This  is  a  digital  copy  of  a  book  that  was  preserved  for  generations  on  library  shelves  before  it  was  carefully  scanned  by  Google  as  part  of  a  project 
to  make  the  world's  books  discoverable  online. 

It  has  survived  long  enough  for  the  copyright  to  expire  and  the  book  to  enter  the  public  domain.  A  public  domain  book  is  one  that  was  never  subject 
to  copyright  or  whose  legal  copyright  term  has  expired.  Whether  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  may  vary  country  to  country.  Public  domain  books 
are  our  gateways  to  the  past,  representing  a  wealth  of  history,  culture  and  knowledge  that's  often  difficult  to  discover. 

Marks,  notations  and  other  marginalia  present  in  the  original  volume  will  appear  in  this  file  -  a  reminder  of  this  book's  long  journey  from  the 
publisher  to  a  library  and  finally  to  you. 

Usage  guidelines 

Google  is  proud  to  partner  with  libraries  to  digitize  public  domain  materials  and  make  them  widely  accessible.  Public  domain  books  belong  to  the 
public  and  we  are  merely  their  custodians.  Nevertheless,  this  work  is  expensive,  so  in  order  to  keep  providing  this  resource,  we  have  taken  steps  to 
prevent  abuse  by  commercial  parties,  including  placing  technical  restrictions  on  automated  querying. 

We  also  ask  that  you: 

+  Make  non-commercial  use  of  the  files  We  designed  Google  Book  Search  for  use  by  individuals,  and  we  request  that  you  use  these  files  for 
personal,  non-commercial  purposes. 

+  Refrain  from  automated  querying  Do  not  send  automated  queries  of  any  sort  to  Google's  system:  If  you  are  conducting  research  on  machine 
translation,  optical  character  recognition  or  other  areas  where  access  to  a  large  amount  of  text  is  helpful,  please  contact  us.  We  encourage  the 
use  of  public  domain  materials  for  these  purposes  and  may  be  able  to  help. 

+  Maintain  attribution  The  Google  "watermark"  you  see  on  each  file  is  essential  for  informing  people  about  this  project  and  helping  them  find 
additional  materials  through  Google  Book  Search.  Please  do  not  remove  it. 

+  Keep  it  legal  Whatever  your  use,  remember  that  you  are  responsible  for  ensuring  that  what  you  are  doing  is  legal.  Do  not  assume  that  just 
because  we  believe  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  the  United  States,  that  the  work  is  also  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  other 
countries.  Whether  a  book  is  still  in  copyright  varies  from  country  to  country,  and  we  can't  offer  guidance  on  whether  any  specific  use  of 
any  specific  book  is  allowed.  Please  do  not  assume  that  a  book's  appearance  in  Google  Book  Search  means  it  can  be  used  in  any  manner 
anywhere  in  the  world.  Copyright  infringement  liability  can  be  quite  severe. 

About  Google  Book  Search 

Google's  mission  is  to  organize  the  world's  information  and  to  make  it  universally  accessible  and  useful.  Google  Book  Search  helps  readers 
discover  the  world's  books  while  helping  authors  and  publishers  reach  new  audiences.  You  can  search  through  the  full  text  of  this  book  on  the  web 


at|http  :  //books  .  google  .  com/ 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


i     J' 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


THE 

ANNUAL    REGISTER, 

OB  A   VIEW  OF  THE 

H  I  ST  O  R  Y, 
POLITiqS, 

AND 

3L  I  T  E  R  A  T  U  K  E, 
For  the  YEAR  179^. 

THE  SECOND  EDITION, 


LONDON: 

Prikted  by  B.  Wilki' Chueerr  liUe  { 

Fbf*  tit  Proprietors  qfDoJsUj's  jinmtal  Rtgister, 

Vr,  OTRIDGE    &    (OK;  .K.  VAULOBR  ANB  SON;   CUTHBLL    &    MAaTIN) 

eGii.vT&  tov;  ,R.  lba;    j.  munw  ;  j.  vtalker  ;    lackingtov, 

ALLEN,  &  CO.  B.  JBFF«KY  ;  AND  V8&N0K  &  BOOB. 
1807. 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


^&0e^SBS9eS9SB«BttSa^ta*=saa0aBBBB«HMiiBaHBHHHBBVHi^ 


PREFACE. 


npHElt£.  b  i  dkpositiod,    not  only  in  individoab/ 
-     bat     fii  ii^oHtf  of  Men,   to  magnify  all  things 
rdadjig-  tlr  diebttdlvte    bjeyond    their  just   cfimensiini^ 
aikl  ptctfht&M9^     The   CIuacGe,  fai  thdr  deiineadcMui 
of  Ae  vM^  were  w^mt  *  to  represent  their  owii  eon 
pet  as  one  tast  sqfotiire^-  occupyl&g  the  greater  part,  by  * 
&rt  of  th^  earthy- dnd,  ill    other  nations  as  fofming^ 
cnlj  insignfficaht   specks,   here  md   there,   axxiund   it. 
Thk  enlargement  of  knowledge  is  accompanied  by  the 
cdargeifaett  of  candour.      It  is  in  the  nature  of  adwMi 
to  quel!  the  cfcldnrvagant  sugges^n^  of  vanity  and  sei£^. 
love,  to  embrace  a  wider  and  wider  sphere  of  obser- 
va&m,  to  view  events   in  relaitioiis  and   consequence^' 

*  A  ajrowing  iateroottnr  with  other  parts  of  the  world,  and  paiticu* 
My  the  late  interferencet^  on  the  Chinese  frontier,  of  the  Russians,  and 
our  East-India  Company,  hu  begun,  we  presume,  tomewhat  to  abdite 
ihis  ridiculous  pnjudiGe« 

A  more 
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more   and    more  remote,  and  to  keep  an  eye  not  only 
on  the  affairs:  of  one  society  of  men,  but  also  on  those 
of  others.     Curiosity  is  in  proportion  to  intellectual  im- 
provement. 
• 

It  may,  we  fear,  appear  at  first  right  to  our  Readers, 
that  we  had  lost  sight  of  the  truth  of  these  observations, 
wlien;  iii  drawing  up  the  History  of  Europe  for.  1797, 
we  devoted  so  large  a  portion  of  our  space  m  the  aflSurs 

of  Great  Britain.      But  it  will  soon  be  perceived,  that, . 

ft 
the   Brlti^   history   for   that  year   comprehends  events 

more  important  to  Europe,  ^  and,  to.  the  British  nation, 
particularly,  more  striking  and  alarming  tl^n  tho^Jof. 
ajiy  year  preceding  it,  since  the  commOTcement  o£  Ac 
Annual -Register.-^"  without  were  fightings,  vithin- wiwre 
fears:".  Not  only  the  British  constituti9n  trembled  oil' 
the  pivot  of  fortune,  but  the  political  balance  of  Europe. 
Ah  extension  of  the  British  history,  beyond  its-  iisual 
limits,  was  unavoidable.-r-To  swell  this  part  of  our. 
Work,  by  copious  accounts  of  parliamentary  debates^ 
with  other  domestic  transactions ;  and,  on  the  other 
hand,  by  a  proportionable  reduction,  to  confine  the  his- 
tory of  all  Europe  besides,  to  one-fifth,  or  even  sixth, 
part  of  our  nairaUve,  would  be  a  great  saving  of  labour ; 

and. 
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aud)  indeed,  an  easy  matter.  But  it  is  impossible,  that 
any  intelligent  and  liberal  mind  should  approve  of  such 
economy.  Our  Readers  will  do  us  the  justice  to  ac- 
knowledge, that  our  Amiual  volumes  are  'not  written  on 
this  plan:  if,  in  the  present,  we  have  brought  forward 
Gregyt  Britain,  which,  at  all  times,  makes  so  conspicuous 
a  figure  in  the  circle  of  dvilization,  still  more  promi- 
nently than  usual,   this  conduct,  by  the  clouded  aspect 

of  the  political  horizon,  in  our  quarter,   is    abundantly 

justified* 

From  a  combination  of  causes,  to  which  we  have 
been,  at  different  times,  compelled  to  allude^  the  pub* 
lication  of  the  Annual  Register  was  every  year  more 
and  more  protracted :  and  the  complaint  was  just,  that 
it  had  become  extremely'  dilatory,  if  not,  a$  was  appre- 
hended by  some,  uncertain.  The  publication  of  this 
Volume  at  this  time,  in  which  we  have  faithfully  ob- 
served, and  even  somewhat  exceeded,  the  engagement 
we  came  under  in  our  Volume  for  1793,  will,  we  trust, 
afford  to  our  Readers  an  earnest  of  that  assiduous  zeal 
with  which  we  endeavour  to  give  them  satisfecdon. 
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ANNUAL    REGISTER, 
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THE 

HISTORY 

OF 

E     U     R     O     P     E. 

C  H  A  P.    I. 

Comparatire  View  of  the  Confederacy  and  the  French  Republic,  at  the 
Close ^  of  179^' — Spain,  drawn  into  an  Alliance  with  France ,  declares 
IVar  against  England, — Conjoined  Efforts  of  the  French,  Spanish^  and 
Dutch  Fleets, ^f or  overthrowihg  the  naval  Domination  of  England-^ 
War  in  Italy. — Capture  of  Mantua. — Political  Conduct  and  military 
Preparations  of  the  Court  of  Rome. — letters  from  Buonaparte  to  the 
Cardinal  Mattdti. — The  Cardinal's  Answer, — The  Court  of  Madrid  re^ 
fuses  its  Mediation,  in  Behalf  of  the  Pope,  with  the  French  Repntlic,^^ 
RepubUcan  Party  in  Rome,  and  other  Parts  of  the  Ecclesiastical  States. 
— Burmaparte  declares  Jf^ar  against  the  Pope. — A  French  Army  enters 
the  Papal  Dominions, -^The  Papal  Troops  completely  routed. — Buona" 
parte,  by  Promises  and  Threats,  induces  the  Romans  to  subm't  to  the 
French,  without  the  Effiision  of  Biood. — Takes  Possesnnn  of  several 
Provinces  in  the  Ecclesiastical  .States. — Advances  towards  Rome.-^ 
Treaty  of  Peace  with  the  pope. 

THE  r^id'  'progress  of  the  the  year,  was  completely  turned. 
French  arms,  in  179^»  p^o-  On  the  termination  of  tlie  arrais- 
<iuced  different  sensations  on  ihc  tice,  between  the  Anstrians  and 
opposite  sides  of  the  mountains,  the  French,  in  the  month  of  May, 
Tlie  Italian  states  and  princes  were  '  in  that  year,  the  army  of  the  Sam- 
struck  with  terror.  But  a  spirit  bre  and  Meuse,  under  Jourdan, 
of  indignation  and  cxertibn  was  prnf  trated  into  Franconia  3  that  of 
rouzcd  in  Germany)  where  the  the  Rhiiie  and  Nto^elle  under  Mo- 
tide  of  fortune,  towards  the  end  of  reau,  into  the  heart  of  Gtrmany, 
Vol.  XXXIX,                    '  [B]  .      apd 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


2]        ANNUAL    REGISTER,     1797. 


and  seemed  on  d  quick  march  to 
Vienna.  The  authority  of  the 
archduke  Charles,  now  commander- 
in-chief  of  the.  Austrian  armies  on 
the  Rhine,  restrained  dlssentions 
and  coniesls  among  general  offi- 
cers :  his'example  inspired  couraj^e 
into  every  officer  and  soldier  :  and 
his  courage,  guided  by  cool  delibe- 
ration,'as  well  as  prompt  decision, 
i6  the  very  throat  of  danger  and 
fate,  was  victorious. 

Yet,  on  the  whole,  on  weighing 
the  prosperous  against  ine  adverse 
events  of  the  year,  the  balance  was 
greatly  in  favour  of  the  French  re- 
public. Jonrdan,  though  defeated  in 
feveral  cni::ap[t'ments,  by  the  young 
A'afitrian  liero,  had  been  able  to  ef- 
fect his  retreat  to  Dusseldorf.  And 
Moreau,  who,  for  want  of  a  third 
French  array,  was  exposed  on  his 
ilajiks,  to  total  excision  or  capture, 
had  made  a  masterly  retreat,  and  con- 
ducted the  main  body  of  his  army, 
through  many  dangers  and  conflicts, 
/  across  the  Rhine,  into  a  situation  of 
safety,  within  th^French  frontier. 
'1  bus,  though  the  French  were  re- 
pnlsal  from  Germany,  the  honour 
of  their  arms,  even  in  that  quarter, 
was'  vunmpaired,  while,  in  another, 
tliey  were  gloriously  triumphant. 

The  policyof  France  was  not  less 
succcssibl.  /\  fier  detaching  Prussia 
and  Spain  from  the  confederacy, 
she  had  succeeded,  through  dint  of 
artifice  and  intrigue,  in  connecting 
herself  with  both  of  these  powers 
by  a  close  alliance.  The  former  of 
these  had  not,  indeed,  publicly  de- 
clared in  its  favour,  but  was  well 
understood  to  be  so  intimately  con- 
nected with  the  repubhc,  that,  in 
case  of  absolute  necessity,  no  doubt 
was  entertained  of  its  determination 
'  to  assist  France  to  the  utmost  of 
its  capacity.     The  latter  having,  in 


the  year  1/95,  concluded  a  peace 
with  the  republic,   had  afterwards 
entered  into  an  alliance,  defensive 
and  offensive,  with   it,    that  was 
explicitly   levelled  at    Great  Bri- 
tain.     This    treaty,    which    took 
place  in  August,    179^.   was  fol- 
lowed, in  the   commencement  of 
October,  by  a  formal  declaration  of 
war  against  England,  and  by  the 
pre  pa  va  lion  of  a  formidable  naval 
strength,  to  act  in  conjunction  with 
that  of   France.     In    Italy^  every 
prince  and  state  wnas  either  in  peace 
or  confederacy  with  tlie  French,  the 
pope  alone  excepted  j  whose  situa- 
tion, however,  was   such,    that  lie 
could  not  long  defer  submission  to 
their  own  terms.     Germany  could 
not   be   reputed  hostile  to  France. 
Though  certainly  averse  to  the  en- 
trance of  its  armies  into  the  empire, 
yet  the  secondary  ranks  of  princes 
and  states,  of  which  it  is  composed, 
were  not  dissatisfied  at  the  humilia- 
tion of  Austria,  of  which  they  dread- 
ed   the    power    and   pretensions. 
These  were   permanent,   and  had 
often   endangered  the  liberties   of 
Germany  :   whcreas>  the  irruptions 
of  the  French  could  never  be  more 
than  occasional  and  transitory.  The 
precedents  of  former   times    had 
8hew*n,  tliat  the  politics  of  France, 
which   must  continue   the    same, 
whether  it  were  a  monarchy  or  a  re- 
public, would  always  aim  at  hold- 
ing the  balance  ^tween  the  head 
and  tlie  members  of  the  empire. 
In  the  north   of  Europe,  the  two 
kingdoms  of  Denmark  and  Sweden 
were  loo  conscious  of  the  impend- 
ing power  of  Russia,  to  lend  them- 
selves to  the  depresjiion  of  France, 
which  they  now  considered  as  ne- 
cessary to  preserve  the  dominion  of 
the  Baltic  equally  divided  between 
tliobc  three  couu tiles. 

To 
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To  afl  the  other  circumstances 
that  tended  to  encourage  th&iiopesy 
aod  inflame  the  ambition  of  the 
French  sepliblic,  is  to  be  added  the 
death  of  the  empress  o£  Russia* 
Though  it  might  «eem  to  a  sound 
politiciaqyun warped  by  prejudice  or 
passion^  that  an  emperor  of  Russia 
could  not  be  other  ^than  hostile  to 
the  fiends  of  Sweden  and  the  Porte, 
and  the  patrons  of  reiA:}lution  in 
Poland ;  yet  there  was  generally  in 
sovereign  princes^  as  well  as  in 
prime  mimsters  and  governors  of 
allkinds,  a  jealousy  of  the  very  shade, 
aod  a  disposition  to  recede  in  their 
conduct  J  from  the  measures  and 
waxims  of  their  predecessors.  Nei- 
ther the  temper  and  genius  of  Paul  I. 
nor  the  terms  on  which  he  had  lived 
with  his  illustrious  mother,  gave 
any  reason  to  expect  that  hfe 
would  strictly  adhere  to  her  plans, 
and  adopt  her  intentions.  In  fact, 
he  had  no  sooner  mounted  the  throne 
of  Russia,  than  he  countermanded 
the  orders  that  had  been  given  for 
the  march  of  the  troops  to  Gallicia. 
He  entered  into  a  negociation  for  a 
settlement  of  an  old  debt,  due  by  the 
Russian  government,  to  the  Seven 
United  Provinces,  and  for  the  esta- 
blishment of  a  treaty  of  commerce. 
He  shewed  a  disposition  to  become 
a  mediator  for  peace,  in  danger  of 
being  broken^  between  the  Austri- 
ans  and  Prussi^s,  and  seemed  even 
aoibitious  of  being  the  arbiter  of  a 
general  peace  in  Europe* 

Thus  Great  Britain  and  Austria 
were  thes6le  adversaries  that  France 
had  now  to  encounter.  But  the 
successes  of  its  arms  had  so  com- 
pletely defeated  all  the  projects 
'  fhey  had  jointly  engaged  in  against 
it»  that  no  apprehensions  were  en- 
^rtained  of  their  being  able  to  turn 
fhc  scale  of  fortune  by  any  subse- 


quent efforts.  The  efficacy  of  these 
must  naturally  be  diminished  pro« 
portionably  to  the  losses  and  discom^ 
fit  urea  they  had  met  with^  and 
would,  probably,  still  experience,  if 
they  were  to  per^st  in  a  cpntest,  in 
which,  being  only  the  remainder  of 
the,  coalition,  they  could  not  hope 
to  be  le^s  unsuccessful  than  it  had 
proved  in  the  united  strength  of  its 
whole  power. 

In  addition  to  the  maritime  force 
of  Spain,  France  rehed  with  still 
more  confidence  on  that  of  the  Ba- 
tavian  republic.  The  numerous  sea- 
men, employed  in  its  extensive  com- 
merce, had  always  borne  the  charac- 
ter of  a  brave  and  hardy  rase  of  men, 
completely  skilled  in  their  profes- 
sion, and  incomparably  preferable,  ia 
every  respect,  to  the  Spanish  mari- 
ners. That  republic  was  now  ex- 
erting itself  to  nt  out  as  many  ships 
of  war  as .  were  lying  in  its  ports, 
and  of  adding  them  to  those  of  its 
French  and  Spanish  confederates^  in 
hppes  of  depriving  the  English  o£ 
the  empire  of  the  sea. 

This  hope  had  not  been  diminish- 
ed by  the  failure  of  the  attempt 
against  Ireland,  which  the  French 
attributed  solely  to  the  unpropitioua 
weather  that  had  constantly  attend- 
ed the  expedition*  It  had  been 
planned,  in  their  opiniqn,  on  the 
best  of  all  grounds;  the  noted  dis- 
contents of  a  people  ill-treated,  and 
weary  of  a  yoke  that  had  for  centu- 
ries kept  them  in  a  state  of  depress 
^ion.  They  were  all  ripe  for  a  vi- 
gorous resistance,  and  required  only 
a  moderate  assistance  to  deliver 
themselves  from  the  tyrrany  of  Eng- 
land. Though  the  first  essay  to  re- 
lieve them  had  failed,  from  causes 
that  could  not,  in  the  nature  of 
things,  be  obviated,  it  was  npt  to 
be  imagined,  that  these  would  al- 
[B  2]  ways 
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ways  reeiir.  The  atteropt-  ought, 
therefore,  to  be  resumed,  as  the  op- 
portunity still  continue^)  as  inviting 
as  ever.  It  was  ignominious  for 
rhrec  such  powers  as  France,  Spain, 
and  Holland,  to  desist  from  so  prac- 
ticable a  design,  which  tbey  had 
every  reason  to  prosecute,  and 
none  to  abandon.  I'he  flc«»ts  of 
Great  Britain  were  not  superior  to 
those  of  the  potent  contederacy, 
formed  against  it  ;  and  so  many 
advantages  would  result  tipm  the 
accomplishment  of  the  objpcf  pro- 
posed, that  it  ought,  in  good  p«  licv, 
to  be  p<-rsisted  in,  against  all  ditti- 
cultie.s,  and  at  all  hazaids.  Such 
was  the  language  of  the  trench. 

Animated  by  n  otivcsof  ihis  kind, 
the  three  allied  powers  resolved  to 
exert  themselves,  withoiU  interniis* 
sion,  in  the  cnuipmei.i  t^f  sik  h  ana- 
va4  force,  a;*  mij^Lt  ert'Ct'\  ':y  con- 
fnnt  the  Biili.^h  nuirine,  .inrlnnke, 
at  f.e  sanie  time,  a  siicr.'.v.ti:]  iin- 
prcssion  upon  thj.t  pait  of  il.e  f  ai- 
piie  olfJreat  Britain.,  whichri^  pm-- 
ed  mostvulner;.bU:.  Such  was  t)  o 
plan  in  the  contemplation  of  i!je 
enemies  of  England,  and  of  vi hie h 
t  ity  formed  the  most  sanguine  ex- 
pectations. Nor  did  the  most  saga^ 
■cioui  pol.ti'  iaus  Irok  upon  it  as  ill- 
founded,  though  they  were  equally 
persuaded,  that  it  would  meet  with 
every  ob  tr notion  from  theh^ng  no- 
ted valour  and  skill  of  their  Mdvcr- 
saries.  liius,  all  circumstances  con- 
tributed to  render  the  present  )ear 
productive  of  events,  not  less,  if  not, 
more,  important  and  strikii.g  thau 
tliose  that h:id preceded.  Thd  \esof 
Xlll  .le  r.uropean  nations,  wi-ie  anxi- 
ously nx-d  on  the  vast  pirj/a.a- 
tious  i*  jKing  ai;;iinst  a  powvrr, 
which,  if  it  resistwtl  them,  would 
become^  greater  than  ever:  but  of 
which  the  destiny  seemr;d  uncer- 


tain, when  the  rooted  hostility,  and 
the  prodigious  efforts  of  such  for- 
midable enemies,  were  (luly  an^ 
impartially  considered. 

'  The  readiness  with  whicb  the 
French  government  broke  off  the 
negociation  with  England,  arose, 
in  the  opinion  of  those  who  were 
reputed  the  roost  judicious,  in  the 
firm  persuasion  that  the  triple  alli- 
ance, as  it  was  styled,  now  formed 
against  it,  could  hardly  fail  to  com- 
pass the  ends  it  proposed,  by  prose- 
cuting them  with  the  energy  and 
perseverance,  of  whicb  they  wer« 
deserving.  • 

While  France  was  so  busily  in- 
tent on  the  means  of  effecting  the 
down  fa  1  of  England,  it  was  no 
less  occupied  in  prepan'ng,  as  it 
hoped,  the  Anal  destruction  of  the 
pfiwer*  of  Austria.  The  spirit  with 
w  i)icii  111. 8  latter  sustained  the  succcs- 
sive  disflsterji-that  had  befallen  its  re- 
peated Endeavours  to  maintain  its 
gR^und  in  Italy,  had  kept  alive 
the  courage  of  its  subjects  and 
well-wibhers  to  suck  a  degree,  that 
they  all  concurred  in  a  resohite 
determination  to  stand  by  it  as 
long  as  the  least  prospect  remain- 
ed of  any  possibility  to  retrieve 
its  affairs. 

The  theatre,  to  which  the  atten- 
tion of  Europe  was  chiefly  turned,  at 
the  end  of  the  last  and  beginning  of 
the  pi-esent  year,  was  Italy^  The 
exploits  of  liionaparte  had  not  yet 
terminate  d,  as  he  had  long  expected,  ■ 
ard  many  labours  awaited  him  bo- 
fore  the  ?ccompi:sbment  of  that  ob- 
ject, w  iti)  -»ut  which,  both  he  and  his 
foes  well  fun*s:<w  that  his  views 
would  be  frusiratcvl,  and  the  fruits 
of  his  victorirw  lust.  This  was  the 
capture  c  f  !  ia.uia^  wh  ch  held  out 
with  an  <;ijsiiiiacy  tiiat  had  never 
be«.n  t^xcccdcd  in   the  defence  of 
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any  place.  The  garrison  was  re- 
ddcfd  to  almost  every  specie  of 
feardihip  and  distress,  aird  yet  :;*- 
derweDt  the  severest  duties  sluC  *.:- 
tigues,  with  a  cheerfulness  anc  lo.- 
tiiude  tliat  never  slackentd  in  ihe 
m4ilipiiclty  of  trials  thatdjily  arose 
from  ihe  indffatigabte  activity  of 
the  besiegers.  ^ 

The  siege  of  this  importaiit  fort- 
ress had  now  lasted  seven  njontbs. 
Marshal  Wurmser,  who  had  as 
gallantly,  as  skilfully,  forctd  his 
way  to  ihe  city,  through  so  many 
obstacles,  bad  so  much  revivcc  the 
coorage  of  llie  garrison,  that,  UKxier 
his  command,  they  began  to  enter- 
tain fresh  hope  of  a  successful  re- 
sistance. He  was  upwards  of  se- 
venty :  but  age  seemed  to  have  had 
no  oiher  effect  upon  him,  than  to 
increase  bis  experience.  His  active 
disposition  remained  unimpaired, 
and  no  officer  under  him  exceeded 
the  vigour  and  celerity  of  action 
which  he  displaced  upon  every  oc- 
casion. He  not  only  concerted, 
bat  persooally  conducted  every  plan 
that  was  executed  for  the  preser- 
vation of  Mantua.  He  acquired  by 
bis  unremitted  ciForts  and  valour, 
the  particular  esteeiti  of  Buone- 
partc,  who  ranked  him  above  any 
general  with  whom  he  had  con- 
tended. 

His  other  opponent,  Alvinri,  was 
now  unable  to  encounter  him  in 
the  tield,  and  had  cantoned  the 
shattered  remains  of  his  defeated 
army,  in  various  positions  along  the 
northern  side  of  the  Brcnta,  await- 
ing the  supplies  that  were  collecting 
'W'ith  all  diiigenre  in  the  emperor's 
hereditary  d v»miinons.  So  grtat  were 
the  etforis  of  the  Austrian  gb\ern- 
roeat,  that,  before  the  end  ot  De- 
cember, Alvinzi  saw  himself  at  the 
.  head  of  a  complete   aad  regular 


army,    the   fit'th    that    had    been 
brou^ht    together    to    oppose    the 
French,  duiing  this  evcntiul  cam-, 
paign. 

Buonapaite,  who  had  calcul  »ted 
the  surre4idcrof  Mantiia,  previously 
to  the  lenewal  of  hosnlil.t*s  with 
Alvinzi,  'VIS  now  necessitated  to 
resume  ci:  -  .sive  operations  against 
himj  before  he- could  arrive  at  this 
in  Tortant  acquisition.  Ke  had,  at 
the  ^ame  time,  oiher  objects  in  con- 
templation :  thesetilemeniof  thetwo 
republics  that  were  forming  on  the 
north  and  on  the  Hputh  of  the  Po,  and 
the  suppression  oi  the  kiU  mpls  ma- 
king by  the  pt)}w,  to  re'  ist  the  designs 
formed  against  him  by  the  French. 

The  forces  which  the  pope  had 
oolleoted  were  not,  indeed,  formi- 
dable, either  for  military  fame  or 
numbers.  It  is  not  to  be  supposed, 
'that  this  pontiff  was  so  weak  as  to 
suppose  that  they  could,  of  them-? 
selves,  make  any  tolerable  stand 
apramst  the  Ficiich  j  but  it  was  pos- 
sible, that  hh  courageous  example 
mijht  re-animate  religious  zeal,  and 
inspire  resolution  into  the  sove^rcigns 
and  subjects  of  other  states.  His 
holiness,  therefore,  put  his  troops, 
such  as  they  were,  in  march  towards 
Romagna,  to  watch  tlie  states  of 
Rcggio,  Ferrara,  Bfctogna,  and  Mo- 
dena,  which  had  declared  them- 
selves independent :  and  a\^o  in  or- 
der 10  favour  the  escape  of  general 
Wurmser  in  ihe  Ferrarese,  or  into 
tlvs  ecclesiastical  states,  in  case  of 
necessity,  from  Mantua. 

But,  as  the^e  appeared  objecti 
of  a  scconcjary  consideration,  when 
weighed  with  the  foVmeri  the  French 
commander  resolved  at  once  to  take 
the  fi'ld  against  the  new  army  of 
Austrians,  prepared  to  dispute  onclp 
more  the  sovereignty  of  Italy,  con- 
fident, that  If  fortune  again  favoured 
[B  3]  him* 
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him,  it  would  be  the  last  effort  of 
Austria  for  the  recovery  of  its  lost 
dominions. 

Alvin^y  was  now  advancing  from 
the  Brcnta,  with  the  ulmost  expe- 
dition. His  army,  fifty  thousand 
strong,  was  composed  of  the  best 
troops  that  could  be  procured.  It 
counted  large  numbers  of  volun- 
teers from  the  best  families  in 
"Vienna,  most  of  th»em  young  men 
in  the  prime  of  life,  and  desirous 
of  signalizing  their  attachment  and 
loyalty  to  the  emperor  on  this  cri- 
tical occasion.  The  intentions  of 
the  Austrian  commander  were,  to 
force  a  passage  to  Mantua,  where 
the  junction  of  the  garrison  would 
gjve  him  a  decided  superiority  over 
the  French,  whpse  strength  was 
greatly  reduced,  by  the  numerous 
battles  they  had  fouglit.  The  re- 
inforcements, promised  to  Buonar 
parte,  were  not  yet  arrived,  and 
the  knowledge  of  this  circumstance 
was  an  additional  motive  for  Al- 
vinzi  to  quicken  his  motions. 

A  strong  division  of  his  army  at- 
tacked on  the  eighth  of  January, 
^7^T^  a  French  post  in  front  of 
Porto  Legnago,  on  the  Adige.  The 
French,  though  inferior  in  number, 
maintained  their  position  the  whole 
day,  and  retired  at  nigh  I  in  good 
order  to  this  place :  apprised  of  this 
attack,  the  whole  of  the  French 
line,  along  that  river,  was  obliged 
to  coricentrate  itself,  in  hope  of 
being  able  to  resist  the  Austrians 
until  it  was  relieved  by  the  suc- 
cours that  had  been  dispatched  by 
Buonaparte. 

This  genej-al,  after  inspecting  the 
posts  in  die  vicinity  of  Mantua,  and 
providing  a  strong  reinforcement  for 
general' Augereau,  who  commanded 
the  line  on  the  Adige,  hastened  to 
yerona,  where  he  arrived  in  time 


to  be  present  at  the  gction,  that 
took  place  on  the  twelfth,  between 
Massena  and  the  Austrians.  These 
were  successful  on  the  first  onset : 
but  after  an  obstinate  dispute  wer« 
repulsed,  and  lost  some  hundreds 
slain  or  captured.  The  corps  under 
the  command  of  general  Joubert,  at 
Montebaldo,  was  atttacked  the  very 
same  day  :  but  this  also  repulsed  the 
enemy,  and  af  night  a  body  of 
Austrians,  who  attempted  to  take 
the  citadel  of  Verona  by  surprize, 
were  completely  defeated. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Austrian 
general  had  crossed  the  Adige^  and, 
with  the  whole  of  his  force,  fbllen 
upon  Joubert,  who  had  not  half 
his  number,  and  compelled  him  to 
withdraw  to  Rivoli,  between  ,lhe 
Adige  and  the  lake  of  Guarda. 
This  happened  on  the  thirteenth. 
As  soon  as  Buonaparte  was  informed 
of  what  had  passed,  and  particularly 
of  the  line  of  match  observed  by 
the  Imperialists,  which  wsTs  obvi- 
ously directed  towards  Mantuj^  he 
set  out  for  Rivpli,  where  he  arrived 
at  midnight,  with  as  power fuf  re- 
inforcements as  be  had  been  able  to 
collect  in  the  course  of  the  day. 

Unfortunately  for  the  Austrian 
general,  he  was  totally  unapprised 
of  the  arrival  of  Bnpnaparte,  and 
of  the  reinforcements  that  accom-» 
panied  him.  He  adhered  of  course 
to  the  plan  of  attack  which  he  had 
pre\  iously  projected  :  nor  did  he 
discover  the  real  strength  of  the 
French,  till  they  had  commenced 
their  atfapk  upon  the  Austrians, 
whom  they  drove  from  a  post  which 
they  had  takep  from  them  on  the 
preceding  day. 

This  first  success  was  obtained 
early  on  tlie  morning  of  the  four- 
teenth- It  enabled  general  Jou- 
bert to  occupy  the  high  grounds  on 
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the  right  banks  of  the  Adige,  and 
to  make  an  impression  on  the  left 
of  ihc  Austriaiis.     But  their  right 
assailed  the  left  wing  of  the  French 
so  vigorously,  that  it  gave  way,  and 
Ihc  centre  of  the  Austrian  army 
bore  down  ip  compact  order  on  tJie 
centre  of  the  French.  Auspiciously 
for  these,  Ma$sena*s  division  arrived 
at  that  instant,  as  the  commander- 
in-chief  had  calculated  they  would, 
on  the    field   of  battle.      Buona- 
parte who  had  succecdetl  in  rally- 
ing his  left  wing,  put  himself  in 
person  at  the   head  of  this  divi- 
sion.   It  fell  with  such  fwry  on  the 
Iniperial   centre,    that  it  was  ini- 
stantly    broken    and    thrown   into 
disorder,  and  tlie  left  of  the  French, 
after  being  rallied,   recovered  the 
posts  it  had  lost :  but  the  Austrian 
centre  soon  rallied,  and,  seconded 
bj  part  of  their  right,  returned  to 
the  charge,  and  surrounded  general 
Berthicr's  division   in  the  centre, 
which  stood  its  grouad  widi  great 
firmness.     He  was  attacked,  at  the 
same  time,  by  a  strong  division  from 
their  left.     The  conflict,  here  was 
extremely  obstinate ;  but,  while  the 
Aastrians  were  striving  to  turn  t!ie 
centre  and   right  of  the    French, 
Who  had  concentrated  both,  to  re- 
sist the  weight  of  the  eneniy^s  charge, 
Buonaparte  directed  a  large  body 
of  infantry  ^nd  cavalry  to  take  them 
in  flank,  aud  Joubert  at  the  same 
iastant,  fell  upon  them  from  the 
height^  he  bad  occupied,  with  such 
impetuosity,  that  they  were  intirely 
routed  and   put   to  flight.      Their 
centre,   however,    still  maintained 
the*  contest,  and  thereby  atlbrded 
time  for  a  large  column  to  turn  the 
left  of  the  French,  and  to  cover  the 
ground  on  their  rear :    by  which 
their  communication  was  cut  oflT 
with  Veronal  and  their  posta  oa  the 


lake  of  Guarda.  The  republican 
forces  were  thus  entirely  surround- 
ed. Wherf  ver  ilicy  cast  their  eyrs. 
they  beheld  the  enemy  on  every 
side.  Buonaparte,  who  had  fought, 
as  well  as  given  orders,  the  whole 
day,  in  every  direction^  was  now 
driven  to  the  centre,  lie  called 
his  field  oflicers  around  him,  and 
coolly  pointed  out  to  each,  what  he 
judged  to  be  the  least  perilous  mode 
of  extricating  Uiemselve*  from  thtir 
imminent  danger. 

Ihc  Auslriiins,   after  a  general 
discharge,  rushed  on  to  scale  the 
entrenchments  at  RivoR,  of  which 
they  were  three  times  in  possessions 
but  they  were  successively  repulsed. 
In  the  mean  time,  a  sniiiil  battery, 
of    four     field-pifces,     had    beeo 
brought    to    cannonade  the   right 
wing  of   the  Austrians,    through 
which,  it  seems,  Buonaparte  had 
meditated  his  escape :  but  which  he 
now  hoped  to  improve  into  a  vic- 
tory.    Two  brigades,  in  three  co- 
lumns,  under  the  generals  Brune 
and  Monnier,  were  ordered  to  at- 
tack this  wing,  and  dislodge  it  from 
the  commanding  position  which  it 
kept  on  the  heights.  This  desperate 
service  the    soldiers  effected,    ad- 
vancing, at  first,  in  regular  order,' 
singing  one  of  their    war-hymns. 
But   they  no    sooner    approaclied 
within  gun-shot  of  the  encrliy,  than 
they  rushed  on  them  with  despera- 
tion.   The  Austrians,  over-whelm- 
ed and  confounded  by  the  violence 
of  the  assailants,  fled,  panic -struck, 
towards  the  lake  of  Guarda  :  and 
meeting  with  a  straggling  party  of 
light  infantry,  who  were  trying  to 
join  the  surrounded  French  army, 
and  whom  they  supposed  to  be  a 
more  considerable  body,  laid  down 
their  arms,}  to  the  number  of  thrd^ 
thousand  men. 
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The  French  army  was  now  dis- 
engaged,   and   the   niain^  strength 
of  the  A*istrians^  broken :  but  tbeje 
still    remained    considerable    divi- 
sions, without  the  dispersion,    or 
the  capture- of  which,  the  victory 
obained  over  them  would  not  be 
complete,    as    they    would    either 
throw  themselves  into  Mantua,  join 
the  papal  forces,  or  retreat  into  the 
Imperial    territories,    where    they 
would  help  to  form  a  new  army. 
For  these  reasons,  as  not  a  monjent 
was  to  be  lost  in^preventing   the 
vanquished  Au5trians  from  effecting 
their  retreat ;    on   the   very  night 
of  the   lourteenth,  as  soon  as  the 
battle  had  terminated  in  favour  of 
the  Frencl),  divisions  were  imme- 
diately dispatched  to  pursue  every 
body  of  Austrian^   that    still   kept 
to^/:ther.      They    had    not  quilted 
a  fitiong  positron  at  Corona,  near 
Rivoli,  where  ihey'runaintd  in  ex- 
pectati('^n  of  beiiu^'^iiilc  lo  collect 
and  at ninge  their  i^iialinjr  tioops  : 
but  btlore  this  co-.ld  hr  <  tl- r!cJ,  a 
largr  division  of  \ho  I-rci.th,  afur 
mardiing  with  all  t'xpc  diiion  dm  ipg 
the  n.ght  of  the  tourletnth,  CLiv:e 
vpvik  iheir  rear  next  morning,  while 
they  wtrt*  attacked  in  f'.'.iu  by  ge- 
nera*' J  jubei  t.    Tlu  y  rc^i^tt  d  vii^^or- 
ousiyat  first;  butwec  at  last  thrown 
into   di-^oidiJ.      Thobe  vJio   v. <ie 
able  to  make  a  rt  treaty  dine  ted  it 
towarits  the  'i  )  lol :  but  no  U  5s  ihan 
six  thousand  were  sucf  mplcttly  sur- 
rounded, ll.r.t  ihey  were  obliged  to 
la;  down  their  arms. 

Bi'OrapHrle  himself,  with  a  strong 
division,  having  left  the  necessary 
orders  with  ger  c  ral  Joubert,  pro- 
ceeded, imrncdiatLj  afte.  the  bat- 
tle, in  quest  of  Frovera,  an  Aus- 
trian gent  ral,  who  had,  on  t.everal 
occasioi.s  Mghly  distinguished  him- 
self, by  the  skiliulnes^  of  bis  ma- 


ncRuvres.     He  was  at  (he  head  of 
ten  thousand  men,  and  had  crossed 
the  Adige,  where  he  had  forced  the 
French,  that  guarded  the  passage,  to 
retire,  and  he  was  now  marching 
with  all   speed    towards   Mantua. 
But  he  was  oveituken,  early  in  the 
morning  of  the    15th,  by  general 
Augereau,  who  cut  off  the  whole 
of  his   rear.     He  made   his  way, 
however,    by  a  running  tight,    to 
the  French  lines  of  circumvallation 
at   Mantua,  where  he  arrived    at 
noon,    after   losing  two   thousand 
men,  and  fourteen  pieces  of  can- 
non. He  was  now  reduced  through 
this  last,  and  the  other  encounters 
on   his   march,   to   no   more  than 
six  thousand  menj     With  this  di- 
minished force,  he  did  not,  how- 
ever, hesitate   to    assault   the    en- 
trench menis  of  ihe  besiegers  at  the 
suburbs  of  St.  George,  by  carrying 
which  he  woi^ld  have  secured  his 
entrance  intO'  the  city  *    but   they 
were  so  strong  and  well  defended, 
th- 1  he  was  lepiilsed.     His  situa- 
tion was  now  such,  that  unless  lie 
ctinUl  enter  Mantua,  he  must  yield 
to  (he  enemy.     To  avoid  this  dis- 
aster, Provera  made  a  resolute  at- 
tack  on   the  French,  post   of   La 
Fa\orita|   another  suburb,  while  a 
.strong  detachment  from  the  garrison 
supported  him.     But  this  attempt, 
which  was  made  in  tlic  nit,ht   of 
the  fifteenth,  in  hope  of  surpiising 
the  enrmy,  failed  i.i  every  point. 
'J  he  Au^trians,  who  had  sallied  out 
of  the  city,  were  diiven  back  by 
general  Victor :    and  general  Ser- 
rurier  took  a  position  between  La 
Favorita   and    St.   George,    whirh 
secured  this  latter  post,  and  enabled 
the   corps  stationed   theie  to  join 
that  of  Serrurier.    Thus  reinforced, 
he  fell  upon  Provera's  rear,  while 
bis  front  was  occupied  in  the  attack 

of 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


HISTORY   OF   EUROPE. 


•f  La  FaYorita,  and  other  troops 
adfanced  upon  him  at  the  same 
time:  thas  surrounded  on  etery  side, 
all  hope  of  assistance  from  the  garri- 
son was  given  over,  and  he  was  com- 
psDedto  surrender  himself,  with  his 
whole  remaining  force,  consisting  of 
seven  thousand  horse  and  foot,  and 
twenty-two  pieces  of  cannon,  bc- 
Kde  all  the  baggage  and  ammu- 
nition. What  added  considerably 
to  the  misfortune  of  this  day  was 
the  loss  of  the  volunteer  corps  of 
young  gentlemen  of  Vienna,  who 
were  all  either  slain  or  made  pri-  , 
sonero. 

This  day  decided'  the  fate  of 
Mantua:  Though  it  continued  to 
niake  a  courageous  defence,  it  v^as 
erident,  that  being  now  deprived 
of  all  reasonable  hope  of  relief,  all 
farther  resistance  would  -be  fruit- 
less, and  would  only  add  to  the 
numbers  that  had  fallen  ^ifi  this  de- 
stiuctive  siege.  Ever  day  brought 
hesh  tidings  of  the  losses  and  de- 
feats of  the  Austrians,  who  were, 
pursued  in  all  directions,  and  to- 
tally disabled  from  making  any  ef- 
fectual stand. 

The  battle  of  Areola  had  de- 
stru^-ed  the  fourth,  and  the  bat- 
tle of  Rivoli  the  fifth,  army  op- 
posed to  Bupnaparte.  He  had, 
since  the  commencement  of  this 
year,  been  victorious  iu  eight  en- 
gagements, two  of  them  piiclied 
battles,  wherein  the  loss  of  the 
Austrians  amounted  to  twenty-five 
thousand  prisoners,  exclusive  of  the 
slain,  who  were  calculated  at  six 
thousand.  The  fatigues  and  exer- 
tions of  the  French  had  been  such, 
that  Buonaparte,  in  his  dispatches 
to  the  directory,  asserted  that  they 
had,  while  fighting  at  mteryals,  oc- 
casionally measured  thirty  miles  of 
ground  in  a  day. 


The  Austrians  were,  in  the  meaa 
time,  retreating  to  their  strong  holds 
on  the  Breuta,  which  Alvinzi  wa« 
employed  in  rendering  tenable 
against  the  pursuing  enemy.  But 
the  .ticpeditious  movements  of  the 
French  afforded  them  no  respite. 
General  A Uk»Trea,u  cms  ?J  the  lower 
Brenta,  and  advanced  to  Citadtila, 
a  place  of  strength,  froni  whence 
he  di-slodged  the  en*  iny  ;  while 
Massena,  passing  it  in  front  of  Bas- 
sano,  compelled  ^he  Austri^his  t» 
evacuate  it  with  precipitjition, 
thou.ihthey  had' prepared  to  defend 
\i.  Tltey  withdrew  to  Carpana« 
dolo,  higticr  up  the  river ;  but  were 
followed  and  defeated  by  the  French, 
who  forced  their  passage  over  the 
bridge  at  that  place,  attej-  an  ob- 
stinate conflict,  wherein  they  slew 
and  took  up\^^rd8  of  a  thousand  of 
the  enemy  :  this'  action  happened 
on  the  twenty  •sixth.  Fortunately 
for  the  Austrians,  the  heavy  rains 
that  ensued,  preserved  the  remain- 
der of  them,  who  hasted,  with  all 
speed,  towards  the  narrow  passes  of 
riie  entrance  into  the  Tyrol.  A 
division  of  the  French,  under  Jou- 
bert,  oveVtook  them,  however,  at 
Avia,  and  a  part  of  their  njar-gaard 
was  taken.  They  retired  to  Tor- 
tola,  a  place  ad\'antageously  situated 
between  the  lake  of  Guarda  and 
the  Adige,  where  they  made  pw- 
parations  to  dispute  tiie  march  of 
the  Frer.ch  to  Trent:  but  they 
were  driven  from  this  post,  and  fled 
to  IViveredo,  which  they  were  also 
compelled  to  abandon  to  Joubcrt, 
who,  uursuing  his  success,  made 
himbelf  master  of  Trent.  Here  two 
thtuisaud  sic!:  and  wounded  fell  into 
his  hands )  ai:d  as  many  nior^  had 
been  n^-'d-*  prisoners  in  the  di.Terent 
encounters  previously  to  the  taking 
of  this  city. 

The 
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The  Austrlans  had  now  posted 
themselves  iii  force  at  Lavis,  in- 
tending to  stop  the  progress  of  the 
French,  by  occupying  the  other  side 
of  the  river  Lavisio ;  but  this  in- 
tention was  frustrated,  by  the  rapid 

.  advance  of  Joubert,  who  forced 
tliem  from  this  important  position, 
after  sustaining  a  great  Iocs  of  their 
best  troops,  lind  in  particular  of  a 
select  corps  of  Hungarians.  H^re 
^ic  division  of  Joubert  was  reinforc- 
ed i  by  that  of  Massena,  Who  had 
been  equally  successful;  and  in  his 
pursuit  of  the  Austrians,  after  the 
action  at  Carpaiiadolo,  had  taken 
several  places  of  strength,  and  dri- 
ven them  to  the  other  side  of  the 

'  Pi-adas,  after  seizing  a  lar^  part  of 
their  baggage. 

The  Imperial  armies  were  now 
totally  expelled  from  «taly,  and  no- 
thing remained  to  the  emperor  but 
tlic  city  of  Mantua,  which  was  so 

'  closely  blockaded,  and  so  vigo- 
rously pressed,  that  no  supphes  of 
provisions,  or  of  men,  could  enter. 
The  garrison,  despairing  of  all  re- 
lief, began  to  think  it  time  to  sur- 
render.    Weakened  by   the  great 

•  slaughter  it  had  suffered  in  so  many 
sallies,  and  by  a  contagions  distem- 
per, that  comnytted  great  ravages 
mthe  city,  the  Austrians  agreed, 
at  length,  to  a  capitulation,  upon 
the  second  day  of  February.  The 
terms  were  as  honourable  as  the  de- 
fence had  been  brave.  The  French 
general  shewed  a  laudable  propen- 
sity to  pay  due  regard  to  tlie  merit 
of  his  rival,  who,  notwithstanding 
kis  late  ill  succesB,  was  deservedly 
esteemed  a  warrior  of  the  most  dis- 
tinguished rank.  He.  granted  him 
40  escort  of  two  hundred  horse  and 
seven  hundred  foot,  whom  he  was 
permitted  to  select,  togethj?r  with 
thirty  pieces  of  artillery ;  the  gene- 


rals, and  principal  officers  under 
him,  were  allowed,  in  like  manner, 
to  accompany  him  on  their  parole  ; 
the  rest  of  the  garrison  remaiued 
prisoners  of  war. 

The  northern  parts  of  the  papal 
territories  w^re  already  in  the 
possession  of  the  Frenc'i,  and  it 
was  expected  that  as  soon  as  C'.io- 
naparte  was  free  from  inquietude, 
on  account  of  the  Austrian  armies 
still  hovering  on  •  tlte  borders  of 
Germany,  and  had  secured  the 
capture  of  Mantua,  he  would  im- 
mediately procc  jd  to  Rome  itself, 
and  dictate  the  conditions  of  a. 
peace. 

The   pope,   in    the  mean    time, 
rehed   upon  the"    exertions  of  the 
cmperoxj^  and   had   dftermined   to 
wait  the  issue  of  the  operations  of 
his  army,    UH'der  Alvinzi,.    firmly- 
hoping  that  it  would  be  more  sue-  . 
cessfuTthan  those  that  had  preceded 
it.     Buonaparte  was  sincerely  de- 
sirous of   a  pacification  with   the 
hf^ad  of  the  Komish  church,  a  re- 
spectful treatment  of  whom  would, 
he  was  conscious,  be  highly-  gratify- 
ing to  all  the  Roman  cathoHc  states 
and  people.     Prompted  by  these 
motives,  and  intirely  averse  to  co- 
ercive measures,  he  wrote  a  letter 
to  cardinal  Mattaci,  prime  minister 
to    his   holiness,    requesting    him 
to  prevail  on  the  pope  to'  recom- 
mence paciRc  negociations,  in  or- 
der to   prevent  the  march  of  the 
French  armies  into  his  territories, 
and  to  represent  to  him  the  inutility 
of  arming  his  subjects  against  men 
who  had  overcome  so  many  formid- 
able enemies,  and  whom  his  own 
people  were   wholly  incapable    tQ 
resist. 

This  letter  was  dated  the  twenty- 
sixth  of  Octpber,  1796.    Buona- 
parte was  then  preparing  to  march 
against 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


HISTORY    OF   EUROPE. 


[W 


.•gainst  Alvinzi,  who  was  at  the 
ErjJ  of  a  Dumeroas  armjr,  and  bad 
obtained  some  successes  over  tlie 
French,  which  had  revived  the  hopes 
of  the  Austrians',  and  ihelr  adhe- 
rent. But  the  batilc  of  Areola, 
whcrdn  these  were  completely  dc- 
i«Kd,  and  ihc  subsequent  advan- 
tages gained  by  the  French,  made, 
at  last,  such  an  impression  on  the 
court  of  Rome,  tliat,  dreading  to 
vail  any  longer  for  more  fortunate 
events,  the  cardinal  was  directed  to 
retnm  an  answer.  Th  is  came  to  pass 
at'ter  the  lapse  of  six  weeks  from 
the  receipt  of  the  general's  letter. 
The  motive  for  this  delay  being 
obvious,  itwas  necessary  to  qualify 
K  so  as  to  soften  his  displeasure  at 
an  answer  being  so  long  deferred. 
The  cardinal  laid  before,  the  gene- 
ral the  anxiety  of  the  pope  to  re- 
,  mtdy  the  disorders  that  had  so  long 
distracted  France,-and  the  sacrifices 
he  had  consented  to  make  of  every 
worldly  consideration,  for  the  sake 
of  restoring  a  good  understanding 
between  France  and  the  Roman 
see.  He  complained  that,  not  sa- 
tisfied with  these  concessions,  the 
French  govern  men t,elated  with  the 
success  of  itsarms^  had  made  requr- 
sitions  incompatible  with  the  dic- 
tates of  hi«  conscience^  and  sub- 
versive of  all  christian  and  moral 
principles.  Grieved  at  such  into- 
lerable demands,  he  had  implored 
the  assistance  of  heaven;  to  direct 
hiiQ  how  to  act  in  so  difficult  a  situ- 
ation. Doubtless,  said  the  cardi- 
nal, be  was  inspired,  on  this  occa- 
s:oD,  by  that  holy  spirit  which  had 
aairaated  the  primitive  martyrs  in 
Ac  cause  for  which  they  sufFcr-r 
cd.  Having-labo^red,  in  vain,  to 
bring  ihc  directory  to  a  more  equi- 
table way  of  thinking,  he  thought  it 
n««8Mry  to  resist  them  by  open 


force.*  He  admonished  the  ffcneral 
to  reflect,  that  the  death  which  a- 
waited  men  in  battle  was  the  com- 
mencement of  eternal  life  and  hap- 
piness to  the  righteous,  and  of  ever- 
lasting misery  to  th  wicked.  Arm- 
ed with  this  Gonviction^  said  the  car* 
dinal,  we  shall  oppose  you  with 
that  conHdence  in  the  divine  aid, 
which  a  just  cause  inspires.  He 
reminded  him  that  he  was  not  invin- 
cible, and  thou^^h  infidels  snd  pre- 
tended philosophers  ridiculed  the 
idea  of  assistance  from  heaven,  yet, 
if  Providence  were  pleased  to  in- 
terpose, the  French  would  contend 
in  vain  against  the  power  of  the  Al- 
mighty. He  concluded,  by  telling 
the  general,  that  if  the  French  were 
desirous  of  peace,  the  Roman  see 
desired  it  still  more,  and  was  wil- 
ling to  subscribe  to  any  terms,  con- 
scientious and  equitable,  in  order  to 
obtain  it. 

Such  was  the  purport  of  this  re- 
markable letter,  which,  to  speak 
truth,  was  written  at  a  time,  when 
the  reasonings  it  contained  were 
little  calculated  to  influence  the  pro- 
ceedings of  such  a  people  as  the 
French.  Nor  did  the  court  of  Vi- 
enna itself  testify  much  willingness 
to  bf  connected  with  a  power  whose 
co-operationSwere  likely  to  prove  to 
feeble.  But  the  solicitations  of  the 
court  of  Rome  were  so  pressing, 
that  the  Imperial  minister8,unwilling 
wholly  to  abandon  the  holy  see  to 
the  controul  of  Frauce,  consented 
to  join  a  body  of  troops  to  those 
that  were  now  niising  in  every  part 
pf  the  papal  dominions. 

In  'thi3  dereliction  of  the  pope, 
the  most  fervent  of  his  former  ad- 
herents seemed,  at  this  period,  to 
agree  without  reluctance.  So  ef- 
ficacious was  either  the  dread,  or 
Jhe  influence  of  Fj-ance  over  the 
cov^nciis 
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councils  of  Spain,  that,  notwiih- 
standiiig  the  earnest  su-  j>Jcati')ti  of 
the  ar:hbi&hop  of  Pi  ri,  minelo,  /.t 
MiU  id,  for  the  ir..:rifr'jiice  )ft..'-* 
Spanish  m on r.rc^ .  iu   b^r^j;''!  of  t'le 

'  Ronrfan  pontiff  he-  w  *s  answer  -.1, 
that  the  co:;'l'jct  of  tnt»  court  of 
Roiie,  respecting  the  Fr^.icli,  v.ms 
tcmpo.ising  and  i.isincc..-,  a:>d  llut 
those  who  w«:rrv'  eiitrosi-jd  with  t!ie 
administration  of  its  political  con- 
cerns, had,  by  their  imprud^-nt  anii 
erroneous  mauTj^en  tnt,  orouprh*. 
them  into  so  criti'-nl  a  bitirdutMi, 
that  it  seemed  advieeable,  for  ti(^ 
preservation  of  the  personal  saFoty 
of  the  pope,  that  ht  should  rrs'-^'n 
his  temporal  domini')!  3,  in  order  to 
becuw  the  rights  of  the  chnrcli,  and 
to  prove  his  dibintei*e8ted:i(  &»,  and 
the  ftrvour  of  his  piety,  by  an  ex- 
ample that  would  prove  so  edifying 
to  all  the  christian  world.  Such  was 
the  answ<y  of  the  prince  of  piace, 
the  Spanish  minister's  title,  to  the 
agent  of  a  power  that  had  formerly 
exercised  •  an  almost  boundlt-ss  in- 
fluence over  the  minds  of  both  the 
sovereign  and  people  of  the  Spanish 
monarchy. 

This  taunting  and  disdainful  re- 
ply to  an  Ivdmble  and  submissive 
address  from  a  soverei^rn  prince, 
who,  though  not  porverful,still  pos- 
sessed a  station  of  great  dignity  in 
Chiistendom,  was  considered  equal- 
ly by  the  Roman  cctholics  and  pro- 
testants  as  even  more  impolitic  than 
insulting.  It  was  disgraceful  to  a 
prince  of  the  Romish  communion, 
and  it  yielded  up  tamely,  and  with- 
out need,  the  dominion  of  a  very 
considerable  portion  of  Italy,  to  a 
powiT  which  all  Europe  wat  be- 
come more   interested  than  ever,  ia 

.  r-.-)i railing  within  its  farmer  lir.  -ts. 
The  pcnod  wiicn  this  trauF.'..:Li()n 
ha;^pe;:td,  Vr'aich  was  the  close  of 


S*ptemb?r,  17.6.  shv^ved,  at  the 
Srime  tim?,  fiom  whence  it  ori';i- 
nated.  Siai.i  h  d,  a  month  '»f- 
for'"*,  cor  !»id*»«'  ?  )  a'liance,  oif  \'- 
s'.v^  a:.'l  <"  .■  ^s  •.  ,  with  Fra^ice, 
and  ?  W'Vn  .»!\l"-  .<  '!ecl:ired  war  r- 
guir.s*  Jm.^.  ..il.  i>.tt  t!ie  truth  waf, 
tluU  S')ii  \.'i-  .i "»  1  iti-L^t^r  its  ov/n 
mistress.  I;  i.v  t-  jc.iue  a  dfp*n- 
dant  of  ^^:^  ,  a  .1  iiad  so  little 
Iv'ft  of  it.>  foiw.^r  s  lirit  and  consc- 
q'.iei.cc,  tiiac  it  '.A  not  d^ire  to  a«t 
oth.^rwiacthdii  h/  thoimpuibi'of  tl-e 
Frencii,  w>.o  iiovv- directed  th*  Spa- 
r.'ih  councils  uitii  a  fud  cousciou.- 
L  L.>  or  tKiro:istj^.vl  3'.vay. 

Tiie  3ir  r.ition  of  tne  Roman  S'^e 
WT',  iu  the  m-.an  t:n^.i ,  peculiarly 
diirieult.  Tuat  s^iiritii -.1  powtr,  t 
had  so  long  oxcrtcd  ov  t  j;in.ri  and 
nations,  was  tv)tHliy  vani^hcU.  Cun- 
ning and  art.fice  were  almost  the 
only  instruments  of  the  smaile-t  im- 
portance reisuinini^  to  it, even  among 
"the  princes  and  states  of  iti  own 
persuasion  ;  but  ev^jn  this  was  daily 
lessening,  from  tiie  diminution  of 
those  n-li^ious  co-..  .  lerations  on 
which  it  was  founde  i.  The  prin- 
cipal raotiv^',  chi-.v-torc,  for  not 
suffering  tlve  do-.-  .:fal  of  th.*  pope, 
had  no  rv^ferc  i -f  to  his  Sj)iritadl, 
but  merely  to  tii.s  poUtical,  cha- 
racter ;  whicli  rv.*ud;jred  it  highly 
♦•xpedient  to  prv-v.-nt  tu.»  papal 
territories  from  bi'iii^^  '/..^le  the 
prey  of  the  French,  or  S:  tUeiv  ad- 
herents. 

The  court  of  Rome  itself  relied 
hardly  upon  ar.y  othfn-  motives  for 
the  assistance  it  so  wai mly  scl;cit^d 
from  that  of  Vienna.  Tiiis  c^i- 
de  n  tl  y  ap  pea  re  J  fro  t  n  a  le  1 1  r ,  \'.  ri  t- 
ten  by  c.rdl.jal  l>.;.>v-i,  tli  •  Ivf^iaa 
secrt-tiry  o[  si  .te  I'j  the  p  \^).u  niin- 
rio  .1  V  i.;;iii.i,  and  w'.iivh  WuS  in- 
l«Tcepteu,  an  1  5^.Mt  l?y  l>.iu.-.  i  a:-*e 
to  the  directory,  tki  m.i  uV  ttv; 
ui"  ruiiiefit^ 
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2rgaments  and  rrasonings  are  built 
on  mixxms  of  policy,  and  thorse 
of  religion  apjiear  in  n  collateral 
light,  acd  chiefly  as  of  an  engine 
of  state. 

From  this  letter,  which  was  dated 
tbesevcnth  of  January,  179y,  Bno- 
Dapartededuccd,  however,  the  pro- 
priety of  jq-oceetiin^  immediately 
to  action  aoainst  ilie  pope,  lent  the 
Aoitrian  niiirtstry  should  a«Jop*  the 
plan  sGg^ted  in  that  letter,  and 
send  such  po  ^ycr  f •  \  \  s iiccou rs,  ov er 
the  Adriatic  to  Ancona,  a-j  mii^lit 
enable  the  pope  lo  make  a  vigorous 
resistance. 

Btit  it  was  not  only  anion:;  the 
French  that  tlie  Rouuii  see  li  •»! 
fiieniies  In  Rome  i' self  they  w«  re 
nuraenms.'  Re  public  in  principl"-s 
had  silently,  but  ttirctually,  b"<-i 
propagated  tbert-.  and  through  otlur 
pans  of  the  eccles'nstiv  al  stite.  a  1 1 
mukitadea  were  itn  jatieiitly  \n\nf- 
ing  the  opportunity  of  thro\yin<r  off 
their  subjection  to  :  h^  poi>e,  ajid  of 
erecting  a  common  we  \hh.  Kncoii- 
ragements,  tendi ng  to  th  i s  end ,  were 
studiously  held  out  to  t bo  ptople  of 
that  capital,  and  of  lix*  Roman  dn- 
mains,  by  the  French  em  ssarics 
scattered  annong  them.  1  hus  the 
court  of  Rome  had  to  guard  against 
enemies  no  less  hostii'->(i  it  than 
tht  French  theniselvCn,  and,  in  some 
ifspcas,  more  danger© ai,  as  t^icy 
were  domeaic,  and  wi,!..!d  oppose 
all  conciliation  witli  France,  as  mi- 
Hfaiing  directly  at^ainsl  their  own 
dtiigiis. 

In  addition  t^  t!  e>e  :.•.  .-  wcie 
n^any  anion  y  rhusc  ^'  1*0  v  .i tinned 
•bedieni  to- the  papal  authority, 
and  werea\err»t'  to  a  change  of  go- 
▼emnjent,  who  scruple  In  /'-,  open- 
ly, to  disapprove  the  tardiness  in 
coming  lo  a  pucificaiion  with  the 
French  j  whoruU  were,  in  thdr  opi- 


nion, absurd  to  oppose  in  the  debi- 
litated state  of  th«  papal  pf)wer, 
and  from  whom  friendly  condition! 
might  be  obtained,  if  they  wert 
applied,  to  with  frankness  and  can«- 
dour,  and  if  the  iniriguM  hitherto 
carried  on  with  their  enemies  were 
unfei^rnedly  laid  aside 

Those  who  favoured  this  party, 
which  was  the  most  numerous,  lillcd 
Rome  with  pasqi^na  les  and  satu'^.s 
on  the  conciiK  t  1 1  adnVrnietration, 
which  they  n  pif^scnted  p.b  c  ntrary 
to  the  true  intere-^s  of  thr  lloman 
sf-e,  and  tendingr  lo  its  i'*'.*virah!c 
rui  1.  The  present  pope  being  the 
s' ?'i  nf  t!ie  name  of  Pin^,  thof. 
r^  •;:.<*'l  to  !)iin  Wiiat  hi'.rl  formerly 
r.'-A  :  lid  of  AU'..;as':ic.r  the  <.'xtb, 
wh  1-1.  \v.'K,  tii^t  e\ciy  sovereign  of 
tl.yri- ,  who h:id  borne  the  narw^of 
bcMus,  haj  constantly  o'*casi'»:ied  its 
rirn.  Remonstrat.ccs  of  ih(»  in- 
utility ard  peril  of  er.c<»iuiterin  r 
such  fornrdab!e  eneiViies  as  the' 
French,  with  undisc  pUnv^d  troopa 
and  inexperienced  officer«i,  were 
ar.  Kionsly  Uid  before  the  ;<  oman  go- 
vernn)eiit,  bv  its  most!  p:  v:dent  well- 
wishers,  an  I  rnf  )rc^'d  l^y  the  minis- 
ter* of  Tiiofif  nnw<.  •;  tLat  were  desi- 
rous ot  its  pr  t  T .  ::lon.  But  whe- 
ther \*  confj  ^i  ui  a  chai^vre  of  for- 
tune, .n  favour  of  its  AL-rrianall}^ 
or  to  It  it  hoped,  bv  asc  uingan  ap- 
pcn  ii.ce  of  resohr  r);!,  and  being 
secn:ided  by  a  ;  jwerful  body  of 
au:-  l.iriesjtlie  French  might  be  in- 
d';rt  li  to  f  rant  belter  terms,  it  ob-" 
St'  ^iifly  persistcrd  in  the  deterrai- 
naiion  to  try  the  chance  of  war, 
ralhcr  than  submit  to  the  hard 
conditions  prescribed  by  the 
French. 

Buonaparte,  who  had  hitherto  en- 
tertained an  expectation,  that  tho 
terror  of  the  French  arijis  might  at 
last  operate  a  submission  in  thcoourt 
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of  Rome,  now  finally  xcsolvcd  to 
employ  hoslile  measures.  He  or-^ 
dtrtd  Cacault,  the  envoy  of  the  re- 
public at  Home,  to  quit  that  c'liy, 
and  issued  a  manifesto  against  the 
pope,  wherein  he  charged  him  with 
the  breach  of  the  armistice  that  had 
taken  place  in  the  month  of  June 
preceding  ;  notwithstanding  which 
be  had  still  persevered  in  acting  an 
hostile  part  to  France,  by  exciting 
against  it  the  hatred  of  his  own 
people,  and  of  all  over  whom  he 
possessed  influence,  by  arming  bis 
subjects,  with  a  professed  design  to 
commit  hostilities,  by  negociating 
with  the  court  of  Vienna,  and  put- 
ting his  troops  under  the  command 
of  Austrian  officers  and  generals, 
•nd  lastly  by  refusing  the  negocia- 
tion  for  peace,  proposed  by  the  mi- 
Bister  of  the  republic  at  Rome. 

This  manifesto  was  accompanied 
by  a  proclamation  to  the  peopte  in- 
habiting the  papal  dominions.  They 
'were  informed  that  the  French,  in 
entering  the  territories  of  the  pope, 
would  faithfully  protect  religion 
and  property,  and  ^  maintain  the 
public  peace.  They  were  warned  • 
to  abstain  from  all  acts  of  enmity, 
which  would  ceitainly  draw  down 
npon  them  vengeance  and  all  the 
horrors  of  war.  Every  ^own  and 
village  that  sounded  the  tocsin,  on 
the  approach  of  the  French,  was 
threatened  with  instant  destruction. 
Every  district,  where  a  Frenchman 
was  assassinated,  should  be  declared 
hostile,  and  subjected  to  heavy  con- 
tributions. The  clergy  and  con- 
ventuals, who  demeaned  themselves 
peaceably,  would  enjoy  the  bene- 
iifts  of  their  present  situations  ^  but^ 
if  they  acted  ptherwise,  military 
law  would  be  executed  upon  them, 
and  they  would  be  treated '  with 
more  severity  than  others..  J^oih  of 


these  declarations  were  published  on 
the  third  of  February,  thedajra(\er 
the  surrender  of  Mantua,  and  had 
been  delayed  till  this  event,  pur- 
posely to  make  the  greater  impres- 
sion. 

A  division  of  the  French  army, 
commanded  by  general  Victor,  had 
entered  the  papal  tenitories  on  the 
first.  A  body  of  the  pope's  troops, 
consistingof  fourthousand  foot,  and 
about  a  thousand  horse,  awaited  his 
approach  on  advantageous  ground. 
The  Senio,  a  river  that  runs  between 
Imola  and  Faenza,  was  in  the  front 
of  the  camp,  which  was  strongly  in- 
trenched. Early  in  the  morning  of 
the  second  of  February,  the  French 
advanced  towards  a  hndge  opposite 
to*the  centre  of  their  front.  It  was 
theonly  one  remaining,  as  the  ene- 
my had  broken  down  all  the  others, 
in  order  to  have  only  this  one  to 
defend.  But  the  dryness  of  the  sea- 
son had  rendered  tliat  river  fordable 
in  several  places,  at  which  large  de- 
tachments of  the  French  crossed 
over  it,  and  came  upon  their  rear, 
while  their  front  was  vigorously  at- 
tacked by  the  legion  of  Lombardy, 
consisting  of  northern  Italians, 
whose  antipathy  to  the  southern  is 
remarkable.  They  had  requested 
to  be  put  upon  this  ser\' ice  j  and, 
though  it  was  the  first  time  they 
were  in  action,  they  acquitted 
themselves  with  great  valour.  They 
broke  the  line  of  the  papal  army, 
and  carried  the  batteries  opposed  to 
(hem,  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet. 
Pressed  inthismanner,  both  in  front 
and  rear,  the  pope's  troops,  after  a 
defence  by  no  means  contemptible, 
for  men  so  unused  to  tactics,  were 
completely  routed.  Five  hundred 
were  slain  and  wounded,  and  about 
a  thpusandmade  prisoners,  and  four- 
teen pieces  of  cannon  taken.    The 
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loss  of  the  French  did  not  exceed 

one  huadred. 

This  engagement  decided  the  fate 
oT  Rome :   the  victors  proceeded 
immediately  to  Faenza,  the  inba- 
bitaD!^  of  which  attempted  to  make 
a  resisUDce:  but  the  gates  being 
burst  open,  by  cannon,  the  French 
nuhed  iQ»  and  the  city  surrendered 
at  discretion.  Buonaparte  prevented 
all  plunder  and  bloodshed,  and  dis- 
missed fifty  of  his  most  considerable 
prisoners,  ordering  them  to  repair  to 
their  countrymen,  and  represent  to 
them  the  folly  of  exposing  then> 
selves  to  certain  destruction,  by  a 
trulilcsg  resistance.     He  next  sum- 
moned l>efore  him  all  the  priests 
and  monks  in  the  neighbourhood, 
■nd  laid  before  them  the  necessity  of 
yielding  to  superior  force,  and  the 
iniquity  of  exciting  the  animosity  of 
the  people  against  the  French,  who 
did  not  come  to  destroy  iheir  re- 
ligion, but  to  compel  the  court  of 
Rome  to  make  a  peace  with  France 
apon  reasonable  terms.      He  re- 
quired them,  as  ministers  of  the 
gospel,  to  desist  from  preaching  war, 
and  to  attend  solely  to  the  duties  of 
their  profession,  which  was  to  infuse 
a  pacific  disposition  into  all  men. 
He  lastly  warned  them  to  beware  of 
participating     in     popular     insur- 
rections, either  by  heading   them 
personally,  or  by  giving  them  coun- 
tenance. These  were  acts  of  crimi- 
nality* for  which  he  solemnly  assured 
them  they  would  find  no  mercy. 
These  admonitions   were,   by   the 
irench  comjnander,    deemed   the 
more  necessary,  that  several  clergy- 
men and  friers  had  been  present  at 
the  action  of  tlie  second  of  Febru- 
ary, on  the  Sen  io,  where  .they  greatly 
contributed^    by   their   encourage- 
ments and  exhortations,  to  the  re- 
sistance an^  firm  behaviour  of  ilie 


papal  troops,  and  where  some  of 
them  had  lost  their  lives. 

After  delivering  this  charge  to 
the  clergy  of  the  places  in  bis  pos- 
session, he  dispatched  the  chiefs  of 
the  monastic  orders  to  those  towo« 
and  districts,  where  tliey  had  most 
ioiluence,  in  order  to  prevail  upon 
them  to  remain  quiet,  on  the  so* 
lemn  assurance  of  being  left  the 
full  enjoyment  of  every  civil  and  re- 
ligious right ;  but,  if  refractory,  oa 
pain  of  being  delivered  up  to  pil« 
lage  and  the  severest  cbastiseroeot. 

This  charge,  from  a  mtlkary  mo- 
nitor>  was  found  more  efficacious 
than  the  usual  charges  of  bishops 
to  the  clergy.  The  promises  and 
threats  of  Buonapaite  produced 
the  intended  effect.  This  was 
to  procure  the  submission  of  the 
subjects  to  the  see  of  Rome,  with- 
out effusion  of  blood.  Being  him- 
self an  Italian,  he  was  peculiarly  so- 
licitous to  obtain  a  character  of  hu-* 
mauity  among  his  countrymen,  and 
to  appear,  at  the  same  time,  the  , 
protector  o^  their  laws  and  religious 
establishments.  He  completely  suc- 
ceeded in  both  of  these  intentions : 
and  though  executing  the  orders  of 
the  directory,  a^  the  head  of  an 
army  of  Frenchmen,  a  people  long 
odious  to  the  Italians,  he  conducted 
himself  with  so  much  prudence  and 
circumspection,  as  to  command  the 
re/ipect  and  esteem  of  the  latter, 
without  losing  any  of  the  ^tach- 
ment  and  confidence  of  the  for* 
mi:r. 

In  the  meanr  time,  he  proceeded 
without  delay  in  the  reduction  of 
th»  papal  dominions.  A  few  days 
were  sufficient  to  take  possession  of 
the  provinces  oi  Roraagna,  Urbino, 
and  Ancona,  tlie  best  countries  re- 
maining to  the  pope.  The  city  of 
Aiicooa  had  made  some  prepara- 
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tions  for  defence.  A  corps  of  near 
two  thousand  men  had  been  posted 
on  the  high  grounds  that  (pmraand 
the  access  to  this  important  place, 
towards  the  land ;  but  the  French 
general  Victor,  found  means  to  sur- 
round them,  and  they  surrendered 
without  resistance. 

The  next  place  of  consideration 
that  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
French,  was  Loretto,  famous  for 
the  credulity  and  superstition  ex- 
hibited there  in  modern  ages.  The 
treasure  contained  in  the  church, 
where  the  donations  of  princes  and 
states  and  the  rich  offerings  of  per- 
sonages of  tlie  fii^t  riuk  and  opii-  * 
lence  had  been  so  long  accumu- 
lating, had  been  partly  removed  by 
the  'Austrian  general  Colli ,  torn- 
mar.derju  chiet  of  the  papal  forces. 
The  French,  how.  ver,  found  ani- 
des  to  the  value  of  about  a  million 
of  their  money.  But,  to  do  them 
justice,  it  was  not  plunder  nor  de- 
vastation they  sought  in  conquering 
tlie  pope's  dominions  :  for  which 
indeed  they  could  plead  no  pre- 
tence, as  the  inhabitants  now  sub- 
mitted to  them  without  opposition, 
and  seemed,  in  many  placL-s,  in- 
tirely  disposed  to  fraiernize  with 
French  principles. 

After  subduing  the  intermedinte 
country,  from  ^.orettoto  Macaratc, 
Buonaparte  fixed  his  planers  in  this 
place  on  ihe  twcltth  of  February. 
He  was  now  within  forty  leagues  <jf 
Rome,  and  it  was  evident  that  no 
obstacle  could  retard  his  march  to 
that  city.  In  order  to  terminate 
hostilities  with  all  speed,  he  wrote  a 
letter  to  cardinal  Maitaei,  wherein, 
after  reproaching  the  pope  for  I. is 
endeavours  .to  injure  the  republic, 
he  advised  him  to  trust  to  the  gene- 
rosity of  the  French,  and  to  have 
'  imtnediate recourse  to,a  pacification. 


He  specified  that  five  days  would  be 
allowed  him  to  conclude  a  peace, 
for  which  purpose  he  would  meet 
the  persons  commissioned  to  n^go- 
ciate  it  at  a  place  which  he  appoint- 
ed. 

The  situation  of  the  pope,  de- 
prived of  all  hope  of  assistance  fiom 
any  quarter,  and  relintyiished  even 
by  his  own  people,  left  him  no  other 
expedient  to  save  himself,  and  the 
Roman  see,  from  absolute  ruin, 
than  to  accept  of  such  conditions  as 
could  be  obtiiined  from  an  exaspe- 
rated enemy,  conscious  that  he  sub- 
mitted through  unavoidable  ne-  j 
c(  ssity,  and  would  pos'j'ibly  observe  | 
the  terms  he  agreed  to  no  longer 
than  those  who  imposed  them  were 
able  to  enforce  their  observanefe. 
Yielding,  however  reluctantly,  to 
circumstances,  he  wrote  a  letter  t* 
Buonaparte,  apprising  him  of  his 
desire  to  treat,  and  requesting  that 
he  would  grant  just  and  honourable 
conditions.  Four  persons  were  de- 
puted to  the  French  general,  as  the 
papal  plenipotentiaries  on  this  oc- 
c.ision.  Cardinal Mattaei,  and  duke 
braschi,  the  pope's  nephew,  were 
the  principal. 

The   conditions    of  this   jtreaty 
were  of  the  same  tenour  as  those 
concluded  by  the  French  with  other 
powers.     The  ]n>pe  renounced  h)s 
alliance  with   the  coalition.      He 
a;^:etd  to  disbanJ  the  troops  he  had  . 
levied  against  lhe^repnblic,   and  to 
shut  his  ports   against  the  ships  of 
war  belonging  to  its  enemies,  and 
not  to  furnish  ihera  with  supplies  of 
any  kind.  All  the  rights  and  privi- 
leges enjoyed  by  France,  in  the  pa- 
pal dominions,  previously  to  the  re- 
volution,   weie    confirmed.      He. 
ceded  to  the  French,  in  full  sove- 
reignty,   the  country  of  Avignon, 
and  every  place  in  FraucCj  formerly 
subject 
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nbjrct  to  the  Roman  8ce.  He 
xx^*^,  in  like  tnannery  the  cities  and 
territories  of  Bologna,  Ferrara  and 
the  Romagna.  He  engaged  to  pay 
ihesum  of  thirty  millions  of  French 
litres  to  the  repablic,  either  in  spe- 
cie or  in  value*  and  to  deliver  the 
statofts,  pictures  and  manuscripts, 
ftfpulated  in  the  treaty  of  armistice, 
af  whiab  be  agreed  to  fulfil  all  the  ^ 


other  conditions.  The  Batavian  re<- 
public  was  included  in  this  treaty  ; 
on  his  punctual  compliance  witU 
which ,  the  prisoners  taken  from  him 
were  to  be  set  at  liberty,  and  all  the 
places^ddistricts  restonsd,  that  had 
been  seized  by  the  French,  Ancoi* 
na  excepted,  which  howerer  they 
were  only  to  retain  till  a  general 
peace.  ^  ,1 
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MeMmfitprevenihig  the  future  Foiver  of  the  Roman  Pontiff. '^jf ft  J  that  tf 
Austria  over  the  Countrlei  comfoilng  the  Rtpubtlct  on  the  Ndrth  and  South 
of  the  Po.^-'Moderatlon  and  Lenity  tf  the  French  RepuhTic  to  the  Non-ju^ 
ring  Clergy. — jIt  the  sa^  Time  that  their  Bigotry  and  Su^ttition  are  ex* 
posed  to  rldlcule.'^^Excejslve  Rtjoiclngs  and  Exultations  of  the  French  at 
4he  Successes  of  their  Arms  in  Italy. — Jealousy^  Envy^  and  Resentment^ 
against  Buonaparte. ^^IVho  usei  Precautions  for  vjarding  off  the  Ejects  of 
ihesCf  and  gaining  Popularity  and  Confidence,  not  only  in  France  hut  Italy* 
Moderation  and  Prudence  of  the  Inhabitants  of  St,  Marino. — Munificence 
of  Buonaparte  fo  that  small  Republic. — Prevalence  of  Republican  Principles 
in  Itaty.'^Honour  paid  there  to  the  French  and  Buonaparte. — Pr^arattons 
of  Austria,  for  disputing  'Oflth  the  French  the  Empire  of  Italy. *^Tbe  Impe^ 
rial  Army  In  Italyycommmidedhy  the  Archduke  Charles. — Attached  by  fhe 
French^  and  forced  to  retreat. — Capture  of  Gradlsca  and  GorU%*'~^Munl* 
clpcd  Governments  settled  in  both  these  Towns ^  on  the  Republican  Plan.^-^ 
The  Austrians  defeated  with  severe  Loss  near  Tarvls .-^Audacious  Spirit 
of  the  French  Prisoners  of  War, — The  Infection  of  this  Spirit  dreaded  by 
the  Imperial  Mlnlstry.'^A  Dlwslon  of  the  French  Armff  under  Jouhert^ 
penetrates  Itito  the  Tyrol. — Reduces  most  of  the  strong  I*  orts  of  that  Coun'» 
try. ^^ And  gains  other  signal  Advantages. ^^The  French  obtain  Possession 
cf  Brlxen. — Proclamations  of  Buonaparte,  addressed  to  the  Subjects  oftlte 
Emperor. — The  Austrians  obliged  to  abandon  their  Head^Quarters  at  Cla" 
genfurth.'^The  French  cross  the  Drave. — Farther  Successes  of  the  French, 
under  Joubert,  in  the  Tyrol. — Remarkable  Engagement  between  the  Aus^ 
trlans  and  French,  In  the  Defiles  leading  to  Newmarch^m^^he  Austriant 
continually  defeated^  but  ^not  cUscouraged.^^Cnmternatlon  at  Vienna.^^But 
invincible  Courage  of  the  Austrian  and  Hungarian  Nobles, — Interesting 
Letter  from  Buonaparte  to  the  Archduke  Charles. — And  the  Archduke's  An^ 
twer.^^ Armistice  between  the  Austrians  and  French. — Honours  and  Pratser 
bestowed  by  the  French  Directory  on  the  Army, "-^Reflections^ 

AFTER  hvunbling,  or  rather  in-  of  never  suffering  future  poutilfs  to 

deed annihikiuug^  in  this  man-  recover   them.       It     liad   already 

nfir>  the  powers    and   importance  ninde  an  essential  progress  in  this 

formerly    annexed  to  the   see   of  bu^nicss,  by?fbrmally  approviiig  tl« 


Rome,  the  poliiical  views  of  tlic  rt- 
publlq  were  directed  t«  the  means 
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it  sow  tddcd  Romagm,  for  the 
purpoie  of  forming  a  larger  com- 
monweakh^  9ii4  assented  to  the  pe- 
tition of  the  people  of  the  MiUnese, 
u4  the  other  districUof  Lombardy> 
^  were  eager  to  follow  that  ex- 
laple^  by  framing  a  republican 
compact  on  a  simiUiF  plan. 

The  union  of  interests, .  which 
voold,  for  manj  years,  indusolubly 
connect  these   two  republics,   was 
the  best  security  that  they  would 
roake  a  com^non  cause  against  the 
rt^ttoration  of  either  the  Austrian  or 
the  papal  power }  both  which  were 
^quaOr  immical  to  their  newly  ac* 
qutied  liberties,  and  would  neglect 
no  opportunity  of  redndng  them  to 
their  iSnmcr  yoke.   TheFi^nchgo- 
venmcnt^    having   resolved  to  ac- 
cede to  no  p^Bcation  that  should 
irpJace  these  countries  in  the  pos* 
sff$S&i  of  two  such  inveterate  ene- 
fflier  as  Rome   and   Austria,  was 
equally  studious  to  enable  them,  by 
proper  arrangemeota  among  them- 
selves,   to     acquire    a    degree   of 
itxength  foffideot  to  maintain  the 
republican  ^vemmeat    they   had 
erected,  agaust  the  efforts  which 
would    be  made  f o  subvert  it   by 
any  Italian  power.    The  population 
of  the  countries  on  the  north   and 
south  of  the  Po,  that  composed  the 
t«ro  republics,  was  computed  at  up- 
wards of  four  millions.    This  was 
amply  adequate  to    their    defence 
against   their  neighbours,   without 
requiring  the  assistance  of  France, 
vmch  would  only  be^needed  to  pro« 
tect  them  fix>m  the  hostile  designs  of 
Austria  I  and  in  this  caae  they  would 
shortly  bfc  in  a    condition  to  co- 
operate ei^eduaUy  in  resisung  them. 
Thus  the  influence  of  France,  in 
Italy,    would  henceforth  be   esta*^ 
bliihed  on  the  surest^oundatiuo,  the 


necessity  of  adhering  faithfully  to  i( 
by  those  states  that  depend  on  it  for 
their  preservation. 

In  addition  to  these  measures, 
othehs  were  taken,  not  less  condu* 
cive  to  remove  the  charge  of  inhu* 
manity  against  the  French  govern* 
ment,  than  to  prove  of  utihty  to  it 
in  other  respects  amonff  the  Italians*, 
As  the  laws  enacted  in  France* 
against  the  refractory  clergy ,though 
condemning  ahem  to  banishmentf 
did  not  forbid  their  residence  in  the 
countries  conquered  by  the  French, 
Buonaparte,  who  sought  upon  aB 
occasions  to  adopt  measures  of 
lenity,  availed  himself  of  the  powi^ 
ers  with  which  he  was  invested,  to 
issue  a  proclamation  in  fiaivour  of 
these  exiles.  Herein  he  granted 
them  a  formal  permission  to  reside  in 
those  parts  of  the  pope's  domi* 
nions,  that  had  been  sundued  by  the 
armies  of  the  republic.  The  French 
troops  were  strictly  forbidden  to  ill* 
use,  or  insult  chem,  and  the  inhabit 
tants  of  the  country  of  all  descrip- 
tions were  laid  under  the  same  re- 
strictions. These  refugees  were  to 
be  provided  with  all  the  necessariei 
of  life,  at  the  ex pen^  of  the  con- 
vents appointed  for  their  residence. 
They  were  in  i«tum  enjoined  t0 
take  an  oath  of. fidelity  to  the 
French  government.  •  This  per- 
mission ext'w'ndtfd  not  only  to  those 
emigrant  clergymen  who  had  al- 
ready taken  reiuee  in  the  papal  ter-  . 
ritories  occupied  by  the  republiij^. 
but  also  to  those  remaimn^in  France,, 
that  were  desirouaof  availing  them^ 
selves  of  the  like  indulgence. 

This  regulation  was  nigtily  con« 
dilatory  to  those  numbers  of  ecole- 
siaitics,  who,  though  disapproving 
of  I  he  changes  effected  itk  pflitiea 
and  religioua  afidrs  iaTnuce,  still 
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eould  not  nvbici  feelincj/for  th^elr 
country^  and  bnng  desirous  nf  iis 
veUare  and^  r/^piilaiion.  Though 
it  had  •  anishrd  then>,  through  ap- 
p»ehni^ion's  of  danger  fio'ni  their 
principles,  yet  the  present  rnt^ a ••n re 
§hc\vt'd  that  it  had  not  diverted  It- 
Vlf  of'«a!l  cpnsicU'ratton  fr  them, 
flie  priests  did  not  forget  the  s^m- 
\ice  tliub  rendered'  them.  H(i^^eve5; 
aviTsr.  to.  the >) stem  j.Riabli''tH'd  in 
\h  ir  cunntrv,  t'hey  still  eviBcVd,  on] 
scverut: occasions,  an  attachment  to 
its  iutpvc*sU.  and  a  rcadinViis  tb'f  jr^ 
ward'th'ei5,i  as  far  as'tlieir.  coiihci- 
enccs  ,N^/jula' [u^rmit. 
/  Bnt  while  Bnonap.ir'te  was  Intend 
on  miiig.ttihgthe  rigour  excrc  sed  on 
t  Ii  e  non  jjixr i  ng  cle rgy  /he  Fren ch  d  i-. 
rectory  took  no  less  cure  toTay  befor^ 
the  i^^sp^'clion  pf  the  public,  sundry. 
i;biect*»oftliesupci"Slit ions  veneration 
of  j hose  ignorant  and  credulous  niul- 
titiides,  over  who^n  ihey  still  re- 
tained S.O  much  ip  flue  nee.  ITiosc 
objecrs.  were  the4)rincipal  relics  con- 
tained in  the  church  of  Loretto. 
I^hey  were  transmitted  to  France,  in 
order  to  be  exposed  to  derision,  and 
.to  Vssen,  by  th<  ir  evident  absurdity, 
the'r.^spext  an3  credit  of  the  Homish 
.C'crgy,  as  iiheltors^  either  through 
bi^oiry  'or  hypocrisy,  of  those 
^ecrunl!}' shameful  and  ridiculous im- 
po4ii:nn6.      ^      • 

in  ile^meaatimc,  the.  rejoicings 
and  exultatioii  of  th«  French,  at  the 
^c.ipture  of  Rlahtua,  and  the  con- 
tinual^ ^ucc^ses  of  their  arms  in 
Ijlnly,  filled  every  part  of  the  French 
repufaac.  ,  T^c  speeches  that  were 
4>ropottnced  on  this  occasion,  in  the 
.counql.of  five  bMndred,  and  in  that 
-of  ihe.anciems;i  contained  all  the 
i^ppl^insecf  their  soldiers  and  ccra- 
.niande;*%fhat  enthosia.>m  could  in- 
spire  and  all  the  rcprob»don  of 


tbe-r  enem'*'jes  that  thiVs^  9frevetio4. 
couUt  nrodtice.      *    ^J   ';  ■ 

Ther^  wai,  however/ '9. qircurix- 
utance   that-diminfshed   the  satis- 
faction j  enjoyed  by  the  people,  attbe 
triumphs  of  the  French  arniies.    It 
was  in  the  contemplation  of  rhany, 
tobestov^*upo\i  the  commander-in- 
chief,  such  a  remuneration,  as  might 
conspicuously    perpetuate   the  re- 
membrance of  his  victories.     This 
was  to  coiifer  upon  him  the  title  of 
Jtalicus,   in  imitation  6f  the  prece- 
deiJts'in  awcien,t  Rome,  and  in  some 
modi  rn  states.'  AH  parties  agreed  in 
acknowf(cdg?ng  the    cxtracirdinarjr 
n^erit  of  Buonaparte',  and  the  won- 
derful actions  be  had  performed. 
But  there  was  also  a  party,  which,' 
though  it  ditj  notdeny  the  ^greatness' 
of  his  ejcpWits,  did  not  however  co- 
incide in  the  propriety  of  suchjTri- 
compence.  ,  They  either  thqughr^ 
or  pretended*  to  think,  it  inconsist- 
ent with  ihQse  maxims  of  simplicity, 
in  rewards,  that  had  hitherto  distin- 
guished the  reppblican  government. 
This  surmise >yas deemed,  byagreat 
part  of  the  public,  to  be  founded  in, 
envy  more  than,  in  truth,  and  pro- 
ceeding from  the  royal  rather  than  - 
the   republican  pahv.    The  hopes 
of  those  that  longed  for  the  return 
of  monarchy  were  so  enfeebled  by 
the  events  of    the    campaign  of 
Italy,   that  they  amid  not  disguise^ 
their  grief.     It  was  not  from  thena^ 
the  author  of  these  events  could  ex-^ 
pcct  ta  be  rewarded  for  what  they ' 
would   have  been    Vetter  pleased 
that   he     h^d     never    performed. 
Thus  a  distinction,  which  -the  ma- 
jority of  people  asserted  he  Bad  high- 
ly deservedly  wa^    withheld  from 
him  through  resentment  and  envy, 
by. the  intrigues  of  the  enemies  to 
the  republic,  under   pretence  of^ 
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y:ttog  canformahljr  to  its  princi- 

The  in  JiSerence  testified  oo  this 
and  oa  some  preceding  occasions,  at 
the^uccesse^  ot  Baooapartc  and  hi.s 
conipar.ions  ia  amis,  produced  both 
]a  biin  and  ifaem  a  suspicion,  that 
inaitfvolciit  designs  were  hnvboared 
against  the  republic  i  and  tiiat,  nctr 
iritij«itauding  the  warratii  expressed 
br  the  nuraerotis  iu.ijority  in  its  fa* 
vour,  a  secret  party  was  forming 
that  consisted  of  men  equally  artful 
and  persevering,  who  would  cm- 
ploy  eyery  possible  method  of  de- 
preciating the  services  rendered  to 
it,  and  who  were  at  the  same  time 
«o  iboroui^hly  determined  to  effect 
their  purpo^s,  that  no  obstacles 
could  weary  cut  their  patience  iq 
striving  to  compass  them. 

From  this  'persuasion  of  theircom* 
J  Diander-in-chief  and  his  officers, 
a''0!ie  the  repeated  assurances  of  in- 
vicbbk  attachment  and  fidelity  to 
tiie  existing  government.  They 
thought  rhem  necessary  to  impose  a 
le^traiot  upon  its  opposers,  and  to 
deter  them  from  the  attempts  they 
mi^ht  be  •  meditating,,  by  letting 
them  sec  how  resolutely  and  effec* 
tually  they  would  be  resisted.  * 

In  order  to  omciliate  the  mind?  of 
all  people' to  the  republic,  Biwjna- 
pdHe  had  been  particubriy  solicit- 
ous ^v<  r  -mce  his  appointment  tg 
the  !»upraDe  command  of  the  tireuch 
aniiy  in  Italy,  to  distinguish  him*- 
self  by  a  punctyul  observauce  of  all 
those  maxims,  on  which  the  Jtealuus 
and  sinct^ni  ^jepubllcans  chii^liy 
prided  themselves.  He  caat.io.usly 
avoided  all  osteiualion,  and  in  his 
pcrsunaldemenuor  iradily  put  him-- 
bc\i  on  a  foot  ng  of  perfect  equality 
with  all  pcrso;is  of  decent  situations 
i»  society,  kiencc  he  had  made 
bimsc^'  »  oumber  of  fn§uds,  aot 


only  among  the  French*  but  among 
tlie  Italians,  who  liad  hitherto  expc* 
rienced  little  of  that  cnnd(*bcension« 
pspecaily  from  the  Germans,  who 
seldom  studied  to  make  their iiutho« 
rity  acceptable  aifioug  theoiti  es« 
The  French  commaiideriicveromii* 
ted  any  op(X)rtuni!y  of  ingratiating 
himself  cither  in  his  private  or  pub« 
lie  intercourse,  for  either  of  which 
he  was  equally  qualified,  by  hisedu-^ 
cation  and  the  politene&s  ot  h:» 
manners.  THeinfiuence  he  had  ac- 
quired, by  th  fit  m(  ai)s,  poHslblv  wa$^ 
not  inferior  to  that  which  t>e  had  ob* 
taiiied  by  his^^pioits.  These  made 
him  dreaded,  but  ilie  others  pr<»cu- 
red  him  esteem  and  attaci^menC* 
Th.'  solicitude  be  had  m4njt'ebted» 
in  effecting  and  consolidating  thft 
foedcral  union  between  the  repub«> 
lies  of  M  hich  he  had  eucoiiraeed 
the  foandatioii,  had,  more  thi^naay 
other  circu Instance,  i[ai>ed  his  Vame 
and  credit  anuiug  the  Itilian  poll* 
ticians,  who  had  long  ^\ysbed  for 
the  revival  of  such  s>Mtcn^s  in.tlicir 
Cviuntry,  reo^ilecting  how  much  it 
had  tormcrly  llourisheii  undi^r  thcmi 

in  compliance  with  this  disposi. 
tlon,  which  was  now  become  very 
general  in  Italy,  and  to  give  ii  e^'erf- 
possible  countenance  and  encouragev 
jueut,  the  Fi  ench  commaader^  w\^\\p 
on  the  papal  territories,  availod  hii>^ 
self  of  that  opportunity,  to  take  ri^ 
spcctful  notice  of  thcf  little  bv.t  an* 
.cient  commonw^lth  of  $t.  M^rini^ 
bltuatcd  in  the  duchy  of  UrbiOQ. 
He  deputed  thither  citizen  Moiig«» 
one  of  the  commisfiopers  of  art^ 
and  a  n^ember  of  the  Mational  instil 
tute,  a  man  of  genius  and  know^ 
ledge.  The  commisiiioner  made  «. 
Speech  to  the  people  of  Sl^  Marino» 
which  seemed  to  b^  intended  an  all 
address  to  all  Italy;  apd  indeed  to  ail 
Europe.      He  observed  tha( lib  njv 
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trhieh  had  tninsfonned  the  ancient 
Grcckft  and  Reinans  into  heroes,  and 
bad,  in  latter  ages,  revi^'ed  the  arts 
and  sciences  in  the  republics  df  Ita* 
ly,  had,  while  nearly  banished  from 
the  face  of  Europe,  still  existed  in 
St.  Marino/vhere,  by  the  wisdom  of 
the  government,  and  the  virtue  of 
the  people,  it  had  been  preserved  tor 
centuries,  llie  French  too,  he  said, 
after  a  whole  age  of  know]edge>  had 
at  length  perceived  their  own  slavery, 
and  asserted  their  freedom  But  the 
towers  of  Europe,  shutting  their 
eves  to  the  interest  of  mankind,  had 
confederated  against  the  libmy  of 
France,  and  thought  to  partition  it 
dbiong  them.  1  he  FVen*.  h  ^  ene  as* 
aailed  on  ail  their  frontiers;  and 
what  most  aggravated  their  calami- 
ties, many  of  their  own  countrymen 
united  with  the  enemy  to  distress 
them.  Bui  iht-y  stood  fiim  in  the 
midst  of  all  dangers*  and  gradually 
overcame  all  their  enemies.  Some 
were  glad  to  relinquish  ihet^onfede- 
racy,  and  others  were  compelled  to 
aoe  for  peace.  Jealousy,  pride,  and 
kntred,  kept  together  th'  ir  remain* 
loes.  The  French  had,  in  the 
courae  ot  the  present  campaign,  de^ 
Itmyed  four  Austrian  armies j  but 
the  enemy  still  rejected  peace.  The 
commissioner  then  assured  the  peo- 
ple of  St.  Marine  of  peace  and 
friendship  on  the  part  of  France. 
Were  any  of  their  possessions  to  be 
tfipnted,  or  any  adjacent  territory 
necessary  to  their  well-being,  they 
might  freely  apply  to  the  good  of- 
fices of  the  republic. 

The  answer  to  this  address  was  re- 
tpcctfui  and  temperate*  After  ex- 
piesamg  thoseaentiments  of  admira*' 
iion»  at  the  valour  and  heroism  of  the 
Freadi  general  and  his  army,  to 
•ivhicli  they  w^re  justly  entitled,  the 
cttizeoaef  SuMarioo  modestly  de* 


drfied  those  oflTers  of  addition  to 
their  small  territory,  which  had 
been  made  by  the  French  commia* 
sfoner,  telling  him,  that  simplicity 
ofmannen,  and  the  enjoyment  of 
liberty,  were  tfie  best  mheritaoce 
tninsnJtted  to  them  by  their  ancea* 
tors ;  and  that,  content  with  fteir 
mediocrity,  they  dreaded  aggran- 
disement,' as  dangerous  to  their 
fi-eedom.  The  only  request  they 
would  make  was  the  protection  of 
France. 

The  moderation  and  prudroce  of 
the  inhabitants  of  this  little  republic 
was  justljr  rewarded  by  tlie  munifi- 
cence of  the  Ficnch  commander. 
He  presented  it  with  four  pieces  of 
carnon,  in  the  name  of  the  French 
republic.  He  exempted  their  pos- 
sessions in  the  Rom«;na,  from  alt 
tontributions*  and  refused  the  ten- 
der of  paymier.t  for  a  considerable 
qtiantity  of  corn,  of  which  he  ge- 
nerously made  th#^m  a  donatioo. 

Buonapjfte  had  not  only  aigna- 
lized  himself  by  feats  of  arms  :^  he 
had  equally  succeeded  in  that  object 
which  waa  requisite  for  the  com- 
plete attainment  of  the  purposes  of 
his  expedition.  Thesewcte  to  revo- 
lutionize the  minds  of  the  Italiana, 
the  better  to  fit  them  for  thoae 
changes  in  their  various  govern* 
metits,  that  woulo  assimilate  them 
to  the  system  established  in  France. 
Republican  principles  had  taken 
forcible  root  in  rnany^  if  notify  most 
cf  those  plapes  subdued  by  die 
French,  or  rather  tdm  from  their 
former  owners^  for  the  tmancipa- 
tbn  of  tlie  nations,  to  speak  th^ 
language  of  thc^e  as  well  as  of  the 
French  themselves,  who  boasted 
that^  contrarily  to  the  practice  of 
crowned  heads,  they  conouered  fpr 
the  benefit  of  mankind  at  large,  and 
aooght  no  other  enaolaQkeiit  from 
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tbeir  Tktoriesy  than  the  glory  of 
ddiTtno^r  nations  from  tyianny. 

These  ideas  had  spread  ^r  aid 
^de  among  the  Italkos,  together 
vith  the  hope  of  seeing  their  coop« 
tijre-attun  its  indepeadeoce  and 
ffldeot  spkndour.  The  remem- 
bnnfae  of  tboie  od^Mrated  names^ 
that  bad  done  it  so  much  credit  of 
oU,  was  now  recalled  with  entha* 
aaira.  Peculiar  honours  were  paid 
to  the  spot  where  Virgil  was 
bom.  Amooooient  was  erected 
to  his  aiemoi7»  ^^  similar  memo- 
nahwere  intended  to  perpetuate 
tbe  feme  of  other  illustrious  noen, 
vho  had  adorned  their  country  ei- 
ther in  ionna  times,  or  in  modem 

Nomeronswere  the  effusions  and 
testimoaiaU  of  their  gratitude  to 
tbe  Freuch,  for  reviving  their  ex- 
pectations to  recover  those  free  go- 
verDooents,  under  ^Uch  some  of 
the  Italian  states  bad  once  made  so 
floQiishing  a  figure.  While  the  re- 
publican arm7  was  advanciDg  to- 
vanis  Rome,  some  of  its  many 
well-wjsfaers  in  that  city  had  al- 
ready nated  in  their  determinat- 
tions  a  statue  to  its  commander, 
with  an  inscription  to  coramemo* 
nte  the  restitution  of  the  senate 
aiul  peoi^  1^  iheir  primitive  power 
^dignity. 

At  Faensa,  the  inhabitants  actu^ 
a%  erected  a  triumphal  arch  to  tbe 
^Mmour  of  the  French,  and  of  Biio- 
napaitc,  spectfytog  their  victory 
over  the  papsd  army,  and  securing 
thereby  the  liberty  of  that  city. 
The  fix  Was,  that  the  governments 
exercised  over  the  different  people 
of  Italy,  in  the  ecclesiastical  state 
especially,  were  fallen  so  low  in  tbe 
estimation  of  the  public,,  that  a 
large  proportion  of  the  inhabitants 
were  heartily  desirous  of  a. change. 


The  cleigy  in  the  pope's  dominioni 
engrossed  all  the  authority,  and  the 
oth^  countries  were  in  the  bands  of  v 
fore^ers^   Hence  the  nationalspi- 
rit  oi'  the  natives  was  extinct,  and    - 
they  felt  no  interest  in  the  tnuisac*^ . 
tioos  of  their  rulers,  looking  upon 
themsdves,  as  wholly  unconcerned 
either  in  tl)»good  or  the  ill  success 
of  their  measures. 

While  Buonaparte  was  patting 
the  last  bai>d  tothesettlement  of  di& 
fcrences  with  the  court  of  Rome^ 
and  of  the  af&irs  of  tbe  newly  con- 
stituted republics,  tbe  councils  of 
the  Imperial  court  were  no  leas  bu- 
sily occupied  in  preparing  the  means 
of  disputing,  odce  more,  the  em* 
pire  of  Italy,  with  this  fortunate 
commander.  Thepoint,  that  seemed 
chiefly  in  contemplation,  was  whom  - 
to  appoint  Boocesaor  to  those  gene- 
rals, whom  he  had  successively  de^ 
ieated.    Sevecd  were  proposed,  and . 
in  truth,  the  Austrian  armies  were 
not  deficient  in  officers  of  experi- 
ence and  reputation  -,  but  tbe  gene- 
ral voice  seemed  to  pronounce  in 
favour  of  tbe  archduke  Charles. 
His  conduct  and  successes,  during 
the  last  campaign,  had  made  him  ^ 
ver>'  conspicuous,  and  his  dosing  it 
with  the* taking  of  Kehl,  and  by 
compelling  tbe  French    to  retire 
within  toetr  own  liolitSt  bad  raised 
him  a  great  hame  in  all  Germany. 
These   ciccumstancea    determined 
the  Itnperial  ministry  to  fix  upon 
this  young  prince  as  the  fittest  rival 
to  oppose  to  Buonaparte. 

In  order  to  send  him  to  the  field, 
with  all  tbe  advantages  that  could 
be  procured,  every  exertion  wa* 
made  ibrougbqut  the  Austrian  do« 
minions,  to  furnish  him  with  an 
army  fit  to  revivt  the  hopes  of  his 
family  and  bis  country,  both  uhich, 
rightly  considered  the  efforts  that 
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wete  making  for  another  tnal  of 
fortune,  to  be  ihe  Jast  that -could 
possibly  be  madr.  PuU  of  this  per- 
suasion^  a  most  formidable  arniy  was 
again  dbllected^  from  the  numerous 
divisions  and  gaiTisons  in  the  Aus- 
trian service.  Their  patriotism  and 
honour  were  equally  excited  by 
ev^'  motive  that  conld  stimulate 
el  the  r.  To  do  the  Aa^t  rians  j  ast  i  ce, 
they  had  displayed  enough  of  both 
to  preserve  their  oharacter  unsul- 
lied. But  the  extremiiy  to  which 
their  sovweign  and  their  country 
was  now  reduced  evidently  called 
for  greater  exertions  than  ever. 

Ihe  archduke  Charles^  though 
a- prince  of  high  spirit^  and  of  an 
enterprizing  disposition^  was  not 
by  the  public  reputed  an  adequate 
match  for  Buonaparte.  This  latter 
had  raised  himself  entirely  by  his 
talents  and  merit ;  but  the  former 
o^edwbat  he  was  evidently  to  his 
royal  birth.  No  expectations  were 
fbrmed>  by  those  who  attended  to 
their  respective  characters,  that  he 
-would  be  able  to  cope  with  the 
abilities  of  the  French  general. 

'  The  Austrians  had  been  so  com- 
pletel}  defeated  at  the  battle  of  Ri- 
▼oIi«  (bat  they  had  ever  since  been 
aver^e  to  take  the  field  against  the 
Prcr.ch.  Ihey  were  cautiously  post- 
ed on  the  northern  side  of  the  Piava, 
waiting  for  the  reinforcements  of 
which  the  Archduke's  army  was 
chiefly  to  consist.  The  French,  on 
the  south  of  that  rire:r,  and  ot  the 
Lavisio,  were  watchful  of  their  mo* 
tion.s  constantly  rolling  thtm 
whenever  they  attempted  to  cross 
either.  Part  /)f  February  and  of 
March  were  consumed, in  hostilities 
of  this  nature. 

As  soon  as  thf*  archduke  had  as- 
sumed the  command,  the  French 
fietermiued  to  march  against  him^ 


hcfoi«  he  had  received  a  farther  ad- 
dition to  the  strength  already  arr?^ 
vcd.  To  this  intent  they  advanced 
to  the  Piava,  in  three  divisions.  The? 
first  commanded  byMasscna,  cfli^ct- 
ed  its  passage  over,  ncarF^ltti,  on 
the  tenth  of  Maich,  and  compel- 
led the  Austrians  to  withdraw  to 
Belluno,  higher  up  thfrt  ri  ver.  The- 
second  division,  under  SeiTurier, 
proceeded  to  Asola,  in  the  neig^h- 
bourhood  of  which,  he  afto  crosse?d 
on  the  twelfth y  after  putting  to  the 
rout  a  body  of  Austrians  thal'oppo* 
sed  him.  Several  other  corps  were 
encamped  near  this  one  :  but  they 
did  not  venture  to  support  it,  and 
they'all  made  a  precipitate  retreat, 
in  apprehension  of  being  surrounded 
and  cutotfbythe  two  dtii.'tions  that 
had  already  crossed,  and  by  another 
that  was  then  crossing  the  river. 
It  was  headed  by  general  Guiaux, 
who  advauced  that  very  evening  to 
'  Conaglion.o,  and,  on  the  next  day, 
the  thirteenth,  to  Sacali,  where  he 
evcrtook  the  rear  guard  of  a  large 
division  of  the  Austrians,  and  made 
a  number  of  prisoners.  Massena, 
after  taking  possesstoD  of  Belluno, 
pursued  the  enemy  that  was  retreat- 
ing to  Cadora,  and  took  some  hun- 
dreds. On  the  sixteenth,  all  the 
French  divisions  directed  their 
march  to  the  Tagliamento.  The 
Austrians  were  entrtnclied  on  tlie 
opposite  side,  in  hope  of  being 
more  successful,  tn  defending  the 
passage  of  this  river»  than  of  the: 
Piava.  The  archduke  commanded 
them  ip  person,  and  was  duly  sen- 
sible of  the  necessity  of  stopping  the 
progress  of  the  French,  and  that,  by 
passing  this  rivcr>  they  would  be 
able  to  over-run  a  large  extent  of 
country.  This  action,  which  both 
he  and  Buonaparte  consideretl  a^ 
decisiv6| ,  began  at  mid-da/«^    The 
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"Frtnch  were  by  this  time  arrived  oo 
the  Inuiks  of  the  rivpry  and.  the  pas* 
aage  was  immediately  commenced. 
Their  right  and  kft,  protected  by 
a  formidable  artillery,  were  directed 
by  Buonaparte,  to  cross  the  river, 
mi  to  attack  the  enemy  in  flank, 
vrbile  the  centre  made  its  passage 
ia  their  front.  His  orders  were  ex« 
ecuted  with  the  completcSt  success . 
Both  the  cavalry  and  infantry  of  ihe 
Austrians  were  drawn  up  with  the 
utmost  skill,  and  behaved  with  so 
moch  firmness  iu  their  respective 
pusitions,  as  for  a  while  to  balance 
thefbitaoe  of  the  day  :  but  the  p^s- 
agt  being  at  length  effected  every 
where,  and  the  repeated  charges  of 
the  Austrians  having  failed  to  make 
that  impression  upon  the  French, 
which  vTTis  hoped*  from  the  bravery 
of  the  soldier8»  and  the  judgement 
«r  thote  who  conducted  them,  it 
was  found  necessary  to  have  re- 
course to  a  retreat.  The  principal 
loss,  in  this  affair,  fell  iipon  the  of* 
Geers  of  the  Imperialists ;  one  of 
their  generals  was  slain >  and  several 
officers  of  rank  were  made  prisoners  9 
with  some  hundreds  of  men^  besides 
those  that  were  slain. 

The  defeat  of  the  Austrians  was 
chiefly  owing  to  the  superiority  of 
the  French  artillery.  It  struck  them 
with  such  terrof,  that,  after  qiutting 
the  fit.  Id  of  battle,  they  could  not 
be  prevailed  on  to  make  a  stand. 
The  arcliduke  had  taken  an  'ad* 
nntagcous  post  at  a  village,  where 
be  p»'up)8^dto  maintain  his  ground, 
tai  nsk  another  combat,  the  next 
morning;  but  the  discouragement 
cf  his  men,  and  the  impetuosity  with 
which  it  was  ass^lcd  by  the  FrencS, 
sctwitbstanding-  a  dark  and  tern** 
peatijous  night,  compelled  him  to 
abandon  his  design.  Tne  Austrians 
^rt  4i-iveu  from  their  po.n,  aud  it 


.  vi'Tis  with  diilicttlty,  that^cctfectd 
his  own  escape. 

The  passages  of  the  Piava>  and 
of  the  TagliameotOy  decided  th« 
contest  between  the  archduke  aud 
Buonaparte.  The  whole  country 
to  the  north  of  these  rivers  now  lay 
open  to  the  French.  The  repub* 
lican  army  spread  itself  immediately 
into  every  direction,  the  Imperial 
troops  n'tirirrg  before  them  with  4 
visibly  diminished  resistance.  These 
evacuated  Palmanova,  of  which 
the  p'icnch  took  possession,  on 
the  eighteenth,  with  immense  ma- 
gazines of  provisions.  They  ad« 
vanced  on  tlie  nineteenth  to  Gra» 
disca,  a  town  of  importance  On  the 
river  Lizonzo.  The  Austrians  were 
posted  in  force  oa  the  opposite 
bank ;  but  the  French  havmg  ef* 
fected  a  passage,  made  themselrcf 
masters  of  the  heights  command- 
ing the  town,  upon  which  it  was 
obliged  to  surrender,  and  the  gar« 
risoQ,  consisting  of  the  best  troops 
in  the  archduke's  army,  were  made 
prisorers  of  war  to  the  emount  of 
tliree  thousand.  Another  French 
division  proceeding  northward  fron 
the  Tagiiamento,  drove  the  retreat- 
ing enemy  as  far  as  Fonteba,  after 
repeatedly  defeating  him,  and  ma* 
king  numbers  prisoners,  with  vast 
quantities  of  stores. 

The  capture  of  Gradisca  wae 
followed  by  that  of  Goritz,  on  the 
tweoty-first  of  March.  The  Aus- 
trians withdrew  from  this  place  in 
such  haste,  that  they  Jeft  Hheeu 
hundred  sick  and  wounded  in  the  > 
hospitals,  with  all  their  previsions 
and  stores.  Both  these  town  be* 
longing  to  the  emperor,  the  French 
commander  settled  a  municipal  go* 
vernmciit  iu  tliem,  on  the  rep0oii» 
can  fotm,  declaring  them  in  poises* 
sion  of  all  (ho  rights  aij|l  privilege* 

they 


Digitized 


byGopgk 


tS]      ANNUAL    REGISTER,    1797. 


Ibcj  rfi^Tc  entitled  to  claim.  He 
tre^itejd  them  altogether  with  mark- 
ed lenity,  ill  order,  douhtless,  to  pre- 
pare the  way  for  a  ready  Buhmi«sion, 
on  the  part  of  those  cities  and  dis- 
tricts, in  the  Imperial  territories^ 
whieh,  in  the  course- of  hostilities, 
h^  would  shortly  be  necessitated  to 
reduce  to  his  obedience. 

After  the  reduction  of  these  two 
towns,  a  body  of  French  was  dis- 
patched totake  possession  of  Trieste  j 
the  only  sea  port  belonging  to 
the  emperor  on  the  Adriatic.  It 
fell  into  their  hands  on  the  twenty- 
third  of  March.  Here,  and  in  its 
▼icinity,  they  found  an  immense 
booty, 

In  the  mean  time,  general  Guieux 
and  Mas^ena  were  advancing,  from 
the  different  quarters,  to  Ae  bor- 
ders of  Carinthia.  The  former  at- 
tacked the  Austrians  intrenched  at 
Pus^ros  a  strong  position  at  the  en- 
trance of  the  narrow  passes  of  Ca- 
poralto,  into  which  he  drove  them 
with  considerable  loss.  The  latter 
possessed  himself  of  Tarvis,  a  place 
on  the  opposite  side  of  those  pas- 
tes; by  which  motion  the  Aus- 
tnans,  driven  from  Pusero,  were  in- 
closed between  the  two  French  di- 
visions. A  large  body  of  Austrian s 
marched  from  Clagenfurth,  in  Ca- 
rinthia, to  their  rehef,  and  assailed 
M^ssena .  at  Tarvis,  where  a  most 
obstinate  battle  was  fought :  but 
the  Austrians  were  entirely  de- 
feated. Three  of  their  generals 
were  taken,  and'  a  celebrated  re- 
giment of  Cuirassiers,  almost  de- 
stroyed*  General  Guieux  had,  in 
the  mean  while,  pushed  the  Austri- 
ans. in  the  defile,  as  far  as  Lachiusa, 
a  strongly  fortified  post,  which  he 
carried,  however,  after  a  resolute 
-defence.  They  endeavoured  to 
inake  a  retreat  |   but  were  tntei- 


cepted  by  the  viGtorious  divbion^ 
under  Massena.  The  loss  of  the 
Austrians  on  this  occasion*  besides 
{  the  slain,  amounted  to  five  thousand 
'-prisoners,  amvng  whom  were  four 
generals,  thirty  pieces  of  cannon, 
and  four  hundred  waggons  with  all 
the  baggage. 

This  was  a  fatal  day  to  the  Im- 
perial arms.  It  clotted,  in  a  man-t' 
ner,  the  hopes  tliat  had  till  remain* 
e^  of  better  fortune,  under  the  aua-^ 
pices  of  the  archduke  Charles,,  and 
raised  the  opinion  entertained  of 
Buonaparte  to  the  highest  summit. 
What  priiJcipally  alarmed  the  court 
of  Vienna  was  the  proximity  of 
the  French  army  to  the  Hun^anaas^ 
a  people,  that  had  not  forgotten  the 
struggles  of  their  forefathers^minst 
the  usurpation  of  the  house  ofAus- 
tria,  and  the  danger  lest  a  simi- 
lar spirit  of  resistance  should  be  re- 
generated among  them,  especially 
as  they  had  such  recent  causes  of 
discontent. 

A  specimen  of  the  unconquerable, 
^  and,  in  truth,it  may  be  said,  insolent 
8pirit,inf  Qsed  by  the  republican  prin- 
ciples current  among  the  French, 
had  been  exhibited  by  their  pri- 
soners in  the  herediury  states,  dur- 
ing the  last  summer.  On  the  tenth 
of  August,  the  daywheieon  the 
unhappy  Lewis  the  sixteenth  was 
dethroned^  a  number  of  them^  con- 
fined at  Clagenfurth,  the  principal 
town  of  the  province  of  Carinthia^ 
celebrated  this  event,  with  marked 
exultation,  in  defiance,  »»  it  were, 
of  the  Austrian  government.  The 
formalities^  that  accompanied  theob-^ 
servance  ot  this  day,  were  all  cal- 
culated to  manifest  their  hatred  of 
royal  power,  and  their  attachment 
to  republicanism,  and  especially  to 
that  equality  of  rank  which  admits 
ted  of  no  distinction  among  men, 
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h^  tbatwhich  molted  {irom  ?}Ttti9 
and  m^rit. 

The  French  pmonen  in  tlie  Im- 
peiial  daminioDt,  were  alike  every* 
vheie^  in  this  netpect,  and  teemed, 
in  troth*  to  court  the  notice  of  Che 
iDb|ects  of  Aitftria,  hj  the  unre- 
•tnnoed  liberties  thej  assumed  upon 
all  occasiont  of  this  nature,  Ttieir 
fwechesy  their  aongs,  their  deyjcea» 
aii  tended  to  shew  m  what  contempt 
thfv  held  an  people  that  submitted 
to  UK  goTenuaent  of  kings,  and 
now  nnniy  thcj  were  determined 
never  again  to  admit  them  into 
France/ 

Thb  demeanour  of  the  French, 
under  tbe.Yery  eye  of  the  Austrian 
SO«mnient,  and  in  the  heart  of  the 
empire,  occasioned  no  small  uneasi- 
ness to  those  who  reflect  with  how 
muchfacflity  such  notions  mi^t  be 
propagated  among  the  multitude, 
xmred  with  the  seteritt  of  their 
rulen,  and  oppressed'  witn  the  ma* 
nifold  burdens  laid  upon  tbem,  for 
the  mamtenance  of  a  war^  which  the 
Bttjority  of  people  disapproved  in 
•2cin ;  though  the  dread  of  being 
punuhed  for  a  manifestation  of  their 
i^ntiaientStCompeUed  them  to  feign 
approbation. 

It  was  now  become  tmseasonable 
>nd  dangerot»  to  attempt  the  sup* 
pf^on  of  these  sentiments  among 
^  gteat  number  of  French  dis- 
poned b  the  towns  on  the  borders 
of  die  pretent  theatre  of  war  The 
approach  of  Buonaparte, and  his  vie* 
^xmoa%  army,  had  filled  them  with 
additbnal  boldness^  and  strong  sui* 
pidons  were  entertained,  by  the 
-Imperial  ministry,  that  in  Hungary, 
™  in  Austria  itself,  they  hadadhe- 
'^t*  to  their  principles^  numerous 
eoongfatoform  themselves  into  a 
2^ag  party,  were  eccuwences  to 
mtat  their  iccret  tacUnations» 


Tn€  umntei i uplad  cpottttnaiice 
of  the  French  commander's  good 
fortune  grew  daily  more  alarming. 
That  part  of  his  army,  which  had 
penetrated  lAto  the  Tyrol,  had  kept 
equal  pace  with  that  under  his  own 
inspection*  Joubert,  who  commind* 
ed  it,  had^  with  his  usual  activity 
and  success,  madehimself  master  of 
most  of  tlie  strong  posts  in  that 
.  country ;  and,  seconded  .by  the  ma* 
ny  exjHnt  offcees  un^er  bim,  had 
obutoed  some  signal  advantages. 
He  surroonded  a  bm  bpdy  of  im« 
periaiists,  on  the  Lavisio,  where 
they  had  taken  potsessiot^of  adrao* 
tageons  ground,  with  an  intention 
to  dispute  the  entrance  of  the  inner 
coimtry.  This  body  was  chiefly 
composed  of  Tyrolean  riflemen,  fa« 
mous  for  their  dexterity  in  that 
'manner  of  fighting*  The  combat 
was  long  and  bloody,  hut  terminated 
in  the  toul  overthrow  of  the  Imperi* 
alists:  two  thousand  were  kiUed^and 
four  thousand  made  prisoners.  The 
remainder  withdrew  higher  up  the 
river,  towardaBotaen«  They  halted 
at  Tramin,  a  situation  of  strength, 
where  they  made  a  vigorous  de« 
feniee.  But  notwithsundiag  the 
bravery  and  Oondtict  of  genijral 
Laudohn,  their  conmander,  thev 
were  at  length  complexly  worsted, 
their  retreat  to  Botzenctitoff,and  all 
that  could  escape,  forced  to  take  i^ 
fuge  in  the  neighbouringmottntains. 
After  securing  Botzen,  Joubert  di« 
rccted  his  march  to  Clausen,  where 
the  Austrianshad  assembled  a  great 
for^«  Here  a  furious  conflict  en- 
sued, and  success  long  remained 
doubtAil,  so  strongly  were  the  Im- 
perialists pofted.  The  centre  of 
the  French,  headed  by  Joubert  in 
person,  succeeded  at  last,  afler  re* 
peated  efforts,  in  hfedting  the  ene« 
ay's  line.     This  at  90ce  decided 
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tjie  ^ay;  Thevlmpe/ial  troops  wjpre 
Avljolly  roulccl,  and  dfteeii  huiidrcrd 
captuKii»  besides  tiie  slaia.  llicy 
fled  ia  .dkord^  from  Clause »  to 
IJiixen,  closely  pursued  by  the. 
French,  who  took  possession  gf  this 
imp^laiit  place,  which  the  enemy 
abandoned  withpreciphalion.  In 
these  several  adtions,  particularly  of 
Ttamin,  general  Du^nas,  at  the  head 
of  the  Ircnch  cavalry,  did  signal 
services-  Here  hp  first  broke  the 
enemy,  and  took  six  hundred  pri- 
sbnera,  which  led  the  way  to  their 
cjitife  defeat. 

The  victories  obtained  by  Buo- 
XTaparte*^  generals,  or  those  wherein 
he  presided  in  persoii,  had  uow 
brought  hia>  to  the  borders  of  Ca-. 
linthia.  Desirous  of  reconciling  the 
inhabitants  of  this  province  to  the 
entrance  of  the  French,  and  no  less 
in  order  to  avail  himself  of  the  op- 
portunity to  dipect  an  address, 
through  them,  to  all  the  people 
of  Germauy,  he  issi^ed  a  proclama* 
tion,  v/b.vrcin  he  disclaimed  all 
purposes  of  con  quest  over  th^  em- 
pire* The  sole  aim  of  the  French 
^oveirnmenty  he  said,  was  to  termi- 
nate this  calamitous  war  ;  but  the 
Imperial  court  had  refused  to  attend 
Co  the  proposals  of  peace  offw*red  to 
it,  Conupted  by  the  gold  of  Eng- 
Ikad,  the  emperor^s  ministers  be- 
trayed bcth^  li^m  and  his  subjects, 
and  rendered  them  the  tools  oF  that 
^ower.  He  was  conscious,  he  said, 
tliat  the  war  was  contrary  to  the 
senee  of  both  his  German  and  Hun- 
garian subjects.  He,  therefore,  i li- 
mited them  to  enter  into  terms  of 
imity.  He  required  no  contribu- 
tions :  all  he  asked  of  them  was^ 
tlhat  they  would  furnish  provisions 
tb  his  army,  for  which tluy  should 
ie  indemnified^  by  lieing  discharged 


6*op  all  the  imposts  tjic}- wcre-us^ 
to  pay  to  the  emperor.  ^ 

^  'il*ia  j)rockraalion,as  well  as  the 
ipany  others,  issued  occasiuiuily  by 
the  I'Vcnch  commander,  made  iittls 
iinpresbion  upon  those  to  whom  tlicy 
were  i.ddrf'ssed.  But  they  served 
as  manifc^itos  to  the  politic  world*, 
and,  in  the  opinion  of  many,  J4^ti- 
fied  the  French  in  their  endeavours 
to  force  their  ciwraics  to  accede. to 
a  peace,  which,  had  these  been  vic- 
torious,, they  yfould  have  dictated 
to  the  French,  as  peremptorily,  at 
least,  as  thsst:  did  to  them. 

The  close  of  March  was  ap- 
proaching. Si  ace  the  tenth  the 
Austrians  had  not  only  been  expel-. 
L'd  from »their  posts,  in  the  territory 
of  Venice,  but  had  lost  the  most  con- 
siderable of  those  upon  tlieir  .owa 
frontiers..  The  province  of  Carui- 
ola  was  nearly  in  the  possession  -cf 
the  French,  who  had  entered  Ca- 
rinthia  and  encamped  on  the  south- 
em  side  of  the  Drave,  at  some 
distance  from  Clagenfurth,  th«  capl<« 
till  of  till  J  province.  General  Mas* 
Sena's  1  vision  pushed  forward*  on 
t'.i'j  ivvcnty-ninth,  towards  that  city. 
The  main  body  of  the  Austrians 
were  drawn  up  befcfre  it,  to  rvcyive 
him;  but  after  a  alight  lesistance, 
and  the  loss  of  some  hundreds  kiU^'d 
and  taken,  it  retired  with  all  specd« 
and  the  archduke  abandoned  that 
place,  wliich,  being  his  head-quar- 
ters, the  loss  of  it  cnst  a  damp  oa 
tlie  whole  Impcricd  army.  The 
French  now  crossed  the  Drave,  and 
advanced  beyond  it  to  Friisach. 
a  post  of  importance,  Wnile  their 
central  division  was  thus  gaining 
ground,  the  left,  under  Joubert,  was 
making  no  less  progress  in  the  Ty- 
rol. He  had  been  reinforced  by  si 
^ody  of  cavalry,  commanded  by  ^e*- 
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Hera!  Zk^ouzccV,  one  oFtHose  Polish 
o^cefs"who  had  taken* tif)afm'^'with 
Ktjsdii^o,  far  the  'demerance  of 
their  ooantr)'  r  and.'stxjner-  thnn 
«u!)i^ either  to  the  Rusrfamor  the 
Aiistrians,  had  preferred  a  roluntarf 
f^xile,  and  entered  into  the  service  of 
the  French  republic.  The  Innieri- 
»r«ts  hnd  pmteA  themselves  in  tiie 
dnfi\c5,  leading  to  IpspruA,  the  ca- 
pital of  the  Tyrol.'  Here  they  .u^erc 
attarfced  by  Jonber<;  on  th^  ISvfnty- 
eighth  of  AfanA.  As  they^consistcd 
of  veterans,  detached*  froth  the 
Rhine,  porposel^  for  tW*  defence 
of  this  province,  it  was  hoped  they 
would  have  been  able  io  guani  its 
accesses;  bat  the  char^  of  the 
French;  seconded  by  thetr  artillery, 
vas  so  impetuouSf^that  the  passed 
'Were  (breed,  am!  the  Imperial  troops 
routed,  with  the  loss  of  six  hundred 
pri*>ncn,  exdusirer  of  those  who 
fell  in  the  action,  together  with  the 
whole  of  their  baggage.  The  divi- 
sion  of  the  right,  qrtder  B^iadotte, 
Was  eqadlly  successlhl.  It  comr 
pietcd  the  reduction  of  the  pro- 
vince of  Camiol^,  by  the  capture  of 
iaubacb,  its  capital,  on  the  first  of 
April.  This  opened  the  wdj',  on 
to  side,  to  an  entrance  into  the 
povince  of  Stiria;  contiguous  to 
Aaltria  itself.  In-  these  different 
Expeditions,  the  French*  acquired 
an  immense  booty,  in  clothing, 
atms,  and  military  stores  of  ail  de- 
saipiions,  and  in  magazines,  filled 
with  all  sQrts  of  provisions. 

On  the  same  day,  Massona'g  divi- 
sion, which,  after  taking  possession 
of  Clagcnfurth,  had  penetrated  into 
the  conntry  beyond  the  Drave, 
marched  in  force  to  attack  a  large 
hody  of  Imperialists,  posred  in  the 
defiles,  leading  to  Neumark,  and 
<aoiaaaded  by  ihe  archduke  in  jier* 


son  '  *rh#  encounter  wis  cibWnafe's 
liut'  the  defiles  were* carried  by  the 
French,  ^bo  pursued  th*  A'ustriaiA 
with  so  much  celerity,-  that  th-^ife 
\vere  mmpeMed  to  hslt,  and  for^ft 
iifto  a  line  of  battle,  for  their  de* 
fence.  THe'^fl^ht  was  Renewed, 
with  increascjd  fiity.  -The  arehdulcft 
had  brou^t  vtp  eight  battriKoris  <<f 
those  grenadiers  •  who  had  served 
nnd^r  him  at  Kebl,  and  on  whoih 
he  justly  relied  for  their  valour  and 
cxpertnesg  Ma?»sena  encmmtered 
them  with  his  own  grenadiers,  ^-ho 
were  also  deemed  thr  flower  of  hft 
army.  Ttiey  formed  the  centre,  on 
both  side«,  and  charged  each  other 
with  equal  bravery  :  but  the  flanks 
of  the  Imperial  grenadiers,  bcinj 
suddenly  assailed,  by  all  the  troops 
that  Massena  could  detach  for 
that  purpose,  and  which  came 
through  narrow  and  unguarded 
paths,  in  the  heat  of  action,  they 
were  thrown  into  disorder,  and 
forced,  to  abandon  their  ground, 
Tiotwtthsfanding  the  formidable  ar» 
tillery  ihAi  protected  it.  About  sii^ 
hundred  of  them  were  taken  prison- 
ers, besides  a  great  number  of  slain. 
Night  coming  oa,  they  ((Vailed 
themseU-es  of  it  to  hasten  their  re- 
treat, leaving  the  French  masters  of 
the  defile,  and  of  all  the  country  as 
far  as  Neumark,  of  which  they  look 
possession  the  next  morning,  and 
whfTc  they  found  large /|uai) titles  of 
stores  and  provisionn. 

The  archduke,  having  collected 
his  retreating  troops,  made  a  stand 
at  Hundsmark,  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  river  Murh,  but,  the  French  ^ 
coming  up  with  them,  on  the  third; 
they  were  routed,  after  a  short  con- 
flict ',  and  their  rear  guards  consist* 
ing  of  four  veteran  regiments,  from 
the  army  on  the  ^hioe,  lost  near 
ji  thouband 
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A  tlu)utand  in^>  killed  to^tiken* 
Tbe  lost  of  the  French,  in  bqth 
these  eogaffBinents^  was  compara* 
lively  9mau>  on  a  oonsideration  of 
Ibe  advantages  they  obtained.  The 
Austrians  wm  now  ao  diaoouraged 
by  tfaelf>-constant  dofeata,  notwUhr 
standing  their  cooragf » and  oonddct, 
that  they  seemed  to  baiae  come  to 
a  deterintnation  to  reooain  v/holiy 
pn  the  defensive,  and  to  venture  no 
eDGoondars^  but  for  the  pc^^se  of 
protecting  a  retreat  Their  present 
position  was  socb^  ifuieed,  as  left 
thetn  little  hope  of  contending,  suc» 
cessfuliy,  with  the  French,  These 
had,  in  consequence  of.  the  late 
action,  occupied  the  strongest  places 
in  Cariiuhra«,  General  Spork,  an 
Austrian  officer  of  note,  was  on  his 
'march  along  the  valley,  on  the 
southern  banks  of  theMuriij  at  the 
head  of  a  considerable  .  reiutorce- 
meati  for  the  defeated  army  :  but 
the  French  posted  themselves  on  his 
passage^  in  such  force,  that  he  found 
jt  impracticable  to  advance  beyotid 
Murau>  a  town  upon  the  river 
Murby  where  his  oWn  situation  be«- 
came  dangerous. 

It  was  now  evident,  tliat  all  ex- 
pectations of  an  eiFectual  opposi- 
tion to  the  French  were  unfounded. 
The  fifth  army  that  had  been  levied 
by' Austria,  to  encounter  them,  was 
no  longer  in  being.  In  the  short 
lapse  of  a  month,  twenty  thousand 
men  had  been  made  prisoners,  and 
the  remainder  had  eithei*  fallen  in 
battle,  or  taken  refuge  in  a  broken 
and  shattered  condition,  amon^  the 
mountains  and  fastnesses  of^  the 
country.  The  recruits  that  were 
raising  could  not  supply  tt;e  place 
of  veterans  who  had  not  thcmiielves 
been  able  to  resl!>t  the  French.  The 
trcbduke^  on  whom  such  confidence 


bad  been  rested,  bad  pmved*a9  un^ 
fortunateas  his  predecessors  in  com« 
mand.  The  only  resource  left  to 
the  house  of  Austria,  was,  in  ffii 
appearance,  to  acquiesce  i*  the 
terms  of  paci£cation  offered  by 
France. 

The  convtematiOn  at  Vienna  was 
extreme :  but  the  Austrian  nobility^ 
warmly  attached  to  the  Imperial 
family,  with  which  it  participated 
in  all  the  dignities  of  the  German 
empirei».  iexpressed  a  zealous  deter- 
mination to  share  the  fortune  of  its 
sovereign,  and  to  defend  his  capi«- 
tal  to  the  last  extremity.  The  re- 
mains of  thai  body  (^^young  gentle* 
men,  who  had  served  as  volunteers, 
in  Italy,  qndcr  Alvinzi,  were  again 
completed ;  and,  by  admiitioig  the 
youth  of  ill  decent  classes,  were 
augmeoted  to,  eight  tbotisand .  Tho 
Hungairiaii  nobles,  and  their  Vas« 
sals,  Y'/^re  called  upon  to  ann,  and 
repair  to  Viemiar  and  al)  able* 
bodied  men,  in  the  hereditary  states, 
were  ordered,  to  form  liiemselves 
roto  companies  in  their  respective 
districtft.  Out  of  all  these  a  formid^ 
able  mass  of  stout  ind  resolole  men 
was  to  be  raised.  This,  added  to 
the  regulars,  assembling  from  aU 
quarters,  would,  it  was  not  duubtedi 
oonstttute  a  force,  which,  though  it 
might  not  intimidate  the  vidotiouf 
^enemy,  still  might  prove  the  meaua 
of  inducing  him  to  relax' from  the 
severity  of  the  terms  he  would  otherr 
wise  insist  upon. 

But  these  orders,  and  prepara* 
tiohs,  did  upt  quiet  the  alarms  af 
the.  generaUty.  Numbers  of  the 
opulent,  and  even  of  the  higher 
ranks,  hastened  to  withdraw  them- 
selves, and  their  eflects,  in  appre- 
hension of  a  siege.  The  emperor^ 
himself,  signified  l^is  inUmUon   tq 
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^!t  Vienna  to  such  a  case  ^  and  the 
^oppape  of  payment,  at  the  bank, 
oomi^eted,  at  onoe,  the  fears  and 
disMtisfacdoD  cf  the  public. 

BaoDjipgrie  was,  hi  the  mean 
tioK,  coUectuig,  aod  conceotratiDg 
liU  ibrces,  in  order  to  proceed,  in 
.1  direct  marchi  to  Vienna,  where 
lie  notified,  to  the  directory,  tbnt  ho 
boped,  shortly,  to  plant  the  standard 
of  FiaDcc,  if  the  eoiperor  still  con- 
tiooed  arerse  to  a  peace.  He  now 
^  his  head  quarters  at  Clagen- 
^uitb,  where  those  of  the  archduke 
bad  been  some  days  before,  in  order 
to  render  his  expulsion  from  tiiis 
pisoe,  and  his  reverse  of  fortune, 
^  more  renoarkable,  through  a 
cjtoimiaDce  that  wiHiId  not  fail 
«>  attiict  notice  from  its  particu^ 
hiitf. 

Aglean  of  tetuming  fortune  had, 
OQ  the  other  band,  attended  the 
Aoitnaaanns  io  the  Tyrol.  The 
inhabitants  of  that  province  bad 
ruea  in  a  masa,  and  joined  the  forces 
Qttler  general  Laudobn.  Strength- 
^  by  oombersi  which,  though  un- 
disciplined, were  not  the  less  brave 
aodcDterpriling,  be  resolved  to  at- 
tack the  dtvisioQ  under  Joubert, 
*1k),  after  his  successful  action,  on 
tbe  twenty-cigbth  of  March,  had 
ta^en  post  at  BoUen,  m  order  to 
give  some  Kspiie  to  hia  men,  after 
^  iadgues  they  had  undergone. 
WQ  the  fourth  oif  April  they  were 
^MiWd  by  the  Austrian  uroops, 
i*  coDJunctioa  with  the  Tyrolesc. 
Overpowered  by  icnniensity  of  num- 
^f  diey  were  obliged  to  give 
*ay,  and^ retire  to  Briaen,  which 
^  wex  a'so  oblized  us  abandon 
'lie  ibllowing  day.  Here,  however, 
the  success  of  the.  Austrians  tcr- 
ojinatcd,  Buonapartes  plan  re- 
loixing  the  nnited  strength  of  all 


his  forces,  Joubert's  divisioD  pro* 
oeeded  through  the  Tyrol  to  |oin* 
him.  Laudohn  followed,  but  could 
make  no  impression  upon  Joubert, 
who  anived  at  the  main  array  with 
eight  thousand  prisoners,  and  all  tha 
other  captures  he  had  made.    It^-^ 

During  these  transactions,  the  ar- 
rangements that  bad  been  made,  in 
the  French  array,  had  completely 
prepared,  it  fox  the  execution  of 
the  design  in  agitation.  Hoping, 
howev^er,  that  its  formidaUe  appear* 
anee  might  produce  the  eliect  there* 
by  intended,  which  was  tp  put  a  stop 
to  hostilities,  Buonaparte  availed 
himself  of  the  manifest  superiority 
of  hii  situation,  to  make  overtures  of 
peace  to  the  archduke  Charles.  To 
this  intent  lie  wrote  a  letter  to  him, 
which,  at  the  tixne,  excited  the 
universal  attention  of  all  £urope. 
Brave  soldiers»  he  said,  made  war, 
but  desired  peace.  The  war  had 
now  lasted  sik  .vears*  Men  enough 
had  been  slaughtered,  aiid  evik 
enough  committed  against  sudering 
humanity.  Such,  he  noticed,  were 
the  exclamations  on  all  sides.  £u^ 
rope,  which  had  taken  up  ama 
against  the  French  republic,  bad 
laid  them  down,,  and  Austria  alon« 
continued  its  enemy.  Blood  waa 
still  to  flow,  a  ^ixtb  campaign  was 
announced,  and,  whatever  mig^t  be 
the  result,  thousands  of  gallant  sol- 
diers must  fall  a  sacrifice.  At  some 
period,  never Qieless,  he  observed, 
both  parties  must  come  to  an  un- 
derstanding, since  time  brought  all 
things  to  a  conchisioo,  and  extiri- 
guisiied  the  most  inveterate  reser;t< 
ments. 

The  French  directory  bat!  :*>• 
pressed  a  desire*  ..  v: *:».;».  .: .  .  s 
ruinous  ccnt^.^  '.  t  'l:\.  ..  ..  ; 
overtures  \verc  .;  -:..•:•;" 
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ICTrcntioir  of  the  British  ministry. 
"Waf  there  then,  he  said,  no  hope 
'€>f  aecommodatioii  ?  Must  blcx>d 
fi6W  bn  shed  to  promote  tlie  interests, 
fK  to  gratify  the  passions,  of  a  peo- 
fte  far  remote  from  the  thentre  of 
Var?  Are  not  you,  addressing  him- 
Jplf  u>  the  archduke,  who  are  so 
lieaily  allied  to  the  throne,  and 
ilbove  the  mean  passions  that  usually 
iftfl  Lience  ministers,  desirous  to  merit 
the  appellations  of  benefactor  of 
the  humai>  r^ce,  and  saviour  of  the 
German  enrpire  ?  I  do  not  mean, 
ttdded  he,  that  your  country  can- 
not be  preserved  by  your  sword, 
Imt  that  however  the  chance  of 
"War  may  altefin  your  Javour,  Ger- 
many must  still  be  a  sufferer.  He 
concluded  by  assuring  the  archduke* 
fboc  as  to  himself,  were  bis  present 
t^iication  to  him  to  be  the  means 
ef  saving  the  life  of  a  single  man, 
he  shouki  be  prouder  of  the  civic 
crown,  to  which  he  ^vould  thereby 
lecome  entitled,  than  of  thejnelan- 
cMy  glory  resulting  from  the  most 
Unriiliant  exploics^  in  war. 

This  letter  of  Buonaparte  will  de- 
scend to  posterity,  a  nobler  monu- 
XEientof  his  fame  than  anyof  hisvicto- 
tids.  It  breathes  the  sentiments  of  a 
gallant  military  chief;  and,  at  the 
aame  time,  the  sublimest  sentiments 
cf  morality.  *'  When  time  shall  have 
fettled  the  present  disputes,  (as 
sooner  or  later  It  must,)  and  even 
extinguished  the  resentment  of  na«. 
fiooa  ;"*  nay,  and  when  the  whole 
SjKrie»  «f  hit  victories  shall  pass 
through  the  mind  as  a  dream  that 
he»  past,  such  sentiments,  recorded 
kt  the  page  of  every  historian,  will 
|ooch  and  engage  every  heart. 

To  thi»  letter  from  Buonaparte, 


which  was  dated  the  scvemh  Gct^ 
minal  (March  thirty-first)  the  arch- 
duke replied,  that  he  was  equally 
desirous  of  peace  with  the  French 
commander,  but  that  his  statioi^  not 
authorizing  him  to  scrutinize,  nor 
to  terminate  the  differences  bctweeu 
the  belligerent  powers,  and  not  be-' 
ing  invested  with  any  conunii^ionr 
for  that  purpose,  he  could  not  un- 
dertake a  oegociation  till  he  bad  re- 
ceived special  orders. 

On  leceiving  this  answer,  the 
French  troops  were  immediately  put 
in  motion.  Their  march  was  di- 
rected towards  Murau,  where  ge-* 
neral  Spork  was  ported.  The  arch* 
duke,  upon  this  intelligence,  re- 
quested a  suspension  of  arms  for  the 
space  of  only  four  hours :  but  as 
this  would  have  enabled  him  tor 
secure  the  junction  of  that  ofHcer  s 
division  with  bis  own  forces,  Buona- 
parte sent  him  a  denial,  and  pro* 
ceeded  on  his  march,  resolved  to 
carry  his  designs  into  speedy  execu- 
tion, unless  they  were  prevented  by- 
comply  fng  with  his  ofters  p  cmer 
into  a  treaty. 

He  had  advanced  to  Judenburgh, 
in  Stiria,  where  he  fixed  bis  head- 
quarters, intendinof,  by  st  rapid 
march,  to  transfer  them  into  Austria 
itself,  when  he  recdved  a  notifica- 
tion from  the  emperor,  that  he  was 
ready  to  embrace  the  opportunity 
given  him  by  the  French  general,  of 
entering  into  negociations  for  peace. 
This  message  was  \>rought  him  by 
generals  Bellegarde  and  Murveldt, 
deputed  by  the  Iniperial  qourt  tx> 
confer  with  him  on  that  sabject, 
and  toobtaiu  an  armistice,  the  more 
efiectually  to  bring  matters  to  a 
peaceable  conclusion*  ' 


*  Expressions  ifi  his  letter  to  the  arcbdaker 
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A  suspension  of  aVms  waft  ac- 
€ordmgljr  agreed « upon  the  seventh 
of  April, 'the  duration  of  which 
was  limited  to  ten  days.  Thi«, 
by  the  French  commander^  waa 
deemed  a  space  Rufficient  to  come 
to  a  final  determination,  whether  t* 
accept  or  to  ilefuse  those  terms  which 
bad  been  proffered  to  the  Imperial 
courts,  and  from  which  it  was  now 
determioedy  by  the  French,  not  to 
recede. 

In  accepting  the  offer  of  an  ar* 
misticey  for  the  purpose  of  pacifica* 
tioD,  Buonaparte  displayed  equal 
moderation  and  judgement.Thouj^h 
the  rapid  career  of  his  victories 
had  met  with  little  interruption,  he 
could  not  but  be  sensible  of  the 
extreme  difiBculties,  if  not  imminent 
dangers  to  which  he  was  now  ex- 
posal 

His  rapid  marches,  across  ravines 
«nd  precipices,  and  over  moun- 
tatni,  where  no  traces  of  roads 
existed,  had  compelled  him  to  leave 
behind  the  greater  part  of  his  heavy 
artillery ;  while  his  army,  from  the 
rigours  of  the  season,  and  the  con- 
(tant  state  of  action  in  which  they 
had  been  kept,  had  very  sensibly 
diminished;  and  though  the  re* 
mainder  preserved,  to  the  last,  the 
same  comage  and  ardour^  yet  they 
were  insufficient  to  preserve  the 
vast  extent  of  country  which  they 
had  conquered  ;  and  the  positions 
which  he  had  taken,  though  highly 
EiTourable  for  farther  conquest,  had 
be  been  sufficiently  reinforced,  were 
no  less  fitted  for  the  operations  of 
the  enemy,,  which  he  conceived  he 
bad  left  liehind  him  in  the  states  of 
Venice. 

To  reach  Vienna  by  the  speediest 
direaioQ,  the  French  army  had  to 
pass  the  mountains  of  Stiria,  which 
rise  for  a  long   extent   from  the 
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Murh,  almost  within  sight  of  this 
seat  of  empire.  These  mountainsy 
easily  defended  by  the  retreating 
army,  and  the  succours  which  were 
pouring  in  from  all  quarters,  would 
have  rendered  tl^e  remainder  of  hit 
march  extremely  difficult.  These 
difficulties  might  have  been  ob« 
viated,  by  his  taking  a  directioa 
towards  the  Danube,  by  crossing 
over  from  the  Murh  to  the  Ems, 
along  the  banks  of  which  his  army 
would  have  found  an  easier  mode  of 
arriving  at,  the  end  of  their  expedi-  • 
tion  ;  but  the  circuit  was  too  long^ 
and  the  anny  too  much  dimtnisbedy 
to  suffer  such  a  dismemberment  of 
it  as  would  be  necessary  to  keep  up 
its  communication  witn  luly.  The 
dangers  arising  from  the  enemy  be- 
fore him,  had  been  well  weighed 
by  Buonaparte.  By  daring  courage* 
and  the  boldest  efforts,  he  had,  ia  * 
the  space  of  a  month,  led  his  army 
to  cortqufests,  which  the  most  ardent 
imagination  had  scarce  ventured  to 
contempbte';  but  he  had  made  no 
calculations  on  the  outset  of  his  ex* 
pedition,forother  enemies  than  those 
with  whom  he  was  in  open  hostility » 
and  therefore  had  not  provided  re- 
sources  against  them. 

The  b^t  judges  of  military  af- 
fairs expressed  a  degree  of  wonder, 
not  that  Buonaparte  should  accept 
the  offer  of  an  armistice,  but  that 
the   Imperialists    should  make  it.  - 
Had  he  advanced  without  a  proper 
train  of  battering  cannon  against  the  • 
works  of  Vienna,  which  might  still 
have  been  defended,  even  after  the 
loss  of  SL battle  in  the  field,  the  Hun* 
garians  and  Austrians,  collected  in 
over^MwenAg  numbers,  would  have « 
probably  cut  off*  his  retreat,  and  his 
ruin  woildr  have  i)eeD  certain.     It. 
was  not,  therefore,  it  has  been  laid* 
(Ml  very  profaabk  gnowds^  the  t(V 
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ror  of  Buonaparte's  arms,  tremend- 
ous as  he  was,  that  moved  the  emp 
peror  to  sue  for  peace;  but  a  terror 
of  apother  kind^  X)n  the  one  hand, 
and  an  allurement  held  out,  on  the 
other  by  the  French  commander^ 
in  the  preliminaries  for  peace.  The 
greater  portidn-by  far,of  his  Im- 
perial   majesty's  subjects,  even  a 
great  many  oflEcers  lu  his  armies^ 
were  averse  to  a  war  with  France. 
The  conduct  of  Buonaparte    had 
not,  on  the  whole,  been  such  as  to 
discredit  his  professions  of  a  respect 
for  priiQite  property,  public  credit, 
arid  the  rights  of  rnen,  as  well  as 
nations.    The  shew  he  had  made 
of  generosity  and  justice,  in  some 
instances^  veiled,  in  a  great  measure, 
from  the  public  eye,  those  contri- 
butions which  he  levied  in  others. 
No  general,  no  politician  df  the 
piesent  day,  appears  to  be  more 
profoundly  skilled  than  that  leader 
in  the  management  of  the  two  great 
springs  that  'move  the  whole  ma* 
chinery  of  public  afEairs,  the  passions 
and  finance.     His   conquests  took 
property  and  cultivation,  and  the 
free  exercise  of  religion  under  their 
protection ;    and  in   directing  the  « 
new  governments  to  be  responsible 
for  tl^  debts  of  the  old,  he  touched 
on  a  deep  system  pf  policy  andrevo- 
lution.    T^c  govemnrents  that  had 
fallen   before  him  seemed  to  have 
fallen  of  themselves,  and  without 
convulsion.     Had  the  coalitfon,  on^ 
entering  France,  issued  a  proclama- 
tion in  favour  of  the  grovemment  di 
facto,  the  road  to  Paris  would  have 
been  found  more  practicable.     The 
effects  of  Buonaparte's  proclama* 
tion  in  Stiria,'^nthe  inhabitants  of 
Vienna,  and  other  cities,  were  dread- 
ed, it  was  believed,  in  the  imperial 
palace. 

In  order  to  aq^elecate^the  nego* 


ciation,  Buonaparte  had  previously 
taken  care  that  the  conditions  of  the 
armistice  should  be  entirely  to  the 
advantage  of  the  French.  ^  The 
posts  occupied  by  them,  in  the 
provinces  of  Camiola,  Carinthia, 
Stiria,  and  the  Tyrol,  were  to  re- 
main in  their  possession  till  a  paci^ 
fication  had  taken  pUce.  To  these 
posts  others  were  added  of  great 
consequence:  one  of  them  was 
Gratz,  the  capital  of  Stiria,  a  city 
of  the  first  importance  in  the  em^ 
peror's  dominions,  and  where  a  nu* 
merous  garrison  wa$  placed  by 
Buonaparte. 

,  While  this  fortunate  commander 
was  obtaining  so  many  triumphs  for 
France,  the  directory  was  unre- 
mittingly attentive  in  bestowing 
those  praises  upon  hii|i  and  his  g«^ 
neralst  which  they  were  conscious 
would  prove  peculiarly  satis&ctory 
to  the  patriotic  disposition,  and  > 
warmth  tor  the  glory  of  their  counv 
try,  that  had  so  remarkably  charac- 
terised the  French  officers,  since  the 
commencement  of  this  w  a . 

In  order  to  convince  them  how 
circumstantially  they  attended  to  the 
gallant  lactions  they  performed,  fthe 
directory  wrote,  i^  its  official  ca* 
padty,  letters  of  thanks  to  every 
officer  deserving  of  such  a  mark  of 
distinction.  Herein  they  carefully 
specified  the  particular  instances  of 
his  valour  and  conduct  that  had  in- 
duced them  to  reward  hismerit  vrith 
so  honourable  a  notice.  The  pub« 
licity  of  the  encomiums  bestowed 
upon  them  excited,  in  a  wonderful 
manner,  the  emulation  of  the  French 
military.  To  obtain  a  remuneration 
of  this  kind  was  held  the  highest 
decree  of  honour  and  credit  to 
which  the  profession  could  attain,  as 
it  seldom  failed  to  be  accompanied, 
at  the  ^une  time,  by  promotions^ 
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and  other  substaotial   encourage- 
ments. 

Tile  piladpal  officers  t<s  whom 
the  directory  addressed  letters  of 
lucii  a  tenour  at  this  time,  were  ge- 
nerais  Joubert,  Berthier,  Bcmar- 
dotte^  Massena,  Guieux,  and  Kel- 
lennao.  They  were  all  men  of  tried 
valour  and  abilities^  and  had  proved 
of  essential  utility  to  Buonaparte^ 
in  his  expedition  to  Italy  and  Aus- 
tria. There  were  others  also  no 
less  deaerring^  such  as  Augereau, 
who  was  styled  his  right  hand. 
To  these  the  like  honours  were 
paid  verbally  by  the  directory,  and 
einular  tokens  of  regard  conferred 
upon  them,  on  their  being  seAt  to 
Paris,  by  Buonaparte,  with  the 
staodardsand  military  trophies  taken 
from  the  eiiemy. 

It  was  with  great  reason  that  the 
French  go vemment  testified somuch 
itcpect  for  the  army  of  Italy.      It 
had,  in  the  preceding  and  present 
campaign,  been  the  principal  agent 
and  support  of  the  repubhc.  While 
its  armies  in  Germany  were  com- 
pelled to  retreat,  this  one  continued 
to  advance,  and  to  strike  terror  into 
the  councils  of  Vienna*      Had  not 
Buonaparte  balanced^  by  his  suc- 
cesses, the  expulsion  of  the  French 
from  the  empire,  they  would  proba- 
bly have  been  followed  by  the  vic- 
torious Imperialists  into  the  heart 
of  France.    It  was  the  necessity  of 
making  head  against  him,  that  with<- 
held  five  armies  successively,  for  the 
preservation  of  Austria.     Had  not 
this  immense  force  been,  necessary 
to  prevent  its  total  destruction^  and 
could  it  have  been  employed  ia  car- 
rying the  war  into  France,  it  was 
the  opinion  of  Europe,  that  an  ef- 
fectual impression  must  have  been 
made  on  the  repubUc ;  and  that  the 
conditions  of  peace  proposed  by  the 


British  ambassador  at  Paris,  must 
have  been  accepted  by  the  di* 
rectory. 

To  (he  extraordinary  talents  of 
Buonaparte,  and  to  the  valour  of 
his  troops,  was  owing  therefore  the 
superiority  that  France  still  retained 
over  its  enemies.     Never   had  the 
exploits  of  this  celebrated  warrior, 
and  of    his  companions  in    arms, 
been  exceeded.      In  the  course. of 
less  than  a  twelvemonth  they  had 
been    victorious    in  no  less  than 
eighty- four  engagements,. fourteen 
of  which  were  pitched  battles.  Ex- 
clusive of  the  slain,  they  had  taken 
one   hundred    thousand    prisoners, 
and  between  two  and  three  thou- 
sand pieces  of  artillery.    They  had 
compelled   five   sovereign   pnnces, 
two  of  them   kings,  to  submit  to 
their  own  terms,  and  had  chased 
five   Imperial  armies  out  of  Italy. 
They  had  given  a  new  aspect  to 
this   part  of  Europe.     They  hi^d 
changed  the  forms  of  its  ancient  re- 
publics, and  had  founded  two  new 
ones  onthe  plan  of  their  own.    All 
this  they  had  effected  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  their  enemies.     Instead  of 
draining  the  treasures  of  France,  by 
these   conquests  and    acquisitions, 
they  had  enriched  them  with  the 
surplus  of  what  they    had  levied 
and  expended  for  their  <3wa  sup- 
"  port. 

But  what  the  philosophical  world 
will  probably  deem  the  most  ma- 
terial circumstance,  they  carried 
with  them  the  principles  of  that 
revolutionizing  disposition,  which 
had  effected  such  changes  in  their 
own  country.  They  propagated 
them  widely  in  Italy.  Whatever 
may  be  its  future  destiny,  the  seeds 
of  that  freedom  of  thinking,  which 
the  French  planted  among  the  peo- 
ple, will  fructify  in  spite  of  all  en--^ 
[D  2]  ^     .deavours 
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deavours  to  stifle  them.  The  tem- 
poral and  spiritual  power  of  the 
cler)yy  have  both  received  such  a 
blow,'  that  neither,  in  all  likelihood, 
will  ever  recover  its  former  import- 
ance. The  minds  of  a  large  pro- 
portion of  the  prople  are  in  fact  so 
completely  revolutionized^  that  al- 
though they  may  he  necessitated,  for 
their  own  safety,  to  submit  for  a 
while  to  the  cperc've  law  of  thf 
swoid,  they  will  embrace  every,  op- 
portunity of  sliaking  off  the  yokeof 
foreign  rulers,  and  will  reiterate 
those  aitrm.pts  8i)  frequently,  that  it 
is  probable  they  will  succeed  at  last, 
especially  if  the  French  nepublic 
should  remain  unshaken  :  as- in  that 
case  ihey  will  always  d(  per.d  on  its 

'  intervention  in  th-ir  faxpur;  they 
will,  from  that  motive ,  be  ivady  to 
act  with  the  more  spirit  and  energy 
^;.  ainst  those  whom  they  will  hcnce- 
{i  ith  consider  much  more  as  their 
tyiants  than  their  sovereigns. 


These  appear  to  be  the  current 
ideas  of  the  majority  of  politicians. 
In  France,  and  in  those  countries 
that  are  not  averse  to  the  interests 
and  principles  of  the  republican  par- 
ty, no  doubt  is  entertained  that  if 
it  stands  its  ground,  Italy  will  soon 
or  late  assume  those  foiins  'of  gor 
vcrnment  which  Buonaparte  wzs  so 
'anxious  to  esublish. 

All  these  considerations  operated 
strongly  at  the  period  of  the  ne* 
gociations,  to  which  the  court  of 
Vienna  was  compelled  to  accede. 
The  Imperial  ministry,  discouraged 
by  the  repeated  inefficacy  of  the  ex- 
traordinary exertions  that  had  been 
made  to  resist  the  victorious  armies 
of  Fi"ance,  yielded  to  necessity,  and 
subscribed  to  the  conditions  die* 
tated  by  the  conqueror,  in  hopes, 
however,  that  fortune  might,  at  a 
more  aufpici(jus  cnsis,  atone  fo^ 
the  calamities  now  become  ua-r 
avoidable. 
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Prdrmnary  Articles  of  Peace  between  the  French  and  Austrian^, ^-^Sitccesfes 
of  French  Armies  on  the  Rhine, — Progress  of  the  Nfgociation  for  Ptoce.^^ 
Hatred  of  the  Venetians  to  the  French^  and  Part'iaVttf  f^r  the  Aus^rians,-^ 
The  French  Army  takes  Poi session  of  Bergamo, —  R:'sentmenty  Rage,  and 
Attempts  of  the  Venetians  at  Resistance. -^H^ht  French  Troops  over^ntn 
and  reduce  cUl  the  Venetian  Territories, — Fall  of  the  Venetian  RepuhBe 
wniversally   deplored, — A  Revolution   introduced  by  the   French  into  Ve* 

•  nice, — The  Austrian  Troops  invade  Istria, — Treaty  of  Cantpo^Formio* 


THE  armistice,  granted  by  Buo- 
naparte, left  the  Austrian  mi- 
Deters  no  longer  ttmcj  than  was  ab- 
solutely neceissarj,  to  make  a  speedy 
optioD»  whether  to  embrace  bis  of« 
fere,  or  to  renew  hostilities.  He  was 
so  completely  prepared  for  these, 
that  a  renewal  of  them  was  too 
much  dreaded  by  the  court  of  Vi- 
enna, to  decline  any  longer^  to  ac- 
cede to  his  proposals. 

The  preliminary  articles  of  a 
peace,  between  France  and  Austria, 
were  accordingly  agreed  to,  and 
signed,  by  both  parties,  on  the 
eighteenth  of  April.  .  By  these  pre- 
liminaries the  French  remained  so- 
tertigii  possessors  of  the  Austrian 
low  countries,  and  the  establish- 
ment of  the  republic  of  Lombardy 
was  confirmed.  These  were  the 
ostensible  articles,  but  it  was  uni- 
rerially  conjectured,  that  the  court 
ol  Vienna  would  not  no  readily  have 
assented  to  concessions  so  advapta- 
geons  to  France,  and  detrimental  to 
itself,  without  previously  obtaining 
the  promise  ot  some  indcomijfica- 
iijns. 


During  these  transactions,  on  the 
borders  of  Austria,  and  wh'le  Buo* 
naparte  was    preparing  to  nnarch 
into  that  province,  the  French  ar« 
mies  on  the  Rhine  had  been   put 
into  motion,  and  obtained  some  sig- 
nal successes.     The  necessity  of 
procuring  a  new  army,  to  enable 
the  archduke  to  oppose  Buonaparte, 
had  obliged  the  cuurt  of  Vienna, 
to  recall  a  large  proportion  of  its 
forces   from    the  de/ence  of  that 
river.     Little  less  than  thirty  thou- 
saiKi  of  its  best  veterans  being  thus 
withdrawn,  the  French  resolved  to 
attempt  a  passage.     On  the  nine- 
teenth  of  April,   general   Moreaa 
e&ccted  it,  after.an  obstinate  dis^ 
pute,  and   pioceeded  imraediattly 
to  Kehl,  of  which  he  took  pos-^^s- 
sion,  notwithstanding  the>  resoir.te 
defence  of  the  Austrian  troops  that 
occupied    this   advantageous  post* 
The  loss,  on  boih  aides,  was  very 
great  j  fiyiG   French  gencrils  were 
wounded,    and  numbers   of   their 
soldiers   fe  1  ;    but    the  sla.n  and    , 
wovindcd  among  the  Austrians  were 
much  more  numercus*      Between 
[D  3  j  three 
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three  and  four  thousand  were  mnde 
prisorers,  and  all  their  camp  equi- 
page was  taken,  with  the  military 
chest,  and  more  than  twenty  ficid- 
pieces. 

General  Hoche,  who  commanded 
on  the  Lower  Rhine,  crossed  thai 
river,  on  the  eighteenth  of  April, 
at  Ncuwiad.  General  Kray,  an 
officer  of  great  reputation,  was  at 
the  bead  of  the  I^.iperialists,  and 
had  made  sldlful  dispositions  to 
receive  him.  Conjecturing,  how- 
ever, that  a  suspension  of  arms  ei- 
ther had,  or  would,  shortly  take 
pkce  between  the  republic  and 
the  emperor,  be  proposed  an  ar- 
mistice to  the  French  general,  but 
this  was  refused,  unless  such  con- 
cessions were  made  as  the  Austrian 
general  deemed  unreasonable.!  They 
both,  in  consequence,  prepared  for 
an  engagement.  It  began  by  an 
impetuous  attack  from  the  French. 
whoadvanccd,^kl  great  force,  against 
the  Imperialists  :  these,  who  were 
strongly  entrenched,  made  a  vigor- 
ous resistance,  and  destroyed  num- 
bers with  their  cannon :  but,  after 
a  long  and  bloody  conflict,  th« 
French,  by  dint  of  perseverance, 
seconded  by  a  formidable  artillery, 
succeeded  in  their  attack,  and  the 
Austrians  were  thrown  into  dis- 
order :  they  rallied,  however,  and 
disputed  their  groui^d  with  much 
obstinacy ;  but,  being  charged  by 
large  bodies  of  cavalry,  and  having 
but  few  to  oppose  them,  they,  at 
length,  gave  way,  leaving  all  their 
icannon,  and  most  of  their  baggage, 
together  with  four  thousand  prison- 
ers, besides  the  slain. 

This  action  proved  decisive.  The 
Imperial  army  was  pursued  and 
dislodged  from  every  post  where  it 
attempted  to  make  a  stand,  and 
sufiercd  extremely  in    the  whole 


contse  of  its  retreat.  A  Fncljch  di- 
vision crossed  the  Lahn,  and  push- 
ed towards  Francfort,  and  another 
followed  the  retiring  eneppy  to  the 
defiles  of  the  Dilla,  ^n  their  way 
to  Watzlaer,  killing  and  taking 
great  numbers.  A  third  division 
assailed  their  camp,  near  Hentz, 
and  forced  them  to  take  shelter 
under  its  cannon.  Nothing  could 
withstand  their  impetuosity,  aicid 
they  were  wiihin  a  few  hours  march 
to  Francfort,  when  intelligence  ar- 
rived of  the  preliminaries  of  peace 
being  signed.  This,  of  course, 
stopped  their  progress,  and  put  an 
end  to  all  farther  hostilities. 

The  opening  of  the  campaign, 
upon  the  Rhine,  in  this  brilliant 
manner,  on  the  part  of  France,  was 
an  additional  motive  for  Austria 
to  acquiesce,  the  more  willingly, 
in  the  suspension  of  arms,  that 
freed  it  from .  the  apprehensions 
justly  entertained  from  Baonapartc. 
The  councils  ©f  Vienna  were  novr 
taken  up  in  the  devising  of.  means 
to  render  the  issue  of  the/  nego- 
ciations,  for  the  definitive  settle^* 
ment  of  afHairs,  less  hurtful  to  th» 
interests  of  Austria  than  appear- 
ances seemed  to  threaten  they  must 
finally  prove. 

The  French  had  now  compassed 
that  object,  whicn  they  long  had  in 
view,  to  treat  with'Austria  separately 
from  England.  Those  who  Con- 
ducted the  negociations,  on  the  part^ 
.  of  Austria,  were  conscious  how  soli- 
ci tons  thpy  were  to  conclude  a  peace, 
without  the  accession"  of  England  to 
such  a  treaty.  On  this  ground  they 
well  knew  that  France  would  relax 
in  many  points,  in  order  to  bring 
•matters  to  a  speedy  decision^  lest, 
by  throwing  some  unseasonable  dif- 
ficulty in  the  virixy,  the  negocia* 
tions  might  be  retarded,  and  an . 
opportunity 
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opportunity  gU*en  to  England,  to 
interfere*  therein^  as  a  party  con- 
cerned.    It  ^as  by  observing  this, 
policy  tfiat  France  had  broken  the 
coalition,  and  induced  its  respective 
members  to  negociate  apart      The 
fact  was,   that  England,  being  the 
power  at  which  its  resentment  was 
chlefijr  pointed,    and  of  which  it 
sought  most  eagerly  the  depression, 
it  would  readily  concede  ranch  to 
those  of  ^'hom  it  pi  inci pally  de-^ 
fired  to  dissolve  the  connection  with 
England.  Actuated  by  this  motive, 
the  Freudi  government,  though  de- 
tenniufd  to  keep  possession  of  Bel- 
gium, was  far  from  averse  to  make 
an  adequate  compensation  to  Aus- 
tria for  the  loss  of  so  valueble  a 
part  &f  its  dom'nions,  provided  the 
country,  to  be  given  as  an  indem- 
nity, should  not  become  the  means 
of  renewing  this  connection.     The 
low  countries^  by  their  proximity  to 
Great  Britain,  were  a  natural  and 
poweiful    cause  of   an  union    of 
interests  between  that  power  and  the 
boQw  of  Austria,  through  the  com- 
mercial advantages,  resulting  from 
them  tp  the  former,  and  the  facility 
with  which  the  latter  could  derive 
the  most  essential  assistance  against 
France,  from  its  hiost  formidable 
rival     The  tiope  and  proipect  of 
terminating  a  connection,  so  dan- 
gerous to  them,  were  now  in  the 
Contemplation  of  the  French »     To 
Kcnrc  so  de^urable  an   end  was  a 
point  of  too  much  consequence,  to 
tefase  the  grant  of  such  conditions 
a<  might  enable  them*  at  once,  to 
obtain  \i  without  fun  her  difficulty, 
or  contest,  and  possibly  as  much  to 
the  satis&ction  of  those  to  whom 
they  granted  them  as  to  thwr  own, 
especially  as  the  power  thqy  were 
tJow  treating  with  was  notoriously 
disposed  to  n^ike  any  sacrifice  that 


might  conduce  to  indemnify  him 
for  his  losses,  at  whatsoever  cost  the 
indemnification  was  to  bepnrchased^ 
whether  an  enemy^  or  a  friend. 
.  It  was  on  this  disposition  the 
French  seemed  to  place  their  ex« 
pectation  of  framing  a  treaty  which 
would  satisfy  both  parties  i  nor 
did  they  shew  any  backwardneaa 
to  make  the  like  sacrifices  on  their 
own  part.  The  political  structure 
of  Europe  was  now  founded  on  a 
systemof  compensations  and  equiva- 
lent reciprocities.  Modem  stat^nxieii 
and  politicians,  hate  deviated  from 
the  principles  of  morality  and  reli- 
gion, the  solid  and  dignified  basis 
on  which  the  law  of  nations  was 
originally  founded,  and  inrtroduced 
a  superseding  principle,  called  the 
law  of  political  necessity,  by  which 
rapine  is  made  to  justify  raping, 
and  a  system  of  progressive  injustice 
estabiisbed,  on  a  grand  scale,  among 
the  rulers  of  nations.  It  is  this 
that  has  divided  Poland ;  this  that 
threatens  the  division,  not  only  of 
the  Turkish  empire,  but  of  many 
Christian  countries  in  Europe  j  and 
this,  it  may  be  added,  that  forms 
the  best  apology  for  all  attempts  to 
form  popular  governments. 

The  republic  of  Venice  had  long 
viewed  with  dissatisfaction  the  vic- 
torious progress  of  the  French,  in 
Italy.  Like  the  other  nativ.es  of 
that  country,  the  Venetians  har^ 
boured  a  dislike  of  the  French, 
Ditfercncc  of  character  and'  'man- 
ners rendered  these  tvi^o  nations  rr^ 
raarkably  averse  to  each  other.  But 
the  political  antipathy  of  the  Vene- 
tians was  still  greater  than  their  na- 
tional dislikcT.  The  conquests  of  the 
French  had  rendered  them  the 
arbiters  of  the  fate  of  all  Italy, 
The  former  importance  of  the  sove- 
reign ty  and  states  of  that  country 
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liad  totally  disappeared,  and  they 
alone  gave  the  law.  This  was  a 
situation  peculiarly  mortifying  to  a 
state  that  stood  upon  a  footing  of 
equality,  at  least,  with  any  other  in 
Italy;  and  of  superiority  to  most. 
The houseof  Austria,  though  at  all 
limes  formidable,  bad  never  been 
ao  object  of  much  terror  to  Venice, 
oot  even  when  it  united  Spain  and 
Germany  in  the  san^e  family  inte- 
rests^ and  was,  at  the  same  time,  in 
Sissession  of  the  major  part  of  Italy, 
ut  the  turbulent  and  restless  dispo- 
sition of  the,  French,  and  their  pro- 
pensity to  introduce  innovations 
every  where,  alarmed  the  senate 
of  Venice  to  such  a  degree,  that, 
icnowing  how  much  the  form  of 
their  government.was  repugnant  to 
the  principles  of  ithe  French,  •  they 
doubted  not  the  readiness  of  these 
to  seize  the  first  opportunity  of 
overturning  it.  Full  of  this  con- 
viction, they  wailed  with  anxiety 
for  a  change  of  fortune  in  favour  of 
the  Austrians^  whose  neighbourhood 
they  bad  long  ex()erienced  to  be 
much  less  dangerous  than  that  of 
the  French.  In  the  mean  time,  they 
rendered  many  good  offices  to  the 
former,  and  clearly  manifested  a 
partiality  to  them,  which  did  not 
escape  the  notice  of  Buonaparte, 
who  gave  sufficient  indications  that 
he  would  remember  it  in  due  time. 
Hoping,  however,  that  the  extraor- 
dinary success,  which  had  hitherto 
attended  him,  would  not  last,  they 
still  continued  to  befriend  them,  by 
every  clandestine  service  in  thtir 
power.  The  resentment  of  the 
French  was  at  last  kindled,  and 
their  seizure  of  Bergamo,  in  which 
province  an  infiunertion,  already 
broken  out  against  the  French,  was 
ilie  iirst  signal  of  their  intentions 
(ovards  Venidc.    Its  complaints  of 


their"  violation  of  its  territory  were 
answered  with  reproaches  of  the 
partial  conduct  of  the  Venetian 
senate  towards  the  Imperialists. 
Every  day  produced  fresh  occasions 
of  discontent  on  each  side  5  and  it 
was  easy  :o  foresee  that  their  recipro- 
cal enmity  would  finally  terminate 
in  acts  of  violence. 
'  Thus  matters  stood  when  the  fi  Ah 
army  of  Austria  was  forced  to  leave 
the  territories  of  Venice,  and  take 
refuge  in  the  hereditary  states.  As 
soon  as  the  French  bad  penetrated 
into  these,  in  pursuit  of  the  Austri- 
ans,  and  were  engaged  in  the  de- 
files and  difficult  passages  in  those 
mountainous  countries,  the  Vene- 
tians began  to  look  upon  them  as  in- 
tangled  in  straits,  from  which  thej 
would  not  easily  extricate  them- 
selves, and  where,  from  their  local 
advantages,  the  Imperialists  would 
probably  oppose  them  with  suc- 
cess. The  French  were  now  at  a 
considerable  distance  from  Italy, 
and  the  small  number  of  their  troops 
remaiping  there,  many  of  them,  sick 
and  wounded  in  hospitals^  were  in- 
capable of  resistance,  and  might 
with  facility  be  overpowered. 
News,  at  the  same  time,  had  ar- 
rived of  general  Laudohn's  progress 
in  the  Tyrol,  which  had  been  attend- 
ed with  somq  slight  advantages  over 
the  French,  and  also  of  general  Al- 
vinzi's  marth  into  Italy,  by  Carniola, 
in  the  rear  of  Buonaparte's  army. 
A  report  was  universally  circulated, 
that  the  French  were  on  the  point 
of  laying  down  their  arms,  and  that 
notljiiig  was  wanting,  to  render 
\ittory  over  them  complete,  but  a 
general  movement  and  co-operation 
on  the  I  art  of  the  loyal  subjects 
of  the  Venetian  governnient.  An 
opportunity  now  oHeicd  to  hiier- 
cept  tlie  communication  between 

Buu- 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


HISTORY    OF   EUROPE. 


C« 


Baouparte  and  his  posts  in  Italy. 
For  this  purpose  forty  thousand  of 
the  Venetian  peasantry  were  armed ^ 
and  embodied  with  ten  re^iaents 
of  Sclavoaians»  They  were  posted 
on  all  the  roads,  and  the  couriers 
aod  convoys  to  the  French  army 
were  stopped  every  where. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  hatred  of 
die  Venetians  bun^  forth  in  the 
most  outrageous  manner.  Those 
imoofr  them,  who  had  behaved 
kindly  to  the  French,  were  treated 
u  enemies  to  the  state^  and  put 
sadcr  arrest ;  and  none  but  their  de- 
ckred  adversaries  entrusted  with 
any  authority.  In  all  places  of  pub- 
lic resort,  the  French  were  insulted 
and  reviled  in  the  grossest  terms. 
They  were  expelled  from  the  city 
of  Venice,  and  at  P^dua,  Vicenza, 
I  and  Verona,  the  inhabitants  were 
I  ordered  to  take  up  arms  against 
them.  The  ofiicers  of  the  Venetian 
militaij  openly  boasted,  that  the 
lion  of  St.  Mark  would  verify  the 
proverb,  that  Italy  was  the  tom|>  of 
liie  French.  The  clergy  inveighed 
against  them  in  the  pulpit,  and  the 
press  teemed  with  publications  to 
defame  them.  What  brought  th.'se 
proceedings  home  to  the  govern- 
ment  was,  the  notoriety  that  neither 
priests  nor  printers  in  Venice  dared 
to  preach  or  publish  any  thing  not 
*tnclly  conformable  to  the  will  and 
pleasure  of  the  senate. 

But  these  were  only  preludes  to 
the  outrages  that  followed.  On  the 
roads,  from  Mantua  to  Legnano, 
and  from  Cassano  to  Verona,  up- 
wards of  two  hundred  French  were 
Jssassinated.  Two  battalions,  "on 
thdr  march  to  join  the  armj  under 
Bnonapirte,  were  opposed  by  the 
Venetian  troops,  thrdngh  whom 
t^ey  were  obliged  to  fight  their 
Way.  'There  were  two  other  en- 


counters of  the  like  natufe«  At 
Verona  a  plot  was  laid  to  murder 
all  the  French  in  that  city.  It  was 
carried  into  execution  on  the  Tues- 
day after  Easter.  None  were 
spared,  not  even  those  that  lay  sick 
in  the  hospitals.  More  than  four 
hundred  Frenchmen  perished  on 
this  occasion.  Those  who  garrisoned 
the  three  castles  of  that  city  were 
besieged  by  the  Venetian  array 
till  they  were  liberated  by  a  body 
of  their  countrymen^  who  routed 
the  Venetians,  and  made  thret 
thousand  of  them  prisoners,  among 
whom  were  several  of  their  generalt. 
At  sea,  the  Venetian!  took  openlj 
the  Austrian  vessels  under  their  pro* 
tection,  and  fired  at  the  French 
ships  in  pursuit  of  them*  Ai  Ve^ 
nice  itseU  a  republican  vessel  was  ' 
sunk,  by  express  order  of  the  i^ 
nate,  and  the  commander  and  crew 
slaughtered* 

Such  were  the  accounts  published 
by  the  French.  They  were  made 
the  subject  of  a  manifesto,  issued 
by  Buonaparte,  on  the  third  of 
May.  Herein  he  directed  the 
French  resident  at  Venice  to  quit 
that  city,  and  ordered  the  agents  of 
the  Venetian  republic  in  Lombardjr* 
and  in  its  provinces  on  the  main 
land,  to  leave  them  in  twenty-four 
hours.  He  commanded  his  officers 
and  troops  to  treat  those  of  Venice 
as  enemies,  and  to  pull  dovvn^  ia 
every  town,  the  liion  of  St.  Mark^ 
the  arms  of  the  Venetian  republic. 

In  consequence  of  this  mani* 
festo,  the  French  troops  over-raa 
and  subjugated,  in  a  few  days,  all 
the  Venetian  dominions.  Tne  Ve- 
ronese, whose  behaviour  to  the 
Fi*ench  had  been  remarkably  atro- 
cious, were  condemned  to  an  ex- 
emplary punishment.  Some  thou- 
sands of  the  peasants^  who  at** 
tempted 
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temj^ted  fo  opipose  the  French^  vfrere 
put  to  the  s^Qt^rdj  and  obliged  to 
consult  their  safety  in  flight.  The 
SdiavonianSj  who  bad  cooie  to  theii- 
assistance,  were  routed^  and  fled  to 
a  fort,  filled  with  their  powder  and 
ammunition :  but  it  was  blown  up 
by  the  cannon  of  the  French,  and 
they  were  all  destroyed.  Another 
engagement  took  place  before  the 
walls  of  Verona,  and  the  Venetians 
fought  with  great  fury  3  but  they 
were  defeated  wiih  vast  slaughter, 
and  the  place  compelled  to  sur- 
render. 

The  Venetian  senate,  despairing 
of  being  able  to  make  any  effectual 
•  resistance,  formally  submitted  to  the 
French  commander,  and  consented 
to  deliver  up  those  persons  who  had 
been  instrumental  in  the  atrocities 
of  which  the  French  complained. 
On  the  sixteenth  of  May,  the  French 
took  possession  of  the  city  of  Ve- 
nice, where  a  provisional  govern- 
ment was  established  on  the  repub- 
lican plan.  The  press  was  declared 
free,  persons  and  property  secure, 
and  religion  left  on  its  present 
footing.  The  only  seizures,'' made 
in  the  name  of  the  French  govern- 
ment, were  of  the  arsenal  and  its 
contents,  with  the  shipping  that 
belonged  to  the  slate. 

Thus  fell,  after  a  splendid  exist- 
ence of  fourteen  centuries,  the 
celebrated  republic  of  Venice.  No 
modern  state  liad  risen„  from  such 
tmall  beginnings,  to  a  situation  of 
equal  prosperity.  It  was  with  sin- 
cere regret  that  every  nation  in 
Europe  beheld  its  fall.  The  ce- 
lebrity it  had  long  enjoyed,-  on  9^ 
multiplicity  of  accounts,  interested 
people  in  its  preservation.  With- 
out enquiring^  bow  far  the  French 
could,  claim  a  right  to  doom  it  so 
u.inu'icrfully   to   destruction,   they 


only  considered  that  it  bad  subsist- 
ed with  honour  to  the  present  pc-* 
riod,  and  had  maintained  its  repu- 
tation luninnpaired  amidst  a  variety 
of  dangers  and  trials,  that  liad  re- 
duced it  sometimes  to  the  last  ex- 
tremity. The  political  world  saw 
with  concern  the  fat^l  hour  arrive, 
thgt  was  to  deprive  it  of  the  place 
it  had  so  long  and  so  reputably  held 
among  the  powers  of  Europe. 

There  was  another  republic,  the 
rulers  of  which  bad  grievously  of- 
fended the  French,  by  the  partiality 
they  had  sl\ewn  tQ  the  Imperial  in- 
terest.    This  wps  Genoa,  where  the 
nobility  exercised  the  supreme  sway, 
arid  were  justly  apprehensive  that 
the  French,  if  successful,  would  de*' 
stroy  the  aristocracy,  and  erect  a 
government   intirely   democraticaU 
They  opt)osed,  from  that  motive,  the 
projects  of  the    French,  by  every 
clandestine  irilpedtment  they  could 
throw  in  their  way ;  bat  the  torrent 
of  that  irresistible  fortune,  which 
attended  the  arms  of  France,  over- 
whelmed them,  in  common  with  all 
the  rest  of  Italy.    After  the  revolu- 
tion at  Veiiice,  the  French  proceed- 
ed immediately  to  introduce  another 
at  Genoa.    The  majority  of  the  peo- 
ple here  were  desirous  of  a  popular 
governmen t.   Feuds  had ,  of  course, 
arisen  between  them  and  the  parti-* 
zans  of  the  nobility.     A  desperate 
fray  took  place  between  both  par- 
ties, shortly  after  the  signing  of  the 
preliminaries  between  the  emperor 
and  The  French.     Elated  by   this 
event,  the  republican  party  raised 
a  violent  commotion   iu  the   city, 
and  proceeded  to  open    force,   in 
support  of  their  pretensions:   but 
numbers  of  them  were  killed,  and 
the  insurrection  >vas  suppressed..  As  ^ 
their  principal    leaders  had  £a\\cn, 
iheir  projects  were  considered  as  at 
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an  end,  zud  they  were  treated  with 
excessive  severity.  Determined, 
however,  not  to  yield,  they  applied 
to  Buonaparte  for  his  protection, 
agziost  their  antagonists,  'This  was 
f  radHy  granted,  ^and  the  French 
kving  taken  possession  of  the  city, 
the  eoemies  to  the  anstocracy  could 
BO  longer,  with  safety,  be  opposed. 
It  was  intimated  to  the  Genoese 
nobles,  that,  after  the  expulsion  of 
the  Austnans  from  luly,  and  the 
submission  of  all  the  principal  pow- 
ers in  thalt  country  to  the  dictates 
of  France,  it  were  the  height  of 
temerity  in  them,  to  continue  a  re* 
•ittance  to  the  general  will  of  their 
ffllow-citizfiis.  They  yielded  pru- 
dently in  time,  and  agreed  to  the 
establishment  of  a  commonwealth, 
on  the  principle  of  a  perfect  equali* 
ty  of  rank  and  privileges  among  all 
the  classes  of  society.  jThe  French 
tysteai  of  legislation  took  place  in 
every  respect ;  and  the  territory  of 
Genoa  was  distributed  into  com- 
tnunes  and  municipalities,  in  imi* 
tation  of  France.  The  discretion 
of  Buonaparte,  upon  this  occasion, 
vras  remarkable  in  two  material 
instances.  He  provided  for  the 
security  of  adl  persons,  by  an  act  of 
Unnesty ;  and  for  the  maintenance 
of  religion,  by  leaving  it  to  the 
protection  of  the  laws  instituted 
for  its  support.  It  was  happy, 
however,  for  Genoa,  that  it  was 
situated  at  a  distance  from  the  do- 
roains  of  Austria.  Had  this  republic, 
hke  Venice, been  seated  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  that  ambitious  power, 
it  might  also  have  partaken  of  a 
omilar  destiny.  It  had  offended  in 
the  same  manner,  though  not  to  the 
same  extent,  and  might  have  been 
Sacrificed,  with  as  little  scruple,  to 
the  conveniency  of  reciprocal  ar- 
^ngements. 


In  the  course  of  the  negociatioili 
for  peace,  which  were  studiously 
prolonged  on  the  part  of  Austria, 
and -far  from  accelerated  on  that  of 
Prance,  both  parties  seemed  to  hvr6 
forgotten  their  animosity,  and  to 
concur  in  the  means  of  settling  their 
contest,  at  the  expence  of  others. 
Exchanges  of  territory,  were  pro- 
posed, and  acceded  to,  with  that 
remorseless  indifference,  which  cha* 
racterises  despotic  princes,^  ti^ns- 
ferring  to  eaph  other  their  subjects, 
like  cattle,  without  consulting  any 
other  title  to  actin  this  manner  than 
the  incapacity  of  the  helpless  people 
thus  treated,  to  vindicate  the  rights 
of  human  nature,  and  to  resist  such 
arbitrary  usage. 

It  was  in  virtue  of  duch  principles 
that  a  cession  of  part  of  the  Vene- 
tian territories  was  mentioned  in 
the  very  outset  of  the  treaty,  for 
which  Venice  was  to  be  indemnified 
out  of  the  pope's  dominions,  newly  " 
republicariized.  Here  at  once  was 
a  total  dereliction  of  those  ma»ms, 
on  which  the  french  chiefly  founded 
the  superiority  of  their  syste\il :  a 
scrupulous  regard  for  the  dignity  of 
man,  and  a  reference  to  his  will 
and  consent,  in  whatever  he  was 
concerned.  Tlie  partition  alluded 
to  did  not  indeed  taker  place,  as 
V^enice  was  doomed  to  far  worse 
treatment :  but  the  principle,  to  the 
shame  of  the  French,  was  clearly 
admitted. 

The  French  commander  was  too 
jealous  of  his  own  character  tio 
undergo  the  reproach^  of  suffering 
the  noble  republic  he  had  found- 
ed to  be  destroyed  at  its  very 
birth  ;  and  it  is  not  to  be  doubted, 
whether  we  contemplate  the  prece- 
dent or  subsequent  conduct  of  Buo- 
naparte, that  he  would  not  have 
suffered  this,  no  more  than  ceftafn 
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Other  acts  of  appressioni  had  he  po8« 
sessedthe  means  of  acting  uniformly 
on  his  own  principles.     He  mi^ht, 
indeed,  have  abstained  from  acting 
at  all ;  hut   hampered   as   he   was, 
by  thcdirectoryj  he  could  not  unite 
a  strict  adherence  to  his  principal's 
with    his  <views  of  ambition.     He 
displayed  the  utmost  soh'citude  in 
consolidating  it,  in  such  a  manner, 
that'  no  state>  or  sovereignly,  in  Italy, 
should  exceed  it  in  strength  and  im- 
portance.     To    this   parpose,  the 
confederations  formed  between  the 
cities  of  Bologna,  Fcrrara,  Modena, 
and    Reggio,    and   the  provinces, 
comprised  under  the  name  of  Lom- 
bard y,  were  converted  into  a  single 
republic.      The   different  arrange- 
ments  that  were  made,  to  render 
their  incorporation  firm  and  durable, 
were  due  to  the  sagacity  and  la- 
borious  exertions    of   Buonaparte, 
who  spared  no  pains  to  afford  every 
reason,  to  the  people  of  thefee  coun- 
tries, to  prefer  their  present  to  their 
former  condition ;  and  to  be  con- 
vinced, that  they  had  made  an  a^- 
Tantageous  change  in  their  circum- 
stances,  by  assuming  the  govern- 
ment into  their  own  hands,  instead 
cf  leaving  it    to    the   uncontroled 
exercise  of  absolute  and  arbitrary 
xnasters. 

In  the  mean  time,  events  were 
taking  placed  th^t  fully  demonstrated 
a  connivance,  on  the  part  of  the 
French,  at  the  endeavours  of  the 
court  of  Vienna,  to  seek  an  in- 
demnification for  its  loss  of  territo- 
ries in  those  of  the  Venetians.  It 
had  been  a  current  opinion^  at  the 
opening  of  the  conferences  for 
peace^  that  large  porti<ins  of  the 
Venetian  territories^  on  ihe  main 
land*  would  be  made  over  to  the 
tmperor,  as  compefisations  for  what 
hui  beea  wrested  from  lum  in  the 


Netherlands  and  Italy.     Corifann- 
ably  to  the  general  expcaation,    it 
was  not  long  before  thes*  surmi-^es 
received  ample  confirmation.     The 
range  of  coast,  along  the  provin  e 
of  Dalmatia,  had,  -ever  since    the 
downfal  of  Venice,  excited  a  new 
species  of  ambition   in  /the  councils 
of  Austria ;  that  of  increasing    its 
naval  strength,   and  succeeding   to 
Venice    in    the    dominion  of    the 
Adriatic.     The  idea  of  sharing  in 
the  spoils  of  an  unfortunate  friend, 
whose  calamities  arose,  in  a  great 
measure,  from  an  unsuccessful  ex- 
ercise of  its  good  will,  was  odious 
to  all  those  who  did  not  think  that 
politicians  had  a  right  to  exclude 
moral  justice  from  their  transactions. 
But  the  policy  of  the  house  of  Aus- 
tria had  long  convinced  those  that 
attended  to  it,  how  feeble  a  bar  all 
sentiments  of   this    nature    would 
prove,  as  in  truth  they  had  always 
proved,  whenever  fortune  laid  be» 
fore  it  opportunities  of  aggrandize- 
ment. Putsuant  to  the  long-standing 
maxims  of  its  conduct,  the  court  of 
Vienna  availed  itself  of  the   secret 
pcrmissibn,  either  formally  obtained, 
or  indirectly  given  by 'the  agents 
of  France,    to  make  an  irruption 
ihto  the  province  of  Istria,  a  depen- 
dency of  Vienna^  and. reduce  it  to 
its  own  subjection.     This  h?ippened 
in  the  mouth  of  June.    The  reasons 
set  forth  in  the  proclamation,  that 
accompanied  the   entrance  of  the 
Austrian  troops  into  that  province, 
were,  that  a  revolutionary  spirit  had 
manifested   itself  in   the   Venetian 
territories,  which  threatened  to  ex- 
tend itself  to  the  neighbouring  coun*    - 
tries.     In  order  therefore  to  Secure 
himself  from  the  pernicious  conse- 
quences which  this  might  produce, 
the  emperor  had  thoughtit  necessary 
to  take  possession  of  that  province, 
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fcr  the  preservation  of  tranquiUity. 
He  ail€g-d,  at  the  same  time,  the 
an-lfrit  rights  of  hw  family  to  Vene- 
tian Istria,  as  fonnerly  making  part 
of  the  kingdom  of  Hungar}'.  Se- 
veral provinces,  in  the  dependency 
ofVoiioe,  having  withdrawn  thera- 
sdirec  from  it,  he  conceived  this  to 
be  a  fit  opportunity  to  assert  those 
rigbti.  This  proclamation  was  dated 
the  twenty.first  of  June.  By  this 
time,  the  conditions  of  the  peace  in 
agitation  were  well  understood,  by 
the  Frendi  and  Austrian  negocia* 
ton:  more  than  two  months  had 
l>een  adorned  in  adjusting  them^ 
andeooaghhad  transpired  Co  inform 
titt  pDbiic,  that  both  parties  con- 
cuntd,  in  dividing,  between  them, 
ibcspoils  of  the  Venetian  republic. 

It  was  not,  however,  till  October, 
tbt  a  definitive  conclusion  of  this 
treaty  took  place.  Buonaparte  had 
BOW  compleated  the  settlement  of 
e^pry  point,  relating  to  the  new 
founded  republic,  and  to  that  of 
Genoa,  nqw  denominated  Liguria, 
conformably  to  the  disposition  pre-  ' 
vailing  among  the  revolutionists,  of 
Jwiving  the  ancient  names  of  coun- 
tries and  nations.  He  returned  to 
Udiiw,  where  be  found  the  confe- 
rences not  yet  terminated,  notwith- 
standing that  he  had  left  them,  on 
lii«  drparture,  in  a  state  that  'pro- 
niiird  a  more  expeditious  progress, 
as  the  terms  of  paciticatioiik  were 
mutually  acceded  to  ^  and  as  the 
only  caases  of  farther  delay,  were, 
the  endeavours  of  the  Imperial 
court  to  pcoeure  the  addition  of 
Mmc  favourable  clauses,  he  deter- 
mined that  no  farther  prolongation ' 
«hould  be  allowed  for  such  pur- 
poses. He  signi&d  to  the  plenipo- 
tentiaries of  that  court,  that  a 
spwiy  termination  of  matters  was 
Qcccsuiy,  and  wpuid  no  longer  be 


deferred.  They  knew  the  decisive- 
ness of  his  temper,  and  complied 
in  consequence  with  bis  requisition. . 
The  treaty  of  peace  between  Franco 
and  Austria  was  accordingly  sign* 
ed,  on  the  seventeenth  of  October, 
I797r  at  Campo-Pormio,  a  village 
in  the  vicinity  ot  Udina,  by  Buona- 
parte, for  the  French  republic,  and 
by  the  marquis  Dr  Gallo,  count 
Cobentzel,  count  Demeerfred  ,  and 
baron  Dagelman,  the  Imperial  pleni- 
potentiaries. They  were  men  of 
abilities,  and  had  certainly  exerted 
them  in  the  course  of  these  nego- 
ciations,  as  appeared  by  the  ad- 
van  tnges  they  obtained  for  Austria,  » 
notwithstanding  the  state  of  de- 
pression to  which  it  had  bed|n  re^ 
duced. 

fiy  this  celebrated  treaty,  the  em- 
peror ceded,  in  full  soverngnty,  to 
the  French  repubjic,  the  whole  of 
the  Austrian  Netherlands,  and  con- 
sented to  thrir  remaining  in  posses- 
sion of  the  Venetian  islands  of  Corfu, 
Zante,  Caphalonia,  and  of  all  thqir 
other  isles  in  the' Adriatic,  together 
with  their  settlements  in  Alt>ania, 
situated  t6  the  soutb-eaat  of  the 
Gulph  of  Lodrino.  He  acknow- 
ledged the  republic  newly  con-  • 
stituted  under  the  name  of  CtsaU 
pine,  to  be  an  independent  state. 
He  ceded  to  it  the  sovereignty  of 
the  countries  that  had  belotiged  to 
Austria  in  Lombardy,  and  asscmted 
to  it  [Assessing  the  cities  and  terri- 
tories of  Bergamo,  Brescia,  and 
others,  late  in  the  dependence  <rf 
Venice,  together  with  the  duchies 
of  Mantua  and  Modcna,  the  prin- 
cipalities of  Massa  and  Carrara,  and 
the  citieb  and  territories  of  Bologna, 
Ferrara,  and  Romagna,  lately  be-* 
longing  to  the  f)ope. 

The  cessions  of  the  French  re- 
public to  t^kc  emperor,  were  Istria, 
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Daltnatia,  with  all  the  Venetian 
islands  in  the  Adriatic,  lying  to  the 
nor^h-west  of  theGul^  hof  Lodrino, 
the  city  of  Venice,  with  a  large 
portion  of  the  dona  in  ions  of  that 
republic,  chiefly  those  lying  l)etweeu 
the  Tyrol,  the  Lake  of  Guitrda,  and 
the  Adriatic. 

It  was  stipulated,  between  the 
contracting  parties,  that  no  indivi-* 
dual,  iti  the  countries  occupied  by 
the  French,  o*  Austrians,  should 
be  prosecuted  for  his  opinions  or 
conduct  during  the  war  between 
them.' 

The  duke  of  Modena  was  to  re- 
ceive, as  an  indeiiHiiiication  for  the 
IbsS'Of  his  duchy,  the  province  of 
[^risgaw,  in  the  proximity  of  the 
Rhine. 

A  congress  should  be  held,  at 
Rastadt,  consisting  of  plenipoten- 
tiaries from  France  and  the  em<p 
pire,  for  the  negociating  of  a 
peace. 

The  ceremonial  and  etiquette 
between  Ausiiria  and  France  should 
remain  as  in  times  past,'  and  the 
Cisalpiue  republic  should  be  placed 
on  the  same  footing,  in  this  respect> 
as  the  late  republic  of  Venice. 

The  provisions  of  this  treaty  ex^ 
tended,  as  far  as  they  were  applica- 
ble, to  the  commonwealth  of  Bata- 
via. " 

In  order  to  ascertain  the  neutrality 
to  he  observed,  with  regard  to  the 
belligerent  powers,  it  was  recipro- 
cally agreed,  that  no  assistance  'or 
protection  of  any  kind  should  be  gi- 
yen  to  the  enemies  of  either  of  the 
.  contracting  parties,  and  that  not  more 
than  six  of  theirships  of  war,  at  one 
time,  should  be  permitted  to  enter 
the  Austrian  or  French  harbours, 
during  the  present  war. 

Such  were  the  principal  articles 
6f  the  treaty  of   Campo-Foroiio. 


The  countries  given  to  the  house 
of  Au'^tria,  to  rounlfrbalance  the  ac- 
quisitions of  France,  In  the  Nether- 
lands, were  allowed  to  be  an  equi- 
valent beyond  what  jt  could  have 
justly  expected,  considering  the  de- 
bilitated condition  to  whi<ph  it  had 
been  brought,  by  the  arms  of  the 
French  republic,  ai^d  the  inveteracy 
expressed  upon  all  occasions  agninst 
it  by  the  court  of  Vienna  and  its 
adherents. 

But  there  were  other  articles  in 
this  treaty,  deemed  of  an  UDOsten- 
sible  nature,  in  the  actual  situation 
of  Europe,  cspex:ially  of  the  Ger-» 
man  empire,  with  the  princes  and 
states  of  which  ly>th  France  and 
Austria  seemed  equally  inclined  to 
act  with  more  freedom,  than  they 
were  conscious  would  be  justifiable, 
or  approved  of  by  those  whom  their 
designs  were  to  affect, 

By  this  secret  convention  the  em<« 
peror  engaged  to  consent,  that  the 
Rhine  should,  conformably  to  the 
desire  of  the  republic,  be  the 
boundary  between  France  and  Ger- 
many, and  to  use  his  mediation  for 
the  procuring  of  the  like  consent, 
on  the  part  of  the  states  and  princes 
of  the  empire.  Were  they  to  refuse 
.their  assent,  he  agreed  to  furnish  no 
more  than  his  bare  contingent  of 
troops,  in  case  host ih ties  resulted 
from  this  refusal.  The  French,  in 
return,  were  to  exert  their  influence 
in  procuring  the  cession  of  Saltz- 
burgh,  with  some  considerable  dis- 
tricts in  Bavaria*  to  the  ennperon 
For  every  acquisition  made  by 
France  in  the  empire,  it  was  sti- 
pulated (hat  he  should  receive  an 
equivalent :  and  for  every  one  that 
he  made,  France  should  receive 
another  in  like  manner.  The  re- 
public, in  order  to  induce  the  assent 
of  the  king  of  Prussia  to  those  ar- 
rangement:$. 
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nogemeotB,  restored  his  dominions 
on  the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine,  and 
allowed  a  territorial  indemnifica- 
tkxi  to  be  giFei^  to  the  Stadtholder, 
provided  it  were  not  in  the  neieh-r 
boorbood  of  the  Bataviai  repablic. 
To  this  the  emperor  also  qonsented, 
00  condition  it  were  not  in  the  vi- 
dntty  of  his  own  dominions:  care- 
fbOj  stipnlatlng,  at  the  same  time, 
that  Pnissia  shoaki  make  no  new 
aoqaisition.  He  gave  his  formal 
asKot  to  the  dispositions  made  in 
Italj  by  the  French,  of  tLe  various 
Imperial  fiefs  in  favour  of  the  Li- 
{unan  and  Cisalpine  respubUcs;  tnd 


OTomised  to  concur,  jointly  with 
France,  in  soliciting  the  diet  of  the 
^empire  to  give  up  its  feudal  8ove-» 
rejgnty  over  those  districts.  He 
farther  agreed  to  act  in  concert 
with  the  republic,  in  order  to  ob* 
tain  the  consent  of  the  empire,  that 
the  three  ecdesiastioal  electors,  and 
the  other  princes  of  |he  empire,  who 
suffered  any  loss  of  territory,  either 
in  consequence  of  this  convention* 
or  of  the  pacification  to  be  concluded 
hereafter  between  France  and  the 
empire,  shouldbe  proporlionably  in* 
demnified  in  Germany. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP,    IV. 


Principle  or  Spirit  of  the  Treaty  of  Campo^Formio.'^itrktures  thereon. — 
Mxult^tion  of  the  French. — Parties  in  Prance, — Their  mutual  Jbhot' 
rcAce  of  each  other, — Their  Reciprocal  Animosity ^  if^fiuenced  by  new 
Jealousies  and  Apprehensions, — Conspiracy  of  Loyalists  discovered,'-^ 
Address  of  Lewis,  called  by  the  RoyaUsts  the  XVIIL — And  resolute 
Exertions  of  his  Party  throughout  France,  —  Decree,  o'liging  the  Public 
Functionoaries  to  stveor  Hatred  to  Royalty.— Return  of  new  Members  to 
the  French  Republican  Legislature. — French  Troops  sent  to  St.  Domin- 
go.— Exeessive  Profusion  qjfthe  French  Executive  Government. — Frauds 
end  Collusions,  detrimental  to  the  Public  Revenue. — Enormous  Encreetse 
of  the  Public  Debt, — Various  Mismanagements. — Strictures  of  many 
Members  of  both  Councils,  and  others,  on  the  Continuance  of  War  and 
Extension  of  Conquests. — The  Lenity  and  Moderation  of  this  Party,  in 
Favour  of  Peace,  encourages  Attempts  in  Favour  of  Peaceable  LoydlistSm 
•^Severe  Decrees  against  this  Class  of  Loyalists,  tiew-modelledand  mitim 
gated.  •     • 


THE  secrecy  with  which  ^tbe 
contents  of  this  treaty  were 
concealed  from  the  public,  suffi* 
ciently  prved  how  conscious  the 
contracting  powers  were  of  the 
dissatisfaction  they  would  excite 
when  they  came  to  be  known.  The 
disrespectful,  and  it  may  be  said, 
the  arbitrary  manner  in  which  ihey 
disposed  of  the  interests  and  destiny 
of  so  many  princes,  who,  though 
inferior  to  them  in  power,  still 
'were  independent  sovereigns,  plain- 
ly shewed  their  total  disregard  for 
all  that  were  not  able  to  command 
it.  Their  considerations  seemed 
wholly  confined  to  themselves. 
Equi^  and  decorum  were  entirely 
laid  aside  in  this  clandestine  ar- 
rangement of  their  reciprocal  con- 
cerns^ or  at  best  not  farther  con- 


sulted than  suited  their  conveniea- 
cy. 

Of  all  the  sacrifices  that  were 
made  to  that  selfish  and  ambi-> 
tious  spirit,  which  dictated  this  pn- 
vaie  convention^  the  destruction  of 
Venice  gave  most  offence,  as  well 
as  surprize,  to  all  the  people  in 
Europe.  So  hard  a  destiny  was  ex- 
pected neither  by  the  Venetians 
nor  others.  They  had  been  orga- 
nized, conformably  to  the  demo- 
cratical  system,  and  the  majority 
of  the  inhabitants,  throughout  the 
dominions  of  Venice,  were  firmly 
attached  to  republican  princi- 
ples. The  Frei'.ch  plan  of  govern  • 
ment  having,  at  the  period  of  their 
submission,  been  settled  and  ac- 
quiesced in  with  the  evident  satis* 
Action  pf  all  cUsses^  but  that  of 
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the   nobies,  many  of  whom '  were 
r.ot  averse  to  it,    the  public  ima- 
gined that  the   only  change  in  the 
Jtate  of  Venice,  would  be  from  an 
aristocratic   to  a   democrat icaP  r^ 
pablic.      I'his  alteration   had  also 
beeti  introduced  as    a  punishment 
on  the    nobles,    who   alone    were 
represented     a^   inimical     to    the 
French,  the  commonalty   being  re- 
puted warmly  devoted  to  them.  By 
the  terms    of  the    treaty  berwcen 
Venice  and  the  French,  and  which 
these  agreed    punctually    to  fulfil, 
though  all  its  possessions  were  ceded 
to  the    French,    yet  part  of  them 
were  to  be  restored  on  the  final  set- 
iltmcnt  of  affairs  in  Italy.     A  large 
snm  of  money,  no  lesss  than  eighty 
millious  of  livre^,  had  at  the  same 
time  been   paid  to  them,    by  way 
of  atonement     and    compensation. 
-  These  various     cirxrumstances     in- 
duced the  public  to  expect,that  con- 
tent with  the  transforming  of  Ve- 
nice from    a    lordship,  as    it   was 
styled,  to  a  popular  state , the  French 
would  have  left  it  in  tliat  condition, 
which  would  have  placed  it  on  the 
nme  footing  as  the  Cisalpine  and 
Ligurian  republics.     This  too  was 
considered,    by  some  very   shrewd 
politicians,  as  the  surest  methor]  of 
); reserving   Italy  from  the  yoke  of 
Austria,  as  those    three  republics 
would  in  all  likelihood  unite  for  their 
common  defence  against    the    at- 
tempts of  that    dangerous   neigh- 
bour to  recover  his  former  domains. 
But  all  these  expectations  were '  at 
once  frustrated,  by  the  cession  not 
only  of  several  of  the  provinces  of 
Venice,  but  of  the  very  capital  of 
that  ancient  state,  to  the  house  of 
Austria.       T!iis,    in    fact,  was   to 
annihilate    all    hopes  that    Venice 
would  ever  again  resume  its   station 
in" the  political  system  of  Europe : 
Vol.  XXXIX. 


experience  having  long  proved,  that 
every  country,  that  fell  into  the  pos- 
session of  that  family,  bad  never 
recovered  its  primitive  situation, 
but  through  the  most  violent  strug- 
gles, and  the  most  extraordinary 
and  unexpected  events. 

The  friends  to  liberty  had  be- 
held, with  marked  -satisfaction,  the 
abolition  of  the  Venetian  senate, 
and  especially  of  the  council  of  ten, 
and  of  the  inquisition  of  state.  The 
eleci  ion  or  fifty  individuals,  by  the 
suiTrages  of  the  community,'  with 
six  commissaries  nominated  by 
Buonaparte,  had  been  greatly  ap- 
proved of,  as  a  very  fair  and  equit- 
able government.  As  it  had  con- 
tinued several  months,  and, been 
exercised  with  moderation,  an  idea 
had  naturally  prevailed,  that  it 
would  have  remained  unaltered, 
and  the  inhabitants  enjoyed  their 
new  acquired  freedom.  It  was 
therefore,  with  deep  regret  and  in- 
jdignation,  that  these  found,  that 
they  were  to  be  stripped  of  what 
tliey  began  to  consider  as  their  con-  • 
stitutional  rights,  and  delivered  over 
tothe  dominionof  Austria  :  a  power 
of  which  they  well  knew  the  des- 
potic maxims,  and  dreaded  to  be- 
come the  subjects  more  tlian  ever  j 
since  the  inlroduction  among  them 
of-  French  principles  and  regula- 
tions. The  commonalty,  which  felt 
a  particular  partial iry  to  these,  bit- 
terly complained,  that  they  should 
have  experienced  them  to  no  other 
purpose,  than  to  grieve  for  their  lost 
when  subjected  t.>  the  severity  oi' 
the  Austrian  government. 
.  Thus  ended,  for  the  present,  the 
contest  between  France  and  Austria, 
to  the  great  satisfgction  of  the  peo- 
ple of  both  countries.  In  France,  • 
the  exultation  was  boundless.  In 
imitation  ©f  the  precedents  of  fcr* 
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irier  times,  the  reign  of  Lewis  the 
XIV.  particular! J,  calculations  of 
the  number  of  victories  and  trophies 
won  by  the  French  armies  were 
pompously  distributed  to '  all  the 
members  and  departments  of  go- 
vernment, and  published  with  much 
splendour  and  solemnity  in  all  parts 
of  the  republic.  In  these  it  was 
stated,  that  the  French  had  been 
victorious  in  two  hundred  and  sixty 
engagements,  thirty  of  thfem  pitched 
battles.  Of  theiv  enemies  upwards 
of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
bad  been  slain,  and  near  two  hun- 
dred thousand  made  prisoners.  A- 
bout  eight  thousand  pieces  of  can-^ 
non  had  been  taken,  and  one  hun«- 
dred  and  eighty  thousand  muskets. 
These  atchievemenls  had  taken 
place  within  the  space  of  three  years 
and  a  half,  commencing  with  Sep- 
tember, 1793,  and  ending  with  Fe- 
bruary, 1797'  Since  which,  upwards 
of  twenty  thousand  more  of  the 
Austrians  had  either  been  killed  or 
takers  during  the  hostilities  that  pre- 
ceded the  armistice,  and  prelimina- 
ry pacification,  concluded  in  April 
..following,  between  France  and  tlie 
emperor. 

While  the  arms  of  France  were 
obtaining  so  many  successes  abroad, 
the  internal  peace  of  that  country 
ivss  continually  shaken,  by  the  ir- 
reconcileable  disposition  of  thuse 
"who  opjx>scd  the  present  constitu- 
tion. Stung  with  resentment  at 
the  many  disappointments  they  had 
experienced  in  their  eifons  to  over- 
turn it,  these,  instead  of  relaxing, 
had  rather  encreased  their  resolu- 
tion to  persevere,  and  fall  in  the  at- 
tempt, should  such  afate  attend  them, 
thap  desist  from  what  they  looked 
upon  as  equally  apoint  cf  houourand 
•i  duly. 


Such  still  continued  to  be  the  cha- 
racter of  that  resolute  party  which 
opposed  the  republic,  and  was  deter- 
mined, at  all  hazards,  to  labour  for 
its  destruction,  and  the  restoration 
of  monarchy.  These  two  objects 
were  incessantly  in  their  contempla- 
tion. The  blood  that  had  been  so  pro- 
fusely and  vainly  shedfortbeir  accom- 
plishment was  considered  only  a  just 
and  necessary  thbute,  which  every 
loyal  subject  should  hold  himself 
under  the  most  conscientious  obliga- 
tion to  pay,  when  summoned  to  do 
it  by  those  who  bore  the  lawful  com- 
mission of  thesovereign,  and  when- 
ever any  prospect  appeared  of  act- 
ing to  advantage  in  his  service.* 

These  principles  Wfere  strongly 
current  amortg  large  numbers  in 
every  part  of  France.  The  persecu-  ' 
tion  andsuilerings  which  those,  who 
professed  them,  were  liable  to  un- 
dergo, did,  not  seem  to  make  much 
impression  upon  them  :  undeterred 
by  the  vigilance,  with  which  tbcir 
motions  were  watched,  they  acted 
together  with  a  concert  and  bold- 
ness that  exposed  them  to  .perpetual 
detection.  But  such  was  their  cou- 
rage and  firmness,  that  thev  took 
little  or  no  care  to  conceal  their 
prhiciples.  Their  conduct,  in  fact, 
bordered  on  temerity,  their  zeal  be- 
ing such  as  to  overleap  all  the  bounds 
of  discretion,  and  to  set  their  op- 
pressors at  defiance. 

Among  men  of  this  description 
it  was  not  diificult  to  find  agents, 
as  well  as  adherents,  by  those  stre- 
nuous friends  to  royalty,  who  still 
abounded  in  France  :  the  stauEK:h 
republicans  dreading  the  eftccts  of 
this  unconquerable  antipathy  to 
their  cause,  and  alarixjed  by  the 
freqoent  intelligence  of  threatened 
insurrections,  coutraciing  on  their 
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tide  a  rancour  against  the  royalists^ 
and  a  thirst  of  revenge  that  induced 
thea  to  pry  into  all  their  actions^ 
with  a  suspicion  that  fell  upon  the 
niost  innocent,  and  that  sought  for 
plots  and  machinations  against  the 
cjtahlished  order  of  things,  in  the 
commonest  intercourse  between 
tJjose  individuals,  who  were  either 
known  or  suspected  to  incline  to 
what  was  termed  royalism. 

This  being  the  relative  situation  of 
the  partizans  of  the  commonwealth 
and  the  monarchy,  it  was  natural 
that  they  should  hold  each  other 
in  abhorrence.  Those  of  the  re- 
puhh'caa  party,  who  favoured  mo- 
derate measures,  and  who^  though 
true  to  their  own  side,  were  dis- 
posed to  treat  their  antagonists  with 
lenity,  incurred,  on  many  occasions, 
the  imputation  of  being  unsteady  in 
their  priaciples :  and  yet,  the  only 
cha*.  ge  that  could  be  brought  against 
them  was,  that  of  endeavouring  to 
mitigate  the  spirit  of  enmity  that 
prompted  men  to  unnecessary  acts 
of  seventy »  and  to  persuade  them 
to  rest  contented  with  those  pre- 
cautions that  deprived  their  advcr* 
Kiries  of  the  means  of  executin^^ 
their  inimical  intentions,  without 
punishing  them  merely  for  enter- 
taining sentiments  contrary  to  their 
cwn. 

The  nation  was  deeply  involved 
in  this  conflict  of  repugnant  ideas 
and  interests,  w4tefli  dew  jealousies 
and  apprehensions  arose,  to  add 
fiTsh  fuel  to  the  (lame  of  reciprocal 
animosity.  On  the  twelfth  of  Plu- 
viose,(  January  the  thirtv-first,  1797 ) 
the  directory  informed  the  council 
of  Bve  hundred,  that  a  conspiracy 
had.  been  carried  un  against  the 
republic,  by  the  cmlsftaries  of  the 
late  king's  brother,  styling  him- 
^f  kk^  of  Franc«r>  and  that  four 


of  the  priocipal  conspirators  had 
been  arrested. 

According  to  the  report  of  the 
minister  of  police,  there  had  beeii 
for  a  considerable  tine,  persons  In 
Paris,  commissioned  by  that  ptsQce, 
to  correspond  with  his  partizans  ia 
all  the  departments,  and  to  or- 
ganize the  plan  of  an  insurrection. 
After  preparing  their  own  people, 
they  next  ventured  to  make  appli- 
cation to  som^  officers  in  the  repub- 
lican army,  in  hope  of  bringing 
them  over  to  their  party.  Ramei, 
commander  of  the  guards,  attending 
the  directory,  was  tampered  with, 
as  was  also  M$ilo,  the  commanding 
officer  of  a  n»giraent  of  dragoons* 
They  both  feigned  an  approbation 
of  the  proposal^  made  to  them  ;  but 
infoimed  the  minister  of  the  police 
of  the  business  in  agitation.  A  place 
was  appointed  where  he  might 
over-hear  the  discourse  between 
these  officers  and  the  royal  com- 
missioners. Thither  he  repaired,  and 
they  disclosed,  in  his  hearing,  the 
whole  plan  of  the  conspiracy,  pro- 
ducing,  at  the  same  time,  their 
powers,  and  the  papers  n;lating  to 
It.  They  were  immediately  seized, 
by  his  orders.  Their  names  were 
Duveme,  Duprale,  known  also  by 
the  name  of  Duoant,  and  who  ac- 
knowledged upon  examination,  that 
he  had  assumed  several  others  ;  La* 
ville  Harnois,  formerly  belonein^ 
to  the  court  of  the  late  king ;  Bro- 
thicr,  who  appeared,  by  papers  found 
upon  him^  to  be  in  the  confidence 
ot  Lewis  XVni. ;  and  a  person 
called  baron  Poly.  They  were  ac- 
cused of  having  endeavoured  to  se- 
duce the  above-mentioned  officers 
into  a  conspiracy  against  the  repub- 
lic, in  which  they  were  to  be  as- 
sisted by  England.  Had  their  de- 
\>y^n  succeeded,  and  a  counter  revo* 
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lution  been  effected  m'  favour  of 
Lewis,  deeds  of  a  most  atrcKioiis 
nature  were  to  have  ensued.    That 
•  prince  was,  at  his  restoration,  to  have 
assumed  the  mask  of  clemency,  and 
to  have  issued  an  act  of  oblivion  5 
but  thi»  was  to  have  been  declared 
null  and  void  by  the  parliament, 
after  his  power  had  been  firmly  set- 
tled, and  the  ancient  courts  of  judi- 
cature re-established:  other  acts  of 
perfidy  were  to  have  accompanied 
this  one.     The  leading  members  of 
the  present  legislature  were  to  have 
been  taken  into  favour,  and  pro- 
moted :  but  condemned  to  punish- 
ment on  the  firstopportunity.  Other 
frauds  and  baibarlties  were  men- 
^       tibned ,  such  as  exposing  La  Fa}  ette 
in  an  iron  cage,   and  sentencing  to 
the  gallies   the  inferior   actors   in 
tjic  revolution.     If  .the  strength  of 
the  royalists  proved  insufficient  for 
their  purposes,  the  jacobins  and  ter- 
»  rorists  were  to  have  been  regorted 
to  for  aid,   on  plausible  pretexts, 
t-luch    were  4he  principal  charges 
against  the  four  persons  arrestedi 
As  their  answers  did  not  invalidate 
ihem,   they  were  ordered,  by  the 
directory,  to  be  Iritd  before  a  mi- 
litary   tribunal,    a^    falling   under 
the   accusation    ot*   having    levied 
forces   to  be  employed  against  the 
state. 

The  chief  agent  among  them  ap- 
peared to  be  Dunant.  He  j^ave  in 
a  declaration  of  the  proceedings  re- 
lating to  this  conspiracy,  that  repre- 
sented it,  as  well  as  bis  agency 
^  therein,  in  so  remarkable,  and,  at 
the  same  time,  in  so  strange  and 
perplexed  a  light,  that  it  excited 
great  doiiht  of  his  vcr:icity.  He 
assumed  the  character  of  a  man  re-^ 
solved  to  communicate  all  the 
.  transactions  to  which  he  Was  privy, 
suid  in  which  he  had  been  concerned. 


relating  to  France.    He  detailed, 
in  the  minutest  manper,  the  mtilti- 
plicity  of  intrigues  carried  on,  at 
home  and  abroad,  against  the  repub- 
lic,   specifying  facts   and  persons 
with  the  most  circumstantial  accu- 
racy.    H  is  object,  by  making  these 
discoveries,  was,  be  said,  to  frustrate 
the  attempts  of  the  enemies  to  the 
commonwealth,  and. to  enable  it  the 
more  readily  to  crush  them,  by  be- 
ing forewarned  in  time.    The  part 
that  England  acted  in  these  transac- 
tions was  very  particularly  describ- 
ed.    According  to  his  report,   the 
British  ministry  was  at  the  bottom 
of  every  design  meditated  against 
France,  and  spared  no  expence  to 
forward  their  execution.     Nothing, 
in  short,  was  omitted,  on  the  part 
of  this  ancient  rival,  to  overturn  its 
present,  and  to  restore  its  former 
goveritniLnt.     But  notwithstanding 
the  utility,  which  the  royal  cause 
expected  to  derive  from  England, 
the  king,  he  said,  meaning  Lewis 
XVIIl.  and  his  council,  had  always 
been  of  opinion,  that  the  services  of 
P^n gland  were  perfidious,  and  tend- 
ing to  no  other  end  than  the  ruin  of 
France.     This    deplaration    made 
much  noise  at  the  time,  and  gave 
occasion   to  a  variety  of  specuh- 
ticns. 

The  detection  of  this  conspiracy 
coinciding  with  the{feriod  immedt* 
aiely  preceding  the  annual  change 
of  one-third  of  the  legislature,  a- 
wakened  the  suspicions  of  govern- 
ment,  and  induced  them  to  imagine 
that  their  opponents  would  exercise 
all  their  influence  throughout  the 
nation,  to  render  the  ensuing  elec- 
tion of  njembers,  to  replace  those 
that  vacated  their  seats,  nnfavourable 
to  the  views  of  the  present  rulers, 
Hcitln  ihoy  were  not  deceived. 
Every  species  of  opposition,  vjo* 
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leooe  alooe  excepteil,  ^as  made,  by 
tbe  royal  party.  In  £ivour  of  their 
friends.  Nor  were  the  repoblicans 
less  eaniest  in  opposing  their  adver- 
saries, in  the  san^e  manner.  Reci- 
procal accusations  of  bribery,  and 
efcry  anfair  method  of  carrying, 
elections,  were  laid  to  the  charge  of 
both  parties,  ancf  they  criminated 
each  other  with  all  the  virulence 
and  animosity  of  men,  who  were 
eagerly  seeking  for  means  to  effect 
tbdr  mutaal  destruction. 

A  paper,  published  about  this 
time, in  the  oameof  Le^is,  afforded 
an  opportunity  to  the  directory,  not  • 
only  of  insisting  on  the  reality  of 
ihe  recent  conspiracy,  but  of  bring* 
iDg  home,  to  the  royal  party,  tlie 
charge  of  making  every  etfbrt  to  fill 
the  legislature  with  their  partizans. 
In  this  paper,  Lewis  explicitly  ac* 
koow:rdged«  that  he  had  agents  in 
Frarce,  who  were  commissioned  by 
hin*  to  urge  every  nwtive  to  induce 
tbf  people  to  renounce  thtir  allegi- 
at.cc  to  the  republican  government, 
which  he  represented  as  a  state  of 
anarchy  and  of  despotism,,  and  to 
retore  the  ancle n:  monarchy,  which 
alooe  could  put  an  end  to  the  cala- 
mities that  had  afflicted  France  ever 
since  it  had  wanted  a  king.  After 
making  solemn  promises  to  rectify 
all  abuses,  and  to  redress  all  grie- 
vances, conformably  to  the  wish  and 
v^iU  of  the  nation,  he  directed  his 
agents  to  employ  themscivos  parti- 
cularly in  procuring  the  choice  of  the 
public^  in  the  Approaching  renewnl 
of  its  representatives,  to  fall  upon 
his  own  adherents.  In  order  to  ob- 
tain this  end,  they  were  to  hold  out 
rewards,  proportioned  to  the  ser- 
vices pcrf?>rmed,  to  I  he  military  of 
every  rank,  and  to  every  person  in 
9(licr,  whom   they  could  persuade 


to  embrace  their  cause,  and  to  comei 
into  their  measures. 

This  address  of  Lewis  to  the 
French,  which  was  dated  the  tenth 
of  March,  1797,  was  accompanied  ' 
by  the  resolute  exertions-  of  hii 
party,  throughout  France.  Govern- 
mant  was  openly  attacked,  both  in 
speech  and  writing.  Every  argu- 
ment was  used  to  asperse  and  vi* 
lify  its  members:  every  report 
and  anecdote  was  circulated,  that 
could  disparage  their  character,  and 
bring  them  into  contempt.  The" 
cause  of  the  emigrants  was  boldly 
pleaded,  and  their  conduct  justi* 
hed.  The  republic  itself  was  re-' 
presented  as  unstable  and  fluctu- 
ating, and  the  probability  of  its 
continuance  denied. 

But  a  subject  of  still  greater 
al&rm  to  government^  was,  that  a 
considerable  number  of  the  public 
functionaries  refused  to  take  the 
oath  of  hatred  to  royalty.  Though 
this  refusal  was  grounded  on  their 
compliance  with  this  injuDctioa 
upon  their  entering  into  office,  yet, 
their  denial  to  comply  with  it^  at 
the  present  juncture,  could  not  fail 
to  subject  them  to  suspicious  <(£ 
enmity  to  government. 

The  directory,  against  which  the 
attacks  oi'  opposition  were  chiefly 
levelled,  resolved,  on  this  emergen- 
cy, to  apply  lo  liic  legislature,  for 
its  aid,  in  compelling  the  refractory 
to  submit  to  a  regulation,  which  aU 
the  friends  to  the  republic  judged 
indispeiisibly  requisite  to  enable  go- 
vernment to  distinguish  between  its 
adherents  and  opponents.  With 
this  view,  a  message  was  sent  by  the 
directory  to  the  council  of  five 
hundred,  complaining  of  the  disre- 
spectful and  audacious  writings 
published  against  the  «0D8tituiion' 
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and  government,  a^  ^eW  as  df  the 
refusal  of  persons  in  office  to  take 
the  oaths  required  of  them,  and  re- 
questing, that  a  law  should  pass  to 
oblige  them  to  complj  with  this  re« 
quisiiion. 

This  message  was  deliver<*d  to 
the  council,  on  the  fifteenth  of 
March,  and  the  passing  of  it  was 
>i7Brral)'  solicited  by  thefriends  of  the 
directory,  as  peculiarly  necessar}'  at 
the  present  season.  I'he  fact  was, 
'  that  in  many  parts  of  France,  those 
who  had  been  appointed  electors  of 
the  members  of  the  two  councils, 
that  composed  the  legislative  body, 
ivere  secretly  royalists,  and,  of  course, 
disinclined  to  take  the  oaths  admi« 
nistered  to  them  by  the  republicails, 
as  a  test  of  their  ^delity  to  the  pre- 
sent constitution.  It  was  particu- 
larly against  these,  the  law  now 
proposed  was  aimed.  But  it  was 
.  strongly  opposed  by  several  of  the 
•  most  conspicuous  members  of  the 
couocil,  who  rejected  it,  as  unue- 
cessaryand  injurious  to  the  charac- 
ter of  the  electors,  whose  loyalty  to 
their  country  it  represented  as 
doubtful.  They  were  answered, 
that  testimonies  of  attachiDcnt  to 
the  state  ought  always  to  acccmpany 
(official  appointn^ents,  and  that  no 
one,  who  did  not  harbour  sinister 
designs,  would  be  averse  to  give 
so  easy  a  prool  of  his  patriotism, 
^tter  violent  altercations,  it  was 
decreed,  at  last,  that  every  elector, 
previously  to  hjs  entering  upon  his 
functions,  should  formally  premise 
attachment  and  fidelity  to  the  re- 
public, and  to  the  constitution  of 
the  third  year,  and  pltdgd  himself 
to  defend  them  to  the  utmost  of 
his  abilities. 

The  enacting  of  this  decree  was 
cossidaedj  by  the  lepublican  [arty, 


as  no  little  advantage  gained  over 
the  royalists,  who  had,  for  some 
time,  been  remarkal^y  successful  In 
enc! erasing  their  strength.  This,  , 
indeed,  was  evident,  by  the  returna 
made  of  new  members  to  the  legist 
laturd.  Among  these  was  the 
prince  of  Conti,  and  some'of  the 
ancient  noblesse.  Several  others 
were  elected,  whose  principles  were 
remarkably  moderate,  and  by  some 
thought  inclining  to  royalism. 

Three  persons  took  their  seats  8$ 
representatives  on  this  occasion,  who 
had  each  made  a  conspicuous  figure 
in  the  republic.  The  one  was  Bar- 
rere,  famous  for  his  many  speeches 
in  the  convention,  during  the  tiiiie 
of  Robcrspierre,  and  for  having  prer 
sided  at  the  trial  of  the  unfortunate 
Lewis.  The  others  were  general 
Jourdao,  the  first  who  turned  the 
tide  of  fortune  in  favour  of  France, 
in  the  campaign  of  1793,  by  the 
victory  of  Dunkirk  ;  and  general 
Pichegru,  co  less  noted  for  his  siic- 
cesses  in  Flanders  apd  Holland,  the 
ensuing  year.  Both  the  lafter  were 
admitted  to  their  seats  with  every 
token  of  approbation  and  respect. 
Bnt  the  former  was  rejected,  as  be- 
ing an  out-law,  and  incapable,  as 
well  as  unworthy,  of  having  a  seat 
in  the  representation.  In  the  di- 
rectory, Latourneur  went,  by  lot, 
out  of  office,  and  was  replaced 
by  the  celebrated  negociator  F-ar- 
theltmi/  whose  talents  and  per- 
sonal character  had  long  rendered 
him  the  favourite  of  the  public, 
which  cjipresscd  universal  satis- 
faction at  his  promoiiou  to  that 
dignity. 

This  partial  renovation  of  the  ^ex- 
ecutive and  legislative  bodies  was  ac- 
companied with  a  general  expecta- 
lioD,  that  it  would  be  followed  by 
ijiatcrial 
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maCerial  di^ngies  in  the  manage-, 
mcDt  of  public  afEiirs.  The  power 
of  the  directory  w^s,  by  numbers, 
deemed  too  great  for  the  adminis- 
trators of  the  concerns  of 'a  com- 
monwealth, and  a  limitation  of  it 
was  judged  necessary,  before  cus- 
tom and  length  of  time  should  give 
it  a  right  of  prescription.  The  coun- 
cil of  five  hundred  had  hitherto 
acted,  in  a  remarkable  degree,  by 
the  impulse  of  the  directory.  The 
necessity  of  preserving  union  be- 
tween the  different  branches  of  a 
coostitution,  newly  established,  and 
tbeiehy  securing  it  respect,  pointed 
oat  the  propriety  of  such  a  conduct. 
Bat  the  lapse  of  a  considerable  space 
of  tinoe,  tilled  up  with  continual 
triumphs,  having  con fef  red  strength, 
and  tbe  prospect  of  8 tability,upon  the 
new  system,  its  favourei;3,  as  well 
as  criticisers,  began  to  CKamine  its 
flaws  with  the  more  severity,  that 
the  sooner  these  were  remedied, 
the  less  of  difficulty  would  occur  la 
that  necessary  business. 

Both  the  councils  now  contained 
a  large  proportion  of  members  de- 
tennined  to  retain  as  much  autho- 
rity as  they  might  be  able  to  secure 
to  their  respective  shares.  They 
rigilantly  waited  an  opportunity  of 
enforcing,  by  actual  exertion,  their 
claim  to  some  of  those  branches  of 
power,  that  had  been  solely  exer- 
cised by  the  directory,  and  either 
acquiesced  in,  or  formally  lodged 
in  them  by  the  councils. 

The  sessions  of  the  new  legisla- 
ture commenced  towards  the  close 
of  May.  In  the  beginning  of  June, 
the  situation  of  the  French  island^s, 
in  the  West  Indies,  was  brought 
before  the  council  of  five  hundred. 
The  recall  of  Santhonax,  the 
I* reach  commissioner,  in  St,  Do- 
mingo, wa>  moved^   and  c^nled : 


but  general  Jourdan,  apprehending 
that  if  this  measure  was  not  support- 
ed by  a  sufficient  force,  that  conar 
missioner  might  resist  the  orders  of 
the  legislature,  and,  sooner  than  su|^.- 
mit,give  uptheislandto  theEnglish, 
proposed,  that  a  competent  body  of 
troops  sjiould  be  sent  to  enforce  the 
decree  of  the  council.  This  propo- 
sal was  approyed  of,  and  passed  ac- 
,cordingly,  to  the  great  mortification 
of  the  directory,  to  whom  the  set- 
tlement of  that  affair  had  been  com- 
mitted, by  the  late  council. 

The  public  was  not  displeased  At 
this  assumption  of  authority,  by  the 
council.     Profasrons  of  an  unsufFer- 
able  nature  were  imputed   to  the 
managers  of  the  home  departments, 
of  which  the  expences,  in  the  opi- 
nion of  the  committee  appointed  for 
their  examination,  ought  to  be  redu- 
ced  from  seventeen  to  little  more 
than   six  millions.    The  directory   ' 
was  accused  of  conniving  at  thtse 
excesses,  if  not  of  expressly  autho- 
rising them  to  indulge  their  vanity, 
and  a  contemptible  fondness  for  im« 
proper  magnificence.     The  various 
palaces,  inhabited  by  the  late  king, 
and  the  different  branches  of  the 
royal  family,  occasioned  an  expen- 
diture that  ill  accorded  with  the 
pretences  of  economy,  so  frequently 
in  the  mouth  of  the  supporters  of 
government.   A  far  greater  number 
of  surveyors,  architects,  and  work- 
men, were  employed  to  keep  them 
in  order  an^  repair,  than  were  want- 
ed for  the  purposes  to  which  they 
were  allotted.   Several  of  those  ma- 
nufactories, s-iled  royal,  were  still 
pi;escrved  on  their  former  footing, 
without  necessity.    The  expences 
arising  from  the  printing  of  public 
papers,  and  iUe  remunerations  g^iven 
to  the  writers  in  them,  on  the  side 
of  ggvernmsnty  wese  no  less  exce$- 
[£  4J  siv«. 
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si^'^.  Complaints  of  this  kind  were 
equally  made  by  the  repuhlicans 
a'ld  the  loyalists.  The  former  re- 
proached the  people  in  office  for 
affecting  a  needless  pomp  in  their 
execution,  and  for  converting  to 
th<»r  private  emolument,  the  sums 
entrusted  to  their  hands  for  public 
uses.  The  latter exptessed  their  in- 
dignation, that  persons  of  low  de- 
gre*^,  nnd  that' had  risen  to  power 
Bwi  afflneiKe  by  the  depression 
and  ruin  of  their  superiors,  shoukl 
riot  ostentatiously  in  their  spoils,  and 
that  after  destroying  monarchy,  ns 
too  cosily  a  system,  andimpoverihh- 
injr  the  many  for  the  enriching  of 
the  few,  they  should,  in  the  midst  of 
pretences  to  frugality,  live  in  sump- 
tuousness  and  luxury,  and  rival  the 
state  and  splendour  of  kings. 

In  the  coymcil  of  tive  hundred, 
'now  Consisting  of  ntJmbers  highly 
dissatisfied  wiih  the  conduct  of  go- 
vernment, and  resolved  to  expose  it 
to  the  public,  wiihont  palliation, 
the  severest  ii>yectives  toolv  place 
against  the  superflnc  ns  multitudes 
of  commissaries,  andotheraltendants 
on  the  army,  and  of  individuals 
employed  in  the  official  depart- 
ments, ft  was  surmised  that  they 
were  'maintained  as  retainers  to 
those  who  appointed  them ,  whose 
private  interest  and  service  they  were 
thus  foiid  topromoteon  all  occasions. 
It  was  also  'usinuated,  that  in  a  matter 
of  the  hithost  importance  to  the  be- 
nefit of  the  reveiMic,  the  sale  of  pub- 
lic lands,  frTuJs  and  col}u.^ion»  had 
taken  place  to  f  e  deep  detriment  of  ^ 
the  r^ venue,  mjtvtuhbtanding  the 
clamorous  wants  of  every  branch  of 
the  national  expenditure. 

Thecommitteeof  finances, in  par- 
ticular,!' animadvtrttd  with  great 
fretdoni  on  their  administration. 
Thi'ough  the  pcglect  and  indolence 


of  those  who  superintended  them, 
debts  and  arrears,  they  said,  *had 
been  accumulated  to  the  amount  ot 
six  hundred  millions,  a  sum  exceed- 
ing  the  annual  income  by  thirty 
millions.  The  negligence  or  igno- 
rance of  some  of  the  ministers,  had 
been  extreme.  Provisions  had  been 
purchased « by  one  of  them,  for  the 
use  of  the  navy,  at  nearly  thrice 
their  cost  in  the  common  markets, 
and  almost  as  much  bad  been  paid 
tor  naval  stores. 

V^arious  mismanagements  of  the 
heaviest  nature,  in  pecuniary  and 
other  matters,  were,  at  the  same 
time,  laid  to  the  charge  of  the  direc- 
tory. Wheilier  for  the  support  of  the 
army,  or  the  arrangements  prepara- 
tory for  peace,  their  demands  for 
monry  were,  it  was  said,  equally  ex- 
orbitant. Tor  the  latter  of  these 
objects,  they  required  no  less  than 
one  hundred  milliojis.  Nor  was 
their  arrogance  inferior  to  their  pro- 
fusion, 'Hiey  presumptuously  de- 
manded copies  of  the  speeches  re- 
lating to  them,  that  had  been  made 
in  the  councils.  What  was  thfs  but 
invading  the  freedom  of  debate  ? 
1  heir  conduct  ought,  therefore,  it 
was  asserted,  to  be  rigorously  scru-  - 
tinized,  and  no  greatei  authority  al- 
lowed them  than  the  constitution 
had  decreed.  The  more  effectually 
to  restrain  them  within  their  own 
limits,  they  should  be  dt^barred 
henceforth  from  the  management  of 
the  national  finances  :  and  ihos« 
laws  that  had  empowered  them  to 
disj  ose  of  the  public  money,  on  va- 
rious occasions  and  pretences,  ought 
forthwith  to  be  repealed. 

These  strictures  on  the  directory, 
and  the  bold  measures  projxised  in 
consequenceofthem ,  procecdedf  iom 
Gilbert  Desmoulieres,  a  man  deeply 
conversaut  in  pecuniary  €al«uUtioiM, 
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»d  in  the  revenues  and  resources  of 
Francej  aod  of  a  disposition  not  to 
be  intimidated  by  frowns  and  me- 
naces, while  conscious  that  he  stood 
iipon  the  strong  ground  of  ti  Jth  and 
facts.  He  was  rtsolutcly  supf  ortcd 
throiigbout  the  animated  discussions, 
npon  these  divers  subjects,  thnt  took 
up  tke  attention  oi  the  councils, 
from  the  comnnencement  of  June, 
to  the  twentieth.  The  impression 
made  on  the  public^  by  the  severe 
animadTersions  on  the  directory, . 
W3S  highly  to  their  discredit.  But 
they  were  not  dismayed  by  this  ap- 
pearance of  hostility  to  them^  and 
prepared  to  meet  their  enemies  with 
weapons  not  less  offensive  than  those 
that  were  employed  against  tiiem. 

Their  adversaries,  in  the  mean 
vhile,  elated  with  success,  deter- 
nined  to  follow  it  up  with  farther 
cmsures  of  the  directorial  body.  On 
the  twentieth  of  June,  Pastoret,  a 
leading  member  of  the  opposition, 
made  a  violent  attack  on  their  con- 
duct, respecting  the  United  States 
of  North  America.  Tliese  were  re- 
presented as  having  displayed  an 
equivocal  approbation  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  republican  party, 
and  to  have  acted  uniformly  as  the 
staunch  friends  to  the  revolution.  It 
was  therefore  the  highest  degree  of 
imprudence  in  government,  to  afford 
them  cause  of  complaint.  Nothing 
short  of  manifest  and  avowed  en- 
mity, on  the  part  of  the  Americans, 
could  authorise  the  harsh  measures 
adopted  against  them,  and  enforced 
by  the  directory  with  so  much  se- 
verity. This  charge  was  followed 
by-  a  motion  to  inquire  into  the  con- 
duct of  tHe  directory  upon  this  occa- 
sion. The  powers  assumed  by  that 
body  were  explicitly  termed  uncon- 
stitutional, and  transgressfve  of  the 
tttthority  lodged  in  them4>y  the  laws. 
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A  charge  of  a  more  henious  nil* 
ture,  and  involving  them  in  a  much 
more  exttnsivc  contest,  was  the 
privilege  they  had  arrogated,  of  ex- 
3irir«in^  the  epistolary  correspond- 
ence of  private  individuak,  by  breaks 
ing  open  letters.  This  was  de- 
clared a  scandalous  violation  of 
liberty,  and  evidently  repugnant  to 
the  fundamental  principles  of  the 
constitution.  In  this  declaration 
the  council  was  seconded  by  the 
voice  of  the  public,  over  which  the 
assumption  of  such  a  privilege  held 
a  rod  of  perpetual  terror.  It  wJia 
particularly  odious  to  the  French, 
who,  of  all  people,  dehght  in  a  frank 
and  unrestrained  communication  of 
sentiments  upon  all  subjects,  and  are 
prone  to  give  an  unbounded  loose 
to  that  sarcastic  humour  of  wit  and 
gaiety  that  accompanies  their  in- 
vestig^tion  of  both  public  and  pri-* 
vate  affairs. 

The  disposition  to  criticise  the 
proceedings  of  govenimeht,  that 
now  characterized  the  two  coun- 
cils, especially  th^t  of  the  Juniors, 
led  them  to  niquire  into"  the  mili- 
tary transactions  abroad,  with  more 
strictness  than  was  thought  neccs- 
sary^  even  by  many  of  their  friends. 
The  victories,  obtained  by  their 
commanders  and  armies,  were,  to 
the  generaUty  of  Frenchmen,  a  suf- 
ficient motive  fgr  approving  the  fo- 
reign politics  of  the  directory.  Th« 
glory  resulting  from  these  to  the  na- 
tion silenced  all  doubts  of  their  pro- 
priety. 

But  there  were  numbers,  both  in 
the  councils  and  the  public  at  large, 
that  did  not  look  upon  the  success  of 
the  French  arms,  as  any  reason  for 
approving  the  measures  bf  those 
who  directed  them.  Though  war- 
like atchievemcnts  might  rendef  the 
French  formidable,  they  would  also 
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expose  them  to  the  hatred  of  those 
pnnccs  aud  states  at  whose  cost  they 
were  performed.  France,  under 
Lewis  XIV.  had  deservedly  in- 
curred the  odium  of  all  Europe, 
on  this  very  account.  The  victori- 
ous career  of  that  monarch  had 
lasted  uninterruptedly  many  years  : 
yet,  notwithstanding  the  terror  dif- 
fused by  his  jmpcessesy  his  neighbours 
gradually  recovered  from  their  fears, 
and  finally  .brought  him  to  the 
verge  of  ruin.  In  the  same  manner, 
by  persisting  obstinately  in  over- 
running and  subjecting  every  coun- 
try, not*  able  at  present  to  resist 
them,  the  French  would  indispose 
all  their  neighbours.  Convinced 
of  the  necessity  of  making  it  a  com* 
mon  cause,  these  would  silently,  but 
firmly,  frame  an  union  of  strength 
and  interest  against  France,  which 
would  certainly  feel  the  effects  of  it 
soon  or  late,  as  that  ambitioUs  mon- 
arch had  done.  It  was  rash  to  ex- 
pect that  fortune  would  never  desert 
the  standards  of  the  republic.  Pru- 
dence dictated  the  necessity  of  mo- 
deration, if  it  meaned  to  secure  the 
advantages  it  had  gained.  But  sub- 
jugations and  conquests  must  even- 
tually prove  its  ruin,  as  they  would 
require  the  strength  of  the  nation 
to  be  continually  on  the  fullest 
stretch.  This  was  a  situation  it 
'could  not  bear.  Boundless  ex- 
ertions would,  by  degrees,  deprive 
it  of  the  means,  not  only  of  retain- 
ing the  acquisitions  it  had  made, 
but  of -preventing  the  reaction  of 
the  many  enemies  that  would  then 
be  ready  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
diminution  of  its  force.  This  would 
jnfaUibly  result  from  an  adherence 
to  the  present  system  of  revolution- 
izing and  giving  laws  to  all  its 
Btighbours.     France,  in  these  per- 


nicious attempts,  had  been  drained 
of  its  bravest  men,  and  though  the 
triumphs  it  had  obtaijied  in  the  field 
were  signal  and  extraordinary,  yet 
the  power  thereby  acquired  rested 
on  the  most  precarious  grounds,  as 
on  the  least  reverse  of  fortune,  the 
difficulties  they  would  have  to  en- 
counter would  become  greater  than 
before,  and  their  means  to  over- 
come them  necessarily  less.  The 
external  loss  of  men,  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  this  destructive  war,  waged 
in  so  many  countries,  and  with  so 
many  powerful  arid  resolute  ene- 
mies, and  the  torrents  of  blood  shed 
in  the  internal  feuds  and  commo- 
tions that  had  distracted  the  nation, 
had  thinned  its  population  in  a  de- 
gree that  good  policy  forbad  even 
to  mention.  These  various  con- 
siderations demanded  an  immediate 
change  of  conduct  iiv  those  who 
were  at  the  head  of  the  republic. 
Instead  of'continuing  and  extending 
hostilities,  paciiic  measures  ought  to 
be  adopted,  and  the  utmost  solici- 
tude prevail,  to  create  no  additional 
enemies,  by  interfering  -in  the  af- 
fairs of  nations  that  were  desirous 
of  peace,  and  of  settling  any  dif- 
ferences in  a  manner  satisfactory  to 
the  interest  and  dignity  of  the  rc- 
pubHc. 

Such  were  the  opinions  of  a  strong 
and  numerous  party  in  Fiance,  at 
this  time.  In  pursuance  of  a  deter- 
mination, formed  to  put  a*  stop  to 
the  hostile  spirit  that  actuated  the 
executive  government  and  its  ad- 
herents, Dunioulard,  one  of  the 
most  vigorous  supporters  of  the  op- 
position, moved,  on  the  tweat)'- 
tliird  of  June,  that  a  committee 
should  be  appointed,  to  investigate 
the  proceed ings,N  that  had  taken 
place  in  Italy,  respecting  the  t\yo 
republiys 
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mablics  of  Veoice  and  Genoa. 
Ht  censured,  with  great  asperity^, 
the  trvatment  they  had  experienced 
fram  Buonaparte^  as  unjustiiiahle  in 
reason  and  policy,  and  tending  to 
fill  Europe  with  complaints  oi  the 
anbitioa  and  tyranny  of  the  French, 
and  of  the  contempt  in  which  they 
ho]d  all  other  governments  and  na* 
tons. 

The  influence  exerted  by  oppo- 
sition, and  their  evident  iuclination 
to  lenity,  and  moderate  measures, 
encouraged  the  friends  of  those 
roTalists  whose  behaviour  had  been 
peaceable,  and  against  whom  no 
charges  of  ja^^ting  against  the  re- 
public had  been  proved,  to  com^ 
forward  in  tbeir  favour,  and  to  so- 
licit the  restoration  of  their  pro- 
perty. The  legislature  behaved 
with  marked  impartiality  on  this 
occasion.  Some  personagrcs,  of 
gitat  birth  and  rank,  under  the 
monarchy,  were  re-instated  in  their 
p;>ssessioQS ;  among  whom  were  two 
individuals  of  the  £fourbon  family, 
the  prince  of  ContJ,  and  the  duchess 
ofOdeans. 

The  several  decrees,  made  during 
the  barbarous  administration  of 
Roberspierre,  by  which  the  relations 
of  emigrants  were  unjustly  affected, 
underwent  a  complete  revision,  and 
were  new-modelled  in  so  equitable 
a  manner,  that  no  persons,  however 
nearly  related  to  those  who  came 
under  the  sentence  of  emigration, 
were,  on  that  'account,  to  suffer  in 
their  property.  Those  individuals, 
also,  who,  in  the  disorders  and  con- 
fusions attending  hostilities,  had  fled 
from  those  countries  now  occupied 
by  the  French,  and  taken  refuge  in 
foreign  parts,  were  now,  by  an  ex- 
press decree,  invited  to  return  to 
their  homes  and  possessions;  and 
3n  ampk  .;pace  of  tijne  was  allowed 


them,  to  make  their  option,  whether 
to  dechne,  or  take,  the  benefit  of 
this  indulgence. 

Hitherto,  the  proceedings  of  op- 
position had,  by  the  impartial  part 
of  the  public,  been  viewed  in  a  fa- 
vouraiile  light :  but  those  wliich  fol- 
lowed excited  suspicious  among  the 
staunch  republicansi  that  some  de- 
signs were  in  agitation  of  an  iii* 
imical  tendency  to  the  constitution. 
Camille  Jourdan,  a  member  of  the 
council  of  five  hundred,  and  a  man' 
of  resolution  and  abilities,  had,  in 
the  month  of  June,  si  ^nalized  him* 
self  by  a  speech,  full  of  boldness,  and 
no  less  of  sound  reasoning,  in -fa* 
vour  of  an  unrestrained  liberty  of 
conscience,  and  a  suppression  of 
all  persecutions,  on  account  of  re* 
ligious  opinions.  His  sentiments 
and  arguments  had  been  highly  ap* 
plauded,  and  the  discourse  be  had 
made  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 
As  it  contained  a  variety  of  matter 
favourable  to  the  cause  of  the  non- 
juring  clergy,  and  inculcated  lenity 
to  persons  of  a  tender  conscience,  he 
could  not  avoid  the  imputation  of 
inclining  to'  their  opinions.  His 
conduct,  however>  in  espousing  their 
defence  did  not  subject  him  to  cen- 
sure at  that  time  :  but,  in  the  course 
of  the  discussions  on  the  case  of 
those  ecclesiastics  that  had  either 
expatriated  themselves,  or  been  ba- 
nished, it  evidently  appeared^  that 
a  powerful  party  had  been  formed, 
to  procure  their  rccal  from  exile, 
and  to  take  off  the  restrictions  that 
had  been  laid  upon  them.  This 
alarmed  the  republican  party,  which 
immediately  resolved  to  keep  a  more  ' 
watchful  eye  than  ever  upon  the 
opposition,  as  concealing,  under  the 
pretence  of  moderation,  projects 
inconsistent  with  the  security  of  the 
conamonwealth.     They   were   con* 
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irmcd  in  this  persuasion,  by  the 
ijegative  put  on  a  motion,  made  on 
the  fifteenth  of  July,  to  exact  a  de- 
claration of  fidelity,  to  the  con- 
stitution, from  the  clergy,  as  a  con- 
dition whereon  they  should  be  per- 
mitted to  exercise  their  functions. 
The  refusal  to  comply  with  a  re- 
quiaition  that  appeared  rcasouablei 


to  the  moderate  of  both  parties, 
excited  a  violent  dispute  in  ihs 
council.  It  was  not  till  the  next 
day,  that  those  who  supported  the 
motion  were  able  to.  carry  it,  by 
an  immediate  call  of  aU  the  mem- 
bers on  their  side  that  could  be 
procured. 
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CHAP.    V. 

Makal  Parties  In  France.  ^Decree  agdtist  duhs.—BuQnaparte  dedarew 
Ji  Attachment  and  Resolution  to  abide  by  the  RepnlUcan  Party. -^Ad* 
dresses  to  the  Directory  from  the  Armtes.-^The  Directory  split  into  two 
ParHes.^The  one  violently  Mepublican,  the  other  inclined  to  moderate 
^Jfd  conciliatory  Measures.— Feuds  between  the  Directory  and  the  Coun- 
cils.'^A  large  BoJy -of  Troops,  in  Fiolation  of  the  Constitution^  called 
'«  Paris, — Remarkable  Address  to  the  Directory,  by  t lie  Army  of  t lie 
Sombre  and  Meuse. — Effect  of  this  on  the  Councils. — Causes  assigned, 
hf  the  Directory,  for  Fermentations  tliat  had  taken  place  in  the  Army, — 
Concert  between  the  Directory  and  tlie  Army  — The  Councils  alarmed. 
—Resolutions  of  the  Councils  for  the  Purpose  of  restraining  within 
due  Bounds  the  Authority  of  t lie  Directory. 


THE  conduct  of  opposition  be- 
gan now  to  meet  with  general 
<iisapproi»tion.  Their  designs  were 
viewed  as  intirclj  hostile  to  the  re- 
public 5  and  the  directory,  whicb 
had  lojt  ground  in  the  esteem  and 
attachment  of  the  public,  regained 
it  so  effectually,  that,  notwithstand- 
ing the  boldness  and  strength  cf 
numbers  they  had  to  encounter, 
they  clearly  perceived,  that  a  ma- 
jority of  the  people  was  ready  to 
befriend  them,  should  matters  be 
earned  to  extreniit)'. 

The  royalists  had,  in  the  mean 
time,  indulged  in  the  most  sanguine 
hope,  that  they  were  on  thecv<:  of  a 
counter-revolution.  Relying  ujiou 
■he  protection  of  their  numerous 
partisans,  in  the  legislative  body, 
tlifv  assumed  a  freedom  of  ^Fpeech 
and  behaviour  extremely  offensive 
to  the  republicans,  whom  they 
scniplcd  not  to  revile  and  abuse  in 
a  very  daring  and  outrageous  man- 
ner.   Alani^  at  this  sudden  au- 


dacity, the  friends  to  the  common- 
wealth judged  it  necessary  to  unite, 
as  heretofore,  in  clubs  and  associa- 
tions. Their  antagonists  did  the 
same,  and  their  mutual  rancour 
broke  out  in  frequent  quarrels. 
But  the  enemies  to  the  opposition 
so  powerfully  outnumbered  their 
friends,  thatthese  found  it  necessary 
to  have  recourse  to  a  decree  of  the 
councils,  to  prcvtnt  theencreaseof 
the  republican  clubs,  by  formally 
prohibiting  all  meetings  for  political 
discussions,  pnder  heavy  penalties. 

The  passing  of  this  decree,  which 
was  effected  on  the  twentjj-fourth 
of  July,  proved  the  influence  still 
retained  by  the  opposition  $  but  it 
also  evinced  and  augmented  their 
unpopularity,  as  it  shewed  hofw 
little  disposed  they  were  to  place 
any  dependancc  on  the  people  at 
large  :  but  they  had  enemies  still 
more  dangerous.  The  military, 
were  decidedly  in  the  interestof  the 
coiiunon  wealth,  and  openly  resolved 
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to  support  it.  The  directory  were 
deeply  counected""with  the  general 
officers;  of  whom  tbe^  were  con- 
stitutioDally  invested  with  the  ap- 
pointment. Through  these  it  was 
secure  of  the  army,  and  felt  no  dis- 
quietude ^c  the  attempts  of  the 
opposition,  sure  of  crujjhing  th^m, 
should  it  become  necessary  to  em* 
ploy  force. 

Buonaparte^  the  favourite  of  the 
republican  part  of  the  French  na- 
,  tion,  had  openly  declared  his  deter- 
mination to  abide  by  the  rf  nubile. 
'On  the  fourteenth  of  July,  tne  an- 
niversary day  of  the  revolution,  he 
thence  took  occasion  to  inform  his 
army,  that  counter-revolutionary 
designs  were  in  agitation,  and  to 
exhoFt  them  to  reiualn  true  to  the 
cause  for  which  they  had  shed  so 
much  of  their  blood.  His  address 
produced  its  intended  effect,  by 
preparing  the  officers  and  soldiers, 
under  his  command,  to  second  him 
in  all  the  measures  he  might  propose 
for  the  service  of  his  party. 

The  securing  of  a  man,  who  was 
the  terror  of  his  enemies,  and  the 
admhatipn  of  all  Europe,  placed  the 
directory  at  once  above  all  appre- 
hensions. They  now  assumed  a 
firmer  tone,  and  resolved  to  exert 
all  the  powers  they  possessed,  in  de- 
stroying, at  one  stroke,  the  hopes 
of  all  their  enemies.  The  first 
step  which  they  took,  on  this  criti- 
cal emergency,  w^as  to  dismiss  the 
present  ministers,  andappoint  others 
in  their  roomy  in  whose  tidelity  iKey 
could  better  confide.  This  was  not 
done  'without  occasioning  violent 
co*Ti plaints  from  opposition.  1  he 
right  of  the  directory  t?o  act  in  this 
manner  could  not  constitutionally  be 
cont  rover  If  d ;  but  Ihcy  were  called 
upon,  by  a  formal  notice,  to  lay  an 


account  of  the  state  of  the  nation 
before  the  two  councils. 

The  conduct  of  the  directory  met 
with  the  fullest  approbation  of  all 
t)ie  armies.  The  various  addresses 
from  each  of  the^e  were  calculated 
to  inspire  government  with  the 
highest  confidence,  and  opposition 
with  the  most  serous  apprehensions. 
The  first,  divisions  that  led  tlie  way 
were  those  of  Joubprt  and  Masseua, 
belonging  to  the  army  of  Italy ;  in 
the  address  of  Joubert,  severe  notice 
was  taken  of  the  strictures,  passed 
in  the  council  of  five  hundred,  on 
the  conduct  of  Buonaparte  ;  and  the 
priesthood,  to  use  the  words  of  tiie 
address,  was  accused  of  heating  the 
beads,  and  sharpening  the  daggers, 
of  tlie  enemies  to  the  republic. 

The  addi  ess  of  Massena*s  division 
was  penned  with  stil)  more  asperity. 
"The  constitution  violated,  emi<> 
grants  returning,  priests,  rebels  to 
the  laws  protected,  republicans  mur- 
dered." Such  was  the  picture  it 
drew  of  France.  It  threatem  d  con* 
spirators  against  the  republic  with 
extermination,  telling  them,  tbat, 
the  swords  which  had  destroyeci  the 
armies  of  kings  were  still  in  the 
hands  of  their  conquerors,  and  that 
the  road  to  Paris  would  not  present 
more  obstacles  than  that  to  Vienna. 

The  divisions,  commanded  by 
generals  Augereau,  Eernardoticr, 
and  Vignolle,  forming  also  part 
of  the  airoy  in  Italy,  followed  the 
examples  of  the  former  j  and  ex- 
pressed no  less  zeal  for  the  directory, 
and  enmity  to  the  royalists, 
^  Tn  addition  to  these  military  ad- 
dresses to  the  directory  the  ministers 
newly  appoiiited  by  them  were  not 
wanting  iu  their  endeavours  to  serve 
the  republican  cause.  Schroerer,  the 
new  miuislcr  uf  war,  a  veteran  of- 
ficer 
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&erof  distingnUhed  merit,  publish* 
ed  a  dedaratioa  to  the  armies,  in- 
^itin^  every  officer  and  soldier  to 
confide  in  him»  as  their  ancient  com- 
panion in  the  perils  and  hardships 
attached  to  their  profession,  and  to 
hy  their  complaints  and  grievancei 
before  him  with  candour  and  free- 
dom,  promising,  on  the  part  of  go- 
TtnuoeBt,  a  faithful  and  e4uitablj 
a.-  .Qtion  to  all  their  just  demands ; 
f ihoitiiig  them  to  continue  true  to 
tiie  pceseot  constitution,  and  re- 
mindipg  them  of  the  solemn  oatli 
they  had  taken  to  maintain  it. 

The  minister  of  police^  Lenvir 
Laroche,  issued  an  address  to  the 
ciizeos  of  Paris,  wherein  he  warned 
them  to  beware  of  the  cai?.mities 
that  must  attend  a  new  revolution, 
and  strenuously  to  act  in  defence  of 
the  established  constitution.  He 
spoke  to  people  who  had  deeply 
fxperieoced  the  miseries  that  had 
amicted  France,  and  that  were  ge- 
ueraily  well  affected  to  the  repuh* 
lican  system. 

Such,  however,  was  the  dread 
entertained  by  the  directory,  and 
their  adherents,  of  the  intrigues  and 
resolution  of  the  royalists,  that,  not* 
withstanding  the  support  they^  de- 
rived from  their  official  situations, 
and  theattaclynent  of  the  generality 
of  people,  they  came  to  a  determina- 
tion to  call  ill  tlie  farther  assistance 
of  the  military.  This  they  did  with 
the  UMirc  readiness,  that  unless  they 
took  preventive  measures  they  were 
coaacioos  that  the  numhers  of  roy« 
aiists^  daily  repairing  to  Paris,  would 
become  so  considerable,  that,  addt<l 
to  those  who  abetted  the  opposition, 
they  would  altogether  form  so  pow- 
erful a  body,  as  not  to  be  overcome 
uithout  much  difficulty.  Intend - 
ii:g«  if  it  were  possible,  to  avoid 
hiwoddicd,    they   were  convinced. 


that  the  most  efivctual  method  of 
preventing  it,  would  be  to  take  op« 
position  by  surprise,  and,  before  th^T' 
had  made  sufficient  preparations,  to 
pppel  torce  with  force ;  not  doubt* 
ing,  that,  by  previously  striking  a 
successfu^  blow,  they  would  com- 
pel opposition  to  submit,  and,  at 
one?,  defeat  all  their  plans. 

In  this  determination,  however^ 
only  three  of  the  directory  concur- 
red. These  were,  Barras,  Reubel, 
and  Lar^veillere.  They  had  always 
professed  republican  principles,  and 
had  been  long  considered  as  the 
hea^s  of  that  party^  their  colleagues 
Carnot  and  Bartlielemi,  the  latter 
especially,  were  reputed  less  firm  in 
their  adherence  tO'  it,  and  more  in- 
clined to  conciliation  with  the  op- 
position. What  the  precise  views 
of  this  party  were,  were  rather  con- 
jectured than  ascertained :  but  the 
general  opinion  was,  that  their  in- 
tentions were  too  friendly  to  the 
royalists,  to  permit  those  who  har- 
boured them  to  enjoy  any  share  of 
authority  in  the  republic ;  and  that 
the  soonerthey  were  expelled  from 
their  seats  in  the  councils,  the  great- 
er would  be  the  security  of  the 
commonwelth. 

This  party  was  headed  by  mea 
of  tried  abilities,  who  perceiving 
the  necessity  of  acting,  with  deter- 
mination and  promptitude  in  the 
present  conjuncture,  resolved  imme- 
diately to  aim  a  blow  at  that  mem- 
ber of  the  directory,  whom  they 
considered  as  the  most  dangerous  of 
their  enemies.  Reubel  and  La- 
reveillere,  though  resolute  and  stea- 
dy republicans,  were  much  less  per- 
sonally formidable  than  Barras^  who 
had  been  bred  a  soldisr,  and  had 
gone  through  many  of  trie  perils 
attending  a  military  life  with  sinsru- 
lar  sncccii  aud  intrepidity.  To  him 
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ip  a  great  measure,  was  due  the 
tiiumph  of  therlate  convention  over 
those  who  opposed  the  re-election 
of  twothirds  of  that  body,  on  the 
establishment  of  the  present  consti- 
tution. To  oust  a  man  of  his  cha- 
racter from'  the  directory,  would 
certainly  havcproved  a  leading  step 
to  the  escecution  of  the  designs  en- 
tertained by  the  opposition :  bnt  the 
only  method,  whereby  toeflfect  such 
an  attempt,  was  to  prove  him  of 
years  insufficient  for  so  hieh  a  pro- 
motion. Every  kind  of  exertion 
was  employed  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  the  reality  of  this  dis- 
qualification :  but  they  all  failed, 
and  he  remained  in  the  possession  of 
his  seat. 

.  These  feuds  between  the  councils 
and  the  directory,  were  viewed  with 
much  disapprobation  by  the  mode- 
rate part  of  both.  That  of  the  an- 
cients, which  had, since  its  instituti- 
on, been  remarkable  for  interposing 
its  weight,  cither*  in  obviating  or 
suppressing  differences,  acted,  on 
this  occasion,  with  its  usual  imparti- 
ality and  discretion.  It  negatived 
the  motions  that  had  been  earned, 
for  abohshing  several  of  the  powers 
hitherto  exercised  by  the  directory, 
and  suspended  its  assent  to  some  de-- 
crees  that  appeared  too  favourable 
to  the  nonjuring  clergy.  But  the 
die  was  ca&t,  and  all  endeavours  at 
reconciliation  were  lost  in  the  inve- 
teracy nowdaily  increasing  between 
the  contending  parties. 

There  were  in  the  opposition  se- 
veral individuals  of  noted  courage. 
The  most  con^ipicuousof  these  were 
Pichegru  and  Willot,  who,  being 
both  military  men,  were,  conforma- 
bly to  the  spirit  of  their  profession, 
earnest  in  promoting  activs  mea- 
stiresv  To  these  two  were  entrusted 
the  charge  of  new-modelling   the 


national  guard.  This  numerous  bo- 
dy of  men  had,  by  the  constitution, 
been  placed  under  the  immediate  ma- 
nagement of  the  directory,  which 
had  the  appointment  of  all  the  ofii- 
cers.  ^he  alteration  proposed  by 
Pichegru  and  Willot  was,  that  in 
each  department  a  select  nun\berof 
reputable  persons,  electa  for  that 
^purpose,  should  make  out  a  list,  to 
which  l;^e  nomination  of  officers  by 
the  directory  should  be  confined. 
This  scheme  was  much  applauded,  ds 
neither  depriving  that  body  of  the 
elective  privilege,  vested  in  it,  nor 
giving  them  too  much  power  in  its 
exercise.  The  proposal,  therefore, 
was  readily  accepted,  and  passed, 
on  a  motion,  in  the  afhrmative. 

The  directory,  on  the  other  hand, 
acting  with  the  expedition  of  men 
conscious  of  being  beforehand  mth 
their  adversaries,  pursued,  with 
equal  secrecy  and  vigour,  the  mea* 
sures  it  had  adopted  against  the  op- 
position. The  arrival  of  a  body  of 
troops,  within  seven  leagues  of  Pa* 
ris,  was  announced  in  that  city,  on 
the  twentieth  of  July,  to  the  g^reat 
Surprize  and  anxicty^of  the  council 
of  five  hundred,  who  could  not 
mistake  the  cause  of  their  approach 
to  the  capital  so  much  nearer  than 
the  laws  permitted.  Ten  year»ini- 
prisonment  was  the  sentence  incur* 
red  by  the  directory,  for  bringing  a 
military  force  wit  bin  such  a  distance 
of  any  place  where  the  legislature 
held  Its  meetings.  Convinced  that 
such  an  infraction  of  the  constitu^ 
tion  could  not  have  taken  place 
without  the  orders,  either  positive 
or  implied,  of  the  directonv  the 
council  instantly  laid  a  formal  com- 
plaint of  it  before  that  body.^  But 
the  answer  was,  that  the  moment 
the  directors  were  apprised  of  it, 
they  ordered  the  troops  to  renov«r 
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toalfgal&tance,  attiibutiog  their 
Approach  to  the  intdvertence  of  the 
commissarj  at  war^  or  some  other 
mistake. 

TTiis  answer  did  not  remove  the 
mpidons  or  fears  of  the  counciL 
It  appointed  a  committee  to  cxa- 
mifle  the  message  of  the  directory. 
This  committee  reported,  that  no 
answer  had  been  given  to  thrprin- 
cjptl  part  of  the  councils  message, 
demanding  who'  had  given  orders 
for  the  marching  of  those  troops. 
On  this  report,  another  message  was 
voted  to  the  ^rectory,  requiring  an 
ttplicir  answer. 

To  tliis  requisition,  the  directory 
replied  by  acknowledging,  that  they 
had  given  the  order  to  march,  but 
not  the  line  of  marching.  It  stated 
the  distance  from  -Paris,  to  the  place 
^ere  the  troops  had  arrived,  to  be 
tiiirteen  leagues^  instead  of  seven,  as 
at  first  asserted. 

This  reply  did  not  appear  satis- 
factory, Pichcgru  repi-eseuted  it  as 
erasive.  Had  the  destination  of 
the  troops  been  for  Brest,  as  pre- 
tended, their  line  of  march  should 
have  been  to  the  north,  and  not  to 
the  south  of  Paris,  The  speech  of 
Willot,  on  this  subject,  unfolded  a 
variety  of  alarming  particulars.  The 
troops  themselves  did  not  scruple, 
he  said,  to  avow  against  whom  they 
^fre  marching.  It  was,  by  their. 
own  confession, against  the  councils, 
whom  they  had  been  taught  to  look 
upon  as  the  enemies  of  thirir  country, 
and  striving  to  dissolve  its  present 
gOFcrnment.  'Delahaie,  another 
member  of  the  opposition,  spoke  no 
less  explicitly,  on  this  occasion. 
He  represented  th^  march  ot  the 
troops,  as  the  effect  of  a  conspirdcy 
against  tht  legislature,  of  which  the 
certainty  couid  not  be  doubted. 
Troops,  be  said,  wetc  within  a  day's 
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march  of  Paris,  and,  i^s  it  had  beea 
surmised,  by  one  in  power,  a  thou- 
sand men  were  to  attack  the  council 
of  ^7e  hundred,  as  many  more  thit 
of  the  ancients,  and  tne  patriots 
would  perform  the  rest. 

These  transactions  took  place  be- 
tween the  twentieth  and  the  last  of 
July.  On  the  founh  of  August, 
information  was  brought  to  the 
councils,  of  the  various  cii*cum- 
stances  attending  the  movenients  of 
the  troops  destined  for  Paris.  Iliey 
consisted  of  about  twenty-sevca 
thousand  men,  drawii  fronf  the  ^irmjr 
of  the  Sambre  and  Meuse>  instead 
of  nine  thousand,  at  had  been  re- 
ported. They  were  to  encamp  ia 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  ca|>ital. 
Every  effort  was  used  to  seduce  the 
officers  and  soldiers,  and  to  en  flame 
them  against  the  legislative  body. 
Numbers  of  them  had  resorted  clan- 
destinely to  Parisj  and  some  hun- 
dreds ot  disorderly  peopk  had  been 
provided  with  arms  and  antm^ni^  . 
tion,  to  join  them.  The  armies,  ia 
violation  of  all  discipline  and  subor- 
dination to  the  laws,  deliberated 
and  corresponded  with  each  other.. 
They  made  decreesj  and  issued  pro- 
clamations, without  any  attempt  to 
restrain  them  by  the  constituted 
authorities. 

On  receiving  this  intelligence, 
the  council  resolved  to'  dcmniid  of 
the  directory  the  documents  it  had 
promised,  relating  to  the  march  of 
the  troops,  requiring  an  answer  itt 
three  days,  and  iiisistir.i>vat  the  same 
lime,  on  knowing  what  measures 
bad  bren  taker,  to  put  a  4top  to  the 
violation  of  that  article  of  uie  con* 
stitulion,  which  prohit>ited  the  ar-* 
mies  from  eatering  intd  dehbei*a* 
tioiis. 

Puring  these  critical  agitations; 
the  heads  of  thf  military  had  either 
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assumed^  or  been  invented  with,  ex- 
traordinkry  powers.  General  Hoche, 
commander-in-chief  of  the  army  of 
the  Satnbre  and  Meuse,  had  issued 
orders  and  precepts  to  the  commis- 
sioaersi  appointed  to  receive  the 
public  levies  of  money  in  those 
districta,  that  shewed  the  high  au- 
thority by  which  he  acted.  The 
pay-master  of  the  army  had  called 
upon  them  for  the  remittance  of  the 
sums  accruing  from  taxes  :  but  the 
general  strictly  forbad  them  to  obey 
his  requisition  ;  that  money  being 
necessary  to  defray  the  charges  of  a 
numerous  body  or  troops,  to  be  de- 
tached from  his  army  on  a  particu- 
lar service.  This  officer,  who  was 
E  rig^d  republican^  Had,  from  the 
beginning  of  the  contest  between 
the  councils  and  the  director)-,  been 
considered  by  these  ae  a  man  pecu- 
liarly deserving  of  their  confidence 
in  a  business,  wherein  the  safety  of 
the  present  government  required 
the  most  spirited  exertions.  He 
had,  in  consequence,  like  the  several 
officers  in  whom  the  circumstances 
of  the  times  had  compelled  the  di- 
rectory to  place  high  trusts,  acted 
•with  great  latitude  of  authority  in 
the  posts  which  he  occupied,  though, 
to  liis  honour,  it  was  hilly  acknow- 
ledged, that  he  behaved  with  ttie 
Strictest  Rdclity  to  his  principles  aild 
einploycrs. 

•  He  had  transfused  those  principles 
so  effectually  into  the  officers  and 
soldiers  under  his  command,  that 
they  seemed  actuated  entii-elv  by  his 
own  mind.  They  presented  an  ad- 
dress to  the  directory,  which,  for 
matter  and  manner,  was  held\  the 
completcst  that  had  been  framed  by 
any  division  of  the  army. 

In  imitation,  they  said,  of  the 
preccdeme  set  before  them^  by  the 


other  divisions  of  the  army,  they 
deemed  themselves  bound,  as  fel- 
low-citizens aiid  soldiers,  to  unite 
their  complaints, with  those  of  every 
Frenchman  that' valued  the  liberty 
of  his  country,  and  revered  the  con- 
stitution  that  protected  it.  Deeply 
interested  in  its  preservation,  against 
the  insidious  measures  of  its  pre- 
tended friends,  they  had  come  to 
a  determination  to  express  their 
readiness  to  march  into  the  heart  of 
the  republic,  if  slimmoned,  by  its 
real  friends,  to  their  assistance. 

They  had  patiently  endured,  they 
said,  a  .variety  of  sufferings  in  the 
service  of  their  country^  in  hope  of 
rendering  it,  by  their  labours  and 
courage,  victorious  and  triumphant 
over  all  its  ^enemies,  and  of  lapng 
a  just  foundation  for  a  claim  to  those 
rewards  that  had  been  held  out  to 
them.  Relying,  therefore,  on  the 
equity  of  the  patriotic  members  of 
both  councils,  they  supplicated  them 
to  take  their  demands  into  consider- 
ation, and  requested  the  directors, 
as  the  first  magistrates  of  the  repub- 
lic, to  urge  the  propriety,  and  the 
necessity  of  doing  justice  to  its  faith- 
ful defenders* 

In  the  mean  time,  it  was  with  the 
de^^cst  grief,  they  beheld  the  ma- 
chinations carried  on  in  the  bosom 
of  the  republic,  by  men  who,  though 
well  known  to  be  its  enemies,  were 
tamrty  suffered  to  assume  the  cha- 
mcter  of  its  friends;  and,  under  that 
perfidious  mask,  to  labour  secretly 
for  its  destiniction.  But  did  they 
imagine,  that  those  brave  French- 
men who  had  taken  up  arms,  in 
the  defence  of  their  liberty,  and 
had,  in  that  noble  cause,  overcome, 
in  the  field,  the  veteran  troops  of 
the  most  powerful  depots,  and  van- 
qyisbed  two-thirds  of  the  miUury  of 
Europe, 
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tafd^y  wonld  perniit  them  to  8uo 
ceed  m  their  treasonabk  pr6ceed- 
logs  ? 

Thej  hady  indeed,  advanced  a 
tonsiderable  way  in  the  accempKsh- 
tnnit  of  their  designs.  They  were 
on  the  paint  of  subTerting  the  com* 
noBweakh,  and  re-estabushing  mo- 
narchy. To  this  intent  the  consti- 
ttttioD  was  reviled,  and  its  assertors 
^fied  throughout  the  interior,  by 
those  flwamis  of  traitors,  whose  un- 
lawful Fetnm  to  their  country  was 
haselj  aad  perfidiously  connived  at« 
ander  the  pretence  of  lenity,  by 
those  &lse  retMresentatives  of  the 
peopfe^whohad,  throagh  fraudulent 
practices,  obtained  seats  in  the  le- 
gidatore,  in  order  the  more  securely 
to  betny  their  constituents. 

Whilepeaceabie  citizens,  at  home, 
vcre  thus  insulted  and   terrified, 
the  armies  abroad  were  consigned 
to  oeglect,  and  the  want  of  aU  ae- 
cesMries ;  it  being  a  pstft  of  the  sys- 
tem pursnedy  by  those  treacherous 
legidators,  to  let  them  imperceptibl)r 
BQoulder  away.       Their   pay  was 
withheld,  they  were  denied  clothing, 
and  they  were  compelled^  by  hun- 
pr,  to  extort  the  meanaof  existence 
W  the  inhabitants  of  the  coun- 
fri«  where    they  were  quartered ; 
l^ovtrer  disgraceful  this  Alight  be 
to  their  character,  as  it  was  certainly 
Uglily  regngnant  to  their  feelings* 
>)or  were  the  hospitals  attended  tou 
Tbdr  sick  and  wounded  brethren 
^'^soffined  to  die  for  want  of  due 
cait.   Was  this  the  remuneration 
fortheir  toib  and  hardships  i  C^uld 
they  phce  any  dependance^  after 
s^tzeatment,  on  the  magnificent 
promises    made    to    the     armies, 
^^^  the  period  of  their  labours 
•^wmld  arrive?  Would  the  thousand 
^"IBons,  to  be  set  apart  for  the  de- 
^t&den  of  the  republic^  be  forth* 


coming  at  the  restoration  6f  0eice» 
as    the   legislature    had    solemnly 
pledged  its3f  they  fchould,  previously 
to  A  other  considerations?     But 
what  inducement  had  they  to  eicpect 
any  such  recompense  from  men  who 
hated  the  republic,  and  employed 
all  their  thoughts  in   devising  the 
means  to  destrov  it  ?  Objects,   far 
different  from  tne  security  of  free- 
dom, took  up  the  attention  of  the 
councils.  Thatloveofliberty>  which 
characterized    the    former   assem- 
blies of  the  republic,  was  totally 
extinguished.  Theconstitution  and 
the  nghts  of  the  people  had  lost 
their  importance,  and  were  now  8uc<^ 
ceeded  bv  discussions  unworthy  the 
notice  ot  men,  whose  time'ought  to 
be  dedicated  to  subjects  of  public 
utility.    Instead  of  attending  to  the 
exigencies  and  pressures  of  the  state^ 
to  the  exhausted  conditioh  of  the 
finances,  to  the  insurrections  suc- 
cessivcfly  breakin?  out,  to  the  ma- 
chinations of  foreign  agents,  endea« 
vouring  every  where  to  mislead  the 
pnbHc  mind,  they  were  busied  in 
matters  of  auperstition.    More  than 
twenty  sittings  of  the  council  of  five 
hundred  had  been  devoted  to  the 
hearing  of  reports  on  emigrants,  on 
priests,  and  on  bells.   Was  such  bi<^ 
gotry  to  beendured  >  Was  it  in  con- 
templation to  re-establish  the  mass^ 
and  other  religious  absurdities,  and 
to  impose  anew  upon  ignorance  and 
credulity  ?  Those  who  inculcated  a 
reverence  for    such    things    were 
known,  at  the  same  time,  to  be  the 
most  irreconcileable  enemies  to  civil 
freedom  ;  yet   they  had  been   re- 
call^, by  an  express  decree,  and  pcp- 
mitted  to  preach  their  pernicious 
doctrines. 

They  bitterly  complained  of  the 

disrespect  with  which  they  had  been 

occasionally  treated,  and  of  the  ab- 
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honvnce  in  whick  tliey  asaerted  that 
they  were  held  by  the  legislative 
body^  aft  sufficiently  app^areld  by 
the  wrath  and  violence  writh  which 
they  reprobated  the  approach  of  a 
boay  of  troops  near  Paris,  as  if  they 
had  been  enemies.    But  they  would ' 

.  prove,  jthemselves  the  fiiends  of 
their  country.  They  had  been  the 
founders  and  protectors  of  its  liber- 
ty,  and  would  maintain  it  against 
its  open  or  concealed ^  foreign  or 
domestic^  foes.  It  was  not  surpri- 
sing) tht?refore,  that  the  pai;ti7.aQS  of 
the  former  despotism,  that  bad  crept 
into  the«  councils,  should  betray  so 
much  ennoity  to.  the  republican,  mi- 
litajr)'. 

Royal  terror,  they  said,  was  now 
substituted  to  that  cruel  terrqnsm 
whi^h  lately  oppressed  the  republic, 
Tke  tribunals  hadacquitted-a^sassina 
and  conspirsitors,  and  .cqudemnedf 
without  mercy^  individual«of  known 
patriotism.,    Brottier,  D.^pan,    Le- 

'  yillebarnois,  •  notoriously  the  agetita 
of  Lewis,  were  instances  of  the  re* 
turning  jiiflucnceof  rQyalism.  Judge- 
ment Lad  been  pronounced  in  favf>ur 
of  these  men^  notwithstanding  their 
manifest  guilt.  Even  the  priest, 
Poule^  who  had  attempted  to  mur- 
der Syeyes,  bad  met  with  au  •acf 
quitlaL  1  be  purchasers  of  national 
estates  were  plundered,  and  ex- 
cluded frpm  official  priffcrmeiits, 
while  recalfed  f  migrants  were  pror 
motcd  tt)  functions  of  trust.  So  ef- 
ft;ctiia1  and  poweiful  was  the  influ- 
ence of  the  royal  party,  that  when 
the  law,  for  suppressmg  political 
meetings,  was  proposed  in  the  coun- 
cil of  live  hundred,  only  one  mem- 
ber attempted  to  oppose  that  evi- 
dent violation  of  public  liberty,  but 
he  could  not  even  obtain  a  hear- 


ing 


While  royali^m  was  making  this 


alarming  {m>gre86  at  hornet  efforts 
were  also  used  to  introduce  it  into 
the  arrhies.  ^  Men,  unknown  to 
them,  bad  replaced  republican  of- 
ficers, and  this  plan  was  gaining 
ground.  In  the  council  of  five 
hundred)  several  members  explicitly 
declared,  in  the  debate  on  the  Gren- 
dermerie,  that  it  was  necessary  to 
place,  at  the  head  of  that  numerous 
body  of  men,  •  all  the  officers  that 
had  served  in  it  before  the  revolu- 
tion, whatever  might  be  their  opi- 
nions. What  was  this  but  restore 
ing  the  aristocrats,  and  the  royalists, 
to  thei^  commands,  and  thus  deli- 
vering the  republic  into  the  hands 
of  its  worst  enemies^  Men  who 
had  been  fighting  .against  their 
countr)',  and  had  incited  all  Curope 
to  confederate  for  the  destruction 
of  its  liberty,  and  the  re -establish- 
ment of  kings  and  nobles.  Could 
the  members  of  the  legislature, 
while  betraying  their  trust  in  so 
glaring  and  scandalous  a  manner^ 
ioQjlgine  that  theii:  protestations  of 
attachment  to  the  interests  of  tlie 
Republic  would  meet  with  any  be- 
liefs .The  armies,  were  too  well 
persuaded  qf  their  perfidious  de- 
signs, to  endure,  any  longer^  the 
continuance  of  so  much  treachery 
ai>d  deception. 

Such  was  'the  general  purport 
^nd  subttance  of  this  celebrated  ad- 
dress. It  made  a  profound  imprcs- 
^on.upon  %h!i  councils.    They  now 

>  had  a.  clear,  ppncepticai  pf  the  peri- 
lous situation  wherein  tlieir conduct 

(  had-  placed  Xhetn,  and  df  the  light 
in  which  it'.w^s  viewed  by  the  most 
formidable  of  its  opposers>  \k  horn 
they  had  either  neglected,  or  found 
it  impracticable  to  win  over  to  their 

.  projects. 

The  suspicion  of  royalism,  under 
which  they  lUy,  procured  credit  to 
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2M  tbe  assertions  contakied  in  th?s 
addfcss.  It  was  received  by  their 
enemies  with  applause,  as  expres-' 
sing  bold  truths,  which  no  other 
descripttoo  of  men  wonid  have 
dared  to  mention.  Though  im- 
*  pTich  belief  might  not  be  paid  to 
tbc  whole  of  its  contents,  by  that 
part  of  the  public  which  did  not 
hastily  give  countenance  to  reports 
of  the  day,  yet  tlie  multitude  was 
w  prepossessed  in  favour  of  the  ad- 
dressers^ that  their  asseverations,  and 
opiaions,  quickly  obtamed  a  de- 
cided popularity. 

In  ihc  mean  time,  the  directory 
fceHng  itself  Superior  to  all  appre- 
hensions, resolve^  to  make  the  oppo- 
sition sensible  how  little'  govcrn- 
raent  was  intimidated  by  the  ob»> 
itacles  thrown  in  its  way,  and 
dcteraiincd  to  prosecute  its  own 
oeasares  in  defiance  of  the  dis- 
approbatioD>  and  implied  menaces, 
of  the  council  of  five  hundred. 
With  this  view  they  began  by  an- 
swering that  message  of  the  council, ' 
vhich  had  peremptorily  required  an 
explanation,  respecting  the  march 
of  those  troops  that  had  arrived  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  capital.  In  this 
answer  a  circmnstantial  detail  was 
given  of  the  whole  transaction,^  by 
which  it  appeared  that  the  com- 
manding •fHcc^r,  who  had  traced 
the  line  of  march,  to  be  observed 
by  those  troops^  had  declared  Aim- 
self  totally  ignorant  of  the  law  that 
prohibited  any  armed  force  coming 
within  twelve  leagues  of  Paris. 
This  answer  also  denied  the  truth 
of  the  information  received  by  the 
coancil,  thai-arms  had  been  put 
into  the  hands  of  five  hundred  ruf- 
fians, atChartres,  for  the  purpose 
of  committing  .  violence  upon  the 
two  councils  of  the  legislature,  hi 
answer  to  the  complaint    of    the 


couiJcfl,  that  the  military  had  en- 
tered into  deliberations,  which  th^ 
were  expressly  forbidden  to  do  by 
the  constitution,  the  directory  in- 
sinuated that  the  sense  and'meancDg 
of  the  expression  to  deliberate,  bad 
not  been  so  accurately  defined,  as 
to  be  cleariy  applicable  to  tBe  ad- 
dresses presented  to  the  executive 
government  by  the  armres.  In  these 
addresses,  as  well  as  in  those  to 
their  brethren  in  arms,  they  had 
done  no  mor^ei  than  express  the 
wishes  Ihey  had  f<^medy  and  the 
sentiments  that  animated  them. 

After  premising  these  particulars, 
the  directory  informed  the  council, 
that  they  thought  it  a  duty  to  go 
back  to  the  causes  that  had  pro- 
duced those  addresses,'and  to  point 
them  out  to  the  council  for  their 
serious  consideration.  The  cause* 
irom  which  they  proceddod  ^werc 
the  general  alarm  and  inquietude 
that  had  for  some  months  pabt  taken 
possession  of  the  public,  and  banish-> 
•ed  that  tranquillity  aiid  oonlidence 
which  had  before  sa  diffusively  pre- 
vailed. Yhey  werecatised  by  the 
defalcation  in  t(ie  revenue,  through 
which  all  parts  of  the  admin istratioQ 
sufHsred  so  deplorably^  and  the  ar- 
mies were  deprived  of-  their  pay 
and  subsistence.  I'hey  wer&  caused 
by  the  persecution  and  assassination 
of  the  purchasers  of  national  pro* 
perty,  of  ih*  public  functionaries, 
of  the  defenders  of  the  country,  of 
all  who  dared  to  shew  themselves 
the  friends  of  the  republic.  They 
were  caused  by  the  want  of  tirra- 
ness  nnd  vigour  in  the  punishment 
of  criminals,  and  the  partiality  vf 
the  public  tribunals.  They  were 
caused  by  the  insolence  of  th^  emi- 
grants and  the  refractory  priests, 
who;  recalled  and  openly  favoured, 
appeared  boldly  every  where,  kept 
[F  i^2  alive 
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«live  the  flampof  discord,  and- in* 
'  spired  a  hatred  to  the  republicaa 
coDstistation.  They  were  caused 
by  the  multitode  of  journals  inun** 
dating  the  nation,  ^nd  full  of 
xnenacet  to  the  supporters  of  li- 
berty. These  journals  vilified  all 
Ihe  republican  institutions,  and  ex- 
plicitly argtied  for  the  restoration  of 
royalty,  and  of  those  oppressive 
laws  and  privileged  orders  that  had 
proved  so  vexatious  and  intolerahje 
to  the  merchant,  the  industrious 
citizen,  the  artist,  and  •  the  labori- 
ous 6f  all  professions,  and  so  humi- 
liating to  reputable  people  that 
wanted  birth  or  titles.  The  addresses 
were  caused  by  the  satisfaction  and 
Interest  always  ill  dissembled,  but 
often  openly  manifested,  which  the 
enemies  of  their  country  took  in 
fhe  prosperity  of  England  and 
Austria,  and  by  their  consunt  en-' 
deavours  tp  depreciate  the  merits  of 
the  republican  officers  and  soldiers, 
and  to  lower  the  glory  and  import- 
ance to  which  France  had  attained, 
and  particularly  to  throw  contempt 
juid  deribioQ  upon  the  high  destiny 
held  out  to  the  nation,  under  a 
commonwealth.  They  were  caused 
by  the. censures  cast  upon  the  most 
honourable  and  advantageous  con- 
sequences resulting  from  the  victor 
Ties  of  the  republican  armies,  and 
by  the  undeniable  determination  of 
their  domestic  foes  to  calumniate 
and  ruin  the  reputation  of  the  re^. 
publican  generals,  especially  those 
who  had,  to  the  triumphs  obtained 
through  their  prowess  and  skillj^ 
added  the  condpet  of  sound  politi- 
cians, and  derived  no  less  honour 
from  their  philosophy  and  humanity, 
(ban  from  their  military  atchieve- 
ments.  Finally,  they  were  caused 
})y  the  indignation  felt  by  all  true 
citizens,  peculiarly  by  thpse  brave 


men  who  bad  shed  th^ir  blood  for 
the  common  cause,  when  they  saw> 
that  after  so  mady  tpils  and  su&r-i 
ings,  the  peace  they  had  so  gloria 
ously  fought  to  pbtain,  and  which 
the  chiefs  of  the  vanquished  coali- 
tion had  been  reduced  so  earnestly 
to  solicit,  was  at  a  distance  from 
the  hopes  they  had  conceived  of  its 
speedy  conclusion.  The  coalesced 
powers,  presuming  on  the  dissolu- 
tion  of  the  republican  government, 
in  consequence  of  the  exli^usted 
state  of  its  ^nances,  the  death  or 
removal  of  its  best  commanders, 
and  the  dispersion  of  its  armies,  had 
recovered  from  their  consternation, 
and  were  now  as  tardy  in  negoci. 
ating,  as  they  had  been  ardent  at 
first. 

Such  were  the  causes  assigned,  by 
the  directory,  for  the  fermentatior 
that  had  taken  place  in  the  armies, 
and  which  had  induced  them  to 
express  their  fears  and  their  resolu- 
tions. The  directors  concluded  by 
intimating  to  the  council,  that  they 
were  confident  of  being  able  to 
preserve  France  from  the  ruin  that 
menaced  it,  and  to  prevent  the 
miseries  of  a  new  revolution;  They 
would  continue  to  act  in  the  man- 
ner they  had  done,  with  persever* 
ance  and  courage,  and  were  pot 
to  be  deterred  through  fear,  qr  pre- 
vailed upon  through  influence,-  to 
swerve  from  Uie  fidelity  they  owed 
to  tlie  republic.  They  would  net, 
therefore,  "by  consenting,  inspire 
a  &lse  security,  either  in  their  fel- 
low citizens  of  the  interior,  or  in 
the  armies.  They  should  consider 
themselves  guilty  of  treason,  were 
they  to  conceal  fro^n  either  the  at-^ 
tempts  that  were  carried  on  to  ef- 
fect a  counter  revolution,  by  over- 
throwing the .  present  govetnoicnt 
through  treasbn  or  by  lorce.  The 
message. 
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iDessage,  cootainiog  these  resolate 
seatlmeots,  was  delivered  to  tbe 
coancil  of  five  hmidred  oo  thenhich 
of  August. 

This  answer  of  the  directoiy 
evidently  contaiiied  matter  svi^ci- 
cDt  to  alarm  the  coancUs.  It  wasj 
in  fact,  a  deonnciatioQ  .of  defiance 
to  tbe  opposition,  and  all  its  adhe- 
rents, and  plainly  shewed  that  the 
diiectoiy  and  the  armies  acted  in 
coocert,  and  that  these  were  deter- 
mined to  be  governed  bythe  execu- 
tive power,  the  principles  of  whicb^ 
were  in  unison  with  thefr  own.  Un- 
imimidated,  however,  by  this  for- 
midable onion,  the  council^  after 
examination  of  the  directorial  mes- 
sage, ordered  it  to  be  printed^  and 
sent  to  the  council  of  ancients,  and 
refened  it,  at  the  same  time^  to  the 
inspectioa  of  a  committee  cf  their 
own  members. 

Those  that  were  appmnted  to 
this  task,  were  the  men  of  the 
gieatesl  abilities  in  the  opposition. 
Thibandeau,  the  principal  of  them, 
was  a  man  of  eqoal  capacity  and 
spirit,  both  which  he  had  already 
diisphiyed  oo  some  very  critical  oc- 
casions. As  the  report  they  were  to 
make  to  the  conncil  would  necessa- 
ply  be  of  a  very  decisive  nature, 
and  bring  matters  to  a  very  serious 
isstie,  between  the  legislative  and 
executive  powers,  they  employed 
the  interval  between  the  ninth  and 
twentyvfirst  of  August;,  to  consider 
of  a  proper  reply  to  the  various 
allegations  nrged  with  so  much  po- 
sitiveness,  in  the  message  from  the 
directory. 

On  this  day,  a  formal  report 
was  made  to  the  cOunci),  in  tbe 
pame  of  the  committee,  by  Thi- 
bandeau.  i^fter  adverting  to  the 
fituatioii  of  tranquillity  and  confi- 
dence they  had  of  late  so  generally 


prevailed,  ''  what  evil  geifitts,  (he 
said,)  has  re«animatodourpas6ions» 
rekindled  our  animosities,  created 
divisions  between  the  ditbtmit 
branches  df  government,  and  pkint- 
ed  terror  in  the  breasts  ot  all  gobd 
citieens  f*  An  unexpected  change 
in|the  mihistry,  and  the  march  of  the 
troops,  had,  he  observed,  fixed  the 
attention  of  the  legislative  bMy,  and 
well  merited  Its  Mlicilude;  in  eiC* 
pressing  its  regret  fer  the  dismissal 
of  ministry,  and  Its  slartns  at  the 
march  of  the  troops,  it  dkl  not  oon*^ 
test  the  right  of  the  directory  to 
change  its  ministers,  nor  to  dispose 
of  the  armed  force'i  but  the  legishih 
tive  body  had  certainly  the  right  «€ 
demanding  information  respeeting 
the  violation  of  the  constitutional 
Ihaits.  On  the  directoiy^  reply- 
ing, that  it  was  to  be  aliribnted  to 
an  error  in  the  marching  orders^ 
the  committee  toHirhldi  this  reply 
was  referred,  did  not  endeavour  tb 
prove  the  transgression,  so  much 
as  to  prevent  its  repetition. 

A  more  importantobject,  he  said, 
was  the  addresses  firom  the  army  of 
Italy.  What  would  become  of  the 
republic,  he  observed,  were  those 
who  had  received  arms  only  for  its 
defence,  to  interfere  in  civil  discus- 
sions ?  Those  addresses  were  mark  ] 
ed  b^  an  ardent  zeal  for  liberty; 
but  they  also  held  forth  absurd 
claims,  extravagant  opinions,  and 
criminal  projects,  suggested  by  fiic- 
tioug  men,  who  had  conceived  the 
design  of  delivering,  to  the  enemy, 
the  conquests  acquired  by  the  va« 
low  of  the  republican  troops,  and 
of  lading  these  back  to  their  coun- 
try, under  the  standard  of  rebel- 
lion. One  of  these  addresses  had 
the  audacity  to  assert,  that  the  sys- 
tcm*of  royallsm  had  been  adopted 
by  the  legtslaturet    How  oame  it 
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that  so  false  and  infamous  an  asser-' 
lioo  bad  not  been  duly  nouced^  and 
tbe  author  brought  to  condign  pu- 
nbbment  ? 

Those  addresses^  he  said,  were 
at  preisent  directed  against  ihe  le- 
gialative  body;  but  others  would 
soon  be  levelled  at  the  directory  it- 
self. yWretched,  be  exclaimed, 
was  that  authority,  which  required 
the  support  of  bayonets.  Military 
violence  always  concluded  by  anni- 
hilating^be  power  it  had  establiahr 
cd/^  These  addresses,  he  noticed, 
had  been  formally  authenticated, 
and  officially  transmitted  to  several 
'  JMlministrations,  and  divisions  of  the 
army,  and  yet  this,  it  had  been  sur- 
nisedy  was  not  a  deliberation. 

The  constitution^  he  observed, 
had  strictly  prohibited  addre^es  in 
tbe  collective  name  of  an  armed 
.body..  The  more  services ' generals 
find  soldiers  rendered  to  their  coun- 
try^ the  Doore  vigilance  ought  to  be 
exerted  in  guarding' against  their  at- 
tempts upon  the  constitution.  In  a 
rising  republic  especially*  troops 
should  not  be  permitted  to  act  as  if 
they  had  conqiiered  for  thcm^lves 
only.  Were  this  to  be  suiiered,  soU 
diers  would  soon  obey.iheir  generals 
alone,  and  never  their  country. 

It  had  been  attempted,  be  said, 
to  persuade  tli^  conquerors  of  Italy, 
that  a  system  of  proscription  had 
been  adopted  against  ihem.  But  who 
could  believe  that  such  an  absur- 
dity was  either  practicable  or  desi» 
rable  ?  Was  there  a  Frenchman  who 
did  not  exult  in  the  heroic  actions 
of  men  who  so  deservedly  com- 
manded the  gratitude  of  their  coun 
try,  and  liad  covered,  ui(h  a  veil  of 
glopy«  tbe  dreadful  events  jlhat  had 
tarnished  the  revolution  ? 

The  spirit  of  faction,  he  asserted, 
bad^  ip  coDsequepce  of  these  ad- 


dresses, introduced  the  language  of 
anarchy  into  the  camps.  It  had  io'- 
sinuaieditself  into  lite  retreats  pro->  . 
vidcd  for  disabled  warriors.  The 
rainds  of  men  were  heated,  and 
dissolution  and  destruction  were  the 
discourse,  of  the  day:  and  yet 
the  government  remained  passive. 
"  A>iiaken,  therefore,  he  cxclaiai- 
ed,  je  legislators,  watch  for  yoor* 
selves  and  the  public.  Directors, 
generals,  and  soldiers,  bow  your- 
selves before'  the  will  of  tlie  peo- 
ple. The  legislative  bady  will  ne« 
ver  balance  with  its  duty.  It  is 
inaccessible  to  fear,  and  will  never 
submit  to  menace." 

Addressing  himself  to  the  coun- 
cil, **  Your  committee  will  not,,  he 
said,  humble  itself  in  replying  to 
the  calumnies  propagated  by  your 
enemiesi  A  legislative  body,  that 
is  not  accusable,  ought  not  to  jus- 
tify itself,  It  mast  be  judged  by 
acts.  We  shall  speak  tbe  truth  to 
the  directory,  and  we  shall  speak  it 
to  the  people.*' 

Complaints  were  made,  he  next 
observed,  of  the  insolence  of  priests 
and  of  emigrants  :  to  this  he  would 
answer,  that  liberty  of  conscience 
and  of  worship,  while  submission 
V  as  paid  to  the  laws,  was  a  principle 
maintained  by  all  philosophers,  and 
particularly  consecrated  by  the  con- 
stitution of  the  French  republic, 
in  opposition  to  the  claims  0/  a  re- 
ligion, that  pretended  to  «n  ex- 
clusive establishment,  and  to  ex- 
tinguish the  rights  of  all  others.. 
As  to  the  emigrants,  did  not  the 
laws  repeating  them  continue? 
Did  not  those  laws  place  in  the 
hands  of  the  directory,  the  most  ac- 
tive, the  most  powerful,  the  most  ar- 
bitrary, means  of  keeping  them  in 
due  subjection  ?  It  had  also  been 
complained,  he  sakij  that  noted 
emigrants 
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emignmts  had  been  suffered  to  te* 
tariL  The  places  &i  their  meeting 
were  even  pointed  ont.  But  whj 
^id  Dot  the  poKcedo  its  duty  :  why 
were  tbote  coimivflnces  and  par^ 
tialitia  to  some  tiidWtduals  tolerate 
«it  the  traffic  in  which  was  polH 
lidy  reported  ?  It  belonged  to  the 
couDcil  to  leqaire  front  the  directory 
aoaocoantof  those  abuses. 

He  then  adverted  to  the  sssassi- 
nadonsand  partial  jadgmen is  of  the 
tribunals^  complatiicd  of  by  the  di- 
rcctoiy.  Trae  it  was,  he  acknow- 
ledged, dnt  blood  had  flowed  in  se- 
TCral  departments.  But  there  were 
isvs  against  assassinatl^m,  and  i  (was 
tbe  business  of  the  directory  to  en- 
forcevdiem.  If  partiality  had  been 
CMrcised  in  the  tribunals,  the  laws 
verealso  competent  toils  punisb- 
aent»  and  the  directory  ouglit  to 
^OQfODce  the  guilty.  Complaints, 
|liereibre,  were  nugatory,  as  ii  was 
ia  the  power  of  the  government  to 
niQovtt  them.  Nor  was  the  pio- 
tection  olaimed,  for  the  purchasers 
of  oatiooal  property,  less  secured  to 
them,  by  tbeoematitntion,  than  to  all 
other  proprietorf :  and  it  was  the 
doty  of  the  executive,  to  watch 
OTcr  the  safety  of  every  part  of  the 
GomiDiniity.  ' 

The  council,  he  said,  had  been 
informed  of  joumaU  breathing  mnr- 
<Jer,  and  the  return  of  royalty.  He 
Would  not  deny  that  numbers  of 
them  were  full  of  faction  and  se- 
dition. Bpt  ihe  legislature  was  evi- 
dently solicitous  for  the  suppression 
of  tboie  licentious  proceedi ngs ,  and 
a  law  was  in  preparation  for  that 
purpo«e. 

Nor  would  he  deny  the  defici- 
oences  in  the  public  revenue,  and 
|Mt  want  of  order  and  econonoy 
*^  thrown  the  finances  into  dis- 
order.   But  had  the^axttty  any  rea- 


son to  reproach  the  legislative  body) 
Had  not  their  pavment  and  sup- 
port been  attended  to  in  pre- 
ference to  every  other  expence  ? 
Had  then,  hesaidy  the  forced  loans* 
the  assi;  uats  and  mandats,  the  na- 
tional estates  at  home,  the  contritm- 
tions  abroad,  been  found  instiificient? 
Rather  let  it  be  acknowledged, 
wefe  his  words,  "  that  the  public 
resonrof  8  have  been  exhausted,  bjF 
being  distributed  through  too  manj- 
^handsy  and  imprudently  confided ' 
to  unskilful  or  suspicious  managr- 
roent/'         ^ 

Peace  alone,  he  asserted,  could 
extricate  France  frona  its  embarrass* 
meius.  How  criminal,  therefore, 
must  those  be,  who  strove  to  pidce 
it  at  a  distance.  But  the  iegisla- 
tufe-had  evinced  eveiy  disposition 
to  accelerate  it.  Future  historians 
would  examine  whether  trans- 
actions in  Italy  had  not  contributed 
to  retard  it.  But  eould  France,  in 
justice,  blame  its  generals,  for  giv- 
ing liberty  to  millions  of  men  ?  and 
when  these  had  tieen  put  in  pos- 
session of  their  liberty,  ought  France 
to  refuse  them  its  triendship  and  al- 
liance } 

Still,  however,  he  contended, 
the  legislature  should  not  be  silent 
upon  these  transactions.  The  di- 
rectory had  certainly  exceeded 
its  constitutional  powers,  ii  war 
was  to  be  waged  against  the  Italian 
states,  who,  without  the  assent  of 
the  legislative  power,  had  the  right 
of  declaring  it  ?  Who,  without  its 
approbation,  could  frame  treaties  of 
commerce,  of  subsidies,  or  of  alli- 
ance with  those  states  ?  The  govem- 
menfs,  established  in, Italy,  must  re- 
main unstable,  and  the  liberty  of  the 
•  pe6ple  would  have  no  fhted  sup- 
portj  without  the  formal  concur- 
rence of  the  legislature. 

It 
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It  had  beeB''9urmned«  he  obser^ 
rtd,  that  the!  directory  would  be  ao- 
"^  €Q6ed,  and  the  legislative  body  at- 
tacked. WheDjUst  reasons  existed 
for  accQsatioiiSy  that  body  had  a 
right  t9  prefer  theoij  and  would  dp 
it  wilhont  hesitation  or  fear.  But 
who  would  dare  to  make  an  attack 
on  the  legisUtive  body  ?  the  recol- 
lection of  what  had  befallen  th6se 
-who  had  ventured  to  do  it  was  a 
tofficient  warning  to  others. 

He  then  exhorted  all  persons  in 
place  and  authority,  cordially  to 
nmve  for  the  preservation  of  the 
state.  He  admonished  the  direct* 
ors  and  the  members  of  the  legisla- 
ture, to  be  upon  their  guard  against 
the  exaggerations  of  a  party  that 
sought  to  heighten  their  animosities, 
and  to  involve  them  in  feuds  that 
would  inevitably  hurry  them  to  a 
common  destruction. 

Thibaudeau  fbally  observed,  that 
the  committee  appointed  to  ex- 
amine the  directorial  message  had 
purposely  avoided  to  insist  on  the 
bitterness  of  iU  style,  ahd  its  ex- 
aggerated representations  of  facts,  as 
legislators  ought  not  to  be  guided 
l^y  resentment  and  passion.  He  con- 
cluded, by  expressing  his  hope,'  that 
the  common  enemies  of  the  repub- 
,lic  would  not  be  able  to  disunite  its 
friends,  and  would  in  vain  meditate 
its  ruin.  It  was,  be  said,  deeply 
rooted  v  it  had  ripened  in  the  midst 
of  storms,  and  would  last  to  future 
generations.  The  new  dangers 
tliat  threatened  it,  'would  serve  once 
more  to  display  its  strength,  and  the 
indissoluble  te&tuie  of  its  constitu- 
tion. 

He  closed  this  elaborate  report, 
by  presenting  the  plan  of  two  resolu- 
tions :  the  first  declared  that  all  coq- 
apiraciesor  crimes^  aga'instihe  con- 
ft\tution^  the  legisblive  body^  and 


the  ilin;ctory,  came  under  the  juris* 
dictioa  of  the  crinrinal  tiibunat  of 
the  place  where  the  legislature  sat  z 
that  all  persons  acouaed,  should  be 
denounced  at  the  office  of  the  public 
accuser:  but  that  they  should  have 
the  power  of  appealing  from  that 
tribunal,  and  in  this  case,  they 
sfaouki  be  carried  before  a  oourt» 
pointed  out  by  the  tribnnalof  cassa« 
tion.  The  second  resolution  de- 
clared every  assembly  of  soldiers,  fjr 
the  pnr[)ose  of  deliberating,  in  other 
circumstances  thanlhose  determioed 
by  the  law,  a  crime.  That  any 
communication,  .Under  the  title  of 
address^  from  one  armed  body  to 
another,  or  io  the  civil  authorities* 
should  be  punished  as  a  aeditious 
act 

By  the  first  of  these  resolntioDSai 
the  councils  intended  to  guard  a<^ 
gainst  any  undue  assumptiiHi  of  ati* 
Ihority  in  the  directory.  The  plan 
proposed,  by  Thibaudeau,  appeared 
so  fair  and  impartial,  by  placing  all 
parties  on  the  same  level,  that  those 
with  whom  he  acted  tnade  no  doubt 
but  the  public  would  give  tl|ein 
credit  for  its  equitableness,  and 
prove  the  nnore  inclined,  on  that 
account,  tocountenance  and  support 
them,  in  case  of  need.  They  justly 
snspected  inimical  designs  on  the 
part  of  the  directory,  and  thought 
It^  therefore,  advisable  to  secure  the 
favourable  opinion  and  good-will  of 
the  people  at  large. 

But  the  second  of  those  resolu- 
tions, however  it  might  be  proper 
in  itself,  was  judged,  by  many  of 
their  well-wishers,  unseasonable  in 
the  present  conjuncture.  It  tended 
evidently  to  displease  the  military » 
already  sufficiently  indisposed.  In 
this  respect,  the  policy  of  the  di<» 
rectors  was  better  calculated  to  in- 
sure the  att^'hnaent  of  the  anny. 
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viiicli,  in  the  present  contest^  would 
certainly  prove  the  most  povmerful 
of  all  adherents,  and  mu»t  fiqally 
dtcide  the  dispute  in  favoar  of'tboi^ 
whom  it  befriended. 

Nor  was  it  the  military  alone  to 
whom  d^e  directory  looked  for  aid* 
Tbofe  formidable  bodies  of  men, 
that  had  acted  so  efiecti^aland  deoi<r 
sive  a  part  thronghoot  the  varioas 
scenes  of  the  rerolationy  still  sab* 
nsted,  and  retained  all^thoie  princi- 
ples that  had  been  lo  industrionsly 
instilled  intd  them,  by  the  agents  Of 
the  republican  party,  of  whieh  they 
still  continoed  to  form  the  principu 
Itreogth  in  the  metropolis.    Tbeae 


were  the  inhabitants  of  the  suburiis 
of  Faiis,  consisting  chiefly  of  the  la«f 
borions  tradespeople,  and  hard* 
working dassesof  all  denominations. 
As  they  were  determined  foes  to 
monarchy,  it  was  with  indignation 
they  heard  that  the  legislative  body 
was  suspected  of  inclining  to  its  le- 
establtshnient ;  and  they  resolved 
to  oppose  it  with  all  their  cnighc 
Th^  presented  an  address  to  th^ 
directory,  assuring  them,^that  they 
were  ready  to  staml  by  the  frienda 
of  the  repobltc,  as  they  had  islw^s 
done,  whcne? ar  it  appeared  in  dao« 
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Arresiaiion  ofnaiknal  Represcnlatives. — Message  from  the  Directory  to^tJie 
^  two  Councils^  on  this  Subject, — An  Address  on  tlie  same^  to  the  People  of 
FroBce.^^Forty  liesolulions,  adapted  to  tlie  present  Juncture^  proposed  by  a 
Cemmktee  qfpulr/if  Safetif. — Adopted  by  the  Council^  and  passed  into 
Laws. -transactions  (f  the  primary  Communes  and  electoral  Assemblies, 
in,  fifty  Bepartments^  declared  illegaL — Upwards  of  sixty  Persons,  Mem- 
.  lers  ^the  Directory  and  Councils,  and  others,  sentenced  to  Transportation. 
-^Address  from  the  Council  of  Fine  Hundred  to  the  D^artments  and  the 
Armies. — Imputing  the  mfist  iniquitous  and  atrocious  Designs  to  the 
Soyalists.-^Proclamation  by  the  French  Government,  announcing  a  se^ 
amd  Ej^edition  against  Ireland. — Singular  Fxpedition  of  a  Body  of 
French  Troops  into  JViales. — These  surrendered  themselves,  without  Re- 
finance, Prisoners  of  IFdr  to  a  Force,  raised  and  headed,  on  the  Emer" 
gency,  by  Lord  Cawdor, — Tlie  Spanish  Island  of  Trinidad  taken  by  the 
English. 


FROM  tKe  day  whereon  Tlii- 
baudeau  made  his  report  to  the 
cocmcilsy  it  ^vas 'obvious  to  the  pub- 
Kc,  that  strong  measures  were  in 
agitation  on  both  siJes.  The  legis- 
lature was  convinced,  that  the  di- 
rectory and  its  adherents  intended 
some  decd^  of  violence.  Buona- 
parte, whose  decisive  character  was 
well  known, -and  who  was  closely 
comiected  with  the  directory,  had 
provided  them  with  a  man  to  exe- 
cute their  design s>  in  whom  both 
he  and  they  could  place  confidence, 
on  account  of  his  principles  and 
abilities.  This  was  general  Auge- 
veau,  whom  he  dispatched  to  Fans, 
on  plausible  pretexts,  but  to  the  real 
intent  of  his  being  at  haild  for  their 
purposes. 

Relying  on  the  force  they  had 
taken  previous  care  to  hold  in  readi- 
ness, and  on  the ,  popularity  which 
Aog^eau  was  known  to  possess 


among  the  soldiery,  as  well  as  the 
people  of  Paris,  dreading,  at  the 
same  time,  to  be  anticipated  by  the 
opposition,  the  directors  came  to  n 
determination  to  execute,  without 
delay,  the  plan  they  had  adopted. 
On  the  cighteentK  of  Fructidor, 
September  the  fourth,  at  three 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  an  order 
was  signed  by  Barras,  Keubel,  and 
Lareveillere,  empowerinff  general 
Augereau  to  arrest  a  specified  nuni* 
her  of  the  national  representatives. 
In  the  mean  time,  the  alarm  bells 
were  rung  in  the  different  sections, 
^he  citizens  informed,  that  a  conspw 
racy  was  on  the  point  of  breaking^ 
out,  and  called  upon  to  stand  by  the 
government,  which  was  in  immedi«* 
ate  danger  from  the  royalists.  Au- 
gereau made  use  pf  the  same  lan- 
guage in  addressing  himself  to  the 
military  guard  of  the  councils,  and 
they  imjuediately  placed  themselves 
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under  hift  C0mmand>  in  spit^  of  tbe 

remonstraiices  of  Ramel,  their  prii^ 
cipal  officer^  whom  they  igaomi- 
niottsly  degraded.     This  proved  a 
dedsive  blowr,  a»  the  councils  had 
sot  entertained  any  suspicion  they 
wonld  have    been    thas    deserted* 
Augereau  found  no  difficulty  in  ex- 
fcuting  the  residue  of  his  commis* 
won.    He  entered  the  assembly,  at 
the  head  of  his  men,  and  arrested 
general  Pichegru  and  WiUot,  with 
sixty  other  member^,  as  guilty  of 
treason.  .They  were  icnpnsoned  iu 
the  Temple,  the  doors  of  the  hall 
were  shut,  and  the  two  councils  di« 
reeled  to  meet  in  other   separate 
places.      Camot    and    Barthelen^ 
had  received  timely  notice  pf  what 
was  passing;    the  former  had  the 
good  fortune  to  make  his  escape ; 
but  the  latter,  whatever  his  motive 
was,  remained,  and  shared  the  same 
treatment  as  the  rest  of  his  party.. 
Having  so  far  succeeded  in  their 
plan^  the  directory  immediately  dis* 
patched  a  message  to  the  two  couo* 
cils,  informing  them>  that  they  had 
been  constrained  to  act  in  the  man- 
ner they  had  done,  in  order  to  save 
the  couBtr)',  and  maintain  the  con- 
stitution.    It  transmitted  to  them, 
at  the  saine  time,  all  the  document# 
relating  to  the  present  transaction  : 
assuiifigihem,  that  had  they  delayed 
it  one  day  longer,  the  republic  must 
have  been  overthrown..    The  halls, 
wherein  the   councils  met,    were, 
they  asserted,  the  points  of  re*unioa 
for  the  conspirators..     It  was  from 
thence,  that  these  had,  on  the  pre- 
ceding day,  issued  cards  and  certi- 
ficates, for  the  delivery  of  arms  to 
their  partisans,    and  had,    in   the 
course  of  the.,  night,  carried  on  a 
c^irespondence   wth  their  accom- 
plices :  aud  it  was  in  the  aejghbour- 
ioodof  thcfc,  that  their  adherents 


were  endeavouring  daodetiinely  if 
assemble.  The  conduct  of  the  di* 
rectory,  it  was  asserted,  had  beea 
dictated  by  the  instant  mK:e«sity  of 
being  beforehand  with  the  contpi* 
ra(ors«  In  aifairs  of  state,  extreme 
measures  could  only  be  eitimatei 
hj  circumstances,  and  the  counciU 
would,  from  those  that  were  laid 
before  them,  form  a  proper  judge*" 
mcnt  of  the  motives  that  had  de- 
termined the  directory  to  adopt  such 
measuros.  The  eighteenth  Fruai^ 
dor,  they  said,  would  be  a  celebra- 
ted day  in  the  annals  of  France.  It 
would  enable  the  faithful  represen- 
tatives of  the  nation  to  fiXf  for  evei> 
tl^e  destinies  of  the  republic.  After 
warmly  exhorting  the  councils  t6 
improve  the^  present ,  occasion,  bf 
re-animating  the  spirit  of  patriotism* 
they  concluded  by  informing  them^ 
that  Imbert  Colomes,  one  of  the 
new  third  of  the  council  of  ^ve  hua- 
drcd,  was,  by  authentic  documents* 
to  be  transmitted  to  them,  the  prin^ 
cipal  agent  of  Lewis,  styling  himself 
the  XVIII. 

In  the  mean  time,  a  prochunatioo 
had  been  issued  by  the  directory >  by 
which,  whoever  diould  propose  tbe  < 
restoration  of  royalty,  the  re*esta- 
blifihmont  of  the  constitution '  cff 
1793,  or  to  place  any  of  the  family 
of  Orleans  upon  the  throne,  was  in- 
stantly to  bd  shot.  Apprehensive 
also  tnat  the  partisans  of  the  oppo^ 
sition,  wl>o  were  numerous  in  the 
capital,  might  atten4)t  to  assemble  in 
force,  they  provisionally  suspended 
from  their  functions  the  administra^ 
tions  of  the  department  of  the  Seine^ 
and  of  the  ti^'dve  circles  into  which 
Paris  had  been  divided,  suspecting 
many  of  them  to  be  conoected- with 
the  opposition.  They  ordered,  at 
the  same  time^  the  editors  and  pri%- 
ters  of  thirty-two  jounuils,  the  titles 
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«F  which  wefe  speexfied,  to  be  com- 
mitted to  prison,  as  accused  of  being 
accomplices  in  a  conspiracy  against 
the  republic,  in  favour  of  roTalty  ; 
and  they  carefully  transmitted  their 
thanks  to  the  guards  of  the  two 
councils,  for  the  fidelity  they  had 
displayed  to  the  interests  of  the  re* 
public,  in  preference  to  all  others. 

But  the  measure  which  princi- 
^lly  occupied  their  a^ttention,  was 
to  convince  the  citizens  of  Paris, 
and  the  pebple  of  France,  that  go- 
Temment  had  been  compelled^  by 
tmavoidable  necessity,  to  use  severe 
meant,  for  the  preservation  of  thrf 
commonwealth,  against  the  machina* 
tfon  of  its  enemies.  In  their  address 
to  the  citizens  of  Paris,  the  directory 
explicity  asserted,  that  the  royalists 
had,  during  the  whole  of  the  pre* 
ceding  year,  beenlabouring  to  ovci^ 
turn  the  republic.      When    they 
thought  themselves  sufficiently  able 
to'  accomplish  its  final  destruction, 
their   first  attacks  were  hitended 
against  the  supreme  depositaries  of 
the  executive  power.     Arms  had 
been  distributed  to  the  conspirators, 
and  a  large  quantity  of  bonds  seized, 
from  wluch  the  delivery  of  a  great 
number  of  firelocks  was  proved. 
Cards,  stamped  with  the  wonls.  Le- 
gislative Body,  and  marked  with  an 
K,f  werfe  circulated,  in  order  to  serve 
jls  reciprocal  tokens  to  the  conspi- 
rators.   Those  members  of  the  di- 
rectory and  of  the  legislature,  who 
adhered  to  the  republic,  were  to 
hzYC  been  massacred*     Numerous 
'  bodies  of  emipjants,  and  of  insur* 
gents  from  la  Vend^,  had  repaired 
to  Paris,  attracted  by  the  counte- 
nance publicly  sheipvn  to  them,  and  * 
were  preparing  to  attack  the  di* 
lectpry.    But  us  vigilance,  and  that 
^  the   armed  force  surroandihg 


them,  had  frustrated  the  designs  of 
their  enemies. 

Hie  citizens  of  Paris,  thedirecto* 
ry  said,  Would  shudder  with  horror, 
when  apprised,    by  the  authentic 
proofs  that,woiifd  be  laid  before 
them,   of  the  plots  entered  into 
against  their  persons,  and  their  dear- 
est rights  and  possessions,    ^hen 
France,  crowned  with  victory,  and 
surrounded    with   immortal  glory, 
was  beginning  to  reap  the  fruits  of 
the  succeftes  obtained  by  its  invin- 
cible  defenders  J  when  agriculture, 
commerce,  public  credit,  confidence 
and  security,  began  to  revive,  that 
was  the  moment  pitched  upon  to 
rekindle  domestic  animosities,  to  re- 
establish superstition,  and  reorganize 
the'power  of  fanaticism,  to  open  ave- 
nues for  the  return  of  emigrants,  to 
give  the  signal  of  civil  war,  and,  by 
thus  infusing  fresh  hopes  into  the 
foreign   enemies  of  the  common- 
wealth, to  retard  that  peace,  which 
it  was  on  the  point  of  securing. 
Such  was  the  description  given  by 
the  directory,  of  the  designs,  in  agi- 
tation against  the  state.   They  call- 
ed, in  consequence,  upon  the  citi- 
zens of  the  metropolis^  to  exert 
themselves  manfully  in  the  defence 
of  those  hberttes  and  valuable  ob- 
jects, for  which  they  had  been  so 
long  contending.  They  admonished 
them  particularly  to  beware  of  be- 
ing hurried,-  by  the  fury  of  resent- 
ment,  into  umustifiable  excesses,  and 
to  confine  their  obedience  to  the 
chiefs    avowedly    appointed    over 
them  by  government. 

In  the  general  address,  issued  to 
the  people  of  France,  the  directory 
entered  more  at  large  into  circum- 
stances and  details,  for  the  verifies- 
tion  of  tHe  conspiracy.  The  docu- 
ments which  they  submitted  to  thct 
lAspectiOB 
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lispecdcni  of  the-jniblic^  and  which  tober,  1795^,  which  they  refresenN 

they  asserted  to  be  of  incpniestible  ed  as  connected  with,  and  origina^^ 

antheoticJty,   would  unfold,  they  ting'from  ro}'alism,  they  formally 

said,  the  whole  process  of  the  trca*  charged  general  Pichegru*wlthbe- 

SODS  in  qaestion.    Afker  reverting  tracing  at  that  very  time,  the  re^ 

to  t^  events  of  Voideaiiake^  Oc-  public,  by  acceding  to  the  propo- 

*0f  (he  inteatioaoCgencn]  Pichestu,4to  restore  the  royal  ftmtl^of  Fnmoe,  there  is  not 
Mw  toy  doubt.  ltlia8beeacIcaily«vo#M,ituleed,bysal>aeqiiaitoocttnences.  As  we 
ImehadHQCHMB  to  take  notice  ia  our  ¥otum&for  1704,  he  vvts  never  at  great  pains  to 
<bpuKliissentimeata,  wishes  and  designs,,in  hyoixi  of  royalty.  He  possessed  a  fine 
lUK^entanding,  as  weH  as  great  knowledge  aiid  skill  in  military  affairs :  but  the  most 
pipmioait  feature  in  his  character  was  a  manly  boldness,  simplicity  ahd  strength  el 
Buni,  which  scomnig  defiles,  advanced,  «s  directly  as  possible,  to  its  object*  The  f61« 
lowing  BBiarks  <m  the  tacckiK,  nianneis^  and  pcarson  of  gencial  Piehq^^  are. extracted 
^uaosbted  from  awork  entitled,  Histoire  Chronologique  des  operations  de  TArm^ 
duNofd,  ct  de  celle  de  Sam*bre  ct  Meuse,  parMe  citoycn  David,  Temoin,  du  plupait 
de  ieafs  Exploits.  The  tactics  of  general  Pichegru  are  of  a  nature  altogether  new  and 
ofigioal.  His  system  consiscrwhoUy  in  pursuing  th^  enemy  without  intermiasion  $  in 
^nkig  opfKirtDnitiet  of  engagements;  in  keeping  his  whole  force <together,  witlKMH 
l^ividii^  it  for  tbe  purposq  of  canyiag  on  siegef  ^  to  reduce  only  sucb^  are  noocssary^ 
in  Older  to  secure  proper  positions,  without  seeming  to  be  at  all  concerned  about  tlie 
leduction  of  such  strong  places  as  he  had  left  behind  him. 

This  system  of  military  tactics  wa?  the  only  one  that  was  snltaMe  to  our  situation  ; 
aadbither,  it  was  the  only  system  that  suited  the  characierof  the  French.  It  is  not  to 
be  doubled  that  our  troops  were  full  of  coufige  «nd  bravery  i  bos  (he  greater  part  of 
them  was  newly  levied,  aud  not  sufficiently  traii;^  in  sieges,  for  the  purpose  of  under- 
tikiog  a  siege  of  any  difficulty.  Farther  still,  the  French  soldier  is  too  ardent  and  im- 
patient to  go  through  with  a  chain  of  operatfons  thkt  leqnUe  ikrseveranc«>.  In  the 
field,  he  darts  forth  as  an  eagle,  aiyi  fights  Uke  a  lion.  But  a  loagai«l.aiduous  mege 
npds,  and  ofttifliei,  evendifcoqia^  him.  In  order  to  haive  a  iniliitggr  body  x>f  men 
pofectaad  iovUicible,  it  wotfld  be  neoesaafy  tocarrji  on  sieges  with  Swiss  troops,  and 
to  have  French  armies  of  observation,  ^ut  while  a  general  has  only  Frenchmen  un- 
do his  command,  he  ought  not  tolet  theth  grow  restive,  by  remaining  lOng  in  one  place; 
^t  to  keep  fhem  always  in  breath,  ilnd  always  witliin  view  of  the  enemy. 

ifFlchegm.  had  obeyed  the  ofdeit  of  the  committee  of  public  safety )  if  he  had  not 
kooim  the  efaafscter  of  the  French  and  atiopted  an  unusual  sys[<;m  of  uctjcs,  \\c  would 
hare  sacrificed  fifty  thousand  men,  at  least,  before  our  towns  of  HainauU.  Perhaps  he 
rolght  have  been  beaten.  Arid  even,  in  case  of  success  and  victory,  he  most  assuredly 
would  not  have  been  abie  to  push  his  conquests  even  to  tho  northern  sea,  and  the 
epofines  of  V^esq>halia.  The  king  of  Prussia  was  the  only  sovereign,  among  the  co» 
ateaoed  powers,  who  let  the  piatts  of  Pichegruat  defiance,  and  the  only  one  that  did 
bim  justice.  About  the  beginning  x)f  the  campaign,  that  monarch  wrote  a  letter  (pub- 
lished in  a  Bclgic  newspaper) ,  to  the  following  ef&ct :  "  It  is  impossible  to  sa\ye  your 
•enitories  from  invasion.  The  French  have  annies  always  springing  up,  one  after 
^xKher.  Be  not  5leceived  ;  their  generals  pursue  a  wise  system  of  tactics,  whicli 
dimceru  outs,  andfets  the  better  of  them." 

Picbegru,  formerly  professor  of  mathematics  at  Bricnne,  is  five  feet  five  inches  in 
l^oght ;  of  a  large  siie,  vrilhout  being  corpulent ;  and,  in  a  word,  formed  in  the  very 
raoald  of  a  vrarrior.  His  appearance  is,  at  fits  t  sight,  severe  and  forbidding;  but  it 
safitens  in  conversation,  and  inspires  the  greatest  degree  of  trust  and  confidence.  Hit 
Politcnett  bat  noaort  of  reaemblaace  to  what  is  called  etiquette,  whioh  is  commonly 
<*^tiig  dse  than  duplicity  and  roguery.  His  politeness  .is  without  atl'ectation,  and 
Pffccdy  sincere.  You  may  see,  at  once,  that  he  is  obliging,  firom  a  frankness  of 
^^position,  and  naturally  good.  But  he  has  nothing  about  him  of  what  was^  hereto- 
^i  coDsidocd  as  essential  co  a  courtier, 

^, 
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falft  made  to  him  hj  the  prince  of- 
Cood6,    and  eogagtog  to  support 
the  royal  cause.    If  the  plans  be 
offered  to  uxidertake  were  not  at*^ 
tempted,    it  was  metdy    because 
Conde  i^ase4  to  join  in  the»  exe-* 
cution.    But  these  plans,  the  di- 
rectory added»  would  never  have 
succeeded.    Pichegru's  army,  like 
thdt  of  Dumourier'Sy  would  have 
refused  to  obey    the  orders  of  a 
traitor.    In  the  mean  while,  conti- 
,  nued  the  directory,  Pichegm  be-* 
came  the  fevourite  of  the  royal  par- 
ty.   On  the   lale    election,  of  a 
new  third,  he  was  chosen  a  mem- 
ber, and  was  the  iirst  who  had  the 
honour  of  behig  president  of  the 
council   of  five  hundred,  oh  the 
opening  of  its  sessions.     Royalism 
bad  already  been  making  a  silent 
progress   in  the    councils,    when, 
through  the  indiscrtet  warmth  of 
one  of  its  adherents,  it  was  detected. 
This  happened  in  the  month  of 
Fructidor,  of  the  fourth  year  (Sep- 
tember 1796).    Lemerer,  a  noted 
orator,  of  that  party,  pointed  out 
the  overthrow  of  the  constitution  of 
1791,  as  an  object  of  deserved  re* 
gret,  and  the  lOth  of  August,  1 792, 
as  a  day  to  be  lamented.    This  man 
had ;sioce been  discovered  to  be  an' 
agent  of  the  royal  faction.    These 
manifestations  of  the  designs  of  his 
party  opened  immediately  the  eyes 
of  thefeithful  republicans,  and  they 
resolutely  opposed  it,  until  the  first 
of  last  Prairial  (twentieth  of  May, 
1797),   when  the  adjournment  of 
ths  legislative  body  took  place,  on 
account  of  the  election  of  a  new 
third.    Then  it  was  that  royalism 
exerted  aU  its  powers.   It  establish- 
ed  agents  and    emissaries   every- 
where.    It    organized    iheir   con- 
nection;;, their  subordination,  and 
Iheir  correspondence.     It  laboured 


^Uitroduce  a  cotuHer^revoIution- 
ary  spirit,    in    every  department, 
thereby  to  influence  the  elections 
in  favour  of  its  adherenls,  and  to 
prepare  a  strength  for  their  support. 
Such  was  the  confidence  of  the 
royalists,  since  last  Fluviose  (Janua- 
ry ^797) >  that  on  the  discovery  of 
the  conspiracy  of  Dun^n,  ViUehar* 
nois,  and  firottier,  its  audacity  itad 
encreascd,  in  proportion  as  their  de* 
signs  became  more  manifest.  Never 
did  any  conspirators,  so  fully  con- 
victed by  their  own  writings  and 
confessions,  find  more  apologists, 
supporters  and  protectors,  who  did 
nqt  hesitate  to  evince  the  lively  in- 
terest which  they    took  in  their 
cause.  ,  By  the  numbers^  that  cod* 
stituted  the  opposition  in  the  coun- 
cils, it  was  clear,  that  in  the  plurality 
of  the  departments,  the  elections  for 
the  new  third  were  the  work  of  this 
party.    The  sentiments  and  con** 
duct  of  these  new  deputies,  fully 
shewed  it  j   and  the  declarations  oi 
Dunan  confirmed  all  that  had  been 
said  of  the  intrfgues   and  machi- 
nations of  the  royalists,  throughout 
every  part  of  the  republic.     The 
directory  next  euumented  the  vari- 
ous complaints  that  had  fitted  the 
addresses  to  them  from  the  armies, 
and  their  own  messages  to  the  coun* 
oils.   They  concluded  by  exhorting 
the  nation  to  confide. in  its  rulers, 
and  rely  upon  their  patriotism  and 
their  abilities,  for  the  accomplish- 
ment, of  those  objects  for  which  it 
had  toiled  so  long,  and  made  am 
many  sacrifices. 

Such  were  neatly  the  expressions, 
as  well  as  the  substance  cf  the  di- 
rectorial addresses  to  the  metropolis 
and  the  departments.  As  the  raa« 
jority  was  decidedly  fhvoinable  to 
the  republican  party,  the  conduct 
of  the  directory  inet  with  general 
applaos^ 
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flpplaa^.  Hie  fact  was,  ihat  the  de- 
pression of  ihe  royalUls  altvars  exci- 
ted unftigaed  satisfaction  in  the  vast 
multitudes,  who,  having  ex  peri- 
rijcoi  that  contemptuous  treatment 
of  the  inferior  classes,  which  had 
characterised  the  monarchical  gc- 
TCroraent,  were  willing  to  prefer  to 
it  any  other  that  did  not  take  iwvaj 
from  them  those  ideas  of  equality 
vbich,  to  some  men,  arc  of  so  e»- 
seotial  an  importance. 

The  transactions  of  the  fourth  of 
Septeinber  were,  hoWfcver,  but  the 
prelude  to  those  that  followed  this 
memorable  day.  Toe  directoiry  had 
odj  b^n  the  great  work  which 
tbeybad  undertaken  in  full  coufi* 
dence  that,  with  the  advantages  this 
Ixginning  had  put  into  their  hands, 
tbfj  should  be  able  thoroughly  to 
complete  their  designs.  Their  prin^ 
cipal  opponents  in  the  council  of  five 
bondred,  the  most  formidable  body 
tlwl  thwarted  them,  were  now  in 
their  power :  but  a  large  number  of 
their  stauncfaest  and  most  resolute 
adberentsstill remained,  and  it  would 
rquire  no  small  degree  of  courage 
ind  exertion  to  deprive  them  of 
their  seats  in  the  legislature.  This 
ocT^rtheiess  was  the  only  method 
by  which  to  compass  their  views, 
which  were  to  put  an  end  to  the 
opposition  that  had  so  much  fet- 
teiBd  all  their  measures,  and  to 
execute  their  many  plans  without 
future  con troul ;  firmly  convinced, 
that  tlicy  were  calculated  for  the 
prevention  of  the  return  of  mo- 
narchy, which  thry  considered  as 
the  greatest  of  all  pdRiical  evils  | 
aad,  probably,  for,  wliot,  they  had 
at  least,  as  much  at  heaft,  that 
of  their  own  power ;  and,  actuated 
by  these  principles,  the  three  re- 
maioing  directors,  certain  of  the 
reliance  they  could  plac©^on  each 

VtL.  XXXIX. 


t>.ther*8  fidelity,  resolved,  that  pre- 
viously to  the  appointment  of  suc« 
cessorK  to  their  late  colleagues,  they 
would  put  the  finishing  hand  to 
the  business  they  had  so  prosper* 
ously  commenced.  To  this  end, 
they  fy2imt  d  a  monitory  message  to 
the  council  of  five  hundred,  which, 
as  most  contaminated  by  anti- 
revolutionary  maxim?  and  mrm- 
bers,  in  the  o^in'on  of  the  public, 
required  a  speedy  and  immediate 
reform. 

In  this  message,  the  directors  no- 
tified to  them,  that  the  eighteenth 
of  Fructidor  was  destined  to  be  a 
day  of  salvation  to  the  republic  and 
to  themselves.  Such  was  the  ex- 
pectation of  the  public,  of  which 
the  tranquillity,  during  thr  events 
of  the  preceding  day,  and  the  satis- 
faction with  which  it  had  beheld 
them,  was  undeniable.  The  eyes 
of  the  nation  were  now  fixed  upon 
its  representatives,  and  it  was  in-' 

-  cumbent  upon  them  to  complete 
the  salutary  measures  so  auspiciously 
entered  upon.  But  ho  time  should 
be  lost,  the  moment  was  decisive, 
the  conspirators  were  on  the  watch, 
the  silence  of  the  council  had  givcu- 
them  courage  and  dudaclty:  they 
were  still  intriguing  and  stri .  ing  to 
itiislead  the  public  mind :  they 
blasted  that  their  plot  extended  to 
the  legislative  body  itself :  they  al- 
ready spoke  of  punishing  the  re- 
publicans for  their  imaginary  tri- 
umph ;  was  this,  therefore,  a  rea- 
son to  hesitate  about  the  propriety 

'  of  delivering  the  country  from  its 
betrayers,  however  highly  stationed  ? 
Principles,  said  the  directors,  will  be 
pleaded,  foims  resorrcd  to,  excuses 
for  dcJay  iuvenicd  Thui  time  will 
be  gained  ibr  them,  and  the  consti- 
tution assosbinated,  imdtfr  pretext  of 
keeping- witlno  iu  limits,  fiut  ought 
[GJ  the 
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the  cotinojl  to  balance  dne  instant 
l)etwccn  the  fate  of  the  republic, 
and  that  of  such  men  ?  The  direc- 
tors having  pointed  out  tlie  means 
of  saving  it,  expected,  ihey  said, 
Ihat  the  council  would  do  its  duty. 
K  ougiit  to  consider  itself  as  placed 
in  au  unprecedented  predicament, 
andthat  ordinary  rules  should  not  be 
applied  tp  extraordinary  cases  5  un- 
less, therefore,  it  intended  to  surn 
render  to  the  enemy,  it  should  no 
longer  procrastinate,  but  embrace 
ihe  opportunity  of  the  remaining 
rsioments  to  deliver  France  from 
tlie  dangers  impending  over  it, 
and  which,  if  not  instantly  remo- 
ved, would  cause  its  unavoidable 
destruction. 

The  meaning  of  this  message  was 
well  understood  by  Iwth  parties  in 
the  assembly :  but  the  resolution 
with  wliioli  the  determined  conduct 
of  the  d];  ectcVs  had  inspired  their  ad- 
herents, seemed  nowtobias  down  all 
opposition.  After  the  mcisage  had 
been  rciid,  BouUay  Dclameanh  pre- 
sented a  report,  in  ilie  name  of  the 
committee  of  pub'ic  safety,  which 
had  been  appointed  on  ihe  prece- 
ding diay,  that  unfolded^  at  once  the 
ijystem  vnttnded  to  be  pursued,  by 
those  who  had  placed  themselves 
at  the  head  of  the  government. 
After  representing  the  prosperous 
situation  of  France,  previously  to 
the  influence  of  the  royal  party, 
and  the  introduction  of  its  adhe- 
rents into  the  councils,  and  the 
evils  occasioned  by  the  attempts  of 
these  to  restore  the  monarchy,  with 
its  concomitances  of  priests  and 
nobles,  doubtless,  he  said,  were 
those  who  now  stand  accused  of  a 
conspiracy  against  the  republic,  to 
be  brought  before  an  ordinary  tri- 
bunal, the  conspiracy  would  be  pro- . 
Dounccd  real,  and  the  conspir4ior9 


J)unishcd  according  to  the  rigour  of 
the  law.  But  let  qs  declare  to  all 
France,  such  were  his  words,  that 
the  triumph  of  the  republic  wHl  not 
occasion  a  single  drop  of  blood  to 
be  shed,  nor  scaffolds  of  terror  to  be 
renewed. 

This  declaration  produced  the 
loud  and  unanimous  applause  of  all 
parties.  It  quieted  the  apprehen- 
sions of  those  who  trembled  for 
themselves,  or  their  friends:  and 
though  severe  measi^res  were  expect- 
ed, yet,  as  they  did  not  extend  to 
deatli,  they  were  not  accompanied 
with  those  ideas  of  cruelty,  that  ren- 
dered the  disputes  between  the  for- 
mer factions  in  France  so  dreadful 
and  barbarous  in  the  sight  of  Europe. 

He  concluded  his  report  by  pro- 
ducing a  series  of  resolutions,  which 
the  committee  liad  prepared  for  the 
consideration  of  the  council,  and 
reconnnended  as  necessary  to  be 
passed  into  laws  at  the  present  junc- 
ture. The  number  of  n them  was 
forty :  tlicy  were  readily  adopted, 
as  being  intirely  consistent  with 
the  views  of  the  party  now  predo- 
minant. 

The  motives,  proposed  to  the 
council  for  its  acquiescence,  were 
that  the  enemies  of  the  republic  bad 
manifestly  followed  the  plan  traced 
out  to  them  in  th6  instructions 
found  upon  Dunan,  Lavill^,  Har- 
nois,  B  rattier,  and  Berthelot,  who 
were  seconded  by  numbers  <^  other 
emissaries  of  the  royal  party,  mat- 
tered through  evexy  part  of  France. 
It  was  specially  recommended  to 
these  agents,  to  direct  the  opera- 
tions of  the  last  assemblies  of  the 
people,  primary,  communal^  and 
electoral,  for  the  choosing  of  a  new 
third,  and  to  make  the  elections  fall 
upon  the  partisans  of  royalty*  With 
the  ejKceptioa  of  a  saiaU  number 
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of  departments,  where  the  cncrgf 
of  tbc  rrpablicans  fnutrated  therr 
attempu,  tbe  electioos  had  been 
carried  in  their  fovoar,  and  had  in* 
trodaoed,  into  official  aitaationsy 
and  eten  into  the  legislative  bodj, 
notoriotu  rofali^ts,  some  of  them 
cTDTgrants,  and  other  chieft  of  rebeitf . 
Thus  the  constitation  being  at- 
tacked, by  those  whom  it  had  par- 
ticolarly  appotifted  for  its  defence, 
and  against  whom  it  had  laken  no 
precautbo,  it  was  become  impos- 
sible to  preserve  it,  withoat  recur- 
Ting  to  extraordinary  measures.  In 
order,  therefore,  to  obviate  the  de- 
signs of  the  cqnsptrators,  to  prevent 
a  civil  war  and  its  fatal  conse- 
quences, to  heal  the  wonnds  in- 
flicted on  the  constitution  since  tlie 
late  election,  and  to  secure  the  li- 
berty and  the  internal  tranquillity 
of  the  nation,  from  such  Imminent 
dangers,  in  future,  stroi^  and  vi- 
gorous resolutions  should  be  taken, 
peculiarly  adapted  to  the  uncom- 
mon occa«ion  that  required  them, 
and  which,  though  not  strictly  ac- 
cordant with  forms,  were  never- 
theless sulBcientlyjustified  by  indis- 
pcnsible  necesssi^. 

On  these  grounds^  the  council 
approTed  of  the  resolutions  laid  be- 
fore It,  by  tbe  committee,  for  its 
acceptance.  By  thesie  xesolntioni, 
the  transactions  of  the  primary, 
coDununalj  and  electoral,  assem- 
Uws,  m  no  fewer  than  fifty  depart- 
RKDts,  were  declared  illegal,  the 
pcsoosdectodbythem  to  public  of« 
^ces,Qrtb^eats  in  the  Ic^shiture, 
^"'^  compelled  to  resign  them,  and 
the  dtreclcny  empowered  to  nomi- 
nate to  Ae  vacancies  thence  occa- 
Biooed  in  oficial  places,  llie  laws 
^^y  enacted  to  (arrour  the  royalists, 
the  cmigraBts,  and  thdr  relations, 
^^  «(BaM|  wad  thoae  eaacted 


against  them  coniSrmed  and  to  re- 
main in  force  till  four  years  after  a 
general  peace.  No  individual  was 
admitted  to  vote  in  the  primary  of 
etectoral  assemblies,  till  he  had  pre^ 
viously  taken  the  oath  of  hatred  to 
royally,  and  of  fidelity  to  the  re- 
public and  the  constitution  of  tlie 
third  year.  Bartbelcml  and  Carnot^ 
members  of  the  executive  directory, 
eleven  members  of  ttie  council  of 
elders,  forty-two  members  of  the 
council  of  five  hundred,  with  ten 
other  persons,  were  sentenced  t« 
transportation  abroad,  to  any  place 
appointed  by  the  di|%ctory$  and 
theh-  property  to  be  sequestered  till 
thetr  arrival  at  the  place  of  exile, 
wheif  the  directory  should  be  author 
Hsed  to  supply  theAi,  out  of  their  ef^ 
fects,  with  the  means  of  subsistence* 
All  individuals  inscribed  upon  the 
list  of  emigrants,  and  who  bad  not 
obtained  .their  erasement,  were 
warned  to  leave  the  tenitoiy  of  the 
Tepublic  in  fifteen  days:  af^ertheex^  , 
piration  of  which,  if  found  upon  it, 
they  were  to  be  tried  before  a  mili- 
tary tribunal,  and  the  sentence  pro- 
nounced upon  them  to  be  executed 
within  twenty-four  hours.  The  late 
law,  recalling  the  banished  pfiests^ 
was  revoked,  and  the  directory  in-^ 
vested  with  the  power  of  ordering 
ttose  priests  to  be  transported,  who 
disturbed  the  public  tranquillity. 
Ecclesiastics,  authorised  toremain  In 
the  territory  of  the  republic,  were 
required  to  take  the  oath  of  hatred 
to  royalty,  and  of  fidelity  to  the  re- 
public. Every  person  officially  bound 
to  enforce  the  execution  of  the  laws 
relating  to  the  emigrants  and  priests, 
and  who  either  prevented  or  impe- 
ded them,  was  to  suffer  two  years 
imprisonment  in  irons.  No  juries 
whatever  were  to  enter  upon  the 
^eaiettise  of  their  functions^  till  they 
[G  2]  had 
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had  take^the  oa(h  ofhatred  to  roy- 
alty, and  fidelity  to  the  republic. 
They  were  not,  in  the  first  twenty- 
four  hours  after  their  meeting,  to 
proDounce  a  verdict,  unless  unani- 
mous. If  after  that  space  of  time 
they  declared  that  they  could  not 
decide  unanimously,  the  d^cisibn  of 
the  majority  was  to  be  valid.  Jour- 
nals and  other  public  -papers  were 
placed,'  for  a  year,  under  the  inspec- 
tion of  the  police,  which  might,  by 
its  own  authority,  prohibit  their 
publication.  The  law  was  repealed 
that  prohibited  societies  wherein 
political  questions  were  discussed  : 
but  every  society,  in  which  princi- 
ples inimical  to  the  constitution  of 
the  third  year  were  professed,  wa«  to 
'be  shut  up,  and  the  members  of  it, 
asserting  such  principles^  to  be  prose- 
cuted. The  laws  recently  enacted, 
relatively  to  the  establishment  and 
organisation  of  the  national  guard, 
were  abrogated,  and  the  power  of 
putting  a  commune  in  a  state  of 
siege,  lately  taken  from  the  direc- 
tory, was  restored  to  it.  The  de- 
crees enacting  the  banistbuient  of 
the  Bourbons,  including  the  widow 
of  Orleans,  and  the  confiscation  of 
their  effects,  were  confirmed,  and 
all  provisions  to  tlie  contrary  res- 
cinded i  the  directory  was  empow- 
ered t(f  fix  the  place  of  their  exile, 
and  to  allow  them,  out  of  their 
estates,  a  sufiliciency  to  maiutaTn 
them. 

Such  were  the  principal  resol  >• 
tioos  adopted  by  the  council  of  five 
hundred,  in  their  sitting  of  the  fifth 
of  September.  They  put  an  effec- 
tual stop  to  all  the  efiforts  that  had 
been  ckindestinely  prepared  by  the 
opposition,  and  frustrated,  at  once, 
,all  the  expectations  of  its  adherents. 
Its  chieft  and  leadersy  who  Were  aH 
men  of  courage  and  capacity,  being 


thus  unexpectedly  seized,  thfe  body* 
qf  which  they  were  the  head,  was 
rendered  instantly  incapable  of  ac- 
tion. Whatever  organization  it 
might  have  previously  received*  the 
boldness  as  well  as  the  suddenness 
of  the  blow,  struck  by  their  more 
active  and  expeditious  enemies, 
seemed  to^  have  wholly  deprived 
them  of  spirit  and  energy ^ 

Among  the  members  of  the  le- 
giiilature>  thus  deprived  of  their 
liberty,  were,  besides  Bafthelemt' 
and  Carnot,  two  persons  of  noted 
talents,  general  Pich^ru,  Boissy 
d*Anglas,  Dumolard^  Gilbert,  Des- 
molieres,  Villaret  Joyouse,  a  naval 
officer  of  great  merit)  Pastoret, 
Vaublanc,  Troncon  Ducaudrai^ 
These  were  all  men  of  toospicnous 
resolution  and  abilities.  Cochon> 
late  minister  of  the  police,  and  ge- 
neral Miranda,  who  had  figured  in 
the  army,  were  also  in  the  list  of 
prisoners.  So  vigilant  and  deter* 
mined  had  been  the  conduct  of  the 
three  directors,  who  assumed  the 
supreme  power  on  this  critical  oc« 
jcasJon,  that  not  one  person  remain* 
ed  at  large,  of  all  their  opponents,  of 
sufficient  consideration  togive  them 
disquietude.  On  the  representa- 
tions of  somei  of  their'  friends  ia 
the  council,  Thibaudeau,  Doulert, 
and  four  other  of  their  colleagiies, 
who  had  been  arrestedi  were  set  at 
liberty.  But  these  were  the  only 
persons  in  whose  lavour  any  soli- 
citations, however  ardetUly  urged, 
could  prevail  upon  the  council  to 
shew  any  farther  lenity. 

Having  thus  provided  for  their 
own .  ftecurity,  and  tliat  of  their 
party,  the  next  step,  of  which  the 
three  directors  saw  the  immediate 
necessity>  was  to  fill  u|>  the  places 
vacant  in  their  own  omce.  To  thift 
intent  they  sent  a  messa^  on  th« 
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lixtli  of  September,  to  the  council 
of  £re  hi^dred,  from  whom  they 
BOW  had  DO  reasoiv  to  apprehend 
a  choice  of  men  ^ot  entirely  devoted 
to  tbeir  views.  Out  of  the  list  of 
Dames,  presented  by  the  council 
of  five  hundred  to  that  of  elders, 
the  two  persons  selected  by  these 
were  Merlin  and  Francois  de  Neuf- 
dujicau,  both  men  of  tried  fidelity 
to  their  party,  and  conspicuously 
attached  to  republican  principles. 

An  oligarchy  now  reigned  in 
Fraooe,  under  the  au^ices  and 
pTotection  of  the  army.  The  ex- 
peiiment  of  establishing  a  common- 
wealth in  France  had  been  madp 
without  success.  National  reprc- 
•entation,  a  reptublic,  and  liberty,  in 
France,  were  found  to  be  mere 
chimeras. 

The  council  of  five  hundred,  from 
vhich  the  republican  party  had  now 
expelled  so  ooany  formidable  adver- 
laries,  thought  it  necessary  to  delay 
DO  longer  a  formal  avowal  to  the 
iiation,  of  the  conformity  of  its  sen- 
timents to  those  of  the  generality. 
On  the  twenty-iirst  of  Fructidor, 
(seventh  of  September)"  it  issued  an 
address  to  the  departments,  and  to 
the  armies,    which   contained,   in 
imitation  of  the  directorial  addresses 
to  the  public,  a  circumbCautial  de- 
tail of  such   particulars  as    were 
judged  the  most  likely  16  make  an 
impression  favourable  to.  the  cause 
of  the  predominant  party.    Those 
^ho  framed  this  address  were  evi- 
dently actuate  by  the  most  violent 
animositytp  their  antagpoists,  whose 
iotemions  they  l^boived  to  repre- 
^t  in  the  mps%  atrocious,  li^ht. 
They  explicitly  charged  them  with 
**  the;  resolution  to  assassinate  every 
P^an  whom  they  suspected  of  repuli- 
licanism;  to  light  up  the  fiames  of 
^ivil  war  J  to  d^troy  interjwl  saJety, 


by  intereepting  all  necessaty  com* 
munications,  and  infesting  the  roads 
in  every  part  of  the  country.  These 
iniquitous  designs  were  to  have  been 
executed  by  means  of  a  society,  ' 
formed  and  organized  under  the 
denomination  of  legitimate  sons. 
The  first  principle  of  this  society 
was  tlie  most  absolute  and  blind 
devotion  of  its  members  to  the  or- 
ders they  were  to  receive  from 
chiefs  they  were  notto  know.  They 
began  by  seduction,  bribery,  and 
jdelusion.  These  were  the  instru- 
ments employed  to  pervert  those  in 
whom  thty  vested  the  rights  and 
duties  of  the  election  of  national 
represeiitatives.  Thus  it  was  that 
members  were  chosen  whose  only 
recommendation  was  their  hatred 
of  the  republic,  and  iheir  deternu- 
nation  to  iise  all  endeavours  to  sab- 
'vert  it.  From  the  machinations 
of  men  of  this  description,  and  from, 
the  wicked  intrigues  of  the  emista-- 
ries  of  royalism  in  all  the  depart- 
n>ents,  proceeded  the  difficulties  axvi 
aubarrassments  so  grievously  expe- 
rienced by  government.  From  thc> 
brightest  hopes  the  public  was  sink« 
ing  to  despondency.  National  cre- 
dit had  taken  consistency;  the  cre- 
ditor was  about  to  be  paid ;  salaries 
were  discharged^  in  currency  -,  but, 
suddenly,  penury  and  misery  burst 
forth.  The  inscriptions^  which  were 
at  forty,  fell  to  ten )  the  armies  were 
left  without  pay  and  without  cloth- 
ing. Alannedat  these  appearances^ 
the  friends  to  the  republicassembled 
to  confer  together,  but  through  the 
royal  party  in  the  l^slature,  the 
right  of  meetmg  was  interdicted  s 
they  reclaimed  their  rights  but  were 
accused  of  sedition :.  they  complained 
'^  of  assassinaiions,  but  were  told  that, 
revenge  was  lawful.  A  counter* 
revolution  was  preparing,  but,  for« 
[G  3]  tuna^;]jf 
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tunately,  the  conspirator?  hetniycd 
themselves:  They  could  not  con- 
ceal the  pnde  they  took  in  the  name 
of  royalists,  uor  the  contempt  in 
•which  they  held  the  repuWicans. 
They  were  hastening  to  the  cxe- 
cution  of  thftir  projects  with  undis- 
tcmbled  alacrity,  and  confidence  of 
success,  and  were  actually  at  the 
very  eve  of  entering  upon  it,  vhen 
the  vigilance  and  penetration  of 
government  discovered  their  inten- 
tions. 

*'Iii  the  mean  time,  the  armies  of 
tl:e  ycpi:blic,  so  ungenerously  neg- 
lcct61,  and  ill-treated,  resolved  to 
doJhemselve.s  and  the  nation,  that 
justice  for  which  (hey  had  in  vain 
pr'  Itioncd.  Thty  had  come  forward 
with  «>.  determination  that  struck 
the  conspirators  with  awe,  and  re- 
animated the  friends  of  the  re- 
public. They  boldly  exposed  the 
perfidy  of  its  internal  foes,  and  in- 
sisted on  their  punishment.  Roused 
by  the  spirit  and  fidelity  of  the 
armies,  the  executive  power  as- 
fumed  fresh  vigour.  It  felt  the 
necessity  of  dmpjoying  every  pos- 
sible exertion,  and  of  embracing, 
without  hesitation,  all  the  means 
that  offered,  to  save  the  constitu- 
tion from  the  imminent  ruin  that 
tlireatened  it,  and  which  was  hourly 
approaching.  Tlie  task  was  truly 
difficult  and  hazardous.  Protected 
by  forms  that  militated  in  favour  of 
their  projects,  a  faction  of  perfidi- 
ous legislators  was  labouring  to  un- 
dermine that  constitution,  under 
pretence  of  guarding  it  from  ia no- 
vations, and  of  restricting  every 
part  of  government  within  its  own 
jimits ;  but  these  were  evidently 
become  too  narrow  for  the  zeal 
aixl  nciivity  now  wanted  fi^m  every 
qii.urcr  whence  it  could  be  pro- 
i:wrcd,    Tlie  s^at^j  called  for  th^ 


immediate  help  of  all  that  were 
able  to  oo-opetate  in  its  salvation. 

"  On  these  just  and  laudable prin« 
ciples  v»ere  founded  the  fortunate 
measures  that  presented  the  repub-* 
lie :  nor  were  they  adopted  till  it 
was  on  the  point  of  perishing  i  so 
scrupulously  a  versewere  its  wannest 
friends  to  deviate  from  established 
rules,  till  they  found  themselves  un-; 
der  the  compulsion  of  inevitable 
and  dire  necessity  to  break  through 
them,  for  the  undeniable  and  mani- 
fest good  and  service  of  the  state, 
which  could  not  have  been  saved 
by  any  other  means.  Escaped  from 
perdition,  through  the  protection  of 
Providence,  and  the  resolution  of 
those  who  w^re  its  instruments,  on 
this  critical  emergency,  the  re- 
public was  now  at  liberty  to  act 
without  the  impulse  of  terror,  and 
to  display  sentiments  of  humanity 
thdt  wonld  dfgnifir  its  character, 
and  render  it  respeqtable  to  its  most 
virulent  enemies.  Instead  of  exer- 
cising that  vengeance  it  might  law- 
fully have,  done,  upon  men,  who, 
hpd  they  succeeded  in  their  designs, 
would  have  shewn  their  antagonists 
no  mercy,  it  generously  abstained 
from  the  infliction  of  all  personal 
punishment.  Not  a  drop  of  blood 
was  shed  :  no  act  of  violence  com- 
mitted. Banishment  alone  was  the 
sentence  pronounced  upon  the  guiU 
ty,'  They  were  left  to  their  own 
remorse,  and  to  the  shame  inairred 
by  their  criminal  deeds.  The  go- 
vernment, which  they  sought  so 
ardently'  to  destroy,  was  content 
with  removing  them  to  a  distance, 
where  they  would  be  unable  to 
prosecute  their  pernicious  schemes. 
Such  lenity,  when  contrasted  with 
so  much  provocation,  must  eftec- 
tually  silence  thecalumnies  of  those 
wtio  had  basely  represented  tho 
Frencl^ 
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French  a«  a  blood-thirstj  and  merci- 
less people.  Here  was  an  instance 
of  the  contrary,  seldom,  if  ever, 
prtcedented  in  the  civil  feuds  of  na- 
tioni." 

The  sequel  of  the  address  expa- 
tiated on  the  miseries  that  had  been 
so  aospicioasly  avoided,  and  the' 
prosperity  that  would  arise  from  the 
ooocord  and  benevolence  io  each 
other  of  families  and  individuals, 
while  they  remamed  firmly  united  in 
their  attachment  to  the  constitpiion, 
and  tiieir  op{x>sition  to  those  who 
strive  ta  sow  the  seeds  of  discord 
among  them,  and  to  plunge  them 
even  into  blood  and  murder.  *'  From 
the  retora  of  unanimity  and  confi- 
dence among  the  various  classes  of  so« 
ciety,  the  most  happy  consequences 
would  result  to  all  France.  Agricul- 
ture, industry,  commerce,  would,  in 
a  short  time,  be  diffused  through 
every  pent  of  the  country,  and  with 
them  would  spring  up  the  comforts 
of  private  life,  and  the  Splendour  at* 
teodiog  the  success  of  public  affairs. 
By  the  le-establishment  of  unfeigned 
unioo  among  the  French,  their  fo- 
rtign  enemies  would  quickly  be  re- 
duced to  despair  of  either  partition- 
ing France  as  their  prey,  or  of  sub- 
duing it  to  its  former  slavery.  Ma- 
gistrates, administrators,  funtiona- 
ries  of  all  degrees,  were  now  called 
upon  by  their  coiuitry  to  exert 
themselves  with  peculiar  diligence 
and  fervour,  in  the  stations  which 
the  ftuppiessiqn  of  the  late  conspira- 
cy would  henceforth  enable  them  to 
occupy  in  peace,  undisturbed  by 
the  fear  of  being  expelled,  throu|?h 
ruffian  violence,  or  Mcrificed  sot 
having  discharged  their  duty.  Men 
of  letters,  on  whom  the  return  of 
despotism  would  have  imposed  per- 
petual silence,  were  now  freed 
fponi  their    terrors>    and  .emitQwer-* 


cd  to  exerC'Sfe  the  energy  of  their 
minds  in  enlightening  the  public, 
in  defending  the  cause  of  liber- 
ty, and  confuting  the  apologists 
of  tyrants,  in  aiding  government, 
and  forming  the  manners  of  the'  na^ 
tion." 

Such  were  the  ideas  which  the 
framers  of  the  address,  decreed  by 
the  council  of  €vc  hundred,  endea- 
voured to  imprest  on  the  people  of 
France.  It  w*as  carefully  distri- 
buted in  every  department,  and 
ii:  every  division  of  the  army,  and 
received  with  great  approbation '  and 
applause  by  all  the  friends  of  the 
republic,  and  of  republican  princi- 
ples, not  only  in  Frrnce,  but  in 
every  part  of  Europe.  They  con- 
curred in  asserting  both  the  reality 
of  the  conspiracy,  and  the  indis- 
pensable necessity  ofrecvirriog  to  the 
means  that  were  used  to  suppress  it. 
Every  proof  of  its  existence  bad, 
they  asserted,  been  adduced,  that 
could  in  reason  and  equity  be  ex- 
pected, and  not  one  sound  argument 
had  been  alleged  to  disprove  it. 
The  contest  between  government 
and  opposition  was  manit'est,  the  fa- 
vours and  partialities  to  the  royalists 
were  not  less  visible,  the  infii^x  of 
emigrants,  and  the  boldness  of  their 
speeches  and  behavioiu,  the  sejzure 
of  treasonable  papers,  and  the  dis- 
covery of  the  secret  agency  of  the 
numerous  emissaries  of  the  royal 
party :  theseand  other  circumstances 
of  the  most  suspicious  nature  sufH- 
ciently  corroborated  the  charge 
of  an  attempt  against  the  repub- 
lic, and  carried  conviction  to  the 
minds  of  all  who  were  not  preju 
diced. 

The  reply  to  these  allegations  was 

that  the   conspiracy  had   not  been 

legally  proved  to  be  real,  in  a  court 

of  justice  ]   tliat  thejiodividQals  ac- 
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msrilf  positively  .denied  the  charge  ; 
X  Dd  thatib  pass  sentence  upon  them, 
^^  1-1. out  bringing  them  to  an  open 
trial,  argued  an  apprehension  that 
'  they  would  not  have  been  found 
guilty  by  an  impartial  jury.  It  wes 
ai>.o  urged,  that  to  violate  the 
f  ^rms  of  a  constitution  was  to  vi- 
olate the  constitution  itself,  of  ubich 
those  forms  were  designed  to  be  the 
safeguard ;  and  that^  even  allowing 
the  conspiracy  to  have  bten  no  fic- 
tion, if  no  legal  jurors  could  be 
brought  to  coiidtmn  the  conspira- 
tors, H  ^ould  aroopnt  to  a  plain 
proof  th^t  the  public  was  with  th  m, 
And  appioyed  of  their  design:  in 
iK^hirh  case  they  would  stand  ac- 
quitted by  the  highest  authority. 

To  the  many  censures  and  invcc-* 
iivtrs  cast  upon  the  republican  pariy^ 
for  its  conduct  on  this  occasion, 
the  answer,  which  was  generally  al- 
lowed to  be  the  most  plausible,  and 
by  many  reputed  satiitfactory,  was, 
that  if  the  conspirators  had  been 
formally  tried,  thi-y  must  inevitably 
have  been  found  guilty,  and  con- 
demned td  die  :  in  which  case  it 
would  not  have  been  in  the  power 
•f  government  to  remit  the  sen- 
tence. It  was  more  humane,  there- 
fore, ais  well  as  more  prudent,  to  , 
banish  them^  a  punishment  wh  ch, 
by  sparine  their  lives,  prcvt- nted  the 
odium  tnat  must  have  bten  in- 
currcd  by  the  eiiusioD  of  so  much 
blood. 

The  ineffectual  expedition  of  the 
Freiich  to  Ireland,  in  the  month  of 
December,  i  jyQ,  did  not  put  an  end 
-to  the  expectation  thty  had  forced 
of  being  able  to  make  an  effectual 
impiession  upon  that  part  of  the 
British  empire.  On  the  return  of 
the  fleet  to  Brest,  a  proclamation 
was  published,  wherein  the  troops, 
embarked    lor  that   service,  ^ere 


told,  that  another  attempt  waa  ia 
preparation,  which  would  only  bcj 
d<  ferrf  d .  till  the  return  of  more  far 
vou»-able  weather. 

VVIietlier  a  second  expeditioa. 
was  actually  intended,  or  that  go- 
vern nunt  meaned  only  to  keep  up. 
an  alarm  in  Great  Britain,  every 
appearance  of  such  a  design  was 
maintained.  Sailors  and  soldicra  ' 
reported,  from  various  quarters,  to 
Brest,  where  general  Hochc  had 
fixed  his  head  quarters.  But  the 
whole  month  of  January,  and  more 
than  half  of  February  elapsed,  be- 
fore an^  active  measures  took  place  ; 
and  those  that  were  then  taken,  ap- 
peared of  a  nature  that  shewed  an 
intention  rather  to  perplex  the 
British  ministry,  than  to  prosecute 
any  regulai:  design  against  this 
kingdom. 

Acorps  of  about  fourteen  hundred 
men  was  embarked  in  four  vessels, 
three  of  them  large  frigates,  which, 
sailing  from  Brest,  stood  round  the 
coast  of  England,  and  entering  the 
Bristol  channel,  about  the  20th  of 
February,  anchored  in  the  harbour 
of  IhVacomb,  on  the  north  of  De* 
vonshire,  where  they  skuttled  se* 
veral  mtTchantnpen,  and  would  pro- 
bably have  destroyed  all  the  shipping 
tbtre,  had  they  not  been  apprised 
tliat  a  bgi^y  of  troops  was  marching 
against  them.  This  was  the  North 
Devon  regiment  of  tvolunteera, 
commandf^d  by  colone  Orchard. 
Leaving  IHracomb,  th^y  stood  over, 
to  the  headland  off  St.  David's,  in 
Pembrokeshirjp,  and  came  to  an  an- 
chor in  a  bay  Aear  Fishguard.  Her^ 
their  ti'oops  were  dlsembarkeid.  But 
their  landing  was  attended  with 
great  difiiulty.  As  they  were  totally 
unacquainted  with  thecountry,  tbey 
came  ashoi'e  at  a  place  luU  of  rocks, 
which  they  were  obliged  tocliipU 
/     •  \vitl| 
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with  moch  Uoor.   On  the  tweintf* 

third,  thdr  whole  force -being  land- 
ed,  they  advanced  into  the  coontry, 
expecting*  it  haa   been  aaid*  to  he 
i  ioined  lay  nombera.      But  if  such 
TO  their  expectation,    they  were 
greatly  deceiynl.    The  whole  coan-r 
tiy  was  instantly  alarmeds  and  the 
people  gathered     from     all    parts 
io  oppose  them.     In   the  course  of 
thedafj  more  than  three  thousand 
fflCD  were  pollecffed,  o(  u  horn  s«»ven 
iiQfldred  were  well  trained  militia. 
LonlCSa«dor  put  himself  at  their 
headj  and  marf bed  directly  against 
tbe  enemy,  uboro  he  reached  before 
tfae  setting  in    of   night,    fiat  in<t 
stead  of  attempting 'eithjcr  attack  or 
defence,  the  French  commander  in- 
formed him,  by  a  letter,  brought  by 
Goe  of  his  ofEqcr^  that  the  circum- 
stances, under    which  the  French 
ntiops  weye  landed,  rendering  mi- 
lita^   operaticms    unne^ressary,    as 
tbey  would  on\y  tend  to  bloodshed 
aod  pillai^e,    all  the  o£5cers  under 
him,  had  intimated  their  desire  to 
coter  ipto  a  oegociation  for  a  sur- 
ftndcr. 

To  this  message  lord  Cawdor  re- 
plied, by  requiring  them  immedi- 
ately to  snrreiider  prisoners  of  war. 
^ith  this  !;cqui8ition  the^  complied, 
ud  laid  down  their  arms  on  the  fol- 
iow'mg  day.  They  had  no  ^d- 
pieoes  with  them,  but  brought  a 
quantity  of  powder  and  ball,  suffici- 
Q}t  to  load  seventy  carta.  One  half 
of  them  were  picked  veterand,  but 
the  other  consisted^  accordmg  to 
'^rt,  of  galley-slaves,  and  others 
o^tbe  like  sort,  taken  out  of  prison 
00  coodition  of  their  engaging  in 
ttisaitcmp^.  Their  ra^ed  appear- 
ance fully  countenanced  this  surmise, 
^  the  first  object  that  occupied 
them,  on  their  landing,  was  to  pro- 
^^  thqjQselTef  with  clothes  where- 


ever  they  could  find  any*    Various 
motives  were  assigned  for  thh  uni 
dertaking.    Whatever  they   mighf 
be,  those  who  were  employed  in  tt^ 
had  only  their  own  prowess  and  ex- 
ertions to  rely  upon  for  8Ucoe«s,  aa 
the  ships  that  brought  them,  took 
^beir  departure  aat  soop  as  the  db? 
barkation   was  completed,    feavinr 
^em  entirely  to  the  chancres  an4 
protection    of  their  own    fortune. 
1  he  most  probable  jo(  tbe  several 
opinions,  formed  upon  this  subject^ 
aeeras  that  which  ascribe^  to  the 
French,  government  a  detei*minatioo 
to  prove  the  practicability  of  effecting 
a  landing  in  England^  notwithstand^ 
ing  the  numerous  fleets  that  guard 
its  coasts.     In  a  (rial  of  this  import- 
an9e  |hey  were  willing  to  risk  the 
handful  of  men    that  were    sent 
to   make    i(.     They  might   not, 
however,  imagine  tiiat  they  would| 
so  readily  yield  to  the  first  sum* 
mons,  and  possibly  hoped  that  they 
would  be  able  to   occasion  much 
confusion  before  (hey  were  subdued. 
While    the    French    were  thus 
vainly  endeavouring    to  carry  the 
war  into  the  British  dominions  in 
Europe,  the  arms  of  England  were 
more  successfully  employed  against 
the  possessions  of  their  Spanish  allies 
in    the    West  Indies,      An    expe- 
dition was  planned,  and  took  place 
in    February,  against  Trinidad,  an 
island    of     consequence    on     the 
northern  coast    of    South  Ameri- 
ca.   The  land   forces   were  under 
the     command   of  general    Aber- 
cromby,  and  the  squadron  under 
that  of  admiral  Harvey.     The  Spa« 
niards,  in  expectation  of  an  attaok, 
had  collected  a  naval  force  for  their 
defence.    It  consisted  of  four  ships 
of  the  line,  besides  frigates,  and  lay 
at  anchor  in  a  bay,  protected  by 
strong  batteries.    On  the  sixteenth 

of 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


to]      ANNUAL    REGISTER,    1797. 

•f  Febrnsirf,    admiral  Harvey  ar-  the  Spaoiaixls  were  not  id  a  con- 

ffved,  with  the  British  squadron^  and  dicion  to  iqake  any  eflfecroal  resist* 

imniediately  resolved  to  attack  it.  ance.    General  Abercroroby  landed 

Bot,  during  that  ntght,  which  pre-  his  forces^  and  having  made  himself 

ceded   the    intended  attack,     the  master  of  the  principl  town^   with 

Spanish  ships  casually  took  iire^  and  little  opposition,  the  Spanish  gover- 

M  M-ere  ccMnsomed  but  one,  which  nor  surrendered  the  whole  island  bj 

k  captured.    After  this  disaster^  eapitulatioo. 
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TWO  months  after  the  redoctioD 
of  Trinidad,    an     expedition 
vasondertaken  against  the  island  of 
Forto  Rico.  Hie  Spanish  privateers, 
from  this  {^ace,  were    nutneroos; 
and    greatly  annoyed   the  British 
trade  in  the   West    Indies.    The 
planters    had     repeatedly    recom- 
mended an  attack  of  this  island,  the 
captaieof  which  they  represented 
as  of  the  highest  utility,  as  it  would 
not   only  deprive  the  Spaniards  of 
ail  important  possessidn,  but'c^ar 
the  navigation  from  the  windward  to 
the  leeward  islands,  from  much  of 
the  danger  attending  it    Admiral 
Harvey  and  general    Abercroiftby 
willingly  undertook,  for  these  rea- 
sons, to  perform  soessentiala  service. 
They  sailed  accordingly  fix  Porto- 
Hico,  where  they  arrived  on    the 
seventeenth  of  April.    The  whole 
|K>rthem  coast  of  this  island  being 
iN)apded  by  a  reef,    it  was  with 


much  difficulty  that  a  narrow  chan- 
nel was  discovered,  through  which 
the  lighter  vessels,  with  thetroops^ 
were  able  to  effect  their  passage 
into  a  small  bay.  Here  these  landed, 
and  advanced  immediately  towards 
the  town.  But  the  approaches  to 
it  were  so  strongly  fortified,  and  de- 
fended by  so  noany  batteries,  that  it 
was  found  impossible  to  make  any 
impression  upon  them,  with  the  in- 
considerable artillery  that  had  with 
great  exertions  been  brought  ashore. 
An  attempt  was  made  to  bombard 
the  town  -,  but  this  proved,  on  ac<- 
count'  of  the  distance,  *  totally  im« 
practicable.  It  appearing,  there- 
fore, that  no  endeavours,  however 
vigorous,  could  surmoupt  these  ob- 
stacles, and  that  no  combined  efibrts 
of  the  sea  and  land  force  could  in 
any  manner  be  effectual  in  the  pre- 
sent circumstances^  it  was  judged! 
advisable  to  desist    froto   the    stti 
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tenapt  The  loss, of  men  upon  tliis 
iOCcasioD,  notwithstanding  the  super 
rioritj  of  the  enemy,  was  j>mall,  and 
the  troops,  reimbai  ked  without  any 
molestation. 

The  French  were,  in  the  mean 
time;  making  preparations,  in  their 
blands,  to  artatk  some  of  those 
belonging  to  the  English*  which 
these  bad  taken  from  them.  As  the 
fbrce9;t  which  tliey  intended  to  em- 
ploy, consisted  of  a  numerous  pro- 
|iortion  of  blacks,  it  was  proposed 
by  the  Britisfi  coromander-iri-chiefof 
the  land  forces,  general  Abercrom- 
by»  conformably  to  his  tiist ructions^ 
that  a  large  body  of  negroes  should 
be  i9ised,  and  formed  into  regi- 
Rients,  for  the  protection  of  the 
British  islands.  Bqt  th\s  proposal 
was  highly  disapprored  by  the  re- 
presentative bodies  of  the  inhabit- 
ants, who  unanimously  concurred 
io  condemning  the  measure,  as  full 
of  danger.  The  emancipation  of  the 
iiegroes,  in  t^ie^  i*rench  itilandsj  had 
^Ued  those  in  the  English  with  san- 
guine expectation  that  they  \vould 
be  placed  on  the  sap(ie  footing.  They 
"Were  greatly  dissatisfied  at  (heir  dis- 
appointment, and  their  di.Si^ti<H 
faction  was  daily  heightened,  th/ough 
the  communication  they  maiiitained> 
by  various  means,  with  the  French 
negroes,  who  warmly  solicited  them 
to  procure  their  freedom  through 
force,  as  they  would  i\ot  obtain  it 
yOtherwhe.  While  such  apprehen- 
sions hnng  over  the  planters,  they 
could  by  no  arguments  be  prevailed 
upon  toput  arms  mto  the  hands  of  the 
p^i;oes>  whom  they  considered  as 
much  readier  to  attack  their  masters^ 
than  to  protect  them. 

The  prepan.tions  njade  by  the 
French,  against  the  English,  were  of 
Jittle  effect :  they  landed  a  body  of 
pick;^  men  at  Anguilla,  a  small 


island,  where  meeting  with  no  rc« 
sistauce,  from  its  detencelt-ss  situa- 
tion, they  commil ted  great  ravages. 
Happily  for  the  inhabitants,  captain 
Barton,  of  the  Lapwing  frigate, 
being  apprized  of  their  danger^ 
sailed  immediately  to  their  relief. 
On  his  approach,  the  French  rc- 
^m barked :  but  th^ir  ^hipping  was 
attacked,  and  totally  destroyed,  and 
the  whole  of  their  land  and  sea 
force  either  killed  or  taken.  This 
happened  in  the  latter  part  of  179^* 
In  the  commencement  of  the  follow- 
ing year,  they  prepared  for  other  at- 
tempts :  but  whether  from  the  dis- 
conrageipent,  occasioned  by  thia 
check,  or  that  they  were  not  in  suf- 
(Tcient  readiness,  they  remainec]  in- 
active till  the  ensuing  June,  when, 
instead  of  making  atiy  of  their 
threatened  attacks  upon  the  islands 
in  possession  of  the  English,  they 
confined  their  exertions  to  St.  Do-? 
mingo,  where  they  endeavoured  to 
retake  some  places  in  the  hands  of 
thoiie  Frehch  planters  that  had  pot. 
Uien^lvesr  under  the  protection  of 
Great  Britain,  or  were  possessed  by 
the  British  troops.  They  laid  siege, 
in  the  moiith  ot  April,  to  Trois,  a 
strong  post  recently  taken  from  them, 
paptain  Rickets,  of  the  Magicienne, 
o^\Xie  fortunately  to  its  assibtance, 
9nd  attacked  the  ships  and  transports, 
laden  wit|i  ammunition  and  neces- 
saries for  carrying  on  the  siege:  they 
were  stll  takep^  and  the  besiegers  on 
shore,  thus  deprived  pf  the  supplies 
they  wanted,  were,  by  the  united 
iire  from  the  garcison  and  the  British 
frigate,  driven  from  their  position, 
and  compellie.d  to  abandon  ih^  at- 
tempt. 

6oroe  days  Jbefore  this^i^epulse, 
general  Rigaud,  commander  of  the 
republican  lorcesiV  re^ly^d  tp.  mal^e 
ail  attempt  tipt^i  the  fort  of  Trois, 
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^  making  of  which   was  con- 
sidered as  a  matter  of  im^rtaoce4  ' 
He  selected  for  tfaii  purpose  twelve 
hondred  of  bis  best  tnx>ps,  and  as- 
solved  it  wUh  thft  utmost  fury.  The 
garrison  did  not  comist,  at  this  juoc- 
tuir,  of  inore  than  fifty  men :  but 
they  made  so  determined  and  skilful 
a  defeDce,  that  alter  being  thrice  re- 
palsed^  and  returning  as  often  to  the 
char^  the  enemy  was  obliged  to 
draw  off  to  a  distance,  in  order  to 
recover  himself  before  another  re- 
iiewal  of  the  attack.     But,  in  the 
mean   while,    a  rernfarcement  of 
some  faundi^  men  came  to  the  as- 
sistance of  the  garrisoni  and  forcing 
their  way  tbt-ough  the  asffailaots,  en- 
tered the  fort.    Thus  strengthened, 
the  garrison  sallied  out,  upon  the 
besTegers,    who  M^ere  driven  lo  a 
distance  |  but  gaining  pas^/ssion  of 
an  eminence,  they  made  a  staud,  and 
through  the  great  su^ienority  of  their 
oambenst  maintained  their  position 
some  days :  when  receivnig  a  fresh 
supi^y  of  men,  they  again  proceeded 
to  Trois,  intending  a  regular  siege. 
It  was  then  that  captain   Rickets 
opportunely    arrived,    and    totally 
completed  the  defeat  of  the  ene- 
my, after  losing  a  thousand  of  th^ir 
choicest   troops^      They    sustained* 
another  defeat,  about  the  same  time, 
from  colonel  Deysourcos,  who  at- , 
tacked  and  carried  several  posts  and 
worka  of  great  ttrengtli  and  cons^e* 
^oence,  and  routed  a  large  body  of 
the  encmy^  part  of  the  army  undf;r 
the  comroaod  of  thetr  principal  ge- 
neral, ToUs$aint« 

Id  the  month  of  .June  ensuing,  the 
French  laid  siege  to  the  town  ot'  St. 
Mark,aplaceofconseqi)euce,delend- 
ed  by  a  body  of  those  French  plant- 
ers that  had  joined  the  £ngli!th4.and 
by  a  small  number  of  these.  Afi 
ibey  were  closely  pressed,  general 


Churchill  hastened, by  forced  malVJH 
es,  to  their  relief.  The  enemy  had  . 
taken  possession  of  the  fort  and  dis* 
trict  ot  Mirebalais.  which  a&rded 
them  great  adVant^es  in  tlie  prose- 
cution of  the  siege.  Expecting  th« 
£nglish  general  would  attempt  the 
retaking  it,  they  posted  a  largje.  bod/ 
on  hi|»  way.  15nt  as  soon  as  lie  had 
been  joined  by  a  sufficient  reinforce- 
mont,  to  cope  with  their  num}>ers» 
he  attacked  tliem  with  sucii  resoiU'* 
tion,  that  they,  were  immediately 
broken,  and  ^ed  mth  the  utmosl 
precipitation.  The  siege  of  St. 
Mark  had,  in  the  mean  while,  been 
carried  on  with  much  vigour,  and 
some  of  the  out-works  had  been 
taken:  but  tliis  defeat  encouraged 
the  garrison  to  so  rcsoKue  a  defence, 
that  it  disconcerted  all  their  mea- 
sures, and  they  were  driven  from 
this  place,  on  the  arrival  of  the  vic- 
torious troops^  With  very  consider- 
able less-. 

The  transactions  in  the  Wtst  In- 
dies, during  the  remainder  of  the 
year,  were  renoarkably  favourable' to 
the  English,  both  at  sea  and  land. 
Numbers  of  the  enemy's  armed 
sliips  were  taken,  and  little  damage 
done  to  the  English  trade.  The 
French  were  not  either  in  the  dia- 
position  or  in  force  to  execute  any 
plan  against  the  English  possessions. 

In  Europe  the  expectations  of  the 
French  had  been  highly  raised,  by 
the  great  preparations  made  against 
England,  in  the  ports  of  Holland 
and  of  Spain.  In  this  kingdom, 
their  inliueiice  over  the  ministry 
was  such,  that  tlicy  procured  the 
equipment  of  a  very  lai-ge  number, 
ot  bhips,  to  act  conjointly  with  their 
ren)ainiugsrrengthatsea,againstthat 
of  England,  which  they  ho^ed  would 
firtt  It  extremely  diliicult  to  make 
head  against  co  vast  an  accession  of 
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force  ta  France/  0>nformaMy  to 
the  i^ans  of  the  French  and  Spanish 
iiainisters,  the  moet  considerable  part 
of  the  Spanish  navy  was  to  have 
ci^ted  a  junction  with  the  French 
fleet  at  ftrest  j  -  and>  after  boing 
ioiDed  by  a  numerous  squadron  of 
jDutch  ships  of  war,  they  were  to 
liave  ppt  forth  all  together  to  sea. 
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men.  The  squadron,  under  <he 
command  of  admiral  Jervis^  iimount- 
ed  to  no  more  than  fifteen  ships  of 
the  line,  and  some  frigates.  He 
was  cruizing  off  Cape  St.  Vincent, 
on  the  coast  of  Portugjal,  when  he 
received  intelligence  of  the -Spanish 
fleet's  approach,  and  he  prepared 
immediately  for  battle.      On  the 


lo  the  amount  of  more  than  se-/ fourteenth  of  February,  at  the  dawn 
««enty  sail  of  the  line;  a  strength.    ofday,it  was  discovered,  amounting 


which,  they  entertained  sanguine 
Isope,  would  prove  more  than  suf- 
Ccent  to  support  effectually  the  ex- 
rcution  of  their  designs  against  the 
Brittsk  dominions. 

^  In  the  list  of  the  Spanish  fleet, 
intended  for  Brest,  were  six  of  one 
fcimdred  and  twelve  guns,  and  one  of 
e  hundred  6nd  thirty-six,  esteemed 


to  twenty-seven  sail  of  the  linCr  By 
carrying  a  press  of  sail,  he  closed  ia 
with  the  enemy's  fleet  before  it  had 
time  to  connect,  and  form  into  a 
regular  order  of  battle.  Such-  a 
moment,  to  apeak  his  own  words, 
was  not  to  be  lost :  confiding  in  tfee 
skill,  valour,  and  discipline,  of  his 
ofHcers  and  men,  and  conscious  of 


the  largest  vessel  in  Europe  j  of  the .  the  necessity  of  acting  with  un- 
«ther  ships  composing  this  formida-    cbmmon-  resolution  on  this  critical 


able  armament,  two  were  of  eiglity- 
ibur,  and  eighteen  of  seventy-four 
gUDS :  but  they  were  manned  by  an 
inconsiderable  proportion  of  sea- 
men. The  Spanish  ministry 'bad 
imagined,  that  this  deficiency  might 
lie  remedied  by  the  Substitution  of 
«  number  of  expert  artillery- men  j 
Init  even  ef  these  there  was  not  a 
mifiiciency  procured  to  encounter 
the  skill  and  activity  of  the  British 
teamen. 

The  officer  pitched  npon  for  the 
command  of  the  squadron,  desti- 
ned to  act  against  this  great  force, 
was  admiral  Jervis,  whose  naval 
abilities  had  been  conspicuously  dis- 
played on  many  precedmg  occasions, 
and  who  was  accompanied  by  other 
officers  of  such  distinguished  merit, 
that  no  doubt  was  entertained,  by 
the  public,  that,notwithstanding  the 
irastsuperiority  of  strength  and  num- 
^s,  on  the  part  of  the  Spaniards, 
they  would  not  prove  equal  in  bat 


occasion,  he  l^rmed  a  line,  with 
the  utmost  celerit)',  in  order  to  pass 
through  the  enemy's  fleet,  and  hav- 
ing completely  effected  his  design, 
he  thereby  separated  on^-third  of  it 
from  the  main  body,  and  by  a  vigor- 
ous cannonade  compelled  it  to  re- 
main to  leeward,  and  prevenited  its 
rejunction  with  the  centre  till  the 
evening.  After  having  thus  broken 
through  the  enemy *s  line,  and,  by 
this  daring  and  fortunate  measure, 
diminished  his  force  from  twenty* 
seven  ships  to  eighteen,  it  was  per- 
.ceived  that  the  Spanish  admiral,  in 
order  to  ^  recover  his  superionty, 
was  endeavouring  to  rejoin  the  ships 
separated  from  him,  by  wearing 
round  the  rear  of  the  British  lines  ; " 
but  commodore  Nelson,  who  was 
in  the  rear-most  ship,-  directly  wore 
and  prevented  his  intention,  by 
standi  11?  towards  him.  He'  had 
now  to  encounter  the  Spanish  ad«> 
miral  of  one  hundred  and  thirty^ix 


ik  to  the  Briu»h  officers  and  sea*  guuB^aided  by  twa«tbers>  eacii  of 
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tliem  t!iree  dcdcers?  he  was  happily 
rtb'evcd  from  this  dangerous  posi- 
tion, by  the  coming  up  of  two  ships 
to  his  asiistanccy  Whibh  detained  the 
Spaof^  admiral,  and  his  secoudsy 
till  he  was  attacked  by  four  other 
firiliah  ships ;  when,  finding  that  he 
coold  not  execute  his  design,    he 
nude  the  signal  for  the  remainder 
«f  his  Beet  to  form  together  for 
their  defence,    llie  British  admiral, 
hcfbreTJiey  cofuld  get  into  th«r  sta- 
tions, directed   the    rear-most  of 
them,  0ome  of    which  were   en- 
ticed with  each  other,  to  be  at- 
tacked.    This   was  done  wkh  so 
RnKh  jadgement  and  spirit,  that 
four  of  them  were  captured^  one 
of  wMch  struck  to  his  own  ship. 
In  the  mean  time,  that  part  of  the 
Spaoi^  "fieet  trhich  had  been  sepa- 
nted  from  its  main  body  had  nearly 
Tfjoinedit,  wi^Ji  foiir  other  ships, 
two  of  which  wer&  not  in  the  cn- 
g:ageraeHt.     This  was  a  strength, 
more  than  equal  to  that  which  te^ 
rained  of  the  British  squadron,  fit, 
after  so  severe  a  contest,  for  a  fresh 
action*    Had  it  been  renewed,  the 
Spaniardft  had  still  thirteen  ships 
nohuit,   while   of  the  fifteen,    of 
which  the  British  squadron  con- 
B^ed,  every  x>ne  had  suffered  in 
^  vaequal  an  encounter.    It  drew 
yp  in  compact  order,  not  doubt- 
ttg  of  vigorous  efforts,  on  the  part 
of  Ihe  enemy,   to  retake  his  bst 
ve^ls:  but  the  countenance  and 
pootlon  of  the  British  squadron 
vas  sudi;  that  the  Spanish,  though 
•0  powerfaUy^  reinforced,  did  not 
^  to  come  into  close  action*    Its 
fire  was^stant  and  ineffectual,  and 
't  Wft  the  British  squadron  to  move 
leiiurely  off  with  the  four  captured 
vessels,  two  of  thencv  carrying  one 
hundr^  and    twelve    guns,    one 
«i;bty*foinr,  and  the  other  ievcnty- 


four.  The  .slain  and  Wounded,  on 
board  of  these,  before  they  stnick» 
amounted  to  six  hundred,  and  oa 
board  of  the  British  squadron  t<» 
half  xhat  number.  The  amount 
of  the  killed  and  wounded  in  the 
other  Spanish  ships  was  compute! 
equal  to  that  in  those  that  weiip 
taken. 

The  superiority  of  naval  skill,  dis- 
played in    this  celebrated   actiont 
struck  all  Europe  with  astonishaaent. 
Nothing  less  indeed  could  have  pro- 
cured a  victory  over  an  enemy  so 
much  superior  m  strength  and  nunk- 
bers,  and  no  way^  deficient  in  coro- 
rage.     The  people  in  Spaia  wene 
loud  in  their  corpplaints,  that  their 
countrymen  were  impressed  into  a 
service  for  which  they   were  un- 
qualified, and  against  a  nation  witk 
which  they  had  no  reaspn  .to  quar- 
rel.    The  upper  classes,  and  the 
government  itself,  were  looked  up^ 
on,   by  the  generality,   as  acting 
linder  constraint;  but  the  remon* 
strance  of  the  recent  victories  of 
the  French,  over  their  best  troopa 
and  comm^pders,  and  of  the  daager 
to  which  the  monarchy  had  l>eem 
exposed,  effectually  silenced  all  de* 
grees  of  men,  while  the  majority 
bore,  with  secret  indignation,  the 
ignominy  of  a  yoke  which  thef 
were  ashamed  to  avow.     The  an- 
cient and  noble  kingdom  of.  Spaia 
was,  at  this  time,  in  a  situation  not 
more    humiliating    than  odd    aad 
whimsical.    The  Spaniards,  in  ge- 
neral, detested  the  French,  and  par- 
ticularly the   French  infidels:  the 
throne  of  Spain  was  occupied  by 
th^^  second  branch  of  the  house  d£ 
Bourbon ;  and  which,  in  1792,  had 
manifested  an  anxious  solicitude  for 
the  life  of  Lewis  XVI.  yet  the 
king  and.  people  of  Spain    were 
leagued  with  the  regicides  againS^ 
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the  Austriins  an4  Englishi  their,  old 
as  well  as  natural  friends  aiid  allies. 
The  advantages^  it,  might  naturally 
be  supposed,  must  have  been  greats 
ihat  seduce^  them  into  so  stranore  a 
situation.  By  no  means !  They 
got  nolhiiig  biit  hard  blows  from 
the  British  navy. 

The  fffatiliide  of  tne  put)lic»  ii> 
£nglano^  to  those  brave  officers  and 
inen^  who  had  won  so  extraordinary 
hnd  unprecedented  a  victory^  wa^ 
expressed  with  a  warmiii  and  ex. 
ulta'tioh  that  had  not  been  felt  for 
inany  years.  All  classes  and  bodies 
of  tne  conlitiunity  ^  were  eager  to 
testify  the  sense  Ihey  entertained  of 
the  very  uncommon  merit  of  the 
admiral  who  had  f^erfoi-med  so  im« 
bortaht  a  service,  at  a  Umb  wheii 
It  wds  so  needful,  and  who  had 
thereby  reflected  so  much  glory  on 
Jhc  nalioual  character.  To  the  just 
applauses  of  the  public,  govern* 
ment  adddd  the  honours  ot  the 
peerage,  hf  creating  him  Earl  of 
'  St.  Vincent,  in  order  to  perpetuate, 
togetfier  with  his  name,  the  memory 
t>f  this  Splendid  action. 

The  VJlnqtiished  fleet  withdrew 
to  Cadiz,  whi their  it  was  immediate'* 
ly  followed  by  the  victors,  who 
blocked  it  up  in  so  close  a  manner, 
that  not  ofie  of  the  numerous  ships 
of  force,  belonging  to  Spain,  in  that 
capacious  harbour,  dui'st  venture  out 
beyond  the  reach  of  the  many  power- 
ful batteries  erected  for  its  defence. 
Here  the  British  squadron  coutinued 
in  sightof  the  place,  and  hi  command 
of  alithe  neighbouring  seas  ;  taking 
numbers  of  the  enemy's  vessels,  and 
performing  many  gallant  actions. 

The  two  most  remarkable  we  shall 
relate.  An  attehipt  was  made,  in  the 
night  of  the  third  of  July,  to  bom- 
bard the  city  of  Cadiz.  Commodore 
kelson  conducted  this  bold  cnter- 


prize  yn\h  his  usu^l  dexterity  and 
spirit.  I'he  iinperfect  success  that 
attended  it,  was  owing  to  the  bad 
conditioh  of  the  mortar-piece,  em- 
ployed iipon  this  bccasnon»  vrhich 
was  entirely  damaged  by  continual 
use.  The  Spaniards  having  arnied» 
and  manned t  with  their  bravest  sea- 
jcnen  and  soldiers^  a  namber  of  large 
boats  and  liLuncheSi  sallied  out  or 
the  harbohr  ijp<<n  the  English.  *Th.e 
conflict  was  obstinate, and  both  siaes 
behaved  with  great  valoun  The 
commanding  omcer  of  the  Spaniards* 
Don  Miguel  Tyfasom,  attacked  tfae 
commodoi^  with  the  utmost  re&olu* 
tion,  and,  though  tskkeo>  did  not 
yield  iintil,  out  of  twenty-stfven  men 
in  his  barge,  eighteed  were  killed^ 
and  himselO  aiid  all  the  others 
wounded.  It  wsls  not  till  after  a 
long  and  desperate  ^defebce  that 
the  Spaniards  were  driveQ  back 
into  the  harbour. 

Two  nights  after  this^  actiont 
another  boinbardment  was  attenvpt- 
ed,.with  more  success.  Commodore 
Nelson,  who,  to  use  the  expreasioa 
of  admiral  Jervis,  was  always  pre- 
sent in  the  most  arduous  eiiterprizes* 
had  again  the  cominand  of  this. 
Advancing  with  the  bomb-vesseU* 
as  neai^to  the  shore  as  it  was  prac* 
ticable,  he  threw  into  the  town,  and 
among  the  shipping  in  the  hairbour^ 
a  large  number  of  shells  that  did 
considerable  execution  upon  both. 
Ten  of  the  largest  men  ot  war  were 
obliged  to  warp  oiit  of  theii*  nuige, 
and  the  townspeople  fled  in  great 
numberl  The  effects  produced  by 
this  bombardnoent  had  be^n  so  de- 
trimental to  the  enemy,  that  another 
was  shortly  aftei*  intended,  and  the 
prepai^tiohs  completed^  when  its 
execution  was  prevented  by  the 
vioLnce  of  the  wind,  that  continued 
somewhile  to  blow  out  of  the  bar- 
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bour^  and  obstnicted  the  approach 
of  any  shipping.^  This  third  en- 
terprize  was  also  to  have  been 
conducted  bj  commodore  Nelson, 
tbrongk  whose  acti-ity  and  enter- 
prizing  disposition  few  days  passed 
without  some  equally  resolute  and 
wtU-concerted  endeavours  to  annoy 
the  enemy. 

It  had  appeared^  in  the  mean  time, 
from  a  variety  of  intelligence,  that 
the  sitnfation  of  the  town  of  Santa 
Cruz,  in  the  island  of  Teneriffe, 
was  such  as  anthorised  an  effort  to 
take  poflsession  of  it.  Could  this 
haie  been  effected,  it  certainly  must 
have  proved  a  very  valuable  acqui- 
sition :  such  being  the  general  opi- 
nion, an  expedition  was  resolved 
upon  against  this  celebrated  island. 
The  command  of  it  was  given  to 
admiral  Nelson,  recently  promoted 
to  that  rank,  who  arrived  at  the 
place  of  his  destination  the  twenty- 
fourth  of  July,  and  immediately 
prepared  to  carry  his  orders  into 
execution.  His  force  consisted  of 
foar  ships  of  the  line,  and  three  fri- 
gates. As  he  intended  to  surprize  the 
enemy,  the  attack  viras  deferred  till 
night.  At  eleven,  about  a  thousand 
<^^io8en  men  were  embarked  in  the 
^at8  belonging  to  the  squadron : 
they  proceeded  without  being  dis- 
covered, till  they  were  within  less 
l^an  gnn-sbot  ot  the  Mole,  stretch- 
ing from  die  town  into  the  sea. 
Their  approach  being  perceived, 
the  alarm*bell8  were  rung,  and  a 
tremendoQs  fire  bpened  upon  them 
from  all  the  batteries^  extending 
along  the  platforms  in  front  of  the 
town.  The  night  was  so  dark,  that 
only  five  of  the  boats  could  find  the 
Mole.  A  body  of  five  hundred 
men  was  stationed  upon  it,  for  its 
defence.  These  the  soldiers  and 
sailors,  landing  from  the  boats,  at- 
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tacked  and  diipersed,  on  the  first 
onset :  but  sucn  a  fire  of  musketry 
and  grape  shot  was  kept  up  from 
the  citadel  and  houses  at  the  head 
of  the  Mole,  that  they  could  not 
advance,  and  nearly  all  of  them  were 
either  killed  or  wounded.  This 
first  division  was  commanded  by 
admiral  Nelson,  in  person,  having 
under  him  captains  Bo  wen,  Thorn* 
son,  and  Freemantle.  The  boat  in 
which  was  captain  Bowen,  with 
a  chosen  part  of  his  ship's  company^ 
never  reached  the  shore:  it  was 
sunk  by  a  cannon  shot,  and  they  all 
perished.  The  Fox  cutter  was 
lost  in  the  same  manner,  with  nearly 
one  hundred  men. 

The  other  division,  under  the 
command  of  captains  Trowbrid?re, 
Hood,  Millar,  and  Walter,  lani-d 
at  the  south  of  tie  citadel,  making 
their  way  through  a  raging  surf 
that  stove  all  their  boats*  and  wetted 
all  their  ammunition.  Notwith- 
standing these  difficulties,  they  pas- 
sed over  the  walls  and  batti^ries,  and 
penetrated  to  the  great  square  of 
the  town,  where,  having  formed  to 
the  number  of  about  four  hundred 
nfien,  they  marched  towards  the 
citadel;  but  found  it  too  strong  for 
them  to  attack  with  any  hope  of 
success.  Captain  Trowbridge,  in 
the  mean  time,  was  informed,  by 
prisoners  taken,  that  there  were 
eight  thousand  Spaniards,  assisted 
by  a  hundred  French,  with  five 
field-pieces,  preparing-  to  attack 
them.  Seeing  the  impossibility  of 
receiving  aid  from  the  ships,  he 
sent  captain  Ho6d  with  a  message 
to  the  Spanish  governor,  that  iC  he 
would  allow  him  freely  and  with- 
out molestation  to  embark  his  peo- 
ple, and  furnish  him  with  boats 
for  that  purpose,  in  the  stead  of 
those  that  had  been  stolen,    the 
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aquadron  before  the  town  would 
not  mokst  iu    On  the  govemoHB 

-  tcplyiiig  to  this  roes8age9i>y  requi- 
ring that  they  should  surrender  pri* 
voners  of  war;  captain  .Hood  an- 
sweredy  that  he  w^s  directed  to  tell 
him>  tl^at  if  the  terms  he  had  prof- 
fered were  not  instajntly  accepted, 
the  town,  would  be  fired,  and  the 
English  attack  the  Spaniards  at  the 
point  of  the', bayonet.  On  this 
resolute  declaration,  the  governor 
thought  it  prudent  to  comply  with 
the  terms'  offered  to  him»  and 
captain  Trowbridge  marched  with 
his  men,  colours  flying,  to  the 
head  of  the.Mole,  where  they  em- 
barked in  their  remaining  boats, 
and  in  others  furnished  by  the  Spa- 
niards. The  humane  and  generous 
behaviour  of  the  Spaaisli  governor, 
Don  Juan  Antonio  Gutturez,on  this 
occasion,  well  deserves  to  be  com- 
memorated.' As  soon  as  the  terms 
were  agreed  to,  he  directed  the 
wounded  English  to  be  received 
into  the  hospitals,  and  the  otliers 
to  be  supplied  with  all  the  provi- 
sions that  could  be  procured,  and 
'gave  permission  to  the  ships  to  send 
ashore   and  purchase  the  refresh- 

.  ments  they  wai)ted,  while  they  re* 
inained  oft  the  island.        . 

In  this  manner,  terminated  an 
unfortunate  expedition^  which  cost 
the  lives  of  numbers  of  the  bravest 
roeif  in  this  squadron.     Among  the 

,  wounded  was  admiral  Nelson,  who 
lost  his  right  arm.  Never  did  the . 
policy  of  courts  exercise  a  severer 
sway  over  the  real  interests  of  na- 
tions, than  when  tlie  Spanish  nation, 
capable  still  of  tlie.  noblest  senti- 
ments. Was  dragged,  against  it-s 
will,  into  a  war  with  another  na- 
tion, equally  generous,  and  also  its 
.  most  natural  ally  and  friend.  The 
inoffensive    manner   in   which   the 


Spaniards  waged  war  with  Eafflandy 
on  the  whole,,chiefly.  bj  manifestoet 
and  milits^ry  preparations,  unequi* 
vocally  pointed  to  the  real  source 
from  wnence  their  declaration  of 
wrar,  against  Britain,  sprung..  If  the 
Spanish  admiral  had  not  been  sen- 
sible, that  there  was  no  real  animo- 
sity or  rancour  in  the  breasts  of  his 
countrymen,  awinst  the  English, 
he  would  neither  have  dared,  nor 
been  .inclined,  to  let  them  go  so 
well  way. 

The*  great  victory  of  the  fourteen  t  h 
of  February  had,  intirely,  disconcert- 
ed the  plan  of  operations  formed  by 
tbe  three  allied  powers.  The  hope 
of  uniting,  into  one  body,  the  fleets 
of  France,  Spain,  and  Holland,  was 
now  frustrated,  and  it  remained  for 
the  Batavian  republic  to  second 
the  designs  of  the  French,  in  the 
manner  they  had  proposed.  The 
naval  preparadons  m  Holknd  were 
extraordinary,  and  far  surpassed  any 
that  had  been  made  since  the  grand 
alliances  against  France,  at  the  dose 
of  the  last,  and  the  beginning  of 
the  present  century.  Though  not 
so  numerous  as  the  Spanish  fleets 
lately  defeated,  it  was  incomparably 
better  manned.  Both  the  officers 
and  ships  companies  were  excellent 
seamen,  and  no  doubt  was  enter- 
tained that  the  contest,  between 
them  and  the  English,  would  be 
extremely  qbstinate.  The  jremem- 
brance  of  the  many  hard  fought 
battles  between  the  English  and 
the  Dutch,  in  former  days,  and  of 
the  several  successes  obtained  by 
tbese,wa88tudiouslyrevivedthrough- 
out  the  several  provinces.  Europe 
itself  was  disposed  to  look  upon  the 

Dutch  as  more  formidable  rivals^  at 
sea,  to  the  English  than  the  French, 
whose  character  {of  naval  skill  and 
prowess  was   decidedly  considered 
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Mioferidr  to  that  of  either  of  the  two 
other  prople.  But  t  circumttance 
that  inclineif  the  generality  io  think 
morr  UMj  of  the  flnglitb,  than 
t>f  tHe  Vuichi  Was  the  number  of 
successful  engagements  in  which 
tbe  former  had  reeently  displayed 
ihe  saperiority  of  their  valour  and 
experience,  't'heyhad  now  waged  a 
three  years  active  and  vigorous  war, 
aiid  had  constantly  been  victorious 
in  every  action.  The  Dntcfay  on 
the  contrary^  hsid  retaained  in  peace 
for  a  long  series  of'  years.  Except- 
ing the  engagement  on  the  Dogger's 
Brnk  in  1781,  they  hrd  mot  with 
no  occasion  to  exercise  their  marine^ 
and  here  only  six  or  seven  ships  of 
war  went  employed.  Laying  tjjese 
drcunstances  together,  it  appeared 
probable)  that  notwithstanmng  the 
bravery  thai  roifi^ht  be  exerted  by 
the  aea-fariag  natives  of  the  seven 
provinces,  still  they  would,  in  all 
%lihood,  prove  inadequate  to  those 
ot  Great  Britain  in  the  arduous  trial 
that  was  approaching* 

The  Batavian  republic  had>  \vith 
tiQcommon  exertions,  and  vast  ex- 
pence,  fitted  out  an  armament,  dur« 
ing  the  course  of  the  summer,  the 
destioation  of  which,  though  not 
precisely  ascertained,  was  imagined 
to  be  for  Ireland,  where  the  dis- 
tontests  were  daaly  increasing,,  and 
the  inhabitants  seemed  ripe  Tor  in* 
tarrection.  This  armament  con- 
fisted  of  four 'ships  of  seventy- four 
guM,  five  of  sixty-eight  J  two  of  six- 
ty-four^ and  four  of  fifty-six.  They  , 
were  in  the  best,  cgta^daap  xoti^ 
pletely  manned,  and  prided  with 
every  requisite.  Th^  coi  mdxid  yr^s 
gijen  to  admiral  De  Winter,' ap 
waccr  of  acknowledged  merit  in  his 
profession^  and  of*  remarkable  in« 
^idity.  His  principles  were 
»«tedly  republican.     He  bad  cin* 


bnc^.that  party  in  the  civil  eom^ 
motions,  dunng  the  years  1786  and 
1787 ;  and  after  its  suppnssion^  by 
the  interference  of  Prdssia,  he  had 
withdrawn  to  France,  where  he 
was  pensioned,  and.  met  with  mili* 
tary  preferment. ,  When  the  French 
iiivaqed  Holland^  in  the  winter  of 
1795,  he  accompanied  them,  and 
was  appointed  to  supenntend  the 
re-establishment  of  their  marine^ 
which  he  forwarded  accordingly 
with  indefatigable  zeal. 

As  soon  as  the  equipment  of  .the 
above  mentioned  squadron  was  ef« 
fected,    the  Batavian  government, 
urged  by  importunities  o{  the  Frendh 
directory,  ^ve  orders  for  its  put« 
ting  immediately  to  tea.    The  in« 
tention  was  that  it  should  proceed 
directly  to  Brest,  and  join  the  fleet 
assembled  there  for  a  second  inva- 
sion of  Ireland.    A  body  of  troops 
was  embarked  on  the  Dutch  squad* 
ron  for  this  purpose,  but  the  vigi- 
lance of  the  British  cruisers,  station- 
ed along  the  Dutch  coast,  prevent* 
ed  this  pUn  from  being  carried  into 
execution.     They  watched  so  nar* 
rowly  the  motions  of  the  enemy, 
that  it  was  found  impracticable  to 
venture  out  of  port,  without  riskinc^ 
an  engagement    with  the  British 
souadroi),  that  had  lain  on  the  coast 
of  Holland  during  the  summer,  to 
block  up  the  Texel.     It  was  com*' 
manded  by  Admiral  Duncan,  a  ve^ 
xttan  officer  of  great  valour  and 
abilities^  •  He  was  at  this  time  in 
Yarmouth  Roads,  refitting  his  shipt 
that  had  suffered  from  the  late  tem- 
pestuous weather.      This  induced 
the  BaUvian  flrovernment  to  direct  ' 
admiral  De  Winter  \o  sail  with  all 
expeditioui   hoping  that  jbe  might 
anticipate   the    return   or  admiral 
Duncan,  and  be  so  far  on  his  Way 
to  France^  that  i$  thpuld  not   be 
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p'ossible  to  overtake  him.  But  their 
expectation  was  wholly  frustrated. 
ft  was  quickly  found  that  the  Bri- 
tish squadron  could  not  be  avoid- 
ed. Determined,  however,  that  the 
honour  of  the  Batavian  Sag  should  ^ 
not  suffer,  by  declining  a  contest^ 
they  ordered  their  admiral  to  put 
forthwith  to  sea^  notwithstandmg 
his  remoustranccs,  and  to  rid  him 
of  all  incumbrance,  the  troops  on 
bba'rd  his  isquadron  were  dis'em- 
.barked.  As  soon  as  admiral  Duncan 
was  apprized,  by  the  signals  of  his^ 
cruizers,  that  the  Dutch  were  out 
of  port,  he  sailed,  witli  all  speed, 
to  meet  them.  His  squadron  was 
composed  of  sixteen  ships  of,  the 
liile,  remarkably  well-conditioned, 
and  his  officers  and  men  were  in- 
ferior to  none  in  the  British  ser- 
vice. 

He  reached  the  coatt  of  Holland 
in'th?  evening  of  the  t^nth  of  Oc- 
toher.  His  first  care  w^s  to  station 
his  squadron  in  such  a  manner  as 
to  prevent  the  enemy  from  regain- 
injT  the  Texel.  On  the  morning  of 
tlVe  eleventh  he  was  in  si^ht  of  the 
Dutch  squadron,  formed  in  a  line 
to  receive  him,  at  no  more  than 
nine  mijes  distance  from  the  Iand> 
lying  between  Camperdown  and 
Egmorit.  He  resokcd,  immediately, 
to  break  through  the  enemy's  line, 
in*  order  to  obstruct  their  getting 
.nearer  to  the  shore..  This  was 
'speedily  exciiuted,  and  about  twelve 
o'clock  the  engagement  became  ge- 
neral, every  ship  of  each  squadron 
1^  coining  to  action  with  its  opponent. 
Adnrind  De  Winter,  perceiving  the 
intent  of  the  British-  admiral,  had 
thrown  out  the  signal  to  unite  in 
close  order>  the  more  effectually  to 
oppose  it ;  but  from  the  thickness 
•  of  the  smoke  it  was  said,  his  signals 
wtre  not  |}erccptible  to  all  the  ships 


of  his  squadron,  and  only  some  of 
course  complied  with  them.  As 
soon  as  the  British  squadron  had 
pierced  through  the  enemy*s  hne, 
a  close  action  ensued,  wherein  ad- 
miral Duncan's  division  attacked  . 
the  van  of  the  Dutch,  and  admiral 
Oislow  the  rear^  The  shi^  mounted 
by  the  former  lay  near  three  hours 
alonp^side  of  the  Dutch  admiral, 
De  Winter,  and  the  conflict  between 
these  two  brave  commanders  wa» 
remarkably  obstinate,  and  destruc- 
tive. The  latter  did  not  strike  hi» 
flag  till  all  his  masts  went  over- 
board ;  half  of  hb  crew  was  slain » 
or  wounded,  and  it  was  utterly 
impossible  to  make  an^  more  re- 
sistance.  The  Dutch  vice-admiral 
yielded  to  admiral  Onslow,  after 
he  had  been  reduced  to  the  same 
condition,  and  all  the  Dutch  ships 
that  stnick,  had  defended  thegi- 
selves  with  equal  bravery,  be- 
ing almost  every  one  totally  dis- 
abled. 

It  was  about  four  in  the  after- 
noon when  the  victory  was  clearly 
decided  in  favour  of  the  Britisk 
squadron  ;  but.  it  had^  during  the 
course  of  the  engagement,  drifted 
so  near  to  the  land,  as  to  be  only- 
five  miles  distant^  and  in  no  more 
than  nine  fathoms  water.  The 
principal  object  of  attention  wa»> 
therefore,  to  prevent  the  ships  ftDin 
getting  into  tne  shallows,  which  was 
not  accomplished  without  much  ex- 
ertion. It  was  owing  to  this  cir- 
cumstance alone  that  any  of  the 
Dutch  squac^x>u  escaped.  -No  fewer, 
however,.  ^j^e~  captured  than  eight 
shfps  of  «we  line,  two  of  fifty-six 
guns,  and  two  frigates.  The  loss. 
^of  men,  '  on  both  sides,  in  this 
bloody  and  well-fought  battle,  weas 
very  great*  In  the  £it!sh  squadroiv 
it  amounted  lo  se^n  bundiaed^  bui 
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in  the  Dolch  to  twice  that  numben 
They  were  the  choioest  of  their 
seamen.  The  vast  diminution  pf 
their  cammercial  ahipping  had  en- 
abled them  to  select,  out  of  the  nu- 
laeroas  hands  dismisaed  from  the 
merchant  service^^he  very  best  only 
diat  offered: 

The  ctrcumstance  which  may  be 
aid  to  have  laid  the  foundation  of 
this  Tictory,  and  which  does  equal 
honour  to  the  ooanige  and  skill  of 
admiral  Duncan,  was,  his  running 
his  fleet  between  the  enemy  and  a 
lee  shore:  a  step  which,  we  be- 
lieve, no  other  ^miral  had  ever 
dared  to  take  before,  in  similar 
drcomstances.  Theadmiral'sjudge- 
ment,  in  dosing  the  contest  In  pro- 
per time,  and  in  extricating  his  fleet 
and  prices  from  so  difficult  a  situa- 
4ioo,  was  equal  to  his  boldness  in  . 
haaardmg  to  dedsive  a  measure. 
The  battle  was  fought  so  near  the 
shore  that-evety  manoeuvre  might 
be  distinctly  seen ;  and  the  whole 
coast,  for  many  miles,  was  cronded 
with  thousands  of  spectators,  who 
had  the  mortiflcation  of  observing 
the  entire  destmction  of  their  fleet, 
without  the  possibility  of  affording 
it  any  rdief. 

This  splendid  victory  was  re- 
warded by  the  most  general  and 
lively  joy,  admiration  and  gratitude, 
from  the  king  on  the  throne  to  the 
veiy  beggar  in  the  street.  His 
merit,  it  was  observed,  was  in  pro- 
portion tp  the  di^culties  he  was 
forced  to  encounter.  His  perse- 
verance had  been  tried  in  a  cold 
dimate^  on  a  stormy  sea,  and  in  a 
contest  witb  a  hardy,  rugged,  and 
resdntepeople.  But  there  was  an- 
other drcamstance  that  endeared 
admiral  Doncan  to  all  men,  and 
prepared  them  to  participate  in  hi<i 
fortune.    He  was  not  only  a  brave 


and  skilful  officer,  but  a  modest,  rt- 
ligpious,  and  good  man,  aiid  bad> 
lately,  had  occasion  to  signalize  alt 
these  qualities,  as  shall,  by  and  by, 
be  related.  , 

This  proved  a  victory  of  the  roost 
acknowledged  importance  to  Great 
Britain.     It  extinguished,  at  once, 
all    the    remaining    hopis  of   the 
French  to  make  that  impressive  at- 
tempt upon    Ireland,  from  whioK 
they  had  conceived  snch  expecta* 
tions.     Nor  was  it  Ireland  aloi^e 
on  which  they  had  built  the  most 
decisive  projects.     England  was  no 
less  a  part,  if  it  was  not,  in  fact, 
the  principal  object  in  their  view, 
under  the  avowed  plan  of  ci^rvix^ 
their  arms  into  the  sister  kingdom. 
What  renders  this  surmise,  which 
was,  in  troth,  the  opinion  of  many, 
at  this  time,  not  in  the  least  m* 
probable,   a   pamphlet   had   been 
written  in  France,  under  the  aus- 
pices of  the  directory,  and  pub- 
lished by  their  orders,  which  Lad 
been,  during  the  summer,  circulated 
with  uncommon  industry.  .  It  was 
an  address  to  the  French  nation  at 
large,  inviting,  and  exhorting.iit  to 
revenge  upon  the  Bnglish.     "  Eng- 
land, the  directory  said^  was  the 
richest  country  in  the  world,  and 
they  would  give  it  up  tp  the  French 
to  be  plundered  by  ihem.      You. 
shall  march,  said  the  address,  to  the; 
capital  of  that  haughty  nation ;  you 
shall  seize  the  immense  heaps  of 
gold  in  the  bank  of  London  ^  the 
prodigious  wealth  contained  in  their 
shops,,  their  warehouses,  andtheiir 
magazines;  the  riches  contained  in 
their  gilded  palaces  and  their  stately    . 
mansioi^s;  the  accumulations  of  pub- 
lic and  private  property;  (he  trea- 
sures, in  short,  pf  every  species  that 
are  to   be  found  in  that  opulent 
country,   and  you    will  return  to 
[II 3]  ?rancf 
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Fnmpe  loaded  with,  the  spoils  of 
rbe  Epglish."  This  curious  address 
concluded  by  .assuring  them,  that 
whatever  they  took  should  be  their 
f)wn>  and  that  government  would 
Tf quire  no  participation  in  the 
plunder  of  England.  They  should 
"be  supplied  with  arms  and  aosmu- 
nition  for  this  great  undertaking, 
and  with  vesnels  to  carry  them  over. 
Once  landed,  they  would  soon  find 
the  way  to  London,  and  their  prow- 
ess would  atchieve  all  the  rest. 

This  publication^  which  made 
'  much  noise  at  the  time,  was  very 
-acceptable  to  the  mass  of  the  peo- 
ple, whose  hatred  to  the  English 
lias  alu'ays  been  notorious,  and 
numbers  had  actually  resolved  to 
join  an  expedition  of  this  nature  -, 
but  the  sober-minded  strongly  con- 
demned a  proclamatioii,  for  such  it 
was  in  reality,  calling  upon  men 
to  enter  into  so  frantic  an  under- 
taking, as  that  of  one^  nation  rising 
in  a  ^y  to  plunder  another,  divj- 
d<d  from  it  by  the  sea,  guarded  by 
fleets  that  had'  tranquished  their  own, 
land  destroyed  all  their  commerce, 
and  that  was,  at  th^same  tinne,  ful- 
ler of  resolute  and  disciplined  men 
than  they  had  shippin];;  enough  to 
bring  over,  had  the  prioject,  held  out 
to  them,  existed  in  the  real  contem- 
plation of  their  rulers. 

But  there  was  another  schenie,  on 
foot  at  this  time,  which,,  though  by 
the  intelligent  world  esteemed  im- 
practicable, did  not,  however,  parry 
the  appearance  of  such  extrava- 
gance as  the  formen  This  was  to 
collect  as  large  an  army  as  they 
could  provide  ships  to  transport  to 
this  country,  and  to  invade  it  at 
8e\*eral  places  They  did  not  seem 
to  appi^e|iend  much  obstrnction  to 
|helai)ding  pf  this  aimy,  when  di9T 


tributed  into  various  parts,  evegf 
one  of  which,  being  considerable, 
would  require  an  adequate  force  to 
oppose  it.  They  dwelt,  also,  with 
particular  confidence,  on  the  supe- 
rior experience,  and  soldiership  of 
the  men  that  would  be  employedjo 
an  enterprize  of  such  importance, 
and  on  the  ignorance  id  practical 
war  of  the  £nglish  soldiery,  whose 
native  courage  was  not  superior  to 
that  of  the  Frendi,  whik  their  total 
nnacquaintance  with  the  reality  of 
those  scenes,  in  the  rtspresentation  of 
which  they  might  excel,  did  not  en- 
tiile  them  to  a  comparison  with  ve? 
terans. 

Such  were  the  ideas  of  the  many 
individuals  in  PVanpe,  thatlooked  forr 
ward  toau  attempt  ol'thisnatuie,  with 
no  small  degree  of  confidence.  Tlie 
.  government  itself,  ^whether  of  their 
opinion,  or  with  a  view  tp  cieatean 
alarm  in  this  country*,  formally 
gave  them  countenance.  Nume- 
rous forces  werecoUecttd,  on  which 
was  bestowed  the  appellation  of  the 
army  of  England.  It  wa^  put  under 
the^comroand  of  Buonaparte;  and, 
it  wa9  not  ('•oubfed,  that  th^  fame 
pf  this  conqueror  of  Italy  would 
strike  the  Epglish  with  terror,  as  it 
had  done  ^o  many  others,  and  that 
the  same  success  would  attcud  him 
which  he  had  cons^tanll}'  met  with, 
in  all  his  entei prizes. 

It  V  as .  therefore,  a  great  jnort hfi- 
cation  to  the  directory,  io  see  their 
principal  Resign  rendered  abortivp. 
The  means  of  exqcuting  it,  were 
now  taken  out  of  their  hands,  as, 
without  a  maritime  force,  tt  weie 
vain  to  attempt  av  attack  of  Eng- 
land. They  had  C(;rtain)y  incurred 
a  large  expence  in  preparations. 
The  troops  assembled  in  various 
parts  of  the  repubU<J»  avowedly  Ibr 
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ihfspnrpoeQ,  formed  a  total  of  Kttle 
less  tbao  one  hundredthousaod  meo, 
and  every  appearance  indicated^ 
that  oothiog  bat  a  conviction  of  the 
ansunooiintable  dilficnities  attend- 
ing it  would  put  a  stop  to  the  nn- 
dectaking.  The  directoiy  saw  tfaeise; 
hut^  unwilling  to  discooTi^e  the 
multitude^  by  acknowledging  that 
the  two  great  victories,  gained  by 
admirab  Jenris  and  Duncan,  had 
wholly  disconcerted  their  projects^ 
they  still  cootinned  to  wear  the 
semblance  of  a  determination  to  per- 
sist, at  all  hazards,  in  a  fixed  resolve 
to  try  the  sli^pngth  of  the  English, 
iu  England  itself.  Such  were  the 
words  of  the  directory,  and  of  their 
SBpporters>  both  in  and  out  of  the 
councils.  Argi^ments,  for  the  pro- 
bability of  success,  were  copiously 
drawn  from  the  sources  of  ancient, 
and  moderq  history :  but  thc^  af- 
forded, nothing  convincing  to  judi- 
cioQS  observers:  as  the  resemblances 
of  times  and  circumstances  were  far 
from  apposite,  no  strict  Inferences 
ooold  be  drawn,  and  only  conjec- 
tures formed,  according,  as  usual, 
with  the  wi^es  of  those  who  made 
them.  The  warnQth  of  tlie  French 
in  describing  the  multifarious  means 
they  voiild  einploy  .to  compass  the 
great  point  of  landing,  was  contrast- 
ed with  the  OQolness  of  the  Euglish, 
in  allowing  its  feasibility,  bi|t  in 
uigjng*  ^t  the  same  time,  the  pro- 
balnlity,  or  rather,  the  certainty  of 
no  force  being  put  on  shore,  (hat 
wodd  not  have  to  encounter  one 
much  greater,  and  better  provided. 
The  circumstance  of  being  inexpe- 
rienced, so  much^nsiste4  on  by 
the  French,  was  held  frivolous  by 
the  Enj^lish,  whpn  they  recollected 
how  well  tbe  French  theinsdves  bad 
b^ved,  in  tbe  campaign  of  1 792, 
potwitli^tandin^  that  tJiey  were  in 


the  samepredjcameat  in  which  they 
repreaentedthe  £n^ish,  \&iy  few 
of  their  troops,  at  t^t  time,  having 
everseen actual  service.  They  would 
not  surely  have  tbe  vanity  to  think, 
the  English  theii  inferiors  in  bodily 
strength  and  activity,  nor  possessed 
o(  less  aptitude  to  acquire  the 
knowledgeof  military  discipline  and 
tactics. 

But  setting  these  particular  con- 
siderations aside,  Eprope  was  tho- 
roughlyipersuaded*  that  unless  Fraiice 
could  recover  a  greater  degree  oc 
maritimestrength,  than  that  to  which 
it  was  now  rechiced,  all  its  attempts 
to  invade  this  country  would  either 
be  frustrated,  or,  in  the  issue  of  a 
debarkation,  terminate  in  the  defeat 
and  capture  of  those  troops  that 
might  venture  to  land,  either  &- 
voured  by  the  casualties  of  weather^ 
or  by  the  absence  of  those  numerous 
sbipsof  war  that  guarded  the  British 
coast,  but  of  which  the  vigilance 
could  not,  in  the  nature  of  things, 
extend  to  every  accessible  part. 
These  laudings,.  in  the  mean  time, 
could  only  succeed  through  stealth  ^ 
the  moment  they  were  effected, 
tbe  ships  of  v(rar  and  transjports, 
must,  of  necessity,  inake  off  with 
the  utmost  precipitation,  lest  they 
should  be  discovered  and  captured ; 
a  fate  which  the^'  would  hardly 
ever  escape.  Thus  cut  ojS*  fron:i 
communication,  and  supplies,  their 
troops,  ashore,  could  not  fail  to  un« 
dergo  a  similar  destiny, 

it  was,  therefore,  with  great  rea- 
son, that  the  public,  in  Great  Bri- 
tain, testified  their  exultation  at  the 
triumphs  obtained  by  tbe  British 
navy,  and  expressed  their  contempt 
for  tlie  endeavours  of  the  French 
to  lessen  their  importance,  and  to 
magnify  their  own  capacity,  to  exe- 
cute their  designs  against  this  CQun< 

LH4]   .  try, 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


104]        ANNUAL    REGISTER,.  1797. 


try,  m  defiance  of  its  naral  supe- 
riority. To  the  sense  of  tlie  natipa, 
and  the  nniversal  applause  bestowed 
upon  admiral  Duncan  for  the  emi- 
nent service  rendered  to  it  by  his 
great  victory^  on  the  eleventh  of 
October,  the  government  added  that 
;remuneratipn  which  he  so  amply 
deserved.  He  was  raised  to  the 
dignity  of  the  peerage^  and  the 
title  of  viscount  Caraperdown  con- 
ferred upon  him>  from  that  town 
on  the  Dutch  shore^  in  sight  of 
frl^ich  the  fleet  of  the  Batavian 


r^blic  had  received  so  aignd  ar 
deifeat. 

The  people  of  the  Seven  Pro- 
vinces now  ezperiemiedy  more  than 
ever,  the  calainities  brought  upon 
thecb  by  their  junction  with  France^ 
or  rather  by  their  subjection  to  that 
ambitious  power,  which  they  had 
been  rightly  forewarned  would  com- 
pel them  to  become  the  insiniments 
of  its  views,  as  soon  as  tbey  should 
be  so  unfortunate  as  to  be  obliged 
to  depend  on  its  good  faith  anid  pro^ 
tectioo. 
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CHAP.    VIIL 


life  ting  of  ParUamenL — His  Majesty^  s  Speech. '■^Delates  on  the  M" 
dress  in  the  House  of  Lords, — jifid  in  the  House  ofComvmons, —  French 
Invasion  threatened, — Measures  proposed  hy  the  M%7nster^for  the  De^ 
fence  of  the  Country. — Delates  thereon  in  lothHouses  of  Parliament, -^ 
Bills  far  augmenting  the  Militia^  Army,  and  Navy,  passed  into  Laws, 
^Bill  passed  into  a  Law  for  raising  a  Militia  in  Scotland, 


ON  the  sixth  of  October,  1796. 
hisBritannic  majesty  addressed 
a  new  parliament  on  the  state  of 
the  nation^  in  both  its  external  and 
internal  rdations,  and  the  corres- 
pondent measures  of  bis  govern* 
ment.    He  told  them,  that  he  had 
omitted  no  endeavours  for  setting 
onfootn^ociations  toT^tore  peace 
to  Europe,  and  to  secure,  for  the 
fntore,  the  general  tranquillity.*  But 
noching,  he  observCjd,  could  co'ntri* 
ixite  so  efiectually  to  this  end,  as  to 
manifest  that  we  possess,  both  the 
detennination  and  resources  to  op- 
pose with  encreased  activity  and 
Qwrgf,  the    farther    efforts'  with 
which  we  may  bare  to  Contend. 
This  was  peculiarly  necessary  at 
a  moment  when  the  enemy  had 
openly  manifested  the  intention  cf 
attempting  a  descent  on  these  king- 
doms. The  flourishing  state  and 
prosperous  exertions  of  the  navy 
were  next  noticed,  and  our  mi)ir 
taiy  operations  in    the  East  and 
Westlndies,  which  had  been  highly 
iKmoorable  to    the  British    arms. 
Speaking  of  the  fortune  of  the  war 
(0  the  continent,  his  majesty  took 


an  opportunity,  with  the  most  per- 
fect propriety,  to  pay  a  public  tri- 
bute of  praise  to  the  archduke 
Charles,  under  whose  auspicious 
conduct  such  a  turn  had  lately  been 
given  to  the  course  of  the  war,  ^ 
might  inspire  a  well-grounded  con- 
fidence, that  the  final  result  of  the 
campaign  would  prove  more  dis- 
astrous to  the  enemy  than  its  com- 
mencement and  progress,  for  atime, 
were  favourable  to  their  hopes. 
With  regard  to  tlie  apparently  hos- 
tile dispositions  and  conduct  of  the 
court  of  Madrid,  the  final  result  of 
these  was  yet  uncertain.  His  ma- 
jesty proceeded  to  notice  the  flou- 
rishing state  of  the  commerce^  ma- 
nufactures, and  revenueof  this  counr 
try  3  the  prospect  ofretuming  plenty  I 
the  repression  of  anarchy  and  confu- 
sion ;  and  the. continuance  of  the 
public  IranquiUity.  An  address  to 
his  majesty,  in  answer  to  the  speech 
from  the  throne,  was  moved  by  the 

Earl  of  Bathurst,  who,  after  cus-  < 
tomary  apologies  for  himself,  andl 
some  observations  on  the  import- 
ance of  the  subject  on  which  he 
;wsts  about  to  offpr  a  motion  to  th^r 
lordships, . 
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lordships,  proceeded  to  make  a 
comment  in  illustration  and  com- 
mendation of  ih&  speech  from  the 
throne,  and  concluded  with  moving 
an  address,  assenting  entirely  to  the 
Bentht>ents  expressed  by  bis  majes- 
ty, and  returning  tlianks  6>r  hia 
gracious  communications. 

The  carl  of  Upper  Ossory,  >vho 
seconded  the  address/ commen ted, 
*  also,  with  much  comipcodation,  ofi 
the  apeech  from  the  tbronje.  He 
ejipreissed  a  hope  that  a  peace,  if  it 
could  be  obtained,  would  not  4>e 
partispl,  put  copiprehend  in  it  the 
honour  and  scourity  of  our  allies. 

If  it  could  not  be  obtained,  this 
be  conceived  would  be  owing  ra- 
ther to  the  haughtiness  of  the  ene- 
my than  to  any  want  of  modera- 
tion on  our  part ;  and  the  tailure  of 
the  negociation  wou)d/at  least,  have 
Ihegood  cflfcct  of  uoiling  us  all  in 
one  effort  to  compel  thtm,  by  force 
of  arms,  to  submit  to  reasonable 
terms.  His  lordship  was  full  and 
^animated  in  his  praise  of  the  arch- 
.  duke  Charles.  On  the  conduct  of 
another  power  (Spain)  he  was  not 
able  to  pronounce  a  pancgyxi  c  y 
but  as  he  hardly  ki)ew  the  relation 
in  which  we  stood  to  that  pQwer, 
he  deemed  it  prudent,  at  present, 
to  be  silent. 

The  earl  Fitzwillidm  recalled 
Jo  their  lordships  mind  how 'warm 
an  advocate  he  had  been  for  the 
war  from  its  commencement,  from 
an  opinion  of  its  necp&sity ;  an  opi- 
nioQ  in  which  he  was  now,  by  a- 
.long  series  of  events,  more  and 
more  confirmed.  The  original  de- 
signs of  the  enemy,  tended  to 
the  destruction  of  every  species 
of  government,  and  the  i  total  sub- 
version of  society.  He  had  trusted 
that  he  should  not  have  heard  a 
yrord  of  negociation,  like  that  which 


had  been -mentioned,  and  waa  sar- 
prized  to  find  such  expressions  used 
as  were  common  at  the  end  of  an 
ordinary  war.    Finding  the  address 
proposed    by   the  noWe    carl   re- 
echoed to  the  crown,  only  viagac 
and  loose  expressions  concerning 
that  negociation,  without  the  least 
attention  to  the  grand  principle  on 
which  the  war  was  begun,  he  was 
constrained  to  dedare  that  be  should 
stand  in  opposition  to  it>  for  he  felt 
it  impossible  to  give  it  bis  concur- 
rence.   The  great  object  of  the  war 
was  the  restoration  of  prdcr,    not 
with  regard  to  the  internal  mode 
ofgovcrnment,  which  the   enemy 
might  chuse  to  adopt,  but  with  rc-r 
gard  to  the  influence  of  their  cxtex- 
nal  desirus ;  for,  at  tlie  commence* 
ipent  of.  the  war,  their    internal 
system    of  government   was    not 
more  dangerous  than  the  present, 
but  the  in&ucnce  of  their  opinions 
and  deigns,  externally,  was  terrific. 
To  restore  order,  to  defend  the  ci- 
vilized slates  of   Europe    against 
die  dangers  that  threaierjed  them, 
to    protect  .persoiis   ^nd   property 
froip  a  fatal  devastation,  and  sup- 
press tnp  tepdpncy  of  innovating 
and  pernicious  doctrines,  were  the 
oMensible  objects  of  the  war.  Upon 
these  principles  their  lordships  ba4 
engaged  in  the  war,  and  upon  these 
principles,   they  had  ^uppprted  it. 
What  then  was  the  nature  s^hd  the 
purport  of  the  proposed  address  ? 
Why,  it  was  neither  more  nqr  less 
than  a  recomniendation  (Q  his  ma- 
jesty to  acknowledge  and  approve 
that.sybtem  he  had  formerly  repro-:  - 
bated  and  opppsisd.    If  there  were 
any  wisdogl  in  hegouiating  now, 
the, same  \^isdpm  should  have  been 
manifested  four  years  ago,  for  he 
defied  any  man  to  look  bapk  and 
say,  tha^  the  sam^  causes  which 
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nted  then*  and  praved  the  neces* 
tity  of  the  war,  did  not  exist  now. 
The  system  of  subversioo  of  every 
acknowledged  principle  and  esrab* 
Ibbed  iostitation  eontlniied  still  to 
predominate,    The  wisdom  of  the 
first  measures,  which  were  adopted 
to  oppose  this   dangerous  evil,  be 
bad  always  approved,  and  cxperiT- 
cocehadconfirmed.  What  then  was 
there  DOW,  In  the  aspect  of  public 
a&irs,  to  reqpire  a  deviation  fiom 
a  conduct  sanctioned  by  po^cy,  and 
justified  by  events  ?     Was  the  sys^ 
tem  which  had  rouzed  our  atten* 
tioQ,  and  d^nanded  our  exertions, 
oow extinct  ?    Or,  was  it   still  the 
rule,  by  which  the  conduct  of  the 
enemy  was  directed  ?    Their  lord- 
ships  ooght  to  compare  the  views 
of  Franoe,  at  that  period,  with  the 
plans  which  they  prosecut^^i  now. 
Thc'gieat  and   powerful  govcrn- 
nents  of  Europe  were  not  the  first 
vho  were  attacked  by  the  spirit  of 
aggression  with  which  the  ensmy 
were  actuated,  but  the  inferior  and 
feeble  states  had  felt   their  over- 
bearing infiuence,  and   their  sub- 
versive authority. .   Such  instances 
aanounced  iheir  intention,  and  sue-? 
cess  was  to  afford  the  means  of  ex- 
tending the   application    of   their 
prindplea.     Now  wc  might  observe 
the  prevalence  of  (he  same  disposi- 
tions.  They  were  avowed  in  re- 
ptated  prodamatlons,  in  which  their 
determinations  to  overturn  the  estab- 
lished order  of  thecoun tries,  to  w  hifch 
they  could  dictate^  was   renewed. 
U  W|B  not  their  arms  which  we  had 
to  dread,  but  the  system  by  which 
their  success  was  acco m pan i ed.   He 
begged  iheir  Jord^hips  to  consider 
the  instance     of    Sardinia.      No 
sooner  was  the  king  of  Sardinia 
compelled  to  submit  to  accept  a 
peace  from   France,   tha^  ii  was 


succeeded  by  thdr  intcrfeppnce  in 
the  internal  administration  of  bis 
Kovernment.    They  insisted  upon 
his  restoring  to  their  liberty,  and  to 
their  effects,  all   the  persons  who 
bad  been  condemned  to  imprison- 
ment, or  to  penalties,  fbr  the  pro- 
pagation of  their  anarchical    doc- 
trines. At  Ronoe  they  had  signalized 
their    triumph,  by    imposing  the 
same  degrading  conditions.     Were 
their  lordships  prepared  to  submit 
to  such  indignities  ?     Would  they    , 
act  even  so  as   to  invite  such  dis- 
graoeful  interference  >  Would  they 
endure  thebadgeof  disorder,  which 
the  Icing  of   Prussia  had  allowed 
in  bis  dominions  ?    In   fieilin  the 
standard  of  insurrection  was  reared, 
-the  national  cockade  was  worn  to 
attract  partizans,  and  propagate  the 
principles,  of  which  it  was  the  em- 
blfin.-    And  were  their  lordships 
-prepared    to    allow    the    national 
cookade  to  be  worn  in  this  country 
by  every  man  whom   the  French 
directory  might  cbuse  to  cQosidei 
as  a  Frenchman  }    By  arms  alone 
these  attempts,  and  these  disgraces, 
are  to  be  resisted. 

Lord  Fitz William,  having  thus  re- 
minded their  lordships  of  the  princi- 
ples on  which  the  war  was  underta- 
ken, of  the  measures  which  were  first 
adopted,  and  of  the  undiminished 
nexesRity  for  the  prosecution  ot 
these,  in  order,  to  attain  the  great 
ends  of  general  securit}' ;  and  hav- 
ing also  mentioned  the  conduct  of 
tlie  British  forces,  on  which  his  ma- 
jesty^s  speech  had  bestowed  the 
best  deserved  praise ;  moved,  aft  an 
amendment,  the  insertion  of  what 
follows :  ' '  '1  hat  this  house,  strongl  y 
impressed  with  the  'justice  and  ne- 
cessity, ot  the  present  war,  carried 
on  for  the  maintenance  of  civil  and 
moral  ojrder  in  tlie  worlds  and  tor 
securing 
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Fecuring  the  balance  of  power  in 
Kurope,  and  the  independence  oi'  all 
states,  will  continue  to  give  his  ma- 
jesty a  vigorous  support,  in  assert- 
ing the  general. cause  of  his  mnjes- 
ty,  and  his  allies,  and  fpr  preserving 
the  good  faith  J  dignity,  and  honour, 
ot  the  crown  j  in  full  assurance, 
(hat  no  steps  will  be  taken  incon- 
sistent with  these  principles,  or 
M'ith  the  future  safety  and  prospe- 
rity of  these  kingdoms:  and  should 
the  apparently  hostile  dispositions  of 
the  tx)Urt  of  Madrid,  instigated  by 
tlic  intrigues  and  mewaces  of  the 
common  enemy,  put  his  majesty 
under  ihe  necessity  of  repsliing  force 
by  force,  bis  majesty  may  rely  on  the 
determination  of  this  house  to  give 
his  majesty  the  most  ample  sup- 
port in  defending,  against  every 
aggression,  the  dignity,  rights,  and 
interests,  of  the  British  empire." 

The-earl  of  Guildford,  though  he 
did  not  oppose  the  address,  but^  on 
the  conti'ary,  felt  great  pleasure  in 
being  able  most  cordially  to  agree 
with  what  bad  been  so  ably  moved  by 
bis  noble  friend,  nevertheless  found 
it  necessary  for  him  to  make  a  few 
observations  on  the  subject.  The 
leading  feature  of  the  address,  as  bad 
been  justly  observed,  was  to  *'  re- 
turn thanks  to  his  majesty  foj:  his 
most  gracious  iofoimattou,  that  he 
would  immediately  send  a  person  to 
Paris,  with  full  powers  to  treat,  and 
that,  it  was  his  majesty's  most  anxi- 
ous wish,  tliac  the  measure  might 
lead  to  a  general  restoration  of 
peace/*  If  a  safe,  honourable,  and 
permanent,  peace,  could  now  be  ob- 
tained, he  would  sit  down  content- 
ed with  all  the  obloquy  and  abuse 
which  had  been  so  plentifully  heap- 
ed upon  himself,  and  those  with 
whom  hfr  had  the  Iwnour  to  act  for 
the  last  three  years.    The  atchieve- 


roentsof  the  archduke  Charles,  be 
said,  were  noble  and  splendid  in  »hc 
extreme,  and,  he  firmly  bsUc  vcd, 
they  had  been  the  means  uf  saving 
the  house  of  Austria,  and  the  whde 
^of  the  Germanic  body,  from  a  state 
of  the  greatest  humiliation.  It*  these 
fortunate  atchi  evements  should  ope- 
rate, as  he  hoped  they  would,    to 
serve  as  an  advantageous  means  of 
cool,  temperate,  and  rational,  nego- 
ciation,  they  ought  to  be  considered 
as  on^ns  of  great  happiness   to  us 
and  cur  ally  -,    if,  on  the  contrary, 
they  should  have  th'-.  fatal  tendenc/ 
of  reviving  tl:c  inatispicious  hopes 
formerly  entertained,  and  caiijse  the 
parties  to  rise  in  their  demands,  so 
as  to  be  the   means  6f  prolonging 
this  miserable  and  unavailing  con^ 
test, then  they  would,, and  ought  to, 
be  looked  upon  as  evils  and  misfor- 
tunes of  the  deepest  dye ;  and  he 
was  afraid  they  would  be  felt  as 
such,  not  only  by  people  of  the  pre- 
sent day,  but   by  their  posterity? 
for  a  length  of  time  to  come.     His 
lordship  then  said,  there  was  one 
part  of  what  was  contained  in  the 
address,  as  well  as  in  the-speech  of 
•the  noble  mover,  which  he  could 
liot  suft'er  to  pass  without  making 
a  comment;  it  was  this:  *'  That 
the   internal    tranquillity    of    the 
kingdom  had  remained  undisturb- 
ed, and  the  endeavours  of  persons 
to  introduce  anarchy  had  been  re- 
pressed, by  the  wisdom  and  energy 
of  the  laws."     It  was  y^  true, 
his  lordship  said,  that  the  tranquil 
lity  of  the  kingdom  had  remained 
undisturbed ;  and  it  was  with  the 
greatest  pleasure  he  could  give  his 
te^timonytothis  triuh.    He  believ- 
ed also,  that  this  had  been  owing 
to  the  love  and  reverence  the  people 
entertained  for  the  laws  of  their 
country  j  but  if,  by  *'  the  wisdom 

and 
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end  energy  of  the  laws,"  an  allusion 
\V33   intended  to  be    made  to  two 
escraordinary   bills  which  had  been 
passed  in  the  last  session  of  the  last 
parliament,  he  believed  the  allusion 
would  .be>   indeed,  unfounded  3  it 
was  tranqiiiliity,  in  his  opinion,  not 
at  ail  to  be  attributed  to  such  a 
cause  ;    be   was '  convinced  it  was 
qaice  the  contrary :  those  bills  were 
hdd  in  abhorrence  by  the   people, 
but  who,  at  the  same  tinie,  held' in 
the  highest  respect  the  wisdom  and 
energy  of  the  known  constitutional 
common  law  of   the    land.     The 
nohie  earl  then  said«  that,  conceiv- 
ing a  peace    to    be    the    greatest 
blessing  this  country  could  at  pre- 
sent wish,  be  bad  readily  and  cor- 
dially come  forward  in  support  of 
tbe  present  address  5  but  he  begged 
their  lordships  would  understand, 
that,  by  so  doing,  he  did  not  mean 
to  precltide  himself  from  the  right 
he  had  to  enquire,  at  any  future 
period,  into  the  canses  which  had 
been  the  origioal  occasiilin  of  the 
present  calamitous  contest,  and  the 
conduct  of  those  who  had  been  Ihe 
raeans  of  planing  us  into  it.  These 
were  tbe  subjects  of  the  first  mag- 
nitude, and  would  hereafter  demand 
the  stiictest  and  most  minute  in- 
vestigation ;  and,  having  thns  made 
tbeeeobaenrationa  and  reservations, 
he  would  DO  longer  trespass  on  the 
time  ofihe  house,  but  immediately 
coDclode,  by  giving  his  hearty  con- 
conence  to  (he  motion  for  the  ad- 
dress, •  . 

Lord  Grenville  forbore  to  enter 
at  large^^  into  any  argument  on  all 
tikepoints  on  which  the  earl  of  Guild- 
M  had  expressed  a  difference  of 
opinion;  on  two  only  he  would  make 
aveiy  few  observations*  Alluding 
to  what  had  fatten  froDfi.  his  lordship 
concerning  that  part  of  the  speech 


from  the  throne,  which  ascrib9d  the 
internal  tranquillity  of  the  kingdom 
to  "  the  wisdom  and  energy  of  the 
laws,"  he  said,  that,  partial  or  con- 
ditional agreement  was  a  tribute 
which  he  was  as  little  acciistomed 
as  desirous  to  receive  from  any  man  ; 
yet'  certainly  jevery  person  was  at 
liberty  to  indulge  and  express  his 
own  opinion.  For  his  own  part, 
he  was  clearly  of  opinion,  that  the 
bills,  passed  last  session,  had  con- 
tributed very  greatly  to  repress  the 
M>int  of  anarchy,  and  had,  there-^ 
fore,  tended  highly  towards  the  pre- 
servation of  the  public  and  internal 
tranquillity.  He  retained  all  the 
opinions  he  had  formerly  entertained 
on  the  subject,  and  experience  bad 
only  served  to  confirm  their  pro- 
priety and  justice.  As  for.  the 
threatened  inquiry  into  the  causes 
of  the  war,  and  the  conduct  of  those 
who  had  the  management  of  it,  he, 
for  one,  w^s  ready  to  meet  the  trial, 
and  to  taj^e  his  full  share  of  respon- 
sibility for  all  its  consequences. 

A  noble  earl  had  stated  it  as  in- 
consistent with  the  principles  on 
which  the  war  was  undertaken,  ta 
treat  wijth  any  other  goArernment  in 
France  than  a  monarchy*  That  the 
existenoe  of  a  rcpublic  in  France- 
was  an  insufferable  bar  to  negocia* 
tion,  and  that  monarchy  was  indis- 
pensible,  was  a  calumny  which  his 
majesty's  ministers  had  every  season 
found  it  necessary  to  contradict. 
They  had  expressed,  what  they  still 
believed,  that  the  best  issue  to  the 
contest  would  be,  the  re-establish- 
ment of  monarchy  in  France,  yet 
they  had  never  pledged  themselves, 
much  less  the  parliament,  to  an 
opinion  so  wild  and  extravagant,^ 
as  that,  withouti  the  attainment  of 
this  object,  there  was  no  hope  or 
possibility  of  peace.  It  was  some- 
what 
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Ifirliat  strange,  in  the  nbble  earl^  to 
>  infer,  trom  the  opening  of  a  pegoci^ 
ation,  that  the  worst  tetin^  would 
be  conclude^i  '  He  saw  nothing  in 
the  state  of, this  country  that  sho'uld 
lead  us  to  embrace  any  other  than 
just,  honourablei  and  sdfe,  condi* 
lions  of  peace* 

The  6arl  of  Abhigdon  fepoke 
against  the'  address,  particularly 
tijraittst  what  refenrd  to  the  tw6 
odious  bills,  passed  in  the  last  session 
of  parliament.  The  people  of  England 
f>os8e8sed  rights  which  were,  not 
derived  either  from  king,  lords,  oi* 
commons ;  and  which  neither  king, 
iord,8,  nor  commons^  could  take 
away. 

The  earl  Fitiwitliam  Said,  that 


The  address  to  Kis  ^lajesty  i^ra^ 
moved,  in  the  house, of  conimons^ 
by  the  lord  viscount  Morpeth.  I-Iis 
lordshipy  after  apologizing  for   his 
inexperience    in    piihlic    speaking, 
and  expressitig  his  hope  tfilft    He 
shoiitd   eXpeficnce  the  indulgence 
df  the  hbitse  on  (he  present  oct'aaion^ 
said,  that  he  considered  if  as  in^uixi<* 
bent  On  those,  who  had  the  honour 
df  a  seat  in  that  houte^  to  come  for^ 
ward,  ^s  sOon  as  possible,  to  give 
their  opinions  on  public  affairs.    ITtf 
trusted  that  the  sentiments  arrowed 
in  his  itiajesty's  speech  Would  tend 
to  reconcile  that  variety  and  op-* 
position   of  sentiment   i^hich   had 
hitherto   subsisted ;    fof,  whatever 
opinions  might  be  entertained 


though  he  never  had  asserted  that     specting  the  origin  of  the  war,.a&d 
tninistets  made    the  restoration  of    the 


monarchy  in  France,  a  Jtne  qua  noH 
towards  nkaking  peace,  yet  he 
thought,  that  I  while  they  encou- 
raged and  engaged  those, from  whose 
e^rts  the  restoration  of  monarchy 
was  to  be  expected  $  this  was,  in 
fact,  implied,  as  the  wish,  intention^ 
and  object,  of  the  British  councils^ 

liord  Greuville  asserted,  again < 
that  ministry  had  never  -said  that 
the  formation  of  any  government  in 
France  v^uM  preclude-  them  from 
nrgociating  for  peace,  when  an 
opportunity  occurred  that  they 
thought  would  be  favourable  to 
the  interests  of  this  country. 

The  motion  for  the  address  then 
passed  in  the  affirmative. 

A  protest  against  this  vote  was 
entered  in  the  journals,  hy  the 
earl  FitzwiUiam  ;  to  which,  as  it 
breathes  the  genuine  spirit  first 
rouzedj  and,  perhaps,  still  actuated 
to  a  greater,  extent  than  was  ac- 
knowledged by  the  British  govern* 
ment,  we  have  given  a  place  among 
the  State  Papers  in  vol.  2(xxviii« 


manner  in  which  it  had  been 
conducted,  it  must  give  them  satis« 
faction  to  concur  in  a  motion  that 
had  for  its  object  afr  hofiottrable 
peace.    Those  who  thought  that 
this  War  was  just  and  necessary  in 
its  commencement^  and  unavoidabl* 
in  its  continuance*  must  rejoice  that 
the  period    was    arrived  m  ^hich 
thei^  existed  a  Freneh  government 
of  such  stability  and  'permanence 
that  might  be  ttieated  with  safely. 
He  hoped,  at  the  sanie  timej  thart 
we  should  tiot  neglect  to  etfijKloy 
our  resources  in  such  ifianner  as  tor 
shew,  that,  while  we  ^re  desirows  oP 
peace,  we  are  nevertheless'  in  a  con* 
dilion  to  continue  the  contest.   He' 
proceeded  to  justify  the  tfp^ech  from 
the  thrdhe  in  all  its  pofitiootA :  the 
flourishing  state  of  our  trade  and 
commerce,  the  valour  of  our  fleets 
and  armies,  our  dominions  at  sea,  the' 
bravery  of  our  Austrian  allies,  the 
"wise    and    hemic  conduct  of  the 
archduke  Charles,  and  our  tntemal 
tranquillity.  His  lordship  con.cluded 
his  speech  with  a  motion  for  an  ad' 
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^re$s  to  his  aajesty,  for  his  most  fj^n- 
cious  speech  mm  the  throne.  The 
addiesscbrrespondedtas  usual,  to  the 
speech,  which  it  mtirely  approved. 

This  motion  was  seconded  by  sir 
W.  Lowtber,  who  was  unwilling 
to  trespass  on  the  time  and  attention 
of  the  house,  by  going  over  the 
ame  grounds  that  had  been  so  ably 
discussed  by  lord  Morpeth.  He 
vould  only  say  a  word  or  two  on 
ooepoini:  the  internal  situation  of 
this  country.  If  the  persons  now 
exercising  the  powers  of  govern- 
ment in  France  were  seriously  in* 
cBaed  for  peace,  he  was  ftilly  per- 
suaded that  it  would  be  obtained. 
B'jt  no  time,  he  observed,  was  more 
cordial  than  that  period  which  had 
preceded  the  uegociation.  He 
begged  the  house  to  consider  that 
Dotljog  could  impede  the  attain- 
taeot  of  peace  so  much  as  their 
owB  internal  dissensions  ;  he  trusted, 
therefore,  that  there  would  be  none. 
He  wotild  no  longer  detain  the 
konse,  but  give  his  voice  to  second 
the  motion  for  the  Address.  This 
bang  read  by  the  speaker, 

Mr.  Fox  rose  up,  and  said,  that  if 
he  were  to  ^ve  a  nlent  vote  to  the 
motion,  which  had  just  been  made, 
his  conduct  might  hie  snbject  to  mis« 
construction.  '*  The  striking  fea- 
ture of  his  majesty's  speech,  said 
Mr.  Fox,  is,  that  his  majesty  has  at 
length  been  advised  to  do  what  it 
has  fallen  to  my  lot  to  advise  his 
majesty's  ministen  tp  do  repeatedly 
forthehst three  years;  namely,  to 
open  a  ne^ociatioA  for-peace.  Of 
that  strikmg  feature  I  most  cordially 
and  highly  apprpve.  I  cannot  for- 
gcx  how  often  I  have  advised  this 
measure,  nor  how  often,  without 
saccess,  I  have  pressed  it  upon  mi- 
nisters. But,'howeve<-  I  may  la- 
ocDt  that  the  advice  was  not  tak«n, 


before  a  hundred  millions  of  money 
was  spenti  and  thousands  of  lives 
devoted  to  the  cfiiel  (Contest,  yet 
now  that  it  has  been  followed,  it 
must  draw  from  me,  rtiy warmest  ap« 
probation.  He  who  thought  that 
the  war  was  originally  unnecessary, 
and  that  evei^  moment  since  its 
commencement  was  a  proper  mo^ 
ment  for  commencing  a  negociation 
for  peace^  cannot  object  to  the  mea- 
sure which  his  majesty  has  announ^ 
ced,  that  he  has  been  advised  to 
take  in  the  present  moment. 

I  will  not  say  one  word  about  the 
particular  and  the  fit  time  for  such  a 
measure,  all  times  appearing  to  me 
to  be  equally  wise  and  salutary  for 
endeavouring  to  restore  to  the  peo- 
ple the  blessings  of  peace.  .  Nor 
will  I  recollect,  much  less  retaliate, 
the  personal  invectives  that  were 
thrown  against  myself;  that  an  at- 
tempt to  negociate  with  such  a  peo- 
ple Was  to  lay  his  majesty's  crown 
at  their  feet,  and  that  it  was  a  de- 
gradation of  the  honour  and  digni- 
ty of  Great  Britain ;  that  to  pro« 
pose  to  open  a  negociation  was  in 
fact  to  sue  for  peace,  and  such  con- 
duct was  neither  dignified  dor  po- 
litical. Such  was  the  hviguage  of 
the  last  parliament,  and  such  was 
the  animadversion  made  on  the  ad- 
vice which  1  then  gave.  I  will  con- 
tent myself  with  repeating  what  I 
then  said,  that "  to  propose  a  nego- 
ciation is  not  to  sue  for  peace.'*  It 
is  at  every  moment  dignified  and 
proper  to  strive 'to  restore  the  bles- 
sings of  peace;  and  it  is  certainly 
one  thing,  to  propose  a  negociation 
ia  v/liicli  terms  are  to  be  fairly  and 
manfuUy  discussed;  and  another,  to 
sue  to  your  enemy  for 'peace.  He 
who  objects  to  this  distinction  Is  not 
animated  by  that  feeling  which 
ought  ever  t^  be  uppermost  in  the 
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fnind  of  a  statesman  5  an  anxiqus 
desire  of  shortening  tlie  calamity  of 
war,andof  paving  the  way,  by  every 
practicable  means,  to  that  desijrable 
end.     lie  ougjil  ever,  therefore,  to 

*  ma!:e  it  manifest  in  his  conduct,  that 
DO  ca^?er  of  conquest,  and  no  re- 
verse of  fortune  can  divert  him 
from  that  single  object — a  negocia- 
tion  for  peace;  in  preference  to  any 
other  objccr.  I  repeat,  therefore, 
that  I  most  perff-ctly  and  enth'ely 
approve  of  the  present  measure, 
and  shall  not  now  mix  my  assent  to 
thiir.  part  of  the  adJress  with  any 
observation  on  the  tardy  and  pro- 
tracted manner  in  which  it  has  been 
at  length  resolved  upon.  And  thus 
approving  of  the  principal  feature  of 
the  address,  I  am  extremely  unwill- 
ing to  opposf  any  othei  part  of  it, 
and  wish  that  it  had  been  so  worded 
as  to  hive  engaged  the  perfect  una- 
nimity of  the  \vhole  house.  There 
are  s:^me  expressions,  however,  of 
wliich  I  must  take  hbtice,  and  I'shall 
doso  ralht  r  with  the  intention  of  ex- 
plaining the  vote  which  I  shall  give, 
than  of  moviuganyresolui'ons  upon 
them.  And  tirst,  in  the  very  <  pen- 
ing  of  the  speech,  there  is  an  ex- 
pression that  his  majesty  has  ''used 
cvc-ry  endeavour  to  open  a  negoci- 
ation  ;'*  now,«nlc-Sbby  these  words, 
•'every  endeavoar,"  it  is  meant  to 
say  that  eyefy  endeavour  has  been 
used  since  the  close  of  the  last  par- 
liament, we  ought  not  to  agree  to 
the  expression  j  for  undoubtedly 
ministers  canirot  expect  that  gentle- 

.  men  'who,  like  myself,  objected  so 
Irequently  to  their  refusal  to  exert 
any  effort  at  ail,  should  now.  acqui- 
esce in. any  asaertion,  that  they  had 
used  every  endeavour  to  brin^ 
about  a  negociatjon.  Unless,  there- 
fore, it  is  meant  to  allude  to  the  en- 
cavours  which  his   majesty  has 


made  si  nee  the  close  of  the  last  par-* 
liament,  endeavours  which  I  am 
ready  to  take  upon  trust,  1   desire 
that  it  may  be  clearly  understood 
that  I  am  not  to  be  precluded,  by  my 
vote  this  -night,  from  animadverting 
upon  his  majesty  *s  ministers,  for  their 
former  want  of  endeavours  to  bring 
about    a    negociation    for    peace. 
There  is  much  that  deserves  praise 
in  the  construction  of  the  present 
speech.    Ministers  have  omitted  the 
words  to  which  they  have  been  so 
bigottcd  heretofore,  of  the  war  hav- 
ing been  undertaken  for  "  the  cause 
of  religion,  humanity  and  social, or- 
der/ '  wordscalculatedonly  toi  nflaroe 
and  to  exasperate  the  two  nations 
against  each  other,  and  to  set  the  pro- 
bability of  peace  at  a  greater  distance ; 
neither  have  they  come   forward 
with  their  constant  and  unfounded 
phrase,  *'  that  the  war  was  acces- 
sary/*   They  haver  acted  wisely  in 
tlms  abstaining  from  intemperate 
language^  for  purely,  at  a  tune  when 
they  were  about  to  negociate  for  a 
peace,  it  would  have  been  peculi- 
arly ill-judged  and  unseasonaUe  to 
have  made  use  of  language  repul- 
sive and  bitter  to  the  people  with 
whom  you  had  to  treat;  nor  would 
it  have  been  wise  to  introduce  words 
calculated  to  prevent  unanimity  in 
this  house,  upon  tlie  course  which 
his  majesty  has  been  slowly  advised 
to  pursue  5  for,  about  the  necessity  of 
the  war,  and  all  the  jargon  of  epi- 
thets that  have  been  applied  to  il^ 
there  must  always  continue  to  be  a 
fundamerilal  difference  of  opinion. 
There   are  other    parts  of  the 
speech,  which,  perhaps,  demand  a 
little  explanation,  and  which,  if  we 
pass  over  for  the  time,  it  is  to  be 
understood,  that  I  am  left  at  full 
liberty  to  inquire  and  to  question 
"the  assertions  l^ereafter.  Sucl^is  tbe 
declaration 
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declaration  of  the  flourishing  state 
of-  our  maDufacturcs,  tiade,  and 
commerce.  I  must  take  this  upon 
trust  5  I  cannot  object  to  a  fact,  the 
proofs  of  which  I  have  not  before 
lue.  We  shall  soon  have  the  means 
of  knowing,  upon  better  authority 
than  mere  assertion,  the  state  of  the 
country ;  and  I  trust  it  will  turn 
out  to  be  prosperous  and  flrarishing. 
Oar  agreeing  to  the  assertion,  in  the 
mean  time,  most  not  be  construed 
to  preclude  us  from  enquiry,  much 
less  to  involve  our  assent.  SVhen  I 
hear,  he  said,  that,  by  the  flou- 
rishing state  of  our  manufactures, 
trade,  and  commerce,  our  resources 
are  ample  and  sufficient  for  the  crisis 
in  which  wc  are  iuvolved,  I  must 
hesitate  in  giving  credit  to  an  asser- 
tion which  is  so  little  supported  by 
the  public  appearance  of  things. 
I  must  think,  when  I  Jook  at  the 
price  of  the  general  funds  of  the 
country,  the  state  of  the  transferra- 
ble  securities  of  government,  the 
monstrous  discounts  on  the  enormous 
quantities  of  paper  diey  have  issued, 
together  with  the  daily  conferences, 
of  which  we  hear,  for  relieving  the 
pecuniary  embarrassments  of  trade, 
I  conclude  that  the  state  of  our  re- 
jjources  is  less  favourable  than  his 
majesty's  ministers  would  make  Us 
believe."  With  that  part  of  the 
address,  which  rejtjices  in  the  ge- 
neral tran«iuiirity  of  the  country, 
Mr.  Fox.  heartily  concurred, as  tran- 
quilliiy,  he  said,  is  always  a  desira- 
ble thing.  But  against  the  insinua- 
tion, that  this  tranquillity  \V3S  owing 
to  the  two  degrading,  abominable, 
and  abhorred  acts,  passed  in  the  last 
session  of  last  palianient,  he  entered 
his  most  sokmn  protest  *'  No  !  said 
he,  it  is  not  in  the  nature  of  such  laws 
to  produce  tranquillity.  They  may, 
indeed,  produce  a  forced  quiet  3 
Vox.  XXXIX. 


but  this  I  consider  as  a  real  alarm. 
Where  discussion  is  stifled,  and  men 
are  condemned  to  brood  in  secret 
over  the  grievances  which  they  feel  ; 
such  a  tranquillity  is  more  alarming 
than  tumult.  It  is  a  tranquillity 
which  every  man  who  loves  free- 
dom ought  to  see  with  paln^  and 
every  man  who  loves  order  to  con- 
template with  terror.  To  the  pro- 
tection of  the  ancient  constitution 
alone  I  ascribe  that  undisturbed  traii« 
quillity  which  the  constitution  has 
enjoyed.  Let  me  then,  sir,  be  clearly 
understood,  that  I  do  not  join  in 
this  insinuation  of  praise,  on  those 
abominuble  laws.  Much  as  I  wish 
for  a  general  approbation  of  an  en- 
deavour to  procure  peace  to  this 
country,  I  should  think  it  purchased 
at  too  dear  a  rate  if  coupled  with 
the  approbation  of  those  abhorred 
laws.  I  am  one  who  think  that 
the  whole  system  of  the  war  has 
been  a  faulty  system  ;  that  the  sys- 
tem of  domestic  politics  has  been 
equally  faulty  ;  I  must  therefore  be 
of  opinion,  that  whatever  the  result 
of  the  negocialions  may  be,  it  will 
still  be  the  duty  of  this  house  to  re- 
consider the  general  system  of  poli- 
tics arloptcd  of  late  years,  and  whe- 
ther it  be  posbible  to  go  on  if  that 
system  be  persevered  in.  Peace  is 
certainly  the  great  object;  it  is  pre- 
ferable to  any  r, ingle  object  of  poHcy  j 
but  whether  peace  will  be  eilectual, 
if  there  be  no  change  in  domestic 
politics,  may  be  a  matter  of  doubt. 
That  peace,  however,  will  be  bene- 
ficial, whatever  may  be  the  system 
pursued,  1  am  ready  to  assc^it.  if  the 
system  coiUinue  to  bo  a  bad  one, 
peace  will  diminish  the  calamities  ox 
it ;  if  it  be  amended,  peace  will  aug- 
ment the  benefits  of  it.  At  all 
events,  peace  must  be  desirable,  lu 
one  case  it  will  be  a  palliative  -,  in 
[I]  tU 
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tbf  oHicr  it  will  be  a  remedy  :  but 
in  both  casfs  it  cannot  but  be  pro- 
ductive of  good,  and,  tLcrefore,  it 
shall  have  my  warmest  support. 
The  noble  Lord  who  moved  tlie  ad- 
dress with  so  much  credit,  as  to 
justify  the  bouse  in  entertaining  the 
most  promising  expectations  of  him. 
/and  the  noble  lord  we-ll  knows  that 
it  must  at  all  times  afford  me  pecu* 
liar  pleasure  to  hear  him  distinguish 
himself  as  he  has  done  this  evening : 
/—The  noble  lord,  I  sny,  went  a  lit- 
tle farther  than  the  speech ;  and, 
speaking  of  the  proper  period  for 
negociatiun,  said,  that  the  present 
government  of  France,  possessing 
stability,  possessing  security,  was  a 
proper  government  to  ncgocigtc 
%yiih.  If  you  treat  with  a  pr.ucr, 
yon  ought  to  speak  with  respect  <;f 
I  hat  power.  It  is,  ihercfcre,  that 
I  approve  of  the  noble  lords  sen- 
timents J  for  it  must  have  struck  him, 
«  it  must  strike  t^^ery  sensible 
person,  that  if  you  mean  to  nego- 
ciate  with  the  French  government, 
you  ought  to  s])eak  with  respect 
and  civility  of  the  executive  di- 
rectory. I  wish  that  something  more 
of  this  kind  had  been  intnxiuced  in 
the  speech  and  the  address.  I  do  not 
mean  to  say,  it  was  necessary  to 
state  the  stability  and  security  of  the 
present  government  of  France  j  but 
after  all  the  jealousic};  and  personali- 
ties that  have  been  entertained,  1 
should  hnve  expected  that  his  ma- 
jesty would  have  told  us  to  whom 
he  was  sending  a  person  5  and,  if  not 
to  what  government,  at  least  to 
what  country  !  I  should  have  ex- 
pected, that  if  in  our  diflerencVs 
with  Hollatid,  his  majesty  had  sent 
a  person  on  a  mission  to  the  Hague, 
he  would  have  made  mention  of 
the  states-general.  I  did  expect, 
therefore,  that  he  would,  in  this 
case,  have  told  us,  thatr-he  meant  to 


send  a  person  to  the  executive  di? 
rectory  of  the  French  republic.  I 
perceive  gentlemen  on  the  other/' 
side  of  the  house  laugh  at  this  expre-*- 
sion.  Are  the  men. hers  of  the  ex- 
ecutive directory  so  obscure  in  Eu- 
rope, that  if  they  had  not  been 
named,  we  should  not  have  known 
to  whom  we  had  been  sending  a 
person  ?  It  is  oathi-s  account  that  I 
thought  the  sentiment  expressed  by 
tlie  noble  lord,  respecting  tlic  pre* 
sent  government  of  France,  a  proof 
of  his  good  sense.  I  know  it  may 
be  said,  ti^at  mon  are  apt  to  be  te^ 
nacious  of  their  own  opinions  ;  that 
I  have  carried  the  opinions,  which  L 
•expressed  in  the  American  war,  intq 
this  war  ;  and  that,  asjn  the  former 
instanc-,  I  supported  the  recogni- 
tion of  American  independence.  I 
have,  in  the  latter,  supported  ifie 
recognition  of  the  French  republic. 
This  may  be  the  casej  but  1  must 
contend,  that  it  is  agreeable  to 
common  sense,  that  when  you  enter 
iwlo  a  negociation,  there  may  be 
points  which  are  not  of  a  nature  to 
be  insisted  upon  by  the  power  nego- 
cialed  wiih,  but  vhich  arc  calcu- 
lated to  conciliate  esteem,  or,  if 
)ou  will,  !o  gra'i  fy  tlic  pride  of  such 
a  power :  tliat  the  executive  di- 
rectory are  in  such  a  situation,  as  to 
have  their  pride  hurt  by  the  omission 
of  such  points,  1  do  not  believe  ; 
but  if  I  were  negociating  with  any 
gentleman,  I  should  certainly  tiikc 
care  not  to  do  any  thing  that  might 
seem  to  be  a  purposed  omission,  or  a 
calling  in  question  cf  any  of  the 
titles  and  dignities,  by  which  such 
gentleman  was  distinguished.  If 
these  things  were  omitted  in  the 
speech  from,  mere  inadvertency,  I 
shall  be  extremely  glad  to  find  that 
there  is  no  other  cause.  But  they  are 
material  in  another  point  of  view. 
That  the  negociation  may  be  success. 
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fill,  I  sincerely  hc^;  but,  if  unfor«> 
tmiatelj  it  should  not  be  success ful, 
much  would  have  been  gained  by 
an  attention  to  thi»se  things  ;  they 
would  have  senrcd  to  have  con- 
vLiced  the  people  that  the  nature  of 
tLc  contest  'T^-as  changed,  and  that 
aii  idifas  of  restoring  the  old  govern- 
jneni  of  Frstoce,  or  of  intr^rfcring 
in  the  internal  affairs  of  France, 
had  been  abandoned.  I  am  sure 
that  this  would  have  pruduced  the 
{greatest  advantages,  on  the  suppo* 
sitioo  that  the  war  was  to  be  pro- 
ioRged;  upon  this  subject,  however, 
I  do  not  mean  to  press  any  alteration 
in  the  address ;  because,  if  omit* 
ted  by  acciderit,  I  will  not  thwart 
the  prosecution  of  the  main  object 
by  my  remark :  they  might  retuse 
mv  amendment,  though  convinced 
of  their  own  error,  from  an  unwil- 
lingness  to  l>e  so  corrected,  and  this 
li  not  the  moment  in  which  I  shall 
endeavour  to  throw  any  thing  that 
may  be  construed  into  a  check  upon 
their  conduct.  It  is  my  wish  to 
leave  them  full  powers ;  and  there* 
fore,  1  mention  the  circumstance 
without  meaning  to  move  any  a* 
loendment  in  consequence  of  it. 
On  the  subject  of  the  situation  of 
this  country,  with  renpect  to  Spain, 
I  shall  say  nothing ;  because  his  ma* 
jesty  has  informed  us,  that  he  is  not 
yet  enabled  to  acquaint  us  with  the 
k  issue  of  the  discussions  that  have 
been  entered  into  with  that  power. 
Ministen  s^y  that  they  have  been 
forbearing:  I  hope  it  virill  be  proved 
*y.  I  hope  too  that  the  country 
willleam, by  the  scveife  lesson  which 
the  American  war,  and  the  present 
^r,  ha!Ve  afforded  them,  that  mo« 
dcrziion  and  forbearance  are  the 
'nost  fitting  charactensticsof  a  great 
Qation,  and  the  most  consistent  with 
^e  magnanimity.     I  own  I  was 


sanguine  enou;;h  to  suppose,  that 
the  American  war  had  taught  them 
experience— 1  was  mistaken  :  a  se- 
cond lesson  of  adversity  was  neces- 
sary :  a  second  lesson  they  have  had, 
and  I  trust  it  will  prove  effectual. 
On  the  differences  with  Spain,  I 
shall,  as  I  have  before  stated,  say  no- 
thing :  it  is  not  now  the  period  to 
look  I>ack  ;  a  retrospect  mnst  come, 
but  not  at  present :  yet  the  very 
apprehension  of  a  war  with  Spain 
affords  a  proof  of  the  sliort-si^hted- 
ness  of  htiman  wisdom.  At  the 
time  when  we  entered  into  the  war, 
Spain  and  Prussia  were  our  firmest 
allies.  Now,  Itowever,  we  are  to 
expect  J  that  if  the  waf  be  conti- 
nued, we  are  to  have  an  enemy  in 
Spain.  Of  Prussia  1  hear  nothing  ; 
but  I  may  at  least  su]>pose  that  we 
have  no  reason  to  expect  any  great 
assistance  from  that  power.  It  has 
been  said,  that  experience  may  be 
bought  too  dear  :  •  as  we  have  paid 
so  dear  a  price  for  it,  let  us  at  least 
have  the  beneiit  of  it,  and  let  us  go 
to  negociation  with  moderation  and 
forbearance.  Of  the  terms  of  peace 
I  purposely  avoid  saying  any  thing* 
I  know  the  resources  of  the  country 
to  be  still  great ;  and,  sure  I  am, 
that  if  the  people  are  convinced, 
that  the  ambition  of  France  renders 
it  neccssar)'  to  employ  force,  and  to 
continue  the  war,. those  resources 
will  be  afforded  with  the  utmost 
readiness.  Wbat  are  likely  to  be- 
the  terms  of  peace,  I  will  not  even 
conjectui*e :  what  hitherto  has  been 
done,  can  only  be  considerfd  ^as  an 
overture  towards  that  desirable  ob- 
ject ;  but  I  have  no  difficulty  in  say- 
ing, that  we  ought  to  n?gociate  in 
the  spirit  of  great  moderation.  J3y 
the  spirit  of  great  moiK>ration,  I  do 
not  mean  that  we  shall  accept  degra* 
ding  terms ;  but  1  will  not  hesitate 
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in  sayingf  that  --I  should  be  inclined 
to  find  less  fault  with  terms  that 
may  be  faulty  on  this  side  of  mode- 
mtion,  than  faulty  from  a  contrarf 
principle,  and  from  loo  great  haugh- 
tiness. With  regard  to  the  Austrian 
victories,  which-  make   a  topic  of 
animated  exultation  in  his  majesty's 
tpeech»  it  may  certainly  be  right  to 
rtjoice  in  the  gallantry  they  have 
displayed^  and  the  laurels  they  have 
recently  acquired.      No  '  man   ad^ 
mires  their  great  military  exertions 
more  tlian  I  do  ^  but  let  it  be  re- 
collected,  that  we  are  called  upon 
to  rejoice  on  theh-  having  recovered 
only  a  part  of  what  was  lost  in  this 
campaign,   and  it  is  not  because 
they  have  reaped  successes,  calcu- 
'tated    to    obtain    what    ministers 
themselves  originally  stated  the  ob- 
ject of  the  -war  to  be,  but  because 
they  have  saved  the  house  of  Aus- 
tria from  the  utter  destruction  with 
which  it  was  threatened.  While  we 
rejoice,  I  presume  we  can  ha^^ly 
flatter  ourselves  that  the  Austnans 
are  likely  to  recover  all  that  they 
have  lost  in  the  present  campaign, 
much  less  what  they  have  lost  in  all 
the  campaigns  that  are  past ;  and 
even  this,  sir,  pust  furnish  a  new  sub- 
ject for  reflection,  which  the  atchieve- 
ments  of  our  navy  still  farther  strive 
to  corroborate.    The  atchievements 
of  that  navy  hzve  been  brilliant  and 
glorious  :  at  no  former  period  have 
they   displayed  -  greater    gallantry, 
and  never,  perhaps,  equal  skill.  No 
eulogiums  can  be  too  high  for  their 
merits.    Yet,  after  all  this,  the  cha- 
racter of  the  peace  which  we  are  de- 
sirous to  obtain^  and  the  utmost  we 
can  expect,  is,  that  it  shall  be  solid 
and  of  permanent  duration.    This, 
I  believe,  is  as  high  a  character  as 
It  is  likely  to  deserve.     Then,  what 
must  be  the  sort  of  conflict  in  which 


we  are  engaged  ;  in  which,  after  z 
four  years  successful  exertion  of  all 
the  skill,  and  all  the  valour  of  our 
navy,  in  which  they  have  invariably 
-conquered  and  carried  the  flag  of 
Enpjland  triumphant  to  every  quarter 
of  the  world  ;  all  our  eflForts  cannot 
produce  to  us  a  peace  either  brilli- 
ant or  glorious,  but  w^muct  content 
^  ourselves  with  hoping  for  a  peace 
that  may  be  solid  and  permanent  ? 
Must  we  not  own  that  there   was 
something  in  the  cause  in  which  we 
are  engaged  radically  defecti/c,  that 
palsies  our.efiorts,  and  disappoints 
our  strength  ?  that  there  is  something 
which  demands  from  the  common 
sense  and  the' prudence  of  English- 
men, a  strict  and  a  rigorous  investi- 
gation,that  wemay  discover  what  this 
something  is,  not  merely  to  retrieve 
the  present  calamity,  but  guard  our 
offspring  against  the  error  in  future  ? 
A  day  will  come  for  such  a  question ; 
and  I  give  my  assent  to  the  present  . 
address,  without  moving  any  amend- 
ment upon  the  points  of  which  I  do 
not  cordially  approve,  because,  when 
the  day  of  such  a  discussion  does 
come,  I  shall  have  an  opportunity 
to  make  the  observations  that  I  think 
it  important  for  the  house  to  enter- 
tain upon  those  points.     No  great 
distance  of  time  shall  elapse  before 
1  shall  think  it  my  duty  to  bnnpf 
this  matter  before  you ;  Hince  I  think 
it  of  the  most  essential  importance  to 
the  well-being  of  the  country,  and 
to  the  true  support  and  dignity  of 
his  majesty's  crown,  that  an  inquiry 
into    all     the    causes    which    had 
brought  the  nation  into  the  present 
condition,  and  produced  the  calami- 
ties of  the  present  war,  should  be 
instit  uted,  for  the  purposeof  advisin^^ 
his  majesty  to  malce  a  fundamental 
change  in  the  system  upon  which 
we  have  lately  acted,  bqtii   with 

regaid 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


HiSTORY    OF    EUROPE.      [117 


regard  to  foreign  and  domestic 
policy.  When  this  day  shall  come, 
zrA  t  shall  move  the  house  upon  this 
great  and  constitutional  subject,  I 
should  not  like  to  be  told  that  I  have 
precluded  myself  from  the  discussion 
of  these  top\cs,  and  shut  myself  up 
from  inquiring  not  merely  into  the 
causes,  but  the  conduct  of  the  war, 
as  well  as  int6  the  nature  of  our  do- 
ni«:»tic  misfortunes,  by  the  assent 
which  I  had  given  to  the  address 
of  this  day-  For  this  reason,  sir,.  I 
hare  thought  it  necessary,  to  say  so 
much,  and  with  this  reserve  for  a 
future  day  of  discussion,  I  do  not 
oppose  the  address  to  his  majesty 
opon  his  speech  from  the  throne. 

By  this  speech  of  Mr.  Fox,  which 
app-ared  to  have  made  some  im- 
pnasiou  on  the  bouse,  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer, 

Mr.  Pitt,  was  called  up  to  reply  : 
bat  he  confined  his  remarks  chiefly 
to  the  only  great  and  substantial 
question,  on  which  the  address  ex- 
pressed an  opinion,  and  6n  which, 
it  was  matter  of  pride  and  satisfac- 
tion, that,  at  so  critical  a  moment, 
there  should  be  no  difference  of 
opinion  jn  that  house.  The  steps, 
iudeed,  which  his  tnajesty  had  taken 
for  negociation,  were  in  themselves 
so  unexceptionable,  and  so  well  cal- 
culated for  the  end  in  view,  that 
they  must  command  assent  and  ap- 
plause from  every  man,  who  re- 
tained the  smallest  reg^^rd  for  the 
interests  and  honour  of  his  coun- 
try. What  had  hitherto  been  done 
amounted  only,  as  had  been  fairly 
stated  by  the  hon.  gentleman,  to  an 
ovejture  for  peace.  This,  however 
held  out  a  chance  of  peace,  if  the 
«wtny  were  disposed  to  Jtccede 
5 '  ii  on  just  and  honourable  terms  ; 
i^  not,  we  should  unmask,  them  in 
ihe  eyes  of  Europe ;   expose  the 


injustice  of  their  policy^  with  their 
insatiable  thirst  for  aggrandisement ; 
and,  if  no  other  advantage  were 
gained,  at  least  be  able  to  put  to 
the  proof  the  sincerity  of  the  pledge 
which  had  that  day  been  given, 
that  if  the  enemy  were  not  disposed 
to  accede  to  peace,  on  just  and  rea- 
sonable terms,  the  war  would  be 
supported  bv  the  unanimous  voice, 
and  the  collected  force  of  the  na- 
tion. If  this  unanimity  were  not 
founded  merely  on  the  pleasing 
sound  of  peace,  but  were  the  re- 
sult of  national  reflection,  founded 
on  a  careful  consideration  of  the 
situation  of  the  country,  and  pre- 
pared to  meet  every  conjuncture. 
It  could  not  be  too  highly  prized. 
We  ought  not  to  lose  si^ht  of  those 
means  of  exertion,  which  w^  yet 
possessed.  We  oiiffht  to  compare 
our  condition  with  tnat  of  the  ene* 
my ;  and  the  amount  of  our  acqui- 
sitions, with  th<e  losses  of  our  allies  $ 
and  ought  to  estimate  the  extent 
of  those  sacrifices,  which,  under 
all  these  circumstances,  it  might 
be  fitting  for  us  to  make,  for  the  re- 
storation of  peace.  The  hon.  gen- 
tleman had  reprobated  the  two  pre- 
ventive laws  that  had  been  passed 
in  the  last  parliament,  and  had  re^ 
fused  to  subscribe  to  any  construc- 
tion of  that  part  of  the  speech, 
should  include  these,  amongst  the 
means  which  had, secured  tranquil- 
lity. He,  on  the  conti  ary,  was  of 
opinion,  that  exclusively  of  the 
influence  of  these  laws,  the  peace 
of  the  country  could  not  have  been 
maintained :  nor  could  he  sulTer  re- 
proach to  fall  on  the  last  pailiament^ 
who  displayed  their  wisdom  and 
energy  in  providing  a  remedy  suited 
to  the  aUjrming  crisis.  If  thcr^ 
should  be  any  ambiguity  in  thw  id* 
dress  respCwting  them,  it  was,  be* 
[13]  >:ause 
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cause tliey  were  "  so  consiBtcnt  with 
the  spirit  of  the  constitution,  so 
blended  with  our  system  of  juris- 
prudence, so  congenial  to  the  prac- 
tice of  former  times,  and  so  con- 
formidable  to  the  letter  of  former 
acts,  that  it  was  impossible  to  make 
any  discrimination.  They  had  been 
passed  in  'a  moment  of  turbulence 
and  alai*m,  and  had  been  found  ad- 
mirably calculated  to  meet  thee 
emergency  of  the  time.  With 
regard  to  the  assertion,  that  endea- 
vours for  procuring  peace  had  been 
made  only  of  late ;  an  endeavour 
depended  on  a  variety  of  circum- 
stances, sucli  as  the  relative  t>tate 
of  parties,  the  number  of  aUicls 
with  whom  we  might  be  engaged 
to  act,  ,the  attention  we  paid  to 
their  interests,  and  the  cx)Mccrt  we 
wished  to  preserve  with  them  t  and 
this  truth,  he  said,  was  abundantly 
sufficient  to  humble  the  triumpli  of 
the  honourable  gentleman,  who 
had  asserted,  that  we  were  at  last 
come  to  the  period  which  he  had  at 
first  pointed  out,  and  were  only  now 
adopting  th,ose  measures,  which, 
had  we  listened  to  him,  might  have 
been  adopted  long  ago.  Might  not 
a  period  of  foUr  years  have  produced 
many  events  to  justify  a  material 
change  of  policy,  and  to  render 
measures  wise  and  expedient  now, 
wliich  would  not  have  been  so,  at 
another  time  ?  As  to  the  qnostion 
of  our  resources,  they  furnislied  a 
bubjcct  of  well  grounded  coniicU-Jice. 
They  had  iv>thing  in  them  hollow 
or  d'jlusive  ;  they  were  the  result 
of  an  accumulated  capital,  iiicreas- 
ing  wealth,  high  and  established 
credit  ;  the  fruits  of  iViv  txertion, 
laudable  ingenuity,-  and  iucccssful 
industry.  They  had  be«Mi  produced 
under  a  svbteniof  order  L'.n;i  iuwlice, 
wlilidt    v>c    had    b«en    contc;iding 


against  a  country  in  every  respect 
the  reverse  of  the  picture :  whilst 
the  violence  of  France  had  beea 
over-running  so  great  a  portion  of 
Europe,  and  carrying  desolation  in 
its  progress,  we  had  been  enabled,  by 
our  naval  exertions,  to  counterba- 
lance their  successes,  by  acquisitions 
in  different  parts  of  the  globe,  and 
to  preface  the  way  for  the  restora- 
tion of  peace  to  our  allies,  on  terms, 
which  even  their  strength  might 
have  been  insufficient  to  procure. 

If,  indeed,  we  cast  our  eyes  over 
the  .  geographical  situation  of  the 
seat  of  the  war,  we  should  certainlj^ 
be  forced  to  admit,  that  the  emperor 
had  not  regained,  by  his  victories, 
all  that  he  had  lost  ;  but  did  we 
count  for  nothing  the  destruction  of 
those  armies,  by  whom  all  previous 
successes  of  the  enemy  had  been 
atchicved  ?  Did  we  count  for  no- 
thing the  glorious  testimony  which 
had  been  exhibited  to  mankiiad, 
that  disciplined  valour  finally  rauat 
triumph  over  those  principles  which 
the  war  was  undertaken  to  oppose, 
and  which  owed  all  their  extraor- 
dinary successes,  to  the  violeiKQ  in 
which  thpy  originated,  and  the  ex- 
cesses with  which  they  were  accom- 
pani:*d  ?  A  memorable  warning 
had  beop  aiTorded,  by  those  foreivrn 
powers,  w!;o,  in  opposition  to  their 
true  interests,  had  courted  the  al- 
liance of  that  enemy,  and  expected 
to  tiiid  seciiriiy  in  disgraceful  tran- 
quillity :  ivci'Mt  events  had  served 
also  to  c::cijl;iate  those  who  had 
teen  calunmiatLd,  as  .desirous  to 
embrace  their  principles  and  receive 
t#eir  la\s-j5  j  ajjd  in  Germany  thoy 
hnd  hft  hehi.id  them  nothing  but 
the  memory  of  wrongs,  and  the 
firelinga  ot"  n^sentnu^rit.  Germany 
had  furnished  a  striking  instance  of 
fortitude  and  perseverance.  He 
trusted>. 
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trustrd,  that  the»e  were  virtues 
«4i:ch  our  country  iiad  not  to  Uarn. 
Englaiui  had  never  shewn  itself  de- 
ficient in  fimin«s3  and  magnanimity; 
it  was  iinri vailed  in  resource,  it  waa 
foremost  in  exertion,  and  it  h^id 
only  to  maintain  its  accustomcii 
ligour  to  effect  the  restoration  of 
genei-al  tranquillity,  upon  terms 
consiitdnt  witli  the  digmty  of  the 
character,  ^nd  the  security  and  in- 
ten-*?!  of  Europe. 

Mr.  Fox  said  a  few  words  in  ex- 
planatiouf  in  whicli  he  complained 
that  Air-  Pitt  had  mi^represcnred 
hjj>  argument,  respecting  the  time 
for  negociation.  He  did  not  argue, 
that,  because  it  was  right  to  ne^^o- 
ciate  nowy  it  was  right  to  nego- 
ciate  at  any  foi*mer  period,  hut, 
(and  be  had  not  altered  his  opinion 
from  any  thing  he  had  heard  )\h  at 
if  it  were  prudent  and  wise  to  send 
an  ambassador  to  Paris  now,  when 
the  French  had  carried  their  arms 
into  the  heart  of  Germany,  it  yvould 
not  have  been  dastardly  and  pusil- 
lanimous to  liave  adopted  that  mea« 
sure,  when  they  had  not  one  foot 
of  that  territory.  He  said,  that 
he  still  retained  his  opinion  r«?* 
specting  the  new  laws  ;  and  when 
he  voted  for  the  addrc'8»,  lie  did 
not  include  them  in  his  construction 
of  that  part  of  it,  in  which,  men- 
tion H  made  of  the  wisdom  and 
energj-  of  the  laws,  against  tlie 
two  odiou»  and  degrading  acts,  he 
coiiiidercd  liimsclf  bound,  by  every 
tie  of  iote/'est  and  duty>  as  an  Eiig-» 
lictiniant,  and  as  a  representative  of 
the  people,  on  every  occasion, 
loadly  to  remonstrate  :•  they  had  a 
t'ircct  t':miency  to  cirange  the  genius 
of  the  nation,  as  v^'tll  us  the  spirit 
and  pyen  form  of  govesumei.t.  l( 
•♦herrt  was  cans*-  to  1  e  unfusy  :ihout 
the  threatened  evil,  wc   UaJ  reas  )u 


to  tremble  at  the  operationr  of  fha 

remedy.  In  all  innovations,  the 
femote  and  unforeseen  consequences 
arc,  .usually,  of  more  importance 
thn>)  the  immediate  effecU*  Co^ld 
those  consequences  be  foreseen,  they 
wouldy  in  inapy  cases,  be  ioime* 
drately  resisted.  By  the  time  they 
are  j>erceived,  custom  and  habit 
have  rendered  them  less  odious  and 
intoleniblc.  Authority  rises  into  ab* 
solute  dominion  by  slow  degrees: 
by  encroaclunents,  each  of  which, 
singly  considered,  seemed  to  be  of 
little  importance :  the  vanity  of  re- 
sistance at  last  breaks  the  spirit  of 
the  people,  and  disposes  them  to 
u;i  reserved  submission:  the  political 
importance  of  the  people  being 
wholly  gone,  they  are  degraded 
more  and  more,  and  subjected  to 
givatcr  and  greater  oppression  and 
insult.  But,  x-fhen  the  tendency 
and  bent  of  national  opinions  and 
manners  is  once  formed,  it  is  easy 
fur  government  to  give  it  impetus 
and  direction.  Tyranny  of  govern* 
ment  is  not  to  be  exercised  without 
degz-adaiion  of  tlie  people.  These 
two  principles  mutually  promote 
the  growth  and  strength  of  each 
other:  just  as  in  certain  diseases* 
the  deraogenient  of  the  body  pro- 
duces debility  of  mind,  and  the  de- 
bility,thus  induced,  increases  the  bo- 
dilv  disorder  from  whence  it  sprung. 
tiVi  question,  on  the  address,  be- 
ing put,  was  carried  unanimously. 

Oil  tlK»  eighteenth  of  October, 
the  house  of  commons  resolved  itself 
into  a  committee,  to  take  into  their 
consideration,  that  clause  of  his  ma- 
jt-sty's  speech,  Avhich  alluded  to  the 
iutenr.oa  manifested  by  thj  eucaiy 
to  attempt  a  descent  of  these  king- 
doms; the  clause  being  read,  tlie 
ctuuicellor  of  the  exchequer,  after 
sonu-    prefatory    matttr,    v^hich    it 
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cottld  not  serve  any  purpose  to  re- 
cord, said,  that  the  natural  defence 
of  this  kingdom,  was  its  ni.val 
force,  now  more  formidable  than 
at  iny  other  period  in  the  history  of 
the  country.  Yet  it  was  capable 
■of  considerable  increase,  could  an 
additional  increase  of  seamen  be 
procured,  or  even  of  landmen  :  for 
this  purpose  he  suggested  a  levy 
upon  the  different  parishes  through- 
out the  kingdom  :  an  expedient 
similar  to  that  which  had  been  prac- 
tised, with  so  much  success,  about 
two  years  before.  He  therefore 
proposed,  in  the  first  place,  a  levy 
of  fifteen  thousand  men,  from  the 
different  parishes,  for  the  sea  ser- 
vice, and  another  for  recruiting 
the  regular  regiments.  In  digesting 
this  plan,  he  said,  tliere  were  two 
things  principally  to  be  considered  : 
first,  the  means  of  calling  together 
a  land  force  sufikient  of  itself  to  re- 
pel an  invasion,  even  independently 
of  a  naval  force  :  and,  secondly,  to 
adopt  such  measures,  in  raising  this 
force,  as  should  not  materially  in- 
terfere with  the  agriculture,  com** 
merce,  and  gcnerr.l  industry,  of  this 
kingdom.  The  primary  object  was 
'  to  raise  and  gradually  train,  such  a 
force  as  might,  in  a  short  time,  be 
fit  for  service.  For  this  purpose,  he 
■  proposed  a  supplementary  levy  of 
militia,  to  be  grafted  on  the  old 
establishment, to  the  numbcrof  sixty 
thousand  men  ;  not  to  be  immc- 
*  diately  called  out,  but  to  be  enroUt  d, 
officered,  and  gradually  trained,  so 
as  to  be  l:t  for  service  at  a  moment 
of  danger.  As  to  the  ntnnuv-r  in 
which  the  troops  were  to  be  fur- 
nished, ho  thought  that  it  fihonld 
be,  generally,  from  all  parts  of  the 
kingdom  :  and  that  an  obligation 
>]jould  be  ijii posed  on  tho-it'  who 
i>liGLild   he  allotted  cidur  to  ^r:\i: 


in  person,  or  to  find  a  substitute. 
He  also  proposed  to  provide  a  con- 
siderable force  of  irregular  cavalry ; 
the  regular  cavalry,  on  the  establish- 
ment, was  by  no  means  inconsider- 
able ;  and  the  yeomanry  cavalry » 
from  their  number,  sufficiently  re- 
spectable, had  proved  themselves 
to  be  highly  useful  in  securing  the 
quiet,  and  the  internal  tranquillity 
of  the  country.  The  farther  this 
species  of  force  was  extended,  the 
more  good  was  likely  to  accrue 
from  it.  He  estimatea  ijie  amount 
of  the  irregular  cavalry,  by  the 
number  of  horses  kept  for  pleasure, 
throughout  the  kingdom  ;  which, 
from  the  produce  of  the  hoi'se-tax, 
in  England,  Scotland,  and  Wales, 
appeared  t6  be  about  two  hundred 
thousand.  He,  therefore,  proposed 
that  every  person  who  kept  ten 
horses,  should  be  obliged  to  pro- 
vide one  horse  and  one  horsemau, 
to  serve  in  a  corps  of  militia : 
that  those  who  kept  more  than 
ten  should  provide  in  the  same 
proportion  :  and  that  those  who 
kept  fewer  than  ten,  should  form 
themselves  into  classes,  in  which  it 
Should  be  decided  by  ballot^  who, 
at  the  common  expence,  should 
provide  the  hors^and  the  horseman. 
These  troops  were  to  be  provided 
with  an  uniform  and  accoutrements, 
formed  into  corps,  and  put  under 
proper  officers.  The  next  class  of 
men,  which  the  minister  regarded 
as  pioper  subjects  for  defending  the 
country,  ii)  case  of  invasion,  was 
the  <;ame-keepers.  He  therefore 
proposed,  that  those  persons  who 
had  taken  out  licences  to  shoot 
game,  or  deputations  for  game- 
kct-pers^  should,  within  a  certain 
pcnod,  be  at  liberty  to  return  the 
suiue  if  they  thought  proper;  but 
alter  that  piriod»  ii they  should  con- 
tinue 
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finae  theif  Hcencrs^  or  deputatious  * 
for  game-keepers^  then  they  should 
beobliged  to  &id  sobstitules.  He  ob*" 
Krredthat  gentlemen  mtgbt  smile  ' 
at  the  idea  of  raising  a  force  by  such 
means,  bnt  tbat  ««mil6  would  be  con- 
vened into  snrprire,  when  they 
beard  tbat  the  number  of  persons, 
who  bsA  taken  out  those  licences, 
were  seven  thousand.  The  whole 
number  of  cavalry  which  he  propo- 
sed to  ra:<>c,  by  the  means  he  bad 
mentioned,  was  twenty  thousand. 

'*Tbixs,"83id  the  chancellor  of  the 
cxchequfT,  "  have  I  p)inted  out 
the  means  by  which  J  propose  to 
raise  fifteen  thousand  men,  to  be 
divided  between  the  Jand  and  the 
«a  scrticc ;  to  raific  a  supplemental 
levy  of  sixty  thousand  lor  tlie  mi- 
litia, and  twenty  thousand  for  the 
cavalry."  He  concluded  with  mo- 
ving, "  That  a  bill  be  brought  in 
for  raising  a  certain  number  of  men 
in  the  several  counties  of  Great 
Britain,  for  the  service  of  his  ma- 
jesty." 

Mr.  Sheridan  expected  that  the 
minister  would  have  accompanied 
his  statenoenc  of  defensive  opera* 
tions  with  some  explanation  of  the 
reasons,  why  it  was  necessary  to  take 
any  «\ch  measures  at  all  ?  There 
was  something  extremely  peculiar, 
beobscrved,  in  the  mode  of  announ- 
cing tlie  attempt  apprehended  in  his 
majesty's,  that  is,  the  ministers, 
speech,  on  which  this  gentleman 
Hmstlf  had  bestowed  such  abundant 
praise.  The  words,  *'  manifesied 
the  intention,"  were  vague  and  in- 
definite. I  am  afraid,  said  Mr.  She- 
ridan, tbat. the  resolutions,  now 
proposed,  are  calculated  rather  to 
"i^ite  than  to  prevent  an  invasion  ; 
tbat  they  tend  to  frighten  ihisconn- 
^7i  but  not  to  frighten  France. 
They  proclaim  to  the  enocny,  that. 


till  the  new  force,  which  it  is  pro*^ 
posed  to  collect  and  to  tr^in,  it 
brought  into  action,  we  are  not  in 
a  proper  state  of  defence,  and  thu9 
point  out  the  intermediate  timCi  as 
the  pro})er  period  for  making  a  stic- 
cesstulattt'irpt.  JVlr.  Sheridan  did 
not  mean  to  oppose  the  resolutions  i 
he  wished  only  to  have  some  farther 
explanation,  and  to  be  inform<id« 
whether  the  real  object  of  all  GUI' 
military  preparations  wds  not  thtf 
extension  of  our  colonial  posses- 
sions in  the  West  Indies  ? 

Mr.  Dundas  said,  whether  the 
preparations  tbat  have  been  made 
will  rnd  in  a  descent  on  this  couu* 
try,  or  no,  it  is  impossible  to  decide. 
There  arp  appearances  of  a  dispo- 
sition to  m:ikc  an  attempt,  which  is 
soHicient  to  justify  ministers  for 
wishing  to  put  the  state  in  a  posttire 
of  defence.  In  his  opinion,  it  de- 
pended upon  tbeconduct  of  his  n>j- 
jcsty's  ministers,  in  regulating  or 
adopting  the  precautions  propcfsed. 
whether  the  projected  invnsioa 
should,  or  shotUd  not,  be  carried 
into  cxixuti.n.  If,  Mr.  Dun  das 
added,  tlie  present  negociatiou 
should  be  unsuccessful,  this  coun- 
try should  not  be  tied  up  from 
off  eh  si  ve  operation  :  for,  in  the 
event  of  prosecuting  the  war,  ourde-' 
fence  at  home  may  depend  upon  the 
ability  we  possess  to  attack  the  ene- 
my a  brond.  I  think  it,  therefore, of 
essential  importance  to  augment  our 
legularforce,  for  the  deft  ucfr  of  these 
kingdoms,  and,  if  necessary,  to  car- 
ry on  the  military  operations,  as  cir- 
cumstances may  dictate,  against  an 
enemy  that  hns  evinced  a  disposi- 
tion to  destroy  our  commerce,  and 
disturb  our  imtmal  tranquillity. 

Mr.  Ft)x,  though  he  diJ  net  con- 
sider it  to  be  the  duty  of  any  man 
to  make  any  oppoaiiion  to  the  n:jca- 
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stire  now  proposed,  in  the  present 
stage  of  the  business,  took  the  pre- 
sent occasion  to  make  varioas  ani«- 
'  madversiuns  on  different  parts  of  the 
phn,  as  well  as  on  its  general  spirit 
and  tendency,  and  the  conduct  of 
the  minister  in  this  and  other  points 
of  the  last  importance,  in  which  he 
had  flagrantly   deviated  from    the 
principlesofour  constitutional  policy. 
Concerning  the  observation,  that,  if 
we  should  be  under  the  necessity  of 
going  on  with  the  war,  our  military 
preparations  might  be   very  benefi- 
cial to  us  in  many  respects,  he  said, 
**  I  object  to  the  generality  of  this 
mode  of  speaking,  because  it^con- 
vcys  to  us  no  specific  information, 
ajid  is  likely,  from  being  just  in  the 
abstract,  to  entrap  some  into  an  ap- 
^probation  of  measures  of  dangerous 
consequence.     It   is   not,  said  he, 
by  the  authority  of  ministers,  but 
by  the  striking  exigency  of  a  par- 
ticular moment,    that    parliament 
are  justilied  in  adopting  particular 
and  extraordinary  meaKures.     The 
honourable  secretary  of  state  says, 
*  it  is  good  to  be  prepared  j'  so  it 
is.     But  when  he  comes  to  us,  and 
makes  this  requisition,  it  is  ii^cum- 
bent  on  him  to  shew  us  the  reason 
why  we  should  be  thus  prepared. 
*He  shfiuld  lay  before  us  the  grouiKf- 
on  whicM^e  calls  for  that  re(]uisi- 
tion.  How  Wocjd  the  cuse  informer 
|Krriods  of  this  war  ?   In  17()4,  there 
was  as  much  reason  f(;r  such  a  nif  a- 
surL-  as  ilicre   is   now  j  I  here  was 
(hen  as  much  ot  a  rumour  olan  in- 
v;ision  a:>  ihcrc  is  now  ;  and  so  the 
ministers  toUi  us  at  thai  time.    1  lie 
hou-c,    uj>on  the   ministers  asser- 
tions, agreed  to  measures  of  an  un- 
roDstituiional  nature,  to  avert,  as  it 
w:js  Jsupposcc!,  the  Lmpcncling  t!;»n- 
g(t.     Such  meiisures,  although  un- 
constitutional, \\  ere  then  thovight  to 


be  Dccessaiy ;  and  they  were  tbougirt 
also    to  be  suflScient  to  keep  the 
French  from  attempting  the  des- 
perate   measure  of   an    inFastcn. 
Are  the  French  now  more  likely  to 
make  that  desperate  attempt  than 
they  were  then  ?  or,  are  we  not  now 
in  a  better  sitoation,  tlian  we  were 
then  ?    I  conceive   that   ministers 
themselves  woald  answer  these  que2>> 
tions  in  a  manner  very  consolatory  to 
the  people  of  this  country.  Such  was 
our  state  in  1794-    What  is  it  now, 
and  what  the  difference  between  the 
two  situations  I    Ministers  now  tcU 
us,  that  an  intention  has  been'  mani- 
fested, on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  to 
invade  these  kingdoms.     I    am  too 
much  accustomed  to  the  artifice  of 
ministers  to  receive  any  very  deep 
impression  from  what  they  say*  Did 
they  not  say  formerly,  what  they  say 
now,  that  the  enemy  had  some  in- 
tentions of  invading  this  country  ? 
Cettainly  they  did,  and  they  wercin* 
trusted  with  force  sufficient  to  pre- 
vent that  calamity.    It  may  be  true, 
that  greater  danger  actually  exists  at 
present  than  at  any  former  period^ 
yet  additional  arguments  are  neces- 
sary to  prove  this.     But,  sa^s  the 
right  hon.   gentleman  who  spoke 
last,  *  I  am  of  opinion,  that,   as  it 
may  be  necessary  for  thi*  country 
to  carty  on  an  offensive  war,  thrs 
measure  may  be  of  great  advantage, 
inasmuch  as  we  may  thereby  be  the 
better  able  to  avail  ourselves  of  our 
forres.'     To  this,  as  a  general  pro- 
position, I  do  not  object :  it  is  true. 
Biu  then,  I  say  to  ministers,  '  bring 
befoie   us   the   facts  on  which  you 
say  t  Kis  measure  is  necessary.  What 
I  object  to,   is  your  cfupHeity.     if 
you  really    want   this    force,   and 
to  the  exent  you  say  you  do,  shew 
me   the   reason  for  it,   and   I  will 
grant  it  chciirfully.     All   I  want,       ; 
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is,  that  you  state  to  me  the  rea- 
sons.   You  did  so  when  you  called 
for  the  augmentation  of  the  navy, 
and  yoa  bad  it ;    but  do  not  ask 
any  cbing  to    carry   on  the  vrar 
abroad,  under  the  mask  of  defend- 
ing vs  at  home ;  for,  in  that  case, 
you  are  asking,  under  a  false  title, 
what,  under  a  real  one,  the  people 
d  iliiii  country  would  not  prant  to* 
yoa;  for,  I  know,  they  will  grant 
to  you  to  prct'ent  an  invasion  at 
boiDc  what  they  would  refuse  with 
indignation,  if  asked   to  carry  on 
the  war  abroad.* «  But,  sir,  itlteems 
we  are  to  have  the  responsibility  of 
mioisters   for  the  due   application 
<rf  tbs  grant  which  they  now  call 
ibr:    Look  at  the  extent  to  which 
ibc  principle  of  voting  «uch  extra- 
crdiuary  measures  as  this,  upon  the 
idea  of  responsibility,  may  lead  you. 
By  it  yon  will  introduce  a  practice 
that  mast  deprive  the  people  of  all 
their  rights,  and  all  their  property  : 
it'  it  should  turn  out  (not  an  extra- 
vagant hypothesis)  that  all  tiiis  sto- 
^'  About  an  invasion  is  a  mere  pre- 
tence to  gain  the  consent  of  the 
people  to  the  measure  now  propo- 
iCu,  and  that  the  real  object  is  ex- 
*trcmcly  dili'crent  :   what  tlu  n    will 
become  of  the  boasled  rcsponiibiliiy 
of  av.uisters  ?  how  are  wo  lo  m.ike 
iheni  responsible  ?  Wc  may  say, and 
43,' truly,  that,  *  llie event  has  provt;d 
t'lKrrM  ^^  as  no  danger  of  an  invasiun 
^•l»en  this  meisuri^    wab  adopied.' 
To  wbicli  ihe   niinisiers  may  an  - 
swer,  and   be  assured    they  will, 
*  Tru^,  there  was  no  invajjiun,  but 
then  it  was  owing  lo  tlie  very  mea- 
sures which  we  proposed,  and  you 
adopted,  that  the  invasion  was  pre- 
sented/ How,  then,  are  we  tu  make 
ministers  responsible  for  what  liiey 
do  under  such  a  meaMire  as  this? 
Tiic  idea  of  responsibility^  in  such  a 


case,  is  perfectly  ridiculous.    Why, 
sir,  at  this  rate,  you  may  go  on,  and 
do  every  thing   that  die   minister  ^ 
may  ask  you,  until  you  have  to- 
tally destroyed  the  constitution;  the 
principles   have    already  been  too 
much  invaded  by  the  measures  of 
the  present  ministers.     There  are 
some  inconveniences  that  necessa- 
rtly  arise  out  of  a  free  constitutioiu 
I  know  Uiat  many  authors,  of  great 
eminence,  have  pointed  out  those 
inconveniences.     I  do  not  deny  it, 
although  I  have  ne>(er  seen  them 
in  so  strong  a  light  as  the  authors 
I  allude  to  say  they  did  ;   but  the 
fidvantages    resulting  from  a  free 
constitution  are  so  great,  so  nume- 
rous,  and,  to  mc,  so  clear,  that  1 
cannot  patiently  argue  upon  thetn» 
when  they  are  put  in  a  scale  against 
the  sup|x>sed  advantages  of  a  con- 
trary form.     Be  that  as  it  may,  in 
the  opinion   of  others,  I  say,  yoti 
cannot, argue  that  subject  in  this 
house  5  for  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try have  made  their  election  :  they 
have   chosen  a   free    government, 
and  it  is  your  duty  to  preserve  it, 
with  all  its  inconveniences,  if  there 
be  any  that  are  worth  mentioning. 
if,  thcrelbrc,  when  ministers  pre- 
tj^nd    an    alarm,  yoa   are  to  gi\e 
them  whatever  |)owcrlhey  may  ask 
ibr,  when  it  is  impossibU:  you  can 
attach   any  rtsponsibility  to  them, 
as  I    have  proved   already    in  this, 
case  you  cannot,  why  then,  you  de- 
sert the  point  on  which  the  pcpplo 
of  the  country   have  already  made 
ihcir  elf cl ion  ;  and,  instead  of  the 
blessings  wliich  your  ancestors  in- 
tended for  you,  you  take  what  may 
apixjar  to  you,  but  what  never  ap- 
j^ared  to  me,    the  advantages  of 
dcsjioiism.     This  would  be  n  fraud 
upon  the  people  of  this   country. 
I   know    tiic   clo<]^uencc   that    h:u 
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often  been  employed  to  shew,  or 
attempting  to  shew,  by  a  flouribh- 
ing  antUli^si8>  that  \\c  possess  all 
the  advantages  of  a  fr«.e  govern* 
nient,  and  those  of  a  despotic 
tnonarchyj  by  possessing  the  wis- 
dorn  which  arises  from  a  f'Ce  dis- 
cuursion  of  the  repre^ientalives  of 
the  people,  and  the  promptitude 
and  dispatch  of  an  unlimited  mo- 
narchy. Such  an  a nfi thesis  may 
answer  the  purpose  of  an  ingeni- 
ous'orator>  and  aid  him  in  the 
course  of  a  florid  declamation  j 
but  it  can  avail  but  liitle  to  any 
man  who  wishes  for  the, safety  of 
our  constitution.  I  am  of  opinion, 
that  our  constitution,  in  its  true  spi- 
rit, cannot  mix  with  any  thing  des- 
potic. Have  recourse  to  eiperi- 
onoe,  the  only  unerring  guide;  read 
the  history  of  this  country,  and  then 
$liew  me,  out  of  what  page  it  is  that 
you  have  discoverd  how,  and  when 
it  was,  that  the  njaxims  of  a  free 
government  have  been  united  with 
the  principles  of  despotism.  i 
know  it  cannot  be  done  :  I  know, 
also,  that  if  you  attend  to  history, 
and  take  it  as  a  lesson,  you  will  re- 
turn to  your  ancient  distrust  nud 
jealousy  of  ministers,  whoever  ihey 
may  he,  and  that  you  will  examine 
minutely  into  their  conduct  ;  re- 
flect on  the  consequenccjs  of  the 
contrary  practice,  you  see  now  be- 
fore you  the  etrcct  of  it.  Confi- 
dence in  the  first  instance  virudtrs  • 
>Bonfiderice  necessary  ih  i!;c  second. 
Confidence,  in  ministers,  indices 
tl:em  to  take  measures  which  they 
cannot  continue  without  fartlier 
conlidencc  ;  they  are  obliged  to 
call  for  it  in  their  own  defence: 
in  that  career  yon  may  proceed 
until  you  have  confided  away  the 
whole  spirit  of  our  couslilution. 
I  am  airaid  you  have  advanced  iu 


thaf  career  much  too  fat  already. 
In  my  opinion,  the  spirit  of  the 
consiiculion  has  been  almostentirely 
set  at  rest,  for  a  time,-  by  the  mea- 
sures of  the  la^t  parliament :  let 
it  be  the  practicci  for  ii  is  the  duty, 
of  the  present  to  revive  it. 

We   arc  told,   that  the  military 
fotce,  which  id  now  proposed  to  be 
raised,  is  only  to  act  in  case  of 
emergency  ;   what  is  that  to  be  ? 
what  are  the  cf  rcutnstaiTces  in  which 
it  may  be  supposed  to  exist }  when 
the    French    shall  land  upon  our 
coast  ?    no  such   thing  ;    I   know 
that   such  a  restriction  cannot  and 
ought  not  to  be  imposed  on  ex- 
ecutive government  5  because,  you 
should  repel  tlie  dapger  when  you 
are  threatened  by  iL     The  case  of 
emergency,   then,   will  amount  to 
this,  that,  wlienever  ministers  shall 
think  fit  to  allege  there  is  danger, 
the  whol«  of  this  military  power,  to 
be  intrusted  lo  them  for  the  inter- 
nal defence  of  this  country,   will 
be   subjected  to  military  law,  and 
intireiy  at  their    disposal.     What 
security  have  we,  that  no  abuse  will 
lake  place,  respecting  the  applica- 
ti(.n  of  this  enormous  force  ?    I  do 
not  know  what  ministers  may  l>ave 
respecting   the     intention   of    the 
TfCMch  to    at  tempt  an  invasion  of 
ihiscouniry.     I  believe  the  Frcncb 
have  no  such  intention,  for  they 
have  a  govrrnment  wtiich  is  likely 
to  be  ranch  belter  informed  of  the 
disposition  of  the  ^people,  and  the 
siliKiiicn  of  this   country,  than  to 
be  led  lo  any  hopes  ot  success  in 
such  an  attr.njpl;   therefore,   I  be- 
lieve, they  will.not  be  guilty  of  the 
weakness  lo  make  it.  If  they  should 
baibour  such  desperate  infentions, 
1  have  no  doubt  ot  the  issue.     My 
hopes  and   confidence  on  that  sub- 
iect  are  as  sanguine  as  those  of  any 
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0ther  man  in  this  countiy.  But 
what  "should  we  do  in  the  mean 
time  ?  what  is  the  duty  of  the  house 
at  this  moment  ?  to  cherish  the 
spirit  of  freedom  in  the  people  of 
this  country  :  not  to  repose  a  blind 
and  Unlimited  confidence  in  the 
senrabts  of  the  crown ;  but  to  be 
watchful  and  jealous  of  the  exer- 
cise of  their  power.  Restore  to 
them  the  right  of  papular  discussion; 
repeal  those  laws  which  have  for- 
bidden the  exercise  of  their  most 
inYsluable  rights  ;  in  one  word,  in- 
stead of  amusiug^thcm  with  pane- 
gyrics upon  the  form,  sJlo^v  them 
to  possess  the  spirit,  of  the  old  con- 
stitution of  England:  then  will  you, 
indeed,  sec  the  energy  of  the  people 
of  England,  and  then  you  will  liave 
no  occasion  for  addinpr  to  your  in- 
ternal military  force;  for,  then,  even 
an  invasion  would  never  be  formi*" 
dable.  These  arc  your  reid  resour- 
ces 3  the  rest  are  all  imaginary.  I  :shall 
l^ve  no  opposition  to  the  plan  that 
is  now  before  you,  in  its  present 
stage  ;  but,  I  think  it  fair  to  say, 
some  of  the  parts  of  it  are  such,  as, 
in  the  detail,  I  shall  think  it  my 
duty  to  oppose." 

That  part  of  the  plan,  which  re- 
ferred to  the  game-keepers,  appeared 
to  Mr.  Fox  to  be  a  measure  of  vio- 
lent injustice  ;  nor  could  he  con- 
ceive  any  danger  to  which  this 
country,  under  all  circumsitmces, 
could  be  exposed,  chat  would  make 
him  ready  to  assent  to  a  .measure 
that  had  lor  its  object  the  impress- 
ing of  the  subjects  of  this  country 
into  the  land  service.  The  cir- 
cumstanite  of  impressing  men,  even 
into  the  naval  service,  he  said, 
great  and  valuable  as  it  is,  would 
«oi  be  the  part  which  a  judicious 
friend  to  it  would  select  for  the  sub- 
ject of  his  panegyric. 


Mr.  Pitt  rcearJcd  the  declaration 
with  which  Mr,  Sheridan  and  Mr, 
Fox  prefaced,  and  concluded  their 
animadversions,  that  they  did  not 
mean  to  oppose  the  resolutions 
which  he  had  the  honour  to  propose, 
8S  a  sufficient  answer  to  the  argu- 
m<>nts  by  which  it  was  accompanied. 
If  the  ri^bt:  honourable  gentleman, 
who  spoke  last,  thinks  that  the  de- 
clarations of  ministers,  upon  the 
subject  of  the  present  deliberations, 
are  not  sufficient  to  justify  the  mea- 
sures which  are  to  be  grounded 
upon  them;  if  he  i^  persuaded  that 
there  exists  no  danger  of  the  in- 
vasion a:;ainst  which  it  is  intended 
to  provide  ;  if  he  is  convinced  that 
the  preparations  to  be  made  are  de- 
stined to  carry  en  other  warhkc 
operations  tlian  the  plan  avows,  or 
are  employed  as  pretexts  to  cover 
designs  of  encroachnu  nt  or  ambi- 
tion at  home ;  how  can  he  recon- 
cile these  sentiments  with  the  con- 
duct he  is  to  pursue  ?  or,  as  a  pub- 
lic man,  on  what  public  ground  can 
he  rest  that  assent,  v.hich  he  has 
given  to  the  measures  which  have 
been  suggested  ?  But  while  thp 
right  honourable  gentleman  in- 
dulged  in  his  animadversions,  he 
knew  well  that  the  measures  v/eiM 
demanded,  by  the  country,  as  mea- 
sures of  self-defence,  from  vs'hich 
he  could  not  withhold  his  concur- 
rrence.  As  to  the  pressing  of  men 
for  the  public  service,  tUe  mode 
proposed  of  increasing  the  militia, 
Mr.  Pitt  observed ,  was  not  new  in 
its  principle.  They  were,  to  t.e 
balloted  for  in  the  same  manner  as 
the  estabhshcd  miiiiiu  of  the  conn- 
•try:  ifthei-ight  honourable  gentle - 
.man  reprobates  this  mode  of  in- 
creasing our  military  force,  what 
wa8thc4angiiagehe  hddon  another 
occasion,  and  when  another  mode 
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was  pursued?  In  179^,  when  vo- 
luntary offers  of  service  were  intro- 
duced for  the  defence  of  the  coun- 
try, this  mode  was  represented  as 
n^pugnant  to  the  constitution.  And 
now,  wlien  men  are  callvd  on  to 
tontribute  their  property,  and  per- 
lonal  service  to  the  defence  of  their 
country,  it  is  discovered  to  be  un- 
just and  stigmatized  as  requisition. 
He  admits  the  necessity  of  precau- 
tion, and  yet  reprobated  every  pre- 
ventive measure  that  was  proposed  : 
and,  while  he  agreed  that  it  is  ne- 
cessary to  provide  for  the  defence  of 
the  state,  he  is  dissatisfied  with  the 
means  by  which  security  is  to  be 
obtained. 

Mr.  Fox,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Pitt's 
argument,  in  proof  of  the  inconsis- 
tency between  his  declarations  and 
his  conduct,  observed,  that  though 
he  did  not  oppose  his  vote  to  tlie 
present  resolution,  he  did  not  give 
his  unqualified  assent  to  the  mea- 
sures proposed.  This  was  by  no 
,  means  the  *tage  in  which  membere 
ivere  called  on,  (and  this  was  re- 
marked even  by  Mr.  Pitt  himself, 
this  very  night,  when  he  proposed 
his  resolutions)  to  give  their  senti"- 
mcnts  fully  on  the  question  before 
them. 

Sir  William  Pulteney  did  not  ex- 
pect that  any  difference  of  opinion 
would .  have  aiisen  on  the  present 
question  ;  a  question,  in  his  mind, 
that  embraced  so  many  salutary  ob- 
jects. He  had  only  one  objection 
to  it,  and  that  was,  its  being  a  half 
measure;  it  ought  to  be  extended, 
to  the  full  point ;  and  on  that 
ground  he  should  meet  the  washes 
of  the  minister  with  double  pleasure, 
lie  should  not  apply,  to  ministers 


for  any  additional  information  on 
the  subject.  It  was  evident  that  the 
French  had  an  invasion  of  this  coun- 
try in  view,' and  it  therefore  became 
the  executive  government  to  nnake 
every  proper  and  necessary  prepa- 
ration. 

As  this  force  was  to  be  command- 
ed by  country  gentlemen,  it  could 
not  be  called  an  increase  of  tlie 
power  of  the  crown  :  on  the  cox^- 
trary,  he  should  consider  it  to  be  an 
increase  of  the  power  of  the  coun- 
try against  the  crown.  We  should 
iiot  wait  until  an  Invasion  was  actu-  " 
ally  to  take  place.  Must  not  time 
be  given  for  men  to  be  prepared 
and  disciplined?  or,,  wore  they  to 
march  against  an  invading  enemy, 
without  the  means  of  defence,  or 
•ignorant  of  the  use  ot  those  arm?. 
they  might  chance  to  have  about 
th(?m  ? 

Tlie  resolutions  proposecl  by  Mr. 
Pitt,  respecting  the  augmcntatioa 
of  our  militia  and  naval  force,  ^ve^e 
agreed  to,  and  being  thrown  into 
the  form  of  bills,  were,  after  vari- 
ous objections  and  answers,  an4 
n6t  a  ft  w  alterations,  liniendments, 
and  explanations,  p hissed  into  laws, 
in  the  month  of  D  c ember.  Early 
in  June,  a  bill  was  brought  into  the 
house  of  commons,  by  the  secretary' 
of  state,  Mr.  Dundas,  for  raising 
and  embodying  a  miHtia  in  Scoter 
land.  As  to  the  game»keepersbill, 
which  formed  at  first  a  part  of  the 
cavalry-lMll,stnmgobiection8haTing 
been  made  by  Mr.  Sheridan,  and 
others,  to  its  unconstitutional  prin- 
ciples and  dangerous  tendency,  it 
was,  on  the  second  of  December, 
withdrawn  on  the  second  read- 
ing. 
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fulSc  Expenditure  and  Income. — Army  and  Navify  and  other  Estimates.-^ 
Supplies,  with  Ways  and  Means. — Nezv  Taxes. — Debates  on  these  sulr 
jectt, — Particularly  on  Sums  sent,  and  proposed  to  be  sent  to  the  Km- 
peroTm — Portion  given  uith  the  Princess  Royal. — Relief  to  the  Subscrlben 
to  the  Loyalty   Loan. — Navy   and  Exclieauer  Bills  Funded. — fndiq, 


THE  ancien  t  historians  of  the 
two  principal  nations  of  an- 
tiquity, at  least  of  those  vnth.  whom 
wc  are  at  all  tolerably  acquainted, 
10  charmingand  instructive,  by  their 
2Uencion  to  whatever  is  fitted  to 
engage  attention,  and  interest  the 
human  heart,  have  generally  left  us 
inth.e  dark  about  the  annual  supplies. 
Their  heroes,  indeed,  pertormed 
great  exploits;  but  oT  the  ways  and 
means  by  which  they  raised,  em^ 
bodied  and  supported  their  armies, 
we  do  not  find  in  their  works  any 
regular  or  satisfactory  account:  so 
that  the  leaders  of  ancient  exptdi- 
tions,  have  the  appearance,  in  our 
imagination,  of  sallying  forth  with- 
out scrip  or  purse,  -like  the  adven- 
turers ia  the  ancient  romances. 

Theprogressofsocietyj  theex  tend- 
ed theatres,  and  multiplied  objects  of 
war,  with  new  methods  of  preparijigj 
combining,  and  applying  force,  have 
rendehHl  military  operations  at  sea 
and  land  so  complicated  and  expen- 
Kve,  that  the  intelligent  reader  of 
modem  times  is  not  more  curious  to 
know  the  fortune,  and  fate  of  armies 
and  navies, jKrhoQ  raised,  than  to  be 
made  acquainted  with  the  pecuniary 


resources,  by  which  they  are  sup- 
ported :  in  a  delineation,  therefore.  ^ 
of  great  affain*,  the  passions  and 
views  of  sovereign  princes,  the 
movements  of  armies,  and  the  revo- 
lutions of  states  and  kingdoms,  it 
becomes  indispensibly  necessary  for 
the  modem  historian  or  annaliii, 
to  give  some  account  of^revenut> 
finance,  and  commerce :  a  subject, 
however,  into  which  we  shall  not 
enter  more  than  is  absolutely  nc*- 
ccssary.  We  shall  confine  ourselves 
to  general  results,  it  being  impossible 
to  isfuse  any  degree  of  interest  into 
minute  arithmetical  details,  or  to 
render  them  to  most  men  otlier  than 
tedious,  dry,  and  disgustin<T^ 

The  house  of  commons,  hAvintr 
on  the  twentieth  of  October,  179^>, 
resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of 
supply,  the  secretary-at-vvar  ipovcd 
that  the  estimates,  presented  on  a 
former  day,  should  now  be  taken  into 
consideration.  Though  the  whole 
of  the  estimates,  on  account  of  of- 
ficial delays,  were  not  yet  ready 
for  inspection,  that  portion  of  them, 
which  he  held  in  his  hand,  would 
aflFord  every  information,  in  point  of 
fact,  that  could  come  before  them. 
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The,  estimates  on  the  table  con- 
tained details  of  the  most  material 
arrangements  of  the  current  year, 
and  would  be  found,  e\  cry  way,  ex- 
plicit on  the  M^bjcct  of  tlte  expen- 
diture. 

The  whole  force  of  this  coun-* 
try,  consisting  of  the  common  dis- 
tribution of  guards  apd  garri- 
sons, and  colonies  and  plantations, 
amouiit.ed  to  one  hundred-  and 
ninety-five  thousand  six  hundred 
and  seventy-fonr  fneji,  the  ex- 
jjence  of  which  would  amount  to 
5,190,000/.  The  home  army  con- 
tained all  the  troops  wliich  might 
be  considered  as  serving  for  the 
defence  of  the  country  :  guards, 
regulars  of  every  description,  and 
ienoibles.  The  array,  at  home, 
amounted  to  sixty  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  sixty-five  men.  The 
army,  abroad,  comprehending  the 
"»-  troops  in  the  West  Indies,  Corsica, 
Gibraltar  Cai^da,  Nova  Scotia, 
and  every  foreign  service,  except 
^ose  in  the  East  Indies,  which 
fell  under  a  separate  description, 
amounted  to  sixty- fourthousaud  two 
hundred  and  seventy-six  men.  The 
^rmy,  abroad,  was  composed  en- 
tirely of  regulars  ;  the  army,  at 
home,  of  regulars,  invalids,  militia, 
and  fenciblcs.  Mr.  Wyndham  con- 
cluded his  statements  with  moving 
for  the  land-service  hi'  this  3  car,  one 
hundred  and  ninety  five  thousand 
-men. 

General  Tarlcton  expecicct  that 
the  honourable  secretary  would  have 
gone  more  into  detail.  The  general, 
after  animadverting  on  sundry  cx- 
pences,  which  he  held  to  be  un- 
necessary, adverted  to  a  fact  whicli 
.  w:is  of  the  utmost  importance,  and 
well  deserving  th(5  consideration  of 
the  house  of  commons,  especially  of 
a  new   parliament.     Last  year  the 


expence  of  the  army  amounted  to 
the  full  revenue  of  this  country,  the 
year  previous  to  the  war.    His  ma- 
jesty's speech,  however,  had  directed 
their  attention  to  the atchicveraenls 
that   had  been  performed  by  our 
troops  i  n  d  i  ft'ere  n  t  parts  of  t  he  work! . 
He  did  not  think,  however,  that 
there  was  much  room  for  boasting. 
The   armament,   which  bad  been 
equipped   for  expeditious     to  the 
Wf:st    Indies,   had  been  attended' 
with  enormous  expence.  Wbat  was 
the  reason  that  the  full  advantage, 
which  it  might  have  been  expected 
to  produce,  had  not  been  obtained  ? 
Had  the  fleet  sailed  too  late  in  the 
season,  or  did  the  fault  lie  at  the 
door  of  th*  ministers  ?   Whether 
wc  locked  at  the  general  state  ot 
the  West  Indies,   or  at  particular 
islands,  there  was  not  much  room 
ibr  satisfaction  or  exultafioii.     The 
Caribs,  in  St.  Vincent's,  were  still 
in    a   state  of  insurrection.     The 
troubles  in  Guadaloupe,   atid  vari- 
ous other  islands,  still  interi  upted, 
.and  destroyed,  the  indostry  of  the 
inhabitants.  Victor  Hughes  had  not 
been<lislodged,  nor  his  operations 
^lihconcerted.     In  St.  Domingo tlie 
melancholy  ravages  which  had  been 
made,  by  disease,  afforded  no  satis- 
faction   in  the  review.     Was  tlie 
attempt  to  reduce  this  island  to  be 
prosf-cuted   at  the  expence  of  the 
lives  of  so  many  gallant  and  brave 
men  ?  Almost  every  person  in  that 
house,  and  in  the  country,  had  to 
lament,  the    loss   of  their  friends, 
brought  to  an  untimely  end  by  the 
mortality  which  swept  every  thing 
belc>re  it.     If  we  considered  the 
extent  of  the  armament,  there  was 
something  surely  faulty  in  the  plan, 
or  why  was  there  so  httle  obtained 
for  so  much  expence,  and  so  many 
sacrifices  J 
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Mr.  Uxmef  dciired  to  1m  Sih 
fenned  whit  was  the  number  of 
effective  men  among  the  one  hun* 
died  and  ninety-five  thoonnd  con« 
tsined  in  fhe  secretary  at  war's 
ttatement* 

The  secretary  replied  that  he  was 
Dot  prepared  to  give  any  answer  to 
the  queKion. 

Mr.  Fox  said  he  had  heard  it  al- 
leged that  the  engagement*  made 
on  the  part  of  this  country,  with 
the  MarooBSy  badnot been taithful* 
It  adhered  to.  He  understood  this 
to  be  the  declared  opinion  of  aa  of- 
ficer, of  whose  military  talents,  and 
private  worthy  though  not  person- 
alir  acquainted  with  him,  he  n- 
tcrtained  th  -  highest  o])inion.  He 
alluded  to  colonel  Wi.lpole. 

Mr.  Bryan  Edwards,  not  having 
Kad  the  honour  of  a  seat  in  that 
^se,  until  the  present  parliament, 
made  an  apology  for  calling  tiie  at- 
tention of  the  house  to  any  observa* 
tioQs  of  his.  But  being  perfectly  ac- 
quainted with  the  subject  to  which 
ibe  right  honourable  ^tleman  al- 
inded,  be  begged  the  indulgence  of 
the  house,  while  he  stated  a  brief 
history  of  the  Maroon  negroes )  the 
caase  of  thelate  war  between  those 
people  and  tbe  inhabitants  of  Ja* 
maica>  and  the  conduct  of  the  colo- 
sial  assembly  in  the  tcmination  of 
tbe  business.  The  Maroon  negroes, 
Mr.  Edwards  said,  agreeably  to 
what  has  already  been  stated,  in  the 
volume  of  this  work  for  1795,  are 
the  descendants  of  the  Spanish  ne« 
groes,.  who^  when  the  island  of  Ja- 
maica surrendered  to  the  English,, 
in  I655f  betook  themselves  to  the 
woods.  They  were  left  in  posses* 
•ion  of  the  interior  country,  and 
contittaed  masters  of  the  country  for 
near  a  century,  murdering, without 
nercy,  all  such  white  persons  as 
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attempted  to  make  any  setdemetitt- 
near  them,  not  sparing  even  the' 
women  and  children,  lu  the  year' 
1760,  Mr.  Edwards  bebime  i|c- 
quainted  with  those  .people:  whea- 
he  90onobserved,that  they  were  sua*. 
pidous  allies,  and  would,  some  ^  time 
or  other,  become  very  foinMdable 
enemies.  Yet  it  was  not  trut-,  aa 
sUted  in  that  house,  that  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Jamaica  wanted  tq  g^  rid' 
of  them.  The  inhabitants  in  gene- 
ral, had  conceived  the  highest  opi* 
nion  of  their  utility,  and  treated 
them  with  the  utmost  kindness. 
They  never  asked  a  favour  of  p^o- 
vemment,.  or  of  the  assembly,  that 
was  refused  them.  The  immediate 
cause  of  the  )ate  war  with  the  Ma-  ' 
roons,  Mr«  Edwards  stated  to  be 
this.  "  Two  of  the  Maroons,  hav- 
ing been  found  guilty  of  felony,  in 
the  town  of  Montego-Bay,by  steal* 
ing  from  a  poor  man  two  of  his 
pigs,  were  tried  according  to  law^ 
and  according  to  the  very  letter  ot 
the  treaty,  and  sentenced  to  receive 
a  few  lashes  at  a  cart's  tail.  The 
sentence  was  mild,  and  the  puiiish<* 
'  ment  not  severe ;  but  the  whole 
body  of  the  Treflawney  town  Ma* 
roons,  in  revenge  for  the  indignity, 
offered  to  two  of  their  number,  ira«' 
mediately  took  up  arms,  and  sooa 
afterwards  actually  proc^ded  to  set 
fire  to  the  phmutions.  Sir,  I  shall 
not  uke  up  the  time  of  the  house 
with  a  long  detail  of  military  opera- 
tions. The  gallant  officer,  whom 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  who 
spoke  hbit  named,  had  undoubtedly 
the  merit,  under  the  judicious  or<* 
ders  of  the  earl  of  Balcarras,  of  put- 
ting an  end  to  the  most  unnatural: 
and  unprovoked  rebellion:  and  if 
those.t wo  distinguished  personsr dif- 
fered in  opimon,concemiagthc  terms 
on  whicathe  Maroons  surrendered  ^ 
[K]  it 
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h  h  much  to  be  hnented*  They, 
both  detenred  equally .  well  of  the 
oommttnkvofJamaicaandtheBritish 
empire  at  urge.  Such,  however*  I 
am  sorry  to  say,  was  the  fact,  and 
therefore  the  governor,  very  pro* 
perly,  left  the  whole  to  the  deter- 
mination of  the  assembly.  Sir,  the 
first  conditions  on  which  theMaroons 
were  to  surrender,  were  these ;  Ist. 
that  they  should*  on  a  day  appoint- 
ed, give  Up  their  arms,  and  surren- 
der all  the  fugitive  enslaved  negroes 
who  had  joined  them.  2d,  That 
they  should  ask  the  king 's  pardon  on 
their  knees.  On  these  terms  their  lives 
were  to  be  spared^  and  permission 
granted  them  to  remain  in  the  coun- 
try. Now,  sir^  it  is  a  fact,  not  to  be 
denied^  that  they  did  not  surrender 
on  the  day  fixed ;  and  that  they 
did  not,  then  or  on  any  day  after- 
wardsj  givenp  the  fugitive  negroes. 
I  do  not  believe  that  colonel  Wal- 
pole  avers  that  they  did.  Colonel 
Walpole,  sir,  who  is  not  less  distin- 

fuisbed  for  his  humanity  than  his 
ravery,  thinks,  I  believe,  that  it 
would  have  been  generous  in  the  as- 
sembly to  have  imputed  their  not 
suRendering  in  time  to  their  i^no- 
nmce,  rather  than  to  any  \«/i)fuTde- 
lay^  and  poUtic  to  have  let  them  re- 
main in  the  country  }  but  I  do  not 
conceive  that  he  charges,  either 
the  earl  of  Balcarras  or  tucast^^mbly 
with  treachery.  Thea«6emb]y,how- 
ever,  thought  differently  from  colo- 
nel Walp(3e,  and  that  men  who  hud 
Rotated  their  allegiance,  and  enter* 
edinto  a  bloody  and  cruel  war, with- 
out provocation,  were  unfit  to  ren^aiR 
in  the  island ;  yet,  in  the  ditqjosal 
of  these  people  they  maiiifcstcd  a 
degi^e  of  geperosity  and  teinlcr- 
nessy  which  is  without  example. 
Sir«  after  providing  with  fit  and 
proper  clothing  for  a  dian^e  ofcii- 


mate,  the  ansemU^  seat  them  to 
America,  and  appomted  three  gen- 
tlemen to  accompany  them  thither, 
with  a  sum  of  25,0001.  to  purchase 
lands  for  their  future  settlement, 
and  for  their  maintenance  for  the 
first  year,  after  which  it  is  hoped  the 
example  of  the  white  people,  with 
whqm  they  are  settled^  and  being 
removed  from  the  former  wild  and 
.  savage  way  of  life«  they  may  become 
an  useful  body  of  Teomanry .  I  will 
.add  only  one  wordmore*  Sir,  there 
is  now  agentlemaninthis  town,  who 
conversed  with  the  Maroons  i^ 
night  before  they  sailediand  who  as* 
suresme  that  they  expressed  them- 
selvt^s  wellsatisfied  withthe  conduct 
of  the  assembly  towards  them  $  and 
declared  that  having  conversed  with 
some  American  ne^roea, concerning 
the  country  to  which  they  wei^e  go* 
ing,  they  said  they  were  content  to 
go.  1  hope,  therefore,  we  shall  heart 
no  more  of  the  business. 

Mr.Wilberforceobservedthatthe 
Maroons  had  been  for  one  hundrea 
and  forty  years  on  the  island  of  Ja- 
maica, aud  he  Conceived  that,  if  not 
fit  subjects  of  lenity,  they  were  yet 
ht  subjects  of  instruction.  They 
had  been  British  subjects.  But  he 
was  yet  to  learn,  whether  any  steps 
had  been  taken  to  insect  them, 
or  to  bring  them  to  a  true  know- 
ledgeof  the  blessingsof  Christianity. 
He  did  uot  stand  upas  the  adTocate 
of  the  conduct  of  the  Maroons.but 
he  thought  the  necc:»ary  means 
had  not  been  taken  to  make  them 
acquainted  with  habits  of  virtue. 

Mr.  E<1  wards,  in  reply,  said, 
when  lie  took  the  hbcitj  of  an- 
swering the  charge  of  the  ri;;ht  ho- 
ntiiirahlc  mcmbtr  over  the  vay, 
(alluding  to  Mr.  Fox)  respecting 
the  faith  of  the  country  hav 
ing  been    broken  f   he  did  so,   be- 
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cansc  be  knew  theassertion  was  not 
^rae.  Colonel  Walpole  could  not 
Mj  it  had  been  broke;  although  he 
duamoved  of  the  meaaares  against 
the  Maroons.  He  did  not  expect 
after  be  had  answered  one^observa- 
tion,  to  have  another  started.  Now 
the  planters  are  accused  of  not  in- 
s^twiing  the  Maroons  in  reVtgionf 
and  ioitiaiiDgthem  in  thehabitsof  ci'^ 
vilizedlife.  When  ohjecttons  were 
started,  upon  specnlative  grounds^ 
t^wasnoendof  them.  Were  he 
called  upon  to  deliver  his  own  pri- 
^teopiQion  upon  the  subject,  he 
would  perhaps  disapprove  of  the 
roode  of  confining  the  Maroons  to  se- 
parate communities;  but  situated  as 
thcj  were,  in  this  respect,  they  spoke 
a  langnajje  of  their  own ;  and  of 
course,  being  unacquainted  with  the 
J^oguage  of  the  island,  they  were 
not  capable  of  benefitting  from  the 
cooinjoQ  means  of  instruction,  a  cir- 
caiDstanoe  which,  of  itself,  was  a 
snfficie&t  rM)ly  to  the  objection  of 
tbc  honourable  gentleman.  Thdr 
language  was  a  mixture  of  the  Spa- 
Di^  and  another  laoguage»  which 
tnade  it  impossible  to  teach  them 
the  prindples  of  religion.  He 
Aougbt  whoever  took  it  in  hand 
vould  have  hard  work  to  make 
Christians  of  them.  They  were  so 
addicted  lo  polygamy,  that  it  would 
require  the  ntmost  exertion  of  hu* 
tQ3n  ingenuity  to  confine  them  to 
one  woman.  He  was  contented 
vith  one  woman,  but  hewiusure 
00  Marooo  was.  With  regard  to 
inatnicting  tliem,  by  sending  ^^^gy" 
OKD  among  them,  he  believed  such 
an  attrmpt  would  be  impossible,  for 
he  did  not  know  any  clergyman  that 
would  much  like  to  go.  To  his  cer« 
tain  kiiowied|jef  the  Maroons  were 
catmibals.  He  was  sure,  if  a  cle;-- 
g^maa  was-.te  bs  sent  to  them,  in- 


stead of  listetiing  to  his  docttines, 
they  would  eat  him  up.  Hebe* 
lieved  that,  tinder  ail  these  circum* 
stances,  the  honourable  geotlemao 
would  have  some  difficulty  to  make 
them  converts  -,  hut  there  was  no 
mode  of  proselytism  which  he  ( Mr. 
Wiiberforce)  could  suggest,  that 
would  strike  him  with  surprise,  after 
having  once  heard  him  propose,  o& 
the  moment  that  a  shipLsrrivesfhxn 
Africa,  to  send  a  clergyman,  with  a 
pail  of  wafer,  to  baptize  all  her 
cargo,  without  ever  previously  at* 
tempting  to  instil  into  their  minds 
the  principles  of  religion,  or  to  in* 
form  them  respecting  the  nature 
and  end  of  thp  ceremony. 

Mr.  Fox  was  extremely  glad  that 
he  had  said  the  few  words  that  he 
did  on  Ihe  late  transactions  with 
the  Maroons,  as  it  had  given  rise 
to  the  explanation  of  the  honour* 
able  gentleman  (Mr.  Edwardsi)^ 
which  was  perfectly  satisfactory. 

After  this  interesting  digression^ 
various  resolutions,  moved  by  the 
secretary  at  war,  for  defraying  a 
variety  of  e^pences  for  the  public 
service,  were  nnanimoosly  agreed 
to. 

In  a  committee  of  supply,  on  the 
2d  of  December,  the  secretaiy  at 
war  observed,  that  the  esfimates  of 
expences,  on  thetable,  that  remained 
to  be  voted  were  so  much  matter  of 
course,  and  so  little  different  from 
those  of  last  year,  that  he  did  not 
conceive  it  to  be  necessary  for  him  to 
say  more  than  to  move  the  differ* 
ent  resolutions  founded  upon  them. 
These  resolutions  were  then  moved 
and4igreed  to  accordingly. 

Onthe7thof  December  the  efaan* 
cellor  of  the  exdiequer  produced  his 
annual  estimate  of  the  public  revenue 
and  expenditure,  wit^  a  demand  of 
supplies,  or  what  is  barbarously  caH* 
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ed,  hit  bag  or  budget.  The  sum  total  amount  of  the  snppty,  of  298^0002.f 

of  the  supply  required  for,  the  year  new  taxes  were  to  belaid  foi*  raiding 

^797»  digested  under  the  heads  of  the  interest  of  former  debts'  to  be 

the  wnaaji  the  navy,  mrsceUaneous  liquidated,  and  sums  now  bWftiw* 

ionrioes,^  diminutkn  of  the  nati«  ed  or  anticipated  X  to  the  amount 

•nal  dflbt»  ordnance,  and  deficiency  of  2,1 10,000/.     The  interest  on 

of  ttfxes,  anadonted  to27,647,O00l.  the  loan  was  calculated  at  6/.  I5s. 

The  ways  and  oaeans>  proposed  by  per  cent 

the  chancellor  of   the  exchequer,  Thenew  taxes  for  raising  the  in* 

fer  nMi^  dits  supply,  amounted  to  terest  on  public  expences,  contract- 

27i945,(XSOL :  so  tnat  there  was  an  ed  or  to  be  contracted,  being  stated,  § 

OKoesa  of  ways  and  oieans,  over  the  Mr.  Pitt  said,  that  tbese  were  dif- 
fused 

*  Under  the  head  of  misceUBneotis  terrices  were  comprehended,  besides  the  Turiotis 
spnu  lifiiuUly  voied  for  such  services,  the  sums  gi?en  for  the  provisioa  of  the  emignnc 
French  priests,  tmounting  to  -  .  .  •  ^,  S7a,ooa 

Forthediminutlon  of  the  national  debt  •  •  aoo,ooo 

Ordnance  -  -  -  -  -  i,033,ooo 

Ddnying  of  land  and  malt  taxes  -  *  -  35o,ooo 


PeficicfKy  of  other  taxes,  after  deducting  the  surplus  of  grants  for> 

1 700,  which  amounted  to  4<zo,ooo^  C    1,033,000 

A  vote  of  credit,  which  he  intended  to  move  for,  and  which  he  should\ 


1700,  which  amounted  to  4<zo,ooo^ 
<i  vote  of  credit,  which  he  intended  to  ruw,«  .^.,  ...^  ,...«^  »«  .u.*^*. .     «  ^^^^ 
atowaidsexplain.  /   s,ooo.ooo 


f  The  ways  and  means  proposed,  were, 

Land  and  malt  tax                 -                 .              •               .,  s, 750,000 

Produce  of  the  consolidated  fund                  -                 •                 •  1,075,000 

Sttfplttsof  grants  of  17  gd                 ...                 .  4ao,ooo 
Surplus  of  the  lottery,  after  deducting  the  sum  due  upon  it  to  the  loyalists     soo,ooo 

A  Tolnntaiy  loan          ....  18,000,000 

Sxchcquer-biUs  to  be  issued                 •                  -r                -  5,ooo,ooo 

Total  of  ways  and  means                 •                .                 -  a7,g4»,ooo 

Total  of  supplies  demanded              ...              •  27,047 

Surplusofun^s  and  means                  •                 •             '    >  393,000 

t  Fdr  the  hiterest  of  13,000,0001.  of  loan  -  •  i,ai5,oco 

For  interest  on  5,000,OOOL  of  exchequer-bills  •  -  975,000 

For  interest  on  excess  of  navy  debt,  beyond  the  estinrate  of  1700,  be-\       _ ,  ^  ^^^^ 

hlg8jS50,000L  ,        /         815,000 

For  imerett  of  futare  excess  of  navy  debt,  calculated  at  5,703,ooo2.  37  7  ,000 

SttbititatBiDrabandoning  the  odUueral  bill  -  -  1 40,000 

^  a,3S2,OO0 

Fram  this  was  to  ht  deducted  the  interest  to  the  subacription  to  fhel 
loan  of  900,000i.  by  the  East4ndia  company,  therefore  the  sum  of  taxes  >  a,l  ia»00o 
to  be  provided  for  wouid  be  J  ' 

§  The  new  taxes  were  as  follow*. 

KXCISE.    ,  £. 

Ten  per  cent,  on- ti9o                   .                  ^                     •     •      .  4i,oooo* 

Ten|>ercept:,oncofiee                     -                    4                   •  a(i,ooQ 
'  Addifiipnal  duty  On  sa)es  by  auction,  3}  in  the  pound  00  estates,  and  1 

and  ad.  on  goods      -^      '           '    •          *-                            /  ~  «,ooo 
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ftiied  over  to  many  artidet,  thai 
they  would  operate  with  equality^ 
and  yet  ool  bear  hard  gn  the  poor* 
By  the  production'  of  the  taxes  it 
might  be  inferred,  that  the  war  had 
not  materially  injured  the  sources  of 
our  prosperity.  Having  explained 
the  grounds  of  his  estimates^  as 
nearly  as  he  could,  both  of  the  re- 
quisite supplies  and  the  means  of  re- 
odviag  them^  he  took  notice  of  an 
expeoce  of  a  particular  nature  that 
had  occurred  in  the  interval  of  par* 
iiament :  an  aid  mnted  to  the  em- 
poor.  A  sum  of  about  1}20Q>00(H. 
lie  bdie^ed,  had  been  allotted  to  that 
priace.  To  have  withheld  this  as- 
sistance would  have  been  to  sacri* 
fioe  thebcat  hope  of  this  countiy  of 
bringing  the  present  contest  to  a 
fortunate  issue.  It  was  hi$  intention, 
i£  this  conduct  should  meet  their 


approbation,  to  claiih  and  sbUA 
tneir  confidence,  in  continuing  thil^ 
same  system.  He  could  not,  for  ob^ 
vious  reasons,  propose  any  specific 
sum  to  be  granted  to  his  Imperial 
majesty.  But  if  they  should  think 
proper  to  repose  the  same  confidence 
m  ministers,  in  granting  such  occa^ 
sional  aid  as  they  might  see  to  be  ne<^ 
cessary,  it  shoiud,  on  their  part,  be 
exercised  with  the  same  caution.  He 
therefore  proposed  a  vote  of  three 
millions,  chiefly  with  a  view  of  en4 
abling  ministers  to  make  advanoei 
to  our  allies,  if  we  should  be  co«i^ 
pelled  to  persevere  in  the  war. 

The  resolutions^  for  raising  the 
supplies,  with  the  wavs  and  means/ 
being  moved  b^  Mr.  rkt, 

Mr.  Grey  impug^ned  his  states 
ments  as  false  and  erroneous,  and 
his  demands  as  aasuitable  to  the 


Oa  bricks.  Is.  per  thousand 
Spifits,  Id.  per  gallon 
Lkxoces  on  Scots  distillery 


Brought  over 


CUSTOMS. 


810,000 

ao,ooo 
aioyooo 
aoo,ooo 


Toul  excise      ssa,ooo 


Sagar,ss.  6d.  percwt.                  -                  -                  .              -  aso^ooo 

Fqiper                    -                  -                  -                  •                  -  loiooo 

Tea  per  ceni,  on  brimstone,  iron,  oil  olive,  and  staves                 •  43^9a» 

Five  per  cent,  on  all  other  customs ;  prize  goods,  coals,  snd  wine  ezcepfed  \  10,000 

Other  articles  on  import,  such  as  starch,  bricks,  &c«                    -  33,000 

Total  of  castoeu    4W,ooo 

AdditiMud  to  the  assessed  taxes  and  new  boiuc-taz,  .10  per  cent. 

Rcf^tion  of  stamps  .  -  ^  • 

Aa^tioaal  postage  and  regolatron  of  the  post-ottcc 

Stage  coaches  a[dtf!tional  -  -  .       - 

Staops  on  parcels  (given  up  afterwards) 

Canal  navigation  ^  -  •  .      • 


Anumnt  of  the  annuity  or  mterest  to  be  railed 


tK«3 


Totsl  amount  of  new  taxes    9,132,000 

2,110,000 


EBSestof'taxew   32,000 
fituatioq^ 
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«timtion»  and  unnroessary*  to  the 
true  interests  of  this  country.  He 
hoped  that,  if  th^  house  retained 
any  regard  for  the  functions  with 
whidi  they  were  invested,  and  that 
economy  which  the  situation  of  af- 
lurs  so  much  required,  they  would 
consider  the  subject  with  serious  at« 
tention,  and  adopt  some  effectual 
plan  to  check  the  extravagance 
which  was  practised,  and  that  neg* 
lect  of  their  controul  which  marked 
the  public  expenditure*  It  would 
be  found,  he  said,  that  great  as 
the  burthens  about  to  be  imposed 
were,  there  would  be  still  far- 
tfaer  impositions  to  a  very- great 
amount. 

Mr.  Pitt  was  ready  to  admit  that 
the  accounts,  on  which  he  now  rea* 
toned,  of  the  exports  and  imports, 
were  not  very  correct,  aud  he  never 
meant  to  argue  from  them,  as  by 
themselves  supporting  a  precise  con* 
elusion,  with  regrard  to  the  state  of 

^ our  commerce.  They  were,  how- 
ever, as  correct  now,  as  thev  had 
been  on  former  occasions ;  and,  by  a 
comparison  of  them  wiih  former 
statements,  it  appeared  that  the  ex- 
cess of  the  exports  and  imports  was 
as  great  as  in.  times  of  peace.  He 
conceived  it  probable  that  the  taxes 
would  be  eqsual  to  all  the  ends  which 
they  were  a  signed  to  support,  and 
he  wished  to^know,  whetlier  the  ex- 
perience whch  had  already  been 
€>btained,  was  svch  as  ought  to  in« 
duce  him  to  propose  additional  bur«' 
thens,  while  the  nrcessity  of  so  ui> 
pleasant  a  task  was  by  no  means  as* 
pertained  ? 

MT'  Fox  considered  the  present  as 
one  of  the  n^os  t  false  statements  of 
finance  that  was  ever  brought  for- 
ward«  calculated  merely  to  delude 

'  the  people  of  this  oountry  ;  and  ac» 
companied  with  some  political  ob* 


serrations,  which  were  a  libeion  die 
constitution.      Though  the  bouse 
were  about  to  vote  burthensi  equal 
to  the  whole  that  had  been  imposed 
during  the  first  three  years  dF  the 
French  and  American  war,  they 
would  find  that  above  one  milUon 
more  wras  still  actually  necessary*  If 
this  be  true,  said  he,  a&  it  certainly 
is,  what  shall  we  say  of  the  honour* 
able  gentleman's  mir  statements  ? 
Mr.     Fox    having    made     several 
strictures  on  the  terms  of  the  pre- 
sent  loan,   came   to   the  vote  of 
credit,  for  money  to  be  given  at  the 
discretion  of  ministry  to.  the  empe* 
ror :  to  whom  he  had  alreadv  gives, 
without  the  consent  of  parliament, 
twelve  hundred  thousand  pounds. 
He  had  not  seen  the  dote  ef  this 
advance ;  but  those  who  were  mem« 
bers  of  last  parliament  could  not 
have  forgotten,  that,  for  the  last 
three  months  of  that  parliament,  not 
a  week  elapsed  in  whii^k  some  qucsr 
tion  was  pot  put  to  the  minister,  in 
which  he  was  called  upon  to  de* 
clare,  whether  he  intended  t6  grant 
any  pecuniary  assistance  to  the  em» 
peror  ?  Did  the  minister  mean  to  say 
be  intended  to  assist  him,  but  that 
he  thought  his  own  authority  for  that 
purpose  sufficient  ?  If,  said  Mr.  Fox, 
these  are  the  sentiments  he  acted 
upon  in  this  country ;  if  the  minis*- 
ter  be  permitted  to  carry  them  into 
effect,  I  declare,  for  myself^  that  the 
constitution  of  this  country  is  not 
worth  figliting  for,   I  wish  to  know 
on. what  principle  it  is  that   the 
minister  taxes  this  power  upop  |um<- 
self,  rather  than  reler  it  to  the  com* 
mons  of  Great  Britain,  to  whom, 
and  to  whom  only,  it  constitutionally 
belongs^     If  he  directs  the  appli- 
cation of  the  mpney  of  the  people 
thus,  upon  foreign  affairs,  without 
the  consent  of  parliament^  I  see  no 
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reason  why  ht  should  not  claim  tile 
fame  power  (as  I  dare  say  he  will,  if 
he  succeeds  in  this)  orer  the  whole 
of  oar  doniMtic  concemt.*  |  am  iure 
ihereaioD  he  gives  for  the  one,  will 
just  as  well  apply  to  the  other.    Be 
saySf  that  psffharoent  could  not  cal* 
cuJate  so  well  as  he  could  upon  the 
oecessityy  and  upon  the.  amount. 
That  may  be  said  as  correctly  of  our 
domestic  as  of  foreign  affisirs.    Uii* 
til  tins  instance  occurred,  the  minis* 
ter  thought  it  decent  to'  apply  to 
parKamenty  and  to  give  you  an  esti- 
mate of  what  you  are  t«  provide 
/or ;  but  now  he  tells  you  that  he 
did  not  think  it  necessary  to  consult 
youy  because  you  are  not  judges  of 
the  extent  of  it.     Di'd  he  consuH 
you  on  the  princiule  of  it  ?  He  cer* 
tainly  did  not.    He  snfier^  the  bat 
parliament  to  be  dissolved ;  he  suflSer- 
ed  you  all  to  meet  your  constituents 
with  an  assunmce  ( I  do  not  say  his 
positive  and  dechred  assurance^  but 
by  bis  silence  he  gave  you  an  im- 
plied assurance)  that  no  money  was 
to  be  advanced  to  the  emperor  in 
the  interval  of  this  dissolution.    On 
the   twenty-«eventh  of  December 
you  met.  Did  he  give  you  any  inti- 
mation of  his  having  advanced  this 
money  before  you  were  called  toge- 
ther? Did  he  give  you  any  iutiina- 
tion  of  it  before  this  very  night, 
when  be  comes  before  you  with  his 
fresh  burthens  on  the  people  ?    Not 
^  word !  for  this  conduct,  I  say^'he 
ought  to  be  impeached.     He  has 
kad  it  in  his  power  to  consult  yon 
on  this  subject  long  ago,  as  it  was 
his  dutj.      He  has   neglected    to 
do  so,  by  which  he  has  maniicbted 
a  determination  to  dispose  of  the 
noney  of  the  people  ol  this  coun«> 


try,  YTithout  consulting  dicir  teprc^ 
tentatives.    This  is^  aggravatecl  b/ 
his  not  calling  paiiiament  together 
sooner.      If  be  had  adtancM  the 
money  before  you  met,  why  did  he 
not  tell  you  so  :  what  reason  can  be 
assigned  for  this?  In  the  name  of 
God,  what  can  be  said  but  that  the 
minister  thinks  his  judgement  bettef 
than  the  judgements  of  the  repic^ 
sentatives  of  the  people  of  Grest 
Britain  ?   He  has  said  much  upon 
tik  time  on  which  this  money  -waa 
advanced.     If  he  had  any  intention 
of  advancing  this  money  before  the 
dissolution,  why  did  he  not  ttate 
that  intention  to  the  last  paiitameot  i 
Or,  if  he  found  oat  the  neoessitf  of 
it  since  the  dissolution,  might  he  not 
have  said  so  to  the  present  parlia« 
ment  long  a^o  ?    But  he  has  acted 
merely  on  his  own  authority^  for 
the  purpose  of  establishing  the  piin* 
ciple  that  ministers  are  better  judges 
or  the  manner  in  which  the  pumic 
money  is  to  be  apofied,  than  the  re* 
presentatives  of  the  people.    The 
minister  says,  that  we  Miould  frel  the 
utmost  confidence  in  lending  oar 
money  to  the  emperor,  because  we 
have  seen  in  the  emperor  those  he* 
roic  qualities   which    nsuaUy    ac- 
com|>any  good  faith.    Now„  supi* 
posing  heroism  to  be  a  good  criteri- 
on of  good  faith  in  pecuniary  con^ 
cerns,  I  should  like  to  trv  the  efiect 
of  this  mode  of  rcasomng.    Sup* 
p<>se»  for  a  moment,  that  we  were 
in  a  state  of  neutrality  with  regard 
to  the  French  repubhc,  and  it  was 
proposed  that  we  should  lend  money 
to  the  Fren£h,  would  the  minister 
say  we  should  lend  them  nMyiey? 
Certainly  he  would  not:  and  yet, 
if  good   faith  in   pecuniary   en« 


*  Tbii  predictfOB  may,  perhaps^  be  considsicd,  hj  ^ome»  u  in  some  measun  ful- 

[KiJ  gagementt 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


3363    AJ^NUAL    RECrSTER,    17&7. 


||Qgeinciits  yrzB  to  .be  meuured 
fc^  heroic  qualities,  there,  are'  none 
tti  'whom  we  sfcould  be  more  ready 
to 'lend  our  ittoney;  for,  of  their 
valour,  they  >have  giYen  abundant 
jrfoofs.'*     . 

Mr.  '¥ox  then  proceeded  to  etate 
the  situation  of  the  emperor  and  tht 
Crench  at  this  moment,  in  which 
lie  maintained,  that,  with  ail.-^hc 
•occeBses'of  the  Austrians  in  the  lat* 
tsF  part  of  the  present  campaign^ 
anottier  could  not  be  opened  undtr 
circumstances  of  more  advantage 
'  tcrthe  emperor,  than  those  in  which 
h^  had  been  placed  at  the  com* 
menoement  of  the  last.  He  here 
too)D  notice  of  the  recent  successes 
<^  the  French  in  Italy  j  and,  by  way 
of  answering  the  praises  bestowed 
on  the  good  qualities  of  the  house 
of*  Austria,  he  inatauced  the  cruel- 
ties that  had  been  exercised  on  the 
tmforttmate  M.  La  Fayette,  which 
had  excited  horror  all  orer  £u-. 
ftfpe:  He  was  afraid,  he  said,  that 
then;  was  no  question  to  be  stated, 
in  rhe  resolutions  of  this  night,  that 
would  bring  the  propriety  or  hnpro- 
priety  of  sending  money  to  the  emi- 
p<ri)r, •  without  the  consent  of  par- 
liament, with  propriety  under  dis- 
eusstoQ.  However,  when  it  should 
come  before  the  house,  he  should 
eertaiiiiy  meet  it  with  his  direct  ne- 
gative ;  for  it  was  a  ditectand.daring 
attaek  on  the  British  constitution. 
•.  The  resolutions,  for  raising  the 
suppiiesi  were  then  piit,  and  car- 
ried. 

On  the  report  of  these  resolutions 
on .  the  day  thereafter,  Mr.  Fox 
took  .occasion  to  enter  again  into 
the  subject  of  the  money  uiat  had 
been  granted,  or  promised,  !by  mi* 
nistry,  en  their  own  authority,  to  the 
emperor.  In  conclusion  of  a  long 
and  anitiiatcd  specchi  he  said^  if| 


aftec  what  we  have  lost  ifi  moneys 
in  reputation,  and  blood,  we  are 
also  to  submit  to  this  opprrssiony  the 
house  of  commons  is  no  longer  to  be 
considered  as  a  branch  of  the  con- 
stitution ;  and  there  will  be  little  in 
our  goveniroent  to  distinguish  it 
front  absolute  monarchies. 

Mr.  Pitt  contended,  that  although 
a  controul  over  the  public  expendi- 
ture wis  essential  to  the  freedom  of 
the  constitution,  yet  the  geneiai 
principle  was  subject  tojimitittions^ 
la  the  best  and  most -glorious 'eras 
in  the  history  of  our  govermnent^ 
the  principle  of  extmordiifaries  had 
been  received  not.-only  (or  individual 
expences,  but  recognized  upon  ge- 
neral views.  Parliament  had  some- 
times committed  to  bis  najeaty  not 
new,  but  special  powera,  which 
superseded  ail  general  qneatioiia.  In 
reality,hc  observed,  the  discretionary 
power,  relating  ;to  the  subject  in 
question,  had  been  committed  to  his 
majesty.  From  his  majesty's  message 
of  the  d^th  of.  last  year,  aod  the 
act  by  which  it  was  followed*  grant- 
ing a  vote  of  credit,  which  were 
read  at  the  table,  it  appeared,  that 
a  power  was  granted  to  his  majesty 
to  apply  the  sum  contained  in  the 
vote  of  credit,  as  the  exigendea  of 
the  state  might  reouire. 

Sir  William  Pultnev,  after  ob- 
serving that  the  control  of  the  house 
of  commons,  over  the  public  purse 
of  the  conntry,  was  the  main  pillar 
of  the  British  constitution,  said,  that 
it  unfortunately  happened,  that  ex- 
traordinaries,  and  a  vote  of  ccedit, 
must  be  granted  every  year.  But, 
surely  it  never  was  intended^  that 
subsidies  to  foreign  pcnvers  should 
he  supplied  by  a  vote  of  credit. 
New  circumstances  might  occur  to 
"render  it  proper  for  ministers  to  ex- 
ercise their  discretion  ;  but  here  the 
circum- 
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circumsUBC.ss  were  {anutn^  and 
had  beeo  !aid  before  periiamenl. 
Jhe  dUca^'erj,  that  this  lUni  had 
been  adv^iooed*  canae  put  in  a  very 
suspicioris  manner  indeed.   It  coold 
no  longer  be  cciceafed.     There 
feemei  lo  have  bem  a  desire  of 
coocrai'^ig  the  £ict  as  long  as  possi- 
ble,^!^  a  diaclosuee  was  only  com- 
pel l^y  necessity.    He  cpuld  not, 
bov  ever,  go  the  leagth  of  stopping 
tbc  sappiiesj  though  he.  was  of  opi* 
DA*^^  that  a  very  strong  mark  of 
ceoBuie  oogbt  to  be  inflicted  by  the 
^xsfi.    The  right  honourable  gen« 
ieman  S8id«  that  there  were  qoali 
^catioqs  to  the  geaend  principle* 
and  that  ministers  were  allowed  to 
exercise  their  discretion.    It  must 
be  confiased  that    ciicomstances 
may  ariie*  when  government  was 
pofectly  jostifiaUeia  remittiQgsup- 
plieiabroad,  for  senrlces  beiicficial 
to  this  ooontfy  s   and  when  such  a 
ineasure  was  adopted  by  the  present 
lainUter  woat^f&tn  since,  in  his  in- 
terference with  regard  to  Holland* 
tbat  condoct  received  bis  most  hear- 
ty approbation.   This  present  case, 
bowever,  was  of  a  >ery  different 
^cription ;  and,  by  ne^ecting  to 
cooicdt  parliament^  at  a  time  when 
it  wassitting,  on  the  eapeoditure  of 
the  public  money,  the  minister  ap- 
peared to  set  himself  above  their 
controul,  and  be  indifiereot  as  to 
tbetri^)probat3oo.  Upon  Che  whole 
be  trusted   that   this    proceeding 
would  not  pass  the  house  of  com- 
fflons,  without  recdvingsottiestrong 
QMrks  of  ita  disapprobatioii.    He 
«^  very  glad  that  the  subject  had 
JMCQ  brought  fopward  in  the  way 
it  had  been  done;    and  he  bopedj 
l^ttha  house  would  never  witneu 
in  fiatare,  a  similar  violation  of  the 
pnaciples  of  the  constitution.  The 
anmense  navy  debt  which  had  been 


contracted,  in  his  opinion,  proved 
great  ratsmaaagcnaent)  and  want  of 
^Yresigfat,  in  that  department*  -  It 
appeased,  that  great  abuses-pcevaiU 
ed  in  the  tramport^servioe  &  and  the 
house  ought  scrioufdy  to  inquire  inta 
the  causer  which  had  oecasioned 
the  shameful  prodigality  which  had 
been  observed,  and  endeavour  to 
£nd  a  remedy. 

Mr.  Grey  said,  thai  much  paio^ 
and  many  apprehension^^  badarascOf 
from  the  fetir  of  a  threatened  tnva«r 
sion,  but  he  would  ventore  to  say^ 
tbatno  invasion  or  attack*  that  could 
take  place,  would  go  so  decidedly 
to  the  destruction  oi  all  that  was 
valuable,  namely,  .the.  liberty  .of  the 
country,  as  auch  a  power^  if  lodged 
in  the  hands  of  mtntstera.  Viewing 
the  subject  in  this  light,  he  thought 
it  his  duty  to  oppose,  at  least  tosusr- 
pend  ther  supplies.  He  therefore 
moved,  that  the  second'  teadiog  of 
the  resolutions  should  be  put  off  till 
to*naorrow;  and  if  the  bouae  should 
agree  to  this  motion,  he  would,  to* 
morrow,  move  the  house  to  resolve 
that,  in  making  these  advances  with-* 
out  the  consent  of  parliament,  the 
minister  had  been  guilty  of  a  high 
crime  and  misdemeanor.  A  debate 
was  continued  for  some  time  with 
great  warmth  on  this  subject;  buti 
on  a  division  of  the  honse,  Mr* 
Grey'a  motion  was  negatived  by 
164  against  58. 

This  subject  was  brought  again 
into  the  house  of  commons,  *oa  the 
fourteenth  of  December,  by  Mr. 
Fox^  who  moved,  "  That  his  ma^ 
jesty's  ministers,  having  authorized 
and  directed,  at  difiereot  times, 
without  the  consent,  and  during  the 
sitting  of  poriiament,  the  issued 
various  sums  of  money,  for  theser* 
vice  of  his  Imperial  majesty,  and 
also  fcNT  the  service  of  the.  army,  un- 
der 
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4er  the  prince  of  OoQd6,*  have 
mrted  contrary  to  their  doty,  and  to 
the  tnut  reposed  in  them,  and  have 
therefore  violated  the  oonititutional 
privileges  of  this  house." 

Tlie  fi^rnier  debates,  on  this  sub* 
jeet,  were  now  resumed,  and  c3h« 
tinned  to  a  ver>'  late  hour,  fk  was 
one  of  the  gravest  and  most  serious^ 
as  well  as  copious  and  ptotracted  de- 
bates, that  took  place  in  the  present 
•essTon  of  parliament  Not  a  few 
members^  who  asually  followed  the 
minister  with  undeviating  uniformi- 
ty, appeared  to  be  seriously  alarm- 
ed at  the  neglea»  or  rather  con- 
tempt, he  had  shewn  of  the  house 
jnf  conimons,  in  giving  away  the 
'public  money,  without  so  moch  as 
apprising  them  of  it,  and  even  in 
cautiously  concealing  it  from  them. 
The  same  topics  of  reasoning  a- 
gainstyand  in  defence  of  the  minis- 
'ier,  were  handled  in  various  man« 
ners,  and  placed  in  various  lights, 
according  to  xht  genius,  and  habi- 
tual modes  of  thinking,  of  the  dif- 
ferent speakers.  We  do  not  con- 
eeive  it  to  be  any  essential  part  of 
this^  historical  sketch  to  enter  into 
the  s))eeches  of  senators,  any  far*» 
ther  than  may  benecessar>'  tostatei 
the  mosi}  solid  arguments  that  werfe 
addressed  to  the  understaftiHng^and 
on  which  theconvlctionsorknpres- 
lions  made  on  tho  h^isdeuippear  to 
have  chiefly  turned.  .^  iTo  follow 
men  of  vartbns  /knowledge  and 
lively  fancies  thvoi^haH  the  com- 
binations/ and  sportive  escorsbns 
of  their  imagination,  would  be 
endless,  and  to  trace  all  the  com* 
mon-place  observations  of-  every 
speaker  an  irksome  task,  botb  to  the 
writers  and  th^readers  of  this  parra* 


tive.  Nevertheless,  on  dift  tmpor* 
tant  business,  we  shaU  set  forth  the 
ideas  that  appear  to  have  been  up* 
pernoost  in  the  minds  of  nruMt  of 
the  different  speakers.  , 

Mr.  alderman  Combe,  in  obedi« 
eoce  to  tlie  instructions  of  his  con* 
stituents,  seconded^themotionmade 
by  Mr:  Fox.  The  discounting  of 
the  bills,  drawn  for  the  purpose  of 
remitting  money  to  the  Imperial 
troops,  had  swallowed  up  so  much 
of  the  money  of  the  bank,  as  to 
compel  that  great  body  to  narrow 
their  discounts,  and  the  Bntish 
merchants  were  made  to  suffer,  (hat 
the  German '  troops  might  be  aup- 
plied. 

Mr.  Pitt,  •  after  a  great  deal  of 
pre^ory  matter,  respecting  theoon- 
cession  which  Mr.  Fox  bad  beeu 
oblfgod  to  make,  in  admitting,  that 
the  right  of  the  house,  to  dispose  of 
the  public  money;  was  subject  to 
some  limitations,  shewed,  from  par- 
HaiTientary  htstoty,  that  the  measure 
now  attacked  was  not  unprece- 
dented; nor  unconstitutional.  In 
the  present  case,  he  contended  still, 
as  he  had  done  before,-  that  it  was 
expedient  and  necessary. 
'  Mr.  Bragge  asked  the  gentlemen 
of  the  opposition,  whether  they 
would  be  content  to  have  this  mo- 
ney that  had  be?n  sent  to  the  em* 
peror.  festered  to  tlie  treasury,  and 
would  ratlier  see  the  French  naarch* 
ing  up  to  Vienna  ?  Upontbe  wh<^, 
his  opinion  was,  that  the  conduct 
of  the  minister,  so  far  from  meriting 
censure,  was  highly  deserving  of  the 
gratitude  of  the  nation;  but,  at  the 
same  rime,  he  wasdeurons  that  the 
proceeding,  dictated  by  necessity, 
shanidnotbetlrawn  into  precedeiit 


•To  whom  a  remittance  of  soo^ooe/.  of  whidi  parQament  knew  nothing,  had  bren 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


History. ^p  Europe.     [190 


m  hdoK,  notwithuaiidiiig  die  4IQ- 
tpicioQs  ooDsequences/ with  which 
it  wa»  now  attended.  He  wooM, 
with  tluA  view,  propose  a  reBolutton 
lo  the  haoBCg  the  object  of  which 
would  Ik  to  guard,  on  the  one 
hand,  the  privileges  of  the  house, 
and,  00.  the  other,  to  pay  a  due  re- 
ipect  to  the  services  peribrined  by 
nuDiaters,  whom  he  could  dot  help 
admiring  for  their  mi^miBimity  and 
fcnrioes  lo  tbcir  country.  He  would, 
therefore,  move,  as- an  amendment 
to  the  motion  made  by-  the  right 
hoaojpiable  gentleman,  to  leave  out 
fiomthe  first  word,  ''  That,'*  dind 
to  inaert,  *'  the  measure  of  advancing 
the  aeveral  suixu  o(  mooevy  which 
appear,:  AtMntheaocountspre.-ented 
to  the  house  4a  thesesstoabf  pariia- 
BKQt,  10  have  been  issued  for  liie 
service  of  the  emperor,  though  not 
to  be  diawD  into  preoedeiu,  but 
vpoa  -oocasion  of  special,  nedessky, 
waa*  imder  the  pecoHar  circotn- 
staftoesof  the  case,  a  justifiable  and 
proper  exercise  of*  the  discretion 
vested  to  hs pnajcsty's  ministers,* by 
the  voce  of  credit,-  and  calculated 
to  produce  consequesioes,- '  which 
have  proved  highly  advantageous  to 
the  conuQon  cause,  >  and  to  the  ge- 
neral inleresrs  of  finrope." 

Mm.  alderaiao  l^sbington  ob- 
served that  there  was*  so  close ian 
unity  of  coDf^tsctton  and  interest  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  his  Im- 
panel noigesty,  ihatwhatever  affected 
Ibe  one,  equally  affected  the  other. 
The  one  cooU  not  fte|  distress 
vitbotti  ibe  other  suffering  a^sbarb. 
ReipeoCing  the  estportatioo  of  spe- 
cie^ which  foir  a  time  baddisi^greea- 
ble  ponsequences  >  an  increased 
SUMS  of  prc^rty  required  an  in- 
otase  in  the  circulating  medium  $ 
but  as  this  did  not  increase  in  an 
PJQ9I  pniportioD,  the  vitbdrawiog 


any  p^rtof  it  was  a  cause  of  embar* 
TRssment,  but  that  only  temporary, 
Mr.  alderman  Anderson  said,  thal« 
at  the  meeting  of  the  livery  of  Lon* 
don,  in  whicn  only  about  a  tendi 
part  were  present,  a  flaming  speech, 
by  a  member  of  that  house  (Mr.  W« 
Smith)  had  determined  them  to  give 
the  instructioiis  that  had  been  stated 
l^  his  colleague.  But  he  himselif 
had  t^ainly  told  them  that  he  woul4 
not  vote  ^inst  the  minister. 

Gol.  Mar4 wood  (late  in  theEast-* 
-India  company's  service,  in  Bengal) 
-said,  that' if  the  minister^  thiscoun- 
tiy,  with  a  vote  of  credit,  betweeo 
iwo  and  three  millions  ^t  his  com^^ 
mand,  bad  hesitated  to  give  some  pe« 
^cuniary  aid  towards  the  encourage- 
ment of  i  tho^e  gioHous  Exertions, 
»whicb'fiol«enly  saved  Crermany,  bat 
Englai^d;  frtjm  a  very  criticsH  situa- 
tk>n;  he  ivbuld  have  well  deserved  to 
becorfied.  He  was  not  one  of  thote 
^arho  considered  the  invasion  of  Eng- 
land merely  as  a  bttgbear.  Whoever 
argued  ii>  this  maimer,  he  would  ven- 
ture to  assert,  was  totally  ignorant  of 
the  subject.  He  was  decidedlyof  opi- 
nion, as  be  had  said  before,  that,  had 
not  the  ministers  assisted  his  Impjrikl 
majesty,  they  would  have  richly  d^ 
seiVed  to  be  carsed.  Fhe  coloners 
cufsing  zeal,  by  relaxing  the  muscles 
of 'the  boc»se,  relieved,  for  a  moment, 
the  taedkim  of -tliis  long  debate. 

Colonel  Giiscolgne,  who  had 
come  down  to  the  house,  with  a 
determined  resolution  to  vote  ih  fa* 
vour  of  tlie  motion  for  censuring 
ministers,  was  now  convinced,  from 
what  he  had  heard;  that  the  trans- 
action, which  had  been  made  « 
ground-  of  charge  against  him,  had 
been  the  established  practice  of  go- 
vernment since  the  reyoliHion, 

Mr.  Sheridan   thought   that  the 

principle  oq  which  the  measure  in 

i^uestion 
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questioa  was  di^fended,  wa§  more 
daogeroug  thap  even  fmy  applica- 
tloDofit  €ould  .be  thou^t  impoH- 
tic.'  It  arrogated  to  the  minUteF  a 
Tjgh^  to  judge  of  thecestentas  well 
a^  the  mode  of  public  expenditure, 
9pid  exalted  him  into  an  absolute 
dictator.        : 

Sir  WilUam  Pulteney  dedaccd 
Ills opinioD,. that  all  the  mii^ister  had 
<aidi  on  the.  necea&ity  of  the  measure, 
could  not  do  away  the.doetrine  that 
.the  house-of  commons  bad,  .consti* 
.ti^tion^lyj  the  xiQDtnHil  o£.  the  pub- 
lic pur^  fK>r  that  it  was  thedutyof 
the  minister  tp.  submit  the  isoea^wrc 
,lo,  tbe..4)99se  of  eomisfonft  much 
joon^r  ,th9p  he  did*  He  had.  at* 
ten4ed  to,al}  that  the  minister  had 
said,  biH  confiBsaed  thA<:hedi4  nol, 
hy*  a^y  nieaps,  think  hmt^sttficd, 
i^om  wbaV'had  appeared:  in-  thedia- 
.dOBsioppftjie  subject.  ,But  nn  h6» 
j]K>uiaj|}le  gentleman,} on  .the  other 
llde  of  thfi  house,  l^d  moved  an  a* 
ibeodnieut  to  the  original}  thala- 
^endment,  in  hi9  optnioDi' although 
it  came  from  a  gentleman  who  de- 
f^ded.the  minister,  imj^ied  a  de- 
gree of  censure  in  his  conduct  in 
this  matter ;  and  he  wasooDient  with 
any  censure,  rather  than  not  have 
iiny.  Some  gentlemen  seemed  to 
think  ihere  was.  no  bl^me  to  be  at^ 
tacbed  to  mipisters  upon  this  oc- 
casion* He  thought  there  was  a 
great  deal,  and  therefore  that  there 
^honhi  be  some  nuirk  .aet  upon 
iT^:.  conduct,  to,  denote  th6  disap- 
^•<^ation  of  the  house. 
^•Klr,  Wilberforoe  .apprehended 
^^  ^Vyote  of  credit  gave  (o  miois- 
^fl  'a  general  discretion :  but  that 
fh^  whole  pf' their  conduct  Was  sub- 
ject to  the  revision  of  the  house  of 
comxnons.  He  'defended  the  con- 
duct of  the  minister, 

M^.  W.  ^rnith  remarked  that  the 


amendment,  akfaoiigh  introdubed  by 
the  minbter's  friend,  conveyed  con- 
siderable censare*  on  the  ■Diiti6«er ; 
and,  taking  it  in  that  light,  he  could 
not  object  to  its  adoption,  althoc^ 
the  conduct  which  had  b^n  Imrsn- 
ed,  migiikt  deserve  a  atronger  censure. 

Mr.,  alderman  Curtis  told  the 
house,  that  he  had  been,  that  day  at 
tlie  comtnon-hall,  where,  npoo  a 
shew  of  hands,  a  majority  appeared 
insikvomr  of  the  reaokition  to  ceit* 
sure  the  minister  beforehaad,  aitd 
without  an^  donsideiaticB  of  any 
defence  he  might  make.  But  behad 
told  his  constituents  that  he'woald 
not  vote  as  th^  reqdred,  :to  cen- 
surethe  minister,  till  he  heardhis  de- 
fence. With  this  he  was  fnlly  aalis- 
^dd,  asheknewtbathesbookl  be, 
and  therefore  he  would  vole  for  the 
amendnsent..    . 

'  Mr.  J.Nichols  was  afraid  that  be 
would  not  please  any  side  of  the 
house :  for  he  considered  the  motion 
as  proposing  too  much,  and  the 
amendment  too  little.  Perhaps  a 
bill^  of  indemnity  might  sound  too 
harshly  in  the  ears  of  ministers.  A 
dedaratory.Uiw,  or  any  thing  more 
palatable,  midit  be  passed.  He 
wished  Mr. 'fox  to  withdraw  bis 
motion.  And  yet  he  thooght  it  ne- 
cessary thatsome  proceeding  should 
Jake  place,  in  order  io  prevent  the 
establishment  of  bad  precedents. 

Mr.  Fox  condudoi  aloiy  yet 
animated  reply  to  Mr.  Pitt,  by  de- 
daring  his  conviction,  that  if  the 
measiire  that  formed  the  subject  of 
debate  was  not  lepiobated,  he 
s^uld  think  that  man  a  hypocrite 
who  pretended  to  see  any  dbtinGtion 
between  this  government  and  an 
absolute,  monarchy.  He  had  made 
use,  in  fonner  di^s,  of  strong  opi- 
nions ^he.dkl  not  retract  onisof  them ; 
he  had  jid' hesitation  in  saying  that 
occasions 
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I  inight  flriiCf  tfctk  ID  s  ookn* 
panfiv^j  fne  coonny,  when  men 
inigltt  be  inwD  to  the  necessity  of 
lesistaDce. 

Mr.  Brake's  rnnendmenty  on  a 
^ifisioo  of  the  hooee,  iras  carried 
by  185  against  104?. 

If  the  miouler  gained  a  victory 
over  oppoaition,  on  the  present  oc« 
cssion»  they  had  an  opportnnity  of 
tnomphingy  in  tbehr  turn,  a  few 
months  afterwards,  in  the  Terifica- 
tfonof  what  wasso  positively  pre- 
diotod  by  Mr.  Grey  and  Mr.  Fox, 
that  enornioiia  as  the  harden  of 
mare  than  two  millions  of  taxes 


was,  yet  another  mtffion  wonMbe 
wanted.  On  the  twenty-sixth  of 
April,  the  chancellor  of  the  excfae- 

Sier  demanded  a  ftrtfoer  supply, 
e  stated  the*  purposes  for  which 
this  was  necessary,  and  the  means 
by  which  it  was  proposed  to  be 
raised.  The  aggregate  of  what 
had  already  been  vgted,  and  what 
he  proposed  to  be  now  voted,  for 
the  public  service,  or,  in  other 
words,  of  bis  two  budgets,  amoonied 
to42,786,000^« 

He  proposed,  at  the  same  time^ 
a  farther  loan  of  two  millions,  if 
sanctioned  by  parliament,   to  the 


«The  whole  oft  he  supplies  for  1797  s 
N«¥y  ,  •  • 

Arviy  •  •  • 

Anny  extisordinuiet,  or  OQUttuiding  debu 
IVcasQiy-bilb  and  anny-wanantt  • 

Anmy  extnordiairici,  for  1797  • 


Ordnance  extraDcdiaanes,  and  barracks 

MiaoeUaiieoilS  services,  including  the  relief  of  emigrant  priests 

Advances  to  the  merchants  of  Grenada  .  • 

Imperial  loan  •  • 

Ananal  addition  to  the  sinking  fand 

Oeficieacy  ofland  aod  malt  ■    . 

Kniajfmrm  to  ibe  bank  for  advance  to  theconsolidaced  fond  of  i7gs 

Ditto  for  1706  *  •  • 

Farther  deficiencies  of  land  and  malt      •  • 

Deficiency  of  the  consolidated  fond 

To  disdn^  excheqaer-bills,  issued  on  the  credit  of  the  coosotidated 

land  for  1700  •  •  .  • 

Voce  of  cxedit  for  1707 


£. 

»2,Ml,ooo 
0,dOO,OOQ 
3,387,000 
3.088,000 
-•jOOOjOOO 

i«o^3,6oo 

737,POO 
030,000 

eoo,goo 

500,000 

aoo,ooo 

•      850,000 

,     1,054,00» 

l,870/)00 

000,000 

«,177,000 

If  110,000 

3,500,900 

49,780,000 


NEW  TAXES. 

Tas  oa  proper^,  transferred  by  private  concnct,  at  4d.  per  pound  17O,0oo 

Copies  of  deads  to  be  given  in  evidence,  to  be  stampt  4o,ooe 

On  the  probates  of  willsr  above  aooL                                   •               •  4o,ooo 

Aa  additional  'duty  of  i|d.  upon  the  stamps  of  each  newspaper                 :  1 1 4,ooo 

tnereased  duty  on  advertisements               .                  .                  •  26,000 

Cyaattomey's  certificates                                   ,               ,                 •  ISjtwo 

On  Ofoaxnentai  plate  s  0,000 

Dof  equal  to  the  tolls  on  aU  carriages  passing  the  turnpikes               •  45o,ooo 

On  liUs  of  exchange                      .               .                 »              •  40,000 

{ospiaace.  from  fire                  •                                               •  35,000 
Oniiied  in  the  sun  mentioned  on  the  produce  of  the  stamps  00  copies  of 

'    "            .  .         .              •                  •                 •              .  10,000 

Total  of  the  new  tizes  i,3S4,ooo 

emperors 
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emperor.     The  aggregate  of  the 
ways  and  meatii  are  stated  below.* 

Of  the  eigbteen  millions  to  be 
)K)rrowed,  one  million  and  a  half 
was  for  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  of 
which  the  interest  was  to  be  provi- 
ited  by  the  Irish  parliament.  A  no* 
ther  miUion  and  a  half  was.  to  be 
lent  to  the  emperor,  to  enable  him 
to  repay  the  million  and  a  half  ad- 
vanced by  .this  country.  He  pro- 
posed a  ^rtherloan  of  two  millions, 
if  sanctioned  by  parliament,  to  our 
Imperial  ally.  For  the  encourage- 
mert  of  prompt  payment,  every 
100/.  nobscribed  to  have  the  value 
of  lOiL  17s. 


The  several  bills  for  impoting  the 
new  taxes,  proposed  by  Mr.  Pitt, 
in  his  two  bud^u  fo^  the  current 
year,  were  regularly,  and  succes- 
sively, brought  into  both  houses  of 
parliament,  and  most  of  Them  were 
passed,  with  few  alterations  ;  but 
towards  the  close  of  the  sessions,  on 
the  thirtieth  of  June,  he  stated  to  the 
^  house  of  commons  certain  deficien- 
cies '  which  had  taken  place  in  the 
estimated  prodnct  of  the  late  taxes, 
and  which  amounted  to  the  sum 
of  660,000^.  These  deficiencies 
were  supplied  by  new  taxes.f 

The  house  of  eommoas,  in  ^  com* 
mhtee  of  supply,  on  the  first  of  May, 


WAYS  AND  MEANS.. 


f  The  land  and  malt 

l^urplas  and  grants  • 

Loyalty  loan,  according  to  the  first  budget 

|joctery  •  •  •  • 

Exchequer-bills 

Growing  produce  of  the  consolidated  fund,  by  estimation 

The  part  6f  the  loan  applied  to  Great  Britain  only 


3,750,000 

490^000 

lt,000k«>0 

200*000 

3,000,000 

9,000.000 

10,600,000 


Toul  of  the  ways  and  means  fof  the  y^ar  1797>    4a,^7o,oo» 


NEW  TAXES  of  the  Second  Budget. 

The  consolidated  duties  on  stamps  in  general,  doubled  «            "tso^oo^ 

TkK  on  property,  transferred  by  private  contr  ct,  at  4d.  per  pound  •        170,00* 

Copies  of  deeds  to  be  given  in  evidence,  to  be  stamjied        •  .               40,000 

On  the  probates  of  wills  above  the  sum  of  aool.              \  »                4o»ooo 

An  additional  duty  of  i  fd.'  upon  the  stamps  of  each  newspaper  . .     1  l4,doo 

Increased  duty  on  advertisements                  .                  .  «           ^o,ooo 

Onatiorne/a  certiBcates               •                  .                  .  '         «        is,ooo 

On  ornamental  plate                  •                •                 ,  ,               3oVooo 

Duty  equal  .to  the  tolls  on  all  carriages  passing  turnpikes           .  1         •    4^,000 

1,199,000 

f  Surplus  on  Scotch  spirits     .  •                  ...       149,000 

On  horses  employed  in  agticultare  •               •               »               .    ]  50,000 

On  pepper,  im|x>rted            .  •               .               .         .          •      1S,009 

On  coals,  exported                      •  •                       .                   «      14^000 

WatduBsaaddock*       »  •                •                •            200,000 

look 
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tookiDto  ibcir  ooDsidefation  mes- 
sagtt  from  bis  miQeaty^  for  a  milUoo 
sod  a  half»  oa  the  terms  above 
statedj  to  the  kingdoni  of  Ireland^ 
and  three  miUioDB  and  six  hundred 
&outaad  pounds  for  the  emperor. 
These  reiolntlons,  though  not  with* 
out  undergoing  various  strictures, 
wen  ^rredl  to. 

There  was  another  mniltafice 
moved  for  at  this  time,  for  a  sove- 
re^  pnnce  of  Germany,  which 
vas  voted  readily,  and  without 
the  least  opposition.  This  was  tlie 
mm  of  80^000/.  for  a  portion  to  be 
given  with  the  princess  royai,  on 
her  marriage  with  the  beieditary 
prince  of  Wirtcmbcrg. 

Duriog  the  progress  of  the  loan* 
biU,  tbrotigh  the  difterent  stages, 
intelligence  having  been  received 
by  the  minister,  that  preliminaries 
of  peace  were  either  signed,  or  rea* 
dy  to  be  signed,  between  the  French 
rtpoUic  and  the  emperor,  he  stated 
to  the  house,  io  a  committee  of  sup- 
ply^  on  the  fifth  of  May^  that  he 
should  move  for  repayment  of  the 
advances  already  made  to  the  em- 
peror }  bnt  that  it  was  not  his  hi- 
teotioo*' actordiog  to  the  grounds 
he  had  for  deoi^ng  his  intention, 
at  that  moment,  tfi  .make  any  pro- 
vision for  farther  advances  to  his 
Imperial  majesty. 

The  subicribm  to  the  loan,  which 
Mr. Pitt  obtained  near  the  beginning 
of  the  seision,  eoounonly  calfed  the 
loyalty*loan,  having  discovered  that 
they  were  liable  to  incur  a  consi- 
denble  loss  firom  the  subsequent 
depiessiou  of  the  fiinds,  not  with- 
sbmdlng  their  forn-er  patriotism, 
prevailed  on  the  ipini^^ter  to  apply 
ta^prliament  to  make  them  a  re- 
ciotfEpeaee.  On  the  thirtieth  of 
May,  be  movod'the  house  ofcom- 
ttf  allow  them  SL  in  every 


100/.  which  would  amount,  in  the 
whole,  to  an  annuity  of  sixty  or 
seventy  thousand  pounds. 

Mr.  Dent,   Mr.  W.  Smith,  Mn 
Bastard,  and  other  memben,  con- 
tended, that  a  k>an  was  a  specula* 
tion,  on  which  the'subscribers  en- 
tered with  (he  usual  expectation  of 
pin  or  loss,  as  on  any  other  speech* 
lation.    They  urged  the  evil  ten- 
dency of  such  a  precedent,  and 
conjured  the  committee  to  reflect 
on  the  state  of  the  country,  before 
ihey  should  sanction  a  measure,  so 
unprecedented  and  shamefnl  in  its    , 
nature,  and  so  ruinous  in  its  con- 
quenccs.  The  minister,  for  his  own 
sake,  should  not  persevere  in  a  mea- 
sure, which,  if  adopted,  must  tend 
greatly  to  countei^ance  an  opinion^ 
which  began  to  be  very  generally 
entertained,  that  there  was  a  kind 
of  colluftion  between  him  and  the 
great  monied  capitalists,    for  the 
ptirpose  of  gratifying  th«r  respec» 
tive  predominant  passions,   power, 
and  profit,  at  the  expenoe  of  the 
sweat  and  almost  blood  of  the  peo<^ 
pie.    This  business  was  discussed 
pgain,  on  the  first  of  June:  when 
:be  injustice  of  it  was  so  stroofly 
tirged  by  d'^iereot  speakers,  that 
Jthe  chancellor  ^f  the  exchequer 
canied  the  resolution  in  favour  of 
the  cooney-lenders,  only  by  a  >ttigle 
vote:    namely,  3&  to  35.      This 
question  was,  of  couTse^  dropped 
tot  the  present. 

It  is  in  connection  with  the  ge- 
neral subject  of  finance,  that  it 
seems  proper  to  iutroduce  a  plan 
that  was  proposed  by  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer,  and  adopted  by  v 
the  house,  and  which  met  with  ge- 
neral approbation,  as  tending  to 
fitjengthcn  public  credit,  and 
qnicken  the  springs  of  commerce 
and  oa'.ional  prosperity^    This  Wit 
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In  this  chapter  of  finance^  we 
proceed  now  to  tbe  British  com* 
merce  and  finances  in  India. 

On  the^JO\h  of  Decemfccr,  Mr. 
Dundas  introduced  into  the  boa%e  of 
commons  his  statements  respecting^ 
oar  a^MTs  in  India,  which  be  di- 
vided into  tbree  classes.  Thefii^t 
class  consisted  of  the  average  stnte- 
ments  of  the  three  last  years,  with  a 
view  of  enabling  the  committee  to 
jndge  of  the  past :  the  second,  a 
comparisoo  of  the  estimates^  and' 
actual  amount  of  the  charges  and 
revenues  of  the  last  year:  thethird^ 
an  account  of  whatever  expenccs  or 
disbursements  might  arise  in  a  future 
year. 

From  a  general  statement  of  the 

revenue  and  charges  in  India,  for 

the  year  I794-5,*  it  appeared  that 

there  remalded  a  sum  applkable  to 

'  '  the 

^^ 
•  laid.out  at Ben$al ;  investments^  indudin^  charges,  &c.  l ,VOs ,449 

Madras,  ditto  ^  •  .  .  '  Ada,S08 

Bombay,  ditto  -     ,  .  .  -  ip^^eoo 

BeacDOlen,  ditto  -  •  -  •  20,5^2 


iht  iiihding  of  the  navy,  and  exche- 
quer bills  :.  the  fofnncr,  amounting 
nearly  to  twelve  miUions  ;  the  lat- 
tef>  to  two  millions  and  a  half.  '  In 
adjustifi^  the  amount  of  the  bonus 
to  be  given,  in  order  to  Induce  the 
bolderti  to  take  a  different  kind  of 
tecurity ,  the  point  to  be  oonsideredt 
was  the  difference  between  the  va* 
)ue  of  those  billa,  burthened  with  a 
discount,  and  drawmg  an  interest 
of  4  per  cent,  and  the  value  of 
those  funds  which  were  to  be  trans* 
ferred  to  the  respective  holders. 
It  was  deemed  advisable  to  fiind 
the  bills  in  the  different  .stocks, 
leaving  the  choice  of  the  particular 
stock  to  the  holders.  The  bonus 
granted,  amountdd,  on  an  averaee 
of  the  different  rates  of  the  dif& 
lent  stooks,  to  one  and  a  half  in- 
terest on  the  bills^  per  cent* 


Revenues  and  charga  tn  BriHth  traiefar  1704-5. 
Revenoet.  No.  3,  Bmgal  .  • 

'.    Natfylfadns  *  • 

Ho.  0,  Bombay  '•  -  •    • 


i,sas,445 


5,gS7,osi 

1,77*,782 
312,480 

8,020,103 


cnu^. 


No.  3,  Bengal 
No.  0,  Madras 
No.o,  Bomt>ay 


a,477,30fi 

1,760,125 

007,024 

Total  charge   5,044,44S 
Total  reveaue  8,030»io3 


Kett  lexcnue  of  the  three  presidencies 
No.  18,  Deduct  aapplies  to  Bencoolen,  frc. 

Surplus  revenues^  1704*5 
Whkbwcre^morc  thin  the  estimates,  bj 


3,081,478 
74,857 


a»ooo,aoi 

>      130>147 
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the  purchase  -of  statements  and 
payment  of  commercial  charges, 
2,084,767/.  From  a  statement  of 
the  disposition  of  this  surplus  from  - 
the  territorial  revenue,  it  appear- 
ed that  there  remained  a  sum  of 
24S^3Q2L  applicable  to  any  other 
purpose.  This  sum,  he  understood, 
had  been  applied  to  the  purchase  of 
lice,  aad  to  the  profit  and  loss  ac- 
count upon  internal  trade.  He  now 
proceeded  to  sute  the  general  result 
of  the  estimates  for  1795-6.  Ad- 
ding the  increase  of  assets  to  the  de- 
crease of  debts,  he  found  that  the 
company's  affairs  in  India  were  bet- 
ter tnat  year  than  in  that  preceding 
It,  by  554,390/.  Having  stated  the- 
affairs  of  the  company  abroad,  the 
only  part  of  them  for  which  he  was 
responsible,  he  proceeded  to  give  the 
state  of  their  aiiairs  at  home,  which 
were  more  immediately  under  the 
charge  of  the  directors.  Upon  a 
general  compariscn  of  debts  and 
assets,  Mr.  Dundas  concluded  that 
the  company's  affairs  were  in  these 
respects  better  in  1796,  than  in 
the  preceding  year,  by  1,2K),490/. 
Having  thus  concluded  his  statement 
of  accounts,  Mr.  Dundas  stated  some 
charges  incurred  by  late  regulations. 


to  which  a  part  of  the  surplus  be 
had  stated  would  naturally  be  ap- 
plied. The  regulations  to  which  he 
alluded  were  tliosc  that  had  been 
made  for  remedying  two  grievances 
complained  of  by  the  military  officers 
in  the  service  of  the  East-Iudia  com- 
pany. They  had  not  the  same 
chance  with  his  majesty's  officers  of 
rising  in  the  army,  being  incapable, 
according  to  the  mode  and  custom 
of  the  India  army,  of  rising  any 
higher  than  the  rank  of  a  coloneU 
Nor  could  they  return  to  their  own 
country  for  the  benefit  of  their 
health,  without  giving  up  their  com- 
missions and  losing  their  pa^* ;  a  sys- 
tem of  .great  severity  and  mjustice, 
as  it  left  to  the  gallant  officer, 
whose  generous  exertions  for  the 
company's  interest  had  injured  hia 
health  without  benefitting  his  for* 
tune,  no  alternative  but  to  return 
home  totally  unprovided  even  by 
half-pay :  or  to  stay  in  the  service, 
and  retain  his  pay,  at  the  prife  of 
health  and  pay  together.  The  iust 
complaints  of  the  India  officers  had 
been  remedied,  to  the  complete  sa- 
tisfaction of  the  great  bulk  of  the 
officers,  at  the  annual  expence  of 
500,000/.     Reviewing  that  part  of 


This  sum,  be  said,  might  be  considered  as  a  free  disposable  sum  for  the  purchase  of 
invcstmeins,  for  any  other  purpose;  but,  previous*  to  such  an  applicition,  a  deduction 
^as  to  be  made  of  the  different  items,  as  follow  : 

Deduct  interest  on  debts,  to  be  paid  from  the  surplus. 
No.  18,  Bengal  ^  -  •  33^,422 

No.  10,  Madras  -  -  -  8,807 

No.  20,  Bombf^  -  -  -  -        70,07-2 

•  Total  merest    484,;ioi 


Henoe  the  nett  surplus  from  the  tenitorial  revenues,  would  be 

To  which  it  was  proper  to  add  the  amount  of  the  ^uics  of  imports,  cer 

tJ&caies,&c.  (No.  15.) 
And  the  amount  which  would  be  applicable  to  the  purchase  of  invesC- 

niats,  payment  of  commercial  charges,  would  then  be 


1,5'i!i,5go 
\  50'J,177 
I  2,084,7(5 
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t:ie  company's  concerns  which  fell 
n\ost  immediately  within  his  province 
to  examine,  he  was  confident,  in  as- 
serting, that  it  was  in  an  increasing 
progression  of  prosperity,  and  that 
there  was  every  prospect  of  this 
prosperity  heing  yei  -very  consider- 
ably auj^mented.  Their  Tcvenues 
and  estahlishments  were  settled  on 
a  BoTid  and  permanent  basis :  ^  nor 
was  there  any  circumstance  witfiin 
the  probable  scope  of  events  that 
was  likely  to  reverse  their  situa- 

Mr.  D.  Scott  confirmed  the  gene- 
ral statement  of  Mr.  Dundas,  as  to 
the  prosperity  of  India,  and  the  pro- 
gressive increase  of  profit  upon  all 
the  sales.    He  stated  the  advantage 

"  to  be  derived  from  the  commerce  of 
Bengal,  as  well* as  China.  Mr. 
Scott  obsei-ved,  that  it  cost  the 
company  above  1,000,000/.  addi- 
tional, on  account  of  freight ;  but, 
in  the  event  of  peace,  this  would 
be  saved,  and  consequently  a  much 
larger  profit  would  arise  upon  the 
isales :  -besides,  in  times  of  peace, 
many  more  markets  wotild  be  open 
for  disposing  of  the  commodities  of 
India.  Mr.  Scott  differed  widely 
from  an  honourable  baronet  (sir 
Francis  Baring),  in  his  opinion  re- 
specting the  possession  of  certain 
late  acquisitions..  Th^  Cape  of 
•Good  Hope  and  the  island  of  Cey- 
lon were  of  the  greatest  importance, 
next  to  the  possession  of  Bengal,  for 
securing  the  empire  of  ihe  east. 
With  respect  to  the  spicc-islands, 
he  thought  it  better  that  this  coun- 
try should  have  them  than  the 
Ti-enchj    though  perhaos   it  w^as 

•   better  that  they  should  be  left  in- 

tirelytree.. 

The  various  matters  of  tact  stated 
by  Mr.  Dundas  were  now  recorded, 


atid  authenticated  in  the  fonn  of  re- 
solutions of  the  house  of  commons. 
Mr.  Dundas,  at  the  same  time 
that  he  presented  these  statemcBts 
to  the  house,  of  commons,  wished 
the  members  to  recollect  that  the 
accounts  he  then  laid  before  them 
had  come  over  in  the  course  of  tlie 
pi-eccding  spring  ;  and  observed, 
that,  if  they  dpsired  to  have  an  ac- 
curate account  of  the  whole  reve- 
nues, to  the  latest  period  of  the  year 
to  which  these  accounts  belonged, 
he  should  produce  another  -state- 
ment in  the  course  of  the  ensuing 
spring  5  by  which  time,  he  hoped, 
accounts,  to  the  latest  periods, 
would  be  received.  He  accord- 
ingly, ori  the  fourteenth  of  July, 
1797,  presented  a  second  statement 
of  accounts.  Uponi  a  comparative 
view  of  the  accounts  presented  this 
year,  with  the  estimates  on  which 
the  airangements  of  1793  were 
formed,  it  appeared,  that  * 

The  estimated  sui-plus  of       £ 
1796-7  was        -         l^SS^jOOS 

Which  exceeded  the  es-  ' 

timateofl793,  by      -     70,431 

The  total  of  the  estimate 
of  receipts  and  sales  of 
1793  was  -  5,185,987 

The  total  of  the  actual 
receipts  of  1796-7 
was        -        -        -  7.316,916 

The  iiett  excfess  of  pay- 
ments over  the  actual 
receipts  for  1796-7 
amounted  to        -        1,882,965 

Though  these  seemed  to  be  falling 
off  in  the  state  of  the  company* 5 
affairs,  there  were  several  great 
contingent  expences  increased  this 
year,  not  likely  to  occur  again  to 
any  similar  extent ;  particularly  llie 
expeudi- 
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rxpendltare  occasioned  by  the  new 
military  arrangement,  and  the  mi- 
iiury  expeditions  so  happily  planned 
and  executed.  It  appeared,  from 
Mr.  Dundas's  statements^  that  the 
company's  assets  abroad  exceeded 
their  debts  by  660,000i  ;  aad,  that 


if  the  whole  of  their  affairs  were 
wound  up,  they  would  receive  an 
annual  return  of  950/XX)L  Mr. 
Dundas  then  moved  various  reso« 
lutions,  corresponding  to  his  various 
statements:  aul  of  which  were  a« 
greed  to. 


ti23 


CHA9 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


148]      ANNUAL   REGISTER,    17D7. 


CHAP.    X. 


Clouded  Aspect  of  Brillsh  4ffairs  in  the  End  of  \1f\6,  arid  earlier  Part  t 
1797. — Messages  from  Bis  Majesty  to  loth  Houses  Bf  Parliamem 
relatirfg  to  the  Rupture  rf  the  Negociatton  for  Peace  at  Paris, — Ad 
dresses  in  consequence  moved  to  His  Alajesty. — Amendments  proposec 
— Debates. — Amodments  rejected  and  the  Addresses  carried  by  lar^ 
Majorities. — Motion  for  Peace  in  the  House  of  Lords. — Motion  for  ih 
same  End  in  the  House  of  Commons, —^Debates  in  both  Houses. 


WHILJ5  either  the  improvi- 
dence  of  ourcouncils^  or  the 
adversity  of  events,  involved  a  ne- 
cessity of  heavy  and  even  severe  tax- 
ation, other  discouraging  circum- 
stances accompanied  or  followed 
this  evil  in  close  succession.  DiiH- 
culty  crouded  on  difficulty,  danger 
on  danger.  On  the  return  of  lord 
Malmesbury,  towards  thf:  close  of 
J  ygO,  from  the  unsuccessful  nego- 
ciation  at  Paris^  the  British  funds 
suffered  a  greater  depression  tlian 
was  experienced  at  any  periodof  the 
American  war.*  Insurrections  pre- 
vailed in  many  parts  of  Ireland,  dis- 
contents ki  all :  an  unexampled  run 
on  the  bank  of  England  wasfollow- 
ed  by  a  suspension  of  payment  in 
pecie;  a  mutiny  of  unprecedented 
extent  and  inveteracy  raged  in  the 
navy;  symptoms  ofdiscontcnt  began 
to  appear  in  the  army;  the  public 
dissatisfaction  and  alarm  were  ex- 
pressed in  petitions  from  all  quarters 
for  a  change  of  measures,  if  not  of 
ministers;   the  wild  and  darkening 


forest  threatened  to  close  around  w 
But  vistas  and  passages  wereopene 
forour  escape:  andtcmporar)'cmbai 
rassmentsand  alarms,  only  served  i 
prove  the  extent  of  our  resource 
and  the  influence  of  fhosc  virtue 
which  still  stning  the  nerves  of  bot 
private  and  public  credit,  and  unite 
Englishmen  in  the  bonds  of  mutui 
confidence,  and  an  attachment  I 
their  common  country. 

In  the  circumstances  and  temp 
of  the  nation,  in  December,  3  70I 
an  opinion  very  generally  prevaild 
that  the  embassy  was  sent  over 
Paris,  by  his  majesty*sTninis(crs,  f 
the  sole  purpose  of  amusing  pecii 
with  the  fallacious  l^opes  of  pcac 
that  they  might  themorccasily  pr 
cure  money  for  the  prosecution 
the  war.  The  adherents  of  ll 
ministry,  on  the  other  hand,  labot 
ed  by  all  means,  whether  of  speak  ii 
or  writing  to  impress  aconvictio 
that  (he  rupture  of  the  negociatji 
for  peace  at  Paris  was  to  be  ; 
tributcd  to  a  systematical  aver&ii 


•  The  three  per  cent,  consols,  being  so  lew  as  5ii, 
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and  apprefaensioo  of  peace,  in  the 
governing  party  in  the  French  re- 
public. His  naajcsty's  declaration, 
on  this  subject,  was  laid  before  the 
house  of  lords,  bj  lord  Grcnvi  lie,  on 
the  27th  of  December.  'The  sub- 
stance of  this  declaration  was,  **  that 
the  rapture  of  the  negociation  did 
cot  arise  from  the  fatlure  of  any 
uncere  attempt  on  the  part  of 
France :  but  from  the  determination 
of  that  government  (meaning  the 
French  government)  to  reject  ail 
mfans  of  peacc^  by  an  obstinate  ad- 
herence to  a  claim  which  never 
could  be  admitted  5  a  claim  which 
tu3t  government  rested  on  the  con- 
«tnt!on^pf  its  own  country,  to  be  re- 
ceived by  all  nations  as  paramount 
lo  every  principle  and  law  in  Eu- 
rope, as  superior  to  the  obligations 
cf  treatiesjihe  ties  of  common  inte- 
rest, and  the  most  urgent  considera- 
tions of  general  security.  His  majes- 
ty, who  bad  entered  into  this  treaty 
v\\h  good  faith,  had  now  only  to  la- 
mrnt  its  abrupt  termination  3  and 
to  declare,  in  the  face  of  Europe, 
that  whenever  his  enemies  should  be 
(linK)sed  to  enter  on  the  work  of  gc- 
ctral  pacification,  nothing  should  be 
wanting,  on  his  part,  to  contribute 
to  the  accomplishment  of  that  great 
object,  which  was  only  retarded 
(meaning  retarded  only)  by  the  ex- 
orbitant pretensions  of  his  enemies/* 
A  similar  message,  on  the  same 
subject,  was  sent  from  his  roa'.esty 
to  the  house  of  commons.  Authen- 
tic copies  of  all  the  papers,  relative 
to  the  negociation,  iiaving  been 
pnntedfor  the  use  of  the  members, 
his  nuqesty's  message  on  that  sub- 
jpcr,  was,  on  the  'JOih  of  Decem- 
ber, taken  ipto  consideration,  in 
b(»ih  houses  of  parliament 

This  message  being   read  io  the 
^i«c  of  lords,  lorJ  Grenville,  after 


lamenting  the  failure  of  the  negocia- 
tion, proceeded  to  shew  tlie  sincerity 
of  his  majesty  in  tliat  business,  on 
the  one  part,  and  the  insincerity  of 
the  French  republic  on  the  other. 
In  conclusion,  he  moved  an  address 
to  his  mnjesty,  containing  assurances 
that "  the  lords  were  perfectly  satis- 
fied with  his  majesty's  conduct  in 
the  whole  of  the  negociation,  and 
that  he  might  place  the  fullest  con- 
fidence in  the  wisdom  and  firmness 
of  his  parliament,  on  the  tried  va- 
lour of  his  forces  by  se^ and  land, 
and  on  the  zeal,  public  spirit  and 
resources  of  his  kingtloms,  for  vi- 
gorous and  effectual  support  .n  the 
ptosecution  of  a  contest,  which  it 
did  not  depend  on  his  majesty  to 
teiminate,and  which  involved  in  it 
the  security  and  permanent  inte- 
rests of  this  country. 

The  earl  of  Guildford  declared, 
that,  in  his  opinion,  the  present  was 
the  most  unfurtuivUe  day  this  coun- 
try had  ever  experienced,  that  only 
excepted  which  had  plunged  us  into 
the  calamities  of  the  present  war.  If 
the  siaius  quo  ante  helium  had  been 
the  principle  agiecd  on,  he  was  rea- 
dy to  admit  that  the  French  had  de- 
parted irom  that  principle  :  but  this 
was  by  no  means  the  case.  The 
principle  that  was  to  form  the  basis 
of  the  negociation,  was  that  of  pro- 
portional restitution  ;  and  was  there 
any  man  being,  who  could  say,  that 
what  we  offered  to  be  restored  to 
France,  was  an  equivalent  to  what 
we  asked'  of  her  to  restore  to  our 
allies  ?  His  lordship  concluded  his 
speech,  by  proposiug  an  amendment 
to  the  address,  stating  what  he  cou- 
jreivtd  to  be  blamcable  in  the  oii- 
duct  of  his  majesty's  ministers  dur-? 
ing  the  whole^ -Course  of  the  war, 
charging  them  ^th  insincerity  in 
every  part  of  the  negoc\j|tten,  ani 

[X^  3J  moving 
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moving  that  a  committee  might  be 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  pre- 
sent calamitous  state  of  the  country. 
The  earl  of  Derby  denied,  as  he 
always  had  done,  any  necessity,  on 
our  part,  of  going  into  the  present 
war.  He  described  the  present  dis- 
Btressfui  state  of  the  country  ;  and 
expressed  his  suspicion^  that  the 
ministry  were  insincere  in  their  late 
shew  of  negociation.  His  lordship 
thought  that  Pondicherry  in  the 
East  indies,  and  Martinico,  St.  Ln- 
cia,  and  Tobago,  in  the  West  In- 
dies, could  never  be  considered  as 
an  equivalent  for  the  Milanese  and 
the  Austrian  Netherlands, 

The  earl  of  Liverpool  said,  that 
vhat  we  had  offered  to  the  French, 
was,  in  realit)',  an  equivalent  to 
•what  we  asked  of  them  to  be  given 
up.  It  was  reported,  that  the  reve- 
nue they  received  from  their  West- 
India  inlands,  generally  amounted  to 
ten  miilions  annually. — Why  did 
Dpt  the  French  directoiy,  when 
they  were  dlssatisticd  with  the  pro- 
posals from  the  British  court,  bring 
forward  some  counter-project  of 
their  own  ? 

Lord  Auckland  declared,  that, 
though  he,  from  the  beginning  of 
this  business,  firmly  believed  that 
li  would  not  be  attended  with  any 
success,  had  yet  been  of  opinion 
that  it  was  right  that  the  experi- 
ment should  be  made,  for  the  satis- 
faction of  the  country.  The  expe- 
riment had  been  made,  ^d  the  re- 
«olt  was  such  as  he  had  expected. 
He  declared  his  conviction,  that  the 
defenders  of  the  French  republic 
were  in  such  a  slate  of  distress,  as 
xiot  to  be  able  to  go  through  ano- 
ther campaign. 

.  The  earl  FitzwlUiam  said,  that  no 
circumstance  had  occurred  to  con- 
Tipc^  hjip,  thiit  the  former  prou(J 


and  dangerous   principles  of   thr 
French  did  not  now  exist  in  tbcir 
full  force.  There  could  be  no  safety 
in  fraternizing  with  such  a  people. 
The  duke  of    Bedford,    among 
other    shrewd  remarks,   observed, 
that  lord  Malmesbury,  in  his  con- 
versation with  M.  de  la  Croix,  by 
hinting  at  an  equivalent  for  the  Ne- 
therlands, had,  in  a  manner,  admit- 
ted the  plea  of  the  directory,  and 
that/in  contradiction  to  the  treaties 
subsist! ngbet ween  GrfcatBritain  and 
her  allies.     The  French  minister, 
at  the   same  time,  by  conversing 
about  an  equivalent,  proved  that  he 
virtually  admitted  that  some  equi- 
valent,  might   be   accepted. —  Lord 
Malmesbury,  he  observed,  had  re- 
quested  a  contre  projet,  whilst,  at 
the  same  time,  he  persisted  in  refu- 
sing to  enter  upon  any  treaty  in 
which  the  French  weretoretain  pos- 
session  of  the  Netherlands.    From 
these  circumstances,  as  well  as  that 
of  lord  Malmesbury  being  left  with- 
out a  discretionary  power  in  any 
matter  of  importance,  his  grace  in- 
ferred, that  ministers  were  not  sin- 
cere in  the  proposed  ncgociaiions  for 
peace.  He  thought  that  before  a  re- 
newal of  the  negociation,  ministers 
ought  to  have  satisfied  themselves, 
that  the  French   directory  had   de- 
parted from  the  principle  they  avow- 
ed, when  they  refus<?d  to  treat  wiih 
Mr.  Wickham.  In  his  opinion,  mi- 
nisters had  not  only  created  suspi- 
cions, as  to  the  sincerity  of  their  in- 
tentions, but    even   affbfdcd  just 
grounds  for  accusation.  '  They  had 
acted  on  a  principle  of  augmenting 
the  power  of  great  states  at  the 
expencc  of     those    which-     were 
v^eaker;  such,  he  said,  was  their 
idea  of  remunerative  justice  !     By 
consenting  to  such  a  principle,  Eu- 
rope wotyd  sink  mto  a  miserable 
-  Jabvrialh 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


HISTORY    OF    EUROPE. 


[151 


bby.natli  of  despotic  arrogance; 
"apriftdplc  on  which,"  said  bis 
grace,  *^  I  shaft  make  no  comment, 
bat  leave  it  to  your  conscience  to 
dedde."- 

The  eari  Spencer  denied  that  lord 
Malftifeaburjr,  in  his  conversation 
with  de  la  Croix>  had'proposed  any 
ultimatum.  The  last  note  of  the 
directory  was  actually  the  bcgin- 
TMg  of  negociation  on  their  part. 
Aii.i,  what  was  their  proposal  ? 
"  You  shall  accept  the  basis  of  our 
Dew-formed  constitution^  which 
engrafts  a  conquered  country  into 
aa  integral  part  of  our  territories.*' 
l^e  principle  advanced  by  force, 
Would  go  to  subvert  all  the  ac» 
tnowledgcdlawsof  nations.  Whilst 
the  directory  were  requiring  an  «f/- 
imatmn  from  us,  they  were  in>  fact 
giving  one  themselves. 

The  lori  chancellor  said,  that  the 
ziiendment  in  detail  was  nothing 
else  than  an  exaggeration  of  the 
power  of  the  enemy,  encouraging 
10  tlicm,  and  depressing  to  the  in» 
ttfrest«  of  this  country.  The  infer- 
ence to  be  drawn  from  it  was,  that 
tiiis  country  must  submit  to  what- 
ever terms  the  enemy  chose  to  im- 
pose. He  denied  the  earl  of  Guild- 
ford's assertion,  tliat  the  memorial 
presented  to  the  French  directory, 
w'as  of  a  sophistical  nature:  for  what 
could  contain,  in  plainer  terms,  a 
more  ingenuous  declaration  of  what 
England  was  disposed  to  8urr*»nder, 
and  what  to  demand  in  behalf  of  her 
allies  ?  But  whatever  might  be  the 
Klative  value  of  the  compensjitions 
proposed,  they  had  never,*  in  fact, 
been  brought  under  discussion. 
The  proposal  of  England  towards 
the  enemy  was  generous  and  libe- 
ral: though  France  had  made  no 
coQqueststrom  us,  ytftEncfland  pro- 
|f«ced  tQ  8UiTendert)a€|(  all  the  con* 


quests  piade  by  that  power,  only  on 
condition  of-  Iier  making  suitable 
returns  of  the  conquests  made  from 
the  emperor.  His  lordship  remark- 
ed, that  the  government  of  France 
had  made  no  reply  to  the  memorial 
which  had  been  presented ;  the 
question  of  reciprocal  compensations 
had  never  been  fairiy  discussed :  in- 
stead of  this  they  required  an  ulti- 
Tnatum  within  twentv-four  hours  ; 
audjin  the  ver}''act  of  doing  so,  they  • 
recalled  the  very  basis  of  the  nego- 
ciation, to  which  thry  had  previously 
agreed.  He  would  put  out  of  vieVr 
the  insolcncf  and  arrogance  of  the 
language  they  had  used, and  content 
himself  with  observing  that  their 
whole  conduct  and  language  disco- 
vered, on  tlieir  part,  a  determination 
to  avoid  all  discussion*  Thus,  said 
his  lordship,  have  the  government  of 
France  barred  and  double-barred 
the  doorof  negociation  against  you« 
He  proceeded  to  illustrate,  what  he 
called,  the  **  immensity  of  our  na- 
tional wealth  and  prosperity."  He 
concluded  his  speech,  by  a  repeti** 
tton  of  an  observation  he  had  made 
in  the  outset  of  it,  that,  at  no  for* 
mer  period  of  EngUsh  .history, 
when  negociations  were  broken  on, 
as  at  Gertruydenbur?,  in  the  reign 
of  queen  Anne,  did  those  who  then 
opposed  the  ministry  ever  think  of 
bringing  forward  a  motion  like 
that  thing  which  he  held  in  his 
hand. 

On  a  division  of  the  house,  the 
amendment,  proposed  by  the  earl 
of  Guildford,  was  rejected,  by  36 
against  8. 

The  earl  FitzwilllaiJ,  after. a 
brief  recapitulation  of  some  of  the 
arguments  he  had,  on  sundry  occa- 
sious,  urged  before,  for  irreconcile- 
able  hostility  to  the  French  repub- 
lic, moved  an  amendment  to  the  ad- 
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dress;  in  substance,  representing 
their  dangerous  principles^  the  ne- 
cessity oi^^rsevering  in  the  contest 
in  which  we  were  at  present  en- 
gaged, and  the  impropriety  of 
courting  any  negociation  of  peace 
with  France  in  its  present  state. 
Lord  Fit z William's  motion  was  ne- 
gatived without  a  division. 

The  order  of  the  day,  thirtieth 
of  December,  for  taking  into  consi- 
deration hismajesty'smessagejon  the 
failure  of  the  negociation  for  peace 
with  France,  in  the  house  of  com- 
mons, being  read  from  the  chair, 

Mr.  Pitt  rose  up,  to  move  an  ad- 
dress to  his  majesty,  in  consequence 
of  his  most  gracious  communication 
to  that  house.  The  motion,  which 
it  was  his  duty,  he  said,  to  make  on 
that  subject,  unquestionaWy  involv- 
ed in  it  many  great  and  momentous 
considerations.  He  grievously  la- 
mented the  sudden  stop  which  had 
been  put  to  that  negociation,  by 
which,  we  had  fondly  hoped,  that, 
we  should  at  last  have  been  relieved 
from  the  contest  in  whiah,  for  some 
time  past,  we  had  been  engaged  : 
a  contest,  into  which  we  were 
forced  against  our  will :  a  contest, ' 
produced  by  therepeatedaggrcssions 
of  an  imperious  enemy ;  a  contest, 
undertaken,  ou  our  part,  to  main- 
tain our  rights  and  liberties  as  a 
nation,  the  very  existence  of  our 
civil  and  political  constitution,  and 
the  general  policy  and  security  of 
Europe.  The  failure  of  the  nego- 
ciation, he  considered  as  a  subject 
of  regret  and  disappointment;  but, 
he  added, tl'V't  it  was  regret  without 
despondency ;  disappointment  with- 
out despair.  When  we  wish  for 
peace,  said  he,  we  wish  for  a  secure 
and  permanent  peace,  and  the  se- 
cure and  jjermanent  possession  of 
tjiose  blessings  witli  which  peace  is 


accompanied.  If,  with  our  ardent 
desire  of  peace,'  we  have  qiralified 
the  steps  which  we  have  taken  to 
procure  it,  by  a  due  regard  to  these 
objects,  we  shall  not  find  that  our 
endeavour  has  been  without  its  ad- 
vantage: we  shall  have  proved,  to 
all  Europe,  to  whom  ambitious  and 
unreasonable  pretensions  ou  ght  to  be 
ascribed.  We  may  expect  to  see, 
as  the  result  of  such  a  conduct,  En- 
gland united,  and  France  divided. 
In'thisquestion,  we  shall  have  to 
consider  not  d^ly  what  hns  been 
the  conduct  of  our  own  govern- 
ment, butto  consider  also  the  con- 
duct of  the  enemy. ;  in  the  manner 
in  which  our  offers  have  been  re- 
jected, in  the  peremptory  and  abr 
rupt  manner  in  which  the  nego- 
ciation has  been  broken  off ;  your 
ambassador  insulted,  your  propo- 
sitions rejected,  and  even  the  sena- 
blance  of  terms  not  produced  in 
return. 

The  two  great  considerations  for 
the  house,  Mr.  Pitt  observed,  were, 
first,  what  sentiments  they  ought  to 
express  to  his  majesty,  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion  ;  and,  secondly,  com. 
bining  the  efforts  made  by  his  ma- 
jesty with  the  conduct  adopted"  on 
the  part  of  the  enemy,  what  was 
the  duty  they  were  bound  to  per- 
form, for  the  purpose  of  securing 
happiness  and  prosperity,  liberty 
and  independence  ?  Mr.  Pitt  con- 
trasted the  sincerity  and  readiness 
with  which  the  British  government 
had  entered  into  the  negociation, 
and  the  reasonableness  of  the  terms 
they  had  proposed,  with  the  back- 
wardness of  the  French  to  treat  at 
all,  and  the  extreme  arrogance,  in- 
solence, and,  indeed,  absurdity,  of 
their  conduct,  in  superseding^  in  a 
treaty  with  independent  powers, 
the  law  and  usages  of  nations,  by 
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their  internal  regulations.  .  In  fact, 
be  said,  in  conclusion  o£  a  long  and 
animated  speech,  the  main  tendency 
of  which  waSy  to  roaze  an  indigna- 
tion against  thepresent  government 
of  France,  '*  The  question  is  not, 
how  much  you  will  give  for  peace  ? 
but*  how  much  disgrace  you  will 
suffer  at  the  outset,  how  much  de- 
gradation you  will  submit  to  as  a 
preliminary  ?  In  these  circum- 
stances, then^  are  we  to  persevere 
in  the  war  with  a  spirit  and  energy 
worthy  of  the  British  name,  and  of 
the  British  character  ?  or,  are  we, 
by  sending  couriers  to  Paris,  to 
prostrate  ourselves  at  the  feet  of  a 
stubborn  and  supercilious  govern- 
ment, to  do  what  they  require,  and 
to  submit  *  to  what^^ver  they  may 
impose  ?  I  hope  there  is  not  a  hand 
in  his  majesty's  couBcils  which  would 
sign  the  proposals,  that  there  is  not 
a  heart  in  tnis  hous^  who  would 
sanction  the  measure,  and  that  there 
is  not  an  individual  in  the  British 
dominions  who  wonldt  act  as  the 
courier."  Having  said  this,  he 
moved  an  address  to  his  majesty, 
re-echoing,  as  usual,  the  sentiments 
expressed  in  his  message  to  the 
house. 

The  honourable  Mr.  Erskine,  af- 
ter some  prefatory  matter,respecting 
his  own  situation  and  feelings,  maoe 
many  remarks,  of  a  personal  nature, 
on  the  skill,  eloquence,  and  general 
management  of  Mr,  Pitt ;  and  after 
some  forensic  maxims  respecting  the 
proper  manner  of  inquiring  into 
disputes  between  individuals,  said, 
let  us  look  back  to  the  particular 
circumstances  which  were  the  ori- 
ginal cause  of  the,  war  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  French  re- 
public. On  the  twelfth  of  Decem- 
ber, 1792,  his  majesty  met  the  par- 
liament :  at  that  time,M.  Chauvc- 


linj  the  ambassador  of  the  French 
government,  was  then  in  £ngland. 
Tfis  majesty,  in  liis  speech  from  the 
throne  to  both  houses  of  parliament, 
complained  of  three  things  :  first, 
**  that  the  French  had  sent  seditious 
missionaries  into  this  country ;  se- 
condly, they  had  meditated  an  in- 
vasion to  Holland  ;  and,  thirdly, 
that  they  had  interfered  in  opening 
the  Scheldt."  He  begged  the  house 
to  recollect,  that,  at  that  particular 
period  of  time,  Belgium  was  in  the 
possession  of  the  French,  though 
not  as  now ;  it  vas  not  then  en- 
grafted into  the  territory  of  France 
as  an  integral.  At  that  time,  aQ 
the  correspondeice  between  lord 
Grenville  and  tlx  French  ambassa- 
dor was  concealei  from  the  house, 
though  M.  Chaivelin  had  given 
separate  and  satisfactory  answers  to 
all  the  complains  entertained  by 
this  court.  He  mtreated  that  the 
king  would  brinj  to  condign  pu- 
nishment those  who  disseminated 
seditions  in  his  ominion:^,  announ- 
ced the  detcrmiation  of  France  to 
keep  within  he- own  limits,  and  to 
respect  the  rigks  of  other  nations. 
Noiwithstandi^  this  plain  and  spe- 
cific disavowalJiowever,  of  all  the 
grounds  of  hotility,  war  was  de- 
clared upon  Fmce.  At  that  time 
Belgium  was  Dt  in  her  possession. 
He  asked,  thn,  whether  France 
could  be  consicred  as  the  aggres- 
sor, whooiferd  peace  to  this  coun- 
try, on  terms,  which  the  right  ho- 
nourable ^entfeman  would  be  wor- 
shipped, as  ajod,  if  he  could  now 
procure  f 

Mr.  Fdx  aid,  after  a  war  of  four 
years,  which  was  stated  to  have 
been  attended  with  many  eircum- 
stances  highly  honourable  and  ad- 
vantageotis  to  k- British  armsi  after 
ati  additbn  of  t^  less  than  tvvohun« 
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drcd  millions  to  the  oational  debt, 
and  of  nine  millions  to  the  perma- 
nent tascs  of  the  country  ;  after  an 
enprmous  effusion  of  human  bloody 
and  an  incalculable  addition  to  hu« 
man  wretchedness,  so  far  were  we 
from  having  gained  any  object  for 
n'hich  we  had  set  out  in  the  war, 
that  the  minister  kad,  this  night, 
come  forward,  in  a  long  and  elabo- 
rate speech,  to  she.v  that  the  only 
effect  of.  all  our  e Juru  had  be.en, 
that  the  enemy  were  become  more 
unreasonable  than  erer  in  their  pre- 
tensions, and  that  aT.  hopes  of  peace 
-were  removed  to  a  greater  distance 
than  ever.'— It  had  teen  found,  from 
experience,  that,  ic  proporlion  a& 
the  finances  of  the  Trench  had  been 
acknowledged,  ever  by  themselves, 
to  be  reduced  to  thi  lowest  ebb,  in 
that  proportion  hadthcir  exertions 
been  unparalleled.  JJumbcrs  of  ve- 
nal writers  had  beei  employed  to 
prove  the  exhausted  itatc  of  France, 
and  how  scon  its  pesent  debility 
must  infallibly  tena'natc  in  total 
d'ssolution.  But  wlile  all  this  was 
demonstrated,  year  ater  year,  upon 
prapcr,  the  French,  like  Antaeus, 
thrown  down  upon  hi  native  earth, 
rose  stronger,  from  cvry  fall.  Only 
-vk'uit,  those  calculatoG  tell  us,  let 
Europe  have  the  patmce  to  wait 
but  a  little  longei*  in  irms.  Soon 
the  mine  of  paper-ooncy  being 
exhausted,  the  chart  will  disap- 
peai-,  and  the  Frenh  republic, 
destitute  of  every  thhg,  will  have 
no  other  resource  tha  to  disband 
their  armies,  before  :hey  revolt, 
and  to  restore  their  c>nqicsts  be- 
fore they  are  compellc«  to  evacuate 
them.  The  failure  o^  such  predic- 
tions did  not  disco  irage  tleir  au- 
thors* They  repeatedheir  assertions 
with  cncreased  prsumption,  and 
l>oldlyap|)ealedsilllo future  events. 


By  such  fallacions  and  impudent 
statements  did  the  encouragcrs  and 
abettorsjof  them  endeavour  to  mis- 
lead and  impose  upon  the  people 
of  England  ;  and  such  is  the  weak- 
ness of  human  nature,  under  the  in- 
fluence of  strong  prejudices,  by 
such  fallacious  reasonings,  perhaps, 
they  endeavoured  to  fortify  their 
own  faith,  staggering  under  the 
evidence  of  sense.  i 

Whilst  we,  in  every  quarter  which 
it  was  deemed  most  important  to 
defend,  had  been  losing  city  after 
city :  wlrilst  we  had  been  actually 
driven  from  our  possessions,  which 
we  conceived  to  be  necessary  to  the 
security  of  our  commerce,  or  to  the 
balance  of  pov/er,  France,  resource- 
less  and  dispirited,  all  the  while 
avowing  its  own  distressed  situation, 
and  speaking  in  the  most  respectful 
terms  of  our  v^-ealth  and  resources, 
had  been  constantly  adding  to  its 
acquisitions,  and  aggrandizing  its 
empire.  France,  at  the  prcicnt  mo- 
ment, appcart'd  as  the  conqueror 
of  most  important  and  extensive 
territories !  Belgium  was  annexed 
to  her  empire  !  Great  part  of  Italy 
had  yielded  to  the  force  of  arms, 
and  Holland  was  now  united  to  the 
republic  bv  ties  of  the  strictest  alli- 
ance !  If,  uidced,  these  acquisitions 
were  to  be  regained  to  the  cause  of 
Great  Britain,  and  her  allies,  by 
a  lofty  tone  of  argument;  if  the 
tide  of  victory  was  to*  be  turned 
by  the  dexterity  of  debate,  and 
the  efticacy  of  our  exertions  bore 
any  proportion  to  the  insolence 
of  our  boasting,  we  need  not  yet 
be  afraid  to  claim  a  decided  supe- 
riority. 

Mr.  Fox,  from  a  rsview  of  the 
history   of  the   ncgociation,    con- 
cluded that  neither  the  French  re- 
luctance to  treat,  nor  the  failure  of 
•       the 
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thenegoclatioD,  was  cntirdy  owing 
to'ihc  tioreasonabkness  cf  theftne- 
1117. .  Tbdy  have  taken  advantage, 
be  ^d,  m  the  situation  in  which 
their  grent  success  has  placed  ihem. 
If  thcj  should  be  able  to  continue 
their  successes ;  if  they  should,  iii. 
consequence,  rise  in  their  demands  j 
tlirre  roust  be  great  alteration  in 
the  conduct  of  ministers,  or  our 
situation  would  be  deplorable  in- 
deed. I  cannot  help,  here,  reflect- 
ing on  the  period  of  the  Ameri- 
can war.  Men  used  then  to  say, 
it  is  not  our  fault ;  wa  are  not  to 
h'.ame  ;  it  is  all  owing  to  the  unrea* 
sonaWcDcss  of  the  cnenay  that  we 
do  not  obtain  peace.  In&tuated 
and  self-abused  men !  They  were 
afterwards,  fatally  for  the  interests 
of  this  country,  convinced  of  the 
folly  of  their  argument,  and  obliged 
to  accept  of  terms  far  more  against 
thema  than  they  might  have  ob- 
tained, had  negociations  been  of- 
fered long  before  they  were. 

But,  on  the  other  hand,  Mr. 
Fox  contended  that  there  was  a 
great  deal  of  insincerity,  artifice, 
and  cunning  in  the  conduct  of  the 
British  minister  in  that  business. 
If  the  British  minister  had  some 
reason. to  suspect  the  sincerity  of 
the  French  directory,  had  not  they, 
at  least,  equal  grounds  to  enter- 
tain some  doubts  with  respect  to 
his  views  in 'the  negociation  ? — 
When  lord  Malmesbury,  said  Mr. 
Fox,  in  addressing  the  French  mi- 
nister, so  often  brings  forward  his 
profession  of  bigh  consideration,  I 
cannot  but  smiie  ;  when  I  recol- 
lect tliaj:  lord  Auckland  was  made 
a  peer,  merely  because  he  declared 
that  the  men  who  are  now  ad- 
dressed in  such  respectful  terms, 
•*  ought  to  be  put  under  the  sword 
of  the   bwjt  and  because  be  de< 


nonnced  them  as  miscreants,  and; 
traitors  to  alt  Europe.'*  The  mi- 
nister, hcobservedr  whatever -may 
have  been  his  sincerity  in  the  trans- 
action, was  no  stranger  to  the  ad* 
vantages  that  may  be  derived  from 
the  idea  of  a  pending  negociation* 
That  he  now  feels  those  advantages, 
nobody  will  dispute?  I  know  that 
some  weeks  ago  a  very  confident 
report  was  circulated,  witb  respect 
to  the  probability  of  a  peace.  It 
would  be  curious  to  know  how  far 
lord  Malmcsbury,  at  that  period, 
was?  influenced  by  any  such  beiirf, 
it  does  not  appear,  from  the  papers 
on  the  table,  that,  at  that  moment^ 
lie  cduld  reasonably  hope*  for  a  suc- 
ccsshal  issue  to  his  negociation.  It 
seem»  dubious,  indeed,  from  the  in- 
spection of  those  papers,  whether 
lord  Malmcsbury  was  not  sent  over 
merely  to  shew  his  diplomatic  dex- 
terity ',  to  fence  apd  parry  with  Mr. 
de  la  Croix,  in  order  to  evince  his 
superior  skill  and  adroitness  in  th« 
marjcigoment  of  argument,  and  the 
arts  ot  political  finesse ;  to  confound 
the  shrtllow  capacity,  and  superficial 
rcn<»oning  of  the  French  minister, 
and  to  make  the  cause  of  this  coun- 
try the  better.  While  lord  Malmcs- 
bury was  employed,  th-js  honoufi. 
ably,  in  the  cis[5lay  of  his  talents,  at 
Paris,  thfr  minister  had  an  usefut 
object  of  policy  to  answer  at  honoe. 
It  was  found  convenient^  for  th« 
purpose  of  financial  arrangements, 
to  hold  out  the  hope  of  peace,  till 
such  time  as  it  was  found  that  the 
appearance  of  negociation  might  be 
renounced  without  any  unlavour- 
able  effect  as  to  the  supplies  of  xiM 
year. — When  the  French  asked  lord 
Malmcsbury  what  terms  he  was  pre- 
pared to  propose,  he  Avas  unpro^^ 
vidcd  with  an  answer,  and  obliged 
to  send  to>'  this  country  for  instrucr 
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tiont.  What  inference  can  be  drawn- 
from  this  conduct  on  the  part  of  mi- 
niscers>   but  that,  by  thus  bringing 
forward  a  futile>  illusory,  an4  uu* 
meaning    basis,    they  expected  lo 
disgust  the  French  in  the  first  in- 
stance, and  so  get  rid  of  the  negoci* 
ation  >    and  if  the    French,    who 
must  have  felt  themselves  mocked 
by  this  treatment,  and  have  been 
more  and  more  assured  of  the  in- 
sincerity of  our  ministers,  had  stop- 
ped all  further  proceedingB,  would 
they  not  have  been  fully  justified  ^ 
Undoubtedly,   ministers     expected 
that  they  would  have  resented  the 
insult,  and  have  broken  oS  the  ne- 
gociation  at  the  outset.    1''hey  thus 
hoped  to  have  obtained  easy  cre- 
dit for  their  pacific  intentions,  and 
to  have  thrown  upon  the  enemy 
the  odium  of  a  determined  purpose 
of  hostility,   and  an    unreasonable 
rejection  of  the  preliminary  basis 
of     negociation.      Unfortunately, 
however,  for  this  project,  the  basis 
was  recognized.     The  disappoi-nt- 
ment  of  ministers  was  evident :  lord 
Malmesbury  was  unprepared  how 
to  act,  and  compelled   to  send  for 
farther  instructions.    The  question 
then  became,  "  since  the    French 
have  so  unexpectedly  accepted  th^ 
basis  we  intended  to  be  rejected, 
what  can  we  find  that  they  must  be 
indispensibly  called  upon  to  refuse?'* 
Lord  Malmesbury,  who  *had  be  fore 
DO  terms  to  propose,  was   now   in- 
structed to  bring  forward  such  as 
could  not  be  supposed   to  undergo 
much  discussion  ;  such  as  could  not 
readily  fail  to  efJect  the  purpose  of 
being  rejected.      T^e   three    great 
powers  of    the   continent    of  Eu- 
rope, will  all  of  (hem  he  left  with 
considerable      acquisitions?       The 
king  of  Prussia  has  gained  a  third 
part  of  Pdl^nd  3    Russia  has   ob- 


tained a  considerable  extent  of  tcr"" 
ritory  from  that  unfortunate  coun* 
try  :  and  in  addition  to  his  share  o* 
the  division,  it  is  also  proposed,  tha^ 
the  emperor  of  Germany  shall  also 
be  put  in  possession  of  Maestricht, 
or  some  other  place.     France  is  to 
be  left  with  only  Savoy,   Nice,  and 
Aviguon.     Is   it  fair  that  all  the 
other  powers  should  gain  more  than 
France  ?     Is  the   state  of  the  war 
such  as  to  justify  this  proposition? 
When  Great.  Britain  made  a  propo- 
sition so  unreasonable,  France  took 
a  step  calculated  to  give  confidence 
to  the  people  in  those  countries  she 
had  annexed    to   the  republic,  by 
declaruig  that  she  could  not,  on  any 
account,  give  them  up.   In  the  con- 
ference which   took  place  between 
the  Britishambassador  and  theFrench 
ministei,  the  former  declared,  that, 
the  king  of  Great  Britain  would  not 
recede  from  his  demand,  with  re- 
spect  to    the  Netherlands.     Must 
not  the  French,  in  consequence  of 
this  declaration,  have  been  induced 
to  assume  an  equally  resolute  tone, 
with  respect  to  their   intention  of 
keeping  that  territory;  wheu,  from 
the  nature  of  the  terms  proposed, 
they  perceived  no  likelihood  of  ob- 
taining peace  ?    As  to  the  French 
minister  having  asked  lord  Malmes^ 
bury  to  give  in  bis   ultimatum^  \% 
evidently  meant  no  more  than  that 
he  should  make  a  formal  declaration 
of  what  he  had  said  with  regard  to 
Belgium  :   a  demand  which  could 
not  surely  be  considered  as  unrear 
sonable.      Whatever   the   English 
ministry  may  think  on  that  subject^ 
the  world   at   large  would  consider 
the  memorial  of  lord  Malmesbury 
as  the  sine  qua  non  of  the  court  of 
Great  Britain,  respecting  Belgium. 
If,  Mr.   Fox  proceedrtl,  the  house 
shall  be  of  ppinion,  that  Belgium 
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is  really  entitled  to  be  rtgarded  as . 
a  uae  qua  mm  ;  that  it  is  an  object 
for  which  this  coantry  ought  to  con-^ 
tinae  the  war  till  it  has  expended 
another  hondred  millioos^  and  ^hed 
the  blood  of  half  a  million  more 
wretched  being^s:  if  the  house  think 
so,  it  ought  openly  to  declare  its 
opinion.     If,  on  the  contrary>  the 
boose  shaU  think  with  one,  that  it  is 
not  worth  the  risk  of  this  country, 
to  expead  such  irameose  treasures 
of  money  and  blood,  in  order  to  re- 
stneit  to  the  emperori  who,  after 
all,  vDSf,  perhaps*  in  a  short  timQ, 
be  no  longer  our  ally  :  then,  let 
them  act  like  men,  and»  by  some  fair 
and  unequivocal  amendment,  con- 
vince  the  country,    and  shew  the 
world,  that  they  will  not  be  longer 
snbservient  to  such  a  dreadful  waste 
of  Mood  and  treasure.     But  if  it  be 
true  that  the  negociatiOu  M'as  bro- 
ken piF,  on  the  ground  that  the  re- 
tention of  Belgium  was  made  a  a,ne 
qua  turn,  on  the  one  part^  and  its  re- 
storation to  the  en^peror  a  sine  qua 
noil,  on  the,  other  ^  I  ask  on  what 
ground  was  this  done  ?     Was  the 
emperor   a  party  to   the  negocia- 
tion  ?  Here  then  is  a  sine  qua  non 
made  -in  a  matter  intended  solely 
for  the  benefit  of  the  emperor,  to 
which,  nevertheless,  he  is  not  a  par- 
ty,  and  which   we  do  not   know 
whether  he  himself  would  absoluxe- 
ly  insist  <ni  or  not1     Surely   this 
might  hsve  been  known  before  tlie 
negodation    was     entered    upon. 
When  we  were  so  often  sending 
snch  immense  sams  to   the   em- 
peror«  millions  after  millions,  some 
person  or  other,  employed  in  those 
offices,  might  have  asked  the  ques- 
twoed.  Had  any  one  done  eo  ?  No. 
I  ask  any  impMial  man,  if  this  is 
not  a  mere  mockery  ?    But,  says 
the  right   honoaiahle  gentleman, 


with  great  emphasis,  why  did  not 
the  directory  present  a  contre projet? 
To  whom  should  they  present  it  ? 
was  the  emperor  a  party  ?  No. 
They  had,  then,  no  one  to  present 
it  to,  for,  every  thing  contained  in 
our  projet  was  for  the  emperor^s 
benefit  alone.  1  agree  with  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  as  to  - 
the  principle,  that  a  people  who 
come  into  the  power  of  another 
people,  by  the  chance  of  war,  can- 
not, by  the  law  of  nations,  be  dis- 
posed of  lawfully  till  the  definitive 
treaty  of  peace  is  concluded;  but 
this  is  very  different  from  a  people 
who  are  left  at  liberty  to  chuse  a 
government  for  themselves,  and 
who,  after  such  liberty,  voluntarily 
.adopt  the  step  of  uniting  themselves 
with  their  neighbours  ;  and  those, 
who,  perhaps,  at  one  time^  might 
have  claimed  over  them  the  right 
of  conquest.  TJie  French,  Mr.  Fox 
observed,  were  now,  and  always  had 
been  represented  by  ministers,  as  a 
hordeof  assassins.  Suppose  the  Corsi- 
caus  had  chosen  the  king  of  Great 
Britain  for  their  king,  and  intreated« 
in  the  strongest  terms,  th^t  theymight 
not  be  given  up  to  those  assassins* 
would  it  be  said  by  the  British  mi- 
nister, inanegociationfor  peace,  that 
Corsica  was  an  object  of  restora- 
tion ?  Mr.  Fox  believed  that  it 
would  not  ;  and  might  not  die 
French  u$e  the  same  arguments,  te^ 
spectiog  Belgium  \  On  former  oc- 
casions, when  the  conquests  in  the 
West  indies  were  mentioned,  as 
means  of  ne* gociatton,  Ihe  idea  of 
the  status  quo  ante  bellum  was  turn- 
ed into  ridicule.  Mariinico,  par- 
ticularly, (though  in  this  negocia-» 
(ioii  the  minister  had*  lowered  his 
toney  was,  on  those  occasions,  not 
to  be  considered  as  a  conquest  in 
former  wars  ;  but-  as  territory  re- 
ceived 
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ceived  at  the  request  oF  the  inhabi-^ 
tants,  who  had  desired  to  be  taken 
tinder  ^he  protection  of  his  Britan- 
nic ttiajesty.  Mr.  Foic  concludrd 
his  speech  with  moving,  as\an 
amendment  to  theaddressjthatiaftcr 
the  words  **  returning  his  majesty- 
thanks  for  his  gracious  message," 
thfere  be  inserted  the  following  : 

*^  That  this  house  has  learnt,  with 
inexpressible  concern,  that  the  ne- 
gociation,  his  majesty  lately  com- 
menced, for  the  restoration  otpeace, 
lias  been  unhappily  fnisti*ated. 

^*  In  8oa\vful  and  momentous  a 
crisis,  the  house  of  commons  feel  it 
their  duty  to  speak  to  his  majesty, 
with  that  freedom  and  earnestness 
which  becomes  men  anxious  to  pre- 
serve the  honour  of  his  majesty's 
crown,  and  to  secure  the  interests  of 
Iiis  people.  That,  in  doing  this, 
they  sincerely  deplore,  that  they  arc 
under  the  necessity  of  declaring, 
that,  as  well  from  the  manner  in 
which  the  late  negociation  has  been 
conducted,  as  from  the  substance 
of  the  memorial,  which  appears  to 
have  produced  the  abrupt  termina- 
tion of  it,  they  have  reason  to  think 
his  majesty's  ministers  were  not  sin- 
cere in  their  endeavours  to  procure 
the  blessings  of  peace,  so  necessary 
ior  this  distressed  count  ly ;  and  that 
all  prospect  of  pacification  seems 
intirely  removed  from  their  view ; 
for^  on  the  one  band,  his  majesty's 
ministens  insist  upon  the  restoration 
of  the  Netherlands  to  the  emperor, 
as  a  sine  qua  non^  from  which  they 
have  pledged  bis  majesty  not  to* 
recede ;  while,  on  the  other,  the 
executive  directory  of  the  French 
republic,  with  equal  pertinacity, 
claim  the  preservation  of  that  part 
of  their  conquest,  as  a  condition 
from  which  they  cannot  depart. 
••  That,  under  these  drcumttan- 


ces,  this'house  cannot  Help  fathent- 
ing  the  rashness  and  injustice  of  fii» 
majesty's  ministers;   whose   long- 
continued  misconduct  has  produced 
ihis  embarrassing  situation,  by  ad- 
vising hi^  nrwijesty,  before  the  pies- 
sing  of  peace  had  been   unfortu- 
nately interrupted,    to  refuse  all 
negociation  for  the  adjustment  of 
the  then  eubsisting  dif^rences,  al- 
though, at  that  time,  the  Nether- 
lands, now  the  main  obstacle  to  'the 
return  of  tranquillity,  so  far  from 
being  considered  as  an'  object  of 
contest,  was  solemnly  renounced^ 
and  the  peace"*  of  Europe  crfTered 
into  his  majesty's  hands,  upon  the 
basis  of  that  renunciation,  and  upon 
the  security  and  inde'pendence  of 
Holland,  whilst  she  preserved  her 
neutrality  towards  France. 

^*  That  this  house  has  £irther 
deeply  to  regret  that,  soOn  after  the 
commencement  of  the  war,  when^ 
by  the  vigour  of  his  majesty's  arms, 
with  the  assistance  of  those  of  his 
allies,  the  repubhc  of  Holland  had 
been  rescued  from  invasion,  and  the 

freatest  part  of  the  Netherlands 
ad  been  recovered  by  the  empe* 
ror ;  at  a  time,  too,  when  most  of 
the  princes  of.  Europe,-  with  re- 
sources yet  unexhausted,  continued 
firm  in  their  alliance  with  Great 
Britain,  hia  majesty *s  ministers  did 
not  avail  themselves  of  this  high 
and  commanding  position,  for  the 
negociation  of  an  honourable  peace, 
and  the  establishment  of  the  politi- 
cal balance  of  Europe ;  that,  on  the 
contrary,  without  auy  example  in 
the  principles  and  practices. of  this 
or  any  other  nation,  it  is  with  pain 
this  house  recollects,  his  majesty's 
minister  refused  to  set  on  foot  any 
negodation  wliatsocver  with  the 
French  republic>  ifot  upon  a  real  or 
even  alleged  unwillibgaesa  on  his 

part 
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part  to  listen  to. die  propositions 
wow  rrjectcd  br  her,  or  to  any 
other  specific  proposal  of  indemnity 
or  poHticaL  security,  bat  upon  tlic 
nrragant  and  insulting  pretence, 
that  her  government  was  not  capa- 
ble of  maintaining  the  accustomed 
fdationtf  of  peaceand  amityamongst 
nations,  and  that,  on  this  unfounded 
and  merely  speculative  assumption, 
bis  majesty  was  advised  to  continue 
the  war  to  a  period  when  the  dif- 
ficulties hi  the  way  of  peace  have 
been  so  orach  iocreasedj  by  the 
defect  of  most  of  the  powers  en- 
gaged in  the  confederacy,  and  by 
the  conquests  and  consequent  pre- 
tensions of  the  French  republic. 

"  Iliat  this  bouse,  having  thus 
humbly  submitted  to  his  majesty  the 
rejections  which  bis  majesty's  gra- 
cious communication  immediately 
suggests,  feel  themiielves  in  duly 
bwnd,  for  the  information  of  his 
majesty,  and  the  satisfaction  of  an 
exhausted  people,  to  proceed  with 
unremitting  diligenoo^  to  investigate 
the  causes  which  have  produced  our 
pteseiUcalaallties,  and  to  ofier  such 
advice  as  the  cHtical  and  alarming 
circurastanoesof  the  nation  may  re« 
quire." 

Mr.  Dondas,  at  the  same  time 
that  he  charged  Mr.  Foi.  with 
availing  htmsdf  of  his  situation,  as 
a  member  of  that  house,  to  plead 
the  cause  of  die  enemy,  yet  allowed 
tl»t  his  amendment  was  unequivo- 
cal, fiiir,  and  open.  He  called 
upon  the  oQembers  to  make  a  de« 
claration,  that  they  believed  the  mi- 
oistry  to  have  been  insincere  in  the 
late  negocintion  for  peace.  Upon 
that  issue  he,  for  his  own  part, 
^w^ouW  call  on  the  members,  as  ho- 
nest men,  to  give  their  opinion, 
Ts^hcther.ihcy  thought  that  ministers 
M  omitted   any    measures  that 


might  have  procured  peace  with 
the  country.  He  agreed  that  the 
cxpence  of  the  war  was  great,  but 
considered  onr  success  as  eq  'ul  to  it . 
The  cmMror's  and  our  situaticrt 
were  thrown  into  a  conmwn  stock. 
We  were  willing  to  relinquish  out 
acquis" tions from  the  French,  to  pro-  • 
cure  for  his  Imperial  n-nje-iy  ti'r 
restoratiou  of  the  territortrs  lie  li.id 
lost.  With  respect  to  thf*  possessions 
of  Holland,  in  our  h.JiiJs,  which 
were  particularly  connected  with 
his  share  in  the  administration,  and 
of  die  vast  importance  of  ^^hich  he 
had  spoken  on  former  occasions,  it 
was  his  with  to  krf-pboth  the  Cape 
and  Ceylon,  but  never  his  dftsigii 
to  take  from  the  Dutch  thfir  trade 
to  the  Cape  5  which  wr.?  all  th.it 
they  were  now  capa'ole  of  holding 
with  advantage  to  the m selves  5  for 
as  to  the  actual  possession  of  the 
place,  they  were  too  weak  to  keep 
it.  He  appealed  to  the  old  Frendx 
monarchy,  for  the  truth  of  the  as- 
sertion, that  one  acre  of  land  ia  the 
Austrian  Netherlands,  is  equal  in 
value  to  a  whole  province  of  France. 
And  this  he  did,  that  the  l^ouse 
might  see  how  necessary  *  it  was 
for  his  majesty  to  demand,  as  a 
condition  of  peace,  that  they  should 
be  restored  to  France.  Facts  would 
best  shew  which  party  had  been 
wanting  in  a  real  dei^ire  to  promote 
peace.  Did  the  French,  in  any  pe- 
riod«  come  forward  to  negociate, 
and  were  refused  by  u^  ?  If  this 
had  been  the  case,  the  backward- 
ness of  ministers  to  pacification 
must  have  been  admitted  5  but  the 
contrary. was  the  truth :  we  had  re- 
gularly used  every  means,  from  the 
note  of  Mr.  Wickbam;  at  Basle, 
to  the  late  mission  of  lord  Malmcs- 
bury^  to  bring  about  so  desirable  an 
event,  without  success. 

Mr. 
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in  a  few  weeks  after,  converted,  by 
the  stoppage  of  bank-payment  ia 
specie  (already  hinted  at,  and  by 
and  by  to  be  particalarly  noticed), 
into  a  painful  anxiety  and  many 
despondent  forebodings  of  na- 
tional bankruptcy,  and  individual 
ruin. 

The  earl  of  Oxford  was  not 
deterred,  by  this  defeat  of  the 
opposition,  on  the  question  of 
peace,  and  the  means  and  condi- 
tions of  obtaining  it,  from  making 
a  second  attempt  for  the  same  end, 
trusting  that  a  material  change  must 
have  been  produced  in  the  mind 
of  parliament  by  the  general  alarm, 
still  waxing  greater  and  greater,  in 
all  parts  ot  the  country.  His  lord- 
ship, on  the  twenty-third  of  March, 
called  the  attention  of  the  house  of 
lords  to  a  motion,  of  which  he  had 
given  notice  some  time  before,  on 
this  subject.  Peace,  he  said^  was 
demanded  by  the  voice  of  the  coun- 
try :  and  he  was  persuaded,  that 
it  might  be  obtained  if  sought  wkh 
a  sincere  and  iionest  intention.  The 
government  and  people  of  France, 
he  was  convinced,  were  not  less 
disposed  than  ourselves  to  enter 
into  an  amicable  negociation.  He 
then  read  some  extracts  from  the 
correspondence  between  Mr.  Wick- 
ham  and  M.  Barthelemi ;  and  the 
register  of  the  decrees  of  the  exe- 
cutive, directory,  which  lay  upon 
their  lordships  table  $  upon  which 
he  grounded  his  opinion,  that  the 
French  directory,  are  incl'med  to 
makepeace.*  His  conclusion  from 
the  whole  was,   that  the  airectory 

was 
*•  The  extracts  quoted  were  these : 

In  t^e  Note  (No.  3.)  traiismlttcd  to  Mr.  Wickhara,  by  M.  Bartbelemi,  there  Is  this 
passage  :  • 

**  The  directory  ardently  desire  to  procure,  for  the  French  republic,  a  just  and  honour- 
able peace.  The  step  taken  by  Mr.  Wickham  would  have  afforded  to  the  dircccory  a 
leal  satislactlon,  if  th€  dcclamtioa  it&clf,  which  that  minister  makes,  of  his  not  having 

any 


Mr.  Grey  said,  that  the  ftinda- 
xnental  evil,  from  whence  all  our 
misfortunes  flowed,  was,  that  peace 
never  had  been  the  real  object  of 
those  who  carried  on  the  war.  They 
went  upon  a  system  o^ extermina- 
tion, which  so  irritated  our  enemies 
that  there  was  danger  of  our  never 
having  peace.  Having  taken  a  re- 
view of  lord  Malmesbury*s  letter 
to  lor4  GrenvUle,  he  contended 
that  M.  de  la  Croix's  proposition 
of  offering  an  equivalent  to  the 
emperor,  for  the  Netherlands,  in 
the  secularization  of  the  three  ec- 
clesiastical  electorates,  and  several 
bishopricks  in  Gei"many  and  Italy, 
might  be  considered  as  an  offer  of 
terms  of  peace,  or  conire  projet,  and 
ought  to  h'ava  been  attended  to. 
However  we  might  wishfortheresto- 
ration  of  the  Netherlands  to  the  em- 
peror, they  were  not  to  be  regained 
by  force .  He  considered  the  propo* 
sition,  in  the  late  negociation,  of  re- 
tainingthemostimportantpossessions 
of  our  former  ally,  Holland,  asamost 
pro  iligatetraitin thelatent'gociation . 
The  oSer  of  restoring  Martinico  and 
Pondicherr}'  only,  (For  St  Lucia  and 
Tobago  were  to  be  kept  as  an  equi- 
valent for  our  supposed  claimson  St. 
Domingo)for  allthe  conquests  made 
by  France  on  the  emperor,  was  a 
most  extravagant  proposition. 

On  a  division  of  the  house,  Mr. 
Fox's  amendment  was  rejected  by 
21  against  37.  The  original  address 
was»  of  course,  carried  by  an  equal 
majority. 

The  general  solicitude  for  peace, 
which  prevailed  at  this  time,  being. 
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was  dbpoBcd  to  peace,  but  that  it  from  the  peettliar  nature   of  our 

^as  determined  to  keep  the  Rhine  oonunercial  system,  deprive  us  of 

fer  the  boundary  of  Fiance.  *' And,  those  means  whereby  we  were  cn- 

my  lords,  he  added,  it  has  power  abled  to  hold  so  high  a  rank  among 

to  do  it»  and  you   have  not  the  the  natiom  of  the  world,  unless  the 

power  Eo  prevent  it.    You  nnist,  country  1%  speedily  reiie\'od  froiu 

therefore,  either  make  peace  upon  its  present  enormous  expenditure, 

thesi  terms,  or  persist  in  the  war,  and  its  future  prosperity  insureds  by 

vbicb  is  certain  ruin.    I  therefore  an  immediate,  aiBcarei  and  lasting 

move  your  lordships,  peace. 

"  That  a  humble  address  be  pre*        ^'  That  this  houaebegsIeaTe,hum- 

sented  to  his  majeslyi  humbly  to  bly  to  represent  to  his  majesty,  that 

rq>reaenttohis  majesty,  that,  in  the  upon  a  considerate  and   impartial 

{nvsent  most  critical  and  alarming  review   of  the   whole  of  the  late 

situadoQ  of  the  country,  this  house  negociation,  this  house  sees,  with 

holds  it  to  be  its  bounden  duty  concern,  that  that  negociation  was 

to  apprise  his  majesty  of  his  own  broken  off  by  the  conduct  and  d(# 

^gtr,  and    the    ruin .  and  con*  mand  of  his  majesty's  ministers,  ani 

hstotx  which  threaten  the  whole  not  oy  a  want  of  disposition  for 

Miion.  peace  on  the  part  of  France. 

'*  That  the  shock,  which  has  been        '*  That  in  answer  to  the  impolitic 

iately  given  to  public  credit,  must,  note,  delivered  by  Mr.  Wickham, 

>ny  order,  ttif  power,  to  negociate,  did  not  give  room  to  doubt  of  the  sincerity  of  the 
pacific  intentions  ofhis  court-  In  &c^,  »f  it  was  true,  that  England  began  to  know  her 
real  inttrcsc ;  that  tfceVisbed  to  open  again,  fur  her&clf,  the  souices  of  abundan.e  an4 
pr(Kpcrity;  if  she  aought  for  peace  with  good  faith,  would  she  propose  a  congress,  oC 
which  the  necessary  result  must  he  to  rentier  all  negociation  endle^  ?  or,  would  she 
^fine  henelf  to  the  asking,  in  a  vague  manner,  that  the  French  govemment  tho»14 
i»int  out  any  odiex  way  wbatev&r,  for  attaining  the  same  object— that  of  a  general 
Pacification  ? 

Again,  my  lords,  (No.  7.)  extract  from  the  register  of  the  decrees  of  the  executive 
directory ; 

"  The  executive  directory,  npon  consideration  of  the  Note,  addressed  to  the  minister 
fcr  foreign  aSkirs,  by  lorA  Grenville,  dated  Westminster,  September  S4,  1700, 
vfishiijg  to  give  a  proof  of  <he  desire  which  it  entertains  to  make  peace  with  Eng- 
ird, decrees  as  foilchrs  :  The  minister  for  foreign  affa.rsis  charged  to  deliver  the  ne- 
ce^&Aty  passports  to  the  en\.9y  of  England,  whoshall  be  furnished  with  full  powers,  not 
only  (or  ptcparing  and  negociating  the  peace  between  the  French  repubUc  and  that 
power,  bttt  for  conchiding  It  definitively  between  them." 

Aod*  again,  my  lords,  (Ho.,  15.) 

"The  executive  diiectory  sees,  with  pain,  that,  at  the  moment  when  it  h&d  reason 
to  hope  for  the  speedy  return  of  peace,  between  the  French  republic  and  his  Britannic 
°^iesty,  the  proposal  of  lord  Malmesbury  olTei^  nothing  but  dilatory  or  very  distant 
incaju  of  bringing  the  negociation  to  a  conclusion. 

'^Nevertheless  the  executive  directory,  animated  with  an  ardent  desire  of  putting  a 
"^to  the  scourge  of  war,  and  to  prove  that  they  will  not  reject  any  means  of  recon* 
ciliation,  declare,  that  as  soon  as  lord  Malmesbury  shall  exhibit  to  the  thini^ter  for 
foreign  affair^t-auffcient  powers,  from  the  allies.^  Great  Britain,  fcr  stipuliting  tot 
their  respective  interests,  accompanied  by  a  promisc,on  their  part,  to  subscjibe  to  what? 
ever  sbaH  be  otoctuded  in  their  names,  will  hasten  to  ^ivc  an  answer  to  tre  spea  lie  pio 
P<><itions  which  shall  ba  tnbmittcd  to  them,  and  that  tlic  difficulties  stall  be  i;:uyivud, 
>thr  as  aay  be  consitteat  with  the  safe<y  and  dignltv  of  the  FrencU  republic. 

Vet.  XXXJX.      ,  [M}  ■*         '  ^ 
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the  exfCntive  directory  declare, 
that,  yielding  to  ihe  ardent  desire 
by  whicli  it  is  animated  to  procure 
peact'  for  the  French  repubiic,  and 
for  all  nations,  it  will  not  fea*-  to 
t^edare  itself  openly.  Charged  by 
the  constitution  wit h:tl\e  execution 
of  the  laws;  it  cannot  make,  or 
listen  to  any  proposals  tlial  would 
he  (^Hilary  to  them.  The  consti- 
luticnal  act  dees  not  permit  it  to 
cor.,  cnt  to  any  alienation  of  that, 
which,  according '  lo  the  existing 
laws,  oonstitutes  the  territory  of 
the  republic. 

"  That  it  is  impossible  liis  majes- 
ty's ministers  could  hav^  misunder- 
stood this  declaration  ;  for  in  the 
Dote,  signed  Downing-street,  there 
are  these  words  :  '  To  a  demand 
such  as  this  is  added  an  expressed 
declaration,  that  no  proposal  con- 
trary to  it  will  be  made,  or  even 
listened  to.' 

"  That  six monthsafter  this  his  ma- 
jesty' s  ministers  again  made  an  over- 
ture of  peace,  but  in  so  ungracious 
a  mfinncr  that  doubts  might  have 
been  reasonably  entertained  of  their 
sincerity  j  •  and  after  a  variety  of 
trifling  disputes,  unworthy  a  great 
nation,  when  the  happiness  of  mil-  ^ 
lions  were  depending,  his  majes- 
ty*? minis! rrs  demanded,  and  made, 
as  their  sine  qua  non,  those  very 
terms,  which,  before  they  began 
their  negoriation,  thty  knew  would 
not  be.ujade,  or  even  listened  to.' 

•'Tjiat  under  all  these  circum- 
stances, this  house  humbly,  and 
most  earnestly  entreats  his  majesty 
to  enter  iuto  an  immediate  nego- 
cia<^ion,'upon  such  t«ms  as  France 
is  likely  to  listen  and  accede  to, 
ar.d  in  such  manner  and  iI?rough 
the  medium  of  such  nun,  as  shall 
leave  no  r6cm  to  doubt  the  pacific 
iutentions  of  his  majesty. 


"  And  this  house  begs  leave  hum- 
bly to  assure  bis  majesty,  that  it 
entertain*  no  doubt  of  the  success 
of  such  a  negociation,  and  that  it 
feels  confident,  that  after  his  majesty 
shall  have  been  graciously  pleased 
to  restore  to  his  people  the  bles- 
sing of  peace,  such  retrenchments, 
and  wise  regulations  may  be  adopt- 
ed, by  die  legislature*  as  will  relieve 
the  people  from  their  burdens,  rc- 
•move  every  cause  of  complaint,  of 
their-  beinpr  unequally  represented  j 
restore  to  them  their  ancient^  vene- 
rable, and  free,  constitution;  and 
thereby  re-establish  public  spiric, 
and  pub.Mc  confidence ;  and  insure 
to  his  majesty  the  affection?  of  his 
subjects,  the  glory,  prosperity,  ana 
happiness  of  his  future  reign." 

The  question  being  put,  lord 
Greijvillc  observed  that  it  was 
quite  unnecessary  to  reply,  in  de- 
tail, to  the  extraordinary  string  of 
pft)posilions  which  their  lordships 
bad  just  heard.  He  moved  that  the 
address  of  the  thirtieth  of  Decem- 
ber last  might  be  read,  which  con- 
tained sufficient  arguments  against 
that  part  of  the  motion  suggested 
by  his  lordship,  and  from  which  it 
would  be  seen,  that  so  far  from 
the  negociation  being  terminated  by 
this  country,  it  had  been  abruptly 
and  insolently  broken  off  by  the 
French  republic. — ^Tbat  address  be- 
ing read,  the  duke  of  Norfolk  said, 
that  he  wished  that  the  present  ad- 
dress might  go  to  Ihe  throne,  as, 
without  tlm  adoption  of  such  a  mo- 
tion, there  was  little  probability  of 
obtaining  peace.  The  secretary  of 
state  had  grounded  his  opposition 
to  the  motion  of  their  lordsl-ips  on 
,its  inconsistency  with  the  address 
of  December  last.  But,  was  tliert: 
any  thing  to  prev^nr  a  grave  assem- 
bly from  reconsidering  its  former  re* 
(olutions  } 
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€oiutions ;  especially  as  new  ciirum- 
5tanceg  had  since  'occurred,  which 
^  an  alarmingf  influence  on  the 
<^ommcnnaI  crtdit  of  the  country, 
afid  tended  to  impair  its  ability  of 
carrying  on  tlie  war?  Recharged 
administration  with  indulging  a  8pi- 
"t  of  intrigue,  when  the  welfare 
n«t  only  of  this  but  other  nations 
t>f  Earopr  was  concerned,  and  when 
it  sboaM  be  clearly  understood  on 
vbat  terms  this  country  was  wiU 
lin<^  to  make  peace.  Administration 
was  much  to  blame,  in  risking  the 
t rents  of  war,  by  refusing  to  treat 
for  peace,  after  the  redaction  of  Va* 
Iwciennes,  since  which  time  those 
^^ents  had  turned  in  favour  of  the 
««tty.  France,  he  said,  bad  as 
R(>od  a  right  to  retain  Belgium,  as 
this  couttry  to  retain  Canada,  in 
1783,  or  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
in  any  treaty  that  might  now  be 
agreed  on. 

The  marqttis  of  Lansdowne  la- 
{neoted  to  see  a  motion  of  such 
ifflportance  passed  over  in  the  shuf- 
fiing  manner  in  whicK  ministers 
seemed  inclined  to  treat  it.  After 
the  measures  of  distress,  to  which 
ve  had  lately  been  o*;:iged  to  re- 
cur, we  ought  not  to  adhere  to  the 
dner.ntnation  of  December  thirty, 
^J*  of  any  former  period. — It  was 
itile,  after  the  shock  given  to  public 
cn;dit,to  talk  o(  half  measures.  No- 
thing fthon  of  making  bank  notes  a 
l^gal  tender,  with  all  the  calamities 
incident  to  this  step,  could  save  Us. 
llie  minister  must  know  this,  and 
only  waited,  perhaps,  to  have  the 
call  to  do  so,  front  the  public.  If 
so*  be  was  ready  for  one,  to  make 
the  call,  and  to  share  in  the  respon*- 
sibiiit J  for  a  measure  which  alone 
could  give  us  time  to  look  about 
<u.  He  did  not  despaip  of  his  coun- 
ty* but  the  longer  the  system  of 


war  was  pursued,  the  difHcultJes^  in 
the  way  of  peace^  would  be  ini 
creased.  It  was  by  relieving  the 
balance  of  trade,  by  reviving  com- 
merce, by  restoring  public  copj^ 
fidence>  and,  above  all,  by  peace, 
.that  the  dangers  which  threatened 
us  were  to  be  averted.  He  wished 
the  present  ministers  might  accom- 
plish-this  point ;  but  if  they  avowed 
that  they  knew  not  how,  it  would 
become  them  to  surrender  the  task 
to  those  who  did.  He  referred  to 
the  correspondence  of  lord  Malmes- 
biiry,  and  observed,  it  was  impos- 
sible to  form  a  right  judgment  of 
the  steps  taken  in  that  negociation, 
when  only  a  part  of  that  correspond- 
ence was  laid  before  the  house> 
and  the  instructions  and  iriteutions 
of  ministers  were  kept  back  :  witb-fc 
out  this  knowledge  it  wa^  impos- 
sible to  say  which  was  the  unreal 
sonable  party ;  but  if  it  could  be 
proved,  by  the  documents,  to  be 
the  enemy,  it  would  unite  the  hearts 
and  hands  of  the  people  in  this 
country. 

Lord  Bornngdon  did  not  at  all 
approve  the  motion,  which  tended 
to  depress  the  spirits  of  the  people ; 
nor  of  the  words  of  it,  which  re- 
sembled those  of  the  minutes  of  the 
executive  directory  more  than  the 
language  of  the  British  house  of 
peers. 

The  earl  of  Guildford  said,  that 
hfs  majesty's  ministers,  it  appeared^ 
persevered  in  their  resolution  not  to 
enter  up6n  sAiy  negociation  which 
should  not  make  the  restoration  of 
Belgium  a  sine  qua  non.  He  who, 
during  the  whole  course  of  the  war, 
had  questioned  their  sincerity  in  ne- 
gociating,  must  own  that  they  were 
consistent  in  acting  upon  the  ad« 
dress  of  December  :  since  they  had, 
by  that  method,  secured  themselves 
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from  the  means  of  attaining  peace, 
and  called  upon  the  house  to  dc* 
dare,  that  they  would  not  negociate 
for  any  that  they  were  likely  to 
obtain. 

.  The  earl  of  Spencer  ridiculed 
the  idea,  that  ministers  were  not 
sincere  in  their  professed  wishes  for 
peace.  A  reference  to  the  papers 
would  shew  that  the  proposals  were 
not  given  as  an  ulttmatum.  The 
adoption  of  the  motion,  instead  of 
accelerating  peace,  would  relard  it : 
as  it  would  prove  to  France,  and  to 
Europe,  that  we  were  willing  to 
make  peace  on  any  terms. 

The  earl  of  Guildford  replied, 
that  lord  Malme&bury,  though  he 
jdesired  M.  de  la  Croix  to  suggest 
a  C9nire^prqJ0t,  had  expressly  made 
the  surrender  of  Belgium  a  sine  qiim 
non.  Now  if  he  understood  diplo- 
matic language,  a  sine  qua  non  was 
an  ulHmahiTm, 

The  duke  of  Bedford  also  ob- 
served, that  when  ministry,  through 
their  ambassador,  called  tor  a  con^ 
prttjet,  they  had,  at  the  same  time, 
expressly  declared,  that  the  surren- 
der of  Belgium  was  a  si»e  qua  non* 
But  what  demoostrated  the  insin- 
cerity of  ministers  was,'  their  not 
investing  their  ambassador  with  in- 
telKg^ble  powers.  He  was- inces- 
santly dispatching  couriers  for  in- 
structions. When  called  on  to  pre- 
sent his  terms,  he  had  none  to  of- 
fer ;  and,  at  lengthy  made  a  siwe  qiua 
non  of  a  matter  which  they  had 
previously  dcckwed  they  would  n<»t 
concede  m  a  principle.  Hie  duke 
believed,  bf  im  consfiienoe,*  that  the 
present  mini«tei-8  could  not  negoci- 
ate a  peace  on  so  good  teimsas 
other  persons  of  more  cr.pAqiiy,  and 
more  siiKxrity  and  truth,  would  he 
>b]e  to  obtai»i.  . 

The  t'iii  Hfi  Carlisle  lamented  tlic 


degeneracy  of  the  timeSf  v.hicli 
were  now  so  changed,  as  to  make  an 
address  of  gratitude  and  loyalty  a 
matter  of  charge  and  suspiciofv. 
When  he  was  youne,  no  time  was 
lofct  in  approaching  the  throne  with 
thanks.  He  protessed*  upon  his 
honour,  to  believe  that  ministers 
were  sincere  in  their  wishes  for 
peace :  nor  could  he  conceive  a  rem* 
son  fortbem  to  be  otherwise. 

The  marquis  of  Lansdowne  re- 
minded his  lordship,  that  h«  had 
himself  been  sent  on  an  embassy  of 
peace  to  America,  and  doubts  were 
entertained  to  this  day  of  the  sin- 
cerity of  their  mission. 

Lord  Grenville  did  not  know  in 
what  diplomatic  dictionary  the  noble 
lords  had  found  that  a  sine  ^'ua  mm 
was  synontmous  with  an  ylttmatum, 
A  sine  qua  mm  noeant  only  a  con- 
dition not  OQ  any  account  to  be 
given  up  or  departed  from*  An 
■ultimeUum,  the  last  aiki  besS  terms  of 
any  kind  that  would  be  offered. 
A  Tioble  duke  had  insinuated  now, 
as  he  had  ofteh  done  b^ore,  not  on- 
ly the  insiacerky  but  the  inoapacity 
of'  ministers,  for  their  situations. 
He  tlkaok<*l  God,  however,  that 
a  very  different  opinion  was  enter- 
tamed  of  has  majesty's  caafidential 
servants,  by  that  house,  with  the 
exception  of  four  or  five  lords,  as 
•well  as  by  more  than  three-fourths 
of  the  other  house*  The  yirtues, 
as  W9*U  as  taleiiSs,  of  the  pnsseot 
ministers  he  said,  were  kitewn  and 
acknowledged  by  the  whole  British 
nation  :  u«»r  could  the  people  of 
England  be  easily  induce^  to  think 
.^hat  the  most  proper  persons  to 
onake  peace  were  persons  agreeable 
to  the  enemy. 

The  marquis  of  I^n&d(C»wne  re- 
plied to  this,  that  the  men,  proper  to 
mak«  peace,   were  uot  »i  much  the 
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meo  that  the  e»emy  mieht  like,  as 
meo  die7  ooald  trust,  it  was  not 
favour  that  an  enemy  demanded, 
boc  candour  :  and  this  he  belteved, 
was  what  they  could  not  find  in  the 
prrseot  ministen  of  England. 

The  earl  of  Coventry  declared, 
that  he  could  not  hot  stUl  consider 
England  as  undoiie,  if  she  agreed  to 
the  surrender  of  Belgium.* 

On  a  division  of  the  house,  the 
earl  of  Oxford's  motion  was  reject- 
ed  by  52  against  l(k 

It  is  highly  worthy  of  observation, 
as  truly  ^racteristic  of  the  selfish- 
ness of  men,  and  especially  of  sove- 
reign powers,  that,  in  this  ne^^ocia- 
'ioD,  the  ostensible  source  of  the 
war,  the  tsterests  of  the  injured 
parties  in  France,  the  blood  royal, 
the  nobles,  and  the  clergy,  were,  if 
mentioned  at  all,  only  glanced  at  in 
an  ioditect  and  indiiierent  manner. 
Nor  was  much  greater  rrgard  paid> 
on  either  side^  lo  the  intercBts  or 
wishes  of  the  French  and  English 
nations  at  larg^.  It  plainly  appeared, 
from  the  published  correspondence, 
between  the  itegociating  parties, 
that  BotwithstanUing  their  profes- 
sions of  a  wish  for  peace,  the  nKwt 
guarded  precaution*  were  practised 
by  both  sides,  not  to  cede  or  yirld 
^y  portion  of  teri^tory  ojion  which 
peace.could  ^  estaNi/iihed  between 
tbetwo countries.  Though  a  i^alp»- 
triot,  statesnKin,  ori^ing,  may  some- 
times arise  for  ibe  consolation  of  the 
human  race,  it  :i  in  The  nature 
<>t  ail  vovemments  and  g«'j(veri)()rb 
to  be  more  solicitous  about  (heir 
own  tnierests,  as  contra-distin- 
guished from  those  of  the  governed, 
than  of  tlve  wider  circle  of  their 
countrymen,  and  of  hunian  nature. 
£ut  although  goveriimeuts,  like  all 


bodies,  arechieAy  interested  in  the 
preservation  and  extension  of  tlietr 
ownr  power,  although  they  be  often, 
not  tosay  for  themo<»t  part,  scanda* 
lously  indiiTerrnt  to  the  good  of  the 
commanities,  over  whom,   in  the 
course  of  Providence,  they  are  pla- 
ced, it  is  not  tnie,  conversely,  that 
all  that  is  in  opposition  to  govern* 
ment,  is  patriotic,  humane,  and  jusL 
Those  inconsistencies  and  tergiver^ 
sations  in  public,  and  that  laxity  of 
morals   in  private  lite,  which  had 
marked  the  characterR  of  not  a  few 
of  the  members  of  parliaroetic  in  op* 
position  to  the  British  administra* 
tion,  together  witli  a  flagrant  desire 
of  power,  manifested  in  a  constant 
endeavour  to  thwart  the  minister  ia 
every  measuir,  impartant  or  trivial, 
right  or  wmn^ :    these  vices  and 
gffollies,  in  certain  individuals,  diflfa* 
sing,  t>y  the  association  of  ideas,  a 
6U<;ptciotts  air,  over  even  a  con- 
stant adherence  to  pure  principles, 
brought  a  general  dtscredit  and  dis^ 
grace  on  the  whole  of  what  wa«  for- 
merly, and  by  some  is  still,  called, 
tlie  whig  party.    A  party  was  gra* 
dually  formed  in  fhe  nation,  suspi- 
cious of  both  our  tirinisrerial  and 
antiminiiitei'ial  Mictions.     And  this 
pari}-,  which  Ojipeared  to  b«  dnily  in- 
creasing, encour&gi'd  <i  smnil  pha- 
lanx in  the  hoQ«?c  ol'  commons,   to 
present  ihemfrfveft  as  a  rallyiitg  post 
for  all  wix)  were  aninnaied  with  a 
tMicerc  and  disinteresw<l  dcsir«  of 
peace,   an:l  the  pros|ierriy  of  tlie 
country.  Tliey disavowed  all  nnimo* 
sity  and  rivatitv  towards  either  of 
the  two  grea:    piwtic-i,  into  which 
thelegislatorewasdivided.  They  re- 
coninKsnded    unanimity  at    home, 
andmo'ltTatio»i>  jus',  ice,  and  the  en-  ^ 
larged  viewsof  a  humane  philosophy 


There  is  an  arnbtgtxity  in  Ais  motte  of  expression  ;  as  the  French  were  in  actual 
PJ^MOMon.  Bttt  his  lordship**  meaning  i^,  clearly  determined  by  his  apprehensions  for 
ttic»fciy  of  England.  r  o  /  7         ri- 
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In  our  rcgociations  with  our  foreign 
cnem'ea.  From  this  elevated  and 
dignified  ground  they  looked  around 
them,  to  see  whether  thefe  yet  re- 
mained any  means,  by  which  the 
iiegociation,  so  abniptly  broken  off, 
niiglit  not  be  renewed.  They  were 
inclined  to  think  that  a  temperate 
and  cool  reconsideration  of  the  pro- 
positions tendered  by  lord  Malmes- 
bury,  and  rejected  by  De  la  Croix, 
would  tend  to  a  salutary  purpose, 
and  that  it  was  possible  for  parlia- 
ment, without  violation  or  diminu- 
tion of  its  dignity,  to  adopt  some 
resolutions,  which,  while  they 
.strenghtened  the  executive  govern- 
ment, might  be  conciliatory  in  their 
nature,  and  pacific  in  their  effect. 

Previously  to  any  trial  of  strength 
in  parliament,  the  neutralists  were 
at  pains  to  explain  and  disseminate, 
their  principles,  both  in  conversa- 
tion, and  by  means  of  the  press. 
The  leading  features  of  their  plan 
for  peace,  weie,  piolitical  safety  on 
both  sides,  and  the  security  of  pri- 
vate property.  "  The  liberty  of 
the  nation,  Uk^  that  of  an  individual^ 
it  was  said,  as  defined  by  Montes- 
quieu, is  the  right  of  doing  every 
thing  that  the  law  of  nations  per- 
mits.  If  one  nation  could  do  what 
that  law  forbids,  it  would  no  longer 
possesii  liberty,  because  the  other 
nations  would,  in  hke  manner,  pos- 
sess this  power.  The  rights  of  all 
pations,  dependent  and  reclproculi 
equally  demand  in  each  the  pro- 
tection of  property:  property, 
which,  by  its  numerous  relations, 
pnd  the  circumstances  of  its  pro- 
fluction,  constitutes  the  bond  of 
civil  society,  and  the  existence  of 
public  credit.  This  universal  bank- 
er is  equally  necessary  to  the  in- 
dustrious poor,  who  leave  their 
sco^c  with  the  bakerSj,  to  ministers, 


who  borrow  millions,  and  to  nation* 
who  exchange  their  productions." 

"  Bat  where  are  we  to  find  a  law, 
by  which  the  rights  of  na  Jotls  are 
to  be  maintained  and  realized  ?  The 
inviolability  of  property  and  public 
credit  constitutrs  the  wisdom,  and 
forms  the  best  end  of  human  policj. 
And  it  is  this  basis  of  universal  uti- 
lity, that  forms  the  moet  solid 
foundation  of  the  law  of  nations. 

"  How  was  this  great  politicnl 
truth  to  be  exemplified,  and  forced 
at  once  on  the  com|;rchensioD8  and 
adoption  of  mankind  ?  By  the  ex- 
plosion and  the  consequences  of  the 
French  revolution.  It  was  in  vain 
that  the  people  of  France  were  re- 
presented by  universal,  or  even  nu- 
merical, suffrage.  That  represen- 
tation, instead  of  respecting  the 
laws  of  propei'ty^  and  maintaining 
public  credit,  violated  and  nsversed 
its  whole  system.  Adopting  spolia- 
tion for  plunder,  they  cre«<tcd  the 
assignais,  which  consumed  the  fi- 
nances, of  Europe.  They  maintain- 
ed the  war  of  France,  till  she  con- 
quered, and  subsisted  by  ibreign 
spoil.  Englan d,  to  meet  t  he  war  of 
assignats,  drew  upon  the  finances  of 
posterity.  This  country  and  France 
have  reversely  consumed  their  capi- 
tal of  the  present,  and  tba'^  of  iu^ 
ture  generations.  Now  France  is 
beginning  to  draw  upon  posterity, 
and  England  to  consume  her  capi- 
tal of  the  day.  But  they  have  both 
to  learn,  that  thi-y  have  but  one  ca- 
pital, namely,  the  produce  of  in- 
dustiy,  and'  the  soil  for  the  support 
ot*  life.  Italy,  Spain,  Germany, 
Holland,  America,  and  all  the  nor- 
thern states  are,  .eventually,  swffcr- 
crs  in  this  great  convulsion.  Beside 
tlie  ravages  of  war,  the  usual  pro- 
ductions of  England  and  Fra^ice 
piufit  cost  th?m  dearer,  llie  spirit  ot 
^nsub- 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


HISTORY    OF    EUROPE.      [167 


insubordination  is  pro^cssive,  and 
the  rulers  of  France  hare  cfonverted 
it  into  an  instrument  of  conquest. 
How  is  the  storm  to  be  laid,  and 
the  revolution  turned  even  to  good  ? 
By  convincing  nations  that  they 
have,  in  realft>',  but  ,one  general  in- 
temt,  which  has  been  sacrificed  in 
the  general  destruction  :  that,  in  or- 
d.r  to  prevent  similar  explosions  in 
any  one  of  them  in  future,  thry 
ought  to  rraintai'n  the  inviolability 
of  property  and  .public  credit ;  and 
that  the  permanent  interests  of  every 
state  dej^end  on  the  gcnerjil  stock, 
and  not  upon  a  momentary  sujx^ri- 
crirj-,  or  the  little  profits  of  a  nar- 
row rivallty/'* 

Since  the  aera  of  the  constitution 
of  1795,  it  was  farther  urged,  and 
the  efficacious    measures   adopted 
lor  the  suppression  of  anarchy,  and 
the  protection  of  persons  ahd  proper- 
ty, there  cannot  reasonably  exist  any 
difficulty  relative  to  the  form  of  go- 
^ernmentof  the  two  nations,  the  one 
and  the  other  of  which  have  founded 
tb:ir  political  safety  upon  the  same 
basis  :    (axes   established   through 
a  constitutional  representation.     If 
those  who  govern  the  French   re- 
public be  disposed  to  propositions 
of  peace,  in  the  spirit  of  philan- 
thropy, and  on  the  ground  of  mu- 
tual interest,  the  dispute,  from  that 
raomcnt,  will  become  a  generous 
cmnlation  in  favour  of  the  rights 
of  humanity. — Commerce  and  agri- 
culture will  re-establish  the  bonds 
of  reciprocal  advantage:  funds  will 
be  set  apart  for  the  relief  of  those 
"n'ho  have  served,  or  suftbred,  during 
the  war:  and  a  coni;Jction  will  be 
formed   between    the .  public  cre- 
ditor, the  landed   proprietor,  and 
tlie  iiidustrious  manufacturer,  which 


will  compel  them  to  support  the 
tranquillity  of  their  coniitrj-,  both 
external  and  intenrJ.  By  a  co^l:  i- 
tion  of  arms,  said  the  patrons  of 
th?se  generous  docirincs  ;  by  the 
display  of  a  sincere  and  ardent  de- 
sire of- good  neighbourhood,  and 
justice  and  good-will  to  all  nations, 
let  ns  soothe,  soften,  and  harmonise, 
the  minds  of  Frenchmen  into  the 
same  tone  in  which  tliey  were  in 
the  first  stajje  i*f  the  rovolutiou  : 
when  they  uhnndoncd  the  glory  of 
conquest  for  tiie  subllmer  praise  of 
a  fr.'e  constitution,  to  be  framed,  in 
all  its  relations,  on  the  ground  of 
morality.  — "  The  friend  of  man- 
kind, loosening  from  the  shore,  on* 
an  element,  free  and  open,  by  na- 
ture, to  all  nations,  and  indulging 
sentiments  which  such  a  situation 
naturally  inspires,  casis  his  eyes  on 
the  one  side  to  the  cliffs  of  Dover, 
on  the  other  to  those  of  Calais,  dis- 
joined, like  the  Frenfrh  and  English 
nations,  from  one  another,  though, 
like  them,  fundamentally  the  same, 
yet  each  retaining  itsjposition  in 
pejce.  The  soils  of  rrance  and 
England  are  not  at  war  with  each. 
other:  nor  the  plants  ;  nor  the  ani- 
mals ;  nor  the  harmlcfs  peasants  ; 
nor  the  labouring  poor,  of  any  class; 
nor  the  commercial  men,  whose  in- 
terests, rightly  understood,  are  the 
same ;  nor,  in  general,  tlie  great 
body  of  th^  French  and  Eiiglish.— 
Whence,  then,  the  discord  and  oin 
of  arms  ?  From  the  narrow  ambi- 
tion of  a  few  individuals,  who,  from 
blind  passion,  or  sordid  avarice,  sa- 
crifice, to  their  s;iti:h  viev/s,  the 
good  of  their  co'.i.itry.  Is  it  not 
p9ssible  to  animate,  by  the  biq;ath 
of  unbounded,  philanthropy,  som- 
patriots  of  expanded  souls  ir.  bot^ 


•  §cc  Correspondence  between  a  Tiaveller  and  a  Minister  of  Siatc. 
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nationsy  who  may  rise  superior  to 
such  cruel  as  well  as  contracted 
considerations,  and  controul  the  an)- 
bit  ion  of  courts,  by  the  nobler  am- 
bition of  promoting  the  welfare  of 
nations  ?  In  such  hands  might  it  not 
be  expected,  that  a  ne?ociation  for 
peace  might  not  yet  be  m  vain."* 

Such  were  tne  principles  of  a 
party  which  was  formed,  or  form- 
ing, at  this  time,  not  only  in  the 
British  parliament  and  nation,  but 
in  France,  Germany,  and  other  par(s 
of  Europe.  They  did  not  advise 
to  tjirow  away  the  arms  of  terror  ; 
but,  on  the  contrar}^  through  mili- 
tary preparation,  on  a  ^rand  scale,f 
to  prevent  the  necessity  of  using 
them,  in  imitation  of  divine  good- 
ness, which  "  bends  the  bow  tliat 
it  may  not  shoot,  and  whets  the 
sword  that  it  may  not  strike.*' J 

We  caAnot  but  express  our  cp- 
txre  approbation  of  the  sentiments 
professed  by  these  philanthropists.* 
Their  design  was  great  anfl  good, 
and  undoubtedly  capable  of  embel- 
lishment from  poetical  fancy,  as  well  " 
as  of  support  from  the  pix>foundest 
▼icws  of  political  economy  ;  of  both 
of  which  the  publication  just  quoted 
affords  no  mean  specimens.  It  was 
thus  that  Plato  called  in  the  aid  of 
music,  and  other  arts,  to  harmonize 
the  discordant  passions  of  men,  by 
an  appeal  to  the  tenderest  affections, 
and  noblest  principles^  of  human  na- 
ture. Though  we  entirely  agree 
with  our  philosophers,  that  tne  crisis 
to  which  Britam,  with  the  whole 
circle  of  civilization,  vrzs  brought, 
in  1797^  was  not  a  time  for  devotion 
to  any  party ;  and  farther,  that  we 


know  not  any  party  whose  conduct 
is  not  more  or  less  marked  by  folly, 
and  whose  patriotism  is  not  more  or 
lessjustly  subjected  to  suspicion :  yet, 
in  the  present  selfish  and  luxurious 
age,  when  the  profession  of  disinte- 
rested virtue  is  so  generally  discre- 
dited, and  even  the  possession  of 
it  almost  considered  as  a  weakness, 
their  {iroicct  was,  in  truth,  rather 
chimerical.  That  there  sliouid  be 
so  much  wisdom  and  virtue  in  the 
nation,  9s  to  emancipate  public  af- 
fairs from  the  trammels  of  self-in* 
terest,  factious  combination,  and 
private  ambition,  and  place  them 
m  the  best  hands,  brought  together 
from  all  quarters,  and  united  in  pa- 
triotic and  prudent  plans  of  ad- 
ministration^ was  a  thing  scarcely 
to  be  expected.  At  the  same 
time,  it  must  be  admitted,  that  to 
hold  up  to  the  view  of  the  world, 
a  plan  so  humane  and  so  fair,  has  a 
tendency  to  soften  the  asperities  of 
faction,  as  weU  as  of  national  an- 
tijpathy,  and  to  prepare  the  minds 
of  men  aud  nations  for  the  volun- 
tary adoption  of  measures  that  must 
ultimately  be  obtruded  by  direful 
necessity.  But,  whatever  naay  be 
thought  of  this  project,  it  was  in- 
troduced into  th6  house  of  commons, 
with  singular  propriety,  bv 

Mr.  George  Augustus  t^olleft,  a 
young  gentleman  of  a  fortune  de- 
cently independent  J  of  manners  irre- 
proachable, good  parts,  and  pure 
from  all  political  intrigues  aud  fac- 
tions. Mr  .Pollen,  on  the  tenth  of 
April,  introduced  a  motion  for  a 
farther  atten)pt  towards  paci/ica- 
tioxi|  by  a  speech  of  a  conciliator)- 


•  Thoughts  on  the  late  negpciation  for  peace.  , 

f  An  union  of  force  and  finance  throughout  Christendom  against  anarchy,  as  for- 
merly ffgainsif  the  TQfks. 
i  A  maxim,  or  pmyeih>  in  the  ordinances  of  the  Hindoo  legislator,  Menu. 
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nature;    recommending  unanimity 
at  home,  and  such  terms  a^  might 
belikelv  to  gain  over  to  the  side  of 
p«icc  the  enemy,   with  whom  we 
were  engaged  iu  so  cmel  a  contest. 
AFcera  modest  exordium,  beseeming 
a  young  man,  and  a  young  mem* 
ber  of  parliament,  Mr.  Polkn  said, 
when  he  looked  at  the  other  (the 
opposition)   tide  of  the  house  he 
could  not  with-hold  his  admiration, 
from  the  talents  of  which  many  who 
sat  upon  it  were  possessed }  but  he 
regretted  extremely  that  they  were- 
50  often  employed  for  the  purposes 
of  self-interest,  and  that  the  good  of 
the  public  was  so  frequently  sacri- 
ficed to  the  illiberality  of  party- 
spirit.    The  consequence  was,  that 
the  debates  were  conducted  with 
so  much  acrimony,  ani  intermingled 
with  so  mnch  personal  invective, 
that  even   the  speaker  must  have 
found  it  djfficultto  pursue  the  thread 
of  the  argument,  and  to  preserve 
order  and  decorum  in  their  proceed- 
ings.    It  was  not  for  the  empty 
hand  to  blame  the  prodigality  of  the 
full  one,  or  for  the  perron  sitting 
»fe  upon  the   top  ot  a  rock,  and 
viewing  the  ship  tossed  by  tbe  winds 
and  the  waves,  rashly   to  censure 
the  conduct  of  the  pilot.     It  was 
10  be  recoIlect*d,  that  though  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr. 
Pitt)  bad  sitten  at  the  helm^  while 
the  vessel  of  the  state  was  exposed 
to  norms  and  tempests,  and  though 
the  ship  had  sustained  considerable 
damage,  from  the  accidents  which 
had  befallen  it,  the  pilot,  perhaps, 
nught  not  be  to  blame,  and  that, 
had  it  been  in  other  hands>  instead* 
of  being  shattered,  it  might  have 
been  Sunk.   Instead  of  lodulginff  in 
i<ile  cooiplaints,  or  peevish  invecti  «e^ 
he  thought,  that,  at  the  present 
triais^every  hand  ought  to  be  activt 


in  the  service  of  tbe  country^ 
and  every  heart  should  glow  with 
an  ardent  desire  to  extricate  it 
from  its  present  embarrassments* 
Having  said  this  much  in  f^eneral, 
he  proceeded  to  state  the  situation 
in  which  the  country  was  placed. 
Havinfr  commenced  the  war  m  con* 
cert  with  several  of  the  most  re* 
spectable  and  powerful  nations  in 
£urope,  we  were  deserted  by  al- 
most all  our  former  fnends,  and  had 
now  to  contend  against  some  who 
were  at  one  time  our  allies.  Instead 
of  carrying  our  arms  to  the  enemT*t 
door,  we  were  in  daily  terror  ot  a 
hostile  invasion ;  instead  oi  calcu* 
lating  upon  the  ruin  of  the  inancea 
of  our  adversaries,  and  exhausting 
their  resources,  our  whole  attention 
was  confined  to  the  restoration  of 
our  own  credit,  and  the  salvation 
of  our  own  independence.  He  was 
convinced,  that  the  people  of 
France  were  as  earnest  in  their 
wishes  for  peace,  as  the  people  of 
Great  Britain.  It  might  be  asked, 
perhaps,  that,  if  they  were  so  de- 
sirous for  the  termination  of  hosti- 
lities, why  did  the/not  carry  their 
complaints  to  the  bar  of  the  direc- 
tory, and  demand  redress?  To 
this  he  would  reply*  that  they  were 
taught  to  consider  the  ambition  of 
England  as  the  sole  cause  to  which 
the  prolongatiott  of  tbe  war  was 
to  be  ascribed,  and,  that  it  was  to 
her  thirst  for  aggrandisement  the 
happiness  of  £urope  was  sacrificed. 
And,  if  this  was  the  case,  would  a 
British  house  of  commoos  perosit 
that  £ngland>  the  pannt  of  com* 
mettle;  Engbnd,  th^  source  of 
every  proud  and  every  generous 
feeling,  and  the  bright  example  of 
regular  governmeut  and  salutary 
regulation,  should  be  branded  as 
the  intettstcd  nuthot  of  ril  the 
cal^ties 
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calamitfes  which  are  at  present 
abroad-  in  the  world  ?  He  trust- 
ed, that,  on  the  contrary,  Enj- 
hind  would  be  made  to  vindicate 
her  character  in  the  face  of  Europe, 
and  that  it  would  be  shewn  to  the 
present  and  to  the  future  ajre,  that 
fhe  aspersion,  in  this  instance,  is  as 
tmtrne  as  it  is  contradictoey  to  her 
past  history;  and  that  even  her 
enemies  will  be  taught  to  look  to 
her  as  the  source  or  their  advan- 
tiigcs.  But  it  was  not  merely  our 
character,  but  our  interests  which 
were  at  stake.  Public  credit  was 
shaken  to  its  very  foundation,  and' 
peace  alone  could  restore  it.  It 
irii;Tht  be  said,  that  the  French  na- 
tion were  not  sufficiently  tranquil- 
lized, and  that  their  government 
^Tis  not  possessed  of  stabuity  enough 
to  insure  the  blessings  of  a  perma- 
nent peace.  •  Hip  majesty  had  de- 
clared it  to  be  capable  of  main-' 
tarning  the  relations  of  peace  and 
amity  -,  and  if  there  were  any  who ' 
could  not  adopt  this  opinion,. he 
would' ask,  if  they  wished  to  perse- 
vere in  the  contest  either  till  the 
present  government  of  Francb  was 
completely  consolidated,  or  till  a 
Fy-stem,  in  V^hich  they  could  repose 
'greater  confidence,  was  established 
upon  itr  overthrow?.  He  advised 


gentlemen  to  read  the  debates  in  the 
council  of  five  hundred,  and  to 
learn  moderation  from  the  speeches 
of  Dumas  and  Dumolard.  As  a 
specimen  of  the  just  and  proper  no- 
tions, which  obtained  in  that  assem- 
bly, he  referred  to  the  messa;^e, 
which  was  lately  sent  to  the  direc- 
tor}', demanding,  of  that  body,  an 
explanation  of  what  they  called  an 
inccndiai-y  debarkation  of  j/nsoncrs 
upon  our  coasts  ;  a  measure  which 
they  justly  reprobated  as  inconsistent 
with  the  laws  of  war.  And,  if  these 
were  the  sentiments  of  moderation  ' 
and  justice,  by  which  a  French  as- 
sembly was  guided,  would  thehouse 
of  commons  of  Great  Britain  be  less 
inclined  to  the  exercise  of  these 
dispontions  ?'Hetrui.ted  not." 

Mr.  Pollen  proceeded  to  read  an 
abstract,  from  a  paper,  contained  iu 
the  Redacteur,  of  December,  17.99, 
which  he  considered  as  the  official 
sentiments  of  the  French  directory, 
on  the  late  nogociation  for  peace  ; 
the  'arguments  contained  in  which, 
tended  to  prove,  on  one  hand,  the 
insincentyand  ambition  of  England 
in  the  late  negociation  ;  and, on  the 
other,  to  prove  how  sincerely  de- 
sirous the  directory  were  jof  peace, 
on  moderate  terms.*  Mr.  Polltii, 
after  reading  this  pa]pci',  observed. 


»  Taken  from  the  Ifcdactiur,  Dec.  14,  I7p6,  three  days  after  lord  Malmcsbury^s 
fkf  artare  from  Paris. 

"  'J'he  directory  sets  out  with  asserting  positively,  that  the  war  has  been,  on  their 
part,  a  defensive,  and  not  an  ofiexisivc  one  ;  and  that  peace  is  the  only  object  of  their 
vows  and  wishes. 

'«  In  enumerating  the  Strong  reasons  they  had  for  suspecting  tlie  sincerity  of  lord 
Malmcsbury's mission r  they  particularly  specify  the  perfidy  of  England,  in  exerting  and 
Mipporting  interior  troubles,  both  in  La  Vendee  and  elsewhere.  They  mention  like- 
wise the  forgery  and  fabrication  of  foiscassignits,  the  studied  slowness  and  want  of  con> 
ciliation,  as  well  as  of  candour  ajid  openness,  in  the  mode  adopted  by  lord  Malnicsbury, 
ft«r  commencing  a  treaty ;  his  want  of  authority  on  one  hand,  from  any  of  the  powers 
lilted  with  Great  Britain,  while,  oh  the  oth^  hand,  he  riffected  to  include,  not  only 
Austria,  but  even  Russia,  among  the  parties  to  be  consulted.  It  migbt,  therefore,  they* 
s^y,  be  necessary  to  send  couriers  as  far  as  to  St.  Petersburgh,  which,  at  that  season  of 
i^c  ^^car,  could  not  be  accomplished,  with  the  answv'rs  fctvirncd,  in  less  than  five 
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thai,  cither   the  allegations  con*  be,  topubli.«h  acocntcr-dedaration, 

ta'ned  in  it  were  fouodcd  on  fact,  stating   the  gi  oimds  on  whidi  the 

nrlaUe.    If  founded  on  fact,  then,  war  was  Carried  on.      He  called 

the  uegociation  ought  to  be  resu-  upon  thesideof  the  house,  on  which 

iDcd  on  fair  and  candid  priacipies  :  he  sat,  to  defend  their  conduct,  nnd 

but,  if  false,   the  best  mode   of  the  principles  on  which  ihey  acted, 

displaying  the  justice  of  the  Eng-  by  shewing  to  the  public,    that  it- 

iish  government,  to  Europe  and  the  was  not  the  inclination  o*'  the  mi- 

woriij,  and  of  exposing  the  unjust  nister,  but  the  interest  of  the  nation 

pretensions  of  the  cnctny,  would  that  they  consulted.     He  called  oa 

^ecks.  That  lord  Malmesbury  only  proposed  a  vague  principle,  of  compensation, 
witl.aat  any  specific  articles  of  reciprocai  restitution,  while  their  spccitic  demands  he 
only  answered  by  ingenious  evasion.  They  then  eniimc'ratc  the  delays  of  messengers,^ 
«n<ia  prirate  secretary  sent  to  London.  The  w'ant  of  ?i:;naturc  to  two  memorials,  sent" 
m  by  lord  Ma)mc$bury;  and,  at  length,  when  the  vltimclum  was  demanded  i^erennp- 
t^rily,  what  docs  it  contain  ?  The  first  memorial  demands, 

1st.  Resdtmion  to  the  emperor  of  all  his  territories,  without  exception,  as  he  held 
ihenj  before  the  war  ;  consequently  the  restitution  of  Belgium. 

5d.  The  total  annihilation  of  every  treaty  made  by  France  with  the  princes  of  the 
Gcmian empire,  as  being  fundamentally  inadmissible,  and  contrary  to  the  Jus  Publicum 
hpaii,  which  makes  it  impossible  to  treat  with  any,  excepting  the  bead  of  the  Germair 
fmpire.  This,  they  say,  would  annihilate  all  the  treaties  between  France  and  the 
cltaor  of  Hanover,  the  duke  of  Wirterabcrg  and  Brunswic,  the  landgrave  of  Hesse ; 
and  la-rily,  with  the  king  of  Prussia,  in  his  capacity  of  elcaor  of  Brandenburg 

3d.  The  complcat  evacuation  of  Italy,  including  Savoy  and  Nice.  ' 

4ib.  A  reservation  in  favour  of  Russia,  by  which  that'court  may  interfere  at  its  pica- 
sarc,  as  a  contiaciin^  party  for  wc  peace. 

5ih.  The  same  to  Portugal,  and  by  v/hich  likewise  France  is  to  be  precluded  from 
dmunding  a  sum  of  money  as  the  price  of  peace  from  that  court. 

6ih.  Great  Britain  contests  the  validity,  ofthecess-on  by  Spain,  to  the  republic,  of  the 
Spanish  part  of  St.  Domingo,  as  contrary' to  the  peace  of  Utrecht. 

7th.  The  restitution  of  the  property  of  the  emigrants  forfeted  or  soid  is  obscurely, 
thfy  say,  and.indircctly  demaoded,  though  in  language  and  terms  so  ingeniously  im- 
bipous  as  to  leave  matter  of  endless  discussion. 

What  is  the  second  memorial.'  For  Holland,  the.  British  ministry  demands  a  com- 
plete restoration  of  its  ancient  iorm  of  government ;  the  demolition  or  annihilation  of 
i\'i  ilie  treaties  between  Fiance  And  the  Batavian  republic  ;  lastly,  the  restoratton  oC 
tiie  stadtbolder  to  all  his  dignities^  ofHces,  and  posses- ions- 

And  what  does  England  oftier  as  the  price  of  so  many  conccssionr.,  rcstiiuticns,  and 
hurailiations,  on  the  part  of  France  }  The  restoration  to  Holland  of  all  her  colonics  ? 
Tbe  indemnity  to  the  Dutch  for  the  past  ? 

No!  •  • 

She  offers  only  a  partial  restitution  of  the  Dutch  colonies,  reserving  to  herself  tho 
Caf'CofGood  Hope,  and  Ceylon. 

Finally,  that  if  France  will  not  consent  to  annul  her  treaties,  made  with  thcBataviau 
republic,  she  is  in  that  case  to  make  overor  cede  to  the  emperor  all  Holland  has  ceded 
w  France  in  the  late  treaty  between  the  <wo  countries. 

The  directory  then  asks. 

Is  this  a  fay  treaty  f 

I)oes  it  not  demand  from  France,  the  entire  restitution  of  all  that  France  has  con- 
^\:ered during  the  war,  without  restoring  all  that  England  has  acquired  ?  '  ^ 

Docs  it  not  stipulate  by  induction,  and  by  infallible  though  indirect  and  ambiguoiis 
iRcans,  thcVciurn  of  the  emigrants,  the  restitution  of  their  estates,  the  destruction  of 
c-ui  Constitution  of  i^Od,  and  iiisure  a  counter-rev oluiioa  ^ 
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tbe  other  Bide  of  the  house,  not  to 
defend  the  minister,  hut  to  defend 
their  country :  and  be  called  upon 
both  sides  to  co-operate  in  deltver- 
ing  their  country  from  its  present 
difficulties,  and  to  act  in  such  a  way 
that  every  man  in  the  house  might 
be  able  to  say,  that,  he  had  done 
nothing  of  which  he  was  io  be 
tthami^.  He  then  moved,  ^Mhat 
a  humble  address  be  presented  to 
hn  majesty,  representing  to  his  ma« 
jcsty,  that,  upon  mature  delibera- 
tion, his  faithful  pommous  were  of 
opinion,  that  his  gracious  and  be- 
nign endeavours,  to  promote  the 
restoration  of  the  general  tran- 
quillity of  Europe,  had  failed  of  their 
i^fl^t,  either  from  misconception,  on 
the  part  of  the  French  goveounent, 
or  from  the  terms  proposed  having 
been  ill-explained  to  the  people  of 
that  country.  His  faithful  com- 
mons, therefore,  beseeched  his  ma* 
jesty  toadopt  such  measurei*  asmisht 
tend,  in  the  most  speedy  and  eft'ec- 
tual  manner,  to  remove  these  mis- 
conceptions, and  to  vindicate  tlie 
sincerity  of  his  desire,  for  the  r- 
cstablisbment  of  peace,  in  the  eyes 
of  Europe  and  ot  the  wprld." 

This  motion  was  seconded  by  sir 
John  Macpherson. 
-  Mr.  Pitt  was  of  opinion,  that  no 
practical  benefit  whatever  could 
arise  either  from  the  motion  itnelf, 
or  the  arguments  by  which  it  was 
iupported.  A  peace,  he  said,  did 
XK>t  depend  on  the  earnestness  of 
their  desires  to  obtain  it,  nor  on  any 
previous  declarations  of  that  house, 
which  were  rather  apt  to  frustrate 
than  accelerate  the  object  which 
they  solicited.  It  depended  on  the 
6ee,  but  reasonable  operations  of 
like  executive  government,  the  dis- 
portion  of  the  enemy,  and  tiie  ge^ 
aeral  posture  ofaffairs,  combined 


whh  various  othercircamstmces  too 
numerous  and  too  complex  to  be 
detailed.    The  honourable  gentSe- 
raan  alleges,  that  he  has  reason  to 
suppose,  thitsufiering  nsthc  French 
people  must  do  under  the  inevitable 
horrors  of  war,  ihcy  must  carDestly 
and  anxiously  desire  peace  f  an  J,  on 
that  ground,  he  assumes,  that,  a  pa- 
ragraph, which  appeared,  so  k>ngaa 
December  24,   in  a  French  paper, 
tending  to  shake  off" from  the  direc- 
tory tlie  odium  oT  the  breach  of  the 
late   negociation*  for   peace,    and 
throv  it  on  this  country,  mostbave 
been  an  official  manifesto,  and  pub- 
lished  by  special  authority.      He 
does  not  say,  that  he  is  perfectly 
satisfied  of  the  authenticity  of  th« 
statements  in  that  paper  i  but  he 
thinks  them  sufiiciently  authentic 
tor  calling  in  question  the  sincerity, 
of  the  executive  government  of  this 
country  in  the  late  negociistioo  ; 
and  he  faitbcr  thinks,  that  some- 
thing ought  immediately  to  be  at- 
tempted, ta  doaway  any  impression 
that  the  statements  in  that  paper 
might  have*  on  the  opinions  of  the 
•  people  of  FrAhce,  and'  of  Europe 
in  general.     But  it  would  be  sin- 
gular^ by  a  manifirsto,  to  refote  a 
declarafion  which  it  had  no  autho- 
rity to    consider   as   offici;il ;     to 
expose  the  ^riti^-h  nation  to  a  fresh 
imult,  aivJ  to  encourage  the  enemy 
to  defeat  the  very  practical  measures 
which  it  had  adopted  for  the  resto- 
ration of  tranquillity.      It  would 
appear,  on  iiKjuiry,  that  ministers 
had  not  only  performed  t!ie  whole 
of  what  Mr.  Pollen's  motion  pro- 
posed,  but  even  gone  beyond  the 
direct  terms  of  it.    There  might  be 
a  chance,  he  said,  for  making  over- 
tures of  peace,  which  the  executive 
go>'cnunent  only>now  how  tocotne 
at.     Break,  down  that  paling,   by 
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40  imprudent  and  hasty  step,  and 
that  chance  is  utterly  lost.  He 
could  cot  at  present  enter  into 
a  detail  of  particulars.  He  had  no 
hc$rtation»  however,  in  declarinjr, 
tliat  the  disposition  of  his  majesty's 
ministers  went  beyond  the  purpose 
of  the  motion  before  them  ;  and, 
that  in  consequence  of  dispatches 
received  from  his  Imperial  majesty, 
who  had  refused  to  negociate  for 
peace,  but  in  oomunction  with 
Great  BritaiB,  a  confidential  person 
was  to  be  sent*  from  this  country  to 
Vienna^wirik  instructions  to  enable 
the  emperor  to  conduct  farther  ne- 
gociationsj  in  conceit  with  his  al- 
lies. He»  therefore,  hoped  that 
Mr.  Pollen  vonid  withdnkw  his 
motion,  rather  than  peraevere  in  a' 
measure  which  would  tend  to  defeat 
the  end  which  it  proposed* 

Colonel  Porter  disavowed  aU 
coufide ace  La  ministers.  The  chao* 
cellor  of  the  exch^ auer  had  come 
to  the  house  with  a  nourishing  de- 
scription of  the  state  of  the  finances; 
and  in  a  few  weeks  thereafter,  we 
were  found  to-be  in  a  situation  tittk 
short  of  baakxuptcy.  At  all  events, 
the  present  motion  could  do  no 
harm";  it  st&ould,  therefore,  have 
his  support. 

Mr.  Addington  had  flattered  him* 
seU  that,  after  what  had  passed,  Mr« 
Pollen  would  have  withdrawn  hia 
motion.  This  motion,  he  observed, 
^'u  founded  on  two  grounds,  stated 
in  a  French  paper :  tkat^  the  origin 
of  the  war,  which  was  attributed  to 
the  British  ministry ;  secondly,  the 
iusiaoerity  of  the  British  govern* 
nent  in-  ita  'overtures  for 'peace. 
He  made  a  variety  of  observations, 
tending  to  shew,  that  ministers  were 
dragged  into  the  war  against  their 
v^Us ;  and,  also,  that  they  had  not 
neglectedaoy feasible  opportunities 


or  means  of  pacificatiotu  If  we 
were  to  make  any  application  fior 
peace*  he  said,  in  our  present  cir* 
cumstances,  the  enemy  noight  sup* 
pose,  that  we  were  dnven  to  it  by 
the  recent  occurrences  at  the  bank« 
It  had  been  asked,  what  had  been 
gained  by  the  w^r  I  This  vtm  an 
improper  question,  as  it  was  a  war 
of  defence:  but,  we  had  retained 
our  character,  atchieved  great  con-< 
^quests,  and  made  a  discovery  «C 
easy  means  of  preserving  intemdl 
tranquillity.  We  had  nearly  de- 
stroyed the  marine  of  France,  and 
given  a  severe  blow  to  that  of 
Spain.  We  had,  in  a  grr-it  degree^ 
qaashed  those  dangeruus  princi« 
pics  that  were  abroad,  and  secu]«4 
our  honour,  our  liberty,  and,  he 
trusted,  our  constitution.  These 
were  some  of  the  advantages  we  . 
had  gained  by  the  war :  and,  om 
these  grounds,  he  would  voteagainst 
the  motion,  and  move  the  order  «C 
the  day. 

Mr.  Fox  thought,  as  he  knew  tht 
country  also  thought,  that  peac^ 
was  the  only  means  of  aveiting  our 
impending  ruin,  Eut  what  does 
the  minister,  who  has  had  so  large 
n  share  in  producing  your  present 
calamities,  propose  to  you  to-night? 
That  you  should  still  repose  your 
confidence  in  him  :  still  confide  is 
those  councils  which  have  been  s« 
fatal.  It  seemed,  Mr.  Hammond* 
of  whose  abilities  he  had  no  doubt* 
was  K^ng  to  Vienna,  and,  on  thiii, 
the  minister  expected  them  to  stop 
at  once,  in  tht*  perform'ance«of  tiheiF 
duty.  We  are  now  to  nesociate* 
«uy6  the  miui:.ter,  iu  conjunction  with 
the  emperor,  a  iiii  Buonaparte  is  to  be 
negocialo:-  foi  peace  with  ps  both. 
Do  not  put  me  under  difficuliies,  by 
your untinaely  interference.  Tothvt, 
as  a  ;gent:al  priocipl?,  Mr*  F^^ 
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bad  no  difficulty  in  a8senting,thonjrh 
perhaps  he  would  not  agree  with 
the  minister  as  to   the  extent  to 
which  that  principle  might  be  car* 
ried.     Tlie    present  question  was 
not,  whetlwr  any  minir.teh,  under 
miy  circumstances,  should  have  the 
confidence  of  the  house,  during  a 
negociation,  but  whether  th^  pre- 
sent minir.ter,    umler   the  present 
circnmstances,  should  possess  that 
confidence  ?    A  motion   was  made 
for  ptface,  by  an  honourable  gentle- 
man (Mr.  Wilberforce)  two  years 
ago.  What  was  the  language  then  ? 
**  Do  not  vote  for  this  proposition, 
but  tnist  in  me."     He  prevailed 
with  this  house  to  do  then  what  he 
iwks  you  to  do  now  ;  to  confide  in 
fiis  sincerity.     After  a  considerable 
feps6  of  time,  a  negociation  was  at 
last  attempted,  through  the  medium 
t)f  Mr.  Wickham,  and  afterwards 
carried  on  by  the  embassy  of  lord 
Malmesbury.  This  negociation  be- 
came a  subject  of  discussion  in  this 
bouse,  which  was  told,  after  every 
means  had  been  made  Ui$e  of  to 
evade  all  measures  that  could  lead 
toany  serious  negociation,  that  there 
was    not    a  heart  in  England   so 
•*  profligate  as  to  wish',  not  a  hand 
Fo  dastardly  as  to  sign,  nor  a  man  to 
be  found  so  degenerate,  as  to  be  the 
courier  of  a  commission  to  be  sent 
to  France,  to  stipulate  for  peace.** 
We  have  tried  our  executive  go- 
vernment enough,  said  Mr,  Fox,  to 
be  confident  we  can  do  no  good  to 
our  country,  by  tfying  such  means 
any  longer.     Let  us  now  try  means 
that  we  have  not  tried.  My  opinion 
is,  that,  let  who  will  be  the  negocl- 
atore  for  peace,  certainly,  still  more 
if  the  present  ministers  an»  to  be 
the  negociators,  the  chance  of  ob- 
taining it  will  be  infinitely  increased* 
.  if  pavliameol  should  give  that  Mgo- 


ciation  the  sanction  of   its   vote* 
But  it  seems  the  French  will  be  en- 
couraged if  this  house  should  in- 
terfere and  dictate  to  the  executive 
government.  Will  they  really  think 
worse  of  your  energy,  if  they  find 
that  you  are  determined  to  take  your 
own  affairs  into  your  t^wn  hands, 
instead  of  confiding  to  the  prescn: 
ministers  ?  Will  they  really  expect 
to  make  better  terms  of  peace  with 
the  people  of  England,  speakirtg  to 
them  through  the  medium  of  re^^re- 
scntatives,  than   with  the  present 
executive  government  ?  Do  they  ex- 
pect more  real  care  of  the  interest  of 
the  people  of  England  from  a  reign- 
ing faction,  than   from  the  people 
themselve*?,  speaking  through  the 
medium  of  their  representatives  ?  I 
app*^hend  the  contrary;  and  that,  as 
we  should  expect  more  justice  from 
the  French  people  themselves,  than 
we  do  of  any  fact;ion  among  them, 
so  would  they  from  the  people  of 
Great  Britain ;  and,  in  that  view,  I 
uhould  hope,  that  neitherthe  repub- 
lic of  France  would   be  hostile  to 
Great  Britain,  nor  the  limited  mo- 
narchy of  this  country  be  hostile  to 
the  just  claims  and  true  interests  of 
the  nepublic  of  France.  I  wish^o 
know  what  better  pledge  you  could 
give  of  sincerity  to  France, in  your 
desire  for  peace,  than  to  teirthem, 
by  a  vote  of  the  house  of  commons, 
that  you  are  willing  to  negociate : 
and  what  is  more  likely  to  fead  to  a 
restoration  of  tranquillity,  upon  a 
solid  and  permanent  foundation  ? 

Colonel  FuUarton  observed,  •  that 
the  present  question,  Gripped  of  all 
diplomatic  ambiguity, stood'exactly 
thus  :  is  this  countr}'  prepared  to 
admit,  that  Belgium  shall  not  be  re- 
stored to  the  emperor,  and  that  the 
Rhine  shall  be  the  boundary  of 
France  ?  If  not,  the .  French  will 
answer^ 
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Ti:isw^r,  come  and   take  Belgium* 
These  are  nottime^  for  entru^ring 
the  most  important  interests  of  the 
country  to   pknipoteatiaiie^ '  tvho 
entroncb     themselves    behind  the 
ramparts  of  etiquette,  and  staik  on 
the  stiltfi  of  ambassadorial  nu^tt- 
11253.  Undoubtedly-, every  r«ttlrning 
sentiment   of   muUial  foi4)eanince 
and  amity  ought,  by  every  practical 
hk  mode,  to  be  encouraged^     Per- 
haps,  \fith   this  view,  no  better 
beacon  or  directory  can  be  found, 
in  the  annals^  of  negociation,  than 
the  condtict  of  our  Indian  govern- 
ihent,    in  the   year   1781,    when 
French^  Dotch,  Mysoreans.and  all> 
were  in  arms  against  the  English  ; 
and  our  interests  in  the  east  were, 
if  possible,  more  unprosperous  than 
iHey  are  at  present  on  the  conti- 
nerit   of  Europe.     An  honourable 
baronet,    now   a  member  of   this 
iiouse,  then  second  in  council,  ;md 
afterwards  governor-general  in  In- 
dia, in  conjunction  with   lord  Ma- 
cartney ;md  sir  Eyre  Coote,  inti- 
mated to  tiieMahrattas,  that,  unless 
in  80  far  as  might  be  necessary  to 
support  existing  engagements  with 
allies,  the  English  government  was 
determined*  that   Uieir  operations ' 
against  theMahrattas  should  be  na- 
val, 2md  defensive  merely.     This 
they  intimated  to  the  Poonah  go- 
vernment, and,  from  that  moment, 
not  a  shot  was  fired  between  the 
Mahrattas  and  the  English.   There 
is  one  point,  which  must  not  be 
wiitted.    It  is  well  known,  that 
the  French,  from  the  commence- 
ment of  the  war,  have  resisted  all 
ideas  of  treating  collectively  with 
the  confederated  powers :    in  so 
doiDg,  they  have  proved  their  wis-  * 
dom;.for,  by  treating  individually, 
they  have .  detached  every  power 
from  the   confederacy    excepting 


AultnaahdEngland.  IftVFrench 
lote  all  hope  of  detaching '  thestf 
powers  from  each  other,  they  can 
no  longer  have  the  same  object  'left 
for  persiatiug  in  -that  policy ;  at 
least,  it  may  no  lon^'i?r  be  imprac- 
ticable to-dcvise  means  For  bringing 
them  to  treat  on  general  principles, 
and  collective  arrangements.  ,  This 
can  hardly  be  effected  without  a 
congress,  in  some  form  or  other. 
Under  this  impression^  he  would 
take  the  liberty  of  reading  such  a 
form  of  resolutions  as  he  conceived 
would  meet  the  object  in  view,  not 
meaning,  however,  at  all,  to  presa 
them  on  the  house  at  present : 

Resolved,  "That  it  is  the  opi- 
nion of  this  house,  that,  whenever 
a  proper  opportunity  occurs,  the 
most,  eligible  mode  of  establishhig 
the  tranquillity  of  Europe,  on  a  se- 
cure foundation,  mil  be,  by  assetn^ 
bling  a  general  congress,  such  aa 
took  place  last  century,  previous  to 
^he  peace  of  Munster.  That  the 
object  of  this  congress  ought  to  be, 
to  specify  and  declare  to  all  man- 
kind the  principles  of  right  and 
wrong,  which  ought  to  goveni  the 
relations  between  independent 
states;  to  specify  and  declare  to  all 
mankind  the  principles  of  security, 
property.,  and  public  credit,  which 
It  is  necessary  to  recognize,  and 
render  effectual,  before  any  pacifi- 
cation can  be  negociated  with  sta- 
bility or  honour. 

*•  In  the  e^nt  of  .the  beUigerent 
powers  not  acceding  to  this  opinion. 
It  will  become  this  house  to  make 
known  the  grounds  on  which  the 
war  is  continued,  to  ascertain  the 
form  on  which  it  is  to  be  conducted, 
and  to  declare  the  principles  on 
which  a  cessation  of  hostilities  ought 
to  be  concluded,  on  the  part  of  his 
Britanpie  majesty." 

Sit- 
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Sir  Wnilain  Poltene/  md,  that 
irfatat  the  parliament  and  the  nation 
aiiould  require  was  not  ao  much  an 
immediate  peace,  as  a  aecare  one  : 
andthts  object  wonki  be  aoeovi 
pushed  by  pat  (enoe  under  oar  saf- 
ieringSy  and  pefaeverance  in  the 
eonfesL  As  lon^  as  the  enevxf  re« 
tained  Belgium  and  Holland  there 
eould  be  no  security  for  England. 
Now  was  the  moment  to  strain  every 
nerve  in  the  struggle ;  and  he  was 
more  fearful  that  ministers  would  be 
too  forward  than  too  tardy  in  bring-* 
ing  matters  to  a  terml nation.  His 
complaint  ag&inst  them  was  that>on 
hearing  the  disasters  that  had  be- 
fallen the  Imperial  arms,  they  had 
not  immediarely  comedown  to  the 
liouse>4md  called  for  a  loan  to  invi* 
gorate  the  brave  exertions  of  our 
ulttstrious  ally. 

Sir  John  Macpherson  spoke  to 
thefollowing  effect.  He  thought  that 
it  would  not  be  a  greater  proof  of 
moderation  and  justice,  than  of 
sound  political  wisdom,  to  declare 
that  we  stood  up  only  in  df^fence  of 
our  own  rights  and  Hbertles^aud  not 
for  the  purpose  of  encroaching  on 
those  of  other  nations.  He  was  aox« 
ious  that  such  a  declaration  should 
be  made,  not  only  because  it  would 
contribute  to  give  peace  to  thiscoun* 
try^'butto  all  Europe,  and  among 
other  nations,  even  to  our  enemies. 
The  interests  of  Britain  would  be 
best  promoted  by  consulting  not  only 
our  own  advantage,  but  that  of  all 
the  civWteed  world :  by  endeavour* 
ing  not  only  to  obtain  fromj^but  to 
extend  to  France,  a  just,  honoura- 
ble, and  solid  peace.  The  French 
government  has  ceased  to  bo  an  in- 
cendiary assembly,  sanguinary  dic- 
tators, and  a  club  of  plunderers.  It 
has  assumed  the  form  and  the  tone 
of  regular  governments.  Ithaaofii* 


dally  deelare(i  its  respect  fiM*  per- 
sooal  safety,  property,  and  naorals, 
and  has  denounced  vengeance  against 
the  aoarehists.  It  has  likewise  ma- 
nifest^ an  appearance  of  a  wish  for 
peace.     It  is  for  the  French  nation 
to  realize  the  peace,  of  which  their 
new  government  speaks  to  them 
with  cautious  reserve.  Ai\d  this  ob- 
ject, a  frank  declaration  on  the  part 
of  the  people  of  Bngland,  through 
their  representatives,  of  a  sincere 
dispositimn  to  peace,  on  a  fair  moral 
basis,  equally  conduciveto  the  secu- 
rity and  wel^re  of  both  nations^  by 
awakening  the  sensibility,  and  gain- 
ing the  confidence  of  the  .French 
nation,  wouidmnterially  tend  to  for- 
ward. Thebasistowhichhealluded 
was  a  due  regard  to  justice,  private 
property,   public  credit,    and  the 
rights  of  nations.  Itwas  time  for  the 
English  nation  to  open  their  eyes  on 
the  true  object  of  the  war :  an  ob- 
ject which  ought  to  be  as  remote 
from   the  spirit  of  vengeance,  as 
t|}at  of  conquest.  It  points,  on  the 
contrary,  to  a  reasonable  agreement 
between  the  belligerent  states  5  an 
agreement  dictated  by  the  force  of 
their  vrants,and  founded  on  the  in- 
dispensable* protection  of  the  right 
of  property,    wltl)out   which    no 
state  can  be  certain  of  providing 
for  the  subsistence  of  its  subjects, 
nor  of  maintaining  the  secwtty  of 
its   civil  order.     Commeree  and 
modern  finance  havingiatermingted 
all  property,  even  that  of  nations, 
it  follows  that  public  credit  has  be- 
eome  the   universal  depositary  of 
civilized  society.  There  isonly  one 
property,  and  one  real  Unaooe  in 
Europe^'  the  circulation  of  which 
is  as  essential  to  the  political  body, 
as  that  of  the  blood  to  the  human 
body  :  it  was  a  violation  of  the 
right  of  property  that  produced  the 
assignats, 
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aisignatSj  ind  the  astignatB  that  pro- 
duced the  xerolation,  with  all  the 
miseries  sofFered  hy  France,  and  in- 
flicted on  our  neighbours.  To  shew 
a  disposition^  even  a  zeal  for  the 
settlement  of  a  govemnient  in 
France,  that  should  respect  the 
rights  of  men  and  nations,  would  not 
he  a  greater  blessing  to  that  country, 
than  to  all  Europe.  The  motion 
before  the  house  had  a  happy  ten- 
dency to  harmonize  the  great  body 
of  the  French  and  English  people 
(who  could  not  be  said  properly  to 
be  at  war  with  each  other,  though 
thdr  governments  were)'  into  peace 
and  good  neighbourhood,  by  dis- 
countenancing and-disapproving  the 
insinuations  of  insincerity,  oil  the 
partof  tRis  country,  in  the  late  ne- 
gociatioa.  It  would  assist  ministersi 
in  proving  that  the  probngation  of 


the  calamities  of  war  did  not  rest 
with  Great  Britain.  To  a  motion 
of  this  tendency,  he  did  not  see 
why  any  objection  should  be  made 
by  either  sidfe  of  the  house  :  as  it 
was  calculated  to  nrocure  an  essen- 
tial advantage  t«  the  country,  while 
it  contributed  to  strengthen  the 
hands  of  government.  On  these 
grounds,  he  thought  himself  jus« 
tified  in  supporting  the  ^present 
motion. 

Mr.  Johnes  could  never  forget 
the  ignominious  quanner  in  which  our 
ambassador  had  been  dismissed,  nor 
forgive  the  insult  offered  to  the  na- 
tion. The  objects  for  which  we  con- 
tended were,  bur  liberties,  our  for- 
tunes, our  religion,  our  (Srod,  and 
our  king  1  On  a  division  of  the  house, 
there  appeared  for  Mr.  Pollen's  mo- 
tion, 85 :  against  it,  291. 


Vol.  XXXIX. 


IN] 


CHAP 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


178]      ANNUAL     REGISTER,    1797. 


CHAR    XI. 


Nature  of  Money, -^Bisiofry  of  ih^Bank  of  England, — Stoppage  of  Bank 
Payments  in  Specie, — Message  thereon,  from  his  Majesty ,  to  Parliament, 
^^  Delates  on  this  Sulject,  in  both  Houses,'*^  Measures  for  the  Support  of 
Public  Credit,  and  the  Relief  of  various  pecuniae  Embarrassments. — 
Repoi't  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  State  of  the 
Bank. 


GOLD  and  silver,  andotber.pre- 
cious  metals,  have  a  iwo-fold 
value :  a  value  intrinsic,  and  a  va- 
lue conventional.  They  are  valuable 
•ort  account    of   their   own  quali- 
ties 3  and  they  are  valuable  su  the 
signs  and  pledges  of  wealth.    This 
distinction  men  learnt  to  make  in 
the    progress  of  commerce.     And, 
there  was  never  an  abstraclion  more 
curious   in   itself^  or   in  common 
affairs  more  important  in  its  conse- 
quences.   The  conventional,  or  ar- 
bitrary, value  of  gold  and  silver,  the  ^ 
sip;ns  and  pledges  of  wealth,    has 
been  taken  off,  has  been  abstracted 
from  the  solid  metals,  and  trans- 
ferred to  paper :  a  very  flimsy  and 
unsubstantial    body»     and     which 
may   be   considered  as    holding  a 
middle  place  between  .  matler  and 
spirit.  .  It  is  not,  however,  the  pa- 
per that  is,  in  fact,   the  substitute 
for  money,  but  something  still  more 
exile  J  the  promise,   the  act  of  the 
mind  stamped  upon  it ;  so  that  mo- 
ney has  come  to  be,  not  so  much 
a  substantial,  or  material,  as  a  me- 
taphysical   thing;    and    so    easily 
multiplied,  that  the  number  of  pa- 
per-dollars in  America,  assignats  in 
France,   and  bank-notes  in  Great 
Britain,  have  almost  exceeded  cal- 
culation. 


The  bank  of  England,  which  ha* 
the  greatest  circulation  of  any  bank 
in  England,  was  originally  projected 
by  a  merchant  of  the  name  of  Pat- 
terson, and  established  in  ibe  year 
1694.  The  company  was  incorpo- 
rated by  parliament,  in  the  ^tU  an<! 
61  h  of  William  and  Mar)%  in  consi- 
deration of  the  loan  of  1 ,20O,OC0<'. 
granted    to    tke    government,  for 
which  the  subscribers  received  near- 
ly S  per  cent.   By  an  act  of  the  8th 
and  yth  of  William  III.  they  were 
empowered  to  enlarge  their  capital 
stock  to  2,201,171/.    By   another 
act  of  7th  of  Anne,  they  were  far- 
ther empowered  to  augment  their 
capital  to  4,402,343/.  on  which  they 
advanced  400,000/.  more     to   go- 
vernment;  in   1714,  another  loan 
of  1,500,000/.  5  and  other  loans  in 
subsequent  periods.     Nor  was  1he 
bank   of  England    found   to  be  a 
greater  convenlency  to  government 
than  this,  with  otkers  called  coun- 
try-banks,   was  to   individual  ad- 
venturers in  manufactures  and  com- 
merce, and    every  species  of  im- 
provement. 

But,  in  this  country,  as  in  othert, 
different  causes  concurred  to  re* 
mind  the  world  that  there  was  a 
wide  dliFerence  between  money  liwt 
possessed  an  intrinsic  value,  and  mo- 
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n«y  of  the  abslractest  kind,  which 
was  merely  conventional,  A  run 
was  made  on  the  banlc  of  England 
which  (hreateoed  its  ruin.  Goyeni- 
mexii  interfered  for  its  preservation, 
and  the  minds  of  men  began  to  be 
turned  back  from  metaphysics  to 
matter :  from  the  sign  to  the  thing 
Fignificd.  Th6  spirit  of  adventure, 
in  many  instances, out-ran  its  capi- 
tal,* and  an  increased  capital  stock 
required  an  increase  in  the  circula- 
ting medium :  but  the  imn^ediate 
and  principal  cause  of  the  shake  that 
was  given  to  the  bank  of  England, 
in  1797 f  is  unquestionably  the  pre- 
sent war,  which,  among  other  ex- 
^  pences,  to  an  unheard  of  amount, 
included  lar^e  pecuniary  remittan- 
ces to  foreign  powers,  but  especial- 
ly the  emperor  of  Germany."" 

In  the  month  of  January,  1795, 
the  court  of  directors  informed  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  that  it 
uas  their  wish,  "  that  he  would  ar- 
range his  finances  for  tlie  year,  in 
such  a  manner  as  not  to  depend  on 
any  farther  assistance  from  them." 
These  remonstrances  were  renewed 
in  the  months  of  April  and  July,  in 
the  same  year)    and  on  the  8th  of 


October  fallowing,  they  sent  a  writ* 
ten  paper  to  the  minister,  which 
concluded  by  stating,  "  the  absolute 
necessity,  which  they  conceived  to 
exi^t,  for  diminishing  the  sum  of 
their  present  advances  to  govern- 
ment ;  the  last  having' been  granted 
with  great  reluctance  on  their  part,, 
on  his  pressing  solicitations.**  In  aa 
interview  with  thechancellor  of  the 
exchequer,  which  took  place  on  the 
23d  of  the  same  month,  on  the 
loans  to  the  emperor  being  men- 
tioned, the  governor  assured  Mr. 
Pitt,  "  That  another  loan  of  that 
sort  would  go  nigh  to  ruin  the 
country.**  And  on  the  9th  of  Fe- 
bruary, 1797,  the  directors  ordered 
the  governor  to  inform  the  minister, 
"  that,  under  the  present  state  of 
the  bank's  advances  to  government 
here,  to  agree  with  his  request 
of  makinpr  a  farther  advance  of 
l,500,000i.  as  a  loan  to  Ireland, 
would  threaten  ruin  to  the  bank, 
and  most  probably  bring  the  direc- 
tors to  shut  up  their  doors.'* 

With  this  cause,  another  spring* 
ing  also  out  of  the  war,  power- 
fully co-operated.  This  was  the 
dread  of  an   invasion,  which  had 


•  That  the  mn  on  the  bank  was,  in  part,  owing  to  this  cause,  is  rendered  probable* 
by  the  many  and  great  embarrassments  of  principal  traders,  noticed  in  a  former  yo<% 
iume.  When  from  this  and  whatever  other  cause,  there  was  a  great  scarcity,  or  more 
properly,  a  great  demand  for  money,  many  merchants  and  tradesmen  stopped,  and 
otheis  were  on  the  brink  of  stopping  payment,  though  their  debts  were  found,  on  the 
strictest  inquiry,  to  be  gieatly  exceeded  by  their  property.  On  this  emergency,  minis- 
try, willing  to  nourish  trade,  the  sour9e  of  revenue,  the  source  of  their  own  power  and 
influence,  abroad  and  at  home,  very  wisely  advanced  large  sums  of  money  to  mercan- 
tile houses,  on  teceiving  deposits  of  goods  into  pubHc  warehouses,*  nor  is  it  in  very- 
many  instances,  that  they  have  appeared  in  so  respectable  a  light,  as  when  they  assumed 
the  character  of  paternal  and  patriotic  pawn-brokers.  The  empcrora  of  Germany,  in 
pledging  their  copi>er-mines,  as  collateral  securities  for  the  payment  of  the  bank  notes 
of  Vienna,  have  also  appeared,  on  many  occasions,  in  the  respectable  1  :<ht  of  pawn- 
brokers. Though  pawn-broking  has  been  disgraced  by  the  bajcrievs  of  htik  pawn -bro- 
kers, in  the  same  manner  as  the  law,  the  guardian  of  our  properties  and  lives,  has  b^ii 
degraded  by  vile  actornies,  and  other  legal  practitioners,  yet  therr  is  ncuhing  in  the  sys- 
tem of  pawn-broking,  disgraceful,  or  incompatible  with  the  highest  virtue  and  honour. 
To  advance  money,  or  any  thing  else,  on  deposits  or  pledges,  is  nothing  more  thantlie 
simple  quid  pro  9U0,  the  principle  of  barter,  the  first  stage  of  commerce.  At  ihe  same 
time  that  government  afforded  succour  to  trade,  in  this  manner,  it  ordered- a  new  coin- 
age of  gold  and  silver;  in  both  ways,  returning  from  reBnement  and  abuse,  to  the 
original,  and  mo;>t  natural  medlum^of  commerce. 

[  N  2  ]  iudticed 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


180]      A^NNUAL     REGISTER,     1797. 


indaced  the  farmers  and  others^ 
resident  in  the  parts  distant  from 
the  metropolis,  to  withdraw  their 
money  from  the  hands  of  those 
bankers  with  whom  it  was  deposit- 
ed. The  run,  therefore,  commenced 
upon  the  country  banks,  and  the  de- 
mand for  specie  soon  reached  the 
metropolis-  In  this  alarming  state, 
the  ministry  thought  themselves 
compelled  to  interfere,  and  an  order 
of  the  privy  council  was  issued  ou 
-  the  idth  of  February,  prohibiting 
the  directors  of  the  bank  from  ''is- 
suing any  cash  in  payment  till  the 
sense  of  parliament  could  be  taken 
on  that  subject,  and  the  proper  mea- 
sures adopted  thereupon  for  main- 
taining the  mc-ans  of  circulation, 
and  supporting  the  public  and  com- 
mercial credit  of  the  kingdoui  at  this 
important  conjuncture." 

On  tlw;  following  day,  therefore, 
27th  of  February,  a  mesj»age  was  de- 
livered from  his  maj(styto  botli 
'houses  of  parliameht,  stating, "  that 
an  unusual  demand  of  specie  having 
*becn  macJe,  fromxlillercnt  parts  of 
the  country,  on  the  mtiropolis,  it 
haU  bt  en  found  nfces^^apy  to  make 
•an  Older  of  council,  to  (he  directors 
of  the  bank>  prohibiting  the  issuing 
of  any  cash  in  payment,  tilT  the  sense 
"of  parliament  couKi  be  lakeiT  on  the 
subject."  The  order  of  council  was 
read,  along  witfi  his  majesty's  mes- 
sage; and  lord Grenvillc,  inthehou'c 
of  lords,  ro>e  to  men  e,"  that  the  co:..- 
munication  from  iiis  majesty  should 
be  taken  into  consideration  the  fol- 
lowing day.*' 

The  duke  of  Norfolk  was  of 
opinion  that  the  desoci ate  exigency, 
to  which  mii:isus,^'had  driven  the 
country,  was  <;wing  to  the  cxj  orta- 
tion  of  sj)ecie  to  the  emperor  of 
Germany  and  our  i*ther  all  cs»  on  Uic 
continent.     He  therefore   moved. 


that  a  humble  address  be  presented 
to  his  majesty,  to  prevent  the  farther 
exportation  of  specie,  until  the  sense 
of  parliament  should  be  taken  on  that 
subject. 

Lord  Grenville  said,  as  their 
lordships  had  determined  not  to  take 
the  subject  into  consideration  till 
next  day,  he  did  not  wish  to  discuss 
it,  as  neither  he  nor  the  house  were 
prepared  for  it.  The  necessity  of 
acceding  to  the  motion  was  urged 
by  the  earl  of  Guildford,  and  the 
earl  of  Moira,  on  the  ground  that  to 
decline  this  would  have  an  ill  effect 
on  the  public  miiKi. 

The  duke  of  Norfolk  put  the 
question  directly  to  lord  Grenville 
whether  it  was  intended  to  send 
jnoney  to  the  emperor  ?  The  secre- 
tary persevered  in  his  determina- 
tion, not  to  discuss,  that  day,  a  sub- 
ject that  was  to  be  taken  into  con- 
sideration the  next.  Ibe  question 
being  put,  the  duke  of  Norfolk's 
motion  was  rejected  by  34  against  5. 

His  majesty's  message  being  again 
read,  next  day,  lord  Grenville,  after 
much  prefatory  matter,  which  it  is 
notnircessarj'  to  our  purpose  to  re- 
late, informed  tlie  house,  that  he 
had  two  motions  for  their  conside- 
ration ;  and  first,  "  that  a  humble 
addrt.ss  be  presented  to  his  majesty, 
to  return  thanks  forhisgraciouscom- 
munication,  and  toassurehis  majesty 
tlir.t  he  migiit  rely  With  the  utmost 
contidcncc  on  the  wisdom  of  parlia- 
ment, to  call  forth,  in  case  of  ne- 
cessity, theextensiveresourcesof  the 
kingdom  -."this  address  was  unani- 
mously agreed  to.  Lord  Grcnville's 
other  motion  was  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  select  and  secret  com- 
mittee of  nine  lords,  to  examine 
■and  report,  on  the  outstanding  debts 
a^aiusi  the  bank,  the  state  of  the 
tuuds  ior  discharging  the  same;  the 
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cause  that  rendered  the  order  of 
council  necessary,  and  which  might 
justity  the  members  of  that  house 
for  taking  the  proper  steps  for  the 
CQofinnition  and  continuancQ  of 
that  measure/' 

The  duke  of  Grafton  said,  that 
ministers  had  gone  to  the  extreme 
length  of  a  measure  founded  in  an 
assumption  of  power,  unknown  to 
tlie  laws  and  constitution  of  the 
country.  They  would  be  obliged 
to  have  recourse  tO'a  bill  of  indem* 
nlty,  to  le^Iize  their  conduct ;  for, 
unless  this  could  be  obtained »  the 
bank-directors  were  liable  to  an 
action  from  every  individual  to 
whom  they  refused  payment. 

Lord  Grenville  replied,  (bat  he 
had  no  objection  to  that  measur'^*  ; 
though  the  bank  were  not  legally 
obliged  to  act  upon  the  requi^iiiion 
contaLoed  ia  the  order  of  the 
council. 

The  earl  of  Guildford  thought, 
that  there  were  parts  of  the  inquiry 
proposed,  which  by  no  vaesoM  re- 
quired secrecy,  that,  pn  the  con- 
trary, they  ought  to  be  made  as 
public  as  possible.  If  the  bank 
was  in  such  a  flourishing  state  as 
was  represented,  it  ought  to  be 
laid  before  the  public,  for  the  pur- 
pose  of  rcmoi'ing  all  ground  of  .nis- 
picion.  The  duke  of  Grafton  spoke 
to  the  sanac  effect-  But  the  earl  of 
Liverpool  approved  of  a  secret  com- 
mittee, wiicre  subjects  of  a  delicate 
nature  were  to  be  investfgated. 

The  duke  of  Bedford  consider- 
ing the  ill  conduct  of  ministers 
throughout  the  war,  and  the  alarm- 
ing state  to  which  they  had  reduced 
the  country,  thought  it  not  impro- 
bable that  the  measure  in  question 
was  absolutely  necessary  -,  though 
be  could  not  but  remark,  that,  whca 


he  read  the  order  of  council,  be  was 
astonished  to  tind  that  the  uniisual 
demand  for  specie  was  imputed  to 
ill-ibonded  and  exaggerated  appre- 
hensions of  individuals,  notwith- 
standing that  ministers  had  been 
the  cause  of  raising  them.  He  was 
a  friend  to  open  discussion,  as  their 
lordships  would  thereby  be  enabled 
to  form  a  judgment  of  facts  within 
their  own  knowledge,  and  to  as- 
certain how  much  of  the  present 
calamitous  state  of  the  country  was  ' 
connected  with  the  bank.  He  did 
not  know,  he  said,  that  there  was 
any  reason  why  the  committee 
should  be  a  secret  committee.  If 
there  was,  he  was  not  prepared  to, 
admit  it.  Be  that  as  it  might,  he 
could  not  conceive  that  their  lord- 
ships were  to  determine  a  great 
national  question,  of  such  immense 
importance  as  the  present^  on  the 
report  of  nine  lords,  be  they  whom 
they  might.  The  words,  as  they 
.now  stood  in  the  resolution  pro- 
posed by  the  secretary  of  state,  au- 
thorized the  committee  to  report 
their  opinion  on  the  necessity  of 
confirming  and  continuing  the  mea- 
sure adopted  by  the  bank,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  order  of  council  j 
which  was  neither  more  nor  less 
tliauj  that  the  bank  should  continue 
to  slop  payment,  and  to  eive  only 
piper,  instead  of  cash,  ^l h^n  pay- 
ment in  Hioney  was  demanded  ;  a 
thing  boih  inconsistent  and  alarm- 
iug.  His  grace,  then^fore,  moved, 
by  way  of  amendment  lolord  Gren« 
,  ville's  motion,  to  leave  out  all  that 
part  of  it  which  related  to  the  com- 
mittee's reporting  their  opinion  on 
the  continuance  of  the  measure. 
Tnifl  amendment. 

Lord  Grenville  said,  he  would 

oertainly  oppose,   as  it   tended   to 
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lake  aw'ay  an  essential  part  of  the 
original  motion,  and  render  the 
others  of  little  use. 

The  duke  of  Norfolk  stron(»ly 
objected  'to  a  secret  ccroniitit-e. 
If  the  bank  were  equal  to«a1l  de- 
mands, it  Tvas  for  their  honour 
that  there  should  lie  no  conceal- 
ment. Any  thing  like  secrecy 
"would  make  a  serious  impression 
"Without  doors.  "  The  duke  of  Graf- 
ton, too,  vas  drcidedly  against  the 
secrecy  of  the  committee,  and  also 
against  any  report  by  the  commitiie, 
on  the  necessity  of  confirming  and 
cominuiuc^  the  measure  adopted  in 
the  minute  of  cciuncil.  He  would 
therefore  suj.^port  the  amendment 
proposed  by  the  duke  of  Bedford. 

The'  marquis  of  Lansdowne  said, 
that  noble  lords  would  do  him 
the  justice  to  recollect,  that  not  one 
session  had  parsed  over,  since  the 
year  1793,  in  which  he  had  not, 
to  use  a  vulgar  but  strong  ex- 
pression, bond  their  lordships  with, 
his  prophetic  admonitions.  His 
miod  had  been  early  impressed  with 
a  most  sacred  reverence  for  that 
most  delicate  and  indefinite  thing, 
called,  public  credit.  A  smalfpam- 
phlet,  but  a  most  able  one,  had 
been  put  into  his  hands,  and  re- 
commended to  his  study  :  it  was  the 
production  ofagreatandtlislinguifch- 
fsd  member  of  parliament  «nd  states- 
man (Harlej,  earl  of  Oxford).  This 
noble  author  illustrated  the  nature 
of  public  credit,  b)'  saying,  ibat  it 
xvas  to  the  people  of  Great  Britain 
what  the  sonl  of  man  was  to  his 
body.  It  was  pure  soul  :  it  was 
immaterial  iu  itself  j  and  yet  it 
was  that  which  gave  to  substance 
its  functions.  It  was  not  the 
cause  but  th.e  effect ;  it  flowed  from 
the  happy  organization  of  all  the 
parts  ot  the  material  body.     Ii  wa^ 


not  to  be  created  ;  it  was  not  to  be 
forced  :  its.  precise  seat  in  the  bo- 
dy politic  could  not  be  discover- 
ed 5  it  at  once  pervaded  over,  and 
proceeded  out  of  the  whole.  It 
both  gave  and  received  its  anima- 
tion and  its  existence,  It  was  not 
property,  for  no  brancli  of  the  body 
could  call  it  its  own.  It  was  rot 
the  king's  credit;  it  was  not  the 
crt  dit  of  parliament ;  it  was  public 
credit.  It  was  that  thing  wl)ich 
sprung  from  the  happy  concoction 
of  all  the  vital  juices  of  the  na- 
tional frame,  which  proceeded  from 
the  nice  distribution  of  our  parts, 
and  their  mutual  co-opersition  ; 
which  gave  to  the  national  system 
a  s}  mpathetio  connection,  an  union 
of  action,  a  correspondence,  and 
promptitude,  which,  in  matter  of 
finance,  is  known  by  the  name  of 
punctuality.  This  public  credit 
was  the  soul  of  England  }  it  was 
that  which  carried  tlie  nation  to  a 
height  infinitely  beyond  its  nume- 
rical power.  Jtwas  or.r  credit  that 
set  all  the  calculations  of  political 
arithprjetic  at  defiance;  it  dcridtd 
the  celd  diflfidence  of  those  who 
judged  of  our  n>eang  by  the  geo- 
graphical limits  of  the  island,  or 
the  visible  number  of  its  people. 
Public  credit  did  not  even  look  to 
security  as  its  basis  j  it  always  ct^n- 
nected  security  with  punctuality. 
Many  lords,  with  their  20,OCC/.  a 
year,  wotild  find  it  difficult  to  pro- 
cure the  loan  of  1,000/.  en  emer- 
gency, though  they  had  perfect 
security  to  cfi^er,  v  hen  a  neighbour- 
ing tradesman,  with  a  capital  of, 
perhaps,  only  a  few  hundreds, 
would  find  the  loan  with  facility. 
Why  was  this?  It  was  the  known 
punctuality  of  the  one  placed  against 
the  known  want  of  punctuaHly  in 
the  otlier  :  it  was  because  the  lender 
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knew,  that  the  merchant  was  tena* 
cioas  of  a  credit,  about  which  the 
nobleman  was  indifferent.  This 
^as  the  character  of  England  :  this 
it  was  that  had  distinguished  it 
from  all  the  other  nations  of  the 
<*artb,  and  particularly  from  France : 
there,  every  thing  had  depended  on 
the  king's  credit  j  here,  all  depen- 
dence was  on  the  nation  :  there,  a 
disorganized  spirit  of  expence  shel- 
tered itself  under  the  credit  of  the 
grand  monarque  j  here  every  thing, 
Contributed  to,  as  ever}'  thing  flow- 
ed again  from,  the  fountain  of  pub- 
lic credit ;  and  the  administration 
of  the  country  was,  in  reality,  no- 
thing more  than  a  committee  for 
the  ma  nagcmcn  t  of  th  i  s  credi  t.  To 
ascribe  the  shock  that  had  been 
given  to  it,  to  the  idle  stories  of 
unfounded  and  exaggerated  alarms, 
was  ridiculous.  It  proceeded  from 
deep,  progressive,  accumulated  cau- 
ses ;  causes  which  all  thinking 
men  haid  long  deplored,  and  which 
had  bcf-n  growing  to  a  head  under 
the  unhappy  and  ill-requited  confi- 
dence, which  their  lordships  had 
placed  in  the  king's  ministers.  It 
was  material  to  endeavour  to  ascer- 
tain the  causes  that  had  brought  us 
to  this  dilemma.  One  cause  was 
manifest:  the  inordinate  increase 
of  expcnce,  of  places,  and  establish- 
ments in  every  corner  of  the  em- 
pire. This  had  been  growing  to 
a  height  beyond  every  thing  that 
the  mind  could  conceive;  it  was 
incredible  and  scandalous  ;  the  in^ 
crease  of  fees,  of  salaries,  of  places 
and  pensions,  of  new  boards  of 
commission,  and  new  appointnients 
of  all  kinds,  had  not  only  served  to 
open  aU  the  gates  of  waste  and 
profusion,  but  to  beat  down  and 
destroy  ail  the  check  of  coGtroul,  and 
all  the  means  of  correction.     Waste 


and  extravagance  had  been  systema- 
tized ;  one  scene  of  abuse  counte« 
nanced  and  protected  another,  and 
all  thc>  comers  c;f  the  earth  were 
witnesses  to  the  ruinou;i  wa-ite  of 
the  treasures  of  England.  Another^ 
and  a  still  more  dan^erau;>,-  source 
of  disorder,  which  had  sprung  up 
during  the  present  administration,' 
was  the  want  of  unity  and  correspon- 
dence amonfir  the  ditlerent  br<inches 
of  offi#s.  This  was  the  comhion 
observation  ;  it  was  visible  in  every, 
department ;  every  office  seemed 
to  be  lord  of  its  own  will,  and 
every  office  seemed  to  have  un- 
limited power  over  the  purse  of  the 
nation  ;  instend  of  tlieir  being,  ^s 
the  spirit  of  the  constitution  directed, 
under  the  constant  check  of  the  trea- 
sury. If  he  could  trust  to  wfli- 
founded  information,  ever}'  branch 
of  office,  projected  its  own  schemes,* 
had  its  own  expeditions,  and,  of 
course,  put  its  hand,  at  pleasure,  into 
the  purse  of  the  nation ;  nay,  this 
distraction  was  not  eV6n  confined 
to  office  at  home' ;  but,  every  man, 
in  every  one  of  our  foreign  settle- 
ments, had,  also,  his  own  projects,* 
hisown  adventures,  hisown schemes" 
6f  fortification,  and  his  own  sources 
of  expence ;  so  that  every  man, 
upon  every  foreign  station,  thought 
himself  at  liberty,  and  found  him- 
self so,  to  exercise  unreitrained  .lu- 
thority  over  the  treasury  of  Eng- 
land. That  this  want  of  concord- 
ance, and  want  of  correspondence, 
did  actually  subsist,  not  one  of  their 
lordships,  who  were  in  the  habit  of 
conversing  generally  m  the  world, 
would  dispute'  rhey  had  a  gliring 
proofof.it  in  a  paper  upon  the  tabl ». 
Let  any  noble  lord  look  at  the  paper 
of  the  extraordinaries  of  the  army, 
and  he  would  see  the  full  confirma- 
tion of  all  that  he  had  stated }  and  it 
[N  4]  was 
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was  fair  to  reason,  that^  iJT  this  aa- 
dacious  abuse  was  suffered  in  one 
department,  it  would  be  practised 
in  all.  Another  cause  of  our  pre- 
sent shock  was,  undoubtedly,  the 
■^rar :  it  was  contemptible  to  say, 
that,  sending  money  out  of  the  king- 
dom did  not  noake  u^  poorer;  it 
^as  contemptible  to  tell  us,  that, 
because  it  did  not  go  forth  in  specie, 
il  was  therefore  no  diminution  of 
our  wealth]  it  was  a  great  and 
fatal  source  of  decrease,  it  diminish- 
ed the  re-productive  power  of  the 
country,  and  it  was  found  in  the 
annual  deficiencies  of  our  revenue  j 
which  again  became  another  cause 
of  the  present  dilemma ;  for,  the 
riiinistcr  had,  year  after  year,  to 
practise  new  expedients,  for  the 
concealment  or  the  supply  of  this 
deficiency  j  and  thus  it  was,  that, 
year  afler  year  they  had  been  kept 
in  a  state  of  delusion,  which  more 
than  any  thing  else,  was  mortal  to 
the  delicate  frame  of  public  credit. 
It  hud  been  said,  that,  in  this  con- 
tinued delusion,  the  rriinister  had 
displayed  want  of  integrity,  as  well 
as  want  of  ability ;  ibat  the  delu- 
sions were  too  great  for  mere  folly 
to  commit,  and,  that  no  rational 
explanation  could  be  given,  of  the 
conduct  in  which  he  had  persevered 
so  long,  except  that  he  was  both 
incapable  and  dishonest,  tie  con- 
fessed, that,  he  did  not  incline  to 
cither  of  these  suppofitions :  he 
could  see  no  reason  to  believe  that 
the  minister  could  be  indifferent  to 
the  fate  of  his  country,  nor  did  he 
imagine,  that  it  could  be  mere  want 
of  ability,  such  in  tire  ignorance  of 
arithmetic  as  could  make  him  cal- 
culate  ten  millions  short  of  the  sum 
that  he  wanttd  within  two  months. 
He  believed  that  it  was  not  want  of 
ibility,  but  want  of  power  5  it  was 


that  want  of  authority,  over  the 
other  departments  of  expence, 
which  ought  to  reside  with  the  first 
lord  of  the  treasury,  and  which,  by 
Want  of  intimate  correspondence 
and  connection  with  the  other  de- 
partments of  office,  he  had  fatally 
suffered  to  slip  through  liis  hands. 
It  used  to  be  the  distinguishing 
feature  of  the  British  administra- 
tion, that  the  treasury  was  its  heart  : 
it  distributed  the  necessary  nourish- 
ment to  the  other  parts ;  and  every 
thing  flowed  from  4t,  as  the  com- 
manding centre  ;  the  other  d*»part- 
ments  were  necessarily  subordinate. 
The  noble  duke,  in  his  eye,  could, 
perhaps,  be  able  to  say,  how  in- 
significant a  part,  a  mere  secretary 
of  state  had  to  play,  wh-^n  the  first 
lord  of  the  treasury  exerted  his 
powers,  and  thwarted  the  measures 
in  which  he  did  not  coincide.  {We 
suppose  the  noble  mr^rquis  alluded 
to  the  duke  oif  Leeds).  But  this 
central  point  of  contronl  had  been 
unhappily  conceded,  and  the  first 
lord  of  the  treasury,  which  used  to 
confer  the  title  of  prcaiicr,  had 
now  sunk  into  a  resemblance  of  the 
treasurer  of  Friince,  ilnder  the 
tLncieii  regime.  In  France,  the  ti-ea- 
sury  lay  at  the  mercy  of  <ach 
department :  the  minister  of  marine, 
the  minister  of  the  exterior,  the 
minister  of  the  interior,  and  sd  fortli, 
drew  upon  it  at  pleasure  \  and  they 
all  knew  the  consequences  :  inordi- 
nate expence,  confusion,  distrust, 
violation  of  faith,  bankruptcy,  and 
revolution.  Such  vvas  the  state  of 
France  :  unhappily  for  England,  we 
had  made  three  stages  in  this  fatal 
career.  Good  God  1  what  a  scene 
was  opened  to  the  eyes  of  English- 
men J  he  did  not  dare  to  approach 
the  measure  of  Sunday  last  5  he  had 
oOt  yet  ceased  to  shudder  at  it;  Ae 
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would  not  dtfre  to  say  one  word  at 
to  ite  prudence  ;  be  on>y  v'ould  ad- 
moDish  ihwT  lordships,  that,  apon 
the  coodoct  of  the  legislature,  in 
this  momeDtous  crisis/  depended 
the  fete  of  £ngland.  They  were 
brought  to  a  tremendous  brink, 
where  one  single  error,  one  single 
alipof  the  foot,  would  precipitate 
them  to  ruin.  He  had  the  utmost 
and  nfost  sacred  confidence  in  the 
bank  of  England  j^lhrir  probity  and 
their  ability  were  undoubted  5  it 
was  totally  indifferent  to  hi  in  whe- 
ther there  was  a  secret  committee 
or  not ;  he  was  confident  that  they 
would  sai^ly  come  to  the  bar  of 
that  house,  and  prove,  in  the  face 
of  the  world,  that  they  were  equal 
to  alt  their  own  engagements ; 
that  they  dreaded  nothing  but  the 
interference  of  the  state  ;  and  this 
ioterfcreoce  it  would  be  well  for 
their  lordships  to  guard  against. 
This  was  the  rock  upon  which 
alone  we  could  split.  1  o  the  re- 
port of  a  committee  of  nine  noble 
lords,  *rho  should  confine  them- 
selves ro  the  single  object  of  exa- 
mining the  ability  of  this  company, 
he  had  no  objection :  in  his  mind^ 
too,  it  ought  to  be  a  secret  cora- 
miitcc,  not  because  there  ought  not 
tf)be  the  utmost  publicity  in  every 
thing  tliat  regarded  the  pecuniary 
<t3te  and  circumstances  of  the  na- 
tron, but  because  the  bank  of  £ng- 
hnd  was  d  private  company,  and 
parliament  bad  no  right  to  inquire 
and  pry  into  their  affairs.  ,  Taking 
it  for  granted,  however,  that  it  was 
at  their  own  invitation  and  express 
desire,  he  had  no  objection  to  the 
appointment  of  acommittee  of  nine 
lords,  of  high  and  known  honour, 
who  should  strictly  confine  them- 
selves to  the  examination  of  their 
funds  and  tbeir  engagements:  no 


^rtber.  He  woujd  not  venture 
one  step  beyond  this  examination, 
and,  therefore,  all  the  latter  part 
of  thp  motion,  and  every  thing 
whi(?n  looked  like,  or  bore  the 
least  affinity  to,  force,  he  must  ob- 
ject to.  The  only  way  in  which 
the  measure  could  b6<x>untenanced 
was,  as  a  measure  of  persuasion : 
he  was  sorry  to  have  seen,  in  the 
order  of  council,  so  improper  a 
term  as  the  word  "  require  5"  it 
was  a  Word  unknown  to  the  law, 
and  which  ought  not  to  have  been 
used  ;  it  was  an  importation  from 
France.  Requisition,  carried  with 
it  the  idea  of  terror,  which  could 
only  be  carried  on  by  force.  He 
deprecated  this  dreadful  feeling ; 
it  ought  to  have  been  a  recommen- 
dation, not  a  requisition,  to  the 
bank,  and  they  must  never  lose 
sight  of  the  necessary  caution  to 
be  observed  in  this  respect.  The 
first  error  mu»»t  be  repaired  5  if  an 
attempt  shall  be  made  to  use  force, 
we  are  gone  as  a  people.  "  Mark 
my  prophecy,  my  lords,**  exclaimed 
the  noble  marquis,  *' and  du not  dis- 
dain the  counsel,  while  yet  in  time. 
If  you  attempt  to  make  bank-notes 
a  legal  tender,  their  <:redit  will  pe- 
rishrf  They  may  go  on  for  a  time, 
but  the  consequence  is  certain. 
No  art,  no  skill,  no  power »  can 
prevent  their  falling  to  a  discount. 
We  do  not  speak  upon  conjecture ; 
the  thing  t^  matter  of  experience. 
A  fever  is  as  much  3  fever  in  Lon- 
don as  in  Pari  s,  or  Ameterdam ; 
aiid  the  consequences  of  a  stoppage 
of  payment  must  be  the  same  in 
whatever  country  it  shall  happen. 
Tiie  fall  will  be  slow*  perhaps,  and 
gradual  for  a  time  ;  but  it  will  be 
certain.  A  few  months  may  bring 
to  the  recollection  of  your  lordships, 
with  contrltioni  the  prophecy  tiiatl 
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have  now  made  70a."  He  woold 
roncludc  with  saying,  that  be  had 
not  had  time  to  converse  with  se- 
veral gentlemen,  for  whose  actho- 
rity  on  such  subjects  be  had  high 
rj^gard  j  but,  in  meditating  on  the 
«:onsequci3c?s  of  the  measure,  that 
inorning,  many  horrible  effects  bad 
present»-d  th*»mselves  to  his  mind. 
The  danger  they  had  to  apprehend 
from  forgery  was  none  of  the  least 
«>f  the  evils  ;  we  should  have  the  re- 
action of  the  blow  we  had  struck  at 
FiflDcej  we  had  made  our  base  in- 
struments adepts  in  the  science,  and 
it  was  not  to  be  expected,  that  they 
svonld  suffer  the  opportunity  to  pass 
unimproved.  Another  evil  was,that 
of  jobbing  in  bills  and  money. 
Adventurers  of  all  descriptions 
would  stxrt  up  5  the  precious  me- 
tals would  disappear,  and  every 
article  would  bear  two  prices,  one 
fur  money,  and  one  *  for  paper. 
Aoorher,  and  a  monstrous,  evil 
v.buld  be,  that  it  would  open  the 
door  to  unlimited  expenditure,  and 
we  should  have  not  merely  the  con, 
tinuance  of  the  war,  but  all  the 
frantic  and  delusive  expeditions, 
which  were  now  projected,  would 
be  fatally  put  into  execution.  He 
warned  ineai  against  the  folly  of 
attempting  the  Spanish  South- Ame- 
rica possessions.  In  three  or  four 
years,  tliey  would  fall  away  from 
Spain  themselves  J  a  greater  good 
could  not  be  done  to  Spain,  than  to 
relieve  them  from  the  curse  of  these 
settlements,  and  make  them  an  in- 
dustrials people  like  their  neigh- 
bours. A  greaier  evil  could  not 
happen  to  England  than  to  add 
them  to  oqr  already  overgrown 
possessions.  He  equally  objected  to 
i>ur  idle  chimera  of  an  expedition 
to  Port  Fcrrajo,  and  to  our  disas- 
trous conquests  in  the  West  Indies. 


It  was  a  clear  candid  propositioD  of 
peace,  accompanied  with  a  rigorous 
economy  of  expence,  that  could 
alone  recover  us  from  the  shock, 
that  this  order  of  council  had  given 
to  public  credit. 

The  lord  chancellor  came  from 
the  woolsack  to  make  a  single  ob- 
servation upon  the  latter  part  of 
wli^jt  fell  from  the  noble  marquis. 
He  had  deprecated  the  idea  of 
forcing  bank  papi-  into  circulation^ 
by  making  it  a  legal  tender.  He 
thought  it  just  necessary  to  say, 
that  it  never  entered  into  the  con- 
templatiou  of  his  majesty's  ministers 
to  use  any  forcible  means.  It  was 
impossible  to  say.  in  tliis  stage  of 
the  business,  what  plan  the  wisdom 
of  the  legisbture  might  devise^  up- 
on the  report  of  the  committee  f 
but  he  could  take  upon  hioiseif  to 
say,  that  it  never  yet  had  been  con- 
ceived, that  it  would  be  wise  or 
prudent  to  make  bank-notes  a  legal 
tender. 

The  marquis  of  Lansdowne  ex- 
pressed considerable  satisfaction  at 
the  information  imp;lrted  to  him 
by  the  noble  and  learned  lord  on 
the  woolsack,  and  said,  he  was  ex- 
tremely happy  to  find  such  were 
the  feelings  and  sentiments  of  mi- 
nisters. Had  he  known  as  much 
before  he  began  his  speech,  it  would 
have  saved  him,  and  the  house,  some 
time.  He  flattered  himself  that, 
by  lenient  measures,  and  persuasive 
means,  the  good  sense  of  the  coun- 
try mighf  be  worked  upon  to  pro- 
duce the  happiest  etl^ects. 

ThedukeofBedford'saraendment 
bping  rejected,  by  7 8  against  I2jthe 
original  motion  was  carried  without 
a  division. 

His  majesty's  message,  relative 

to  the  situation  of  the  bank,  became, 

on  the  same  day,  February  28,  a 
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sobjccf  of  discQssioD  in  the  hoase 
of  commons.    The  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer  moved  an  address  to 
his  majesty,  returning  him  thanks 
for  his  most  gracious  commnnica- 
tion,  and  assuring    him,   that  the 
house  would  immediately  proceed 
to  take  into  consideration  the  ob- 
ject recommended  in  the  message 
to  their  serious  attention.     This 
address,  in  the  usual  form  of  exact 
correspondence  to  the  message^  was 
carried,  nem.   cotu     Mr.  Pitt  then 
proceeded  to  introduce  anothej  mo- 
tion, of  which  he  bad,  as  usual^ 
given  previous  notice,  with  some 
observations  relative   to  the  state 
of  the  bank,  and  certain  measures 
that  it  seemed  to  require.     It  bad 
already  been  ascertained,  he  said, 
even  in  the  short  space*  that  had 
elapsed  since  the  minute  of  couocil 
bad  been  issued,  that  the  public 
confidence  in  the  bank  was  un- 
shaken :  that  no  doubt  was  enter- 
tained^ with  respect  to  the  solidity 
of  the  bank,  or  its  ability  to  Answer 
all  the  demands  of  its  creditors. 
Yet  it  was  undoubtedly  incumbent 
upon  the  house,  he  said,  at  so  im- 
portant a  period»to  take  the  proper 
means  to  satisfy  themselves,  that 
the  measures  that  bad  been  tiken, 
in  consequence  of  the  opinion  of 
the  privy  council,  had  become  in- 
dispensably necessary  :  and  this  the 
rather^  thit  parliament  was   now 
to  be  called  upon  to  confirm  that 
opinion,  and  sanction  the  measure 
adopted  by  an  act  of  the  legislature. 
As  to  the  degree  of  sati section  to 
be  required^   and  expected,  with 
respect  to  the  grounds  of  necessity 
on  which  tbe  measure  had  been 
adopted,  the  state  of  the  bank  was 
a  subjecf  of  inquiry  of  so  critical 
and  delicate  a  nature,  that  it  could 
not,  consistently  %vith  public  safety. 


be  pushed  to  too  great  particularity, 
or  minuteness  of  detail.  The  in- 
quiry ought  to  be  conducted  in  tho 
most  discreet  manner,  consistent 
with  the  nece<ssary  satisfaction  of 
the  house.  It  would  be  proper, 
then,  that  the  business  shoukl  be 
confided  to  a  secret  committee, 
and  that  thfv  should  be  expressly 
instructed,  \^  the  house,  not  to  push 
their  inquiries  too  minutely  into  the 
particulars  he  had  suggested,  but 
to  contine  theirinve&tigation  tosuch 
circumstances  of  the  general  state 
of  the  bank,  a^  might  be  sufficient 
for  the  purpose  in  view.  It  was 
not  for  him,  he  said,  to  point  out 
in  what  manner  the  members  of 
the  secret  committee  ought  to  exer- 
cise the  important  trust  committed 
to  them  by  tbe  house  ;  but,  if  it 
should  be  proved,  by  the  evidence 
of  the  members  of  the  bank  di- 
rection, that  the  extent  of  the  late 
demands  on  the  bank,  and  the 
rapidity  with  which  they  were 
brought  forward,  were  likely  to 
occasion  such  a  pressure,  as  not  to ' 
leave  a  sufficient  fund  for  the  pub- 
lic service  ;  and  that  their  opinion, 
on  this  point,  entirely  coincided 
with  that  of  his  majesty's  minis- 
ters; a  strong  argument  would  then, 
surely,  be  afforded,  that  the-mea- 
sure  which  the  necessity  of  the 
times  required,  on  the  part  of  the 
executive  administration,  it  was 
incumbent  on  the  legislature  to 
confirm  atid  enforce.  On  these 
grounds  he  moved,  that  a  secret 
committee  be  appointed  to  ascer- 
tain the  total  amount  of  the  out- 
standing demands  on  the  bank  of 
England,  and  likewise  of  the  funds 
for  discharging  the  same ;  and  that 
they  do  also  report  their  opinion 
of  the  necessity  of  piovidiog  for 
the  confirmation^  and  coiuinuance, 
"      of 
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of  the  measures  taken  in  pursuance 
of  tlie  nainute  of  council  on  the 
twenty-sixth  instant:  the  nootion 
being  read, 

Mr.  Fox  declared  bis  expecta- 
tion that  the  minister,  who  bad 
conducted  affairs  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  call  for  the  measure  now  pro- 
posed, would  not  have  been  con- 
tented to  pass,  so  slighHy^  over  tlie 
nature  of  the  present  crisis,  but 
would  have  thought  it  lucumbeiit 
on  bim>  at  legist,  to  give  spme  ge- 
neral statement  of  the  circum- 
stances which  had  led  to  that  situa- 
tion of  unparalleled,  and  unprece* 
dented  embarrassment,  in  which 
we  were  now  placrd.  Every  man, 
who  read  the  proclamation  of  coun- 
cil, must  have  been  struck  with  the 
reflection,  that  this  was  the  first 
time  that  a  measure  had  beeu 
adopted,  by  the  executive  govern- 
ment of  this  country,  to  prevent 
the  bank  from  answering  the  de- 
mands of  its  lawful  cr^itors  :  a 
measure  which,  he  contended, 
•woulddestroy  the  credit  of  the  bank. 
If  the  measure  was  indispensably 
required, from  the  pressing  exigen- 
cy of  the  country, and  the  imperious 
consideration  of  public  safety,  an 
act  of  parliament  was  surely  the 
only  proper  mode  of  effecting  the 
purpose.  The  house  of  coiiunon» 
was  that  particular  branch  of  the 
legislature  which  it  was  of  most 
essential  importance  si) ouid  be  con* 
suited  on  such  an  occasion.  The 
neglect  that  had  taken  place  in  this 
instance  was  of  the  most  mischiev- 
ous example.  The  king,  or  exe- 
cutive government,  by  the  present 
measure,  had  claimed  a  power  to 
annihilate,  by  one  breath,  all  the 
property   of   the  creditors  of  the 


bank.  It  might  be  said,  that  sach 
a  power  would  be  equally  danj^er- 
ous  in  any  branch  of  the  legisla- 
ture. But/  it  had  been  found,  by 
experience,  that  whenever  a  power 
of  tills  kind  had  been  confided  to 
a  senate,  or  to  a  large  body  of  men, 
it  had  been  better  preserved^  and 
had  presented  fewer  instances  of 
abuse,  than  in  those  situations  where 
the  case  was  othe^wi^«.  The  sta- 
bility of  credit  had  always  been 
better  maintained  in  republics,  than 
in  those  goveroments  where  it  de- 
pended merely  on  an  individual, 
or  on  a  small  body  of  men  only. 
With  regard  to  the  imponant'point 
intended  for  the  support  of  the 
bank,  namely,  that  the  public  were 
to  be  called  upon  to  guarantee  (he 
security  of  the  bank-notes,  ^r.  Fox 
alleged,  that  every  sanction  given 
by  the  public  to  the  credit  of  indi- 
viduals, though  for  a  time  it  might 
be  attended  with  some  advantage, 
would  ultimately  be  found  to  be 
injurious  and  destructive.  As  to 
the  secrecy  of  the  intended  com- 
mittee, he  sajd,  while  the  t:rcdit 
of  a  corporation  is  entire,  tUe  pub- 
lic have  no  right  to  pry  into  their 
secrets  :  btit,  when  once  a  failure 
has  taken  plnce,  or  a  slur  has  been 
thrown  upon  its  character,  the  best 
rerhedy,  if  the  state  of  its  affairs 
be,  indeed,  such  as  to  bear  a  fair 
scrutiny,  is^^to  bring  it  into  the 
utmost  publicity.  The  house,  he 
observer  d,  were  called  on  to.  decide 
on  the  merits  of  the  wlK>le  trans- 
action ;  and  that  it  was  necessary,  for 
enabling  them  lo  form  their  judge- 
ment on  thecase,thaLall  the  concerns 
of  the  bank  shovild  be  investigated. 
Let  me  beg  of  you  not  to  imitate 
the  blind  confidence  of  iha  lords  of 
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the  couiici1»  and  to  bestow  your  ap- 
probation on  the  mere  repreticntation 
of  the  necessity  of  the  measure,  but 
to  have  before  you  all  the  facts  and 
arguments  connected  with  the  trans- 
action, and  to  draw  your^conclusion 
from  the  result  ot  a  full  and  impar- 
tial investigation.    Without  these  it 
is  impossible  that  you  can  fairly  ab- 
solve him  from  the  imputation  of 
the  most  gross  misconduct.     And, 
under  the  pi-esent  circumstances,  I 
feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  consider  the 
chauccllor  of  the  exchequer  as  hav- 
ing violated   the  law  of  the  land, 
and  given  a  dangerous  blow  to  the 
national  ci-e3it.     The   necessity  of 
the  case  must,  indeed,  be  well  ascer- 
tained before  his  Conduct   can  be 
justified.   It  must  be  pi'oved  how  far 
he  had  the  means  of  knowing  the 
danger  that   tliieatened  the  pubhc 
senice,  and  how  far  his  information 
was  of  that   serious  and  alarming 
nature  to  demand  so  extraordinary 
a  precaution.     I  come  now  to  ano- 
ther point.      The  directors  of  the 
bank  often  told  the  minister  what  the 
effect  would  be  of  his  sending  such 
vust  sums  of  money  abroad.     They 
remonstrated  against  such  conduct. 
I  will  not  enter  upon  the  detail  of 
the  advice  that  was  given  to  him  ait 
these  times ;  but  we  all  know,  and 
now  fevl  the  effect  of  his  conduct ;  for 
he  sent  money  abroad,notonlyagainbt 
the  opinion,  and  in  defiance  of  the 
rtmonstraiices    of    the    bank,    but 
against  the  known  spirit,  and  palpa- 
bly aijaiiist  the  very   letter  of  tiie 
constitution.     Such  has   been  the 
conduct  of  the  chaHcellor  of  the  ex- 
chequer ;  and  1  do  say,  we  are  now 
called  upon,  by  the  duty  which  we 
owe  to  the  public,  to  give  no  farther 
crodit  to  that  minister  for  his^tatc- 
tnouts  in  any  public  affair  of  finance, 
and  more  especially  upon  the  sub- 


ject which  is*  now  before  us.  We 
have  for  a  long  time  had  a  eonfiding 
house  of  commons;  I  \\:ant  now  an 
inquiring  house  of  commons.  I 
say,  that  with  a  diHgent,  inquiring 
house  of  commons,  even  although  it 
should  be  an  indifferent  one,  with 
regard  to  talents,  and  with  a  minis- 
ter of  very  ordinary  capacity,  we 
shall  be  able  to  do  more  for  the  ser- 
vice of  the  people  of  this  country, 
than  a  house  of  commons  composed 
of  the  best  talents  that  ever  adorned 
any  senate,  and  a  minister  of  the 
first  abilities  would  be  able  to,  if 
that  house  should  implicitly  confide 
in  that  miMioter.  If,  therefore,  I 
have,  in  an  uniform  tone,  called  for 
inquiry,  and  the  house  has  been  as 
persevering,  as  certainly  it  hitherto 
has,  in  confiding,  it  is  not  wonderful 
that  we  are  in  our  present  condition, 
I  say,  that  without  inquiry  into  the 
cause  of  our  calamities,  the  public 
neither  will,  nor  ought  to  be  satis- 
fied. I  say,  farther,  that  the  house 
ought,  for  the  sake  of  its  credit 
with  the  public,  to  enter  into  a  full 
inquiry  upon  this  matter,  for  the 
authority  of  an  inquiring  is  much 
greater  than  ttiatof  a  confiding  house 
of  commons.  It  was  our  duty  to  re- 
trieve our  affairs,  but,  if  the  house 
perslsttd  in  confiding  in  ministers, 
our  ruin  v.'as  inevitable. 

Mr.  Hobhouse  was  afraid  that 
bank  paper  would  fall  into  ab  low  a 
conditioii  us  assignats  or  mandats. 
]  \c  was  of  opinion  that  nothing 
K.ss  than  a  fuil  and  complete  in- 
quiry would  answer  any  good  pur- 
pose. 

Sir  Joliji  Sinclair  refen*ed  to  the 
journals  in  the  year  1796  ;  from 
which  ii  appeared  that  there  had 
been  an  inquiry  into  ;he  affairs  of 
the  bank,  but  that  not  a  partial  one. 
In  consequence  of  the  good  effects  of 
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this  precedent,  he  could  not  help 
agreeing  with  Mr.  Fox,  that  it 
would  be  proper  to  pursue  the  strps 
of  the  committee  of  1796,  by  in- 
quiring not  oi.Iy  into  the  amount  of 
the  out-standing  engapemei^ts  cf  the 
bank,  hut  into  that  of  the  prop'Tty 
also.  Sir  John  hud  leanit,  from  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchi  quer,  that  it 
was  the  intention  of  government 
that  the  notes  of  the  bank  of  Eng- 
land should  be  received  from  indi- 
viduals by  the  public :  from  which 
circumstance,  if  the  notes  should 
fall  in  credit,  the  revenue  must  be 
diminished.  The  next  point  to  be 
considered  was,  whether  bank  notes 
were  to  be  considered  as  a  legal 
tender  from  the  public  to  the  indi- 
vidaal  ?  Unless  this  were  enacted  in- 
to a  law,  it  would  be  impossible  to 
carry  on  public  affairs,  for  there  was 
not  specie  enough  in  this  country  to 
pay  all  the  public  creditors.  The 
next  point  to  be  settled  was,  whe- 
ther bank-notes  should  be  considered 
as  a  legal  tender  from  one  individual 
to  another.  Unless  they  were  so,  he 
vvas  persuaded  that  one  half  of  the 
public  might  be  sent  to  jail  for  debt, 
and  that  the  other  half  would  after- 
wards become  bankrupts.  But,  the 
most  important  light  in  which  these 
things  should  be  considered  in  the 
aggregate,  was  the  efiVcc  which  the 
whole  would  have  on  foreigners.  It 
■would  alter  the  price  of  every  article 
purchased  from  foreigners  abroad  : 
it  would  affect  the  value  of  every 
article  exported  to  foreigners  from 
home.  It  would  shake  the  credit  of 
Great  Britain  in  the  farthest  parts 
of  Russia,  and  be  felt-  in  the  re- 
motest comers  of  the  earth.  He  la- 
mented that  earlier  measures  had  not 
been  taken  to  prevent  what  had 
happened,  especially  as  the  danger 
hiad  been  long  foreseen.     He  held 


in  his  hand  a  copy  of  a  letter  which 
he  had  written  to  the  directors  oi 
the  bank,  to  long  ago  as  the  15thci 
Sf^ptemher,  1795,  wherein  such  m<^- 
su res  were  proposed  as  probab'.v 
would  have  prevented  the  sad  nt- 
cesbity  to  which  they  were  now  re- 
duced. This  letter  suggested  the 
propriety  of  issuing  bank-notes  of 
2/.  and  3/.  value,  as  well  as  notes  of 
larger  sums,  that  should  not  be  im- 
mediately converted  into  specie. 
Since,  however,  the  directors  haJ 
not  chosen  to  adopt  any  preventivi* 
measures  of  that  kind,  he  trustcJ 
that  if  a  committee  should  be  ap- 
pointed, it  would  consist  of  able 
and  independent  men,  and  not  o^ 
persons,  who,  from  their  preju- 
dices, habits,  dr  connections,  wou' J 
wish  either  to  support  or  oppose  tlie 
present  administration. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  could  not  conceire 
the  justice  of  government  in  first 
making  the  bank  a  corporation  ot 
bankers,  and  afterwards  exonerating 
them  from  paying  the  money  de- 
posited in  their  hands.  The  part- 
nership between  the  government 
and  the  bank  was .  compulsive  and 
unjust,  as  being  **  a  partnership  of 
an  insolvent  government,  which  re- 
quired a  solvent  C(  mpany  to  bolster 
up  its  ruined  finances."  With  regard 
to  the  utility  of  a  secret  committee, 
he  would  much  rather  take  the  word 
cf  the  directors  of  the  bank,  as  to 
the  solidity  and  responsibility  oi 
their  funds,  than  the  report  of  ihc 
secret  committee,  who  had  only  the 
power  of  making  a  partial  inquiry. 

Lord  Wycombe  said,  that  if  the 
suspension  of  payment,  required  by 
the  privy  council,  was  intended  lo 
remove  a  pubhc  pressure  at  home, 
he  should  have  no  objection  to  ^' 
cede  to  it.  But  as  he  thought  all 
this  wab  intended  merely  to  covfi  a 
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design  of  sending  moDey  to  the  con- 
liiKnt,  to  carry  oq  the  war,  he  was 
bound  in  duty  to  give  it  bis  nega- 
lirc.  The  house  should  reflect  on 
the  evils  which  such  a  measure  as 
this  would  not  ^il  to  produce.  It 
would  lessen  the  value  of  the  paper 
currency  of  the  kingdom.  He  had 
scea  the  misery  which  that  had  pro- 
duced in  other  parts  of  the  Nvorld, 
by  raising  most  rapidly  the  price  of 
all  provisions,*  and  bringing  on  a 
train  of  evik  with  which  that  house 
vas  unacquainted. 

Mr.  Wilberforce  Bird,  who  re- 
presented a  manufacturing  town' 
bad  instructions  from  his  con- 
stitr.cnts,  to  inquire  what  method 
would  be  recommended  to  enable 
t!>era  tocarr}'on  tjjeir  business,  and 
to  answer  the  many  den^inds  to 
which  it  exposed  them.  A  rumour 
bad  gone  abroad,  that  it  was  the  in- 
tention of  the  bauk,  to  issue  small 
notes  of  one  or  two  guineas  each. 
He  was  exceedingly  solicitous  to 
know,  if  the  rumour  bad  any  founda- 
tion, as  such  an  expedient  would 
qaiet  the  alarnv  anirelieve  the  ma- 
nufacturers from  present  pressures. 

Mr.  Pitt  replied^  that  it  was  his 
intention,  before  the  house  separa- 
ted, to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in 
a  billy  which  might  be  carried 
through  both  houses  very  quickly, 
to  en^le  the  bank  to  issue  notes 
below  5h  value. 

Notes  of  this  kind  were  accord- 
ingly issaed  in  a  few  days.  They 
were  fonnd  to  aiford  very  great 
temporary  convenience ;  but  seem 
to  have  laid  a  foundation  for  many 
€Tih,  particularly  to  the  labouring 


and  other  classes  of  the  people,  as 
well  as  to  stipendiaries  of  all  kinds  j 
the  very  leisurely  advancement  of 
whose  wages  and  salaries  is  usu- 
ally very  disproportionate  to  the  ra- 
pid depreciation  in  the  value  of  the 
national  currency. 

Sir  Williaai  Pultney  obscr\'ed, 
that  in  171>3,  the  Newcastle  bank- 
ers had  dectarcwl,  as  now,  that  they 
must  stop  thepayment  of  their  notes 
in  cash,  under  the  pressure  of  tem- 
porary scarcity  ;  but  they  soon  ob- 
tained the  necessary  supply,  and 
went  on  again  as  before.  It  was 
notorious  to  every  body,  that  ibc 
bank  had  not  always  beside  llieni 
cash  for  all  tlieir  notes ;  for,  if  they 
had,  why  issue  notes  at  all  ?  How- 
ever, he  was  of  opinion,  tlmt  ihe 
causes,  which  had  contributed  to 
place  the  bank  in  its  present  situa- 
tion ought  to  be  known.  Tlmugh 
such  a  measure,  as  that  adopted  bv 
administration,  might  do  no  harm 
for  once,  yet  it  was  necessary  tf> 
prevent  it  in  future.  It  was  ccrtnin 
that  the  country  could  not  stand  if 
the  credit  of  the  bank  was  shaken  : 
it  was  therefore  necessary  to  prutect 
Jts  stability,  not  by  a  partial,  but 
full  and  particular  investigation  into 
the  causes  of  its  cmbarrassrarnts. 

Mr.  Hussey  s/id,  let  the  chancel- 
lor of  the  exchequer  pay  all  the  mo- 
ney advanced  by  the  bank,  and  the^r 
present  embarrassment  would  cea^e. 
Let  him  pay  the  ten  millions  due 
to  the  bank,  and  every  thing  would 
resume  its  usual  course. 

Mr,  Pitt,  perceiving  that  so'Tie 
suspicions  were  entertained  thnt  the 
measure  adopted  for  succouring  j)ub- 


•  At  the  moment  of  writing  this,  June  lo,  1 800,  the  quartern  whentcn  lotif  is  u.  ed 
and  all  other  provisions  and  necessaries  of  life  high  in  proportion.  1  lis  lordfthip':^  pr<:- 
iiicoon  bas  thus  been  miserably  verified. 
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lie  credit,  was  designed  to  be  per- 
manent^ assured  the  house,  that  no- 
thing could  be  farther  from  his  in- 
tention. However,  while  it  conti- 
nued, it  ought  to  have  the  sanction 
of  legislative  authority.  With  regard 
to  what  was  said  by  Mr.  Hussey, 
"  pay  the  bauk,  and  ali  will  be 
well,  *  it  was  founded  on  a  mistake  : 
for,  by  far  the  greater  part  of  the 
gum  due  to  the  bank,  was  floating 
advances  not  now  made  for  the  first 
time.  Nor  were  there  more  ad- 
vance^  now  outstanding  than  there 
had  been  before  on  many  occasions, 
prior  to  his  coming  into  ofHce. 

Mr.  Curwen,  Mr.  Brandling,  and 
Mr.  fiastard,  declared  their  oppo- 
sition to  a  secret  and  partial  in- 
quiry into  the  present  and  alarming 
situation  of  the  bank,  in  the  strong- 
est teims. 

Mr.  Sheridan  did  not  conceive 
the  measure  that  had  been  adopted 
for  its  relief,  as  a  temporary  expe- 
dient. He  foresaw  that  the  bank 
nevtr  would  be  able,  afterwards,  to 
defray  its  outstanding  engagements 
in  cash.  For,  how  was  it  possible 
they  could  ?  since  they  were  about 
to  issue  a  greater  quantity  of  paper, 
and  their  cash  was  seized  on  for  the 
public  service  ?  He  did  not  approve 
of  appointing  a  committee  to  in- 
quire into  the  affairs  of  the  bank^  as 
he  had  the  firmest  confidence  in  its 
solidity :  but  he  deemed  it  highly 
•expedient,  that  a  committee  should 
be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
grounds  on  which  the  order  of  the 
privy  council  had  been  given.  He 
was  unfriendly  to  a  committee  for 
inquiring  into  the  situation  of  the 
bank,  but  instead  of  oppsing  it 
would  move  an  amendment,  which 
consisted  in  an  additional  clause,  in- 
structing the  committee,  to  ''inquire 


into  the  causes  which  had  produced 
the  order  in  council,  dated  February 
26,  "  providing  for  the  confirma- 
tion and  continuance  of  the  mea- 
sure contained  in  the  order."    - 

Mr.  Dun  das  said,  that  the  amend- 
ment propos<;d  negatived  the  origi- 
nal motion.  While  Mr.  Sheridan 
professed  himself  averse  to  an  in- 
quiry, he  proposed  to  enlarge  it,  by 
adding  a  question  respecting  the 
causes  of  the  embargo  ;  which  were 
alleged  to  be  a  total  mismanagement 
in  every  department  of  finance. 
Thus  an  inquiry  into  every  circum- 
stance of  the  war,  from  its  com- 
mencement, would  be  set  on  foot, 
and  the  first  and  great  object  of  sa- 
tisfying the  public  wdtb  respect  to 
the  solvency  of  the  bank,  would  be 
delayed  till  the  state  of  the  nrition, 
in  every  particular,  could  be  ascer- 
tained. 

Mr.  Fox  considered  the  two 
questions  of  the  measures  to  be 
adopted,  and  the  cause  of  the  pre- 
sent situation  of  the  bank,  as  inse- 
parable. Until  the  house  were  ap- 
prized of  what  had  produced  the 
order  of  council,  relative  to  the 
disorder,  they  could  not  possibly 
know  iiow  to  apply  the  remedy* 

Mr.  Pitt  observed,  that  though 
the  motion  and  amendment  com- 
prized three  distinct  questions^  yet 
Mr.  Sheridan,  by  the  tenor  of  his 
speech,  had  objected  to  that  part 
of  the  motion  which  pressed  an  in- 
quiry into  the  state  of  the  hank. 
This  inquiry,  however,  he  wished 
to  be  made,  with  a  view  to  shew 
that  its  ultimate  resources  were 
solid.  And  this  he  considered  to 
be  the  more  necessary,  that  Mr. 
Fox,  at  the  same  time  that  be  had 
expressed  his  conviction  that  they 
were  so,  had  yet  stated  their  late 
conduct 
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tondact  a^  an  net  of  baiikrnptcy 
not  to  be  rctncxlied.  Wbcn  gentle- 
men cried  u^^  the  solidity  of  a  cor- 
porate body  in  one  breath,  and  in 
the  next  imputed  bankruptcy  to  it^ 
sn  iDqairy  became  necessary.  In 
order  to  establish  its  reputition>  for 
being  equal  to  the  dfscharge  of  all 
its  engagemerts.  Mr.  Fox  i eplied> 
that  he  had  not  applied  the  term 
of  bankruptcy  to  the  state  of  the 
hook,  bat  to  governoient,  to  which 
it  had  been  long  applicable.  On 
a  diTisioQ  of  the  house,  Mr.  She- 
ridan's amendment  was  rejected  by 
244agatn8t  85.  The  original  mo- 
tion was  then  carried  without  a 
dirisbn,  and  a  secret  committee 
chosen  by  ballot.* 

Mr.  Fox  then  moved,  "  That  it 
is  the' duty  of  this  house  to  inquire 
into  all  the  canses  that  have  pro-* 
duced  this  extraordinary  measure.'* 
This  resolution  beinz  agreed  to, 
Ur.  Fox  gave  notice  that  he  should 
on  Uic  next  day,  move  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  committee  to  th£t 
effect.  Accordingly,  on  the  next 
(iay.  Match  1st,  Mr.  Pox  moved, 
that  a  committee  be  appoinied  to 
inqoire  into  the  causes  which  bad 
produced  the  order  of  council. 
This  motion  was  seconded  by  gene- 
ral Wolpole,  and  supported  by  Mr. 
Sheridan,  Mr.  Grey,  Mr.  Cur  wen, 
and  Dr.  Laurence,  bntoppo^  by 
Mr.  Put,  on  the  ground  that  the 
coduniEtee,  already  appointed,  was 
oorapetent  to  every  purpose  of 
inquiry.  The  motion,  on  a  di- 
vision of  the  housc^  was  hit :    the 


votes  being,  for  it  53,  against  it 
144. 

A  secret  committee,  for  investi- 
gating the  ^aftairs  of  the  bank  of 
£ngland,    wa<;  also    appointed  ou 
the  second  o{  March,  by  the  house 
,  of  lords. f     On  the  sixth,  the  earl 
of  Chatham  lirought  up  the  report 
of  that  committee,   which   staled, 
that,  on  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  Fe- 
bruary last,  ther;i  was  a  surplus  of 
effects,  beloiiging  to  the  bank,  be- 
yond   the    total   of    th'?ir    debts, 
amountingtothe  sumof  3,o26.890i. 
exclusive  of  a  permanent  debt  of 
1 1  ,()()6,S00Z.  due  from  government; 
that  the  bank  of  England  hatl  lately 
experienced  an  universal  drain  of 
cash }  that  this  drain  was  owing  to 
demands  for  cash  from  the  coun- 
try, arising  from  lucal  alarms  of 
invasion;     demands  had  been,  of 
late,   progressively  increasing,  but 
particularly  in  the  last  week ;  and 
that  there    was    evsry    reason   to 
apprehend  that  these  demands,  and 
the  consequent  progressive  reduc- 
tion of  cash,  would  continue,   and 
even  increase;  insomuch,  that  there 
was.r^son   to  apprehend  that,    if 
it  were  to  cjnttiiue  in  the  same 
proportion,    the   bank  of  England 
would  be  deprived  of  the  means  of 
supplying  the  cash  which  mi^ht  be 
necessary  for  pressing  exigttncies  of 
public  service.     On  these  grounds 
the  committee  stated    it  as  their 
opinioii,  that  it  was  necessary  to 
continue  and    confirm    the  mea- 
sures already  taken,  for  sach  time, 
and   under  such  limitations,  as  to 


*The  memSers  chosen  for  this  com mktre  were,  sirJ^hn  Scott,  Isaac  Hawkins 
Brywnc,esq.  C.  Braffi^e,  esq.  John  Anderson,  esq.  John  Fane,  esq.  Thomas Grenville, 
«q.  William  Wjlbertorcc,  e^q,  William  Wilberf^^rcc  Bird,  esq.  Charles  Grey,  esq.  sir 
John  NTiifard,  William  Hussey,  esq.  William  Plamer,  esq.  Thomas  Powis,  esq.  John 
Btackbornc,  esq  Thomas  Berry  Branastonc,  csr;. 

fCoQiistin^  of  the  lords  Chatham,  Winchclsea,  Graham,  (duke  of  Montrose)  Hard- 
wickc,  Liverpool,  Sydney,  Grcnville,  tXssory,  and  dc  Dunsianville, 
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the  wisdom  of  parliament  might 
seem  expedient.* 

The  duke  of  Bedford  conterfded 
for  the  necessity  of  appointipg  a 
Select  committee,  in  order  to  in- 
quire into  the  causes  of  the  present 
^tnbarra98m6nt8.  He  had  an  objec-  . 
lion  to  a  secret  committee,  being 
of  opinion,  that^  in  order  to  restore 
the  confidence  of  the  natioA,  the 
greatest  publicity  oU^ht  to  be  given 
to- its  proceedings.  His  grace  there- 
fore moved,  "That  a t»e!ect  com- 
iniltee,  of  fifteen  peers,  be  appoint- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  causes  for  is- 
suing the  order  of  council  of  26th 
of  February  last." 

Lord  Grenville  differed  from  the 
noble  duke,  not  on  the  propriety 
of  an  inqutiy,  but  on  the  distinc- 
tion he  made  between  a  secret  and 
a  select  committee.  He  was  of 
opinion,  thdt  a  secret  committee  was 
preferal)le;  he  therefore  moved,  as 
an  amendment,  that  for  select,  the 
word  secret  should  be  substituted. 

The  duke  of  Norfolk  had  no 
objection  to  a  secret  committee, 
if  it  was  openly  appointed  :  but 
be  objected  to  the  mode  cf  choo- 
sing^ a  committee  by  ballot,  be- 
cause it  was  well  known  tliat 
such  committee^  were  chosen  by 
the  mii)tster*s  friends.  In  the  last 
committee,  there  were  no  fewer 
than  three  cabinet  ministers,  who 
were  the  very  persons  who  signed 
the  order  of  council  in  question, 
and  two  of  whom  were  rfenr  re- 
ktions  of  the  minister.  After  a 
Abort  conference,  that  ensued  be- 


tween the  duke  of  Bedford  and 
lord  Grenville,  his  lordship's  mo- 
tion was  agreed  to ;  on  which  he 
moved,  that  the  committee  be  cho- 
sen by  ballot. 

The  duke  of  Bedford  observed, 
that  it  was  notorious,  that  the  last 
committee  was  composed  of  those 
very  persons  whose  conduct  was 
implicated  in  the  inquiry ;  and 
shameful,  that  men  shoula  be  ap- 
pointed judges  6f  their  own  acts. 
He  was,  therefore,  of  opinion,  that 
the  committee  should  be  openly 
nominated  by  their  lordships,  and 
made  a  motion  to  that  effect.  But, 
on  a  division  of  the  house,  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  committee  by  bal- 
lot was  carried,  f 

The  report  of  this  committee 
was  taken  into  consideration,  in  the 
house  of  peers,  on  the  iWtccnth  of 
May.  The  duke  of  Bedford  said, 
when  hi  first  read  the  order  of 
council,  ascribing  the  drain  of  casb 
from  the  bank  to  unfounded  alarms 
of  invasion,  he  doobted  the  truth 
of  the  allegation.  But  when  ha 
found  that  a  committee,  appointed 
by  ballot  to  inquire  into  the  cir- 
cumstances which  rend^ed  that 
order  neces-sary,  was  composed  not 
only  of  the  Jealous  supporters  of 
administration. but  6f  members  of 
thut  very  cabiiTCt  on  whose  conduct 
they  were  appointed  to  decide,  his 
doubtswereconfirmed.  He  therefore 
thought  it  his  duty  tomorve  for  ano- 
thercommittee,  with  more  extended 
powers  than  the  former,  which  was 
agreed  to.    But  the  commiltefe,   as 


»  The  wbolc  of  the  report,  from  Vhich'ihcse  i>articulars  arc  extracted,  will  be  found 
in  the  Chronicle,  in  this  volume,  paj^cOfl. 

t  These  arc  the  names  of  Uic  coiiliiiiftcc-  c  host  n.    The  lord  president,  [earl  of  Chat- 
baTn,]thoduVrrf  Btcfford,  the  earl  oflArl-y,  ihccjnl  of  V\Vstnjoi'and,thccarl  of  Wia-   j 
Chelsea,   lord  Graham,  [Duke  ot"  Moniro.c,"'  th.-  rjr!  vt  Guildfuri!,  the  carl  of  Har'l-  l 
wicke,  the  earl.  Baihursr,jhc  cart  ot"  l.ivcrpool,  loid  bydney,  ltti:i  Korancy,  lord  A\i<  k- 
iand,  lord  G\Y>dcr,  arjd  !(Jrd  de  Dunstuiiv:lV. 
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hdht99  was  composed  alinoBtentirety 
of  dioir  awn  supporters,  with  a  due 
|iroportion  of  me  members  of  the 
cabinet.  He  was  disposed  to  doubt 
Ihe  matter  contained  in  the  order 
of  coonciiy  fh>m  the  beginning  3 
and  these  doubts  were  confirmed 
^j  an  investigration  of  the  report  of 
the  committee.  On  the  correspon- 
dence which  had  taken  place  be- 
tween the  bank-directors  and  the 
efaaocellor  of  the  exchequer^  he 
laeaot  to  peopoae  orrta'm  reaolu)- 
tioDi ;  of  which  he  proceeded  to 
state  the  sabstancek.  His  grace  went 
tbmoYSgh  the  difiennit  parts  of  the 
correapondenoe,  and'pavticalarly  ad- 
verted to  ibe  cesokitiaii  of  the  court 
of  diieetors  of  the  eleventh  of  Feb- 
ruary, i796»  and  Mn  Pitt's  answer 
to  it,  in  which  he  praroisea  neither 
to  nWke  any  further  loan,  nor  ad- 
vancea  to  the  emperor,  without  pre- 
viously coosultiz^  the  bank  $  while, 
at  the  very  moment,  he  was  sending 
oioney  to  his  Imperial  majesty. 
After  reprobating  the  conduct  of 
administration^  in  tbeseverest  tenns^ ' 
aisd  describing  ministers  as  the  de- 
apoilers  of  our  tbrtunes !  oppressors 
of  the  poor !  and  plonderers  oi  the 
nch  !  he  move<^  the  first  of  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions : 

I*  That  it  appears  to  this  house, 
that,  subsequent  to  the  month  of 
Jane,  1/95,  and  during  the  year  of 
1796,  a  gilsat  diminution  was  ex- 
perieoced  in  the  specie  of  the  bank 
of  England. 

XL  That  it  appears  to  this  house, 
that  the  governor,  and  deputy-go- 
vernor/ of  the  bank,  did,  at  various 
tiiTiea,  repreaoit  to  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer,  the  danger  to  the 
bank  from  the  diminution  of  Its 
specie,  particularly  at  the  following 
periods  :  (amonntingto  twelve,  and 
which  were  particulaiiy  specified). 


III.  That  it  appears,  that,  diarinff 
these  periods,  the  directors  of  th« 
bank  trequenily  rembnstratecf  with 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchoquer^ 
on  the  magnitude  of  their  advances 
to  government,  anxiously  requiring 
payment,  or  a  considerable  reduc- 
tion of  the  same;  but  that, never- 
theless, the  chancellor  of  the  ex* 
chequer  not  only  neglected  to  com- 
ply with  the  object  -of  tiiese  re- 
monstrances, but,  usually;  under 
pretence  of  the  nee^k^i^'  of  the 
publiff.servioe,  renewed  his  demandi 
for  farther  aid;  and  tW,  u>i(ferthcl 
e&igency  of  th($  case^  £te  -^litea:  to 
them  by  the  chancelloir  of  the  ex- 
chequer, the  directors  of  the  bank 
were,  from  time  to  time,  induced 
to  consent  to  6rther  accommoda- 
tion. 

-  IV.  That  it  appear^  thit  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  fre- 
quently solicited  SQcb  farther  ao 
comroodation,  in  the  itiost  anxious 
and  pressing  terms  3  -declaring,  that 
it  was  impossible  to  avoid  the  mosf 
prions  embarrassment  to  the  public 
service,  unless  the  directors  of  the 
bank  afforded  the  assistance  he  re- 
quired. 

V.  That  it  appears,  that,  although 
by  these  means  the  directors  of  the 
bank  were  induced  to  comply  with 
his  demands,  they  generally  ex- 
pressed their  reluctance  in  strong 
language  j  and,  that  they,  at  last, 
that  is  10  say,  on  the  twenty-eighth 
of  July,  1796,  tliou-ht  it  necessary, 
for  thcirown justification,  to  request 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  to 
lay  before  his  maje4y's  cabinet  their 
most  solemn  and  serious  remon^ 
strance  :  in  which  they  declare, 
that,  "sensible  of  the  alarming 
and  dangerous  state  of  public  cre- 
dit, nothing  could  induce  them  to 
comply  with  the  demand  then  madte 

[O  2]  Hpon 
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\ifon  them  but  the  dread  of  tKeir 
refusal  might  be  productive  of  great* 
er  evil." 

VI.  That  it  appears,  that,  during 
the  abQve  pericxl,  a  conifiderahle 
portion  of  the  bank,  advances  was 
occasioned  by  payroenti  of  bilis  of 
exchange  drawn  on  ihe  treasury 
from  abroad. 

VIL  That  it  appears,  that  it  had 
seldom  been  ti.^:;  cubtom  of  the  bank 
of  England^  to.  advance,  on.  the  ac- 
count of  0ach  billii,  more  than  from 
2O,00C/,  to  30,(XX:/.  and  that,  even 
during  the"  American  war,  such 
bills  never  exceeded,  at  any  one 
time,  ihf^  sqin  of  150.0CO/.  -,  the 
wisdom  of  ou r  a  ncesi6rs  h a v  i  ng  tore- 
seen»aiid  provided  against  the  mia* 
chief  of  ^  sipiiJar  advances,  by  a 
clause,  in  an  act  pa<t^ed  in  the  iifih 
year  of  Wiijiam  and  Mary,  by  which 
the  governor  and  > company  of  the 
bai)k  of  England  were  restrained 
fromadvahcipg  any  sums  of  moncy^ 
jother  than  on  such  funds  on  which 
"a  credit  is  granted  by  parliament.' 

VIII.  That  it  appears,  that,  from 
and  after  the  year  179^.  at  which 
time  an  act  of  parliament  pas-icd, 
containing  a  clause,  by  which  the 
directors  of  the  bank  arc  indemni- 
fied for  the  advano  s  thoy  had  n^ade 
put  of  the  bills  drawn  from  abroad, 
and  exem()ted  in  future  from  ihe 
penalties  of  the  said  aci  of  Wiilliim 
and  Mary  respecting  such  advances 
to  government,. tlic  .'uiwinit  of  irea- 
fiury-bills  paid  at  the  bank  con- 
tinued progressively  to  increase  ; 
and  that  between  the  liibt  of  Jjhui- 
ary,  17()5,  and  the  tweiUy-tiftii  of 
Ptbruary,  1797,  sums>tatheanionnt 
of  upwards  of  J5,(X,0,C00/.  were, 
at  different  periods;  advanced  to 
government,  upon  this  head. 

IX.  That  it  appears,  tJiat  the  di- 
rectors of  the  bank  did,   at  various 


times,  during  the  yean  1705,  179^. 
and  1 797,  apply  to  the  chaocellor 
of  the  exchequer  for  repaymem  of 
mch  advances,  and  represented  to 
him.  the  ruinous  consequences ,  to 
themselves  and  to  the  public,  of 
continuing  the  system  of  making 
tkeasury-bilU  payable  at  the  bank  5 
and  that  they  even  declared,  I  bey 
conceived  it  to  be  ''  an  unoonstho- 
tional  mode  of  raibing  money,  and 
what  they  were  not  wananted  by 
theii:  charter  to  conaent  to/' 

X.  That  it  appears  that  the  chan- 
cellor  of  the  exchequer  did,  at  vari- 
ous times,  in  that  period,  endertake 
to  reduce  the  advances  on  that  head, 
within  the«umof500/X)0i.  andlike- 
wise  so  to  arrange  his  payments  as  to 
put  an  end  to  the  account,  but  that 
nevertheless,  the  said  promises  never 
were  kept  by  him,  and  that  the  ad- 
vances on  treasury  bills,  on  the  28th  | 
of  February,  1797i  amounted  to 
1,619,0*9/. 

XL  1  hat  it  appears  to  this  faotise, 
that  foreign  remittances  to  a  much 
•larger  amount  than  ever  were 
known  in  the  most  expensive  wars, 
in  which  this  country  has  been  in- 
volved, hav>2  taken  place  since  the 
yjear  1703. 

Xil.  That  the  extent  of  such  re- 
mittances, occasioned,  at  so  early  a 
period  ns  the  end  ©fthe  year  1794, 
and  tin-  beginning  oft  he  \  ear  JTp.**, 
great  alarms  in  the  minds  of  the  dis 
recto p,  which  they  had  at  various 
periods  tumniunici'.ted  to  the  cbans 
cellor  of  the  exchequer,  and- that 
or.  the  third  of  December,  1795, 
the  court  oi  directors,  linder  the  ap- 
preheii.MJoti  that  tt  was  intended  to 
gram  a  farther  loan  to  the  emperor, 
came  to  a  resolutron,  by  which  they 
declare  their  unanimous  opinion,  1 
that,  should  such  a  loan  take  place. 
It  would  be  «  most  fatal  iu  its  con« 
sequences 
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ieqaences  to  the  baiii(  of  England." 
That  they  oomnfunicated  such  re- 
flolatioa  to  the  chancellor  of  the  ex- 
chequer^ who  asftured  them,  *'ht; 
should  lay  aside  all  thoughts  of  it, 
unless  the  situation  of  things,  rela* 
tive  to  the  bank,  should  so  alter  as 
to  render  such  a  loan  of  no  inipor* 
lance  or  inconv6nience  lo  them.*' 

XII L  That  m  the  5th  of  Fe- 
liTuary,  1796,  thecbaoceUor  of  the 
excbeqiMr,  after  stating,  m  conver- 
sation with  the  governor  and  depu- 
tation from  the  bank  of  £ngland, 
bis  opiRioo  of  the  necessity  of  the 
farth^  assisting  the  emperor,  pro- 
mised to  take  no  steps  in  that  bUsi- 
oessy  without  previously  communi- 
cattne  to  them  his  intention . 

XIV.  That  on  the  11th  of  Fe- 
hnmry,  lygfi,  the  directors  of  the 
bank  passed  unanimously  the  tbl« 
lowing  resolutions : 


That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
court,  founded  OD  the  experience  of 
the  efkcH  of  the  late  Imperial  loan, 
that  if  any  other  loan  or  advance  of 
money  to  the  emperor,  or  to  any 
other  foreign  state,  should,  in  the 
present  state  of  affairs,  take  place, 
it  will,  in  ail  probability,  prove  fatal 
to  the  bank  of  England. 

The  court  of  directors,  therefore, 
do  oQost  earnestly  deprecate  the 
adoption  of  any  such  measure,  and 
they  solemnly  protest  against  any  re- 
sponsibility for  thecalamitous  conse- 
quences that  may  follow  thereupon/ ' 

To  which  resolution,  when  com- 
municated to  him,  the  chaocellorof 
the  exchequer  ^turned  for  answer, 
"  That,  after  the  repeated  intima- 
tion which  he  had  given  to  the  go- 
vernor, &c.  of  the  bank,  tliat  im  far- 
ther loan  to  th^  emperor  would  be 
lesoWed  on,  without  previous  coro- 
manicatioa  with  the  bank,  he  did 


not  see  any  reason  for  these  resolu- 
tions 5  that  he  did  niippose  they  were 
adopted  in  a  moment  of  alarm, 
and  that  he  should  consider  them 
in  that  light." 

XV*  That,  both  from  the  general 
tenor  of  the  said  answer,  and  from 
its  paiticutar  reference  to  the  sub- 
stance and  matter  of  the  resolutions 
then  communicated  to  him » he  gave 
the  governors,  &c.  of  the  bank  to 
understand,  that  he  was  bounid  by 
promise  to  them  to  nejgociate  no 
loan  for  the  service  of  his  Imperial, 
majesty,  nortomake  any  remittance 
either  lo  his  said  Imperial  mc^esty, 
or  any  foreign  prince,  under  any 
pretence  whutso.vcr,  without  pr6- 
viously  communicating  sudi  his  in- 
teoiion  to  th.* bankof  England}  tjiat'  ^ 
the  directors  so  understood  hinii,and 
that,  impressed  with  that  belief,  they 
abstained  from  niaking  an^  farther 
remonstrances  on  this  subject, 

XVi.  That,  nevertheless,  the 
chancellor  of  the  c;xchequer,  for 
some  time  prior  to  February  Uy 
1 79(),clande8tiiiely  remitted,3nddid 
for  several  months  snbsequent  clan« 
destinely  remit,  his  said  Imperial 
majesty,  and  other  foreign  princes, 
large  sums  of  money, in  defiance  of 
his  repeated  promises,  and  in  viola- 
tion of  his  solemn  engagement  with 
the  bank  of  England,  and  conse- 
quent upon  their  own  resolution  of 
the  1  Uh  of  February. 

XVII.  That  it  appears,'  that  if 
the  said  advances  of  the,  bank  to 
government  had  been  paid  otf  when 
required,  or  considerably  reduced, 
the  bank  Would  have  been  enabled 
to  reduce,  if  expedient^  the  amount 
of  its  outstanding  notes ;  and  thsrt 
snch  option  would  have  been  of  es- 
sential service  to  its  interests. 

XVIII.  That  it  api^ears  from  the 
evidence  of  the  govtrnor  and  dc- 
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puty-poTcrnor  of-  the  bank>  tliat  if 
ifae  said  advaoces  had  been  paid  off 
when  required,  or  considerably  re- 
duoed,  the  bank  would  hare  been 
enabled  to  give  more  extended  aid 
to  the  mercantile  interest  of  Great 
Britain,  in  the  way  of  discbuut. 

XIX.  That  it  appears,  that  if  the 
advances  on  treasury^biUs'had  been 
paid  off  when  required*  Wii  as  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  had' 
promised^  and  the  foreign  remittan- 
ces  ahstaincd  from,  as  the  chanceUor 
of  the  exchequer  had  likewise  pro- 
mised >  there  would  have  existed  no 
necessity  for  suspending  thp  due  and 
cyrdiiiary  course  of  the  bank  pay- 
ments in  cash. 

XX.  That  it  appears  to  this 
bouse,  upon  an  attentive  examina- 
tion of  the  evidence  reported  by 
the  tecret  committee^  upon  a  mi- 
imtte  perusal  df  the  correspondence 
between  the  governor  and  directors 
of  the  bank  of  England,  and  the 
chancellor  of  the  exch^^quer,  during 
tlie  years  1795,  1796,  and  1797  ; 
apd  after  a  thorough.review  of  the 
tvchele  circunistaiTces  of  the  case, 
that  the  neglect  of  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer,  in  discharging  or  suf^ 
inriently  diminishing  the  amount.of 
the  sums  advanced  to  goveniment, 
l)y  thd  bank  of  England,  his  perse- 
verance in  directing  treasury-bills  of 
exchange,  to  an  amonut  unexam- 
pled, to  be*paid  at  the  baqk,his  fre- 
quent promises,  and  constant  breach 
pf  those  promise*,  to  reduce  their 
amount  within  the  sum  of  500,000/. 
and  that  the  enormous  amount  of 
his  remittances  to  foreign  princes, 
19  loans  and  subsidies,  were  the 
pcincipal  and  leading  causes  which 
produced  the  necessity  for  the  order 
of  council  on  the  26th  af  February 
last. 

The  constitution  of  the  com^ 


mittecV  objected'  to  by  the  duke  of 
Bedford,  was  justified  by  the  earl  of 
Liverpool,  from  the  propriety  and* 
necessity  of  their  having,  on  all 
faandt^  and  in  every  view,  ^  fullest 
infonnation,  and  praised  th^ir  con- 
duct as  the  most  impartial  and  can- 
did. The  chancellor  of  the  exche» 
quer,  a^irot  whom  a  great  par(  of- 
the  noble  duke's  charge  Was  perBo- 
naUy  directed,  had  been  examined 
upon  oath,  before  the  comiQittec  i 
the  first  instance  in  whioh  a  pfl^rtv 
accused,  was  desired  to  gj»e  evi- 
dence against  himself,  in  anyoourt* 
or  before  an^r  magistrate.  With  re- 
gard to  the  capital  point  of  discufr* 
sion,  the  effect  of  the  advances  to 
the  emperor,  from  the  state  of  the 
exports  and  imports,  and  every  other 
criterion  of  prosperity,  theve  was 
no  reason  to  believe^  thist  t  remvt- 
tarice,  to  double  the  amount  ttk^l:  ha<t 
taken  place  during  the  present  war, 
could,  in  the  increased  wealth  and 
commerce,  andincreasingibalanoeof 
trade  in  our  favour,  hav«  been  fc^^ 
lowed  by  such  consequenqesas  had 
been  .  ascribed  to  that  measure  : 
which,  iqitself^was  wise  and  t^xpedi* 
ent.  To  empk»y  the  enemy's  arms 
abroad  foe  the  security  of  thi8C0Ufi<« 
try,  had  ever  been  considered  as  our 
true  policy >  by  the  greatest  minis- 
ters who  oad  guided  the  af{airs  of 
this. CO lui try:  Lord Godolphiu, Mr. 
Pciham,  and  the  immorul  father  of 
the  chancellorof  the  exchequer,  the 
late  lord  Chathaip,  Were  it  neces- 
sary to  illustrate  the  position,  that  it 
was  in  this  maniier,  by  stretching 
out  the  arm  of  its  poy^er,  and  keep*' 
ing  the  battle  far  from  their  own 
gates,  that  the  English  always  had, 
and  still  might  wage  war  with  the 
greatest  glory  and  success,  he  might 
appeal  to  the  writings  o£  a  candid 
^d  impaxrtialy  as  weUassohdaud 
penetrating 
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P«»ctaitiiig  observer^  thie  great 
MoDtesqoien.  A  great  part  of  the 
cause,  to  which  the  stoppage  and 
consequent  distress '  were  to  be 
ascribed,  was  the  increased  demand 
for  discoants.  fn  time  of  peace, 
wbeo  mcne)'  could  be  obtained  for 
less  ehan  5  per  cent,  people  were 
ift'iJling  to  lay  out  their  cai>ital  in 
discounts:  but  when  12  per  cent. 
coold  be  made  of  the  money  which, 
by  discounts,  produced  only  5  per 
cent,  the  tBOoptatton  to  employ  it  in 
*ome  other  manner  could  easily  be 
conceived.  The  present  evil  was, 
also,  to  He  imputed  in  a  great  mea-  . 
s are  to  a!arm .  Conn  tn'  ban^-notes 
were  the  chief  circulating  medhim 
in  the  country,  and  these,  in  the 
course  of  alarms  of  invasions,  pro- 
duced a  run  upon  the  bank  of  Eng- 
land, the  receiver  of  the  cash  of  the 
khigdom.  The  public  circulation 
of  the  kingdom  w^s  about  thirty- 
four  miinons,  and  it  was .  not  to  be 
expected  that  cash  to  the  amount  of 
eleven  milHons,  which  vv^b  the 
dmonnt  of  bank-gotes,  was  con- 
stantly to  be  kept  in  the  bank.  To 
iropme  the  stoppage  to  the  gradual 
advances  made  to  the  emperor,  upon 
the  immense  circulation  of  this . 
country,  was  altogether  absurd. 
The  great  capital  lately  laid  out  in 
canals,*  inclosures,  and  other  im- 


provementu,  proved  at  once  tlic  oxv 
tent  of  the  commerce  and  the  wealth 
of  the  country,  and  shewed  how 
such  operations  might,  in  times'  oi 
embarrassment,  press  upon  tht  ge- 
neral circulation  of  the  country.* 
Upon  all  these  gtx)\inds  he  ^ooidi 
move  the  previous  question. 

The  earl  of  Kinnoul  artribiited 
much  of  the  evil>  that  had  of  late  b«- 
^11  en  us^  to  an  increased  spirit  of 
enterprize  and  speculation :  any* 
failures  in  which  were,  of  neceisityv 
accompanied  with  temporary  em^ 
barrassments.  .     . 

The  earl  of  Guildford  thought 
that  the  bank  might  have  bden  efh<« 
abled  to  go  on  :  or,  fhat  if  obliged > 
at  last,  to  stop,  that  it  would  have 
been  b:rtter  to  shew  to  the  pub^ 
lie  that  its  stoppage  arose  ^om 
its  own  want  of  cash,  than  its  bdtig 
proved  that  this  event  arose  from 
the  wants  of  government.  Thi 
bank  had  repeatedly  demanded  of 
government  repjiyment  of  th«r  ad- 
vances. It  was  one  of  the  resources 
to  which  they  had  trusted  ^  ez« 
traction  from  their  eftibarrassments; 
They  would  have  been  enabled  to 
go  on  if  ihey  had  not  been  deceived 
by  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer. 
The  carl  of  Guildford  was  tbllowed 
in  this  debate  by  lord  Auckland,  the 
duke    of  Leeds,    and  lord  Gren- 


*  It  aeenu  to  be  the  duty  of  the  annalist  to  embrace  any  natural  opportunity  thac 
may  occur,  of  recording  proofs  and  examples  of  industry  aod  cnterpr^e,  dircqtcd  to  the 
best  ends  :  an  union  of  private  a<!vantaj^e  with  public  benefit.  Such  proofs  and  exam.- 
ples  ace  to  be  ftniad,  toa  greater  extent,  in  the  history  of  canaU,  in  this  country  than, 
'  perhaps,  in  any  other  species  of  advaitures.  Roads  and  canals  are  the  arteries  and 
veins  of  political  society,  which  difluse  life  and  vigour  throughout  the  whole  body  ; 
and  add  to  the  sacisfsiction  of  the  proprietor,  the  enlarged  complacency  of  the  patriot. 
7  he  advantages  of  canals  are  particularly  illustrated,  by  the  prosperity  diffused  by  the 
canals,  for  which  we  are  chiefly  indebted  to  the  marquis  of  St^iflforu  and  to  Sir  Ed- 
ward Littleton,  of  Tedde%h:.y>  bait,  through  the  county  of  Sttfaord  ;  and  of  which  the 
shares  becomecvcry  day  niDfeand  more  pioductive.  It  appears  that  a  vessel  o('25  ton, 
can  be  drawn  on  a  canal  by  a  ^ogle  horse,  of  inferior  quahry,  and  whobc  l:ibpur  is 
equivalent  to  that  Of  forty  of  the  best  draught  horses :  so  that  the  saving,. in  cxpencet 
and  proT9ious  is  immense 
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▼ille,  in  opposition  lo  the  resolutions 
mdved  by  the  duke  of  Bedford : 
but  oolhiog  new,  of  any  importance* 
%aft  added  to  what  bad  been  urged 
l>y  lord  Hawkesbury.  The  previ- 
ous question  being  put,  on  each  of  the 
vespliUions,  was  carried.  We  now  re- 
turn to  the  proceedings  of  the  house 
of  commons  on  the  same  subject. 

On  the  3d  of  March,  Mr«  Bram- 
stone  brought  up  the  ftrst  report  of 
the  committee  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  state  of  the  bank,  which 
waSf  in  substance,  the  same  with  that 
of  the  committee  of  Lords.*  On 
the  7th  of  March,  Mr.  Bramstone 
brought  up  the  second  report  of  the 
committee^  stating  it  to  be  their  opi« 
nion,  also  agreeably  to  that  of  rhe 
committee  of  lords,  ''  that  it  was 
necessary  to  provide  for  the  con« 
tifiuance  and  confirmation  for  a 
limited  time^  of  the  order  in  council, 
and  submitting  to  the  wisdom  of 
parliament  to. determine  the  time 
ibr  which  90ch  order  should  be  con- 
tinued." The  two  reports  were 
taken  into  consideration,  by  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  house,  on  the 
gth'  of  March.  But,  previously  to 
the  reading  of  the  order  of  the  day, 
Mr.  Sheridan  said  that,  according  to 
the  report'  of  the  committee,  go- 
vernment was'icdebted  to  the  bank, 
in  various  sums,  independent  of 
eleven  millionf,  which  the  com- 
mittee reckoned  as  forming  so  much 
of  the  Capital  .stock  of  the  bank : 
when,  in  fact,  :hat  eleven  millions 
was  no  debt  at  all.  Instead  of  be- 
ing included  in  the  capital  stock  of 
the  bank,  as  a  debt/  it  should  have 
been  reckoned  as  an   annuity  of 


330,000/.  per  annum,  being  the 
stiptilated  interest  for  the  other,  du- 
ring a  certain  term  of  years. — ^Thc 
order  of  the  day  being  read^ 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
rose  to  make  some  observations  on 
I  he  two  reports.  Wi  th  regard  to  the 
first,  which  related  to  the  finances  uf 
the  bank,  he  observed  that,  from  the 
moment  of  its  being  made  public, 
there  appeared  an  almost  geDcral 
persuasion  of  their  ultimate  solidity 
and  sufficiency.  But  there  was  ano- 
ther source  from  which  he  drew  his 
conviction  of  the  prosperous  state  of 
the  bank,  'ihe  merchants  and 
bankers  of  London  had  shewn  the 
solidity  of  the  bank,  by  agreeing  to 
support  its  credit,  in  tlie  acceptance, 
for  a  time,  of  their  paper,  instead  of 
specie.  As  to  what  had  been  al- 
leged by  Mr*  Sheridan,  the  ques- 
tion was  not  whether  the  bank  con- 
tained actual  specie  for  all  the  de- 
mands which  might  be  made  upon 
them,  but  whether  they  had  goods 
due  to  them,  or  property  of  any  de» 
scription  which  might  be  finally 
available  to  then!  in  the  liquidation 
of  the  debts  owing  to  the  public. 
It  appeared,  upon  the  report,  rhat 
the  bank  was  rich,  was  possessed  of 
substance,  far  exceeding  the  de- 
mands of  the  public,  and  that  the 
individuals  composing  the  corpora- 
tion would  have  a  far  gi  eater  sum 
to  divide,  if  a  division  of  property 
was  to  take  place,  than  they  had  ori- 
ginally embarked  -,  and  therefore 
'  their  security  was  ultimately  good. 
With  respect  to  the  second  report, 
it  was  his  inteniion  to  refer  to  the 
committee,  powers  to  enable  theni 


•  The  amount  of  the  dnntnd  on  the  btnk  was    '  ..^        .  * 

Assets,  not  exclusive  of  the  sum  of  u,(J80,8oo/.  of  permanent  debt^ 
due  by  government,  amouir.ed  to  .  . 

Sotliattbere  was  a  surplus  of  *  • 


£,  13,770,090 

27,5i#7.'i8o 
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to  enter  into  the  esunnination  and 
difictutsHHi  of  cvciy  circumstance 
which  might  be  sapposed^  in  any  re* 
I     specij  deranged  the  ordinary  chan- 
nel through  which  liie  finances  and 
researces  of  the  coimrry  flowed^  and 
to  ascertain,  not  merely  what  re* 
lated  to  the  bank>  bat  what  was  the 
real  and  undisguised  situation  of  the 
coontxy.      He  moved,  then«    for 
"  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  cc>ntinue 
and  confirm,  €ot  a  limited  time,  the 
restriction  against  the  issuing  of  mo- 
ney in  specie  by  the  bank  of  Eng* 
land.**  This  bill,  the  chaqcellor  of 
the  exchequer  brought  up  again,  on 
the  13th  of  March,  under   the  title 
of  *'  A  bill  for  enabling  the  bank  of 
England  to  issue  notes  in  payment 
of  demands  upon  them,  instead  of 
cash,  pursuant  to  the  late  order  of 
council  to  that  effect  :'*  the  bill  was 
read  a  first  time*  and  ordered  to  be 
primed.    It  was  taken  into  consi- 
deration  by  a  committee  of  the 
whole  house  on  the  22d  of  March, . 
and  in  a  farther  committee  on  the 
24th  of  March.    When  the  clause 
which  provided  for  the  payment  of 
the  army  and  navy,  in  specie,  came 
under  discussion,  Mr.  Fox  granted 
that  their  claims  upon  the  public 
were  great,  but  contended  that  the 
claims  of  tlie  public  creditor  were 
atleastequklly  so. 

Mr.  Whitbread  saw  a  good  reason 
why  the  navy  should  be  paid  in  spe- 
cie :  but  why  the  soldier  should  be 
paid  in  cash^  when  the  day-labourer 
and  wof  king  artificer  were  to  be 
paid  in  paper,  he  could  not  compre- 
hend, unless  ministers  preferred 
paying  men  with  arms  in  their 
h^s,  in  order  to  call  on  them  to  si- 
knee  the  murmurs  of  those  who 
were  disarmed.  But  the  clause,  after 
a  few  words  from  thexhancellor  of 
the  exchequer,  W9S  agreed,  to. 


The  zeport  of  the  committee  of 

the  bank-bill  was  brought  up  oh  the 
27th  of  March;  when  Mr.  Pitt  pro^ 
posed  a  clause  » '*  providing  that 
bank-notes  should  be  received  ia 
payment,  by  the  collectors  in  every 
branch  of  the  revenue,  during  the 
restriction  tm  the  hank  from  issu^ 
ing  payments  in  ca&h,V  which  was 
agreed  to.  Ho  then  'proposed  ano- 
ther cla^se  of  great  importance,  the 
substance  of  which  was,  **  tHat  if 
any  man  offered  a  bank  note,  in  pay- 
ment of  any  demand^  that  ofifer 
should  do  away  the  efiect  of  a  per- 
sonal arrest  in  the  first  instance/'. 
Th.e  clause  did  not  go  the  length  of 
making  bank-notes  a  legal  tender, 
nor  to  uke  away  the  power  of  the 
creditor  to  pursue,  in  course  of  le-p 
gal  process,  means  to  obtain  pay- 
ment of  his  demand  in  cash  ;  hut  it 
hindered  him  from  proceeding  to  an 
arrest  in  the  first  instance  i  it  saved 
the  iiicouveniency  of  giving  bail  to 
an  acLiou.  The  condition  ol*  the 
creditor  by  the  clause  was  this,  tliat 
the  bank-note  stood  as  a  sepurity 
for  his  demand,  until  he  should,  ia 
a  due  course  of  law,  obtain  his  judg- 
ment. This  article  being  agreed  to, 
Mr.  Fox  moved  ^*  That  it  shall  not 
be  lawful  for  die  bank  to  issue  any 
cash  to  government,  by  way  of 
loan  to  any  foreign  power,  pending 
the  operation  of  the  restriction  laid 
on  the  bank,  by  the  late  minute  of 
council.*' 

The  chancellor  of  thce&chequer 
said,  that  he  bad  no  objectipn  to  tlie 
principle  of  the  clause,  but  that  he 
thought  there  should  be  some  ex-  . 
ception  introduced  into  it,  confer- 
ring power  of  issuing  money  to  a 
limited  amount,  such  as  6uO,000/, 
and  that  only  on  the  credit  ot  ex- 
chequer-bill ,  already  authorized  by 
a  vole  of  parliamenU    The  clause^ 
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with  fbis  cxtept\pt),  was  agrcd  to. 
Thehous'j  again'  resoWed  itself  inlo. 
acomiYiUtee  on  thebaDk-btH,  on  the 
3l9t  of  March  ^  when  the  chancei- 
Inr  of  I  he  exchequer  proposed  to  add 
a  clause  to  the  b'lH^  tlie  purport  of 
which  w^s,  to  'allo\Vthc  bunk  to  re- 
pay, at' different  period*,  'm-casb, 
those  wIk)  might,  at  ih«r  diacr'e- 
Hon,  hcreafier  dcpottf  cash  widi  the 
direotofs  of  the  bank,  so  that  no 
niope  than  three  fonrths  of  such 
5nm^  should  be  repaid  by  the 
bank  in  cash,  during  the  cofiti- 
nnaBce  of  the  present  bi^f.  Thig 
clause  wai  opposed  by  Mr.  Fox, 
ated  strongly  suppoi'ted  by  Mr. 
Thorftton ;  after  which  it  was 
agreed  to  without  a  division. ' 

Mr.  Pitt  next  introduced  a xianse  , 
'to  enable  the  bank,  notwithstanding 
the  present  restriction, to  issue  for  the 
accommodation  of  private  bankers 
and  traders  in  the  metropolis,  a  sum 
in  cash,  not  exceeding  XOOfiOOi, 
Which  xvas  adopted  without  a  drvf- 
iAbn.  The  report  was  ordered  to  be 
received  on  the  Monday  following. 
On  that  day,  however,  it  was  farther 
postponed,  but  the  bill  was  read  a 
tJsird  time  on  the  4th  of  April.  On 
that  day,  Mr.  W.  Bird  presented  a 
clause,  by  way  of  a  rider,  that  in  all 
cases  where  bank-notes  might  be 
tendered  in  payment  of  the  rent,  it 
aliould  not  be  lawful  for  the  person 
to  whom  the  rent  was  dt!e,  if  he 
refused  such  tender,  to  seek  a  re- 
medy by  way  of  distress.  The 
clause  was  brought  up  and  read  a 
£rst  and  second  time;  but  after 
eonie  observations  made  by  Mr. 
Pitt  and  Mr.  Manning,  it  was  ne- 
gatived without  a  division. 

Sir  William  Pultne^  next  propo- 
sed a  clause,  the  object  of  which 
was  to  require  the  baiA,  within  a 
certain  short  period  after  the  passing 


of  the  act,  to  ceme  fbrward,  and 
to  declare  whether  they  wished  the 
restriction  to  continue  ;  and  if  they 
did  not,  that  the  pi^htbition  should 
kifmediately  cease. 

Tlje  chanceTteref  thecxcheqner 
opposed  the  elaMe,  and  Mh  Fox 
supported  k."  • 

lljc  house  divided  on  the  qtres- 
fion,  that  the  clause  be  brought 
up.     Ndes,  76  -,  Ayer,  4S. 

On  the  third  reading  of  the  bill, 
April  yth,  sirWm.  Puhney  moved 
an  amendment  to  the  clause,  which 
limited  the  ojferation  6£  the  biil  to 
riie  24ih  of  June,  by  leaving  out  t  hat 
period,  and  substituting  the  sixth  of 
May.  This  objection,  to  the  length 
of  ttie  tiine  allowed  by  the  bill,  as  it 
then  stood,  was  notgrounded  mere- 
ly on  the  conviction  that  the  time 
allowed,  or  indeed  ia  much  longer 
time,  would  not  enable  the  back  to 
pay  the  diemands  on  it  «n  cash  as 
formerly,  but  because  our  situation 
had  become  of  so  penlous  a  nature, 
that  we  onght  not,  on  any  account,  ! 
to  delay,  a  moment  lortger  than  is  ab- 
solwtdy  necessary,  to  teke  Ac  most 
effectual  means  of  placing  this  coun- 
try on  its  former  high  and  lofty  foot- 
ing of  national  cfe^t.  Sir  William, 
who,  on  a  fcrraer  occasion,  had  sta- 
ted,  that  our  national  and  commer- 
cial credit  might  be  re-es(l»Wiahed 
in  a  mon^,  now  stated  to  the  ho«se 
the  means  by  whicti  those  dnds 
were  to  be  accomplished.  His 
pmject  was,  to  pass  an  act  for 
opening  an  iniinediale  lubseription 
for  another  bank,  wBose  operations 
should  commence  on  the  day  "Sifter 
the  period  fixed  for  the  bank  to  pay 
its  notes  in  cash  ;  but  not  to  com- 
mence at  all,  Tfl  case  the  bank  should, 
on  that  day,  re-commenoe  ifes  pay- 
ments in  specie,  and  contrtme  to 
pay  cash  freely.  If  eur  limita 
{permitted 
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petmltted  wc  would  ^¥e  a  fuller 
account  than  t^ose  fx?-j»*  .lotes  of 
a  speech  of  considerable  length  on 
an  occasion  of  groat  alarm,  and 
fraa:::ht  with  great  Renins  or  inven- 
tion, as  well  as  solid  observation  and 
penetration,  into  the  nature  and  ef- 
iei-ts,  common,  provable,  or  possi- 
ble, of  banking.  Though  we  have 
already  exceeded  our  asual  limits^ 
in  pariiamentary  affairs,  on  the  pre- 
sent novel  and  impottant  subj^t, 
we  cannot  help  bringing  what  fol- 
lows under  the  notice  of  our  readers. 
**  I  have  said  enough  to  shcy/,  th?t" 
govenunent  has  been  rendered  de- 
pendent on  the  bank,  and  more  par^' 
ticularly  so  in  tb*?  time  of  war;  and 
though  the  bank  has  not  yet  fallen 
into  the  hands  of  ambitious  m^n, 
yet  it  it  evident  that  it  might.  In 
such  hands,  assume  a  power  sufficient 
to  contpol  and  oiperawe,  not  only  the 
executive  government,  but  king, 
lordsj  and  commons. 

"  As  the  bank  has  thus  become 
daBcrerons  to  government,  it  might, 
on  the  other  hand,  by  uniting  with 
an  ambitious  minister,  become  the 
means  of  a  fourth  estate,  sufficient 
t6  involve  tHis  nation  in  irretrievable 
slavery,  and  ought,  therefore,  to  be 
dreaded  as  much  as  a  certain  East- 
India  bill  was  justly  dreaded  at  a 
period  not  very  remote.     I  will  not 
say,  that  the  present  ipinister,  by 
endeavouring,  at  this  crisis,  to  take 
the  bank  of  £ngland  under  his  pro- 
teetioDy  can  have  any  vitiv  to  make 
use  hereafter  of  that  engine  to  per- 
petuate his  own  pow6r>  and  to  enable 
him  to  domineer  over  our  constitu- 
tioo:  if  that  coukl  be  supposed,  it 
ivoald  only  shew,  that  men  can  en* 
tertaiQ    a  very   different   train   of 
ideas,  when  endeavouring  to  overset 
arivady  from  what  occurs  to  them* 
wken  intending  to  support  and  fix 


themselv"^.  My  object  is  to  secwre 
the  country  against  all  risk,  either 
from  the  bank,  as  opposed  'to  go, 
vernm^nt  and  the  constitution,  or  as 
the  engine  of  ambitious  m^n,  to 
maintain  themselves  in  a  dan',«vrou8 
power.  I  could  wish  to  know,  if 
any  man  thinks  that  his  majesty 
would  be  at  free  liberty  to  clnnge  a. 
minister,  who  had  once  obt^ned  a 
decided  ascendency  in  the  direction 
of  the  bank  of  England,  retaining 
Its  monopoly  ?" 

Sir  William,  having  blamed  the 
chance4k)r  of  the  exclieqner  for  not 
preparing  the  housv-  and*  the  public 
mind  for  the  adoption  of  such  ji 
plan  as  he  had  to  pivpose, 

Mr.  Pitt  said,  that  thii  -was  not 
the  time  for  entering  on  the  various 
topics  touched  upon  with  so  much 
ability  and  ingeniousness  by  the 
honoiu^bif  baronet,  whose  spr<?ch 
was  intended  only  to  prepi^re  the 
house  for  the  practical  devdopement 
of  his^lan :  only  he  thought  it  fit  to 
say,  now,  that  when  the  honourable ' 
baronet  had  assumed,  that  his  ma- 
jesty's chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
was  wrong  not  to  prepare  the  pub- 
lic mind  for  the  reception  of  opini- 
ons, which  so  far  from  entertaining 
before,  he  did  not  even  now  enter- 
tain, he  had  assumed  more  than 
the  house  would  agree  to^  If,  like 
the  honourable  baronet,  he  had 
been  for  several  ^^ars  convinced  of 
thoJ»e  points,  he  would'  have  been 
blame  able  indeed  not  to  have  dis- 
closed them :  but  till  he  had  formed 
those  opinions,  he  could  hardly  bc 
skid  to  be  wrong  in  not  expressing 
them. 

Sir  William  Pultney's  motion  be- 
ing negatived,  the  bank-bill  was 
passed,  and  in  a  few  days  thereafter 
carried  through  the  hotisc  of  lordr 
without  any  iteration. 

•  Sir 
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Sir  William  Puitney  was  not 
deterred,  by  the  failure  of  his 
motion,  for  shortening  the  dura- 
tion of  the  hank-bill,  from  moving 
for  '*  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  for  the 
establishment  of  auotherbank,should 
the  bank  of  England  not  open  for 
payment  in  specie,  on  the  ^^th  of 
June  next."  If  they  should  not  be 
able  to  open  for  payment  at  that 
period,  there  could  be  no  ground 
for  continuing  their  monopoly  any 
longer :  but  it  they  should,  no  se- 
cond bank  would  be  established, 
and  hi9  proposal,  at  all  events,  would 
do  no  harm.  He  thought,  however, 
t)ut  if  «lnother  bank  were  instituted, 
it* would  aid  the  operatious  of  the 
old  bank.  Scotland  bad  two  banks, 
and  the  affairs  of  the  old  one  were 
much  more  prosperous  since  the  esta- 
blishment of  the  new.  Though  all 
the  arguments  were  previously  op- 
posed to  it,  that  could  be  urged 
aoainst  a  new  bank  of  England,  on 
tpe  present  occasion,  he  contend* 
ed  that  the  monopoly  of  the  bank 
was  injurious;  that  an  open  compe* 
tition  would  be  of  public  service  ; 
and  thaty  in  several.instanccs,  the  di- 
rectors of  the  bank  had  been  im- 
provident. Though  sir  William's 
lalents  were  admired,  and  many  of 
^bis  remarks  approved,  yet  his  mo* 
tion  was  ppposed  by  sir  Francis 
Baring,  Mr,  Samuel  Thornton,  the 
•olicitorrgeneral,  Mr,  Pitt,  and  Mr, 
Manning.  It  was  supported,  though 
not  in  a  very  decided  tone,  by  Mr. 
Sheridan;  who  wished  that  some 
bank  director  would  give  him  some 
farther  information  respecting  the 
old  bank.  On  the  subject  of  bank* 
ing  in  general,  Mr.  Sheridan  said, 
that  it  would  not  be  amiss,  if  mer- 
cantile people,  and  othei-s,  in  their 
fiphcjnc^  for  multiplying  the  sijvii  of 


wealth,  would  return,  as  much  as 
possible,  to.the  primitive  princi|)les 
of  commerce ;  an  example  of  which 
had  of  late  been  given  on  a  [^rand 
scale  by  a  society  equally  respect- 
able for  character  and  capital.  He 
would  be  readily  understood,  he 
said,  to  allude  to  the  Security 
Pank,  lately  estabhshed  in  Corn- 
hill,  by  Messrs.  Huchins  and  Hart- 
sinck :  an  institution  that  had  already 
been  productive  of  great  conveni- 
ency  to  those  who  had  occasion  to 
borrow  money  on  pledges,  and 
which  promised  fairl)  to  be  of  ad- 
vantage also  to  those  who  lent  it. 
This  institution,  which  was  likely  to 
be  followed  by  many  others  on  the 
same  plan,  in  different  parts  of  the 
kingdom,  might,  perhaps,  form  no 
inconsiderable  a:ra  in  the.  history  of 
exchange  and  commerce. 

Mr.  Manning  said,  that  there  was 
every  reason  to  hope  that  the  dircc* 
tors  of  the  bank  would  soon  be  en- 
abled  to  re-open  it  for  payments  in 
specie.  Vast  quantities  o!  gold  had 
flowed  into  the  bank,  as  well  from 
the  country  as  from  abroad,  and  the 
bankers  felt  no  inconvenience  from 
the  want  of  it. — On  a  division  of 
the  house,  there  appeared  for  the 
motion  15,  against  it  50. 

Guided  by  the  unity  of  the  sub- 
ject, we  have  followed  sir  William's 
plan  to  the  period  of  its  discussion, 
and  rejection,  though  this  has  car* 
ried  us  somewhat  beyond  that  of 
another  business  in  the  house  of 
commons,  originating  in  the.  stop- 
page of  the  bank,  and  which  it 
wiu  be  sufficient  to  touch  on  in 
a  very  summary  manaer,^as  we  have 
already  given  an  account  of  the 
same  business,  as  it  was  introduced, 
treated,  and  disposed  of,  in  the' 
bouse  of  peers.  On  the  sixteenth 
^  of 
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«f  Maft  Mr.  Gim,  who  had  been 
a  member  of  the  comniittee  ap* 
pointed  by  the  home  of  commons, 
to  cxamioe  iDto  the  necessicy  and 
the  causes  of  the  order  of  council, 
of  February  26,  and  who  dissented^ 
oa  certain  points,  from  the  senti- 
meots  of  the  majority  of  that  com- 
mittee, fell  himself  called  upon  to 
explain  the  grounds,  on  which  that 
^i^leienoe  of  opinion  was  foiinded. 
He  idt  it  to  be  a  task,   which  his 
paUic  ixxky  likewise  imposed,   to 
submit  to  the  bouse,  resolutions  of 
a  criminatory    natnre  against  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  fouqd- 
ed  on  the  proofs  collected  by  the 
committee^   and  contained  in  their 
report,  and  which  amounted  to  a 
charge  of  miaoonduct    and    guilt, 
which  the  bouse  could  not  suffer 
to  pass  witb  impunity.     Before  he 
proceeded  to  open  the  nature  of 
his  propositions,   he  stated  the  dif- 
ference of  opinion  between  him, 
and,  he  believed,  the  whole  of  the 
committee.  The  object  of  its  inves- 
ti^tion  comprehended  two  points  : 
first,  the  necessity  of  the  order  of 
council  3  and,  secondly,  the  causes 
by  which   it  had  been  produced. 
It  was  upon  the  first  point  that  the 
diiferepce.  alluded  to  existed.     He 
had  thought  that  the  order  of  the 
'  conncil  was  not  proper,  and    wa^ 
not  necessary.    This  opinion    was 
founded  on   the  closest  observation 
of  the    state  of  the   bank,  and  a 
thorough   conviction    that  J  be   in- 
terference of  power  was  not   the 
remedy  by  which  its  embarrassments 
could  be   obviated. — So   much  in 
explanation  of  his   differing  from 
the  rest  of  the  commiitee.     With 
regard  to   the   second    point,    the 
causes  by  which  it  had   been  pro- 
duced; the  committee  had  stated, 
that,  whatever  might  be  the  effects 


of  othir  ca«ses>  whethei*  progre». 
sive,  or  likely  to  cease^  the  dtead  of 
invasion  had  occasioned  the  dtaao, 
which  had  reduced  the  bank  to  the 
necessity  of  suspending  their  money^* 
payments.    What  he,  however,  in»- 
puted,  as  a  aeriooa  charge  agamst 
the   chancellor  of  the  exchequer, 
was,    that  prior  to  this  period,  the 
affairs  of  the  bank  were  so  reduced, 
that  a  drain,   which  in  other  cir- 
cumstances would    not  have  pn>- 
duced  that  effect,  had,  in  this  in« 
stance,   occasioned  the  inunediata 
necessity  of  stopping  payment.  In- 
stead of  taking  measures  to  coun- 
teract the  danger  of  this,  instead 
of  exerting  himself  to  provide   a 
remedy  for  the  evil  which  he  bad 
rendered  probable,  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer  had  aggravated 
and  accelerated  the  causes  by  v^ich 
the  event  was  ultimately  produced.' 
To  support  this  heavy. charge,  he 
called   the   attention  of  the  house 
to  the  evidence  on  the  table,  on 
which  he  proceeded  to  make  vari- 
ous comments. — Mr.  Grey,  in  oon-« 
elusion  of  a  long  speech,  observed, 
that  we  had  experienced  the  bad 
etfects  of  pursuing  a  system  con- 
trary  to  good  faith.      Under  the 
conduct  of  ministers  it  had  brought 
us    to    the    brink  of  ruin.     I'he 
profligate  system  of  administration 
would  be  complete,  if  it  should  be 
crowned  with  the  sanction  of'  par- 
liament,    lie  then   moved  a  series 
of  resolutions,  the  same  in  Hubstanoe 
with  those  that  had  been  proposed, 
on  the  day  .before,  on  the  same  sub-» 
ject,  in  thr.  npper  house,  by  the 
dukt*  of  Bedford. 

Mr.  Pitt  ob'^crved,  that  however 
copiously  the  cauGCs  which  had  pro- 
duced thescarcity  of  cash,  had  been 
staled  by  Mr.  Grey,  they  might  be 
reduced  to  a  few  simple  and  plain 

points. 
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■fWTiits/'  Tht  mioiioop  sn^mitt^d  to 
th6  hobfe,  appeared  to  him  to  rest 
OD  two-grounds :  first,  the  increased 
advances  made  bif  the  babk  on  trea- 
sury^biirls  ;  secondly,  the  loans  and 
-remHtanoes  made  to  the.  emperor. 
Heai^aed,  at  considerable  lengthy 
,tbBt  ttore  wei^  many  other  circnm* 
8£andes»  and  those  very  powerful  in 
their  operation,  that  hadcontiibuted 
•to  the  extraordinary  demand  fbr 
•«aih,'  exdimrely  of  t))o8e  assigned 
.  by  the  honourable  gentleman.-^ As 
to'thealieged  breach  of  promise  to 
-tHc  bank,  in  sending  remittances  to 
the  emperor,  without  meaning  any 
.-|ieriional  application  to  himself,  he 
required  the  house  to  weigh,  with 
peculiar  cautiori,  an  evidence  arising 
•otit-of  a  verbal  correflpondence,  and 
in  which  one  of  the  parties  was  ab* 
tmU  aod  not  even  consnlted,  when 
it  WBS  corabiitted*  to  writing,  after 
an  ifiler\'al  of  two  or  three  days. 
Theadvances  to  the  emperor,  which 
iiad  ^taken  ^ilace  since  the  applica- 
Itona  oi  the  dit^ectors  to  him,  arose 
«iridttitly  out  of  a  new  state  of  ex* 
iflting  circumstances,  to  which  any 
dHcussio;^  on  that  subject,  which 
liad  previously  taken  place  between 
them>  could  n6t  be  applicable. — 
Mr.  Grey's  motion  was  supported 
by  Mr.  Fox,  and  Mt.  W.  Smith  : 
hat  the  previous  question  mo\'ed 
%  Mr.  Thornton,  was  carried  by 
2Q6,agmfnit4)6. 


Wheri  a  natioljal  bank  stops  pay* 
roent,  under  a  despotic  govern mcnt, 
there  is  ground  for  ^ilarm*  and  de» 
•pair ;    because  there  is  none  who 
can  say  to  the  dt  Spot,   What  dost 
thou?    No  thffd  party  to  whom 
to  appt^T.     If  a  national  bat*,  or 
x>ne  lender  the  influmioe  and   con- 
trol of  government^  Atop  payment, 
in  a  firee  country,  an  m^^irf ,    if 
not  offered,  may    be  deSMmded  : 
an  appeal  may  be  made,  b^    the 
creditors,  to  a'  third  ffeirtjr  5  to  that 
jufrtice  and   good  faiths    and  that 
regard  to  the  maintenance  of  pub- 
lic credit,  which,  iit  the  prtMsentage, 
constitute  the  spirit  and  strength  of 
free  governm^it».     Whatever  rtaf 
be  thought  of  the  causes  that  ren- 
dered the  interferetjcc  of  the  privy- 
council,  in  the  afiairs  of  ih^bonkt 
necessary,   there  are  few  who  will 
aflirm,  that  this  interference  was  not 
prudent  aiid  irtdispensible.     They 
said  no  mdre  than  this :— *'  Check 
a  precipitation,  which  may  convert 
«n  imaghiary ,irit6  a  real,  ^iU  Have 
patience  for  a  limited  and  a  little 
time,  and  ofthe  responsibility  of  the 
bank  and  government  ydu  sBatt  be 
fully  satisfied.'*— Thfe  fulfilment  of 
this  prediction  is  a  credit,  at  once, 
to  the  character  of  EngUsbmeo,  and 
of  the  British  constitution. 
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Cau^o/Dise^ntmisiiR  the  British  Navy  and  Arfny.-^N^tices  giv€n  of 
these  Discontents, — Mttinmrs  Combination  among  all  the  Ships  in  the 
Channel  fleet. — Organization  of  this  Naval  Democraiy^-^  Petitions  from 
the  Mutineers  to  the  Admiralty  ard  the  House  of  Commons. — General 
^htntk — The  Board  of  AdmirvUy  transferred  to  Portsmouth.^  Oonh 
diiatory  Terms  of  a  lieium  to  Subordination  and  Duty  proposed  to  the 
Seamsft.'^-'t^emands  of  the  Seamen — Complied  tinlL^^In  cofufer/nente  iff 
a  Alistmst  of  Govemntent,  afresh  Mutiny. — Zealous, prudent,  and  sue* 
cessful,  Exerti€fns  of  the  Earl  Howe.'^Tne  Affum  of  the  Navy  tOithrthe 
Estisnatisqf  the  additional  Expences  now  become  necessary  y  trovght&tto 
the  House  of^Coninums — Ministry  accused  of  Procrastwaiion  and  scam^ 
dttlous  N^lect  of  Duty. — Afotionfor  a  Vote  of  Censure. — Negatived. — 
A 'Mutiny  t  more  alarming  stilt  Ikan  thqtinthe  Cknrtncl'.PUet;  brooks  out 
et  the  Nare* — A  Board  of  Admiralty  held  at  Sheerness.-'^AudamouM 
ffehavumr  of  the  Mutineers: --Tltc  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  return  friant 
Sheefness  to  Timm^  without  the  least  Success  in  their  Endeavours  for  tht 
RestoralianBf^Ord^. — TransacliwisintheMe^t  at  the  Nore. -^Condemned 
by  the  Duvisions  of  die  Flfet  at  Ply^/mtith  and  Portsmouth.-^As  well  as 
ly  the NtUi^n  at  lar'^e.-*'Intelligence  of  this  produces,  in  the  Ships  Crews, 
at  the  Nora,  Divisums,  Terror,  and  Despair. — The  principal  Conductor 
tfthi  Mutiity  seized,  condemned  to  Death,  and  executed.-^BUlfor  pre* 
venting  the  Sedttition  of  Soldiers  and  Sailors. 


THEseatn^and  9oMier»  in  tfafe 
Briiiflli  na^y  and  army  had 
)ong  eoiiip)ained  of  the  sraallness  of 
their  pajr,  dnd  that,  cojitnirily  to  the 
clearest  jostfce,  it  continued  the 
same  as  when  the  price  of  neces«- 
saries,  and  ofal)  articles)  wa^  m«> 
Gompai^abty  lower  than  at  the  pre- 
sent period.  They  were  not  aloi^ 
in  tbit  conspteitH )  it  was  justified 
by  the  concurren*:e  of  all  men. 
Thoia  who  endeavoured  to  excaU 
pate  governnient^  all^^,  the  rntil* 
tiplicfiy  of  business,  in  which  those 
at  the  h«ldi  Were .  mc69santly  in- 
toh«d/  and  that  with  the  best  in^ 


tentions,  It  was  not  in  their  power 
to  remedy  the  abuses  that  had  cflept 
into  the  various  departments  of  thfc 
state.  Bnt  this  exculpation  wa* 
trite  and  obsolete  in  the  opinion  of" 
the  equi  fable  part  of  the  public  $ 
and  the  patience  with  which  so  re* 
solute  a  class  of  nren  had  so  lony 
submitted  to  a  treatment  which  t^Mtj 
did  not  certainly  desei^e,  was  iiKich 
more  an  object  of  sinprise,  than  ihc 
dHeimination  they  came  to  finally^ 
to  inai'^t  upon,  and  to  enforce  a  xo^ 
dresa  of  their  grievances. 
'  -Other  causes  have  been  assignol 
for  ihk  discontents  that  prevailed  m 
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the  navy.  The  principal  of  these  was> 
a  ligorous  discipline  too  severely 
maintained,  and  the  harsh  behaviour 
to  the  men  of  several  of  their  officerg, 
especially  of  those  ibr  whom  thej.en- 
tertained  little  respect,  and  whoni 
tliey  represented  as  most  forward, 
at  all  times,  to  exercise  authority  in 
the  most  odious  manner.  Another 
cause,  not  so  frequently  mentioned, 
but  not  the  less  real,  was  the  striking 
disproportion  observed  in  ihe  distri-> 
bution  of  prize-money:  this  they 
ooDsidered  not  only  as  inequitable, 
but  as  a  proof  of  the  contempt  in 
which  they  were  held  by  their 
officers  J  tind  yet,  it  was  evident, 
tl\at,  to  the  bravery  of  the  seamen, 
was  principally  due  the  success  iu 
most  engagements. 

These  latent  causes  pf  discontent,  • 
by  the  contagion  of  a  genera!  spirit 
of  inquiry  into  rights,  natural  and 
conventional,  were  kiiKfled,   in  the 
navy,  into  an  open  flame. 

That  part  of  the  Beet  which  led 
the  W8y»  in  expressing  discontent, 
>'a8  the  division  commanded  by  lord 
Bridport,  and  yet  no  symptoms  of 
this  nature  had  been  perceived  by 
the  officers.  Hence,  it  was  sur- 
mised, that  a  spirit  of  dissatisfaction 
had  beendiflWd  into  theshipscom- 
pajiies,  by  those  who  had  lately  en- 
tered among  them  :  several  of  whoixi 
were  known  to  be  of  qualifications 
superior  to  the  situation  to  which 
they  were  driven  by  unprosperous 
prcutnstances,  and,  in  some  degree, 
xillured  by  the  greatness  of  the  boun- 
ties  given  C;f  these,  several  were 
discovered  afterwards  to  have  been 
disqualified  attorneys,  and  cashiered 
excisemen,  clerks  dismissed  from 
employment,  and  other  iuJijviduals 
In  similar  cases.  It  was  also  sug- 
gestexi,  that,  besides  these,  many 
persons    had  entered  .on-board  ihe 


*hips,  as  common  seamen,  com- 
pletely qualified  to  breed  disturb-- 
9nces,  by  acting  in  that  station,  and 
Selected,  for  that  very  purpose,   by 
the  enemies  of  government. 

Certain  it  is,  that  the  plan  of 
operations,  concerted  amonjj  the 
disaffected,  evinced  great  judgment 
and  sagaciiy.  They  were  conducted 
with  spirit  and  ability^  and  plainly 
shewed,  that  the  authors  were  per- 
sons of  no  coutemptible  capacities  5 
as  no  measures  could  have  been 
taken  more  effectually  oondaci^'e 
to  tlie  end  proposed. 

The  first  notice  giveUi  ef  a  dis- 
satisfied spirit  in  the  navy,  was  to 
lord  Howe.  In  the  course  of  Fe- 
bruary and  March,  he  received  se- 
veral letters,  inclosing  petitions, 
from  different  ships  companies  in 
the  channel  fleet.  They  were  ano« 
nymous,  and  ask^  for  no  noore  than 
ail  increase  of  pay,  to  enable  them 
to  provide  better  for  their  fiunilies. 
These  petitions  appeared  obviously 
to  proceed  from  one  person  :  the 
style  and  hand-writing  being  the 
same  in  each.  The  noveltv  of  the 
circumstance,  however,  induced 
lord  Howe  to  make  particular  in- 
quiry, from  the  commanding  officer 
at  Portsmouth,  whether  any  dissatis- 
faction prevailed  in  the  fleet.  He 
was  answered  in  the  negative,  and 
the  whole  represented  as  a  scandal- 
ous endeavour  to  give  gevernment 
to  understand,  that  the  navy  disap- 
proved of  their  conduct  in  that  de- 
partment. 

The  admiralty,  to  which  lord 
Howe  transmitted  these  petitions, 
seemed  to  be  of  the  same  opinion, 
and  they  were  laid  by  without  far- 
ther notice  5  when,  suddenly,  thr 
transactions  that  took  place  at  Port 4 
mouth  shewed  that  they  were  only 
theprdu^  to  proceedings  of  much 

more 
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iDoreMrioas  importance.  On  the 
letarn  of  the  channel  fleet  into  port> 
•  secret  correspondence  was  imme- 
diately settled  between  all  the  nhips 
that  composed  it>  which  ended  in 
an  onanimous  agreement^  that  no 
efaip  shoald  lift  an  anchor  till  a  re- 
dresB  of  grievances  was  obtaiited.  In 
tbis  state  the  fleet  remained  till  the 
lifteenth  of  April,  when  lord  Brid- 
port  ordered  the  signal  to  prepare 
for  sea  ;  but,  instead  of  proceeding 
to  weigh  anchor,  three  cheers  were 
given,  from  the  Qneen  Charlotte, 
as  the  signal  for  rautiny,  and  every 
other  ship  followed  the  example. 

The  orocers  of  ever)-  ship  exerted 
themselves  with  all  the  spirit  and 
activity  adequate  to  so  extraordinary 
an  emergency,  to  bring  back  ihcir 
people  fo  obedience;  but  all  the 
motives  they  urged,  and  all  the  en- 
deavours they  used  were  vain. 
The  fleet  being  now  in  thec6mplete 
possession  of  the  seamen,  every 
ship's  company  appointed  two  de- 
i^ates,  andlordHowe^s  cabin  was 
iixed  upon  as  tlie  place  where  to 
hold  their  consultations.  On  the 
Mventeenth.  an  oath  was  admi- 
nistered to  every  man  in  the  fleet, 
to  support  the  cause  in  which  thry 
had  engaged  -,  ropes  were  then 
reaved  to  the  yard-arm,  in  every 
ship,  as  a  signal  of  the  punishment 
that  would  be  inflicted  on  those  that 
betraytd  it  3  and  several  officers 
*.verc  sent  on  shore,  who  were  parti- 
cularly obnoxious  to  their  respective 
crews. 

In  the  mean  lime,  thongh  the 
cdmiral  was  restricted  from  putting 
ro  sea,  he  retained  the  commnnd  or 
the  fleet  in  every  oth'6r  respect ;  the 
strictest  «li«cip]ine  was  maintained, 
and  the  severest  orders  and  regula- 
tions enacted,  by  tlie  delegates,  for 
that  purpose,  t  njoining  the  most  rc- 
VoL.  XXXIX. 


spectful  attention  to  their  office^, 
and  threatening  the  faulty  with  ri- 
gorous chastisement. 

On  the  eighteenth,  two  petitions, 
one  to  the  admiralty,  and  the  other 
to  the  house  of  commons,  were 
drawn  up,  and  signed  by  the  de- 
legates. They  were  both  worded 
with  the  highest  propriety  of  ex- 
pression and  respect.  The  petition 
to  parliament  stated,  that,  the  price 
of  all  aitlcles,  necessary  for  sub- 
sistence, being  advanced  at  least 
thirty  per  cent,  since  the  reign  of 
Charles  II.  when  the  seamcn*s  pay 
was  settled  as  at  present,  they  re- 
quested that  a  proportionate  relief 
might  be  granted  to  them.  It  re- 
presented, at  the  same  time,  that, 
while  thiir  lo} alty  to  then  king  and 
country,  was  equal  to  that  of  the 
army,  nevertheless,  the  pensions  of 
Chelsea  had  been  augmented  to 
thirteen  pounds  a  year,  but  those  of 
Greenwich  still  remained  at  seven. 
The  petition  to  the  admiralty  con- 
tained a  recital  of  the  services  done 
by  the  petitioners,  and  a  warm  de- 
coration of  their  readiness  to  be 
true  to  their  character  as  English- 
men and  defehders  of  their  country. 
It  s»ated  the  low  rate  of  their  pay, 
and  the  insufficiency  of  their  cllow- 
ance  of  provisions,  demanding  an 
increase  of  both,  together  with  the 
liberty  of  going  «ishore  while  in 
harbour,  and  the  continuance  of 
pay  to  wounded  seamen  till  cured 
and  discharged. 

Such,  in  the  mean  while,  was  the 
alarm  of  ihc  public,  and  particularly 
of  government,  that  it  was  judged 
necessary  to  transfer  the.  boaid  of 
admiralty  to  Portsmouth,  in  order 
to  b*  iitiir  at  ha  d,  to  inspect  the 
transact i.ius  on  board  the  Heet,  and 
to  consult  on  the  readiest  and  most 
likely  means  ofquehing  so  dang er- 
[Pl  out 
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ons  a  spirit  of  discontent^  the  con- 
sequences of  which,  if  it  were  not 
timely  suppressed,  might  prove  ruin- 
ous to  the  nation  in  its  most  essen- 
tial interests,  by  throwing  open  the 
channel^  and  all  the  neighbouring 
sens,  to  the  uncontrouled  dominion 
of  the  French  fleets  and  cruizers. 
These  would  not  fail,  upon  the  first 
intelligence  of  the  variance  between 
the  British  fleets  "and  the  govern- 
ment, to  avail  themselves,  with  all 
speed,  of  so  favourable  an  opportu- 
nity of  distressing  the  trade  and  the 
navigation  of  this  country. 

The  first  lord  of  the  admiralty, 
earl  Spencer,  accompanied  by  lord 
Arden,  and  admiral  Young,  repaired, 
accordingly,  to  Portsmouth,  where 
they  directly  proceeded  to  bike  into 
consideration  the  petition  that  had 
been  transmitted  to  the  board. 
They  authori/.rd  lord  Bridport  to 
inform  the  ships  companies,  that 
they  would  recommend  il  to  the 
king,  to  propose  to  parliament  an 
augmentation  of  pay,  to  the  seamen 
in  the  navy,  at  the  rale  of  .four 
shillings  a  month  to  pelty  officers 
and  able  seamen  ;  three  shillings  to 
ordinary  seamen  j  and  two  shillings 
to  landmen.  Stamen  wounded  in 
action  were  also  to  continue  in  the 
receipt  of  th'  ir  pay,  till  cured  or 
dechred  unable  to  serve,  when  they 
should  bo  allowed  a  pension,  or  ad- 
mitted into  Grr'^nwich-nospital. 

To  this  notification  the*  seamen 
Replied,  by  requesting  that  tiie  long- 
established  dijilinctions  in  the  navy, 
of  able  and  ordinary  scan^en,  should 
be  retained  :  the  pay  of  the  former 
to  be  raised  to  one  shilling  a  day, 
and  th:it  of  j^ctty  oflicers  and  crdi-v 
nary  st-ailien  in  the  usual  propor- 
tion :  they  also  reciuested  that  the 
pay  of  the  marines,  while  on  board, 
shor.ld   loo  ti.e  »;.i;iC  as  of  pfuinary 


seamen,  and  that  the  pensioos  of 
Greenwich-hospital  should  be  in* 
creased  to  ten  pounds. 

On  the  twentieth  of  April,  the 
lords  of  the  admiralty  notified  to 
lord  Briclport  their  compliance  with 
the  deman<ls  of  the  seamen,  direct- 
ing hira  to  make  it  known  through 
the  fleet,  and  to  require,  in  conse- 
quence, an  immediate  return  of  the 
people  to  their  duty,  on  pain  of  for- 
feiting their  right  to  smart-money, 
to  pensions  from  the  chest  of  Chat- 
liam,  and  to  an  admission  into 
Greenwich-hospital^  and  of  being 
made  responsible  for  the  conse- 
quences that  might  ensue  from  the 
continuance  of  iheir  disobedience. 
They  were  informed,  at  tlie  same 
time,  that  an  unqualified  pardon, 
for  all  that  had  passed,  would  be 
granted  to  every  ship's  company 
that  should,  within  one  hour  of 
these  I'esolutions  being  communi- 
cated to  them,  submit  to  their  of- 
*  ficers,  and  cease  to  h61d  farther  in- 
tercourse with  those  who  remained 
in  a  state  of  mutiny. 

On  the  twenty-first,  admirals 
Gardner,  Colpoys,  and  Poole,  vicnt 
outboard  the  Royal  Clvirlotte,  in 
order  to  confer  with  th^  delegates, 
who  explicitly  informed  them,  that 
it  was  the  detetmination  of  the 
crews,  to  agree  to  nothing  that 
should  not  be  sanctioned  by  par- 
liament, and  guaranteed  by  the 
king's  proclamation.  Admiral  Gard- 
ner was  so  irritated  by  this  declara- 
tion, that  he  seized  one  of  the 
delegates  by  the  collar,  and  swf>re 
he  .would  have  them  all  hanged, 
^vith  every  fifth  man  throughout 
die  fleet.  This  behaviour  of  the 
admiral  so  exasperated  the  ship's 
company  of  the  Queen  Charlotle; 
that  it  was  with  difficulty  he  escaped 
with  hh  life. 

The 
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The  dclegatM  from  the  T^oyal 
George  rrturoed  immediately  to 
tiioir  ship,  and  informed  their  cre^ 
u(  what  Ijad  happened;  after  some 
C'jnsuJtation,  they  resolved  to  sum - 
nioii  all  I  he  delegates  on  board  their 
J'^ip.  This  was  forthwith  done  by 
h'i-itingthercd,  usually  called  the 
l)ljoJy  flag  :  a  circumsfancc  that 
struck  terror  through  the  fleet,  as 
theiignal  was  not  generally  under- 
ii«x)d:  the  officers,  in  particul.ir, 
were  apprciiensive  that  some  fatal 
designs  were  in  agitation.  Tlie 
^liips  now  proceeded  to  load  their 
i:uns,  to  order  the  watch  to  he 
ic -pt  as  at  sea,  and  to  put  every 
filing  in  a  stale  of  defence. 

On  the  followini;  day,  the  ships 
crewsdirectedtwolet  terstobe  written , 
•>!ie  to  the  lords  of  the  admiralty, 
lo  acquaint  them  with  the  motives 
tr  their  conduct  on  the  precwding 
«i\v',  and  another  lo  lord  Bridport, 
in  which  they  styjed  him  their 
iuher  and  their  friend,  and  assu- 
rt-d  hira  of  their  [respect  anJ  at- 
^?<  hment.  This  induced  him  to  re- 
turn to  his  ship  the  next  day,  twenty^ 
t'  rd,  and  toTehoist  iiis  flag,  wh'.ch 
l':lud  stnick  during  the  confusions 
on  the  twenty-first.  After  a  short 
and  pathetic  address  to  the  crew, 
h?  informed  them,  that  he  had 
li'ought  with  him  a  redress  of  all 
:>nr  grievances,  and  the  king's  par- 
^i''n  for  what  had  passed.  Alter 
some  deliberation,  these  otTcrs  were 
•itcepted,  and  every  man  rclunicd 
to  his  duty. 

From  the  twenty- third  of  April 
to  the  seventh  of  ilay,  the  ileet  re- 
wained  io  due  subordination  5  but, 
"1  llialday,  a  iVcslj  mutiny  brohe 
•ut.  The  scan ;rii,  fn^rn  whatever 
'au^c  it  arose,  had  conceived  a  mis.- 
jrusi  of  govei'nment,  and,  apprc- 
'"^nding  a  violation  of  the  proDiisos 


made  to  them,  renewed  their  former 
menaces.  As  boon  as  this  alarming 
intelligence  arrived,  govemrpent 
dispatched,  with  all  speed,  a  person 
of  the  highest  weight  and  authority, 
to  quell  this  unexpected  tumult. 
This  was  lord  Howe,  an  officer 
long  held  in  the  first  degree  of  re- 
spect and  esteem  in  the  British  navy» 
and  personally  beloved,  by  alt  that 
Jiad  served  under  him,  for  his  hn« 
mane  disposition,  as  well  as  his 
many  great  qualities.  His  presence 
and  exhortations  wrought  the  de- 
sired fffect,  and  happily  dissipated 
the  suspicions  that  were  beginning 
to  prevail.  The  circumstance  which 
principally  operated  was,  that  num- 
bers of  those  to  whom  he  addressed 
himself  had  been  the  companion* 
and  instruments  of  the  services  he^ 
had  rendered  to  his  country.  The 
many  years  during  which  he  had 
filled  important  stations,  and  made 
a  conspicuous  figure  in  the  navy  ; 
the  many  gallant  actions  he  had 
performed,  and  especially  the  great 
victory  on  the  hrst  of  June,  i7g4, 
were  circumstances  that  carried  a 
powerful  impression  on  the  mind« 
of  his  fellow  M^amtn,  and  indoced 
them  to  listen  with  rontidencf  to  hi? 
rq^resentaiions.  Good  order  wag 
happily  restored,  and  they  unani- 
mously agreed,  in  consequence  of 
the  trust  they  reposed  in  his  word 
andassurancethat'^tnornmentwould 
faithfully  keep  its  pnniiiscs,  to  re- 
turn immediaicly  to  their  usual  sub- 
ordination. Tlieir  Telle w-sf»ameqi 
at  Plymouth  wore  induced,  by  this 
example,  to  submit  in  the  like  mani- 
ner. 

From  the  first  breaking  out  of  tht# 
mutiny,  thvi  public  mind  had  heea 
taken  up  with  the  uit-ans  that  woulcj 
probably  terminate  it  with  most 
kper^d  and  snc^cs-,    a: id  the   c^cncr 
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ralUy  concuVred  in  the  propriety  of 
a  miuiftteria)  application  to  parlia- 
ment, for  a  sum  of  money  sulficient 
to  defray  the  charge  of  augmenting 
the  pay  of  the  seamen  belonging  to 
the  navy,  which  was  uniNersaliy 
considered  as  a  measure  of  strict 
equity. 

Conformably  to  the  expectation 
of  the  public,  ihehouse  of  commons,  . 
on  the  eigbih  of  May,  took  into  con- 
sideration the  estimates,  laid  before 
it  by  ministry,  for  the  purpose  of 
ihat  augmentation.  Previously  to 
the  Mating  of  them,  Mr.  Pitt  ex- 
pressed much  repugnance  lo  detail, 
as  usual)  the  motives  on  which  he 
founded  the  necessity  of  applying 
to  the  house  for  an  addition  to  the 
public  exjicnditure.  Ke  declared, 
that,  on  the  present  occasion,  be  did 
not  lind  himself  at  liberty  to  enter 
into  a  detail  of  the  transactions  that 
led  him  to  apply.  They  were  such 
that  he  felt  himself  obliged  to  say, 
that  he  would  trust  tlieir  judgment 
would  inducethem  to  concur  in  his 
motion,  without  making  it  the  sub- 
ject of  a  long  discussion  :  nor  was 
he  able  to  enter  into  a  staiement  of 
the  events  that  had  more  recently 
happened ;  and  if  he  were,  he 
should  feel  a  reluctance  in  doing  it, 
as  they  were  wholly,  or  in  a  great 
degree,  to  be  a^^cribcd  to  mi^rcpre- 
sent^ltions.  lo  mUucc  ihese,  and 
to  appease  at  once  all  di,»«conteut, 
nothing,  in  hi?>  opinion,  would  beso 
effectual  as  the  unanimous  decision 
of  parliament  on  the  proposal  be- 
fore thcni.  He  therefore  thought  it 
bin  duty  to  enireat  the  houhe  to  pass 
theirsilcnt  ji:dgment  on  the  present 
c^se,  while  thty  coincided  with  the 
motion  it  occasioned  him  to  inuke. 
He  then  movtd  for  a  total  of  four 
hundred  and  thirty-six  thousand 
pounds,  to  answer  the  additional 


pay  and  allowance  to  the  wamca 
and  marines  in  the  navy. 

The  resolutions,  to  this  intent, 
being  read,  Mr.  Fox  said,  that  he 
should  certainly  agree  to  them,  but 
that  his  duty  required  of  him  not 
to  give  a  silent  vote.  He  differed 
from  the  minister  in  his  notions  of 
confidence.  Every  question  relating 
to  the  public  expenditure  ought,  in 
his  opinion,  to  be  fully  discussed. 
The  silence  of  ministers  had  pro- 
duced the  fresh  disturbances  in  the 
fleet  at  Portsmouth,  by  cxdting  a 
suspicion  of  their  sincerity.  What 
motive,  he  asked,  could  have  in- 
duced ihem  to  suffer  a  whole  fort- 
night to  elapse  before  their  applica* 
tion  for  the  interference  of  parlia- 
ment, from  which  aloi\e  tlicy  could 
derive  effectual  assistance,  in  this 
critical  conjuncture.  Such  a  neg- 
lect, on  the  part  of  ministers,  ar- 
gued a  degree  of  guilt  as  well  as 
of  incapacity,  that  would  involve 
the  house  itself,  were  ,tbe  resolu- 
tions, ro  pass  without  a  due  censure 
on  ministry.  The  house  was  in 
duty  bound  to  inquire  how  far  the 
admiralty  had  acceded  to  the  peti- 
tions of  the  seamen,  and  whether 
they  were  satisfied ;  and  the  reme- 
dy proposed  would  efl'ectually  allay 
their  cliscontents.  The  bouse  bad 
a  right  to  complete  information,  and 
their  privileges  ought  not,  by  an  ob- 
sequious and  ui>sea6oiRable  silence, 
to  be  given  up  to  men  who  had 
proved  themselves  unworthy  of 
their  confidence. 

Mr.  Shcridanacknowledgedhim- 
self  convinced,  by  the  circumstances 
of  ll)e  case,  of  the  necessity  to  vote 
with  the  minister,  without  insisting 
upon  information  \  but  contended, 
however,  that  the  recent  d.isturb- 
ariccs  arose  from  the  procrastination 
of  ministry. 

On 
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On  the  following  day,  May  9, 
the  subject  was  renewed  by  Mr. 
Whitbread,  who  declared,  that  it 
appeared  to  him  of  such  conse- 
quence, that  he  considered  it  his 
duly  formally  to  inquire,  why  mi- 
liiilry  had  not,  at  an  earlier  period, 
applied  to  the  house,  and  thereby 
pTe?ented  the  dangers  that  had  re- 
sulted frcfm  this  neglect. 

The  answer  of  iVfr.  Pitt  was,  that 
every  proper  step  had  been  taken 
to  obviate  the  unhappy  event  that 
had  taken   place.      The  seamen's 
demands  had  been  submitted  to  the 
king  in  council,   with. all  requisite 
expedition;  estimates  of  the  sums 
that  would   be   wanted  had  been 
duly  made  out,  for  the  inspection 
and  approbation  of  parliament ;  and 
^very  thing  pot  into  an  official  train. 
It  was  only,  therefore,  the  customai7 
observance  of  forms  that  had  im- 
i    peded  the  speed  which  would  otlier- 
wise  have   been  employed,    could 
I    the  effects  of  such  a  delay  have  been 
I    foreseen.     The   sooner,    for  these 
I    reasons,  a  bili  should  be  passed,  in 
I    order  to  accelerate  their  termina- 
tion. 

Mr.  Fox  recapitulated  the  par- 
ticulars of  this  unfortunate  business, 
in  justification  of  the  censure  which 
he  trusted  the  house  would  pass  on 
the  conduct  of  administration.  He 
described,  in  strong  colours,  the 
perilous  situation  ot  some  persons, 
of  the  highest  rank  and  merit,  in 
their  professional  character,- in  con- 
^quence  of  the  present  commotions 
in  the  fleet,  affirming  it  to  be  the 
duty  of  the  house  to  express  its 
condemnation  of  those  who  had, 
hy  the  rashness  of  their  conduct, 
brought  them  into  such  imminent 
danger. 

The  strictures  of  Mr.  Fox  were 
seconded   by  a    vote   of  censure. 


moved  by  Mr.  Whitbread,  ami,  by 
an  animated  speech  in  support  of 
this  motion,  by  Mr.  Sheridan.  He 
sivercly  blamed  the  .conduct  of  mi- 
nisttti-s,  in  postponing  the  consi» 
deration  of  the  seamen's  demands, 
ur;;ed  with  so  many  circumstances 
that  rendered  them  highly  critical 
and  serious,  to  such  objects  as  the 
Imperial  loan  and  the  marriage- 
portion  of  the  princess  royal,  which 
were  of  such  inferior  importance 
to  the  nation,  and  ought,  therefore, 
vrithout  hesitation,  to  have  been 
laid  aside  till  a  business  of  such  mag- 
nitude had  been  settled.  He  in- 
sinuated,, that  the  dissatisfaction  in 
the  navy  had  been  caused  by  en- 
croachments on  the  rights  of  the 
seamen,  or  by  attempts  to  abridge 
them  of  their  comforts.  He  pro- 
posed that  a  joint  committee  of  both 
houses  should  be  appointed,  on  this 
occasion,  with  power  to  send  for 
persons  and  papers,  and  to  adjpnrn 
from  time  to  time,  and  from  place 
to  place. 

This  proposal  Mr.  Pitt  combated, 
not  only  as  an  innovation  in  the  dis- 
cipline of  the  navy,  but  as  uncon- 
stitutional. It  superseded,  at  once, 
the  functions  of  the  executive  and 
legislative  powers.  —  Mr.  Whit- 
brt*ad's  motion  was  negatived,  by 
2S7  against  63.  After  some  farther 
aiterci».tion,  the  resolutions  he  had 
moved,  relating  to  the  increase  of 
Seamen's  pay  and  allowance,  were 
read,  and  a  bill  was  ordered  to 
be  brought  in  for  passing  them 
into  an  act,  together  with  a  clause 
for  the  continuance  of  pay  to 
wounded  seamen  till  they  were 
cured.  The  bill,  as  soon  as  it 
was  framed,  went  through  all  the 
necessary  formahties,  and  immedi- 
ately received  the  royal  assent,  by 
commission. 
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Subsequent  endeavours  were  made 
to  prove  the  ministry  guilty  of  gross 
neglect,  in  suffering  a  business  of  this 
nature  to  proceed  wiih  a  dilatoriness 
that  might,  and  ought  therefore  to 
have  been  avoided  :  but  ^  they  ex- 
culpated themselves^  by  bringing 
forward  evidence  that  their  in- 
tentions were  clearly  to  have  acted 
tvith  more  speedy  if  unavoidable 
impediments  had  not  prevented 
them. 
The  suppression  ofthe  disturbances 
'  among  the  seamen  at  Portsmouth, 
without  recurring  to  violent  mea* 
8ures,  and  by  granting  their  pe- 
titions, occasioni'd  uiiiversal  satis- 
faction, and  it  was  hoped  that  the 
causes  of  their  discontent  being  thus 
effectually  removed,  no  farther  com- 
plaints would  arise  to  spread  alarm 
throughout  the  nation.  But  these 
reasonable  expectations  were  in  a 
short  time  wholly  disappointed  by  a 
fresh  mutiny  that  broke  out  in  the 
fleet  at  the  Nore,  on  the  twenty- 
second  of  May. 

The  crews  on  that  day  took  pos* 
session  of  their  respective  ships, 
elected  delegates  to  preside  over 
them,  and  to  draw  up  a  statement  of 
their  demands,  and  transmit  them  to 
the  lords  of  the  admiralty.  These  de- 
mands'went  much  farther  than  those 
cf  the  seamen  at  Portsmouthand  Ply- 
mouth, and  from  their  exorbitancy 
did  not  appear  entitled  to  the  same 
indulgence.  On  the  sixth  of  June,  in 
the  morning,  tlic  fleet'at.the  Nore  was 
'  joined  by  the  Agamemnon,  Leopard, 
Ardent,  and  J&is  men  of  war,  toge- 
t!ier  with  the  Ranger  sloop,  which 
tihips  had  deserted  from  the  fleet 
Vnder  admiral  Duncan,  When  the 
admiral  found  himself  deserted  by 
])art  of  his  fleet,  he  caUed  his  o\v'n 
ship's  cnnv  logetlur,  and  addressed 
them  in  the  following  speech  • 


'/  My  lads, 

"  1  once  more  call  you  logctlvT 
tvith  a  sorrowful  heart,  from  what  I 
have  lately  seen,  the  disaffection  of 
the  iieets  j  1  'call  it  disaffection,  for 
the  crews  have  no  grievances*  To 
be  deserted  by  my  fleet,  in  the  Flcc 
of  an  enemy,  is  a  disgrace  whichr  I 
beheve,  never  before  happened  tt  a 
Britiiih  admiral  \  nor  could  I  hi-ic 
supposcd'it  pG/.:,ib'e.  My  greatt'>t 
comfort  und-r  God  is,  that  1  have 
been  supported  by  the  oi&cers,  sea- 
men, and  marines  of  this  ship  j  ft>. 
which,  wit^i  a  heart  overflowir.i; 
with  gratitude,  I  request  you  to  ac- 
cept mysuKtre  thanks*  I  flatter 
myself  much  good  may  result  from 
your  example,  by  bringing  those 
deluded  people  to  a  sense  of  thtir 
duty,  which  they  owe*  not  only  ta 
their  king  and  couutsy,  but  to 
themselves. 

"  The  British  navy  has  ever  been 
the  support  of  that  liberty  whicli  hai 
been  handed  down  to  us  by  our 
ancettors,  and  which  I  trust  we  shall 
maintain  to  tlw  latest  posterity  j  and 
that  can  only  be  done  by  unanimity 
and  obedience.  This  ship's  com- 
pany, and  others,  who  have  di> 
tinguished  themselves  by  their  loy- 
alty and  good  order,  deserve  to  h^:'# 
and  doubtless  will  be  the  favourites 
of  a  grateful  countiy.  They  will 
also  have,  from  their  inward  feehngs, 
a  comfcMt  which  will  be  lasting,  and 
not  hke  the  floating  and  false  confi- 
dence of  those  who  have  sweived 
from  their  duty. 

*^  It  has  often  been  my  prid^ 
with  you  to  look  into  the  Tcxil, 
and  see  a  foe  which  dreaded  coming 
out  to  meet  us !  my  pride  is  now 
humbled  indeed  !  my  feelings  arv 
not  easily  to  be  expressed !  our  cup 
has  overflowed  and  made  us  wanton. 
The  all- wise  Providence  ha^  givca 
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ni  this  clieck  as  a  warning,  and  I 
hope  we  •hall  improv«5,  by  it.  On 
him  then  let  us  trust,  where  our 
only  securify  can  be  found.  I  find 
ibcre  are  many  g<KxI  men  among 
US  ;  for  my  own  part,  I  have  had 
tuH  confidence  of  all  in  this  ship  ; 
and  once  more  beg  to  express  my 
approbation  of  your  conduct. 

"  May  God,  who  has  thus  far 
conducted  you,  continue  to  do  so ; 
nnd  may  the  British  navy,  the  glory 
and  iiiipport  of  our  country,  be  re- 
stored to  its  wonted  splendour,  and 
be  not  only  the  bulwark  of  Britam, 
but  the  terror  of  the  world. 

*'  Bnt  this   can  only  be  effected 
by  a  Rtrict  adherence  to  our  duty 
and  obedience ;  and  let  us  pray  that 
the  almighty  God   may  keep  us  in 
the  rieht  way  of  ihiuking, 
"  God  bless  you  all." 
At  an  address  so  unassuming, 
modest,   and   pious,   and   so  well  * 
ctlcnlated,  from  its  simplicity  and 
truth,  to  touch  the  human  heart, 
the  whole  ship's  crew  were  dissol- 
K'd  in   tears.     They  declared,  by 
every  expression  they  could  devise, 
tbeir  resolution  to  abide  by  the  ad- 
miral in  life  or  death.     Their  ex- 
ample was    followed   by   all    the 
other  ships,  besides   those   already 
mentioned.    And  the  admiral,  not- 
>^iihstanding  the  defection  of   so 
^^insiderable  a  part  of  his  squadron, 
repaired  to  his  station,  off  the  coast 
of  Holland,   to  watch  the  motions 
of  the  Dutch  fleet;  and  resolved, 
^tili,  not  to  decline,  should  it  offer 
bim  battle. 

The  principal  person  at  tlie  head 
of  this  mutiny  was  one  Richard 
Parker,  a  man  of  good  natural  parts, 
and  some  education,  and  of  a  re- 
markably bold  and  resolute  cha- 
racter. Admiral  Buckner,  the  com- 
manding officer  at  the  Nore,  w^s 


directed  by  the  lords  of  the  admi- 
ralty, to  inform  the  seaman,  thni 
their  dem.mds  were  totally  incon- 
sistent with  the  good  order  and  re- 
gulations necessary  to  be  observ<'d 
in  the  navy,  and  could  not  fur  that 
reason  be  complied  with  :  but  that 
on  returning  ;o  th<fir  di.ty,  they 
would  rcce-l\c  the  U'm%<  pardon  for 
their  bleach  of  obedience.  To  thi* 
otf-r  Parker  replied  by  a  declara- 
tion, that  the  seamen  had  unani- 
mously dt  tormincd  to  keep  posses- 
sion of  the  fleet,  until  the  lords  of 
the  admiralty  had  repaired  to  the 
Nore,  and  redressed  the  gritrvances 
which  had  been  laid  before  them. 

In  order  to  put  an  end,  with  all 
possible  expedition,  to  a  mutiny  that  # 
appeared  so  dangerous,  lord  Spen- 
cer, lord  Arden,  and  admiral  Young, 
hastened  immediately  to  Sheerness^i 
and  held  a  board,  at  which  Parker 
and  the  other  delegates  attended  : 
but  their  behaviour  was  so  audaci- 
ous, that  the  lords  of  the  admiralty 
returned  to  town  without  the  least 
success.     The   principal  article  of 
complaint,  on  the  prjrt  of  the  nuui- 
neers,  was  the  uueqi:al  distribution 
of  prize -monev,  for  the  omission  of 
which  they  much  blamed  their  fel- 
low seamen  at  Portsmouth.      On 
the  return  of  the  lords  of  the  admi- 
ralty, from  Sheerness,  a  proclama- 
tion was  issued,  offering  his  majes- 
ty's pardon  to  all   such  of  tl^  mu* 
linecrs  as   should  immediately  re- 
turn to  their  duty;'  intimating,  at 
tlie  same  time,  that  admiral  Buck- 
ner was  the  proper  person  to  be  ap- 
plied to  on  such  an  occasion.     All 
the  buoys,  by  order  of  government, 
were  removed  from  the  mouth  of 
the  Thames,  ai\d   the  neighbouring 
coasi ;  from  wiiich  precaution,  any 
ships,  that  should  attempt  to   get 
awav,  would  be  in  danger  of  run- 
[V  i]  ning 
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ning- a-ground.  Great  preparations^ 
also,  were  made,  at  Sheerness,  a- 
gainst  an  attack  from  the  mutinous 
ships,  which  had  manifested  «ome 
strong  indications  of  an  ibtention 
to  bombard  that  place:  and  fur- 
naces and  hot  balls  were  kept 
ready. 

Emboldened  by  the  strength  of 
men  and  shipping  in  their  hands, 
and  resolved  to  persevere  in  their 
demands  tUl  they  had  extorted  a 
compliance,  the  mutineers  proceed- 
ed to  secure  a  sufticiency  of  provi- 
sions for  that  purpose,  by  seizing 
two  vessels  laden  with  stores,  and 
sent  notice  ashore  that  they  intended 
to  block  up  the  Thames;  aiid  cut 
off  all  communication  between  Lon- 
don and  the  sea,  in  order  to  force 
government  to  a  speedy  acccflsion  to 
their  terms.  They  began  the  exe- 
cution of  this  menace  by  mooring 
four  of  their  vessels  across  the 
mouth  of  the  rivers  and  stopping 
several  ships  that  were  coming  irom 
the  met:  opo|is.     . 

They  now  altered  the  system  of 
their  delegatpn,  and  to  preveht  too 
much  power  from  being  lodged  in 
the  hands  of  any  man,  the  office  of 
president  wa^  entrustod  to  no  one 
longer  than  a  day.  This  they  did  to 
securethemselves  from  the  attempts 
to  betray  them,  which  might  result 
from  the  offers  held  out  to  those  in 
whom  they  were  obliged  to  place 
confidence  and  authority,  were  those 
to  possess  such  a  trust  for  any  time. 
They  also  compelled  those  ships,  the 
crews  of  which  they  suspected  of 
waverin)(  in  the  cause,  lo  take  their 
station  in  the  midst  ot  the  others. 
But,  notwithstanding  these  precau- 
tions, tw  o  vessels  eluded  their  vigi- 
lance, and  made  their  escape. 

Tliese  transactions, while  theyex- 
cited  the  greatest  alarm  in  tlie  na- 


tion, were  violently  reprobated  bjr 
the  seamen  belonging  to  the  two  dU 
visions  of  the  f^eet  lying  at  Forts- 
mouth  and  at  Plymouth.  Each  of 
them  addressed  an  admonition  to 
their  fellow-seamen  at  the  Nore» 
warmly  condemning  their  proceed « 
ings,  as  a  scandal  to  tlio  neoie  of 
British  seamen,  and  exhorung  them 
to  be  content  witl)  the  indulgence 
already  granted  by  governnient,  and 
to  return  to  their  duty  without  in- 
sisting on  more  concessions  than 
had  been  demanded  by  the  rtet  of 
the  navy. 

But  these  warnings  proved  in- 
effectual. The  reinforcement  of 
the  lour  ships  lately  arrived,  and 
the  expectation  of  being  joined  by 
others,  induced  them  to  persist  in 
their  demands.  The  comnittee  of 
delegates,  on  board  the  Sandwich, 
came  to  a  determination  to  commis- 
sion lord  Northesk>  whom  they  had 
kept  in  confinement  in  the  Mooo 
tague,  of  which  he  was  the  com- 
mander, to  repair  to  the  king  in 
the  name  of  the  fleet,  and  to  ac« 
quaint  him  with  the'  conditions  on 
which  they  wer^  willing  to  deli- 
ver up  the  sWps..  The  petition 
which  he  was  charged  to  lay  before 
the  king,  was  highly  respectful  and 
loyal  to  him,  but  very  severe  on 
'  his  ministers,  and  they  required  an 
entire  compliance  with  every  one 
of  their  demands,  threateuing,  on 
the  rt  fusai  of  an) ,  to  put  immedi- 
ciiately  to  sea.  Lord  Northesk  rea« 
dily  undertook  to  be  the  bearer 
of  their  petition,  but  told  them, 
that,  from  tlie  unreasoivableness  of 
their  demands,  he  could  not  flatter 
them  with  the  hope  of  success. 
Confiding  in  him,  they  said,  as  the 
seamen's  friend,  they  had  entrusted 
him  with  this  mission,  on  pledging 
his  honour  to  return^  with  a  clear 
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and   positive  pmwtr,  within  fifty* 
four  hours. 

Lord  Nonhetk  departed  accord** 
ingly  £or  London^  and  was  intro* 
dccedy  by  lord  Spe/icer,  to  the  king. 
But-iio  answrer  bein^  returned  to 
the  znessage,  and  information  being 
brought  to  the  fleet,  that  the  na* 
tion  at  large    highly  disapproved 
of  dictr  proceed! ngSy  great  divisions 
took  place  among  the  delegates, 
and  several  of  the  ships  deserted 
the  others,  not,  however,  without 
xnoch  contest  and  bkHxished.     The 
mutineers,  despairing,  now,  of  ac- 
complishing their  designs,  struck  the 
red  flag>  which  they  had  hoisted 
as  the  signals  x>f  mutiny,  and  re* 
stored  a  fre^  passage  to  the  trade 
of  the  metropolis.     Every  ship  was 
now  left  at  its  own  command,  and 
they  all  ?raduaUy  returned  to  obe« 
djeocev  though^  on  board  of  some, 
Solent  struggles  happened  between 
the  mutineers  and  the  loyal  parties. 
The  principal  conductor  of  the 
mutiny,  Richard  Parker,  was  seized 
and  imprisoned,  and,  after  a  solemn 
trial,  that  lasted  three  days,  on  board 
of  the  Neptune,  he  was  sentenced 
to  death.     He  suffered  with  great 
coolnt^s  and  intrepidity,  acknow- 
^pi^g  the  justice  of  his  sentence, 
and  expressing  his  hope,  that  mercy 
raigbt  be  extended  to  his  associates. 
Butit  was  judjged  necessary  to  make 
pobHc  examptesof  the  principal  and 
roost  guilty,  who  were  accordingly 
^,  and,  after  full  proof  of  their 
cnninality^   condemned  and    exe- 
cuted.   Others  were  ordered  to  be 
whippfd ;  but  a  considerable  num- 
^T   remained    under   sentence    of 
<^th  till  after  the  great  victory  ob- 
tained, over  the  Dutch  fleet,  by  ad- 
""ral  Duncan  :  when  his   majesty 
^Dt  a  general  pardon  to  those  un- 
happy men ;  who  were,  at  .that  pe- 


riod, confined  on  board  a  prison^ 
ship  in  the  river  Thames. 

In  the  mean  time,  this  dangerous 
mutiny  had  been  a  serious  object  of 
attention  in  parliament.  On  the 
first  of  June,  a  message  was  deliver- 
ed from  the  king  to  both  houses,  to 
give  them  formal  notice  of  the 
event,  and  to  request  they  would 
adopt  the  necessary  measures  for 
the  public  security,  and  particularly, 
to  make  more  effectual  provision 
for  the  prevention  and  punishment 
of  attempts  to  excite  mutiny  an4 
sedittoa  in  the  navy,  or  to  se- 
duce individuals  in  the  sea  or  land 
service  from  their  duty  and  alle<« 
giance. 

A  bill  was  accordingly  proposed 
•y  Mr.  Pitt,  the  purport  of  which 
was,  that  persons  who  should  en- 
deavour to  seduce  either  soldiers  or 
sailors  from  their  duty,  or  instigate 
them  to  mutinous  practices,  or  com- 
mit any  act  of  mutiny,  or  form  any 
mutinous  assemblies,  should,  on  con- 
viction, be  deemed  guilty  of  felony, 
and  suffer  death  :  the  duration  of 
the  act  was  limited  to  one  month 
after  the  commencement  of  the  next 
session.  The  propriety  of  such  a 
law,  in  the  present  conjuncture,  ap- 
peared so  evident,  that  it  passed  by 
an  unanimous  vote  on  the  third  of 
June. 

Another  motion  was  then  made, 
by  Mr.  Pitt,  to  prevent  all  commu- 
nication with  the  ships  that  should 
be  in  a  state  of  mutiny,  and  to 
enact,  that  if,  after  the  kind's  pro-^ 
clamation,  any  one  should  volun- 
tarily continue  in  such  ships,  they 
should  be  declared  mutinous  and 
rebellious,  their  pay  should  cease,- 
and  they  should  foHeit  that  which 
was  due  to  them. 

The  severity  of  that  part  of  the 
bill>  which  restrained  all  intercourse 
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with  the  mutinous  seamen,  was 
ai.iina'.lveited  on  by  wr  John  Sin- 
clair, who  recommended  the  union 
4jf  conciliiition  wiih  terror,  and  suj^- 
gcsted  the  appointment  of  commis- 
sioncrB,  to  grar.t  pardons  under  par* 
ticular*circunista:Kc8. 

The  penal  clause  proposed  for 
wilful  aiKi  advised  communication 
was  death.  This  \Vas  opposed  by 
Mr.  Nichol,,  on  the  ground,  that 
the  intercourse  with  a  ptrson  guilty 
of  high  treason,  wa^  uot,  by  law, 
c^vcu  a  misdemeanour,  provided  it 
were  not  accompauifd  by  open 
acts  of  aiding  and  abetting  ;  the 
guilt  incurred  by  such  communi- 
cation ought  not,  therefore,  to  ex- 
tend, at  mofft,  beyond  a  misdemea- 
nour, and  the  penalty  not  factheS 
than  cases  of  this  kind,  and  never 
beyond  transportation  at  the  very 
farthest. 

To  this  modification  of  the  sc- 
^  verity  proposed  by  the  minister, 
Mr.  Adair  )*eplied,  that  the  punish- 
ment was  only  to  attach  to  those 
who  should  hold  communication, 
and  intercourse,  with  persons  de* 
clared  in  a  state  of  mutiny,  after  the 
prohibition  to  communicate  with 
them  had  been  published  \  but  Mr. 
Nichol  observed,  that  the  commu- 
nications, liable  to  the  penalty  in- 
tended, ought  to  be  mure  expli- 
citly specified.  To  this  observa- 
tion the  minister  made  answer,  that 
communications  by  l;itter8,  or  other- 
wise, which  previously  to  a  prohi- 
bition might  have  been  innocent, 
came,  nevertheless,  imdcr  the  im- 
putation of  guilt,  after  they  had 
i)een  prohibited.  His  opinion  was, 
that  men  guilty  of  such  atrocious 
acts  of  rebellion  as  the  mutineers, 
ought  to  be  completely  separated 
from  that  country  of  which  they 
had  abandoned  the  cauiie.     If  they 


valued  the  intercourse  and  commti- 
uication  with  a  parent,  a  wife,  and 
other  relatives  ^nd  friends,  they 
ouglit,  before  they  were  permitted 
to  enjoy  the  sweets  of  those  en- 
dearing connections,  to  reconcile 
themselves  to  their  offended  coun- 
tr)',  by  returning  to  the  allegiance 
tlicy  owe  it.  If  we  could,  Mr.  Pitt 
added, ,  obtain  new  avenues  to  the 
hearts  of  those  brave  bui  deinded 
mcB  ;  if  we  could  rou'^e  their  gene- 
rous feelings,  and,  by  awakening 
the  tender  affections  of  nature^  re- 
call them  to  a  sense  of  their  duty^ 
when  they  i-efiected  on  the  happi- 
ness they  were  deprived  of  by  de- 
parting from  it,  we  should  have 
made  an  effectual  progress  in  bring- 
ing them  to  repentance  and  sub- 
mission. These  arguments  prevail- 
ed, and  the  provisions  in  the  bill 
were  admitted  as  the  minister  had 
originally  proposed,  with  the  addi- 
tion of  the  penalties  annexed  to 
piracy,  which  were  moved  by  the 
sohcitor- general.  Several  other 
clauses  were  added,  for  the  purposes 
of  punishment,  or  of  pardon^  as  cir- 
cumstances might  require;  and  the 
duration  of  this  act  was,  like  the 
preceding  one,  against  the  seduction 
of  people  in  the  army  or  navy  from 
their  duty,  hmited  to  one  month 
after  the  commencement  of  the  next 
parhamentary  session. 

Two  members  opposed  the  pass** 
ing  of  this  bill,  sir  Francis  Burdet 
and  Mr.  Sturt.  The  former  object- 
ed to  it,  as  tending  to  irritate  the 
seamen,  and  drive  them  to  acts  of 
desperation  and  revenge,  that  might 
be  attended  with  the  most  fatal  con- 
sequences, aad  preclude  all  recon- 
ciliation :  the  latter  insisted,  that 
conciliatory  measures  would  alone 
be  effect u?.l,  in  producing  that  cor-* 
dial  and  speedy  submision  which  the 
present 
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present  circumstnuces  demaaded. 
He  coniiderrd,  also,  ihe  exisling 
laws  as  fully  siifficient  tor  the  case 
in  agitation,  without  eucumberiug 
the  pettal  code  with  odious  Addi- 
tions. It  was  alreaay,  he obscned, 
amply  severe*  Ol'thiriy-six  articles 
of  war,  near  the  halt,  bcveiuecn, 
contained  penakicsaiid  puiilthments 
of  various  kinds. 

Whatever  propriety  there  might 
be  in  tlie  obscrvatio.is  of  these  two 
gentlemen,  the  alarm  and  resent- 
ment of  the  majority,  at  the  manner 
ill  which   the  seamen  of  the  fleet 
at  the  Nore  had  enfgrceJ  their  de- 
mands, led  ihtm  to  adopt  die  co- 
ercive measures  recommended  by 
ministers.     Fortnnately  for  tliese, 
tbe  divi.'iious  they  had  found  means 
to  create   among    the    mutineers 
operated  more  powerfully  towards 
their  reduction  than  any  other  cause. 
Had  they  remained  firmly  united, 
goveniment  must  huve  finally  com- 
piled with  mostof  their  requsitions, 
especially   with  that  which  related 
to  a  more  equal  distribution  ofpi^be- 
money.     This   demand    appeared, 
to  the  gencrahty  of  men,  founded 
upon  the  strictest  equity.  Had  they 
confined  their  petition  to'  this  par- 
ticular, it  was  thonglit  at  the  time, 
that  they  would  liave  been  seconded 
by  the  seameu  of  the  whole  navy. 
By  demanding  too  much,  they  de- 
prived themselves  of  that  unanimous 
concurrence   which  they   hjid   ex- 
pected.   They  not  only  incurred 
the  disapprobation  of  iheir  fellow- 
seamen,  but  forfeited  the  counte- 
nance of  their  other  fellow*  subjects, 
/     who,  though  convinced  that  they 
vcre  entitled  to  better  treatment  in 
llic  aiticle  of  prizes  than  they  liad 
hitherto  experienced,   were  not  in  • 
uined  to  abet  them  in  this  p:rrttcu- 
lar,  while  they  accompanied  it  with 


requisitions,  the  propriety  and  sea- 
sonableness  of  which  were  ques- 
tioned by  their  warmest  advo- 
cates. 

The  suppression  of  ihc  mutiny  at 
the  Nore  was  truly  a  critical  oc- 
curren  ce .  Then  u  >nber  of  sTiips  of 
the  hue,  and  of  re  .olute  and  expe- 
rienced seamen  that  manned  them« 
and  in  whose  poss('ssion  they  were, 
presented  the  most  formidable  ob- 
ject of^larra.  Ttie  combination  of 
the  s^hip-j  companies  at  Portsmouth 
and  Plymouth  ottered  nothing  dan- 
gerous in  comparison  of  that  which 
took  place  at  ihe  Nore  :  the  de- 
mands of  the  former  were  strictly 
justifiable,  and  no  inconvenience 
could  arise  from  complying  with 
them  -y  but  those  of  the  latter  aimed 
at  innovations  equally  dangerous 
and  mortifying  to  persons  in  autho- 
rity, and  would  have  occasioned 
essential  alterations  in  the  disciplines 
and  managemeni  of  the  navy. 

A  variety  of  opinions  went  forth 
of  the  real  causes  of  both  these  mu- 
tinies 5  but,  the  fiist  may  be,  with- 
out hesitation,  ascribed  to  the  po- 
pular maxims,  prevailing  every 
where,  of  the  right,  inliercnt  in  all 
men,  to  reqitire  an  equitable  treat- 
ment, and,  if  denied  them,  to  ob- 
tain •  by  force,  if  other  means  ap- 
peared insufficient.  Ihe  inequi- 
table treatment  of  the  common 
sailors  in  the  navy  was  undeniable: 
it  wai  a  subject  of  ordinary  dis- 
course, and  the  wishes  of  the  im- 
paitial  public  were  daily  expressed 
for  a  redress  of  their  grievances. ' 
Nor  did  the  seamen  in  the  petitions 
they  presented,  and  by  their  conduct 
and  demeanour  towards  their  of- 
ficers, in  the  course  of  the  whole 
trapsacilons,  commit  any  act  of  in- 
solence and  disrespect.  The  utmost 
freedom  they  took  was,  to  divest  of 
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their  authority  thoie  whom  thej  con- 
videred  as  inimical  to  the  inter- 
ests and  claims  of  the  common  men  ; 
or  such  as  had  exceeded  the  bounds 
of  due  iroderation  in  the  exercise 
of  their  command,  and  rendered 
themselves  obnoiious  by  the  unne- 
cessary severity  and  the  harsh- 
ness of  their  behaviour.  The  rea- 
diness with  which  the  whole  mul- 
titude of  the  malcontents  returned 
to  their  wonted  submission^  tke  mo- 
ment thty  became  satisfied  that 
their  petitions  would  be  granted > 
evinced  the  sincerity  of  their  pro- 
fessions of  loyalty,  and  that  they 
harboured  no  other  views  than  of 
securing  better  usa^e  than  they 
bad  met  with  heretofore. 

But  the  insurrection  at  the  Nore 
waft  attended  with  far  r  ore  menac- 
ing circumstances.  The  demands 
of  the  mutineers  seemed  in  some  in- 
•tances  to  be  framed  with  an  ex- 
pectation to  be  refused,  and  the  be- 
haviour of  their  agents  appeared 
calculated  to  excite  the  resent- 
mrnt  of  their  superiors,  and  to  set 
them  at  defiance.  They  proceeded 
to  acts  of  violence  totally  unneces- 
sary, and  unjustihable,  and  which 
amounted  in  fact  to  the  commis- 
sion of  hostilities  against  their  fel- 
low-subjects. * 

Taking  these  various  particu- 
lars into  consideration,  some  per- 
sons strongly  suspected  that  tihcre 
were»  among  the  mutineers,  in- 
dividuals wlio  acted  the  part  of 
emissaries  from  the  enemy,  and 
strove  to  push  them  on  to  extremi- 
ties. Certain  it  is>  that  when  tl)e 
intelligence  of  the  mutiny  at  Ports- 
mouth arrived  at  Paris,  it  excited 
great  satisfaction  in  the  republican 
parky.  Sanguine  hopes  were  im- 
mediately conceived,  that  it  might 
prove  the  prelude  of  more  serious 
insurrections  i  at  alt  events^  the'de- 


sertion  of  the  British  navy  was  an 
incident  that  prognosticated,  in 
the  imagination  of  the  French,  all 
kinds  of  disasters  to  this  country^ 
Deprived  of  this  indispensible  sup- 
port, at  a  period  when  it  was  more 
than  ever  needed.  Great  Britain 
would  lose,  at  once,  its  influence  in 
the  affairs  of  Europe,  and  sink  into 
a  state  of  absolute  insignificance. 
That  awe  in  which  it  had  kept  sur-- 
roundinjj  nations,  would  vanish  f 
none  of  them  would  any  longer 
either  dread  its  power  or  court  itt 
allegiance  :  its  very  political  exist- 
ence, as  an  independent  country, 
would  become  precarious,  and  no- 
thing, in  short,  of  its  former 
strength  and  importance  would  re- 
main. 

Such  were  the  subjects  of  exul- 
tation, throughout  France,  on  this 
critical  occasion.  They  did  not 
subside  on  the  pacification  eftccted 
by  the  prudent  concessions  of  go- 
vernment. It,  was  still  hoped,  iu 
France,  that  causes  of  a  similar  na- 
ture to  those  that  had  produced  the 
first  mutiny,  might  give  birth  to  a 
second.  As,  unfortunately  for  this, 
country,  they  were  not  disappoint- 
ed in  their  expectations,  which  had 
been  loud,  and  expressed  with 
much  confidence,  nunibers  were  led 
to  believe  that  they  had  not  bcenin- 
ative  in  creating  them* 
The  advantages  that  must  obvi- 
ously have  resulted  to  the  French 
republic,  by  fomenting  discords  of 
so  fatal  a  tendency  to  this  country, 
were  undeniable.  This  inducted 
people  to  think,  that  conformablyto 
the  system  which  they  had  pursued, 
so  successfully  in  other  countries, 
they  would  have  exerted  their 
noted  talents  for  intrigue  in  encou- 
raging and  extending  the  vari- 
ances that  had  ariseix  here.  But 
however  inviting  the  opportunity 
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th&t  seen&cd  to  o&r,  it  has  not  been  ny  anoongr  the  seamen,  it  was  not  im* 

discovered  on  the  acutest  examlna-  pelled  by  necessity,  or  provoked  by 

tion>  that  they  had  any  direct  hand  unjust  aggression  or  neglect  Itwaa 

in  the  last  mutiny  any  more  than  in  impatient  of  authority,  factious,  se- 

the  first  :  though,    doubtless,  they  diiious,  progressive  in  its  demandSj 

heartily  rejoiced  in  both,  and  u  ouYd,  intent  on  civil  discord,  and  oonvul- 

had  they  been  able, .  have  acted  iti  sion  :  it  was,  in  a  word,  combined 

the  manner  iiiiputed  to  them   by  witli  the  same  spirit  on  shore  which 

those    who    indulged  lUeir   suspi*  the  mutineers  at  Portsmouth  and 

cions.  Plymouth  had  raised  to  an  unusual 

For  the  combinations  at  Ports*  pitch  of  daring  insolence.     It  was 

mouth  and  Plymouth  there  certainly  not  the  genume  spirit  of  the  true 

yas  not  only  a  plausible  pretext,  but,  English  sailors  >  but   that  of  inal^ 

in  truth,  too  much  reason :  but  for  that  content  incendiaries  :*  finally,  it  was 

at  bheemesS)  which  may  be  called  the  most  emphatic  proof  that  had 

the tlkird,andmost  formidable,  muti-  yet  been  given  to  our  nation  of  the 

infiuenco. 

*  At  this  time  the  character  of  a  British  seaman  had  fallen  very  much  in  the  public 
jsbmation.  It  vns  on  this  account,  that  a  periodical  writer,  professedly  unconnected 
with  any  party  (and  whose  professions  are,  iii  truth,  realized,  by  the  thrusts  be  made 
very  often  atall  parties;  published  the  following  Character  of  an  English  Sailor^  which 
was  copied  into  almosl  every  newspaper  and  fnaj[;azine  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

'*  Having;  thus  reprobated  the  mutiny  at  the  Nore,  we  may  be  allowed  to  exhibit  a 
true  portrait  of  what  an  English  seaman  was,  and,  we  hope,  still  is,  or  with  good  treat- 
ment still  likely  to  be.  Such  a  portrait,  if  contemplated  with  candour,  will  tend  to 
airaken  in  all  Britons  a  love  of  sailors,  and  in  sailors  a  love  of  Britain. 

*'  A  British  sailor  is  thoughtless,  and  inattentive  to  what  concerns  his  own  happiness ; 
but  not  indifierenc  either  to  the  interest  of  his  country,  the  glory  of  the  navy,  or  the 
raiown  of  the  individual  ship  to  which  he  belongs.  He  is  chearfuUy  active  and  prompt 
in  the  ezeaution  of  his  duty  ;  patient  of  fatigue,  vs  well  as  of  the  vicissitudes  of  leather 
and  climate;  steady  and  collected  at  his  post,  in  the  hour  of  danger;  obedient,  re- 
spectful, and  attached,  to  the  officer  worthy  to  command  him  ;  faithful  and  true  to  his 
king  and  country.  He  has  an  open,  hom'st,  and  faithful  heart ;  he  is  courageous  in 
action,  and  humane  in  victory  ;  he  is  the  life  and  soul  of  our  commerce,  the  guardian 
and  bulwark  of  the  nation ;  yet,  these  men,  the  piidc  and  safety  of  their  coiintr)', 
are,  for  the  most  part,  pressed  into  the  servic*-,  and  too  much  exposed,  when  in  it,  to 
neglect,  t^  misery,  and  to  di&tress.  They  are  expo^^rd  to  an  imperious,  harsh,  and  ill- 
natured  mode  of  dispensing  orders  and  carryini^  on  duty,  which  sometimes  drives 
generous  spirits  to  despondency  and  despair  :  they  arc—but  it  is  not  our  buMucss  to  enu- 
merate grievances  ;  we  would  only  observe,  that  for  the  eccentricities  and  ebullitions 
Qfkeamen,epecially,  when,  through  the  irnprovicJcncc  of  government,  they  arecon< 
caminated  by  a  mixture  of  the  outcasts  of  the  earth,  there  is  some  degree  of  excuse  and 
indulgence.  An  uni\er£al  venality  and  corruption,  the  natural  of^pring  of  luxury, 
has  seized  on  ail  ranks  at  land  ;  the  greatest  csutes,  united  with  the  highest  honours, 
have  not  exempted  the  greater  part,  by  far,  ot  our  nobility,  and,  among  these,  even 
some  of  good  private  characters,  from  the  Imputation  of  selfishness,  and  a  total  disre« 
gard  of  the  commonwealth  ;  intrigue  and  cflrontcty  are  prominent  in  the  conduct  of 
our  politicians  at  land  »  but  many,  n«y  most  of  these  arc  lawyers  and  cautious,  the 
siilonseck  redress  of  grievances  in  their  own  wav,  full  of  danger — 

Qunrsum  h<tc  tarn  pudldc   Icndunt  f 
notto  excuse  mutiny,  but  to  admonish   the  cxrcative  auJ  judicial  powers  to  temper 
antbority,  strengthened  by  the  sup;»rt'ssion  of  rebtllion,  with  a  re«;ollociion  of  what 
is  due  to  the  sailors,  and  also  of  what  is  prudent  :md  safe  for  government. 

"  The  statesman  ought  to  attend,  not  only  to  what  is  morally  just,  but  to  what  i«:  po- 
litically expedient.    A»  cascigre  more  luimetous  U^un  laws,  it  brcojij?^  the  legi'^lator 
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inHuence  of  French  opinion  and 
example,  and  the  rapid  progress  of 
popnlar  claioi^  and  cumbi nations. 

*i  lie  snpprcision  of  tliis  rebellion 
iHustrated  the  pmdence  and  vigour 
of  administration  more  than  any 
other  of  their  transactions  at  home 
or  abroad  had  evtrdone.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  systematic  order 
and  moderation  of  the  sailors,  and 
the  chearfnl  return  to  obedience, 
of  at  least  the  great  body  of  seamen, 
their  claims  being  granted,  illustrate 
the  mighty  advantages  of  a  free 
government,  in  which  men  can  as- 
sume the  manly  air  of  freedom,  with- 
•oiit  abandoning  themselves  to  the 
licentiousness  and  phrenzy  of  slaves 
broken  loose  from  bondage.  From 
this  event  it  was  said,  by  many  can- 
did persons,  far  removed  fromenthu- 
siasm  ofanykind,  that  there  might 
not  improbably  be  much  less  danger 
in  complying  with  the  numerous 
pet»ons  which  had  been  presented, 
ill  the-  course  of  J  TQji'jy  for  a  par- 
liamentary reform,  than  was  gene- 
rally apprehended. 


It  is  not  often  that  government f 
anticipate,  the  just  complaints  of 
the  people,  or  any  class  of  the 
people,  by  unconstrained  acts  of 
justice.  It  is  not,  commonly,  until 
some  intolerable  grievance  be  on  the 
point  of  an  explosion,  that  must 
endanger  the  stability  of  their  own 
power,  that  they  do  much  for  the  re- 
lief of  human  misery.  The  mutiny 
in  the  fleet,  would  scarcely,  perhaps, 
have  sufficed,  to  have  turned  the 
attention  of  our  ministry  to  tlic 
miserable  pittance  to  which  the 
gradual  depreciation  in  the  value 
of  money  had  reduced  the  piy  of 
the  soldiers,  that  is,  from  privates 
to  Serjeants  inclusive,  if  a  disposition 
to  claim  a  redress  of  this  great  evil 
had  not  become  quite  apparent  in 
(he  whole  army,  particularly  in  the 
corps  stationed  in  the  near  vicinity 
of  London,  and  in  other  populous 
cities  and  towns  ;  and  if  the  iti - 
tcrests  and  claims  of  the  army  had 
not  been  taken  care  of  by  the  com- 
mander-in-chief, his  royal  hlghncsg 
the  duke  of  York.  J 


to  mount  up  from  the  particular  circumstances  of  particular  situations,  to  general  prin- 
ciples common  to  all.  Whui  is  the  effsrcc  of  pu4ii:>hmcnt  ?  Is  it  the  same  in  all  case:>  ? 
No  :  but  rtiflcrcnt  in  different  cases.  \\*iicn  men  arc  conscious  of  guilt,  even  a  few 
&:amplcs  of  punishment  strike  terror.  Where  no  such  consciousness  exists,  .whether 
from  truth,  eiror,  or  insensibility  of  disposition,  e\en  multiplied  examples  of  severity 
^ervconly  to  heighten  the  resolution,  and  add  fuel  to  the  flame  of  martyrdom. — 
**  In  conscious  virtue  men  are  bold."  • 
<<  Uricf  is  bolci,  and  makes  its  owners  stout."  f 

**  Let  not  our  design  be  misunderstood — ^wc  mean  not  to  extenuate  the  guilt  of  the 
leading  mutineers:  but  let  the  nature  and  the  evidence  of  their  crime  be  made  plain  to 
the  whole  world  ;  and  let  every  allowance  be  made  to  the  unsuspicious  crcduHty  (.f 
sailors,  who  may,  possibly,  have  been  induced  to  esix>useabad,  under  the  idea  ofits being 
a  just  and  honourable,  cause.  If  delegates  were  to  be  punished,  quoad  delegates,  thi>; 
ihijrht  occasion  disapprobation,  pcihap*?,  and  alarm!  But  the  overt-acts  of  rebellion, 
and  particularly  the  eHbrts  to  carry  the  British  ships  of  war  into  the  ports  of  France, 
may  with  •igfcry,  and  ought,  in  ju>tice  and  sound  policy,  lo  be  punished." 

The  industry  of  jimrnalists  is  seldom  more  happily  directed  than  it  was,  at  such  a 
<ime,  in  the  publication  of  this  paper. 

X  A  statement  of  the  former,  and  the  advanced  pay  of  {he  soldiers,  will  be  found 
.«niong  the  State-Papers  in  this  volume,  page  -J  5-2. 
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CHAR    XIII. 


State  af  Ireland,  in  Us  Relations,  external  and  internnly  a  Sufject  in  Delate 
in  loth  Houses  of  Parliament. — Motion,  hi/  Mr.  Wiitlr'ead,  in  the  House 
fff  Commons,  relative  to  the  Invasion  of  Ireland, — Negatived. ^^ Motion 
relative  to  the  internal  State  and  Discontents  of  Ireland,  in  the  House  of 
Peers,  h/  the  Earl  of  Moira. — Negatived. — Motion  on  tlie  same  Su/jcct, 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  ly  Mr.  Fox. — Negatived. 


AT  the  samfi  time  that  the  oppo- 
sition party  in  parliament  ar- 
raigned the  conduct  of  govern  men  I, 
respecting  events,  still  pregnant 
iviih  danger,  they  condemned  it, 
not  Jess  4>cverely,  respecting  an 
event,  the  dinger  of  which  Was 
happily  past.  This  vyas  the  attempt 
to  invade  Ireland,  of  which  we  have 
given  some  account  in  our  last  vo- 
lume, and  which  was  frustrated,  it 
was  alleged,  through  physical  ac- 
cidents, and  the  folly  of  theenemy, 
rather  than  any  prudence  and  pro- 
vidence in  the  British  council s.  It 
is  proper  to  observe,  in  this  place, 
that,  on  the  third  of  March,  the 
thanks  of  the  bouse  of  commons 
were  voted  to  admiral  sir  John 
Jervis,  for  hts  gallant  and  merito» 
nous  exertions  on  the  fourteenth  of 
February  lastj  and  also  to  the  vice- 
admiral,  cftf) tains,  and  officers  of 
the  fleet  under  his  command,  for 
their  gallant  conduct  and  bravery  on 
that  most  glorioua  occasion.  The 
services  of  the  seamf  n.marines^and 
soldiers,  w^re  also  approved  and  ac- 
knowledged. 

On  thesaraeday,  afterthese  votes 
werepi5sed,Mr.Whitbreadrose,and 
aJJressinghimseiftolhespeakcr^said, 


*'  No  man  in  this  house  sir,  or  in  this 
CO  on  try,  can  have  a  higher  opinion 
than  I  have,  of  the  courage,  the 
gallantry,  the  skill  and  ability  of 
the  gallant  admiral,  and  the  officers 
and  seamen  acting  under  him,  who 
have  atchieved  an  action  so  emi- 
nently glorious.  No  man  can  \xi 
more  desirous  of  conferring  on  him 
and  them  every  praise,  and  every 
exalted  distinction  which  such  bril- 
liant conduct  deserves.'  At  the  snmc 
time,  sir,  that  I  say  this,  I  must  beg 
leave  to  observe,  ;hat  such  gluriou<» 
annals  of  the  events  are  by  nonK^aus 
unprecedented  in  thr  lljiti>h  navy. 
However,  sir,  willing  and  desirous 
as  I  am  to  allow  to  this  gallant  action 
every  possible  degree  of  merit,  and 
every  praise  which  the  most  entliu- 
siahtic  admirerof  extraordinary  vic- 
tories can  wish  for  or  desire,  f  must 
beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
house  to  the  circumstances  which 
have  just  been  related  to  us,  con- 
cerning the  situntiou  and  number  of 
ships wiiii  which  the  gallantadmiral 
has  aajaired  so  great,  so  brilliant, 
and  so  decisive  a  superiority.  The 
inequality  of  ships  on  our  part,.un- 
dtT  theconmiand  of  sir  John  Jervis, 
is  very  great,  almost,  sir,  iii  a  p/o- 
po.riion 
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portion'of  two  to  one.  While,  there- 
fore,,  we  view  the  splendour  of  this 
victory  with  every  degree  of  admi- 
ral ion,  and  joyful  exuhation.it  so 
eminently  deserves,  it  becomes  us 
^eriously  to  consider,  whether  the 
circumstance  alone  does  not  loudly 
call  on  us  to  institute  an  inquiry 
into  the  conduct  of  the' first  lord  of 
the  admiralty,  fqr  his  neglect  of  re- 
inforcing the  squadron  which  was 
in  a  service  so  distant  as  that  of  the 
Mediterranean,  when  he  knew  that 
the  Spaniards  added  to  the  list  of 
our  naval  adversaries.  In  my  opi- 
nion^ in  the  same  degree  of  propor- 
tion in  which  we  praise  and  admire 
the  glorious  victory  which  sir  John 
Jcrvis  has  obtained— a  victory,  the 
consequences  of  which  must  be  so 
valuable  and  important  to  the  first 
interests  of  thiscounlr>';  in  an  eqnal 
degree  ought  we  to  affix  blame  and 
culpability  for  so  gross  and  glaring  a 
neglect  as  that  of  leaving  him  with 
such  a  prodigious  inferiority  of 
force.  We  are  told,  sir,  by  the  right 
bonourable  secretary  of  state,  in 
the  detail  which  he  has  just  given 
the  house  of  this  fortunate  end  gal- 
lant atchievement,  that  with  fitieen 
ships  sir  John  Jervis  has  defeettd  a 
fleet  of  the  Spaniards,  which  con- 
sisted of  twenty-seven  line  of  battle 
ships,  of  which  he  has  taken  four. 
Fortunate  and  glorious  as  thns  ac- 
tion ha^  proved,  to  the  reputation 
of  the  British  navy*  and  those  who 
command  and  conduct  it,  we  can- 
sot  help  calling  to  mind  how  dread* 
fol  would  have  been  the  reverse 
of  the  fate  of  that  inemorable  day, 
had  victory  declared  itself  in  favour 
of  the  enemy.  What,  sir,  at  this 
moment  must  have  been  the  sen? a- 
lions  of  the  pt-oplt^  of  this  country  ? 
What  would  they  have  said^  if,  in 
spile  of  the  bravery,  the  discipline. 


the  judgment,  and  glory  of  sir  Johi> 
Jervis — for  gloiy,  I  maintain,  sir, 
does  not  always  consist  in  success 
— what  would  they  have  said,  if, 
in  defiance  of  all  those  superior  abi- 
lities for  which  the  character  of 
the  British  officers  and  seamen  are 
so  eminently  conspicuous,  the  re- 
verse of  the  pleasing  picture  of  this 
brilliant  victory  bad  this  nigh*  been 
held  up  to  us,  and  we  had  been  told 
that  sir  John  Jervis  had  becii  de- 
feated, in  consequence  of  the  im- 
mense superiority  of  numbers  in  tlie 
fleet  which  the  cucaij  brought  into 
action  against  us?  I  have  no  doubt, 
sir,  but  the  voice  of  the  country  at 
large  would  undoubtedly  and  ine- 
vitably have  called  loudly  and  uni- 
versally for  an  impeachment  of  the 
first  lord  of  tlie  admiralty.  I  think, 
sir,  that  this  house  would,  in  such 
a  case,  have  been  pretty  ready  to 
join  the  voice  of  the  people,  arid  to 
second  them  in  so  necessary  a  mea- 
sure. The  unparalleled  success 
which  has  attended  the  skill  and  bra- 
very of  our  fleet,  by  no  means  alter 
the  state  of  the  question.  It  was 
the  duty  of  the  first  lord  of  ihe  ad- 
miralty, and  of  his  majesty's  minis- 
ters in  getleral,  to  have  taken  care 
that  our  fleet  should  bear  some  de- 
gree of  proportion  tp  that  of  the  e- 
nemyj  and,  therefore,  it  evidently 
appears,  that  the  inferiority  bfeiifg  so 
Very  great,  it  is  high  time  an  inquiry 
into  the  conduct  of  ministers  should 
immediately  take  place.  I  hope, 
sir,  the  time  is  not  far  distant,  nay, 
I  flatter  myself  it  is  very  near,  in- 
deed, when  this  house  x^'ill  think 
it  necessary  to  go  seriously  and  ac- 
tively into  an  extensive  and  deep 
inquiry  into  tJie  nation  at  largr. 
Such  an  inquiry  has  long  been 
wanted.  The  very  momentous  in- 
formation which  has  been  lard  be- 
fore 
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fore  the  bouie,  and  ^hicb'  has  en- 
gaged their  roost  serious  and  deli- 
berate, as  well  ^8  anxious  con<;ider- 
ation,  since  Monday  last,  shews,  be- 
yond a  possibility  of  doubt,  the  ine- 
vitable necessity  of  ipquiry,  upon 
the  broadest  and  mo^t  efficacious 
basis. '\  Mr.  Whitbread  proceeded 
to  notice  tlte  melancholy  chait^ 
that  had  taken  place  in  the  aspect 
of  public  afiairs  in  the  space  of  one 
week:  public  credit  shaken  to  its 
foundation.  The  misraanagenient. 
he  said,  of  his  maj<-sty*s  ministers, 
had  become  notorious  to  every  be- 
holder, and  the  cry  of  inquiry  into 
their  condact  was  not  now  con- 
fined 10  the  members  of  opposition 
in  that  house  alone,  but  was  echoed 
back  upon  ihem  from  every  corner 
of  the  kingdom.  Having  touched 
on  the  expences  of  the  war,  apd 
^  numerous  captures  of  our 
tnercbant  ships,  thoaeh  we  had  a 
fleet  of  more  than  nv^e  hundred 
ships  of  war,  of  various  denomina- 
tions, he  came  to  speak  of  that  par* 
Ocular  neglect  and  misconduct, 
^'bich  more  immediately  gave  rise 
to  the  present  motion.  I'he  first 
intimation,  on  authority,  be  said^ 
which  that  house  received  relative  , 
to  the  intention  of  the  enemy  to  in- 
vade this  countr)',  was  conveyed  by 
h"n  majesty'^  speech  on  th«  opening 
ot  the  present  sesbion  of  parliament. 
Informal  ton  bad  been  received, 
through  various  channels,  that  Ire- 
land wa«  one  obJ!.*ct  of  the  *medi« 
tated  attack.  Yet  it  appeared  from 
n  letter  from  general  Dalrymple, 
'hat,  instead  of  any  eflfectual  means 
having  been  previously  taken  for 
an  efficicnr  defence,  every  thing 
remained  to  be  done,  even  after 
the  appearance  of  the  enemy  in 
Baotry-bay:  in  which  part  of  the 
''ountry  there  was  not  any  thing 
Vol.  XXXIX. 


like  an  adequate  force  for  her  de* 
fence  :  not  more,  if  so  many,  at 
three  thousand  regular  troops,  to 
oppo<;e  to  the  whole  f«»rce  of  the 
French.  The  city  of  Cork  was, 
therefore,  in  danger  of  falling  into 
their  hands,  with  all  its  scores  and 
provisions:  to  the  amount  of  near- 
ly, if  not  quite,  a  million  and 
a  halC  Mr.  Whitbread,  aflcc 
these  and  other  observations,  went 
through  a  rc£;ular  statement  of  tho 
numbers  of  the  French  fleet,  and 
those  of  our  own,  from  the  time  of 
the  enemy  quitting  the  harbour  of 
Brest,  and  a  short  time  before.  Oa 
the  twenty-first,  the  enemy  cast 
anchor  in  Bantry*Bay;  so  tiiatthey 
were  at  sea,  and  ou  the  coast  of 
Ireland,  from  the  eighteenth  ot 
December,  to  tbe  sixth  of  January* 
On  tbe  twentieth  of  December^ 
news  arrived  in  "England,  that  ther 
French  fleet  ha(f  quitted  Brest. 
From  the  twenty-third  to  the  twen- 
ty-fifth, the  wind  was  favourable 
for  the  squadron,  under  tbe  com- 
mand of  lord  Bridport,  to  have  saiU 
ed.  It  continued  fair  on  the  twen- 
ty-sixth and  twenty-seventh,  after 
vChich  it  came  a«head,  and  the  fteeC 
could  not  sail  fur  some  days.  On 
the  thirty-firfit,  inwlligcncc  cdme 
to  this  onintry,  that  the  Frencb 
fleet  was  off  the  coast  pf  Irciand  ; 
and,  on  the  same  day,  exactly,-  ad- 
miral Colpoys,  with  the  fleet  under 
his  commend,  arrived  atPortsmouth. 
Tbe  reasons  given  for  his  refurn, 
with  this  squadron,  are  various  and 
contradictory.  One  was,  that  his 
force  was  not  sufHcient  to  encounter 
those  of  the  enemy.  If  that  was  a 
true  reason,  it  furnisher  an  additional 
cause  of  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of 
ministers,  and  of  the  first  lofd  of  the 
admiralty  in  particular.  What, 
when  they  had  received  information 
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of  the  active  and  extensive  prepa- 
rations going  forward  at  Brest,8hall 
we  be  told,  after  the  large  sums 
consumed  in  secret  service-money, 
and  with  the  immense  navy  in  our 
possession,  they  ou[^ht  not  to  have 
•ent  out  fresh  ships  to  reinforce  that 
squadron  ?  It  is  absurd  on  the  face 
of- it.  Admiral  Colpoy3,  ho\^ver, 
must  have  received  intelligmce  of 
the  sailing  of  the  Brest  fleet.  Did  he 
•ail  in  pursuit  of  them  ?  Did  he  sail 
towards  the  coast  of  Portugal  after, 
where  it  might,  perhaps,  have  oc-  . 
curred  to  him  ihey  were  gone  ?  No. 
Did  he  sail  after  them  towards  the 
coast  of  Ireland  ?  No  :  he  sailed 
directly  for  Portsmouth,  where  he 
arrived  on  the  very  day  that  infor- 
mation was  brought  they  were  on 
the  Irish  coast.  Another  reason 
which  has  been  given  for  the  re- 
turn of  this  squadron  into  port  was, 
that  it  was  short  of  provisions.  In 
every  view  of  every  reason  for  its 
return,  the  most  glaring  misconduct 
and  culpability  stare  us  in  the  face.  . 
Is  it  possible  to  conceive,  that  in  all 
the  time  admiral  Colpoys  lay  with 
his  squadijoh  off  Brest,  either  fresh 
ships,  proptrly  victualled,  could  not 
have  been  sent  to  nlieve  him,  or 
transports,  with  provisions,  have 
been  foi  warded  to  re-victual  his 
fleet  ?  The  question  answers  for  it- 
self. Numerou."*,  as  well  as  various 
are  the  objections  which  have,  from 
time  to  time,  been  made  to  any  and 
every  species  of  inquiry,  pending  a 
war.  Notwithstanding  all  tliis,  we 
have  an  instance,  said  Mr.  Whit- 
bread,  of  an  inquiry  having  been 
granted,  towards  the  clo^e  of  the 
last  war,  in  which  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  ^^pofcite-  to  him 
(Mr.  Pitt)  acted  a  very  considerable 
part,  in  moving  for  various  papers. 
Id   support  of   the  motioiu     Mr. 


Whitbread  then  said,  I  cannot  con- 
clude in  more  apt  or  proper  terms, 
than  by  using  the  words  of  a  cele- 
brated predecessor  of  yours,  sir,  in 
that  chair,  who,  after  the  failure  of 
the  fleet,  in  1744,  when  he  pre- 
sented the  bill  of  supplies,  told  the 
highest  authority  in  this' country, 
**  that  in  circumstances  so  dismal 
and  distressing,  the  house  ought  to 
exercise  the  best,  and  the  dearest  of 
their  privileges,  that  of  inquiring 
into  the  apphcation  of  every  part  of 
the.  supplies.*'  I  therefonS  move, 
sir,  "  that  it  be  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee, to  inquire  into  the  conduct 
of  ministers,  with  respect  to  tlve  late 
attempt  of  the  French,  in  the  inva- 
sion of  Ireland." — To  the  charges 
of  Mr.  Whitbready  it  was  answered 

Mr.  Dpndas,  who  said,  that  it  was 
impossible  to  decide,  whether  the  ob- 
ject of  the  French  fleet  was  Ireland 
or  Portugal.  It  was  the  wisest 
measure  that  could  be  adopted,  to 
diiride  our  fleets,  stationinjr  one  off 
Brest,  for  the  purpose  of  watch- 
ing the  enemy, ^  and  intercepting" 
the  sailing  of  the  expedition ;  and 
the  other  at  borne,  to  relieve  it, 
if  necessary.  A  fleet,  under  sir 
Edwaid  Pellew,  was  appointed 
to  cruize  off  Brest^  and  did  actu- 
ally cruize  tWe.  But  notwith- 
standing the  da^gence  and  skill  of 
the  admiral,  and.  the  experience 
$nd  courage  of  sfr  Edward,  their 
exertions  were  in  vain ;  for  the 
state  of  the  weather  was  such  that 
it  was  impoFsible  for  the  admiral 
to  keep  his  own. fleet  under  bis 
observation,  and  th^  air  was-  so 
hazy,  that  the  fog-guns  were  con- 
tinually dred.  Could  ^aoy  xnan 
doubt  sir  F.dward's  inclination  to 
have  given^  if  possible,  the  intelli- 
gence   ta   the  admiral,    that    the 

enemy 
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<twmy  had  put  lo  sea ;  or  that  ad- 
miral Cofpoja  vrzs  not  desirous  to 
see  it  ?  Wa»  it  likely  we  should  be 
unwilling,  when  he  had  a  fleet, 
under  his  command,  so  superior  to 
that  of  the  enemy  ?  It  was  the 
wisest  resolution  he  could  take,  not 
to  follow  them  to  Portugal,  or  Ire* 
land,  till  he  knew  their  certain 
destination  ;  and  he  kept  his  station 
for  the  chance  of  intercepting  all, 
or  part,  of  the  fleet,  in  case  of 
dispersion  by  a  storm  ;  he  recol- 
lected also,  that  the  circumstance 
of  their  having  sailed  would  be 
known  to  the  admiralty,  and,  by 
remaining  where  he  was,  he  should 
receive  such  authentic  intelligence 
as  he  could  not  otherwise  expect 
to  obtain.  With  regard  to  the 
charge  of  the  want  of  provisions, 
Mr.  Dundas  could  not  but  admit 
the  squadron  had  remained  longer 
on  its  station  than  was  at  first  sup* 
posed  necessary,  and  not  relieved 
as  soon  as  the  admiralty  had  in- 
tended ;  the  reason  was,  sir  Roger 
Curtis  should  have  been  in  port 
the  beginning  of  November,  and 
did  not  come  till  the  eij^htcenth. 
He  had  been  appointed  to  cruize 
off  Rochfort,  where  he  remained 
a  fortnight  longer  than  was  ex- 
'  pected,  to  intercept  the  return  of 
Richerj'-'s  squadron  from  New- 
foundland. 

Sir  Roger?s  squadron  consisted  of 
seven  sail- of  the  line,  and  was  to 
have  been  sent  to  the  relief  of  the 
fleet  off  Brest  j  but  the  wind  was 
so  adverse  as  to  render  it  impossi- 
ble for  them  to  come  to  Spitliead 
before  the  eighteenth  of  Novem- 
ber. As  to.  the  interval  which 
took  place  between  the  arrival  of 
admiral  Colpoys  and  the  saiHng  of 
lord  Bridport,  the  instructions  of 
«r  Edward  Pellew  reached  the  ad- 


miralty on  the  twentieth  of  De- 
cember ;  and  oh  the  twenty-first 
he  received  information  of  the  sail- 
ing of  the  French  fleet  from  Brest, 
and  immediately  returned  for- an- 
swer, that  all  the  fleet  would  be 
ready  four  days  after,  namely,  the 
twenty-fifth.  [Here  Mr.  Dundaa 
read  the  orders  of  the  admiralty, 
issued  on  the  twenty-first,  and  an- 
other ordv^r  is^>ued  after,  countei** 
acting  some  part  of  them,"  and  de- 
siring him  to  proceed  off  Cape 
Clear  immediately,]  He  wished 
it  to  be  observed;  that,  although 
the  French  fleet  arrived  off  the 
coast  of  Ireland  on  the  twenty-first 
of  December,  intelligence  of  them 
was  not  received,  in  this  country, 
till  the  thirty-first.  The  admiralty 
had  taken  the  chance  of  finding 
admiral  Colpoys.  on  the  station 
where  they  expected  'him  to  have 
been,  off  the  Xiizard,  m  Case  of ' 
any  adverse  winds  removing  him 
from  the  French  coast.  Lord  Brid- 
port had  always  been  not  only  a 
gallant  but  a  successful  admiral ; 
yet  it  so  happened,  that,  although 
admiral  Colpoys  had  been  hover- 
ing,  with  his  squadron,  off  Brest, 
to  intercept  the  enemy  upon  their 
leaving  that  harbour,  although  lord 
Bridport  afterwards  proceeded  off 
Cape  Clear  and  thelnsh  coast  with 
the  same  design  ;  and  jflthough  the 
Duke  and  the  Majestic,  with  two 
other  ships  of  war,  wcne  sent  in 
search  of  them,^  they  were  so  co- 
vered by  the  fo^r,  and  protected  by 
fortune,  as  to  escape  them  all.  The 
honourable  gentleman,  lylr.  Whit- 
bread,  had  said,  that  Ireland  was 
saved  b)'  the  elements  ;  but  he 
should  have  remembered,  that  the 
same  wind  which  disperst^d  the 
enemy,  prevented  our  fleets  from 
meeting  them.  , 

[  Q  2  ]  Mr.  Dundas 
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Mr.  Dun  das  considered  invasion 
'  as  nothing  but  a  Sugbcar ;  yet  did 
not  wish  U8  to  relax  in  our  precau- 
tions on  the  one  hand,  or  to  de* 
spond  on  the  other.  ExcUisive  of 
our  naval  forces  in  the  East  and 
West  Indies,  the  North  Seas,  and  , 
the  Mediterranean,  we  have  had 
fifty  sail  of  ^e  line  for  the  defence 
of  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  up- 
wards of  two  hundred  thousand 
men  xindcr  amis.  Hitherto  both 
the  government  and  force  of  this 
country  bad  been  calumniated  >  he 
hoped  >he  had  proved,  satisfactorily, 
that  no  blame  was  imputable  to 
the  admiralty,  or  to  tbe  officers, 
thotigh  he  by  no  means  wished  to 
.prevent  inquiry;  their  comluct,^ 
he  thought,  could  well  sustain  the 
test. 

'  Mr.  Grey  took  occasion,  from 
Mr.  Dunda-.'s  highear^^o  animad- 
vert, with  great  severity,  that  is, 
the  severity,  not  of  expression,  but 
of  truth,  on  the  versatility  of' mi- 
nisters in  conjuring  up,  and  magni- 
fying, dmngers,  or  in  deriding  real 
dangc^rs  as  phantoms,  just  as  it 
suited  their  purpose  j  whether  to 
gain  confidence,  or  provide  for  their 
own  safety.  He  then  observed, 
that  in  the  place  where  an  attack 
of  the  enemy  was  apprehended, 
and  where  it  was  actually  made, 
there  was  neither  a  cavalry  nor  a 
supplementary  militia  bill  ;  in  a 
place  where  thtTC  was  no  apprehen- 
sion of  an  s^ttack,  there  were  both. 
^  With  regard  to  the  instructions  sent 
to  lord  Bridport,  to  put  to  sea  im- 
mediately, why  did  be  not  do  so, 
when  the  wind  was  fair,  on  the 
twenty -second,  twenty-third,  and 
twenty-fourth  of  Dt»crmber?  It  was 
no  excuse  to  say,  that  his  squadron 
was  not  ready,  or  that  admiral  Cur- 
tis had  not  returned  from  his  cruize: 


the  admiralty  ought  to  be  impeach- 
ed  for  not  having  a  fleet  ready  to 
sail  on  the  twenty-second. 

Mr.  Wyndham  affirmed  it  to  be 
impossible  to  keep  a  fleet,  for  any 
kngth  of  time,  in  such  a  state  of 
preparation  as  to  be  ready  to  sail 
at  a  moment^s  warnings  and  that  it 
would  have  been  rashness  to  Have 
sent  lord  Bridport  out  with  an  i in- 
ferior fleet,  when  government  did 
not  know  but  that  the  French  were 
out  with  sixteen  sail  of  the  line* 
He  denied  the  possibility  of  CoiIl 
fallmg  into  their  hands,  even  had 
t he-enemy  landed  ;  complimented 
the  inhabitants  of  the  southern 
parts  of  Ireland  on  their  loyalty  ; 
and  observed,  that  it  was  singular 
that  those  very  men  who  were  sup* 
posed  the  most  oppressed,  in  that 
kingdom,  had  manifested  the  most 
firm  attachment  to  government  ^ 
while  thosein  thenorth,whowere  not 
said  to  have  any  cause  of  complaint, 
had  shewn  a  disposition  to  insurrec- 
tion. He  thougnt  this  went  a  good 
way  towards  proving;  that  it  was 
possible  for  men  to  make  groundleat 
complaints  against  those  by  whooi 
they  were  governed.  He  did  not 
absolutely  charge  the  opposition 
with  evil  intentions,  when  they  talk- 
ed of  those  parts  of  hie  majesty's 
■dominions  most  liable  to  attack, 
but  he  wished  them  to  recollect,  that 
observations  of  this  kind  partook  of 
the  nature  of  a  two-edged  sword  j 
they  might  happen  to  convey  infbr- 
matioii  to  the  enemy  what  place 
tnight  be  most  successuilly  attacked^ 
as  well  as  expose  the  negligence  of 
ministers.  Mr.  Wyndham  iiisisted^ 
on  the  whole,  with  the  greatest 
confidence,  on  the  impossibility  of 
our  being  invaded,  when  we  were  in 
possession  of  so  great  a  superigrit  j 
of  naval  force. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Fox.  adverting  first  to  the 
Ust  part  ef  Mr.  Wyndbam's  speech, 
said/that,  if  members  ofthat  houst^ 
when  they  charged  mtoistry  with  neg- 
lecting the  defence  of  the  country, 
were  to  be  considered  as  holding 
oot  an  invitation  to  the  enemy  to 
invade  the  country,  they  had  better, 
at  once^  put  an  end  to  the  form^,  as 
they  had  done  to  the  substance,  of 
the  conslitutioiv  The  right  honour- 
able gentleman  has  talked  of  "  two- 
edged  tools."     In  a  state  of  war, 
every  complaint  against  administra- 
tion must  be  of  th«  nature  of  a  two- 
edged  tooL    A  complaint  of  weak- 
ness conveysinfomiaiion'tothe  ene- 
my.   To  whom  then  am  I  to  make 
my  complaint,  and  to  state  my  opi- 
nion ?  I  wish  to  know  whether  mi- 
nisters are  the  only  persons  to  be 
permitted  to  give  advice  ?  If  what 
I  hear  be  true,  Ireland  is,  at  this 
moment^more  discontented  than  be- 
fore  the  attempt  of  an   invasion. 
I  suppose  I  shall  now  be  told,  that 
I  am  holding  out  an  invitation  to 
the  French.     No,  sir,  I  am  not  in- 
viting the  French :  I  am  inviting 
bis  majesty-s  ministers  to  take  mea- 
sures for  removijig  that  discontent 
whiefa  the  enemy  may  regard  as  an 
invitation.  But  we  find  that  Ireland 
IS  divided  into  two  parts :  the  con- 
tented and  discon tented.  Upon  that 
subject  we  shall  hear  more  in  future  : 
but  let  not  the  right  honourable 
gentleman,  who  spoke  last,  suite  his 
opinion  as  ours.     1  have  said,  that 
the  Catholics  werc^  in  a  state  of  un- 
just exclusion;  but  I  never  have 
said,  that  the  protestants  had  no 
reason  for  complaint,  and  that  they 
Were  not  excluded  from  the  essence 
and  substance  of  the  British  consti- 
tutfon.    ]^ut,  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  says, "  may  not  men  have 
unreasonable  grounds  of  complaint.^ " 


Yes  :  but  that  is  no  reason  ,for  not 
removing  their  just  grounds  of  coqa- 
plaint.     Mr.  Fox  ridiculed  the  se- 
ct etary  of  war's  question, how  could 
we  possib'y  be  invaded,  having  a  su- 
perior naval  force  ?  when  the  sub-  , 
jcct  proposed  for  inquiry  was,  how 
we  came  a<:tually  to  be  invaded  >  , 
Without  expressing  dissatisfaction 
at  the  conduct  of  admiral  Colpoys, 
he  said,  we  ought  to  have  had  a 
second  tieet  at  home*  ready  to  sail 
from  Portsmouth,  as  soon  as  news 
of  the  French  fioet  reached  £ng-    . 
land. 

Mr.  Sturt  said,  that  the  repeated 
insults  offered  to  our  coast  fully  . 
justified  the  iiKjuiry  moved  for*  He 
asierted,thatadmiral  Colpoys's  ship, 
notwithstanding  the  positive  asser- 
tion of  Mr.  Dundas  to  the  contrary, 
did,  in  fact,  come  into  port;  for  lack 
,  of  provisions,  particularly  of  fucl> 
which,  was  jas  bad  as  any  want  j 
for,  he  did  not  think  that. the  trea- 
surer to  the  navy  would  like  raw 
beef  any  more  than  the  sailors.  But 
he  was  astonished  at  nothing  that 
this  gentleraaf)  affirmed ;  so  great 
was  his.  boldness,  confidence,  and  ' 
assurance.  His  whole  statement  of 
the  secLiHty  of  Ireland  was  a  mis- 
statement ;  in  proof  of  which  he 
r<rad  a  letter.  He  hoped  in  God 
he  would  not  much  longer  have  the 
direction  of  naval  or  other  affairs.* 
"  He  might  wriggle  and  grin,  [Mr. 
Dundas  shewing  symptoms  of  un- 
easiness] and  twist  and  toss  his  head 
about  as  much  as  he  pleased,  but 
he  ir>ped  it  would  soon  be  twisted  • 
somevvhere  else." 

Mr.  Pitt,  after  applauding  and 
oonfirming  all  that  had  been  ad- 
vanced by  Mr.  Dundas',  than  which 
he  thoufrht  there  was  nothing  more 
necessary  to  be  urged  in  the  pre- 
sent question,  gbserved  that  tne  ge- 
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neral  question  was  this,  whether  or 
hot  sufficient  preparations  were  made 
by  the  admiralty  to  be  ready  against 
any  possible  expedition,  which 
might  be  fitted  oat  in  the  ports  of 
France  ?  It  was  admitted,  he  said, 
that   either    Portugal    or    Ireland 


and  sailed  in  the  same  expeditions 
as  well  as  other  capiait^sof  the  deet, 
h^djfromthe  same  causes  of  xyeathcr, 
never  been  able  even  to  join  it* 
Admiral  Colpoys'  fleet .  \*as  h:  a 
state  and  condition  to  follow  the 
enemy,  and  the  papers  oftered  to 


was  the  point  of  attack  :  the  one,-,  be  produced  would  pro^e  it.     Mr. 
oui  faithful  ally ;  the  other,  as  dear    Pitt  concluded  his  speech,  on  this 


to  us  as  Gieat  Britain  itself.     What 
was  the  nature  of  our  preparation  ? 
Why,   we  had  our  fleet  actually 
watching    the    enemy    on     their 
cpascs,  and  ready  to  follow  them 
whenever  they  might   go,  in  case 
the  weather  had  permitted  that  we  • 
could  have  known  ti»eir  direction  j 
^ahd  ^«e  had  another  fleet  iri  such  a 
forward  ^tate  of  prc^paratioii,  as  to 
have  been  ready  to  have  sailed  in 
•  five  days  after  we  knew  that  the 
Brest  fleet  had  sailed,  had  the  wind 
been  fair.     Had  either  one  fleet  or 
the  other  been  so  forhmate  as  to  have 
mtt  the  enemy,  what  prouigics  of 
valour  n  .ight  we  not  have  expected  ? 
In   •  .^hptct  to ,  tlie  navy  of  Great 
Brii.  ill,  -it  ought  to  be  recollected, 
how    many    and  various   objects, 
and     what    rich  •  and     important 
possessions,  it  had  to  protect.    This 
circumstance iuusr  lessen  our  supe- 
riority in  some  points,  especially, 
when   the  enemy  had,  so  lately, 
been   reinlorccd   by   the  fleets   of 
Spain.     Whar  more  could  be  done 
than  to  have  one  fleet  on  the  French 
coasts,  ancl  anothf  r  ready  for  se^  r 
Having  no  positive  information  of 
the  desfii.atiun  ol  the  enemyV  fleet, 
occasioned,  by    iIjc   mere  circum- 
^  stance   of  fogs    and   tempestuous 
weather,   was  itextraonii nary  that 
we  should  have  been  so  long  in  the 
darK,  and  unable  to  And  out  their 
place   of    rt-i)dczvr»iis,    when    iho 
French  admiral  and  general  Ho  hr, 
^\ho  were  in  possession  of  tl)e  secret. 


occasion,  by  complaining  of  Mr, 
Fox*s  manner  of  speaking  concern-* 
ing  Ireland, -which  he  considered  as 
violent  and  iiiflammatory.  On  a  ^ 
division  of  the  house,  oiv  Mr.  Whit- 
bread's  motion,  the  previous  quesr 
tion,  against  it,  was  carr;ed  by  201 
against  62. 

*  On  the  same  subject,  a  motionr 
was  irsade,   on   INlarch   16,  in  the 
house    of  peers,    by    the    earl    of 
Albemarle.     Before  he .  proceeded, 
however,  he  ^ssiyred  the  bouse,  that 
,  he  did  not  mean  to  offer,  or  even 
hint,  the  smallest  disrespect,  citlier 
to  any  of  the  gallant  ofHcers'enj* 
ployed  in  any  of  our  -fleets,  or  to 
the  admiralty.     The  only  object  he 
had  in  view  Vi'as/  an  inquiry.     It 
was  the  universal  t)pinion  that  blame 
lay  somewhere.    It  was  only  ne- 
cessary for  him  to  Remind  their  lord-^ 
ships,  that  ministers  must  have  been 
inlormed,    even   long  before    the 
meeting  of  the  present  parliament, 
that  an. invasion,  of  either   Ireland 
or  til  is  coniir>',  or  both,  was  in- 
tended.-  Why,  then,  was  no  fleet 
of  ours  stationed  ou  the  coast  of 
Ireland  for   its   protection  ?     This 
question  appeared  to  him  to  be  of 
still  greater  importance,  turn  what 
had  fallen  from  the  first  lord  of  the 
admiralty,    who   had   dcciaied  his 
belief,  *'  that  if  the  thing  was  to  be 
done  over  again.**     I^ord  Albemarle 
theii  entered  into  a  circumstantial 
review  of  ihr  whole  proceedings  of 
the  enemies  of  our  ovvi^  flu  ts.  The 
following 
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following   are  the    most  striking 
of  his  o^rvations  and  arguments. 
On   the  twentieth  of  December, 
ncwi  arrived,   in  England,  of  the 
French  fleet  having  left  Brest ;  on 
the  twenty-second,  orders  were  sent 
to  lordBridport  to  sail  immtdialely, 
with  the  fleet  under  his  command  : 
and,  by  a  letter  from  his  lordship 
to  the  admiralty,  then  on  the  table, 
it    appeared,    that   lord    Bridport 
could  not  sail  till  the  twenty-fifth, 
on  account  of  some  of  the  ships  of 
his-squadron  not  being  ready.     He 
arrived^  however, with  his  squadron, 
seventeen  sail  of  the  line,  and  some 
frigates.     The  French  fleet  consist- 
ed of  eighteen  sail  of  the  line,  se- 
veral frigates,  and  numerous  trans- 
ports,, all  full  of  troops.  Lord  Brid- 
port, after  cruizing  in  quest  of  the 
enemy,    finally    returned  to   port, 
without  having  fallen  in  with,  or 
seen,  a  single  ship  of  the  enemy. 
The  French  fleet  had  remained  at 
anchor,  in  Bantry -bay, some  of  them 
during  a  period  of  eleven  or  twelve 
days.  On  account  of  adverse  winds, 
and  v<;ry  stormy  weather,  the  great- 
est part  of  it  was  dispersed :  but 
had  a  force  of  only   five   or  six 
•  thousand  men  been  able  to  eflect 
a  landing,  it   was  very   probable, 
from  the  internal  state  of  Ireland 
at  the  time,  that  Cork,  with  all  its 
stores  and    provisions,  roust    have: 
tllcn  into  their  hands.'    "^fhe  rarl 
of  Albemarle  said,  tliat  he  had  no 
doubt  of  the  great  anxiety  of  lord 
Bridport  Co  sail  as  speedily  as  pi)s- 
Bible.    He  had  been  told,  however, 
that  our  fleet  was  never  kuow^i  to 
have  carried   so   little  sail :    from 
^whence  he  could  not  but  suppose, 
that  this  mode  of  sailing  down  ilie 
channel  was  adopted  in  consequence 
of  orders  received  from  the  admi- 
ralty.   If  sutHcient  sail, had  bcea 


carried,  lord  Bridport  might  havo 
been  offBantry-bay  two  days  sooner 
than  he  was.  Another  thing,  which 
appeared  very  extraordinary,  was, 
that  after  the  noblj  adn^ral  had 
found  that  the  whole  of  the  enemy's 
fleet  hid  left  the  Irish  coast,  he  still 
continued  to  cruize  otf  Bantry-bay, 
during  a  dny  and  a  hiilf,  iKforjc  he 
proceeded  any  where  in  quest  of 
t'lem.  Lord  Albemarle  then  adr 
verted  to  the  situalio.i  of  the  fleet 
under  admiral  Colpoyi  ;  many  of 
whose  ships  were  in  great  want  of 
thoseciiscntial  .snides  onship-b^rd, 
water  and  fuel.  When  the  fog 
cleared  away,  and  it  was  discovered 
that  the  French  armament  had  set 
sail,  admiral  Col  poy  shad  immediate- 
ly sai led ,  w  i  1  [i  h  i s  s qua d  ron ,  for  t  he 
Lizard,  as  the  most  likely  place  for 
gaining  intelligence  of  the  enemy  j 
hut,  when  became  ihither,  he  found 
several  of  his  ships  so  much  in  want 
of  essential  necessaries,  and  the 
weather  sue!)  that  he  could  not  pro- 
vide them  from  others  ;  and,  after 
sending  away  first  one  and  then  an* 
other,  bad  aft-rwards  found  it  mo&t 
adviseable  to  return  with  the  whole. 
And,  he  actually  arrived  in  port  on 
the  very  day  that  lord  Bridport 
s;iiled.  I.  appj^ared  very  strange, 
that  lord  Brid))ort  had  not,  much 
sooner  than  the  twenty -second  of 
Dccf  mber,  bet* n  ordered  out,  with 
a  fleet  sutHcientto  have  replaced  all 
those  ships,  under  admiral  G)lpovs, 
which  were  in  waijt  ot  necessaries, 
and  tak^n  the  rest  under  his  com- 
mand to  have  continued  »n  that 
station,  whilt?  other  ships  were  sent 
out  to  him  as  ttiey  cou  d  have  ^ol 
read  v.  It  was  clear,  from  iho 
whole  f^ice  of  tlw  iran»*aclions'ihHt 
had  parsed,  th<<t,  ;f  admiral  Colp*\vs 
hiid  found  his  fleet  in  a  suitable  con- 
dition to  havC'  pioceeded  directly 
[Q  4J  to 
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to  Irelandj  he  must  have  fallen  m 
wkh  the  French  i  and  what  account 
he  would  have  given  of  them,  in 
such  an  event,  nobody  would  be 
at  a  losf  to  guess.  Had  lord  Brid- 
port  sailed,  even  with  nine  sail  of 
the  line,  when  he  first  received 
orders  so  to  do,  nothing  could  have 
prevented  his  falling  in  with  a  very- 
great  part  of  the  enemy's  fleet,  and, 
thereby,  totally  annihilating  all  their 
hopes  of  any  successful  attempt  at 
invasion.  The  earl  of  Albemarle 
concluded  with*  expressing  his  firm' 
persuasion,  that  the  -facts  to  which 
he  alluded,  and  the  particulars  he 
bad  mentioned,  were  amply  suffi- 
cient to  induce  their  lordships  to 
enter  on  the  inquiry  he  was  about 
to  propose.  He  should,  therefore, 
move,  "  that  a  committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  th^  measures 
which  had  been  taken  by  f'overn- 
ment  for  the  naval  defence  of  Iie- 
land  when  an  invasion  was  at- 
tempted,'*       . 

The  earl  Spencer  said,  it  was  im- 
possible for  any  government  to  ob- 
tain, at  all  times,  correct  informa- 
tion respecting  the  plans  and -designs 
of  an  enemy.  In  the  present  in- 
stance, the  admiralty  had  acted  ac- 
cording to  the  best  of  their  infor- 
mation. With  resprct  to  admiral 
Colpoys'  squadron  being  long  at  sea* 
he  confessed,  that  he  was  friendly  tdr ' 
thesysttnjofmakitigfleetsfrequently 
change  their  elation  j  in  the  present 
case,  however,  the  squadron,  under 
the  command  of  that  gallant  admiral, 
had  been  kept  out  of  port  longer 
than  usiial,  m  consequence  of  sii* 
Roger  Curtis,  who  had  gone  in 
qu^st  of  admiral  I^icher\,  and  who 
was  to  succeed  admiral  (  olpoyc  on 
the  Brest  ttalioni  being  a  fortnight 
later  of  aniving  in  purt  than  was 
expected.     He   affirmed,   however, 


that  that  fleet  was  not  forced  to 
come  into  port  by  a  want  of  neces- 
saries, but  that  it  was  driven  up  the 
channel  by  tempestuous  weather. 
After  the  French  fleet  had  eluded 
the  vigilance  of  admiral  Colpoys, 
to  whom  iie  wished  to  give  ever)- 
degree  of  credit,  for  his  active  and 
enterprising  services  on  his  station, 
he  had  adopted  the  wisest  course  it 
was  possible  for  him  to  take.  His 
lordship  next  proceeded  to  vindicate 
the  conduct  of  the  fl:et  under  lord 
Bridport,  As  soon  as  the  admiralty 
received  intelligence  of  the  sailing 
of  the^  French  fleet,  orders  were 
sent  lord  Briciport  to  prepare  for  sea, 
with  all  possible  expedition.  The 
ships  under  his  command,  how- 
ever, could  not  be  got  ready  till 
the  twr^nty. fifth  of  December,  five 
days  aft-,  r  the  date  of  the  order. 
The  earl  Spenctr  read  extracts 
from  several  letters  froYn  sir  Peter 
Parker,  the  port -admiral  atSpithead, 
the  substance  of  which  was,  that  the 
ships,  destined  to  join  lord  Brid- 
port, at  St.  Helim*s,  could  not  sail 
on  account  of  the  adverse  winds. 
From  all' these  circumstances,  it  so 
happei.cd,  that  lord  Bridport  could 
not  j>ut  to  sea  till  the  third  of  Janu- 
ary' ;  and  it  so  happened,  also,  that 
the  enemy  eluded  his  vigilance  : 
he  could  by  no  means  allow,  how* 
ever,  that  Ireland  owed  its  safetj^ 
to  the  winds;  on  the  contrary,  it 
was  the  winds,  and  the  winds  only, 
that  prevented  the  French  fleet 
"from  being  destroyed,  either  by 
■admiral  Colpoys,  or  lord  Bridport. 
Having  entered  into  this  explana- 
tion, he  was  persuaded  their  lord- 
ships would  consider  the  paper  upon 
their  table  as  superseding  the  neces- 
sity of  an  inquiry.  He  should  there- 
fore give  his  decided  negative  to  the 
mption  of  theiioble  lord* 
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The  eari  of  Carlisle  did  not  think 
that  the  selected  documents  on  the  ta- 
ble could  conamonicate  the  satis- 
faction which  was  required.     He  la- 
mented that  oninisters  had  not  come 
forward  with  them  aooner,  and  ofier 
their  explanations    when  it  might 
have  been  possible  to  collect  infor- 
mation from  other  sources^  and  espe- 
cialiy  when  they  had  an  opportunity 
of  hearing  what  the  noble  lord  wln> 
commanded  the  fleet  knew  on  the 
subject.  He  wished  to  have  it  satis- 
factorily ejL  plained,  why  ministers, 
when  they  had  information  of  ;'the 
preparations  made  by  theeo«?my  and 
the  sailing  of  the  Brest  fleet,  had  not 
provided  a  force,  under  lord  Brid- 
pott,  sufficiently  strong  to  have  been 
superior  to  the  cohseqaences  of  two 
ships  (the  Prince  and  the  Sanspareil) 
running  foul  of  one  another,   and 
which  would  have  guarded  against 
the  delay  which  such  accidents  had 
occasioned.     He  wished  likewise  to 
know  why  it  was  four  days  Ix^fore 
the  fleet  was  ready  to  sail,  after  the 
news  of  the  French   fleet  being  at 
seabad  arrived  I  .Why,  too.ministcrs 
had  not  given  admiral  Colpoys  spe- 
cific orders  to  make  Ireland  the  chief 
object  of  his  regard  ?  It  was  the  duty 
offflinisters  to  watch  over  the  safety 
of  Ireland  with  the  same  care  which 
was  demanded    for  the   safety  of 
Great  Britain.    When   they  knew 
the  designs    of  the  enemy  tp  be 
pointed  against  that  count ry^  why 
was  not  admiral  Colpoys  sent  direct- 
ly for  its  defence  ?  Had  they  given 
sQch  ia  positive  order  to  admiral  Col- 
poys, there  would  have  been  no  oc- 
casion for  any  delay  in   lord  Brid-* 
port's  sailing  j  because,  in  proceed- 
ing directly  to  Ireland  with  the  force 
be  could  muster,  he  must  have  fallen 
in  with  some  of  admiral  Colpoys's 
squadron,  which  would  have  en- 


abled him  to  face  .the  French  witt 
complete  success.  Even  after  admira- 
X^olpoys*8  return,  why  were  not  such 
ships  as  were  fit  for  service  again  sent 
out  to  re- in  force  lord  H  rid  port  ?  Tlio 
marquis  of  Atfcrcom,  after  severely 
arraigning  the  total  negligence  of 
ministers  lo  take  any  measures  for 
the  defence  of  Irelarvd,  said,  that,  iii 
order  to  establish  the  justification  of 
ministers,  the  papers  on  their  lord- 
ships' table  ought  to   have  proved 
four  points :  that  this  country  had  a 
suflicient  fleet,  ready  for  sea  ;  that" 
admiral  Colpoys's    fleet  was  suf- 
ficiently strong  .to  keep  the  sea;  that 
admiral  Colpoys    was   sufHcienrljr 
provided  with  stores  and  provisions i 
and  that  he  had  received  particular 
orders  to  turn  his  attention  to  Ire- 
land, and  to  proceed  to  that  ishmd, 
as   66oa    as    he    should    have  re- 
ceived iulelligence  that  the  French 
fleet  had  sailed.      None  of  these 
points,  however,  appeared  from  the 
papers.     On  the  contrary,   it  was 
proved,  that  admiral  Colpoys's  fleet 
had  been  too  long  at  sea  $  that  it 
was  not   sufliciently  provided  with 
stores  and  provisions  >  and,   above 
all,  that  no  particular  attention  had 
been  paid  to  Ireland,  nor  any  posi- 
tive orders  given  to  admiral  Colpoys 
to  make  its  safety  his  principal  ob- 
ject.    Under  such  circumstances, 
the  marquis  could  have  no  hesitation 
to  vote  fjr  the  inquiry. 

The  earl  Spencer,  with  respect  to 
admiral  Colpoys,  would  only  say, 
that  if  his  fleet,  togetlierwiih  'hat  of 
lord  Bridport,  had  gone  to  Ireland, 
the  channel  would  have  been  left 
open  to  the  Dutch  fleet.  One  of  the 
causes  of  lord  Bridporl's  fleet  not 
hav^mg  been  i:cady  in  time  was,  the 
daiiiage  which  several  ships  sustain- 
ed in  a  hard  gale  of  wind  in  the 
channel. 
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The  earl  of  Moira  considered  die 
real  point  in  question  to  be,  why  ad- 
miral Colpoys  had  not  received  or- 
ders to  proceed  to  Ireland,  as  soon 
as  he  received  information  that  the 
French  fleet  had  sailed.  A  noble 
earl  (Spencer)  had  contend^  that, 
from  the  mass  of  intelligence  which 
ministefs  received,  it  was  impossible 
to  decide  on  the  real  object  of  the 
enemy*s  expedition.  But  did  nut 
the  noble  earl  know,  tli^^t  it  was  the 
province  of  talents  and  ability  to  de- 
duce causes  and  consequences  from 
the  materials  with  which  they  might 
be  furnished,  and  that  on  such  occa- 
sions only  true  sagacity  was  to  be 
discQvered?  He  had  been  at  Dublin 
when  the  preparations  of  the  enemy 
were  going  on,  and  the  arms,  stores, 
and  other  articles  with  which  they 
were  provided,  demolistrated  the 
real  point  of  their  destination .  That 
their  design  was  to  furnish  the  dis- 
contented in  Ireland  with  arms  was 
evident.  But  if  the  best  means 
of  securing  Irebnd  had  not  been 
taken,  this  did  not  affect  the  admi- 
ralty exclusively,  but  the  administra- 
tion in  general.  He  should  vote  for 
the  enquiry  in  thehope  that  the  house 
would  proceed  farther,  shew  to 
whom  the  disasters  of  the  war  were 
to  be  attributed,  and  why  minister^ 
did  not  seize  and  improve  the  fa- 
voura%)le  opportunities  which  were 
'  presented. 

The  earl  of  Liverpool  maintained 
jrhat  a  channel  fleet,  equal  to  that  of 
the  enemy,  had  always  been  deemed 
suflicient  for  our  dVfence.  Such 
was  the  umlerstandin^in  the  last  and 
all  our  former  wars.  That  the  fleet 
under  admiral  Colpoys  was  fitted  to 
face  the  enemy's  was  a  point  that 
ilid  not  «eefii  to  be  much  disputed. 
As  to  tlie  place' to  which  he  wasto 
difect  his  force,  he  begged  leave  to 


fay,  that  it  was  not  intended  for  the 
defence  x)f  Ireland  exclusively,  but 
for  every  part  of  his  majesty's  Euro- 
pean  dominions.  With  re„»ard  to 
the  question,  where  the  fleet  could  be 
best  stationed  for  general  defence,  he 
maintained  that  it  had  actually  been 
stationed  in  a  place  and  situation 
where  it  could  operate  to  the  best 
advantage  for  the  defence  of  this 
nation  J  and  was  in  readiness  to  co»iie 
to  t!ie  defence  of  Ire  and,  as  soon  as 
that  of  any  other  part  Admiral 
.Coli>oys  h.'id  orders  to  intercept  the 
enemy's  fleet  inning  to  any  part  of 
the  world,  and  although  it  appeared 
doubtful,  at  that  time,  >«-betber 
they  were  intended  for  Ireland  or 
Poruigal,  was  it  possil^.le  to  imagine^ 
tliat  if  admiral  Coipoys  thought  they 
were  going  to  Ireland,  he  had  such 
orders  as  did  not  leave  him  at  liberty 
to  follow  them  to  Ireland?  The  ad- 
miral, viewing  all  circumstances> 
formed  the  resolutioa  of  reoaaining 
on  his  station.  From  all  the  infor* 
mation  he  had,  the  admiral  wa& 
right  in  so  doing  I  and  all  that  hap« 
pened  to  disappoint  his  hopes  and 
expectations  was  owing  to  the 
w^ind. 

The  duke  of  Bedford  confessed 
that  he  was  hut  iittle  satisfied  with 
she  consoiarion  held  out  by  the  no-» 
ble  earl,  who  spoke  last,  that  it  was 
always  Ltid  sutiicient  in  former  wars^ 
for  us  !o  equal  the  enemy  with  a 
channel  tl(f.t;  thereby  insinuating, 
that  it  wonld  be  suflicient  for  us  to 
do  so  in  thi  .  t^uch  doctrine  ap-« 
pea  red  to  hin:  lu  be  but  frigid  conso- 
lation, after  ilic  repeated  assertions 
which  had  been  made,  that  we  had 
almost  annihilated  the  maritime 
power  of  trance.  It  had  been  said 
tiiat  at  the  time  the  arhiameni  waa 
preparing  at  Brest,  it  was  uncertain 
whetjier  it  wa«  intended  for  Ireland 
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«  for  Portugal,  and  that  the  chance 
va<;  equal.    Now  he  would  ask, 
vhfther,  suppasiog  the  chance  to  be 
fqual,  tSere  was  a  man  in  this  world 
«ho  tbongbt  it  would  be  wise  in 
U)  to  put  Portugal  in  the  scale  against 
Jrfland?*  Whether  there  was  a  man 
upon  earth  rash  enough  to  put  these 
two  chances    upon    an    equality  ? 
With  regard  to  the  interest  of  this 
country  in  thwarting  the  expedition, 
admiral  Colpoys,  he  had  no  doubt, 
acted  well,  according  to  the  mtbr- 
nation  and  instructions  he  received ; 
Iwu  he  must  contend,  that  from  the 
information  which  ministers  recei* 
^ed,  be  ought  to  have  had  positive 
crdersto  sail  to  Ireland  :  and  here  it 
»is  notorious,  from  the  documents 
*l»ich  ministers  themselves  had  laid 
i^pon  the  table,  that  this  fleet  ought 
lij  have  been  in  Ireland  when  the 
French  were  there  j  for  ministers 
fc}d  early  information  of  the  Brest 
ficet  being  to  sail,  and  probably,  at 
^5t,  that  they  were  destined  for 
Ifclaiui ;  indeed  they  could  not  even 
<Jpny  that  they  had  information,  or 
that  they  ought  to  have  had  it,  con-p 
iidering  the  vast  sums  of  money  that 
thev  were  allowed  tor  obtaining  in- 
1  diligence.    They  might  have  jiidg- 
«1,  they  ought,    indeed,   to   have 
J^nown,  ftom  the  arm*  that  were  on 
tward,  and  from  the  natureof  the 
equipment,  that  it  was  destined  for 
Ireland. 

Lord  Hood  expressed  his  con- 
vJcrion,  that  the  motion,  if  adopted 
by  iheir  lordships^  could  be  of  no 
«Tvice,  but,  would  do  mischief. 
He  was  convinced  that  every  possi- 
ble measure  had  been  adopted,  du- 
ring the  coui  se  of  the  war,  by  the  na- 
val department,  for  the  go<Kl  ot  the 
nation.  He  said  that,  while  his 
n^pptai  faculties,  such  as  they  were, 
'oiiiiimed,  he  should  have  been  glad 


to  serve  in  the  pncsent  just  and  ne* 
cessar)'  war,  if  he  had  been  per- 
mitted to  do  so. 

Lord  Auckland  could  sec  no  rea-* 
son  for  considering  what  had  hap- 
pened on  the  coa*t  of  Ireland,  as  a 
miscarriage  on  oUr  pajt.  The  ad- 
vantage was  all  on  our  side.  The 
enemy  had  failed  in  their  expedi- 
tion, and  lorrt  one -fourth  of  their 
ships  and  nearly  five  thousand  of 
their  men. 

The  earl  of  Guildford  observed, 
that  some  sort  of  enquiry  bad  been 
judged  to  be  necessary  even  by  ad- 
ministration :  for  no  sooner  had  tljc 
subject  been  mentioned  in  the  house, 
than  the  noble  lord,  at  the  head  of 
the  admiralty,  was  ready  to  produce 
the  papers  that  had  been  laid  on  ^he 
table.  That  th^se  had  been  garbled, 
he  would  not  say  :  but  he  would  at 
It-ast  contend  that,  for  the  purpose  of 
conveying  information,  they  had 
been  very  badly  selected.  He  could 
not  find  in  those  papers,  any  good 
reason  for  admiral  Colpoys  being 
kept  so  long  at  sea.  With  respect 
to  the  real  destination  of  the  Brest 
fleet,  the  ministers.  weVe,  he  be- 
lieved, the  only  persons  who  enter- 
tained auy  doubt.  He  concluded 
with  observing,  that,  unless  their 
lordships  felt  the  propriety  of  the  in- 
quiry proposed  theniselves,  from  the 
papers  themselves,  and  the  sp^ech  of 
the  noble  car)  at  the  head  of  the  ad« 
miralty,  nothing  that  could  be  said 
on  the  subject,  could  have  any  ellect 
oil  their  lordships'  minds. 

Lord  Grenville,  after  declaring 
the  harmony  and  concert  that  so 
happily  reigned  among  the  miniKtry, 
and  th.'  shar^  he  himself  had  taken 
in  the  transaction  in  question,  and 
his  readiness  to  take  also  his  hhiire  of 
r€vS])onhibility  attached  to  it,  com- 
piainfd,  that  whenever  anj  expc-  ' 
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d'ttioD  failed,  the  whole  blame  wns 
thrown  upon  ministers,  without 
stopping  to  ascertain,  whctl/tr  ihey 
were,  in  fact,  gailiy.  It  was  sup- 
posed, tbac  they  could,  at  pleasure, 
command  the  winds  and  waves,  aird 
jiend  a  fleet  up  or  down  the  chan- 
'  nel  at  a  moment's  warning.  H  had 
been  represented^  though  without 
loss  on  our  part,  as  a  national  dis- 
grace: yet  whatever  failure  there 
was,  it  was  on  the  side  of  the  ene- 
my} who  bad  lost,'  in  all,  he  be- 
iievedfl  eleven  armed  vessels."  It 
might  have  been  supposed,  from  the 
manner  in  which  some  noble  lords 
had  spoken^  that  this  was  a  com- 
plete triumph  of  the  French  fleet 
overours:  whereas,  infact,  their  only 
boast  was,  that  they  had  succeeded 
in  escaping'from  our  fleet,  Whetj, 
before  the  administration  of  the  pre- 
sent ministry,  would  the  French 
have  condescen^led  .to  make  bucli  a 
boast  ?  When,  before  tlie  existence 
of  the'  present  ministry,  wqujd  they 
not  have  considers  1  it  as  a  disgrace? 
Koble  lords  had  complimented 
ministry  justly,  though  uninten- 
tionally. "  You  have  not,  said  he, 
been  able  to  catch  this  miserable 
wreck  of  a  French  fleet.*'  Who, 
exclaimed  lord  Grenville,  made  it  a 
wreck  ?  The  present  government. 
In  no  former  administration,  he  ob- 
served, had  this  country  ever  been 
able  to  keep  two  fleets  in  the  chan- 
nel ',  each  of  them  equal  b  that  of 
the  French  ;  the  one  ready  for  sail- 
ing, the  other  blocking  up  Brest. 
But  if  noble  lords  supposed,  that 
because  our  fleet  was  superior,  the 
enemy,  if  tlie  administration  had 
directed  it  properly,  cobld  not  have 
got  to  the  coast  of  Ireland,  he  would 
refer  them  to  two  instances — one  in 
l6sg,  in  which  year  the  French 


landed  in  Irebnd,  notwithstanding 
(hat  lord  Torrington  was  at  sea 
with  a  formidable  fleet :  and  one  in 
the  succeeding  year,  when  the  same 
attempt  uas  made  with  success,  al- 
though admiral  Russcl  did  every 
thing  in  his  power  to  prevent  it. 
As  to  Ii eland,  l6rd  Grenville  was 
ready  to  allow,  that  its  defence,  as 
well  as  that  of  England,  depended 
on  the  fleet :  but  the  internal  state 
of  Ireland,  notwithstanding  all  that 
had  been  alleged,  he  had  the  salis*- 
faction  to  assure  their  lordships,  was 
by  no  means  such  as  to  render  such 
an  invasion  at  all  alarming.  The 
French  aflecied  to  have  some  hopes 
of  being  joined  in  Ireland^  but  tlic 
ev^'it  shewed  how  much  tjiey  were 
mistaken.  This  was  a  convincing 
argument  in  ajiswer  to  tliose  who 
declaimed  on  the  discontents  in  Ire- 
land, and  would,  he  hoped»  prevent 
or  be  recollected  in  all  future  dis- 
cussions  on  that  subject.  He  begged 
leave,  in  justice  to  his  majesty's 
miui;5ters,  to  bring  to  their  lord* 
ships*  recollection,  the  diflerent  in- 
stances in  which  the  naval  undeto 
takings  of  the  French  had,  in  the 
course  of  the  present  war,  been  dc* 
feated.  The  shameful  and  cow- 
ardly conduct  of  Richery,  after  nc 
left  Toulon,  and  the  manner  in 
which  he  avoided  th^  British  squa- 
dron till  l)e  was  streogtbeneii  by 
the  accession  of  a  British  fleet ;  the 
event  of  the  first^of  June,  one  of  the 
most  memorable  in  the  history  of 
nautical  aflairs;  and  the  late  de* 
cisive  victory,  were  evidence  on 
which  the  defence  of  the  countr)' 
particularly  depended.  Whatever 
we  might  feel -for  the  miscarriage  of 
the  undertakings  of  our  allies  on  the 
continent,  in  our  naval  under- 
takings there  was  nothing  but  tri^ 
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ninph.  In  the  continental  min- 
camage  we  had,  indeed^  suffered 
some  pecuniarj  loss^  which  could  be 
easOy  repairrd  :  and  he  was  so  far 
from  regretting  what  bad  been  thus 
expended,  that  were  it  possible  to 
recall  what  was  passed,  he  would 
iDte  for  the  assistance  that  had 
been  actually  given  over  again. 

The  marquis  of  Lansdowne  said, 
tKat  in  Ireland  it  had  been  a  preju- 
dice to  represent  the  goveninient  of 
this  country,  as  careless  of  the  sister 
khigdom.  At  present  a  new  dis- 
content had  arisen,  and  gentlemen 
who  were  in  the  habit  of  corre- 
iponding  with  Ireland,  knew  very 
well  that  they  who  had  formerly 
taken  the  part  of  the  government, 
were  now  forced  to  acknowledge,, 
that  Ireland  had  been  neglected. 
Applications  had  been  made  from 
thence  for  protection  ;  and  it  must 
i»  confessed  that  country'  had 
l>«n  abandoned  by  England.— 
Ministers  had  pledged  to  keep  up 
»  great  land  force  in  Ireland, 
which  they  had  withdrawn,  In 
the  last  war,  a'  pledge  had  been 
made,  that  a  naval  forge  should,  in 
all  future  wars,  be  kept  oflf  the  Irish 
coast ;  and  were  he  minister  now, 
he  should  think  it  necessary'  to  sta- 
tion a  fleet  in  the  Cove  of  Cork  im- 
mediately. An  inquiry  could  not 
but  be  satisfactory  in  every  point 
of  Tiew^  satisfactory  to  admiral  Col- 
poyg,  to  lord  Bridport,  and  to  the 
profession  at  large.  There  were, 
besides,  other  persons  concefned 
w  the  inquiry  ;  the  admiralty,  the 
commissioners  of  accounts,  and  other 
inferior  boards.  It  would  not  im- 
pede, but  accelerate  operations. 
Ministers,  indeed,  had  sh^wn  some 
consciousness  of  the  necessity  of  a 
n».ock  inquiry  at  least,  by  their  pro- 
ducing papers  ;  and  the  first  thing 
to  be  remarked   on  these   papers 


was  the  notoriodk  want  of  intelK* 
gence.  The  noble  earl  had  said^ 
that  he  would  resign  when  he  could 
find  a  person  daring  enough  to  con 
tend  against  the  winds.  What  the 
public  wanted  was,  not  a  man  who 
could  govern  against  the  winds  and 
waves,  but  one  who  would  govern 
with  them :  this  was  the  case  in  the 
present  jn stance.  The  wind  had  been 
favourable ;  and  all  that  had  been 
wanting,  was  an  admiralty  capable 
of  making  use  of  it.  On  the  16th  of 
December,  admiral  Colpoys  recriv- 
ed  intelligence  of  the'  French  havinpf 
sailed,  the  wind  continued  fair,  and 
if  he  had  proper  orders,  he  would 
have  been  off  the  Irish  coasts  Had 
the  ships  under  lord  Bridport  been 
ready,  the  wind  would  still  have 
.been  fair.  The  noble  earl  had 
talked  of  long  nights;  was  it  so 
great  a  reach  of  foresight  to  know 
that  there  were  long  nights  in  De- 
ccinber?  But  the  French  fleet,  it 
seemed,  might  have  gone  up  the 
channel.  In  the  first  place,  the 
wind  was  against  them ;  but  if  they 
had,  what  would  have  been  the 
case  ?  They  would  have  been  under" 
Ijck  and  key.  The  remainder  of 
the  subject  lay  in  a  very  small  <rom- 
pass :  it  turned  upon  two  points* 
Why  were  not  orders  <nven  to  ad- 
miral Colpoys  to  go  off  Cape  Clear  > 
And  why  were  not  more  ships  kept 
ready  at  Portsmouth  ? 

The  earl  Fitzwilliam  snid,  that 
where  thorc  h-.id  been  blame,  there  ' 
ought  to  be  inquir)'.  Some  expres- 
sions that  had  been  thrown  out  of 
•*  greater  care  being  required  for 
England  than  Ireland,"  would  make 
a  deep  impressior^  on  the  minds  of 
the  people  of  that  country ;  and  he 
was  sorry  to  have  heard  them. 

Lord  Grenville assured  their  lord- 
ships, that  they  might  set  their  minds 
at  rest  on  the  subject  of  Ireland  ;. 
which. 
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which,  so  ^ar  from  having  been  ne- 
glects d,  had  been  the  object  of  par- 
ticular attention.  Tlie  house  hav- 
ing divided  on  lord  Albemarle's 
■  motion,  it  appeared  that  it  waS  re- 
jectt'd  by  74  against  14. 

The  noble  secretary's  repeated 
assurances  respecting  the  security, 
external  and  internal,  jof  Ireland, 
vei'e  not  satisfactory  to  the  mem- 
bers in  opposition  to  government, 
nor  to  some  not  always  or  ofttn  in 
opposition,  in  both  b'ouses  of  par- 
liamcnt.  Motions  for  inquiries  into 
the  internal  state,  and  allaying  the 
discontents,  of  Ireland  were  made> 
and  gave  rise  to  animated  and  long 
debates  in  both  houses.  Of  these 
debates,  however,  it  would  be  un- 
necessary, and  even  nugatory,  to  give 
other  than  a  ver}'  summary  account : 
as  tlic  eitplosion  which  soon  after 
took  place,  throws  ga^atcr  light*  on 
the  situation  of  Ireland  than  was, 
at  this  time,  enjoyed,  proves  or 
disproves  the  statements  of  facts,  on 
which  much  of  those  debates  was 
founded  ;  and,  on  th^  whole,  sinks 
much  of  the  interest  in  those  tern-" 
pdrary  and  temporizing  effusions, 
in  the  events  which  it  produced, 
and  the  new  spirt  and  order  of 
affairs  by  which  these  have  been 
succeeded.  And  here  we  shall  take 
occasion,  once  for  all,  to  observe, 
that  in  relating  the  transactions  of 
parliament,  it  is  -not  so  much  our 
object  to  display  the  eloquence  of 
the  different  speakers,  which  would 
ft  well  our  narrative  to  the  size  of 
•everal  volumes/^  as  to  pursue  the 
tliread  of  the  main  reasoning  on 
which  the  main   decisions  turyed, 


or  on  which >   at  least,  th^  weftf 
rested." 

.  In  the  house  of  peers,  the  earl  | 
of  Moira  rose  to  make  a  motion,  j 
of  which,  as  usual  in  all  similar 
cases,  he  had  ja;iven  previous  notice,  \ 
respecting  Ireland,  on  the  twenty- 
first  of  March.  The  exordium  of 
his  lordship's  speech  turned  on  the 
delicacy  that  was  to  be  observed, 
in  agitating  questions  in  which 
separate  and  independent  legisla- 
tures^^in  agitating  questions  in 
which  the  privileges  and  the  in* 
depem^ence  of  each  other,  were  j 
involved.  Yet,  when  urgent  cases 
render  interference  necessary,  the 
delicacy  which  may  be  observed, 
may  remove  every  jealousy  which 
might  otherwise  be  excited;  and 
it  would  be  meritorious  for  the  | 
different  parties  mutually  to  ma- 
nifest their  attention,  and  their 
anxiety  for  objects  in  which  their 
common  interests  were  concern-  { 
ed.  On  these  grounds  he  had 
now  risen!  for  the  purpose  of 
moving  a  humble  address  to  his 
majesty,  that  he  would  be  gra- 
ciously pleased  to  interpose  his  pa-  I 
temal  and  beneficent  interference, 
to  remedy  the  discontents  which 
prevailed  in  Ireland,  and  which 
create  the  most  serious  alarm  for 
the  deaxest  interests  of  that  coun- 
try, and  of  the  British  empire. — 
The  extent  and  rapid  increase 
of  the  discontents  which  prevailed 
in  Ireland,  were  subjects  of  suf- 
ficient notoriety  to  form  the  ground 
of  this  proceeding.  He  should  ab- 
stain, therefore,  from  an  enumera- 
tion of  the  particulars  which  had 


•  The  curiosity  of  knowing  what  was  said,  on  such  and  such  an  occanon,  by  such 
and  such  a  speaker,  will  be  best  gratified  by  the  newspapers  and  tnagazuiesofthc 
4ay  ^  and  the  annual  volumes  of  parU«meuniry  debates. 
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come  to  his  knowledg^e,   and  of 
which,  indeedi  he    had    recently 
been   witness.     In   addressing   his 
majesty,  to  the  effect  proposed,  the 
bouse  would  not  only  exercise  one 
ef  its  most   important  privileges, 
but  fuliil  one  of  its  most  important 
duties.     If  it   appeared  that  the 
coun9eilerft,inore  immediately  about 
his  majesty's  person,  his  majesty's 
ministers,  had  not  ^ven  that  ad- 
vice which  was  calculated  to  en« 
sure  the  happiness  and  prosperity 
of  Ireland,  it  was  the  duty  ot  their 
lordships  to  approach  the  throne 
with  adrice   more  wise  and  salu- 
Ury,    But  it  might  be  said.  What 
influence  could    such  an    address 
carry  with  it*  to  change  the  coun- 
cils by  which  IreUnd  was  govern* 
ed?    To   prove  the  influence   of 
the  British  cabinet,  he  appealed  to 
a  recent  fact ;    he  meant  the  recall 
of  the  earl  Fitzwilliaro,  at  a  time 
when  all  Ireland  concurred  in  the 
measures  which  he  pursued,  when 
that  country  gave  Oie  fairest  pro- 
spect of  tranquillity,  and  the  surest 
pledge  of  assistance  and  suoport 
to  Britain,  in  the  arduous  cirSum- 
itances  in  which  she  was  placed. — 
It  might  be  asked,  What  plan  he 
wished  to  pursue?  This^  lord  Moira 
observed,  was  indicated  in  the  mo- 
tion, he  was  about  to  make,  itself. 
When  they  addressed  his  majesty  to 
interpose  his  paternal  care  and  be- 
nevolence, the  known  goodness  of 
his  nature  left  no  room  for  doubt 
w  to  the  result.  It  was  by  temper, 
equity,  and  good  faith,  that  the 
distractions  of  Ireland  were  to  be 
appeased,  and  their  affections  con- 
ciliated.   No  good  could  be  ex- 
pected from  a  prosecution  of  the 
present  system.  He  was  confident, 
however,  that  the  adoption  of  mea- 
sures,  calculated  to    impress  the 


people  with  confidence  in  govern- 
ment, would  quickly  call  forth 
that  fond  affection  oi  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Ireland  to  this  country, 
which  circumstances  might  cloud, 
but  could  not  extinguish ;  inspirs 
that  zeal  so  necessary  in  the  pre«> 
sent  moment  ;  and  furnish  those 
resources  which  were  requisite  for 
the/critical  situation  in  which  we 
were  placed,  and  the  arduous  con- 
test in  which  we  were  engaged. 
On  thes2  grounds  he  rested  the 
motion  which  he  was  now  to  pro-' 
pose :  "  That  a  humble  address 
be  presented  to  his  majesty,  pr?y- 
ing  that  he  would  be  graciously 
pleased  to  interpose  his  paternal 
and  beneficent  interference  to  allay 
the  discontents  which  at  present 
subsist  in -his  kingdom  of  Ireland^' 
and  which  threaten  the  dearest  in- 
terests of  the  British  empire.** 

Lord  Grenville  said,  m  reply  to 
lord  Moira,  that  his  motion  could 
not  be  adopted  without  breaking 
the  solemn  contract  which  had  been 
entered  into  between  the  two  coun- 
tries ;  without  tearing  asunder  every 
bond  of  union  and  connection,  and 
spreading  distraction  ^and  division 
between  the  members  of  the  British 
empire.  He  should,  therefore,  give 
his  decided  opposition  to  the  pre- 
sent motion,  and  every  proposition 
of  a  similar  tendency.  The  mbtion 
he  considered,  first,  as  unnecessary ; 
secondly,  z^  mischievous.  Under 
the  first  head  he  expatiated  on  the 
measures  that  had  been  taken  by 
his  majesty,  in  the  course  of  a  reign 
of  thirty-six  years,  from  year  to 
year,  to  remove  every  ground  of 
imecisiness  or  discontent  which  the 
situation  of  the  Irish  presented;  the 
improved  state  of  their  commerce  ; 
their  full  enjoyment  of  civil  and 
religious  liberty ;  the  Catholics  ad- 
mitted 


'DigitizecJ  6y 


Googk 


8403    ANNUAL    R  E  G  I  S  T  E  R,    1797. 


mitted  to  the  enjoyment  of  their 
property ;  a  participation  in  every 
civil  and  social  blessing,  and  even 
•haring  in  the  right  of  voting  for 
members  of  parliament.  Nor  were 
the  people  of  Ireland  insensible  or 
^^gratefu1  for  the  benefits  they  had 
received :  their  good  dispositions^ 
and  ^contentment  with  their  situa* 
tion,  he  inferred  from  sundry  cir- 
cumstances, particularly^  their  rea- 
diness to  resist  and  repel  the  threat- 
ened invasion.  With  regard  to  ^he 
mischievous  tendency  of  ihe  motion j 
lord  GreoviUe  remarked  a  di^tinc- 
tion  between  the  subject  of  this, 
and  the  cases  of  common  interest, 
stated  by  lord  Moira,  which  were 
fair- objects  of  negociation.  The 
motion  was  intended  to  be  applied 
to  the  internal  state  of  Ireland,  and 
even,  if  he  understood  it  rightly, 
to  the  frame  of  its  independent 
legislature.  Though  the  British 
legislature  had  restrained  parliament 
from  entertaining  any  bill  which 
pretended,  in  any  degree,  to  bind 
the  inhabitants  of  Iit^lnnd;  their 
lordships  were  now  called  upon  to 
interfere  in  a  point  most  exclusively 
relating  to  the  internal  state  of  that 
country.  Such  an  interference  was 
obviously  improper :  it  was,  besides, 
impossible  for  them  to  proceed  with 
sufficient  information,  which  lay 
mnch  more  within  the  reach  of  their 
own  legislature.  Farther  still,  tbe 
interference  of  the  British  legisla- 
ture, instead  of  remedying  the  dis- 
contents which  were  alleged  to 
prevail,  would  inflame  them.  It 
would  induce  the  people  of  Ireland 
to  imagine  that  their  own  legiab- 
ture  was  indifferent  to  their  weU 
/iire,  and  thus  stir  up  the  divisions 
which  it  was  its  object  to  appease. 
As  the  British  legislature  had  given 
to  Ireland  the  blct8in;rs  of  a  free 


constitution,  the  bes£  way-  to  fix 
their  attachment  to  it,  was,  to  ca- 
gagc  their  confidence  in  its  favour. 
The  earl  Fitzwilliam  admitted  the 
improved  state  of  Ireland.  But 
whatever  circumstances  mi^ht  have 
contributed  to  that  prospenty,  still 
there  might  remain  room  for  sotn^ 
thing  farther  to  be  done.  The 
noble  secretary  had  said,  that  the 
people  of  Ireland  were  not  di^tracted 
and  discontented,  but  traifquil  and 
happy.  Was  it  a  proof  of  this,  that 
acts  of  indemnity  had  been  passed, 
in  the  Irish  parliament,  for  proceed- 
ings beyond  the  law,  which  roust 
have  been  called  for  by  a  conduct 
not  very  consistent  with  tranquil- 
hty  }  If  no  circumstances  of  dis- 
order appeared,  why  were  whole 
parishes,  baronies,  and  even  coun- 
ties, declared  to  be  out  of  the 
king's  peace?  It  was  tikewise 
stated  in  the  proceedings  of  the 
government  in  Ireland,  that  they  j 
were,  in  certain  districts,  disanning 
the  people,  from  which  it  was 
evident  they  had  been  in  arms. 

The  earl  of  Liverpool,  after  re- 
peating and  approving  the  rtfason- 
nig  of  lord  Grenville,  put  the  case 
of  a  motion  bein,^  made,  in  the 
Irish  parliament,  for  the  purpose 
of  inducing  it  to  interfere  in  the 
discussion  of  tbe  great  question  of 
parliamentary  reform,  or  Catholic 
toleration  in  this  country.  How, 
he  asked,  would  such  a  motion  be 
taken  by  the  British  parliament  ? 
The  motion,  before  their  lordships, 
seemed  to  him  to  be  as  mischie- 
vous in  its  tendency,  as  unconsti- 
tutional in  its  principle,  wherefore  - 
he  would  give  it  his  most  decided 
negative. 

The  earl  of  Moira  granted,  that 
the  legislature  of  Ireland  was  inde- 
pendent, but  still  maintained,  that 
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Ih  every  mattf^  where  the  common 
interests  of  both  countries  were 
concerned,  the  British  legislature 
had  a  right  to  interfere.  He  ad- 
mitted, also,  the  adv2ntage<i  which 
Ireland  had*  enjoyed,  under  the 
auspicious  reign  of  his  present  ma- 
jesty. But  why  iibould  it  be  for- 
gotten, that,  notwithstanding  all  the 
generous  liberality  which  the  Irish 
had  experienced  from  their  sove- 
reign, there  was  still  a  part  of  the 
boon  onbestowed  ?  Was  the  house 
to  be  informed  that  the  catholics 
of  Ireland  insisted  on  their  right  of 
being  elected  members  of  the  ler 
gislature,  on  the  ground,  that  if 
ihey  had  some  of  their  body  in 
parliament,  the  perseaitions  which 
have  existed  would  not  have  taken 
place  ?  But  here,  perhaps,  it  would 
be  said,  that  he  was  speaking  of 
persecutions  as  vaguely  as  he  hnd 
done  of  discontents  ;  and  that  the 
one  had  as  little  foundation  as  the 
gther.  He  knew,  however,  no 
fewer  than  ninety-one  house-holders 
who  had  been  banished  from  one  of 
bis  own  estates,  after  being  plunder- 
ed of  their  property,  and  some  of 
fhcm  wounded  in  their  persons. 
Of  the  existence  of  discontents  he 
roumerated  many  proofs  of  the  same 
kind  with  those  that  had  been  slated 
b)  the  earl  Fitzwilliam. 

The  earl  of  Guildford  could  not 
admit  that  ministers  bad  shewn  any 
aitcntion  to  the  interests  of  Ireland, 
iiiicc  the  recall  of  the  earl  Fitz- 
william. If  the  advice  proposed 
was  not  necessary  to  the  king,  of 
whose  paternal  care  for  his  people 
he  entertained  oo  doubt,  it  was 
highly  requisite  to  his  ministers. 

The  earl  Spencer  was  of  opinion, 
that,  tf  lord  Moira  meant  to  do  any 
su.'.Jitantlal  good  by  his  motion,  he 
ou,4ht  to  have  ^one  much  tarrher. 
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and  pointed  out  ndt  only  the  nature 
of  the  discontents  of*  the  Irish  na* 
tion,  but  the  kitid  of  measures 
which  ought  to  be  resorted  to  for 
removing  then>. 

The  marquis  of  Lansdowne  said, 
that,  if  the  present  was  a  subject 
of  delicacy,  ministers  were  the 
cause  of  it.  There  was  nobody 
If  ss  inclined  to  question,  or  to  in- 
fringe upon,  the  indcpeudeace  of 
the  Irish  legislature  than  he  was ; 
bfit  there  was  a  great  difference 
between  infringing  upon  that  inde-. 
pendence  and  acting  in  their  capa- 
city, as  the  great  hereditary  council 
of  the  king.  The  doctrine,  which 
ministers  had  held  forth,  he  was  in- 
clined to  think,  was  much  more 
calculated  to  foment  jealousies  be-, 
tween  the  two  legislatures  than  the 
morion  of  the  noble  lord,  were  it 
carried  into  effect.  The  lord-lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland,  as  aminister^  wat. 
accountable  to  the  British  as  well 
as  to  the  Irish  parliament ;  and, 
therefore,  they  had  a  right  to  watch' 
over  the  measures  of  his  administra- 
tion, and  to  censure  or  advise  him 
as  they  might  deem  proper.  The 
noble  secretary  had  entered  into  a 
pompous  and  elaborate  display  of 
the  advantages  which  Ireland  had 
enjoyed  under  the  reign  of  the  pre- 
sent king.  But  he  would  ask  him 
whether  the  immnniiies  which  had 
been  granted  to  Ireland  had  not' 
been  fully  justified  by  the  conse- 
quences; and  that,  too,  after  they 
had  be«n  refused  by  their  own  legis- 
lature? It  was  in  the  recollection  of 
almost  every  iiobie  lord,  that,  when 
a  petition  was  presented  \o  the  Irish 
parliament,  by  a  numerous  and  re- 
Hpectable  body  of  that  kingdom,thc 
prayer  of  it  was  rejected,  withsomf* 
thing  Utile  short  of  indignation;  but 
\vhc?n   deputies  were  sent  over   to 
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this  country*  they  were  g^ra^ioasly 
received,  and  their  niis3Jon  lyas  at- 
tended with  its  desjrt- d  eftcct.  He 
confessed,  that  upon  the  state  o/ 
Ireland,  be  did  npt  possess  such  ac- 
curate information  as  someof  tlieii; 
lordships,  but  he  had  henrd^that 
some  of  the  catholic:^  had  formerly 
been  persecuted,  by  the  protestants, 
ip  a  horrid  manner  ;  that  the  for- 
mer h^d  been  driven,  by  9  small 
miihbec  of  the  latter,  from. their 
habitations  in  the  north,  but  uere 
riow  returning  J  that  the  protes- 
tantk  were  now  rebuilding  those 
housps  that  had  been  destroyed, 
and  that aq  union  was  now  forming 
betwecH  them,  whijch,  if  not  at* 
tended  to  in  time,  might  be  pro- 
ductive of  the  most  alarming  effects. 
There  wdre  two  descripii'ons.  of 
men  In  Ireland  :  The  first  descrip- 
tion were  well  known  for  their 
daring  spirit;  there  were  not  want- 
it^g  persons  among  them  celebrated 
in  arms,  in  arts,  and  even  in  Utera* 
ture  5  they  were  men  over  w,hora 
courts  could  never  have  any  influ- 
ence) and  who  were  to  be  led,  not 
driven— Such  were  the  men  in  the 
porth  of  Ireland,  llie  whole  south 
was.  charxicterized  by  unroly  pas- 
'  «ions,  which  werr always  the  promi- 
nent features  of  mcu  unemployed. 
What  the  cveul  njight  be,  it  wiis 
impossible  to sav  ;  he  warned  them, 
however,  that  it  niighi  be  such  .as 
to  shake  the  rmpirc  to  its  centre  ! 
and  was  a  subject  u  hich  involved 
sufih  Ton  sequences  lo  be  .set  a«»ide 
^  by  a  few  words  about  ihe  indey-ren- 
tJence  of  tbe  Irish  parliament  ?  ak\ 
<?|tpression,  whicii,  till  of  late  j  e;irs, 
used  never  to  be.  htard  of  from  mi- 
nisters !  The  motion  now  beibrc 
their  loidships  was  couched  in  terms 
so  wise,  so  prudent,  and  so  modcratCj 
Chat  he  could  scarcely  have  suppo- 


sed that  it  could  have  been  object- 
ed to.  What  was  its  purpose  ?  It 
sajd,  to  biar majesty, '/  sire,  you  have, 
by  9  happy  coqduct^^  attach^  the 
people  of  Ireland  to  you^  family 
and  government,  by  the  same 
liberal  and  geueroua  conduct  by 
which  your  grandfather  gained  the 
flflectidns  of  the  highlant^  of  Scot- 
land. Tb^re  i^  but  one  small 
cause  of  discontent  still  remaining, 
and  it  is^  only  necessary  that  you 
follow  up  tnose  wise  apd  salu- 
tary measures,  which  you  have  hi- 
theito  acted  upon,  to. remove  it." 
This  \ras  all  that  the  motion  pro- 
posed. If  it  wa9  done  in  time,  the 
roeaswies  might  be  successful ;  but, 
it  cugjht  to  h^  recollected,  that  the 
longer  the  delay,  the  greater  the 
danger. 

iTic  earl  of  Darnley  observed, 
that  th^  motion  before  their  lord- 
sliips,  though  couched  in  very  ge- 
neral terms,  and  not  Appearing  in 
itself  to  point  to  any  specific  ob- 
ject, yet,  by  the  explanation  givcti 
of  it,  by  the  lords  who  spoke  in  its 
favour,  evidently  pointed  to  the 
emancipation  (as  it  was  called)  of  the 
aUholics.  He  thought  there  might 
be  casQs  in  which  their  lordships 
interference  might  he  juslilfiabltf, 
but  that  the  present  was  not  one  of 
thcra.  Tljcre  wer^  discontents  in 
Ireland ;  but  by  no  mesons  among 
I  he  general  mass  of  the  people. 
The  popular  cry  of  catholic  eman- 
cipation was  made  vse  of  for  a)ver- 
iug  designs  for -subverting  govcrn- 
njcnt. 

The  duke  of  Bedford  was  sorry 
to  say^  that  their  Icrdshi^w  had  too 
often  listened  to  the  tnfiing  argu- 
ments at<d  shifts  of  ministers,  when 
any  chajge  was  exhibited  qgain^it 
them,  in  that  house.  They  must 
cease  {Q  listen  lu  ihuut  &lnftSy  if  it 
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Wte  their  <*}ect  to  Mve  the  «tater 
from  ruin.  But  it  might  be  airked* 
what  it  was  that  he  thoaght  likely 
to  n?8tdrc  happiness  to  the  people 
of  Ireland  ?  «  Restore  to  (he  peo- 
p'c  of  Ireland  the  per^n  yoii  have 
reci'ied  J  give  back  td  them  the 
man  whs^m  they  have  tried,  and 
whom  tb«y  admire;  act  on  the 
pHnciples  on  which  be  acted,  and 
then  discontents  will  c*ase :  if  you 
'io  not,  God  onVy  knows  into  how 
awch  rtore  dreadful  a  state  that 
wibappy  country  rattj  be  reduced.'* 

Loid  Grenville  wds  of  opinion, 
tJjst  (he  remedy  proposed  by  the 
^oble  dtoke  would  have  a  tendency 
to  create  that  which  he  seemed  to 
ted:  a  disturbance  in  Ireland  ; 
tor,  that  must  necessarily  be  the 
tendency  6f  recalling  the  present 
M-Ifeiiteaant  of  tpat  kingdom. 
If  th*!  talents,  the  virtues,  and  the 
exertions,  of  that  rtoble  lord  were 
CM  sufficient  to  preserve  the  tran- 
m\Y\ty  of  Ireland,  he  believed  it 
would  he  out  of  the  power  of  any 
other  individual  whafcver. 

The  earl  of  Moira  rose  up  to 
make  a  ftw  observations  on  the 
nialn  point  in  question :  the  con- 
IfcntnKnt  of  discontrntment  of  the 
P^ole  of  Ireland.  As  their  lord- 
sbip?  could  not  try  the  veracity  of 
one  noble  lord  against  another,  the 
Wily  way  they  had  to  decide,  was, 
to  refer  to  facts.-  His  lordship 
a^in  appealed  to  the  various  facts 
a^cady  mentioned  or  alluded  lb, 
by  himself  and  the' earl  FitzwiUiam  : 
parishes  and  whole  counties  cut  of 
the  king's  peace,  and  disarmed : 
in lurrcctions  in  divers  pkc^s,  mur- 
mnn  of  discontent  in  all ;  and  a 
general  assembly  within  fifty  yards 
<jf  the  castle  of  Dublin,  headed  by 
perfioi.s  whose  talents  and  characters 
wae  of  the  very  fijst  class,  and 


who,  after  the  most  mature  deiibe^ 
cation  that  could  be  bad  on  such  an 
occasidn^  resolved  nnd  declared  it 
to  be  their  firm  persuasion,  that 
there  was  no  chance  for  the  s^lva^ 
tion  of  Ireland,  wiihouf  an  intir* 
and  immediate  change  in  the  whole 
system  of  executive  goverwment. 
After  this,  the  house  divided  ;  and 
the  noble  earl*s  motioii  was  r^ecteA 
by  72  against  30. 

Two  days  after  this  deciftionj  nl 
the  house  nf  peers,  the  same  ^ubject^ 
that  is,  the  general  state  of  Iris- 
land,  was  introduced,  into  the  hoias6 
of  commons,  by  Mr,  Fox,  who  pre- 
faced his  speech  by  calling  to  mind 
the  part  he  had  taken  in  the  recog- 
nition of  the  complete  independence 
of  Ireland,  and  bow  much  he  na- 
turally considered  himself  to  b6 
bound,  •  in  n  particular  manner,  to 
fallow  up  the  principle  on  which^ 
it  was  founded.  Though  a  variety 
of  circumstances  had  conciirrea  to 
produce  the  prtsent .  disturbSnCet 
in  Ireland,  he  confined  hfs  obser^ 
vations  to  two  or  three  leading 
points.  These  were>  whether,  im 
consequence  of  the  concessions  that 
had  been  made  to  Ireland,  she  had, 
in  fact  and  substance,  enjoyed  the 
advantages  of  an  independent  le- 
gislature ?  Whnhsr,  in  that  form  of 
a  free  constitution  which  they  ob- 
tained, the  people  possessed  that 
political  weiglit  to  which  they  wer* 
entitled  ?  And,  whether,  their  jurt 
voice  and  influence  had  been  pro- 
moted, by  the  alteration  which  had 
been  efitcted  ?  The  people  of  Irei 
land  were  divided  into  two;  though 
these  unequal  classes,  the  c:\)tholici 
and  the  protestants :  neither  of 
which  enjoyed  their  just  shaHe  of 
political  power  and  irifluence'. 
About  nine  years  ago,  a  regulat 
system  way  devised  for  etislav iuir 
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person  of  high  consideration  wat 
known  to  say,  that,  500>000l.  had 
been  expended  to  quell  an  opposition 
in  Ireland/ and  that  as  much  more 
must  be  expended^  in  order  to  bring 
the  legislature  of  that  country  to  a 
proper  temper.  This  systematic 
pl^n  of  corruption  was  followed  up 
by  a  suitable  system  of  measures* 
It  had  been  the  system  of  govern- 
ment, by  the  sale  of  peerages,  to 
raise  a  purte  for  purchasing  the  re- 

?resentalion  of  the  people  ot  Ireland, 
t  was  offered  to  be  proved,  by  Mr. 
Grattan,  in  the  Irish  house  of  com- 
mopsy.that  one  half,  or  even  a  ma- 
jority, of  that  house  were  creatures 
of  the  crown.  The  manner  in  which 
the  political  situation  of  Ireland  at 
that  time,  was  viewed,  by  the  Irish 
xiation,was  to  this  effect ;  **  yoiihave 
.granted  us  an  independent  U'psla- 
ture  J  independent  certainly  ot  your 
parliament,  but  dependent  on  yoiir 
executive  government."  Another 
proof  of  this  substantial  dependence 
on  government  was  exhibited  in  the 
manner  in  which  the  demands  of 
the  catholics  had,  at  different  times, 
been  treated.  Their  petitions,  for 
a  redress  of  some  of  t  ne  most  op- 
pressive grievances,  had  been  rejec- 
ted with  haughtiness  and  insult.  It 
.was  Usual,  Mr.  Fox  said,  for  men 
of  consideration,  in  Ireland,  tu  talk 
as  if  what  had  been  (^onc  for  th6 
catholitts  was  an  act  of  nec<?ssity, 
which,  on  a  fit  occasion^  would  hg 
recalled.  Hostile  suspicions  were 
insinuated,  not  only  against  the 
lower  order  of  catholics,  but  against 
men  of  the  tirst  respectability  for 
character  and  fortune,  and  whose 
loyalty  could  not  be  questioned. 
Numbers  were  talwn  up  for  high 
treason;  and,  when  acquitted,  it 
appeared  that  no  ground  of  sui^pi- 
tioii  could  ever  have  been  eater- 


tamed  against  them.  What  couM 
be  the  effect  of  such  proceedings^ 
but  to  convince  the  catholics,  that 
the  concessions  in  their  favour  were 
extorted?  that  the  hostile  mind 
still  existed^  and  that  they  were  still 
marked  out  as  the  victims  of  the 
most  cruel  proscriptions  and  op- 
pressions ?  Private  animosities,  too, 
arose,  and  produced  those  different 
classes  of  disturbers  of  the  public 
peace,  about  which  so  much  had 
been  said.  The  remedies  applifd 
tended  to  foment  the  disease.  The 
authority  of  the  laws  was  super- 
seded <  Those  ajpiust  whom  it  was 
thought  convictions  could  be  pro- 
cured were  taken  up  ;  and  those 
whom  it  would  have  been  impoasible 
to  convict  were  transported,  in  great 
numbers,  without  the  ceremony  of 
n  trial,  or  the  form  of  convic 
tion. 

I  know,  said  Mr.  Fox,  andpinion 
has  gone  forth,  that  the  catholics 
have  no  «ub3tantial  grievances  to 
complain  of  $  and,  that  the  preaby* 
terians  have  mU  less.  It  is  said* 
that  the  catliolics  can  vote  for  mem- 
bers of  parliament,  and  that  they 
are  not  distinguished  from  the  pro- 
testants,  otherwise  than  by  an  ex-. 
elusion  from  being  members  of  par- 
liament, and  from  the  high  omces 
of  state.  If  this  vvere  all,  I  should 
still  say,  they  have  a  right  to  all 
the  privileges  possessed  by  the  pro- 
tectants. And  to  exclude  them  still 
from  tlit^se,  in  their  full  extent,  is  a 
proof  of  continued  hostility.  But 
let  us  consider  the  matter,  in  anothtr 
point  of  view.  Jt  is  invidiously  ob- 
jected by  government,  (o  the  catho* 
lies,  that  It  is  nut  civil  Hberty,-  but 
power  and  emolument  that  they 
purtjuc.  Totiiis  I  could  answer  for 
the  catholics,  yes;  nor  is  it  an}  ciis- 
ovedit  to    them  to  be  aciunttd   bv 
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racb  a  desire.    CivH  liberty  can  have 
no  security  wit  bout  political  power. 
I  know  that  distinctions,  have  been 
made  between  civil    and  political 
liberty,  and  I  admit  that  it  is  possible 
for  whole  classes,  whole  casts,  of 
m^n  to  enjoy  the  one  without  pos- 
sessing the  other.     Still,   however, 
I  assert,  that  it  can  enly  be  by  suf- 
ferance.   The  catholics,  therefore, 
may  justly  say,  that  it  is  not  this  or 
that  concession  which  will  satisfy, 
bat  tliat  which  alone  can  give  them 
security  for  its  continuance.     But 
it  is  objected  to  the  catholics,  that 
they  are  not  only  ambitious  of  pow- 
er,   but  desirous    of   emolument. 
Why  should  not  they  who  contribute 
so  largely  to  the  support  of  govern - 
raent  be  desirous  of  sharing  in  the 
emolument  which  it  bestows  ?    Are 
the  catholics  to  be  told,  by  a  few 
monopolizing  politicians,  who  en- 
gross all  plaees,  ail  fcversionsi    all 
patronages,  "oh !  you  base  catho- 
lics, ye  think  of  nothing  but  your 
private  emolument ;  you  perverse 
generation,  who  have  already  been 
permitted   to  vote  for  members  of 
parliament,  are  you  so  ba<se  at>  to 
nrge  the  disgraceful  demand  of  a 
share  io   personal  emoluments  ?  " 
The  catholics  aK  men,  and  to  be 
governed  by  the  common  motives 
that  actuate  human   nature.     For 
a  small  and  interested  minority  to 
imagine,   ihani  they  can  monopolize 
all  advantages   to  themselves,   is  a 
pretension  which  will  not  be  ad« 
mitted :    mankind  are  not  to    be 
treated  in  this  manner,  and  it  is  not 
fiow-a*day8  that  such  claims  will 
pass  current  in  the  world.     It  has 
been  said,  that  the  catholics  are  en- 
titled U)  vote  for  members  of  par- 
liament.   But,  except  in  the  coun- 
ties, Mr«  Fox  observed,  the  repre- 
sentation of  Ireland  was  in  what  is 


here  known  by  the  name  of  close 
corporations.  The  catholics  were 
carefully  excluded  from  the  corpo- 
rations ;  so  that  their  privilege  of 
voting  for  members  of  parliament 
was  almost  entirely  evaded. 

Mr.  Fox  came  next  tg  consider 
the  grievances  of  the  4)resbyterians, 
the  most  numerous  class  by  far  in 
the  north  of  Ireland.  The  dis- 
contents of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
northern  parts  of  Ireland  arise  from 
two  causes  :  one  of  them  was  the 
temporary  pressure  of  a  war,  in 
which  they  were  involved  without 
interest  in  the  contest,  and  the  dis- 
tresses which  the  calamities,  with 
which  it  had  b.-en  attended,  had 
entailed  upon  their  trade  and  com- 
mt-rcej  the  other  had  been  the 
abuses  which  they  conceived  t<3 
exist  in  the  constitution  by  which 
they  are  gwemed.  The  constitiT- 
tion  of  Irdand,  they  complain,  does 
not  resemble  that  of  Great  Britain  j 
they  have  not  a  legislature  by  which 
tl)€  people  are  even  virtually  re- 
presented :  and,  as  to  political  li- 
berty, they  enjoy  as  small  a  portion 
of  it  as  those  who  live  under  mo- 
narchies, in  which  the  principles 
of  freedom  have  never  been  intro- 
duced. Whoever  imagined  that  a 
practical  resemblance  exists  between 
the  government  of  Ireland  and  the 
English  constitution,  would  find, 
that  the  Irish  government  was  a 
mirror  in  which  the  abuses  of  this 
constitution  were  strongly  reflected. 
The  jobbing  sys|:ein  of  influence 
and  patrona.jje,  for  purposes  of  per- 
sonal advauta£;e,  in  Ireland,  was  an 
abuse  which  totaHy  destroyed  the 
s|)irit  of  the  form  of  ••ovcrnment, 
and  was  an  abuse  not  to  be  en- 
dured. To  suppose  that  a  large, 
industrious,  active,  and  intelligent, 
body  of  men  can  be  •  governed 
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againit  the  pnociptes  tbey  had  im- 
i^ibed,  and  the  prejudices  by  which 
they  were   guided^   wsis   an   idea 
ivhich  history  .and   hutnan   nature 
proved  to  he  absurd.    What,  said 
Mr.  FoXt  is  the  actual  situation  of 
affairs  with  respect  to  Ireland  ?  You 
have  raised  epomious  burthens  both 
in  England  and  Irelund  3  you.  have 
produced    great  discontents.      In 
fact«   we  are  now  precisely  at  the 
point  in  which  we  stood,  in  1774, 
with  America ;  and,   the  question 
is^  whether  wc  are  to  attempt  to 
retain  Ireland  by  force,    instead  of 
gaining  her  by  concessions,  and  a 
full  communication  of /all  the  bless- 
ings of  a  free  constitution  ?  .  Mr. 
Fox,  having  spoken  highly  of  the 
administration  and  popularity  of  the 
earl  Fitzwilliam^  ip  Ireland,   sald> 
that  he  could  scarcely  couceive  tUat 
any  objeciion  could  be  urge^against 
the  motion  he  was  about  to  mak^, 
in  point  of  form.  The  intae&ts  of 
this  country  and  of  Ireland   were 
the  same.    Its  atfairs  were  conduct- 
ed by  ministers,  and  the  British  ca- 
binet, and  it  was  the  privilege  of 
that  house  to  advise  his  majesty.     If 
be  were  to  justify  the  measure  by 
precedent,  he  might  quote  the  cat»e 
of  an  impeachment  of  the  cail  of 
Lauderdale,   by  the  English    par- 
liament, before  the  union »  for  tlie 
conduct  of  the  government  of  Scot- 
land.   But   why,    said    Mr.   Fox, 
should  i  speak  of  forms,  when  the 
con.«equence8  of  the  discontents  in 
Irelaod  may  be  a  contest  to  be  sup- 
ported by  Englishmen,  aud  Eiiglibh 
money  ?  I  bhall  therefore  move, 

"  That  an  humble  address  he 
presented  to  his  mitjesty,  that  his 
majesty  will  be  graciously  pleased 
to  take  into  his  royal  consideration 
the  disturbed  state  of  his  kingdom 
of  Irieland,  &o4  tp  adopt  such  heal* 


ing  and  lenient  measures  as  may 
appear  to  his  ipajesty*i  wi&dom 
best  calculat.  d  to  restore  tranquillity, 
and  to  conciliate  the  aflbctions  of 
all  descriptions  of  his  majcsiy's 
subjects,  iu  that  ki:igdom,  to  his 
majesty's  person  and  goverameut." 
This  motion  was  seconded,  in  a 
short,  but  very  tIrganC  as  well  as 
animated,  speech,  by 

Sir  Francis  Buruett,  who  said, 
whoever  bas  the  slightest  infoima- 
lion,  concerning    the   situation  of 
Ireland,  n^ust  admit   the  propriety 
of  this  motion  j  but,   without  ha- 
ving been    an  eye-witness  to  tb.' 
etfects  produced  by  the  measures  of 
the  minister  <»f  that  country,  it  is 
.  impossible  to  have  an  adequate  idea 
of  tlie  magnitude  of  the  evils  arising 
from  them.     Whoever  has  seen  Ire- 
land, has  seen  a  country  where  the 
iields  are  desolated,  and  the  prisons 
overflowing  with  the  victims  of  op- 
pression ;  bag^een  the  shockingom- 
trast  b-.twcen  a  profligate  extrava- 
gant government  and  an  enslaved  and 
impoverished  people.     One  person 
nuw  immured  within,  the  wails  of  a 
dungeon  in  Dublin  Ca^Ie,  I  have 
the  honour  to  be  connected  with  : 
/or  honour  as  well  as  happine&s  I 
shall  ever  estet- m  it.     A  fter  a  wai  m 
panegyric  on  tl.e  public  and  private 
virtues  of  Mr.  O'Connor,  sir  Francis 
said,  when  such  men  become  objects 
ot  hatred,  and  fear  to  goverumcut, 
it  is  not  dilhcult  to^  ascertain  the 
nature  of  that  govermnmit.    But 
perliaps,  sir,  I  may  be  charged  with 
speaking  more  like  a  discontented 
Iri&hcnan  than  a  true  friend  to  the 
interests  of  England.     i>ir,  I  speak 
like  a  friend   to  humanity  and  li- 
berty, ar.dlike  an  enemy  to  cruelty 
and  oppression.     I  believe  the  in- 
terests of  Ireland  and  of  this  coun- 
try to  be  the  bUfiic.    1  believe  it 
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fbrtlie  interest  of  1)0tfc  coiintrieis 
tiiat  both  should  be  free.  .  Wiiat 
was  eaid,  by  a  gr^at  man,  respect* 
iRg  America  w  atitl^rtiore  applicable 
with  respect  to  Ireland:  *'  I  rejotcc» 
said  lord  Chatham,  in  the  ti^sistance 
of  America^  becattse  I  believe  three 
miUioas  of  men  enslaved  in  that 
country  would  become  the  proper- 
est  instruments  for  enslaving  this.'* 
Tatre  is,  nr,  in  my  opiiiicm,  one 
way,  and  only  one,  for  saying  Ire* 
iaiid  and  England :  that  is  to  divest 
the  pfraent  mimbter  of  that  power 
which  he  has  so  long  and  so  fatally 
abused«  and  to  call  him  to  a  strict 
account  for  his  conduct^  before  the 
tribunal  of  his  country.  If  we 
have  not  resoltttion,  if  we  haYc  not 
ttiergy,  if  we  have  not  the  means 
to  accomplish  t\ai^  I  know  not 
whether  the  country  can  be  saved ; 
but  this  I  know,  that  it  is 
oot  worth  saving.  After  :tlie  able 
«peecb  tli^t  we  liiive  ]ast  heard,  I 
shall  content  myself  with  seconding 
the  motion. 

Mr.  Pitt  asked  Mr.  Fox  whether 
the  paiiiament^  by  which  the  iiidc* 
peadence  of  Irebnd  was  recognized, 
was  more  accommodating  to  the 
>^  i^hes  of  the  dissenters  of  the  iiortli , 
or  to  the  cathoUcs  of  the  Aoiitli,than 
those  of  a  subsequent  period  ?  Quite 
the  contrary.  Whatever  altcra- 
tion  had  since  taken  place  tended 
more  and  more  to  include  both  di&- 
senters  and  catholics  within  the  pale 
of  both  civil  and  political  liberty^ 
than  the  principle  recognized  in 
1782.  But  the  main  pillar  of  his 
defence  of  ministers,  in  their  con- 
duct toward^  Ireland,  and  ground 
of  his  objection  to  the  present  mo- 
tion^ was  the  unconstitutionality,  the 
impropriety,  and  the  ^dangers,  to 
he  apprehended  from  the  inter- 
^^rnxct  of  the  British  parliament 


in  the  affairs  of  Iheland ;  topicff.  on 
jrhich  he  expamted  with  his  usual 
ability ;  but  in  which  it  is  unnecea- 
sary  to  follow  hihi,  as  we  have  seen 
them  already  discussed  in  the  de- 
bates in  the  upper  house.  As  to 
the  main  concession  to  be  made,  by 
way  of  remedy  to  the  discontents 
and  disturbances  in  Ireland,  that  of 
allowing  to  the  catholics  the  privi- 
lege of  sittitig  in  parHanolent^  tliis 
could  not  be  done,  without  reversing 
the  whole  of  its  present  form,  and 
new*modelliog  the  constitution  from 
beginning  to  end:  and,  to  make  this 
diangewhen  such' principles  were 
abroad  in  the  world,  and  were  even 
prevalent  in  the  countty  in  Which 
we  Hved,  would  be  attended  with 
the  most  dangerous  cpnsequencea. . 

Colonel  Fuilarton,  who  had  just 
come  from  Scotland,  and  that  part 
of  it  which  almost  touches  on  Ire- 
land, was  astonished  to  find,  in  the 
metropolis,  such  an  appar^it  iodi£- 
ierence  to  the  most  alarming  dan- 
gers ;  and  wondered  that  so  much 
time  should  be  spent  in  debate,  and 
so  little  in  militarv  preparation, 
tircMieral  Hoche  would  And,  in  Uls- 
ter alone,  50,000  Irishmen  united, 
whh  pikes  in  their  hands,  and  arms 
concealed,  busily  employed  in  secret 
dlscipHne,  in  order  to  quahfy  them- 
selves for  re-inforcing  the  French 
army. 

•  Mr.  Courtenay  believed,  that 
there  were,  in  Ulster,  50,000  men 
with  arms  in  their  hands,  ready  to 
receive  the  French  ;  but  not  to  sup-  > 
port  them.  The  p<*ople  in  that 
province,  almost  all  presbyterians, 
had  a  strong  spirit  of  liberty,  and 
were  attached  to  the  popular,  or, 
what  had  been  called,  the  republi- 
can, branch  of  the  constitution;  yet 
they  were  not  to  be  confounded 
with  jacobins  and  banditti.       ^ 

[R4]  Lord 
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Lord  Hawkenbury  repeated  and 
applauded  tbe^  arguments  of  ^Mn 
Pitt. 

Mr.  Cnrweii  thougHht  that  the 
present  motion  was  so  tar  from  be- 
ing mischievous^  that  even  the  dis*" 
cussiofi  it  had  occasioned,  would  do 
goodj  inasmuch  as  it  would  shew 
the  Irish  patiun^  that  there  was  a 
part,  at  least,  of  the  British  parlia- 
ment>  who  were  mindful  oft  their 
interests. 

Lord  Wycombe  thought  that  the 
disturbances,  which  had  taken  ptace 
in  Ireland,  manifestly  proved  a  dis^ 
affection  to  the  British  government.  ^ 
Conciliation*  instead  of  rigquri 
should  have  been  tried ',  for  it  was 
time  enough  to  employ  force  when 
mildnessfailed.  He  could  have  wish* 
edthat  the  Irish  parliament  had  been 
Ithf  for  the  seulement  of  affairs,  to 
themselves.  But  that,  he  well  l^new 
that,  being  for  the  most  part,  at  the 
beck  of  the  English  cabiart^theyhad 
lost  the  cpn^dence  of  the  natioxN 


He  really  dreaded  that,  rf  the  Bri-» 
tish  parliament  did  not  interfere. 
we  might  lose  Ir^nd  altogether :  a 
loss  that  would  be  more  severe  to 
us  than  the  loss  of  America* 

Mr,  Benjamin  Hobhouse  made 
the  following  shrewd  remark ;  that 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
seemed  to  have  presumed  in  the 
whole  train  of  his  reasoning,  that  it 
was  the  object  of  the  present  motion 
to  request  the  king's  interference, 
exclusively  of  bis  Irish  parlia- 
ment. No,  sir.  It  only  prays  his 
majesty,  in  connexion  with  the  Irish 
legislature,  to  adopt  measures  of  a 
lenient  nature,  with  a  view  to  ap* 
pease  the  unhappy  spirit  of  discon- 
tent which  prevailed  throughout 
tho  country. 

Mr.  Fox  made  some  observations 
in  reply  to  the  principal  arguments 
that  had  been  advanced  against  his 
motion :  on  which  the  house  di« 
vided,    Ayes,  84  i  Noes,  gSX), 
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CHAP.    XIV. 


feiiiiomjor  the  Dismuf'mn  of^Timsters. — Motion  to  ihai  FJfect  in  the 
House  of  Lords, — And  in  the  House  of  Commons. — Motion  in  the  House 
of  Commons  for  a  Reform  of  Parliament, — Motion  in  the  House  of  Peers 
for  considering  the  Stale  of  the  Nation.-'^Prorogation  of  Parliament* 


IN  the  inidst  of  so  man^  difEcul«  ^ 
ties  and  dangers  as  assaiWd  Great 
Britain  at  the  same  time  in  the 
stormy  year,  1797»  it  was  not  possi- 
ble that  goTemment,  to  whom,  in 
every  country,  the  people  are  apt  to 
impute  more  than  a  just  .share  of 
either  the  good  or  the  evil  that  be- 
falls them,  could  escape  public  andse- 
-vere  animadversion.  Petitions  were 
presented  for  the  removal  of  his 
majesty's  ministers^  from  almost 
every  county>  city,  and  town  of  note 
in  England  and  Ireland.*  The  ge- 
neral dissatisfaction  at  the  conduct 
of  ministers,  which,  from  the  num- 
ber and  tenor  of  these  petitions,  ap- 
peared to  prevail  throughout  the 
natioD,  encouraged  the  opposition- 
partY>  in  parliament,  to  bring  for- 
ward  motions  for  a  change  in  the 
administration.  On  the  27th  of 
March,  the  earl  of  Suffolk  declared, 
in  the  house  of  peers,  that  he  con- 
sidered it  as  his  duty  to  himself,  his 
family^  his  king,  and  his  country,  to 
move,  "  That  a  hiunble  address 
might  be  addressed  to  his  majesty, 
humbly  requesting  him  to  dismiss 
from  his  councils,  his  minister,  the 
iirit  lord  of  the  treasury,  who'se  per- 


nicious  measures  had  deprived  him 
of  the  confidence  of  the  country/* 

Lord  GrenviHe  opposed  this  mo- 
tion, and  warmly  defended  his  rela« 
tion  and  friend,  who,  he  contended, 
had  neither  lost  the  confidence  of 
the  most  respecuble  part  of  the  pub- 
lic, nor  deserved  to  do  so.  That  the 
allies  had  not  been  so  successful  at 
they  expected,  he  was  ready  to  ad- 
mit ;  and  also  that  such  accidents 
had  happened  as  were  incidenul 
to  all  wars :  but  he  hoped  all  parties 
would  acknowledge  that  the  exer- 
tions of  this  country  had  been  un- 
paralleled in  the  page  of  history, 
aiid  had  been  attended  with  un« 
paralleled  success.  Our  naval  vic- 
tories had  been  more  brilliant  than 
ever  before  distingiiished  any  age  ; 
and  it  appeared  peculiariy  hard,  that, 
all  the  honour,  praise,  and  glory, 
should  be  reaped  by  individuals^ 
whilst  the  censure,  and  all  «he  re- 
sponsibility were  thrown  on  minis- 
ters. 

Tlie  duke  of  Norfolk,  in  answer 
to  lord  Grenville,  who  had  insinua- 
ated  that  the  charges  brought  against 
Mr.  Pitt,  were  not  Substantiated  on 
facts,  said  that  proofs  of  his  mismaf 


f  For  specimens  of  which,  see  Appendix  to  the  Chronicle,  page  84. 
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i)ageonetrtr  and  ^misconduct  were 
every  where.  They  presented  tliem- 
selves  to  every  eye,  and  made  an 
impression  on  every  heart.  They 
composed  a  living  epitaph  on  the 
infatuation  of  ministers,  and,  in  the 
kngua^re  applied  to  the  memory  of 
sir  Christopher  Wren,  poiiiting  to 
tlic  cattiedral  of  St.  Paul's,  he  might 
exclaim 
Si  monumenium  quderis  ciraimspicc. 

T^amotibit  was  farther  supported 
by  the  earl  of  Derby,  the  earl  of 
Moira,  the  earl  of  Carlisle,  and  the 
jtluke  of  Bedford:  but  opposed 
briefly,  and  ou  the  usual  grounds  of 
deR*nce,  by  lord  Romney,  the  mar- 
quis of  .Townshend,  the  earl  of  War- 
wick, and  again  by  lord  Grcnville. 
*rhe  most  remarkable  circumstance 
tbatsxcurrod  in  the  course  of  this 
«hort  discission  on  the  conduct  of 
viiiHsters,  and  tlie  state  of  the  nation, 
was,  a  very  generous  plan  for  car- 
rying on  the  war,  suggested  by  lord 
Romney.  This  was  to  aet  on  foot 
a  subscription  for  a  voluntary  gift, 
as  far  as  the  generosity  and  circum- 
stances of  individuals  would  sdJow. 
He  wbuld  himself  subscribe  five 
thousuid  pounds,  and  thought  that 
there  would  be  easily  found  ti  hnn- 
-cbed  thotlsarid  who  would  subscribe, 
.-each  their  one  hundred,  besides 
<otherB  who  would  subacnbe  small 
.«tEm8.  Such  a  measure,  if  carried 
.into  execution,  would  counteract  «ny 
impression  which  aught  be  made  on 
•cbe  French  government  to  -our  din* 
advantage  by  the  desponding  ideas 
«f  some  as  to  our  state,  or  by  the 
language  of  others  as  to  tlie  conduct 
i«f  OUT  miniscers. 

liOrd  MoirsT  applavded  the  plan 
-mS  lord  Romney,  and  did  not  doubt 
hut  it  might  produce  a  considerable 
4SOEn  of  money:  but  it  w^asa  question 
how  far  the  house  of  commons  might' 


approve  of  money  being  raised  to ' 
can-y   on  the   war,    through  any 
other  cbanael  than  tlieir  own. 

The  marquis  of  I^nsdowne  said, 
^n  this 'subject,  that  any  one  who 
perused  the  army  extraordinanes 
would  fnid  millions  squandered  in 
"the  most  improvident  manner,  and 
asked,  Wh«  tlie  nobltf  lord's  sub^ 
scription  of  5000/.  wookl  do  tb  stop 
such  flood-gates?.  As  to  the  m6(ion 
for  dismissing  the  mimst^^,  lie  did  not 
"much  approve  of  it.  The  change 
he  desired  was  Aot  a  change  of 
men,  but  in  the  systeAi  of  govern- 
ment, which  ought  to  be  condocted 
on  the  old  coastitutiosal  principles 
of  the  country* 

On  a  division  of  the  house,  tliere 
appeared  for  lord  Suffolk's  motion, 
IG^  agai.>st  it»  86«  • 

A  nwtioB  for  the  dismissal,  pot 
particularly  of  the  first  lord  of  the 
tjneasttry,  bu€  of  his  majestj^s  mtnis- 
tGTs  in  general*  was  mkde  in  the 
house  of  cotnmonsy  on  the  19th  of 
May,  by  alderman  Combe,  whu 
stated  it  to  be  the  general  opioioa 
of  the  people  of  this  country^  as  well 
as  that  of  his  constitiiieiits,  that  the 
calamities  which  ptY>sacd  so  Iiard 
upon  the  people  were,  in  a  great 
measure,  if  not  wholly,  owing  to  tl»e 
miiiisfiera.  Iraving  plunged  us  inta 
tlie  present  war.  This,  he  woald 
not  deny,  at  the  commencenieift, 
appear^  to  be  popular:  but  ir  had 
long  ctased  to  l>e  so  j  to  which  no- 
thing had  contributed  so  much  as 
tlie  mcapacity  of  those  who  carried 
it  on.  The  public,  ho\\*evcr,  bad 
never  been  inh)rmed  of  the  real  u^ 
even  ostensible  ground  on  vi^hicb  k 
had  been  undertaken :  ,noT  had  they 
been  'able  to  obtain  any  fised  or 
settled  principle  by  which  thejr  go- 
vernors had  been  guidj^d.  »  Some- 
times we  were  said  td  llgfit  for  one 
^  purpose, 
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purpose^  soraetioieA  for  smother;  and 
still  we  were  in  the  6»tk,  though 
left  9kmt  in  {h»  contest.  He  was 
perftcily  of  opinion  with  his  con- 
stituents, that  it  reqntrod  men  of 
greflterminds^  «nd  more  upright  in* 
tentioQS,  to  bring  about  peaoe,  in 
our  present  clrcunisinnces  so  essen* 
tially  Deces^ry.  He  ther«foi^  mov- 
ed, <«  That  an  address  1^  presented 
to  hit  majesty,  beaeeching  him  to 
dismiss  from  tns  councils  his  present 
mioistersj  as.  the  most  likely  means 
of  obtaining  a  permanent  and 
speedy  peace.*' 

Tins  motion  was  seconded  by  sir 
William  Mtlner,  and  sopported  by 
Mr.  Cunren,  Mr,  Taylor,  Mr. 
Hobhunse,  and  Mr.  Sturt.  On  tb; 
other  hand  it  was'opposed  by  Mr. 
Hawkins  Browne,  the  aldermen 
Anderson  J  Curtis,  and  I^ushington, 
Mr^BooHe,  Mr.  Brandlinjf ,  fir  GiU 
l^t  HesitLcote,  Mr.  Adams,  Mr, 
Jeficrcys,  Mr.  Picrrrpoint,  and  Mr. 
Bnrdnn.  On  a  subject  so  often  dis* 
cussed,  ns  the  merit  or  demerit  of  the 
inimster,  and  particuliirly  the  policy 
or  impolicy  of  the  war,  in  it.<3  origin 
and  conduct,  there  could  not  wdl 
be  very  much  length  ot  debate,  at 
this  period,  at  once  new  and  im- 
portant It'  was  not  improper  for 
ibedifTerentspeakc^rs  tocalht>  mind, 
in  the  discuss  ion  of  a  great  question, 
arguraentsthat  hadbeen  urg.ed  again 


and •  again,  erento  tritedesi«  Bnt  it 
might  appear  tedious,  and  would  br 
improper  to  give  so  many  editioni 
of  the  same  topics  and  argnmenta 
in  a  written  volume.  In  ail  ques^ 
tiofu  of  importance,  whether  refav 
4ing  to  the  itateof  the  banlc,  the  state 
of  Ireland,  the  origin  and  conduct  of 
the  war,  or  negociations  for  peace^ 
^0  general  plan  or  system  of  minis- 
terial roanagemcfnt,  was  constantly 
introduced.  We  shall  therefore  con- 
tent ourselves,  as  in  some  former  in- 
stances, with  a  very  general  outline 
of  what  passed  in  the  bouse  of  com  «- 
mons  on  the  present  occasion.  Mr. 
Hawkins  Browne  took  a  full,  as 
well  as  methodical  and  clear  view  of 
the  conduct  of  administration  for 
the  last  twelve  years,  and,  on  a  re- 
view of  tlie  whole,  declared  his  ap- 
probation  of  their  measures.  To  the 
present  administration  he  ascribed 
our  enjoyment  of  the  three  greatest 
btesftSngs  that  could  be  possessed:  li- 
berty, internal  tranquillity,  and  ge- 
neral prosperity.  Juries  had  been 
invested  with  the  right,  which  had 
been  disputed,  of  judging  of  all  thfe 
circumstances  of  the  case,  in  point 
of  law,  as  well  as  fact;  Jt  was  un- 
der the  auspices  of  the  present  ad- 
ministration, and  against  every  high 
and  powerful  authority,  that  the 
continuance  of  an  impeachment* 
bad  been  carried..    It  was  under 

the 


*  hi  allusion  to  the  protracted  trial  of  Mr.  Hastings.  For  an  account  of  the  prcbv 
ble  motivestbat  formed,  or  ih  the  modern  phraseek)^,  orgimrzedthe  cot  I  ition- between 
the  ministers  and  the  prosecutors  of  Mr  Hastings,  whiclv  Mr.  Browne  ascribes,  on  the 
pvt  of  the  roin»tcr,  to  a  veneration  for  liberty,  sec  Memoirs  of  the  late  War  in  Astt, 
Vol.  I.  p.  361.  The  high  authority  to  which  Mr.  Browne  here  alludes,  is  lord  Thur- 
W.  Of  the  past  coalition  mentioned,  as  well  as  of  the  trial  and  acquittal  of  Mr.  Has- 
tings, a  periodical  writer,  in  a  monthly  journal,  wfites  as  follows.  *'  A  prosecution 
that  sprung  out  of  party-intrigues,  that  was  protracted,  by  a  thousand  artifices,  to  a 
term  disgraceful  to  the  jurisprudence  of  Grbat  Briuin,  terminating  in  an  honourable  ac- 
quittal,  and  yet  in  its  linger inf  opemioOy  and  final,  result,  inAictiDf  on  »pifcriat  (if  that 
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the  tame  admiDistration,  that  the 
bill»  so  ohnoxiouft  to  the  people  of 
Canada,  had  heen  repealed,  and  a 
•ystem  of  freedom  established  in  its 
stead.  Even  the  abuses  of  liberty  had 
beea  touched  with  a  lenient  hand  ; 
9nd  the  bill  for  preventing  and  pu- 
nishing sedition  had  been  limited  to 
the  term  of  two  years  ;  nor  had  they 
prevented  meetings  for  any  purpose 
within,  the  number  of  fifty.  Mr. 
Browne  then  proceeded  to  notice 
t)ie second  point:  tranquillity.  Thisi 
he  said,  had  always  been  so  clear, 
from  the  excellent  measures  adopted 
by.  ministers,  that  any  illustration  of 
it  would  be  unnecessar)'.  Mr, 
Browne,  on  the  third  point,  the  ge- 
neral prosperity  of  the  country,  di- 
vided tins  bead  into  two  periods  : 
the  first  from  iTS^  to  1792;  the 
cond,  from  1792,  to  the  present  mo- 
ment. In  the  first  period,  by  means 
of  his  great  financial  abilities,  he 
raised  tae  funds  from  64  to  98*  In 
the  same  proportion  with  the  funds, 
the  trade,  commerce,  manufactures, 
auriculture,  industry,  and  ingenuity 
<A  the  country,  kept  e^ual  pace  in 
their  increase  of  general  prosperity, 
and  the  country  had  arrived  at  the 
most  unexampled  height  of  happi- 


ness. The  other  period,  to  whick 
he  had  now  to  allude,  he  was  sorry 
to  say,  was  a  very  painful  reverse. 
Those  political  evils,  however,  by 
which  it  had  been  occasioned,  were 
entirely  owing  to  the  French  revo- 
lution. The  country  owed  every- 
thing to  the  ministry  for  entering 
into  the  present  war :  for,  by  that, 
he  believed,  and  by  that  alone,  they 
had  kept  the  scene  of  action  entirely 
from  this  country. 

Mr.  alderman  Curtis  shrewdly 
remarked,  that  the  instructions  giv- 
en to  his  worthy  friend,  and  col- 
league, by  his  constituents,  were  to 
move  for  an  address  to  his  majesty 
to  dismiss,  from  his  councils,  his 
present  weak  and  wicked  ministers 
for  ever.  Now,  said  the  alderaan, 
his  worthy  friend  had  left  the  words 
weak  and  utc^i^  out  of  his  motioi}« 
(even  though  he  professed  himself 
bound  to  act  according  to  the  in* 
structions  of  his  constituents  Which 
plainly  shewed  that  he  did  not  think 
they  were  so. 

Mr.  alderman  Anderson  believed, 
**  there  were  a  great  many  men, 
>\'ithout  doors,  who  were  very  bad 
indeed,  and  who  wanted  to  intn)- 
duce  anarchy  and  confusion^**    Vor 


name  can  yetbe  used  without  unfortunate  associations  of  ideas)  of  the  most  splendid 
talents  and  amiable  virtues,  a  confinement  of  ten  years,  and  a  fine  in  Oact,  in  hi«  law 
expences,  nearly  equal  to  the  whole  of  his  fortune.  While  all  panics  of  men,  concurring 
in  the  worship  of  the  rising  sun,  though  rather  under  a  cloud,  agree  to  the  repeated  pay- 
inent  of  debts,  incurred,  not  by  the  cxcrci'^e  of  either  public  or  private  virtue— can  it 
be  endured,  that  a  base  union  of  envy,  jealousy,  disappointment,  and  resentment,  shall 
pursue  Mr.  Hastings- with  hostile  vengeance,  aftei  the  importance  of  his  public  services 
is  universally  admitted,  and  his-  innocence  disf^laycd  in  the  light  of  noon  day  ?  V^bo, 
then,  will  henceforth  assume  any  degree  of  responsibility,  even  in  order  to  save  h'i 
country  from  ruin  ?  Who  will  not  be  staggered  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty  ?  If  this 
may  expose  him  to  that  dreadful  instrument  of  vengei^nce,  the  law's  delay,  wirldrdbv 
bis  enemies,  not  only  w%th  impunity  to  tliemselves,  and  emolument,^  but  even  withi 
temporary  glitter  of  false  glory  and  foolish  acclamation."  Politicai  AppeniMi  to  i^^ 
English  AevUw  for  May^  1703. 


•  Mr.  Burke's  soq  was  rctahkcd  at  a  gnatexpevce,  as  solicitor  for  the  prosectttion. 
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thnreasoD^heshoold  givehU  positive 
and  hearty  negative  to  the  motion. 
Mr.  Carwen  confessed  that  be  had 
never  heard  any  arguments  which 
could  convince  him  that  the  prospe* 
xity  of  ihe  country  vvas  at  all  owing 
to  the  present  administration.  It 
was  a  common  and  often  a  baneful 
error  to  confound  causes  with  colla- 
teral effects.  Nothing  could  be  more 
absurd,  nor  a  greater.|)roof  of  super- 
sfitious  veneration  and  weakness, 
than  to  ascribe  all  the  blessings  we 
enjoyed  (o  the  minister,  and  all  the 
evils  to  causes  which  be  could  nei- 
ther foresee  nor  prevent. 

Mr.  Hobhouse  stated  some  strik- 
ing presnmptions,  not  to  say  com- 
plete proofs,  that  in  the  present 
vrar  we  were  the  aggressors,  apd 
that  ministers  had  missed  many 
opportanities  of  making  an  honour- 
aUe  peace. 

Mr.  Stnrt  execrated  the  conduct* 
of  ministers,  in  cheating  the  nation 
of  their  money  by  pretended  over- 
tures for  peace  i .  in  employing  pri- 
soners notoriously  attached  to  re- 
publicanism, for  the  re-establish- 
ment of  monarchy  in  France  ; 
whence  the  disaster  at  Quiberon  : 
in  sacrificing  millions  of  money, 
and  the  flower  of  our  army  at  St. 
Domingo^  &c.  He  declared  bis 
conviction  that  the  success,  nay^ 
the  #ery  existence  of  the  country 
depended  on  the  support  of  the 
present  motion. 

Mr.  Burden  thought  that  il 
dismissal  of  ministers  was  a  me^i- 
suiewhich  woi^d  retard  rather  than 
accelerate  peace,  and,  instead  of 
allaying  the  present  ferr^ent  in  the 
public  mind,  kindle  and  foment 
distuibances.  The  question  being 
irapaiiently  called  for,  there  v  ere 
found,  ayes  5g,  noes  242. 


l^he  attack  on  the  principles  and 
measures  qf  the  present  mintstera. 
was  renewed,  or  rather  continued* 
in  the  house  of  cooamons,  under 
another  form. . 

Oft  the  lwenty*sixth  of  May,  Mr. 
Grey  rose,  in  pursuance  of  previ- 
ous notice,  to  move  for  a  reform 
in  the  representation  of  the  people 
After  an  exordium,  contrasting  our 
former  prosperity  with  our  present 
distress,  and«28o  asserting  the  puri- 
ty and  patriotism  of  his  present  in- 
tentions, be  expressed  his  wish  that 
ourestablishmont  should  remain  as  it 
was  ',  composed  of  lords  and  com* 
mons.  He  proposed,  that  thecounty 
representation  should  remain  nearly 
on  the  same  footing :  only,  that  in* 
stead  of  ninety-two  county  mem- 
bers, there  should  be  one  liundred. 
and  thirteen.  For  instance,  instead 
of  two  for  the  County  of  York,  there 
should  be  two  for  each  riding  ;  and 
so  in  other  covnties,  where  the  pre- 
sent representation  was  not  propor- 
tionate to  the  extent  of  population, 
in  order  to  put  an  end  to  compro- 
mises, each  county,  or  riding,  should 
be  divided  into  grand  divisions,  each 
of  which  should  return  one  icpre- 
sentative.  With  regard  to  the  qua- 
lifications of  electors,  instead  of 
confining  the  right  of  election  to 
free-holders,  it  should  be  extended 
to  oopy-holdcrs  and  lease-holders, 
who  were  bouncj  to  pay  a  certain 
annual  rent,  a  certain  number  of 
*  years  But  the  reform  which  he 
had  to  propose,  in  the  other 
branch  of.  representation,  was  of  a 
much  more  extensive  nature.  It 
was,  that  the  remaining  four  hun-» 
dred  members  should  be  return- 
ed by  one  description  of  pcrsony, 
which  were  Inusesholders.  If  it 
Were  possible,  one  person    should 
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not  be  pennltfed  to  rote  fbr  niftre 
than  one  member  of  parltatnent.  In 
order  to  pTBTent  expence,  t?ie  poll 
ought  tobe  ttken  through  the  whote 
kingdom  at  one  time  :  this  was  the 
outltne  of  bis  plan  ;  to  state  that  it 
eduH  be  obtaine<f  at  first  with  ex^ 
actnesg,  or  was  not  liabk^  to  diffi- 
ctiUies,  woQ!d  be  presnmptuoa^- 
and  abst)rd.  Buf  he  Mattered  him- 
self there  wotiW  be  found  no  insu- 
perable or  fundamen^^  objections 
toft.  The faod-owner  would  find 
his  proptsrty  suitably  represented  ; 
the  merchant  support  in  the  house-' 
holders ;  and  men  of  respectability 
and  talents'  in  the  different  profes- 
sions would  find  a  fair  door  open 
for  admission  into  parliament.  The 
only  persons  whom  he  whhcd  to  ex- 
clude from  that  house,  were  men 
who  were  neither  possessed  of  land- 
ed property,  nor  engaged  in  com- 
mercial enterprize,  nor  j>rofessors 
of  any  particular  science,  and  who, 
Withoiit  prop*;rty,  without  industry, 
and  without  talents,  obtained  seats 
in  the  house  of  commons,  by  the  in- 
fluence  of  great  men,  for  the  pur- 
pose, not  of  consulting  the  gooti  of 
the  people,  but  of  promoting  their 
own  interests. 

'Mr.  Grey's  motion  wJts  seconded 
by  Mr.  Erskine,  who,  after  an  exor- 
cHuni  relating  to  his  own  sftuation, 
principles,  and  fcelingS;  topics  to 
which  he  also  returned,  according 
to  his  manner,  in'diftereut  parts  of 
his  speech,  observed,  that  out  of  tlie 
motion  which  had  been  made,  there 
arose,  for  the  consideration  of  the 
house,  three  questions ;  fii'st,  whe- 
ther the  liodsc  of  commons,  iii  its 
present  frame  and  constitution,  ful- 
tils  the  ends  of  its  ofike,  In  the  Bri- 
tish government,  so  as  to  render  any 
change  in  it  expedient?  Bythehousc 
of  pominons,  said  Mr.  Erakine,  Ide- 


srns  nortiobestipposed  tospeak  of  t!l1#, 
or  of  tbe  Itet,  or  of  those  long  part, 
or  that  may  yet  be  elected,  bttt  of  any 
possible  bouse  of  eenimons,  in  its  pre- 
sent fnrmeaud  coftititotiotr.  Second- 
ly, whether,  supposing  ^  referm  in 
parliament  to  bencctjssary,  the  speci- 
fic proposition  suWrnttCed  to  the  bouse 
jrppears  -to  be  salutary,  prattfcable, 
and  adapted  to  cure  the  trvils  com- 
plained ofj^  so  as  to  entitle  it  to  the 
ultcriorconsideration  of  tbehotise  in 
the  form  of  a  bill,  to  be  brought  be- 
fore us }  TWrdly,  whether,  soppo- 
^trg  a  reform  in  parliament  to  be  ex- 
pedient, and  the  proposition  fnade 
by  the  motion  to  be  worthy  of  con- 
sideration, the  present  nofoment  i» 
seasonable  fbrentcrtaining  h  ?  ITils 
last  point  is,  indeed,  a  matter  of  the 
highest  importance.  The  present  is 
no  common  period,  and  pregnant 
with  no  common  events. 

Mr.  Erskine  proceeded  to  rfhew, 
that  from  the  gradual  Jind  stSIl  crow- 
ing inHnenceof  the  crown,  the  house 
of  commons  hadbccnpcrterted,  trt 
fact,  from  its  original  omce  :  ^hich 
was,  to  balance  the  other  branches  of 
government;  to  watch  with  jealousy 
over  the  executive- government,  oft 
the  one  hand,  and  to  protect  the  po* 
pular  privileges  agirinsttbeencroach- 
fnents  of  aristocratic  rnflueftce  on  the 
other.  With  regard '  to  tbe  second 
point,  the  conclusion  thaC  he  drew 
from  a  variety  of  just  and  ingeniou.^ 
obsei-vations,  was,  that  honest  but 
visionary  mem,  confounding  thcnn- 
nlienable  rights  of  every  man  to  in- 
terfere in  the  administration  of  ac- 
tual government,  with  tlie  right  to 
be  wtll  governed,  imposed  an  actual 
tyvnnny  upon  the  wprld  in  their 
zeal  for  universal  freedom :  but 
that  the  system  of  his  excellent  and* 
enlightened friendj  avoided  that  dan- 
gerous stumbling-block ,  ind  created 
R  prac- 
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7  practfeal  government,   en  princi- 
ples wKtteh  had  no  tendency  to  dis- 
organize tocietj,  or  shake  the  esta- 
bftshraent  of  the  nation.   As  to  the 
last  and  most  momentoas  pointy  that 
erf  tirne^  Itfn  £rakine'8  opinion  was, 
that  the  present  moment  for  rcfor*. 
nation  was  ^ngulai^y  and  critical y 
«Monablei    and  that   those    who 
^ized  on  the  tifnes,  as  a  foundation 
for  objection^  vould  lay  the  same 
^Id  on  prosperity,  if  it  were  pro- 
posed,  o^  the    retuni   of   peace. 
ThisApinicKi,  by  a  vaTiety  of  con- 
'^niepaiions,  it  mu«t  be  owned,  he 
foidercd  extremely  probable  .—But 
it  was  said^    in   objection  to   the 
times,  that  there  was,  at  t^c  ^re- 
*ent   moment)    a    dangerous    dis- 
affection prevalent  in  the  minds  of 
roen;  to  the    government  of  this 
country  ;  and  that  pestilent  andde- 
«ructiTe  theories  had  poisonedpublic 
•pinion, against  nil  monarchical  con- 
stitutions.     Admitting,    said  Mr. 
Erskine^  for  the  sake,  of  aiT^ument, 
that  the  inrputation  of  wde-sprcad 
disaffection  w  jtist,  how  is  the  evil 
to  be  remedied  ?  If  despair  of  ob-. 
taining  any  moderate  reform   has 
thriven  any  considerable  numbers  to 
republicanism^  to  whom  is  the  fault 
to  be  imputed  ?  Will  any  man  de- 
ny, that  the  foundation  of  thi^  spirit 
(whatever  may  be  its  extent)  was 
^aid  in  the  declarations  of  the  right 
nonoumbte  gentleman  himself,  who 
affirmed,  that  it  was  impossible  an 
tipright    or    useful    administration 
could  exist,  whilst   the  house  was 
constituted  as  it  is,  and  who  has  un- 
^STv-erably  illustrated  the  truth  of 
nis  position,  by  the  evidence  of  his 
<Jwn?     Di<i    the    right    honour- 
able gentleman  imagine,    that   he 
could    pvescribe     bounds    beyond 
*|»ich  tlus  smrit  should  not  ^ass  ?. 
^id  he  imagine  thai  he  could  plant 


tHe  rootf  and  prevent  the  dhoott 
from  springmg  up  ?  Does  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  think  that  be 
can  extingnish,  in  the  miiids-of  the 
people,  that  distrust  of  the  present 
system  of  government  which  he 
himself  has  taught  them  to  enter-^  • 
tain  ?  Or  does  he  think  by  coercion 
to  make  them  tamely  submit  to^ 
those  abuses  wliich  he  himself  was 
the  foremost  to  expose  ?  Does  he 
think  to  guard  the  constitution  fronv 
violence,  by  persecuting  those  who 
would  peaceably  reform  it  ?  l^bei  he" 
tlnnk  to  silence  the  voice  of  com- 
plaint, by  a  sullen  refusal  to  remedy 
the  gi-ievance  ?  This  road  may  be 
pursued  for  a  season  ;  but  the  end 
thereof  is  death.  Instead  of  inflam- 
ing by  persecution,  let  me  advise 
you  to  conciliate  by  seasonable  coa^ 
cession.  The  system  of  terror  caifc 
neither  remove  nor  silence  a  deep- 
rooted  and  well-founded  disconteat. 
Let  me. conclude  with  repeating 
again,  tliat  the  condition  of  this 
country  renders  a  reform  most  criti-' 
cally  "seasonable.  The  nation  ftandar 
in  the  most  perilous  predicament;, 
government  is  forced  to  call  npoo 
the  people  (or  greater  exertions  thaa 
at  former  times.  Burdens  which 
appeared  impracticable,  even  m 
speculation,  are  now  to  be  carried 
into  practical  efiect.  This  must  bc' 
done,  cither  by  affection,  or  by  co- 
ercion ;  and  this  is  the  moment  for 
the  choice.  Give  the  people  the 
blessings  of  the  constitution,  and^ 
they  will  join  with  ardour  in  its  de** 
fence ;  rdise  witjnn  these  walls  a» 
standard,  whiuh  was  never  befoiv 
niiscd,  around  which  the  friends  of 
the  constitution  may  rally,  and  to' 
which  the  people  will  be  attracted 
by  the  -f^cimgs  of  coniklence  and  o§ 
attachment  ;  it  will  give  general 
satisfaction ;   it  will  umte  aQ  whoi 
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are  divided^  and  create  a  general 
spirit  to  bear  vcp  against  the  calami- 
ties by  which  we  are  surrounded. 

Mr.  Pitt  obseWed,  that  thet[ue6« 
tion  was  not^  whether  some  altera-* 
tion  might  be  attended  with  advan- 
tage, but  whether  the  degree  of 
benefit  might  be  worth  the  chanCe 
of  the  mischief  it  probably^  or  pos- 
sibly, might  induce.  It  would  not 
be  prudent  to  give  an  opening  to 
principles  that  aimed  at  nothing 
less  than  the  annihilation  of  the 
constitution.— But  what  he  appear-* 
cd  to  have  most  at  heart»  as  was 
ircry  natural,  .and  what  it  was  the 
principal  tendency  of  his  speech 
to  renite,  was,  the  alleged  incon- 
sistency of  those  who  had  fonnerly 
supported  parliamentary  reform,  in 
opposing  it  now. — Tiiere  was  no 
inconsistency,  he  said,  in  foregoing 
.a  present  advantage  for  a  future 
benefits  or  for  the  sake  of  avoiding 
impending  evils.  Could  we  believe 
that  men,  who  remained  unmoved 
by  the  dismal  example  which  thqir 
principles  had  produced^  whose 
pretensions  rose  or  fell  with  the 
success  or  the  decline  of  jacobinism, 
in  every  part  of  Europe,  were  over 
actuated  by  a  similarity  of  mqtives 
and  of  objects. with  those  who  pro- 
secuted the  cause  of  inform  as  a 
practical  advantage,  and  maintained 
it  on  constitutional  views  ?  "  From 
the  period,  said  Mr.  Pitt,  when  the 
new  and  alarming  sera  of  tl^  French 
revolution  bnjke  in  upon  the  world, 
I  found  tliat  the  grounds  on  which 
the  question  of  reform  rested  were 
fundamentally  altered,  I  Jo  noX 
be^ie^e  that  the  temper  of  moderate 
reformers  will  lead  them  to  make 


common  cause  with  the  irre<?on- 
ciieable  enemies  of  the  oonstitu- 
tion.** — ^As  to  the  specific  plan  of 
reform*  proposed  by  Mr.  Grey,  he 
thought  it  was  at  once  highly  ex- 
ceptionable in  theory)  and  unsup* 
ported  by  experience* 

Mr.  Sheridan  denied  that  the 
hort'ors  of  France  were  produced 
by  the  rights  of  man.  Bloody  cala- 
mities there  had  been,  but  they  did 
not  originate  in  those  principles. 
There  was  not  one  individual  who 
had  been  concerned  in  writing  or 
publishing  them  that  was  concerned 
m  any  of  the  massacres.  Excess 
was  the  natural  consequence  of  all 
revolutions;  when  men  sliook  off 
their  slavery,  under  the  necessity 
of  recovering  their  liberty  by  force, 
they  were  naturally  intemperate. 
Iftne  question  were  put  to  him» 
who  were  the  real  authors  and 
abettors  of  the  French  massacres, 
he  would  not  hesitate  to  place 
certain  despots  in  the  front  of  his 
accusation.  The  minister  bad  de< 
sired  the  public  to  look  upon  refor- 
mation as  a  latent  mode  oi  overturn- 
ing the  constitution.  He  knew  not 
why  universal  suffrage  had  been 
brought  into  such  contempt.  He 
remembered  Mr,  Pitt's  *  having 
signed  his  name,  with  the  duke  of 
Richmond,  at  some  meetings,  in  fa-^ 
vour  of  reform  and  annual  parlia- 
mciits.  Mr.  Sheridan  mentioned 
several  circumstances  of  comfort  and 
hopi,  in  his  own  particular  situa- 
tion, which  rendered  it  incredible 
that  he  should  cnteitain  any  design 
or  wish  to  throw  things  into  anar- 
chy and  confusion.— For  tliis,  in 
our   opinion,  Mr.  Slieridan  is  en-* 


♦.  Wc  do  not  consider  it  to  be  ncces««!y,  as  if  we  were  members  of  pvliatnent, 
spoSkiiig  in  parliinAcnt,  to  adhexe  to  all  the  circumlocutions  of  *'  right  honourable 
gentlemen  oppositfr  to  each  other,  &c.  ^^c" 
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til^d  to  full  credit :  and  tiaving 
said  this,  it  will  not  be  imputed  as 
2ny  personal  attack  on  tdat  gentle* 
niaa,  if,  coctrarUy  to  our  usual 
cuscdm,  we  make  a  remark  on  a 
speech,  the  substance  and  tendency 
of  which,  oiiIy>,  it  is  our  business, 
in  the  character  of  annalists,  to  re- 
port. This  observation,  that  the 
massacres  of  France  did  not  origi- 
n«€  in  the  principfes  of  the  rights 
of  mm,  though  commonly  resorted 
to  by  the  defenders  of  innovation, 
is  not  worthy  of  the  philosophical 
accuracy  and  precision  of  Mr. 
Sheridan,  who  knows  the  distinc- 
tion between  efficient  causea,  or 
rather  the  one  efficient  cause, 
and  natural  causes  or  occasions. 
Massacres  cannot  arise  out  of  mere 
abstractions,  whether  entertained 
in  the  brain,  or  represented  by 
sjmbols  or  wnting ;  but  notions 
concerning  rights,  mingled  with, 
and  brought  into  play,  every  evil 
passion.  An  explosion  is  effected 
not  by  nitre  alone,  but  by  the  ac- 
tion of  fire  on  nitre  mixed  with 
sulphur. 

Sir  Francis  Burdett,  among  a 
variety  of  pointed  observations, 
taid,  that  without  a  reform  of  par* 
liament,  corruption  would  become 
the  euthanasia  of  the  constitution. 
Corruption  had  reduced  us,  with 
all  the  advantages  of  our  soil  and 
climate,  to  a  sute,  that  no  more 
lesembled,  in  point  of  liberty,  that 


of  our  ancestors,  than  if  we  were 
the  inhabitants  of  a  foreign  land* 
*^  Indeed,  said  sir  Francis,  with  all 
our  boast  of  wealch,  the  Thean  and 
hardlotofpoverti/ falls  to  the  share  . 
of  the  mass  of  the  pet>pU:  and  that 
comfort,  which  ought  to.be  the  re- 
ward of  honest  labour^  is  sei^  by 
the  griping  hand  of  a  rapacious  ^ 
governcnent.  But  all  these  things 
are  drawing  towards  a  conclusion. 
That  which  was  once  a  matter  of 
choice,  is  now  a  matter  of  necec*' 
sity ;  and  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer,  though  an  enemy  tp 
liberty,  has,  by'  his  conduct,  con- 
tributed to  revolution."  SirFran^^ 
cis  concluded  a  concise  but  ener- 
getic speech,  glowing  with  the  fire  . 
of  freedom  and  tho  sentiments  of 
humanity,  with  declaring,  that  the 
present  motion  should  have  his 
hearty  support. 

From  the  generous  concehi  of 
sir  Francis  Burdett  for  the  oppress-  " 
ed  mass  of  the  people,  whose  patient 
and  silent  sufferings  seldom  find  a 
sincere  advocate  in  sucii  a  place, 
we  can  neither  with-hold  4ior  sup- 
press our  sincere  approbation  and 
applause.  Of  what-use  is  a  fiourish- 
ing  revenue,  if  it  cannot  beapplied, 
by  political  management,  to"  the 
relief  and  comfort  oF  the  great  body 
of  the  people  ?• 

Sir  Richard  Hill  did  not  omit,on 

the  present  occasion,  to  harp  on  the 

common -String  of  the  niinister*s  in* 

consistency^ 


*  We  Inve  formerljr  bad  occasion  to  observe  tfftit  most  of  our  laws,  mnltiptied  al- 
most beyond  the  power  of  enumeration,  reiat«  to  the  augmentation  of  che  revenue,  and 
the  preservation,  not  to  say  the  extension,  of  the  p4Pm.*i  of  the  executit e  government. 
Few  are  the  laws  of  a  truly  paternal  and  patriocic-fctttii ,  Nay,  when  measures  hava 
booi  pmposed  for-rodacing  the  enormous  prifie  6f  pi^i*i5ns,  w«  have  teen  a  minister 
of  state  seuing  his  face  against  them.  On  the  twenry-^ontl  of  Jani^  this  year,  Mr. 
Mainwanog  moved  the  order  of  the  day,  on  a  biUlor  ffte  h^uer  prevrnHag  oi'  forescnU 
hng  and  rcgrH(ing  of  live  cattle. ^Mr-Dundas  opposed  thi^  bill,  g^0ltt|»  grouml  that  it 
would  hurt  ihe  Ui:defl  interest  otthis  CQuncry,  by  dtmiaishingt-thCMll  a  rednced  price 
^  provisions,  the  valii«0f  farms.  Though  a  committee  ot  the  hj3)^^^<^f  eommrms,  m 
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consist  enty;in  settinghis  htst  ag^nst 
the  present  motion,  though  he  had 
fohneriy  made  a  motion  in  favour  of 
reform.  He  thought  the  constttu* 
tioii  was  not  well ;  and  if  he  (raw  a 
psftient  almost  expiring,  he  wo^ld 
naturally  aisk  the  doctor,  "  have 
you  any  experiments  to  try  ?'*  Phy- 
sitiaus  we  had,  who  had  followed 
the  plan  of  Dr.  Sangrado,  in  bleed- 
ing too  much.  Some*  other  plan 
odght  to  he  followed.  Though  he 
beUeved  there  were  but  few  on  ei- 
ther side  of  the  house  who*  had  nny 
religion,  he  believed  there  was  much 
virtue  in  both,  and  he  should  like 
to  see  them  united  to  save  the 
country,  which  was,  as  it  were,  be- 
tween two  mill-stones,  almost 
ground  to  powder.  He  wished  well 
to  rcfotm,  and  he  thought  the  best 
way  to  set  this  on  foot,  was,  for 
every  man  to  reform  himself.  He 
wished  we  had  paid  more  devotion 
to  the  will  of  him  without  whose 
power  we  could  do  nothing.  Yet, 
after  all  these  observations,  on  the 
necessity  of  self-reformation,  and 
our  inability  to  do  anything  of  our- 
selves, he  trusted  that  he  should 
not  be  thought  inconsistent  in  vot- 
ing for  Mr.  Grey's  motion. 

Sir  William  Geary  ccliild  not  as- 
sent to  Mr.  Grey's  proposition,  as 
it  was  so  nearly  allied  to  universal 
suffrage; 

Mr.  Miibank  wished  for  a  par- 
liamentary reform,as  the  best  means 
of  destroying  that  couHdence  in  mi- 
nisters which  had  produced  so 
many,  evils  in  this  country. 
.  Sir  Williaiy  Young, after  arguing 


against  the  motion,  from  the  com- 
mon topic  of  concesaiont  to  the 
people,  and  encouraging  and  imbib- 
ing demands  without  end,  made  an 
observation  on   Mr.  Grey's  pfen, 
which  was  new,  ingenious,  lotid, 
and  >vorthy  of  serious  consideration, 
lliough  it  was  intended,  by  that 
plan,  to  enlarge  the  representation 
of  the  small  boroughs,  yet,  he  un- 
derstood, that  the  great  cities  and 
populous  towns  were  to  be  divided 
according  to  their  population  ;  m 
which  case,  it  was  obvious,  that  the 
metropolis  would  have  a  preponde- 
rance over  all  the  rest  of  the  king* 
dom  ;  and  become  the  republic  of 
EngUmd,  as  Paris  was  of  France. 

Mr.  Barham,though  he  had  been, 
through  life,  an  advocate  for  par- 
liamentary reform,  objected  to  Mr. 
Grey's  motion,  because,  it  was  not, 
in  his  opinion,  called  for  by  a  ma- 
jority of  the  people  ;  and,  because, 
this  was  not  the  proper  time  for 
agitating  the  important  question. 
The  motion  was atso opposed  -bysir 
Gregory PageTurner, who  •'always 
felt  forthc  constitution^and  nothmg 
else,  when  he  got  up  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  when  he  lay  down  at  night." 
But  it  was  supporte4  by  Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  Pollen,  sir  William  Dolben, 
and  Mr.  "Fox. 

It  would  carry  us  far  beyond  our 
bounds  to  give  even  a  brief  analysis 
o  f  Mr.  Fox's  speech  on  this  occasion. 
And  it  is  the  less  necessary  to  do  so, 
t!»'it  his  sentiment^,  on  the  subject 
of  a  parliam^rntary  reform^  have 
again,  and  again  been  set  Tortb  in 
..  this   wi»k,   on   sundry  joocassons. 


1.7 00, ii?d. decidedly  pionQunccdihat  the  high  price  of  prwisions  was  owing  to  fore 
stall inf^ and  rijgrjiting ;  to  coUusiop  between  ihe  salesman  tfndthe  crease-butcher,  the 
OUI  i»as  throwifc<M»t  of  the  house,  on  a  morion  foi  its  being  reada'sccond  timeon  June 
ag.  Other  rea^MHi^orjts  rejectioij  were  alleged  4  but  the  reaten  that  ti«t  occurred  it 
^fr.  Qundas,  w^^iay  presume,  wa^  none  of  the  weakest* 
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TI10  fbllowiog  ippcar  lo  ui  to  be 
uaon^themost  taking  zind  weighty 
of  hts  obtenratioot  and  argumcou 
in  the  present  debnte.-^He  saw 
nothiog^  io  what  it  catted  the  ia- 
iDCDtaUe  exampie  of  FraRce,  to 
prove  to  him,  tbat  timely  acqirie- 
aoence  with  the desbretf  of  the  peo- 
ple was  more  dangerogs  than  ob« 
atinate  resiataoce  to  tbe«r  demands. 
Tlwaituationn  of  Gveat  Britain  and 
France  were  sottMenUaUydiirerenr> 
there  was  so  little  in  GooBiBOb  be* 
tweeoibe  character  of  England  at 
thisday^and  theflbaraeterof  France 
at  the  commencementof  (be  revolu* 
tioa,  that  it  was  inspossible  to  reason 
npon  ihem  from  parity  of  circam* 
stances  6r  of  cbamctefw  It  had 
been  said,  that  the  boose  possessed 
the  confidence  of  the  conatry  as 
mttch  as  ever.  ^'This,  in  trath^ 
«aid  Mr.  Fox^  is  as  raucb  as  to  say* 
that  his  majesty's  ministers  pmsens 
the  confidence  of  the  country  in  the 
same  degree  as  ever,  since  the  ma^ 
jorily  of  the  bonse  •support  and  ap« 
pbad  the  measures  of  the  govern- 
meoty  apd  give  their  connteHance 
to  all  the  evils  which  we  are  doom- 
ed to  endure.  1m  confidence  to  be 
al  waysagetnst  the  people,  and  never 
for  them  ^  It  is  a  notable  argument, 
thaty  because  we  do  not  tindt  at 
the  geperal  election^  very  Aieterial 
changes  in  the  rcpreseuiation,  the 
sentimencsof  the  people  continaed 
the  same,  in  fiivonr  of  the  war»  and 
io  favour  of  bismajcsiy'H  ministers. 
The  YCiy  grocind  of  the  present  dia- 
cnssion  giVes  tbeatiswer  to  this  ar- 
gument. Why  do  wcv^giiate.tbe 
ijaeatinn  of  parliamentai  y  reform  ? 
Why;  but  tecause  this  house  is  not 
a  sttAcient  representation  of  the 
people  }  We  most  argue  from  ex- 
perience. Let  ua  look  bick  to. the 
period  nf  the  Ao^icBi  war:  it  be* 


eame  onpopnbir,  and  (beluog^s> 
ministers  ioat  the  confidenee  of  the 
nation ;  yet  on  the  general  elec- 
tion which  foUbwed  the  diawlntioQ 
of  parliament,  in l/SOy  not. more 
U>an  three  or  four  penons  wereadd* 
ed  to  the  number  of  thpBe  who  had, 
from  the  beginning*  opposed  the 
disastrous  career  of  the  ministers  in 
that  war.*' 

Tiie  grand  topic  of  decl<imation 
against  the  tnrinister,  and  that  on 
whicb,  ootwiilistandihg  his  dt-f^-'nco 
of  cHanging  times  and  circum- 
stances; he  wa!»  «onstaotl/  teiz<:d 
aodbadgeted,  wasft  bi8all(;p;c*d''a{K>s- 
tacy^  from  bis  processed  princiiJlea 
of  paiiiamentary  reformation.  And 
tbat  not  only  by  tlie  speakers  usoaHy 
in  opposition^  but  even,  in  some  in* 
stances,  by  others,  on  the  whole,  by 
no  means  adverse  to  administration. 
This  iostruinent  of  atUv  k,  though 
so  common,  was  not  disdained  by, 
Mr.  Fox  ;  but  he  wielded  it  with 
his  usual  btiperiority  of  ftddresfi. 
J  remember,  said  Mr.  Fos*  that  lord 
North,  sfter  tl)e  general  election^ 
just  mentioned!  m^deoseof  the  same 
argament  ptrecisely  as  is  now  made 
u^e  of,  and  the  prei»ent  chancellor  of 
tiic  exchequei  at^det^ttstand  striking 
use  of  it  10  (icnoiinartmte  the  otces- 
sityof  a  parlfflmentary  reforin*  Re-» 
/erring  to  lUc  general  elixtion,  still 
^lecidedly  iu  favour. of  the  nii ulster 
of  the- day,. as 4u  a  demoii.->ira  iouof 
^e  necessity'  of  ap.i!lia;i)i;ntary  re- 
-form*  he  said/  J*  )X>ii  sf-e^  iliat  sq 
defective,  .soiuajeq'.utc  is  ihc  pre- 
sciK  practice,,  ai  Waal  <  >t  llie  cU-gii  v  e 
frantfhi$e,*tiMt  noinit^it.^io^i  s^f  ua- 
tipnai  caiflniiiy,  no  coMviciion  of 
ministcnal  errt>r,  noat)lv>ire:tcc.  oi 
rdisaBtrwus  wiir.js  smfuicMt  toNia  •*! 
against  that  corrupt  lull i>ciicc  whicU 
•has  mixed  usclf  wiih  elect iaij,  iiuii 
which  d&ttwoa  tbe  popular  ^i^ia).;'* 
[b  2j  Upon 
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Upon  this  Statement^  aTid'ut)on  this 
unanswerable  argument,  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  acted  in  the 
year  1782.  When  he  proposed  a 
parliamentarf  re/orm,  he  did  it  ex- 
pressly on  the  ground  of  the  ex- 
perience of  1780,  and  he 'made  an 
explicit  declaration^  that  we  had  no 
other  security  by  which  to  guard 
ourselves  against  the  .return  of  the 
same  evils.  He  repeated  this  warn- 
ing in  1783  and  in  1785,  It  was 
the  leading  principle  of  his  conduct. 
"  Witiiout  a  reform,  said  he,  the 
nation  cannot  be  safe  :  this  war 
may  b«;  put  an  end  to,  but  what 
will  protect  yon  against  another  ? 
As  certainly  as  the  Kpirit,  which  en- 
gtnd'Yed  the  present  war,  actuates 
the  secret  councils  of  the  crown, 
will  you,  under  the  induence  of  a 
defective  representation,  be  involved 
a^ain  in  new  wars^  and  in  similar 
calamities.**  .    ^ 

This  was  his  argument  in  1782, 
this  was  his  prophecy ;  and  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  was  a 
true  prophet.  Precisely  as  he  pro- 
nounced it,  the  event  happened; 
another  war  took  place,  and  I  am 
sure  it  will  not  be  considered  as  an 
aggnvatipn  of  its  character,  I  bat  it 
IS  at  tf  ast  equal  in  disaster  to  the 
^war  of  which  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  complained.  "  The  de- 
fect of  representation,  he  said,  is 
^the  national  disease }  and,  unless  you 
apply  directly  a  remedy  to  that  dis- 
ease, you  muat  inevitably  take  the 
consequences  with  which  it  is  preg- 
nant.'* With  sucii  an  authority, 
can  any  man  deny  that  I  reason 
right  ?  Did  not  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  demonstrate  his  case? 
Good  God  !  what  a  fate  is  that  of 
the  right  honourable  gentleman,  aiid 
n  what  a  state  of  whimsical  con- 
tx^diciioD  does  he  stand !  During 


the  whole  course  of  bis  administra- 
tion, and  particularly  during  the 
course  ol  the  present  war,  evci) 
prediction  that  he  has  made,  evrr)- 
hope  that  he   has  held  out,  erwy 
prophecy  that  he  has  hazarded,  has 
failed  ;  he  has  disappotnted  tbe  ex« 
pectations  that  he   has  rai.sed  }  and 
every  promise  that  he  has  giv^-n  ha* 
proved  to  be  a  fallacy  and  a  pbao- 
tom.     Yet,  for  these  very  dedara- 
lions,    an4   notwithstanding  these 
failures,  we  have  called  him  a  wise 
mini^jter.    We  have  given  him  our 
confidence  on  account  of  bis  pre* 
dictions,  and  have'continued  it  upon 
their  failu  re.    Though  no  one  event 
which  he  foretold  has  been  verified, 
we  have  continued  tP  behold  him 
as  the  oracle  of  wisdom  !  fiut  in  tiie 
only  instance  in  which  what  he  really 
predicted,  as  if  by  divine  inspinn 
tion,  has  eome  to  pass,  in  that  wf 
have  treated   him    with     sttibborn 
incredulity  I  In  1785,  he  pronoun- 
ced the  awful  prophecy >  •*  without 
a  parliamentary  reform  the  nation 
wiH    be   plugged  into  new  wan ; 
without  a  parliamentary. refonn  you 
cannot  be  safe  against  bad  nnnisters; 
nor  c&n  even  g<x)d  ministers  be  of 
use  to  you."    Snch  was  ,his  pre- 
diction *    and  it  has  come  upon  us. 
It  would  seem  as  if  the  whole  lite 
of  the  right  honourable  geniieman, 
from  that  period,  had  beoi  destiurd 
by  Providence  for  the  iiluatration ')f 
his  warning,     it  I  were  di5]x>sed  to 
consider  him  as  a  real  enthusiast, 
and  a  bigot  in  divination,  we  migkt 
be  apt  to  think  that  he  had  himself 
taken  measures  for  tire  veri^cation 
of  his  prophecy.     He  might  now 
exclaim  to  us,  with  the  proud  ter- 
T^ur  of  success,  ^*  you  see  the  coo- 
sequence  of  not  listening  to  tbc 
oracle  I  I  told  you  what  would  hap- 
-pen  i  it  ic  true  that  your  deatroctian 
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ii  complete  ;  I  have  pluDged  70a 
iDto  a  oew  war  -,  I  have  exhausted 
yoo  as  a  people ;  I  have  brought 
foa  to  the  brink  of  rain,  but  I  told 
yoa  befr>re*baad  what  would  hap- 
pen ;  I  told  you,  that,  without  a 
refomi  m  tlie  representation  of  tbd 
people,  no  minister,  however  wise,- 
oould  save  you:  you  denied  mtf 
my  means,  and  you  take  the  con* 
sequence!"  I  say,  sir,  that  if  I 
were  to  consider  him  as  a  bigot  to 
bis  doctrine,  ~  dr  that  his  mind  was 
tinctured  with*  superstition)  as  we 
havebcard  of  enthusiasts  whose  lives 
luve  been  devoted  to  the  ful^ment 
of  their  own  predictions,  I  should 
SQppose  that  the  right  honourable 
gentleman's  administration  has  been 
shaped,  and  hisnieasu  res  framed,  for 
Wnjring  into  a  terrible  demonstra- 
tion the  political  doctrine  with  which 
be  commenced  his  caiseen 

Mr.  Grey's  motion  was  rejeeted, 
by  258  Tolei  against  g3.  > 

The  same  attack  on  the  measureli 
and  apparent  views  of  government 
was  continued  in  the  house  a£^ 
peers.  Oa^tbe  thirtieth  of  May, 
the  didte  of  Bedford,-  afterteview- 
iug  the  weak  and  unprosperotas  oott» 
duct  of  administration,  the  burthens 
that  had  been  impose<^,  and  the  danh- 
gere,  which,  from  1  heir  misconduct, 
still  thneatened  the  nation,  moved, 
**  that  a  hunibte  address  be  pre- 
sented to  his  majest}',  eafnestiy  so- 
bcitioghim,  by  dismissing  his  present 
senrantt,  to  give  to  the  people  of 
Ireland  the  strongest  proot  4>f  his 
disapprobation  ot  that  system  of 
treachery,  by  which  their  discon- 
teoti  had  been  fosteted  ;  and  of  his 
majesty's  intention  of  securing  the 
cooDection  between  the  kingdoms, 
by  extending  to  men  of  all  descrip- 
tions, in  that  oppressed  country,  the 
blessmgs  of  the  constitution^  under 


which  they  werevbom :  and  finally* 
to  dismiss  from  his  pfesenceforever, 
those  ministers  whose  measures  had, 
impaired  the  liberties,  and  whose 
extravagance  had  injured  the  pro- 
perty of. bis  subjects;  to  restore 
the  spirit  of  the  British  coostimtion, 
and  to  adopt  such  a  system  of  re* 
tretichmeot  as  was  alone  consistent 
with  the  prosperity  of  his  exhausted 
people.**  This  mofion  was  opposed 
by  the  duke  of  Atliol,  as  tending 
not  only  to  cnhinge  administratbn 
but  even  the  country.    But 

The  duke  of  Grafton  was  of  opi* 
niou,  that,  if  this-  motion  was  to  i>e 
viewed  with  tiie  same  cold  indifier* 
ence  which  had  been  shewn  in  com* 
man  times,  aud  if  the  same  con* 
fidence  was  continued  to  the  minis- 
ters, he  should  npt  think  it  neces^iaiy 
to  trouble  their  lordships  with  his 
remarks  again ;  but,  before  he  re- 
tired, to  fortify  his  own  mind  against 
the  apfyroachiog  calamities,  and 
prepare  bis  fftmily  tor  What  th^ 
would  probably  have  io  undergo,  it 
was  a  duty  incumbent  upon  hitn, 
to. lay  before  his  sovercfign  the  rea- 
sons fcr  this  conduct,  flattering  him- 
self that  he  should :  be  airowed  that 
gracious  hearing  wliich  his  majesty 
had  so  often  given  to  one,  from 
whose  lips  he  never  heard  but  the 
dictates  of  the  heart,  as  sfncerely  as 
they  were  now  delivered  to  their 
lordships.  His  grace,  in  viewing 
the  distressful  and  dangerous  state 
of  the  nation,  took  notice  of  thede- 
/reiiction  of  our  allies }  the  stoppage 
ofpaymentit)  specie  at  the  bank ;  the 
.blood  and  treasons  sacrificed  at  St. 
Domingo,  and  the  improvidence 
of  ministers  in  not  anticipating 
the  peremptory  demands^  of  tlK 
seamen,  when,  4n  consideration  of 
the  high  price  of  provisions,  con- 
siderable indulj^encies  had  be^n 
[S3j  granted 
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g^t^^  ^O'  tbe  .Aoldien, :  bot,  •  th^i 
\«thi€5h  fippQacpd  to  bis  gi^i'iJ  U>  bo 
^,grAa|«9tflubjeci  of^/^b  v^^^^ 
lb«criuwa!  ^Male  c4'  Ireland  5.  ;H1 
uhich  fciilgdom.  if  a  teiapesate  re^ 
dmn  \fi  -pa^liaiwfji.t .  did  ijQt  lake 
yimi9v\4^  a  ^ull  ^m^^cH^iiiQD  •  of 

of  ^tte.iDoett  wbio  now  'gg^dua^ 

^oon  ^  At  '^ded  ^p  thaTist.of -r©- 
puWiie^i  .which  fiui*  fat^jl.  meawifti 
baA:90flArgdy  cpDjtVkb^ti:'^  io..«regt 
all  over  fitiro.pe  :  :wi^h  liiij*  jQW«e-f 
qi^encey .  Ihal^  •  if  ^  levotoioa'  ^ok 
ptl^GC  ux  Jr«topd>:  U'  woi^M  evidi9ntij)r 
pi^ttilocfi  B  revctotioa  -  jq  ;Greai  Bri* 
'  Saio,. . .     ■ 

Lbvd  Soirni^y.dii&ired  from:  tb« 
ooble.<]gliQ.in  c>wy  ^iuii¥ient>;*Qx;t 
€cpt  in  th^  s^P^ri^  which  be;  pvor 
iisiS9d,  Pni4.^a$»a^e  tin  the  pror 
{x)s«d  i9ikoiion,^he  (hQU|^r»  .migb^ 
produce  4b0  »post  penvripus  ioor 
«fjfaej^w»  irOlinieJy,  Am  .iji  which 
it  wa$  ptylcdian  Qpprtfssgifi  ccmnU-y. 
'lyhai  Vfould  tb^  .IrMh'sayi,  if.thie 
.8Qi4rQi«':«hQViM  be  vo$ied> .  and  the 
^cotinii^iks  of  thatboiiae,  that  U.was 
4p>:deo)avcd  to  all  the  >world  ?. 
.« ::Tiu&  i»rt  of.Gujidford  besfceohcfi 
-ibeit  4ordship^  to  .wpigb  well  th^ 
ciiide  pn  which  lh^:gate  their  ap- 
'Prob«^Q».  this  evening,  rii  wa«  lui 
jmpordiMaC  crisis^  bj|g  witli  the  *fate 
•{Of  ciopiilKa.  ,  The  earl  ^  Sudx»lk, 
;.toQk  supported  ^e  motion,  as  a 
^eiep  towards  the  salvation  of  the 

.GQUntf  J, 

T^e  mavquii  of  I^nsdowne  Baid> 
tba^'he  had'Oome  to  ihe  bouse,  on 
tba^d^y,  preposse^ted  with  ah  idei, 

tglbat  spiz^t;.  police  would  begiveo  by 

vip'u)i^t0P8f  that  a  oegociatioa  had 
^m^^nc^  between  tht&.couiiia;y 

rand  •Frtinoe^thQUgl^^  be/  coofesaed^ 
he  h!]dn(^  gcom^d  for  the. supposition 

.:but  paWi:  report.^  Hti  wjw  octeriy 


ft  a  Io8«  to  devise  ivbat  ooiiSc|  retard 
such  ovenureo.  We  bad  oeloniger 
iilie  opening  of  the  Scheldt  to  resist  ? 
|he  fate  of  the  low  couAtries  was 
decided  :  des^ted  by  our  aUiei,  we 
'\^d  only  to. consider  our  own  inte-r 
lest.  .  The  qspse  «i  tbe  aUencet  of  tho 
mipi^t^fii  was,  therefore^  to  hire,  (d* 
exrplioabk.  He  trjUAted  they  had 
not  the  mjldnoss  to  matte  Awtria 
ncnew  the  contest.  He  e&pected 
}^  haye  thc^rd  that*  the  bank  of 
Vienna,.  OB  the  return  of  peaoe^ 
would  have  resumed  its  payaieats  ; 
{wd,  that  n^  only,  the  intereat  of 
the  inoneo'  we  Jiad  loot  to  the  em* 
peroir  ^ould  balrebeen  ponctoallj^ 
paid»  1^3 1,  that  the?  capital  would 
have  been  gvaduaUy  liquidated. 
Not  one  word  bad  tbe  noble  aeore- 
tasy.^iWicred  iijon  this  pomt.  He 
ftven.sft}ile4'  ^t  the  -idea  of  having 
cheated  the  icoantty  oat  of  ilK  miL 
,l^a9  .pii  moDf^w.  And  it  Aea/sf»edi 
to  be  so  cheated,  whilst  it  aohaittted 
U^kQ  ^taoted'in  )ight  and  air,  with* 
^U  one^  remoDstnmee.  >  He  Tecom- 
«necu}ediit  .lo  mioistera,  to  declare 
thciir  readkiesstonegociale;  whicb^ 
if  it  seir^  no  other  potpose^  would 
4t  leasl  isetye  a  problem^  never  yet 
fohred  V  what  bad  betip  the  real 
object  .d[  the  \rar  l\  He  declared, 
on  the  best  taiithorilf,  that -Ireland 
w^s  in  a  state  of  tauntneat  danger. 
Lord  Grenville  was  satisfied*  that 
tlie  melancbply  tope  of  distrte  im- 
puted ta  ^the  country  began  and 
ended  with  ihe  brds  who  supported 
the  Biotioa.  It  aeeiped  to  i>e  a 
'thing  assuii^  by  those  %vfao  sup- 
ported the  metipn»  that  thcremoval 
of  mintsters  would .  be  grateful  to 
•the  public  miad.  Butj  wOuld  it  be 
.equally  grateful  to  the  public  mindi 
%f  they  themselves  were  to  fxxrupy 
theif  places  I  Was  it  not  apparent, 
-|ba|f  the.  measures  of  hii  ^fnjjestyfs 
minister 
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BunitCas  iteie  not  oM j^  TKitfaxotccm 
ui,biitgeiiendl]F  popular?'  Had  net 
the  war  been  approrved*  of  bf  a  vase 
msqmtj  of  the  oouiiitf7»  And  proscM 
caledy  through  fli)  its  varioot  stages^ 
with  tile  coocamng  and  moat  deci- 
tm  approbation  of    parliament } 
Was  jt  not  to  htc  ioajebty*stnmiitertf 
that  the  coantry  wai  indebted  for 
the  prevention  of  that  ananeh^  to 
whidi  the  language  of  thoae  wbd 
opposed  them  lo  strongly  tended  } 
Whea  be  considered  the  present  si^ 
toatkm  of  poblic^af&trs,  and  tamed 
his  thoughts  lo  all  tb(  consequences 
likdj  to  resnlt  from  a  base  amd  ser-^ 
vile  cdmpHaiioe  widi  the  leading 
iloctrinea  of   the   day>  he  should 
boldly  say^  that  his  majesty's  mU 
Disters  would  aottafloely  desert  that 
booourable  post  which  tbeyhad  h\^ 
dierto  so  happily  filled,  by  dd-ect^ 
iog  all  their  efforts  to   tiie  ease> 
cootealmeDt,  and  happiness  of  tlie 
people.    He   oon&ssed,  that,  were 
the  motion  to  be  carried  in  the  af^ 
^mathre,  it  womld  impart  n*  him 
the  roost  serions  concern  and  le* 
giet)  not  on  his  own  penonal  ac^ 
coont,  bat»  that  he  would,  thereby, 
be  cut  tiff  from  the  best  opportuni- 
ties of  cootributing  his  talents,  such 
as  they  were,  to  the  security,  in^ 
terest,  and  happiness,  of  his  gracious 
ixaitec  and  hia  country.    It  would 
not,  indeed,  become  him,  he  said, 
to  make  any  comparison  between 


bold' to  vmifftaiif,  that  he  was  se^ 
cOfid  to  tioftb;  A-s  to  i  rtfdrmof 
partiamerit,  'the  chief  meaBure  pfo^ 
pbSed  by  iktble  Iqtds  m  op^motii 
he  had  ever  Apposed  thwinfiovarioti]; 
ahdeVen  a- temperate  refoni).  He 
com^ode^  by  jntrcating  their  Idrd* 
sh?p»  h>  rtfl^t,  'tha^,  if  they  one* 
opened* the  flotSl-gates'of  itmotrft- 
tfon,  the  torrent  w  anartrhy*  would 
spread  «o  forcibly  and  wid^,  thai  it 
would  not  be  in  the  power  of  theif 
lordships,  by  opposing  flieir  Teebft^ 
hands  as  a'barriet*  to  destmcttoti,  tfo 
prevent  the  constitution  fron^  being 
overwhelmed  in  j^eneral  ruin. 

The  duke  of  Leeds,  with  -a  dig^ 
hifi^d  mbdesty  and  candour,  ex- 
pressed, in  delicate  terms,  a  degree 
of  dissatisfaction  at  the  lofty  tone 
of  the  speech  the  house  had  just 
heaHs  at  tlie  same  time,  that  he 
did  not  with,  at  the  present  crisis; 
to  urge  all  that  might  be  advanced 
r^^ainst  the  conduct  of  admini8tra« 
tton.  The  abilities  of  the  present 
ministers,  he  wSs  ready  to  alloir, 
nor  would  he  say  that  they  had 
been  intentionally  wicked.  He 
could  not  help  conceiving,  how- 
ever, that  they  had  been  pecu- 
liarly unfortunate,  and  therefore, 
he  begged  leave  to  submit  to  the 
re^contideration  of  the  right  ho- 
nourable secretary,  whether  It  u  ould 
niot  be  tnore  delicate  and  decon>ui 
to  leftve  the  ta&k  of  praising  either 


bis  own  capacity  and  that  of  any  of  **»««•  *>^«*  talents  or  virtues,  to 
the  BoUe  lords  who  uniformly  op-  others,  than  taking  it,  and  that, 
posed  his  majesty's  ministers  :  bur, 
on  thegroond  of  an  active  zeal  for 
the  real  interests  of  the  state,  and 
of  a  decided  acd  -unalterable  reso- 
lution to  oppose,  by  the  most  un* 
wearied  exertions  and  the  most 
rigoroos  eilbrts,  those  ))rincip!es 
vhich  struck  at  the  very  existence 
'  of  the   c(»isti(utioo,  he  would  be 


he  could  not  but  .say,  on  so  many 
occasions,  particularly  in  that  house, 
upon  themselves.  He  could  not 
help  conceiving  that  the  noble  se- 
cretary had,  as  it  were,  made  the 
coustitution' depend  for  preserva- 
tion, not  so  much  upon  its  own 
intrinsic  merit,  as  upon  the  con- 
tiuuamce    of  the   pre«>:it  ministers 
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in  office  I  "wkh  whicb^  the  mmsti* 
tution  itself^  ^ccordii^  to.  tbeir  re- 
ptipseDtations,  seemed  tobej  in  some 
d^ee^  identified.  For  bis  part, 
be  was  convincedy  it  4iid  not  de* 
pend  on  any  set  of  men  whatever. 
.  His  grace  entreated  botb  sides  of 
the  house,  in  the  mo^  earnest  man* 
ner,  to  proceed  dimly  in  the  dis- 
cussion of  a  question  which  in- 
volved consequences  of  the  ut- 
moft  importaoce.  His  grace  dis- 
approved of  parliamentary  reform 
at  the  present  moment,  and  ex* 
pressed  a  wish  that  the  previoiu 
question  were  movedi  but  declined 
moving  it. 

Lord  Grenville  admitted,  that 
others,  perhaps,  might  be  found  of 
equal  ability  with  the  present  minis- 
ters, of  whom,  however,  he  did  not 
conceive  that  he  could  be  consider* 
ed  as  tiie  panegyrist,, when  be  did 
thp.m  no  tnore  than  bare  justice. 
The  ground  of  his  opposition  to 
the  present  motion,  as  he  had 
stated  betbre,  was  a  serious  con* 
viction  that  it  was  the  object  of 
some  noble  lords,  by  overturn- 
ing the  prcMsnt  administration,  to 
bring  about  a  revolution  in  the 
country. 

The  earl  of  Moira,  fgr  one,  was 
not  disposed  to  ascribe  to  minbters 
that  prosperity  which  arose  from 
the  progress  of  affairs,  particularly 
of  mecTianical  invention,  and  the 
energy  of  British  merchants,  whose 
genius  and  enterprizing  spirit  would 
constantly  carry  the  country  for- 
ward  from  one  degree  of  prosperity 
to  another,  if  administration  did 
not  put  bars  in  their  way.  The 
noble  secretary  of  ^tate  iiad  op- 
posed the  motion  lest  the  consti- 
tution should  be  overturned.  But, 
said  lord  Moira,  *'  i  shall  ever  ob- 
ject to  tbift  mode  of  argument,  as 


it  identifies  ifae  present  midtriterv 
With  the  constitntion,  and  tends  to 
sink  the  ooofidence  of  the  country 
in  its  own  resources,  and  in  the 
franv  and  form  of  its  ^eromeuc." 
With  regard  to  Ireland,  be  hoped 
tt  was  not  yet  too  late  to  conciliate : 
but  (bis  could  not  be  done  by  any 
half  measures. 

The  earl  Spencer  objected  to 
the  naotion  on  the  same  ground 
with  lord  Grenville  ^  namely,  that  it 
connected  its  object  with  n  change 
of  measures,  which,  he  firmlj  be- 
lieved, would  prove  ruinous  to  the 
country. 

The  earl  of  Damley  said,  the 
country  dreaded  the  adoption  of 
such  a  motion,  not  knowing  in 
whom  to  repose  confidence.  An 
uniformity  of  opposition  to  every 
measure  of  administration,  what- 
ever it  might  be,  with  other  gir- 
ctimstances  of  a  private  as  well 
as  public  nature,  had  induced  a 
general  suspicion  throughout  the 
country,  that  the  most  active 
oppositionists  had  other  views 
than  the  preservation  of  the  con- 
si  (ution  and  interests  of  thccoun* 
try. 

The  duke  of  Bedford,  lo  the 
main  arguments  against  bis  moti* 
on,  made  a  short  reply. 

The  lord  chancellor  satd^  the  only 
fair  construction  the  motion  could 
bear,  was,  that  it  aimed  at  an  in- 
troduction of  a  new  system  of  go- 
vernmenL  Having  read  that  part 
of  the  motion  which  related  to  the  - 
situation  of  Ireland,  be  asked,  whe- 
ther it  was  to  be  imputed  as 
a  matter  of  crimination  to  mi- 
nisters, that  tliey  did  not  attempt 
to  interfere  with  the  Irish  legisla- 
ture, and  to  violate 'a  solemn  com- 
pact made  with  the  people  of  that 
country  ^  From  tb#  general  tenoor 
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of  die  motion,  he  inferred  that  its 
object  waa  to  promote  a  complete 
change  of  systemi  ander  the  pretext 
of  forwarding  a  parliamentary  re- 
form ;that  it  led  to  a  system  wilder 
than  even  that  of  universal  suffrage : 
to  disfiranchise  all  corporations— <o 
empower  the  house  ot  commons  to 
uncreate  their  creator8-*4nd  to  de- 
stroy the  rights  of  the  very  men 
who  made  them  members  of  par- 
liament: ecclefttastical  corporations 
would  go  of  course.  Whatever 
partook  of  the  nature  of  fran- 
chise property*  or  privilege,  would 
becQt  up  by  the  root,  and  tb« 


principle  of  an  Agrarian  law  intro* 
duced  in  its  stead. 

The  duke  of  Bedford  observed 
that  there  was  a  fallacy  in  compar- 
ing an  elective  franchise^  a  nght 
possessed  by  individuals  for*  the 
good  of  the  whole,  to  private  pro- 
perty. After  this  the  house  divided 
on  his  grace's  motion.  Contents  14) 
not  contents  91. 

The  duke  of  Bedford  then  en- 
tered his  protest,  which  was  adhered 
to  by  the  lord  Chedworth. 

The  session  of  parliament  was 
concluded,  by  a  speech  from  the 
throne^  on  the  twentieth  of  July. 
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taken  place  in  tlie  pofi* 
the  flcmes  whidi  ferm  an 
extnumiinaiy  reCc  of  the  ancient 
^iperffitions  of  CMt  couBtrymen. 
This  is  attributed  to  the  rapid  thaw 
which  fucceeded  a  very  hud  froft. 
Some  people  employed  at  the 
plough,  near  Simaka^^  remarked 
that  three  of  the  large  ftones  had 
fidlen,  and  were  apprized  of  the 
time  of  their  M  by  a  very  fenfibie 
concuffioi^  or  jarring^  of  the 
ground.  Thefe  ftones  prove  to  be 
ifie  weftem  of  thofe  ptirs,  wtth 
their  impofts,  which  have  had  the 
appellation  of  TrilHkoni  and  had 
Mmg  deviated  from  its  true  perpen- 
£cdai'.  There  were,  originally, 
fire  of  thefe  trilitholis,  two  of 
^hich  are  even  now  ilill  remuning 
in  their  ancient  flate.  Ititr^mark*- 
^e,  that  no  account  has  ever  been 
recorded  of  the  felling  of  tfie  others; 
s^iid,  .perhaps,  no  alteratioti  hasfteen 
node  in  the  appearance  of  Stone- 
henge  for  three  centuries  prior  to 
the  prefent  tremendous  downfall. 
The  impoft,  which  is  the  fmalleft 
of  the  three  ftones,  is  iuppofed  to 
weigh  20  tons.  They  all  now  lie 
proftiate  on  the  grt>iuid«  and  have 
received  no  injury  from  their  aerial 
reparation.  They  fell  fiat  weft- 
ward,  and  levelled  wifli  the  ground 
a  ftone  alfo  of  the  fecond  cirde 
Vol.  XXX  ix« 


Ihftt  flood  in  the  line  of  their  pre*- 
dbitalibh.  From  the  lower  ends 
of  the  fup^rters  being  now  ex- 
pofed  to  view,  their  prior  depth 
m  th^  ground  is  fatisnftorily  af- 
certaineS:  it  appears  to  have  beea 
about  fix  feet.  The  ends,  however^ 
having  been  cut  oblique,  neither  of 
them  was,  on  one  fide,  more  than  a 
foot  and  a  half  deep.  Tvfo  only  of 
the  five  trilithons,  of  which  the  a« 
dytumconfifted,  are  now,  therefore^ 
in  their  orinnal  pbfition.  The  de- 
ftni^on  of  any  part  of  this  grand 
oval  we  muft  particularly  lament^ 
as  it  was  compofed  of  the  moft  fhi-» 
pendous  materials  of  the  whole 
ftructure.-'-A  iSmiiar  change  of 
weather  occafioned  the  diidofurei 
of  a  fubterraneous  paf&ge  at  Old 
Samm  in  1795. 

The  new  Emperor  of  Ruffia  ha« 
iftixed  an  order  enjoining  all  fb« 
reisners  in  Pefedbur^  to  weaf 
codced  hats,  their  hair  m  ba|;a,  8ec^ 
and  not  to  drive  through  the  city- 
with  more  than  two  hones.  ¥^tk  . 
refpeft  to  the  mOuming  for  the 
Emprds,  the  four  firft  ckffes  of 
people  muft  fumiih  their  fervants 
iHtn  lables,  every  coach  muft  bar* 
the  fame  covering,  and  horfea,  with*> 
out  diftinction  otcoiour.  be  provid- 
ed with  bbkck  tails.  The  Empesof 
has  aMb  given  orders  that  the  pen-' 
fion  of  Stantflabs,  kte  king  of  Po« ' 
bmd,  fliaH-'bcf  paid  tenth  the  utmoft 
punctuaiitT.      Tkus    nnfortonat^ 
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Prince  is  ftill  at  Grodno.--.The 
wearing  of  any  gold  or  filver  upon 
the  uniforms  of  the  military  is  pro- 
hibited.-*The  Order  of  St.  Ann  is 
divided  into  three  clafles:  it  is.  alfo 
fettled  that  every  foldier  wha  fliall 
have  ferved  twenty-five  years  fhall 
be  exempted  from  military  punifh- 
ment,  and  rewarded  with  a  medal 
of  the  Order  of  St.  Ann.— All  the 
troops  that  were  at  Gatfchina  with 
the  Emperor,  before  his  acceiSion 
to  the  throne,  have  been  incorpo- 
rated into  the  Life-Guards. 

The  following  faft  gives  a  me- 
lancholy inilance  of  the  mortality 
which  still  rages  in  the  ifland  of  St 
l)omingo:— Twenty  officers  of  dif- 
ferent corps  agreed  to  meet  at  a  ta- 
▼em  to  dine  that  day  week  j  wh^n 
the  time  cam6,  only  eight  aflembled, 
the  other  tw/slve  being  carried  off, 
in  that  ihort  interval,  by  the  pelH- 
lential  diforder  of  the  climate ! 

7  th.  This  being  the  day  ap- 
pointed for  enrolling  the  Supple- 
mentary Militia  at  Carlide,  a  nu- 
merous mob  aHembled  to  prevent 
its  being  put  into  execution.  They 
went  to  the  Town  Clerk,  and  got 
from  him  the  balloting  books  and 
lifts,  whidi  they  carried  off  in  tri- 
umph, and  burnt  at  the  Crofs,  a- 
xniaft  the  loudeft  acdamatipns. 
They  then  went  to  the  Clerk  of 
the  Peace,  being  informed  that  he 
had  in  cuftody  fome  books  of  a  fi- 
mllar  defcription,  but  wliich  was 
not  the  cafe.  He  found  it  pnident 
to  ^  out  to  the  ftreet,  to  prevent 
their  fWcing  the  office.  They  then 
<^arried  biia  to  the  High  Confta- 
ble's,  from  thence  to  the  Town- 
" Clerk's,  and  .then,  to  Captain  Fof- 
ter's,  a  niagiftratc.  The  mob, 
which  coniii^-d  of  1000  at  icaft, 
then  allowed  him  to  make  his  ef- 
cape  unhurt.     We  have  not  heard 


of  any  perfonal  injury  having  feeetl 
fuftained  by  any  one. 

The  gentlemen  who  ferved  at 
the  laft  alfizes,  on  fpccial  juries  for 
Northumberland,  ^ve  thoir  fces^ 
amounting  to  tu'enty-ninc  guineas, 
to  be  applied  to  the  relcafe  of  per- 
fons  confined  in  Morpeth  gaol  for 
fmall  debts,  three  of  whom  have,  in 
confequence,  been  releafed  for 
291.  8s.  and  the  remaining  guinea 
was  given  in  butcher's  meat  to  the 
debtors  in  the  fame  gaol  on  Wed- 
nefday  laft. 

Hague^  Jan.  2.  A  dreadfril  inun- 
dation has  taken  place  at  Bois  le 
Due,  where  the  water  is  fo  high  in 
the  town,  that  a  horfe  could  irarce 
get  through  it  without  danger  of 
being  drowned.  Poverty  and  dif- 
trefs  havearifento  thehighcft  pitch. 
A  can  of  milk  is  fold  at  ten  ftivers, 
and  nobody  can  leave  the  town 
without  expofing  their  lives  to  the 
moft  imminent  danger.  From  e« 
very  part  of  the  country  fignals  of 
diftrels  are  heard  from  the  villages 
by  the  difcharge  of  gims;  and  no- 
body can  approach  thofe  diftriiSts 
which  are  probably  urider  water^ 
We  fpeedily  expeft  further  news 
refpeifling  thofe  dreadful  difafters. 

The  Clerks  of  the  Bank  had  to 
ipakc  out  80,000  receipts,  prepa- 
ratory to  the  prefent  payment  of 
the  confols  dividends. 

8  th.  The  fteeple  of  Horningtoft 
church,  near  Non^^ich,  fell  down 
while  the  bell  was  ringing  for  di- 
vine fervice.  Fortunately  no  far- 
ther mifchief  was  done,  and  no 
live5  loft.   ' 

10th.  The  following  curious  ar- 
ticle i&  ex  trailed  from  one  of  th& 
Paris  papers:— Citizen  Finot,  Pre- 
fideut  of  tho  Provifional  Adminif- 
tratloH  of  the  department  of  the 
Younc,  formerly  a  huflar  at  Av- 
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roNes,  and  afterwards  a  member  of 
the  National  Convention,  has 
found  the  means  of  mukiplying^ 
by  a  fingie  alliance  (not  indeed  a 
very  common  one)  his  kindred 
and  femily  connexions.— He  mar- 
ried, as  his  firft  wife,  the  female 
Citken  Bribot,  widow  of  RoTc,  by 
whom  ihe  had  a  daughter,  now 
living,  'named  \fary  Ann  Rofe. 
The  Prefident  Finot  had,  by  this 
wiAnw,  another  daughter,  who  is 
aifo  now  living.  His  wife  died, 
and,  on  tile  I'Stii  of  January  laft, 
he  married  his  daughtcr-in-Iaw, 
Mary  Ann  R  ofe.  The  confcquencc 
of  this  marriage  is,  that  the  prefi- 
dent becomes  the  fon-in-!aw  of 
W$  firft  wife,  the  father-in-law  of 
hisiecond  wife,  and  brother-in-law 
of  his  own  daughter  Madame 
Finot  becomes  the  mother-in-law 
of  her  fifter-  If  Madame  Finot 
contributes  any  little  Fjnotsto  the 
Republic,  Moiflieur  Finot  will  be 
both  their  fether  and  grandfather ; 
and  the  firft  Miis  Finot  will  be 
their  annt  and  lifter. 

The  following  ilatem^nt  of  the 
American  finances  has  lately  been 
officially  made  to  the  Houfe  of  Re* 
prefeulatives : 

Dolliirs. 
Amovfit  of  tKe  <ielt         -^        76,096,468 
Tlie  incerrib  of  which  «•  ^,  i43>7  5  3 

The  anaual  amoont  of  ihe  taxcf  6,531,^00 
The  annual  cxjienJ it u re  5>^^ii^43 

Sarp^  of  the  revenue,  tfter  de* 

4u€kin$  ^U  ejtfwnccs      -     -   -  870,457 

The  Emperor  of  China,  many 
years  ago,  fignified  to  his  fubje^s, 
that  if  he  fliould  live  to  reign 
fifty  years,  he  would  relinquifh 
his  cro%vn.  Having  extended  his 
reign  to  that  period,  he  has  anally 
refigned  bis  fovercignty  in  favour 
of  ms  fifteenth  fon. 


11.  About  noon,  a  melancholy 
accident  happened  in  I^iverpool- 
harbour.  As  Mr.  Slack,  deputy 
Conflable,  was  conveying  a  party 
of  volunteers,  raifcd  in  Nfancheflcr 
and  the  adjacent  parifhcs,  for  the 
navy,  the  boat  in  which  they  were 
proceeding  to  the  tender  overfct, 
by  which  ratal  accident  twenty-five 
perfons  loft  their  lives. 

BRITISH  MAVAL  FORCE 

AT    PRESENT    IV    COMMISSION. 

Ships  of  the  Line,  —       124- 

of  fifty  Guns  —        18 

Frigates                —  1 80 

Sloops                    —  184 

Total  506 
At  prefenl  building, — Twenty- 
two  fhips  of  the  line,  three  fifties, 
and  nine  frigates.  The  receiving- 
ihips,  —  thofe  ferviceable  and  re- 
pairing for  fervice,  with  thofe  in 
ordinary,  amount  to  twenty  -  fix 
fliips  of  the  line,  three  fifties,  thirty 
frigates,  and  fifty-fix  (loops.  This 
ftatement  is  exclufive  of  the  hired 
armed  vefTels. 

Some  of  the  fingje  Plays  of 
Shakefpeare,  belonging  to  the  late 
Mr.  Dodd  the  ador,  were  fold  at 
the  following  prices : 

The  fecond  part  of  Henry  IV* 
printed  by  Andrew  Wife  and  Wil- 
liam Afpley,  1606,  3l.  Ss.  — The 
MidfummerNight'sDream,  IK  18s, 
— King  John,  printed  by  Valentine 
Sims,  ror  Helme,  161 1,  I.  !6s,— 
Richard  II.  printed  by  Purfoot  and 
Law,  1621,  11.  13s.— Richardlll. 
printed  by  Matthe\v  Law,  16)5,  11. 
.i— Abraham  Frances's  CountelTe  of 
Pembroke's  Yuy  church,  1591,41  7s» 
-<-  Some  of  the  mbft  curious  were 
purchafed  by  Mr.  Nicol,  for  tho 
King;  among  the  reft,  a  comedy,  ea 
titled,  "  Gammer  Gurton's  Fro^ 
licks,"  printed  in  1485,  fourteen 
*  A2  ^ean 


.Digitized  by 


(ioogk 


4  ANNUAL    REGISTER,    1797, 

years  after  printing  was  introduced   tage  was  found,  out  of  which  iiKied. 

into  England,  in  1471,  by  Caxton,    a  rivulet  of  water.    The  farmery 
■   '  "  imagine  it  was' owing  to  the  burft- 

ing  of  a  fpring  that  this  melan- 
choly accident  happened.  The  bo- 
dies were  dug  out  on  Monday  ; 
and  Mr.  Whitford,  coroner  for 
the  fouthem  diftria  of  Devon,  took 
an  inquifition,  and  the  jury  returned 
a  verdia, "  Accidental  Death." 

23.  The  Emperor  of  Ruffia  has  con- 
ferred on  Prince  Repnin  the  rank 
of  General  Field  Marfhal.  Baron 
Ungern,  Prince  Gaiiitzin,  and  M. 
Gudowitz  and  Ifmailow,  formerly 
Adjutants  to  the  late  Peter  III. 
have  been  appointed  Generals. 
— Count  Buxhoyden  has  been 
made     Lieutenant  -  General    and 


when  the  firft  printing-houfe  was  e 
reded  in  Weftminfter.  Alfoan  O- 
peratical  Interlude,  printed  in  1658, 
and  performed  in  honour  of  Admi- 
ral Blake,  during  the  Protedorate, 
entitled,  "  The  Courfe  of  Sir  Fran- 
cis Drake,  illuftrated  with  Mufical 
Sonnets  and  Scenical  Decorations, 
as  aftedat  lheCockpit,Drury-lane.*' 
12.  Edinburgh.  At  feven  in 
the  morning,  the  River  Clyde, 
above  the  celebrated  Fall  of  Corra, 
defertcd  its  ufual  ctfurfe,  leaving 
its  bed  below,  for  four  hours,  al- 
moft  entirely  dry.  The  cotton- 
inijls  of  New  Lanerk  were  confe- 
quently    (lopped ;    and  at  eleven 


o'clock,  when  the  waters  refumed   Colonel  of  a  regiment.      Prince 


their  courfe,  there  was  lefs  at 
Mauldflie  Ford,  fome  miles  below, 
than  wliat  the  fmall  rivers,  the 
Moufs  and  Nethan,  commonl)  af- 
ford. Although  this  is  the  fourth 
inflance  of  tlie  fame  kind  in  re- 


Kurakin,  Vice  -  Chancellor,  has 
received  the  order  of  Saint  An- 
drew ;  and  his  Majefty  has  pre- 
fented  him  with  the  palace  of 
Saint  MarcofF,  which  coft  100,000 
rubles. — Prince  Nicholas  Gallitzin, 


membrance,  and  the  fecond  fmce   and  M«Tertkv,Raftaphine,  Potem- 
the  cflablifliment  of  the  mills,  the    kin,  and  Plefchtschejef,  have  late- 


caufe  has  not  been  afcertained.  It 
is,  however,  fuppofed  that  the  wa- 
ters have  found  a  lubtcrrancous 
pai&ge  betwen  the  Bonnyton  and 


theC 


orra  Linn 


ly  been  made  Knights  of  the  Or-^ 
dcr  of  Saint  Ann. 

25.  At  the  Quarter  Seffions  held 
at  Bourn,  for  the  diftria  of  Keftc-. 
ven,  in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  Jo- 


21.  This  night,  at  H    o'clock,  a   feph  Tye,  a  blakfmith,  was  found 
cottage  at  Newton  Ferrers,  about   guilty   of  ufing    feveral    feditious 


eleven  miles  from  Plymouth,  in 
which  flept  an  induflrious  widow 
(cottager)  and  her  two    children. 


expreffions ;  fuch  as  "  D  n  to 

the  K — •?  :— /^  AT— j^  is  a  rajcal^  and 
all  tJiai  oelwsr  to  him  :  his  G— — —  /  ts 


was  overwhelmed  bv  the  burfting   a  rafcally  deflsotic  G- 


./:  K^gs 


of  a  very. large  field  and  orchard  mreofmufe^  ^c,  ^c. 
on  a  hill  above  the  cottage,  in  His  fentence  was,  that  he  ihould 
Memblard-lanc,  It  totally  deft rby-  be  ke/tt  in  filitary  cm^nement^  icithoue 
cd  the  cottage  and  a  barn,  and  fuf-  feeing  or  jfeakmg  to  any  [lerjim^  except 
focated  the   widow  and    her  two    the fierfm  who  takes  him  his  vi&uals^  for 


cJiildren,  who  were  found  dead 
under  a  very  great  heap  oi  earth, 
clni-trees,  and  cedar-  trees.  A  large 
.f liafn^  in  the  field  above  |th^  cot* 


the  ffiace   <f  ttioehe  months ;  and  at 
the  expiration  of  that  time  to  enter 
into  certain  recognizances. 
We  learn  from  papers  publiflied 

br 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


chroiticLe. 


by  Mr,  Palmer,  ComptroUer  Ge- 
neral of  the  Poft  Office,  relative  to 
the  agreement  made  by  Govern- 
ment with  him  for  the  reform  and 
improvement  of  the  poih,  the  fol- 
lowing eflential  fervices  have  been 
rendered  by  him  to  that  revenue 
elhiblifliment. 

1.  That*  his  plan  has  increafed 
in  a  few  years  the  revenuie  of  the 
Poft  Office,  from  150,00OL  to  up- 
wards of  400,0001.  per  ann. 

2.  That  in  confequence  of  the 
expedition,  regularity,  and  fafety 
given  to  the  pofts  by  his  plan,  a 
nirtber  additional  tar  has  been  le- 
vied on  letters  of  250,0001.  a  year, 
and  60,000  a  year  for  the  fame 
advantages  derived  from  his  plan  to 
travellers. 

3.  And  that  he  has  reduced  the 
expenditure  of  the  eflablifb.nient 
in  the  proportion  of  the  following 
comparative  fcale,  of  grofs  and 
net  produce  for  the  years  1724 
and  1793. 

Grofi  pndvce.  "Set  prodiwe. 

1714.  178,0711.  i6f.  fd  96,3391.  7»»  5^ 
1793.  627,592L  191.    39I}5a8L  15s.  ii4. 

The  law  of  the  Tythe  of  Hops 
was  clearly  laid  down  in  the  court 
oT  Excheauer,  in  the  long  depend- 
ing caufe  between  the  Lay  Impro- 
priator and  Hop  Planters  of  the 
Famham  diffaid,  viz.  That  tythes 
of  hops  are  legally  to  be  taken  from 
the  tenth  bufhel,  after  they  are 
licked,  and  not  from  the  tenth  hill 
ietout:  and  the  court  unanimouflv 
ordered  the  vcrdift  of  a  jury,  founci* 
ed  on  a  contrary  idea,  to  be  fet 
afide,  and  a  new  trial  granted. 

Some  prefents  from  the  king  of 
the  iilana  of  Owhyhee  in  the  South 
Seas,  whefe  Capt.  Cook  met  his 
death,  brought  over  by  Capt.  Van- 
couver, have  been  prefented  to  the 
King  at  Buckingham-houfe  by  the 
Duke  of  Portland;  the  principal  of 


t 


which  confifis  of  two  ilate  garments 
and  an  helmet,  or  crown;  Of  the 
former,  one  m  wholly  made  of  otter 
(kin,  in  a  very  ingenious  manner. 
The  other  is  of  3ie  cloth  of  the 
country,  covered  with  feathers  of 
birds,  fo  conftruded  as  by  a  fingle 
move  of  the  hand  alternately  to 
difplay  red  or  yellow.  The  hehnet 
is  of  otter-fkin,  covered  with  fea- 
thers in  a  very  mafterly  man- 
ner. , 

12th.  A  plot  for  the  liberty  of  the 
prifoners  at  Porchofter-Caftle,Portf- 
mduthi  has  been  difcovered.  The 
following  are  fome  particulars  re- 
lating to  that  affair.  A  large  hole 
had  been  dug  under  one  of  the 
prifons,  and  a  paflage  nearly  com- 
pleted to  the  outfidc  of  the  walls  of 
the  caAle  when  an  information  was 
given.  At  a  given  time  in  the 
evening,  after  tlje  prifoners  were 
all  locKed  up  in  their  different 
apartments,  it  was  agreed  that  the 
officers  on  guard,  and  a  fufficient 
number  of  loldicrs,  ihould  rufh  iji 
among  them  and  difcover  the  pri- 
foners at  work.  This  was  done, 
and  fome  men  were  taken  out  of 
the  fubterraneous  padage.  Shortly 
after,  an  alarm  was  given  in  anoth«- 
quarter,  and  a  prifoner  was  detect- 
ed making  his  efcape  through  a  bro- 
ken part  of  the  walls  of  the  caflle. 
The  prifoners,  from  this  difappoint- 
ment,  grew  riotous  and  very  refrac-  . 
tory,  and  conihiued  fo  the  whole  of 
the  ni^ht,  keeping  in  lighted  can- 
dles, unging  rcpiiblican  longs,  and 
behaving  in  a  diforderlv  and  alarm- 
ing manner,  fo  much  io  that  it  was 
found  neceflary  to  fire  fome  ball- 
cartridges  amongfl  them.^  This 
was  attended  with  no  other  effect 
than  procuring  order  and  filence 
for  a  ihort  time.  On  the  next 
morning  difordcr  and  tugnult  again 
prevailed,  the  centinels  weiie  infult* 
A3  ed 
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ed  on  their  duty,  and  it  became  ne- 
ceflary  to  make  fome  example.— 
One  man,  in  attempting  to  get  out 
from  one  of  the  ventiktors  at  the 
t0j>  of  (he  building,  was  Ihot  thro' 
the  back;  the  ball  was  obftructed 
by  tiie  fhoulder- blade,  and  went 
out  a'l  the  neck  ;  the  wound,  how- 
ever, is  not  mortal.  Very  foon  af- 
ter, more  provocation  was  given, 
and  another  Frenchman  was  lliot 
through  the  heart;— he  died  of 
courfe  inftaiilaneoufly.  If  the  plan 
had  been  attended  with  fuccefs,  the 
intention  was  to  have  murdered 
fv-.ch  of  the  centincls  as  (fame  in 
their  way. 

A  coroner's  inqueft  who  fat  upon 
the  body  of  the  prifoner  who  was 
fliot,  bror.ghtin  a  verdict  of  juftifi- 
able  homicide.     .The  unfortunate 


and  he  direftly  fell  from  his  horfc 
and  expired.  His  companion  made 
off  with  the  greateft  precipitation, 
leading  off  with  him  the  horfe  on 
which  his  comrade  had  rode.  On 
infpe^on  of  the  body  it  turns  out 
to  oe  that  of  William  Lancafler,  a 
very  old  offender,  and  who  was  li- 
berated only  on  Monday  lafl,  hav- 
ing been  confined  on  a  charge  of 
robbing  Lord  Borringdon  near  Put- 
ney. When  he  met  with  his  death 
he  was  difguifed  as  a  butcher. 

Mr.  O'Connor  has  juft  publifhed 
an  addrefs  to  the  eleftors  of  the 
county  of  Antrim,  in  Ireland,  of 
very  great  length,  in  anfwer  to 
fome  infinuations  recently  thrown 
out  againft  his  character  by  the  fup- 
pofed  agents  of  government.  That 
this  production  contains  a  greater 


man  was  a  failor,  taken  in  the  re-    portion  of  democratic  in  tempei-anc^' 
publican  frigate  Le  Jacobin,  in  the    than  true  patriotic  fpirit,  muft  ap- 


Weft  Indies ;  his  name  Auguftine 
Bonnette. 

1 9th*  The  difTentions  which  for  a 
great  number  of  years  pafthave  agi- 
tated the  borough  of  Eaft  Retford, 
have  at  length  terminated  in  con- 
fcquence  or  a  late  decision  of  the 
court  of  King's  Bench,  that  all 
bye  laws  fliall  be  ijifi  faHo  invalid 
which  take  upon  them  to  enact 
matters  which  contradict  or  oppofe 
the  charter. 

31ft.  About  fix  this  evening,  as 
the  Earl  of  Strathmore  was  proceed- 
ing in  a  poft-chaifc  near  Finch- 
ley-common,  the  chaife  in  which 
were  his  Lordfliip  and  a  French 
nobleman,  wa5  flopped  by  two 
highwaymen,  one  or  whom  came 
up  to  the  window,  and  prefented 
a  piftol  to  his  Lordfliip,  which  he 
attempted  to  fire,  but  it  flalhed  in 
the  pan;  at  the  fsme  inftant  his 
Lordjfhip  difcharged  a  piece  at  the 
f  obberj  which  fliot  him  m  the  neck, 


pear  to  every  difpaffionate  man 
who  Heads  the  following  imprudent 
and  dangerous  paflaee:— 

«  On  the  fcale  of  Britifli  frater- 
nity, let  her  hirelings  boaft  of  Bri- 
tifh  conneftion.  On  this  fcale  of 
Britilh  fraternity,  may  my  country 
no  more  be  curfcd  with  the  friend-, 
fhip  of  Britain  !  Too  long  a  ty- 
rant, fhe  forgets  her  dominion  has 
ccafed.  Too  long  her  flaves,  we 
muft  fticw  her  we  are  refdlved 
to  be  free!  Had  file  ceafed  to 
maintain  power  by  the  ae^urfcd 
means  of  fomenting  rell^ous  dif- 
fention;  had  fhe  ceafed  to  fupport 
faAions,  ufurpers,  and  traifors; 
had  fhe  abandoned  the  falfe,  illibe- 
ral notion  that  ftie  gained  more  by 
our  depreffion  than  by  our  exalta- 
tion ;  had  flie  treated  us  like  bro- 
thers and  friends,  I  may  with  con- 
fidence affirm,  a  more  affe6tionate, 
generous  ally  never  exifted,  than 
ftie  would  have  found  Ireland  lo 
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lex.  But  if  the  exifting  fraternity, 
my  fellow  citizens,  be  the  bonds 
by  which  you  wi{h  a  connection 
with  Britain,  I  am  not  a  delegate 
fit  for  your  choice;  for  though  I 
Hood  alone  in  the  Commons  of 
Ireland,  I  would  move  the  repeal 
of  every  law  which  binds  us  to  Eng- 
land on  ihofe  or  on  any  fuch  terms. 
I  will  neither  be  conquered  by 
England  or  France ;  nor  are  we  any 
more  bound  to  a  diiadvantageous 
alliance  to  one  than  we  are  to  the 
other;  andbefore  England,  the  fac- 
tions of  Ireland,  and  the  admini- 
ibation,  I  fpeak  it,  if  it  is  more  the 
true  interelt  of  Ireland  to  form  an 
alliance  with  France  than  with 
England,  fee  is  free  to  adopt  it." 

He  has  been  fince  arrefted  on  a 
charge  of  having  pubiifhed  a  fediti- 
ous  ubel  againil  the  government. 

Died  lately  at  Copenhagen,  of  a 
fcarlet  fcvsr^  Henry  Callifen  M.  D. 
profeflbr  of  furgery  in  the  univer- 
fity  of  Copenhagen,  and  furgeon 
in  chief  of  the  Danifh  fleet,  &c. 
author  of  feveral  papers  inferted  by 
the  Medical  Society  of  Copenha- 
gen in  their  Tranfa^ons;  and  of 
an  elementary  work  •  intituled, 
"  Principia  Syilematis  Chirurgiae 
hodierna?,"  pubiifhed  at  Copenha- 
gen in  1738,  8vo. 

7  th.  Aged  about  70,  Mr.  Rich- 
ard Adams,  gardener  at  Eaft  Sheen,* 
tn  Surry,  tl^ho  cultivated  40  acres 
of  afparagus  for  the  London  mar- 
ket, and  has  been  known  to  receive 
3001.  in  one  day  for' this  article  ii^ 
Covent-garden.  ' 

13th,  At  Berlin  the  queen  doww 
agerofPrulfia* 

FEBRUARY. 
2d.  A  motion  was  carried  in  the 
(Common  Council  for  an  adxlrefs  to 


his  Majeity  on  the  abrupt  tenmna* 
tion  of  the  late  negociation,  and 
pledging  the  refources  of  the  cor- 
poration of  London  in  the  vigorous 
profecution  of  the  war. 

10th.  The  fix  original  pi6hires 
of  Hogarth's  Marriage  a- la-Mode, 
once  belonging  to  Col.  Cawthorne, 
were  fold  by  auAion  for  1000  gui- 
neas to  Mr.  Angerflein, 
'  The  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of 
Reprefentatives  officially  announc- 
ed that  Mr.  Adams  was  eleftcd 
prelident  of  the  United  States,  by 
i  majority  of  three  votes.  Th» 
numbers  were,  for  Mr.  Adams,  7 1  j 
for  Mr.  Jeiferfon,  68.  The  latter 
has  accepted  the  office  of  vice-pre- 
fident. 

1 1th.  The  court  of  King's  Bench 
pafled  fentence  of  two  years  imi- 
prifonment  and  hard  labour  upon 
Mr.  John  Smith,  a  bookfeller  in 
Lincoln's  Inn  Fields,  who  had  been 
found  guilty  of  felling  an  obfcure 
political  pamphlet,  entitled  "  The 
Rights  of  Citizenfhip." 

14th.  Sir  John  Jervis,  with  fif- 
teen fail  of  the  line,  attacked  fhe 
Spanifh  fleet,  confifling  of  twenty- 
feven  fail  of  the  line,  off  Cape  St* 
Vincent,  and  captured  four  of 
them ;  in  which  a<ftion  there  were 
300  killed  aod  wounded  on  boarci 
the  Britifh  fleet,  and  603  on  board 
the  four  Spanifh  fhips  which  werd 
taken, 

20th.  On  account  of  the  extra- 
ordinary nm  upon  the  northern 
country  •  banks  for  fpecie,  they 
have  beenmofl  of  them  conflraih- 
ed  to  ftop  the  payment  of  it  for  the 
prefent.  The  following  hand-biU 
has  been  circulated  on  the^occa- 
fion  at  Newcaflle  :— 

"  Newcaflle,  Feb.  20,  1797: 

•  **  As  the  very  great  demand  for 

gold,  which  has  continuW  for  fomc 
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time,  to  be  prefled  upon  all  the 
Banks  in  thb  town,  makes  it  necef- 
iary  that  an  extraordinary  quantity 
of  fpecie  ihould  be  brou^t  into 
the  country,  Meflrs.  Ridley,  Wad- 
dington,  and  Co.  Surtees,  Burdon, 
and  Co.  X^raine,  Baker,  and  Co. 
and  Ralph  J.  Lambton,  J.  Bulman, 
^d  Co.  refpe£tfully  inform  the 
public,  that  they  intend  to  take, 
immediate  meafures  for  that  pur- 
pofe ;  and  they  eameftly  hope  that 
any  further  call  upon  them  for 


of  74  guns,  and  tho  Santa  Cedimf 
of  36 ;  the  Spaniard^  at  the  lasae 
time^  burnt  one  (hip  of  64  and  two 
of  74  ia  the  harbour. 

25th.  The  following  fetter  wis 
this  day  fent  to  the  Loid  Mayor  of 
London  :^— 

*^  My  lord,  I  have  the  honour  to 
acquaint  your  lord(hip  that  intelli- 
gence has  been  received  ^t  tnro 
French  frigates,  a  corvette  and  a 
lugger,  appeared  off  the  Eaft  of 
Pembrokediire,  on  the  22d  inftant. 


gold  will  be  fufpended  in  the  moan   and*  on  the  evening  of  that  day  dif- 


time,  till  they  can  obtain  a  fupply 
adequate  to  the  occafion. 

"  A  meeting  of  the  wholefele 
Tradefmen  of  NewcaAle  and  Gate- 
fliead,  is  requeued  to  be  held  a| 
Turner's  tbu  evening,  at  fovea 
o'clock. 

«  Newcaftk,  Fab.  20,  1797. 

^  Jn  confeqiience  of  public  no* 
tice,  a  numerous  meeting  of  the 
principal  tradefmen  in  tw  town 
was.  hel<|  this  day  at  Turner's  Inn, 
to  confider  of  the  moft  proper 
means  of  ]:eiooving  the  inconveni- 
ence that  may  he  experienced  in 
trade  during  the  temborary  fuf- 
penfion  of  pavoient  in  fpecie  at  the 
«EUFerent  Banis|— It  was  refolved, 

^  That  we.  whofe  names  are 
liereunto  iufalcrtlied|.  wiU  receive 
the  notes  of  aH  the  9inM  bere  in 
pajnent  as  ufcal. 

^  That  d&e  chairman  be  em-: 
powered  to  call  anether  meeting, 
tf  he  ihall  deem  it  neoel&ry. 

^  And^  That  thefc  refolutions 
be  printed  and  diiHbuted,  and  a 


embarked  fome  troops  (reportod 
bydeferters  to  be  about  ISOOmeiit 
but  without  field-pWces*)  Every 
exertion  had  been  made  by  tM 
Lord  lieutenant  and  gestleaaen  of 
tha^  eountv  and  its  nei^bour* 
hood 'for  taking  the  proper  ueps  on 
this  occafion;  and  the  gnsatefc  aseai 
and  loyalty  has  been  ibewn  by  all 
ranks  of  people.  Immediatdy  cm 
an  account  uiving  been  reooved 
at  Plymouth  of  this  force  having 
appeared  in  the  Briftol  Channelt 
^igates  were  difpatched  irom  Fly- 
mouth  in  queft  of  them.  I  have 
the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

PORTLAWD.*' 

Advice  has  been  fince  reeeiv<« 
ed  that  the  French  troops^  men- 
tioned in  the  preceding  k^ter^  fnr- 
readered  at  difcretion  to  Lord 
Cawdor, 

S7th.  The  following  notiee  wa» 
this  day  given  from  the  Bank  of 
England,  Feb.  27,  1797. 

^^  In  Gonfequence  of  an  eider  of 
his  Majefiy's  Privy  Coundl  notified 


eop^  b^  ¥ft  at  the  (xehange  for  -  to  the  Bank  lafi  night,  a  oi^y  ef 


{udditional  lignatures.'^ 
.      .  jSigned,&c.) 
2)  ft.    Tnnldad^  taken  by  the 
fqufdf 0X1  and  troopa  under  Admi- 
xal  Harvey  and  Sir  R.  Abercromby, 
who  alio  captured  tbe  SanII|uudO| 


which  is  hereunto  annexed* 

**  The  governor,  deputy  gover- 
nor, and  oiredors  of  tne  Bank  of 
Engbmd,  think  it  tiwir  doty  to  in- 
form the  psopdetors  of  the  Bank 
Stock,  as  wcU  as  th^  Pufa]icatlarp 
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Ihrt  (hp  venerd  concerns  of  die 
tuk  are  in  thr  moft  afiiaenl  and 
prafpcRNis  fituatioiH  audi  fiich  Sk»to 
preclude  every  doubt  as  to  the  fe- 
cority  of  its  notes.  The  direaors 
mean  to  contimie  their  u&al  dif- 
cousta  for  the  aibommodatk»i  of 


commercial  credit  of  thekfaigdom 
at  this  Important  conjunfihire :  An4 
it  is  oidered  that  a  copy  of  tlda 
minute  be  tranfimtted  to  the  direc-^ 
tors  of  the  Bank  oi  England ;  and 
they  are  hereby  required,  on  the 
groti mds  of  the  exigency  of  the  cofe^ 


the  commerciai  intereft,  paying  the    to  conform  thereto  until  the  fenfe 
amount  in  bank-notes ;  and  the  di-    of  parliament  can  be  taken  as  afore* 


vidend-wamnts  will  be  paid  in  the 
fiune  manner. 

*♦  Francis  Ma&tik,  Sec." 
**  At  the  council  chamber,  White- 
baU,  Feb.  26,   1797.      By  the 
Lords  of  his  Maieily's  moix  ho- 
nourable Privy  Council., 
Preient,  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
Lord  Prefident,  Duke  of  Portland, 
Ikrquis  Comwalltti  Earl  Spencer, 
Earl  of  Lhrerpoc^  Lord  GrenviUe, 
Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 


iaid.  (Signed)  W.  Fawkenbr.** 
This  day,  at  12  o'clock,  a  meet* 
ing  of  the  mod  opulent  merchaatf 
in  London,  and  of  all  the  bankerii 
was  held  at  the  Mai\{ibn'Hou8<^ 
when  the  following  refolution  pafl- 
ed  unanimoufly :— "  At  a  meeting 
of  merchants,'  bankers,  &c.  held 
here  this  day,  to  confider  of  th9 
ftej*  which  it  may  be  proper  to 
take,  to  prevent  embarraflinents  to 
public  credit,  from  the  effe6^  of  any 


Uponthereprefentationoffhe    til-founded  or  exaggerated  alarms^ 
ChaneeEer  of  the  Exchequer,  ftat-    and  to  fupport  it  with  the  utmoft 


mg,  that  from  the  refuit  of  the  in^ 
fermation  which  he  has  received, 
and  of  the  enquiries  which  it  has 
been  his  duty  to  make  refpe^Kng 
the  eflect  of  the  unufual  demantS 
for  fpecie  that  have  been  made 
Upon  the  metropolis,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  ilT-founded  or  ex- 
aggerated alarms  in  different  parts 
of  the  country,  it  appean  that, 
vnkis  fome  m«ifure  is  immediatdy 
taken,  there  may  be  reafon  to  ap- 
prehend a  want  of  a  fufiicient  fup- 
ply  of  caih  to  anfwer  the  exigencies 
ot  the  public  fervice.  It  is  uie  un- 
animous opinion  of  the  Board,  that 
It  is  indtfpenlably  necef&ry  for  the 
public  fervice,  that  the  directors  of 
the  Bank  ofEngland  fhould  forbear 
iilhine  any  cafii  in  payment,  until 
the  lenfe  of  parHament  can  be 
taken  on  timt  fubjeA,  and  the  pro* 


exertions  at  the  prefent  important 
conjunfhire,  refolved  unanimoufly^ 
We,  the  underiigned,  being  highlj 
fcnfiWe  how  neceilary  the  prefer- 
vation  of  pubHc  credit  is  at  thi| 
time,  do  moft  readily  hereby  de* 
clare,  that  we  will  not  refufe  to 
receive  Bank-notes  in  payment  of 
any  fum  of  money  to  be  paid  to  uSp 
and  will  ufe  our  utmoft  endcavpmv 
to  make  all  Our  payments  in  the 
fame  manner."  It  was  alfo  ih6 
opinion  of  the  meeting,  that  the 
bankers  ftiould  aU  agree  only  to 
pay  the  fradional  parts  of  dndts  ia 
fpecie,  fo  that  every  perfon  might 
remain  on  an  equahty. 

•In  confequence  of  fome  words 
which  fell  in  a  recent  debate  in  the 
Irifh  Houfe  of  Lords,  from  Lord 
Blaney,  concerning  the  emigrant 
oificen  ^0   command  the  irifli 


permeafures  adopted  tkereon  for  brigades,  the  Duke  DeFitz-James^  a 
maintaining  the  means  of  circula-  ci-devant  French  nobleman  of  veH^ 
tion,  and  fttpporting  the  public  and    high  honour,   conceiving  himfelf 

infultcA 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


%o     ANNUAL    REGISTE:R,    1797. 


infttlted  by  wbat  had  Men  from 
thp  noble  Lord^  fent  him  a  chal- 
fenge  a  few  days  fince ;  on  which 
a  roceting  took  place  in  the  Phoe- 
aLx  Park^  where  each  difcharged  a 
cafe  of  pxilols.  The  Duke  waa 
grazed  by  a  ball  in  the  (ide»  and 
liord  Bianey  had  part  of  his  hat 
ihot  away  by  the  fire  of  his  antago- 
nifl.  The  feconds  then  interfered, 
and  an  amicable  explanation  took 
place.— The  Duke  De  Fitz-Jamed 
became  indifpofed  fliortly  after, 
and  wzs  polvtdy  vilited  by  Lord 
Blaaey.  The  htter  nobleman 
lervcd  on  the  continent,  under  the 
Duke,  of  York,  and  received  a  flight 
wound  ia  one  of  tlie  engagement 
in  Flanders. 

At  Mr.  Trumbull's  fale  of  pic- 
tures, Mr.  Weft  made  feveral  pur- 
chafes  for  the  King.  Among  thefc 
were  Deijenara  and  the  Centaur, 
5&8l.  A  Landfcape,  with  figures 
and  cattle,  by  Berghem,  9451.  and 
the  Virgin,  Chrift,  and  St.  John, 
by  Raphael,  892L  The  whole  col- 
fection,  containing  9)  pidhirss,  fold 
fcr  8,21 7L  17s. 

On  Fndai'  evening,  about  fevea 
oTclock,  a  dreadful  nre  broke  out 
in  a  warehoufe  near  the  Old  Dock, 
Liverpool,  belonging  to  Mr.  Wal- 
ton, .which,  with  the  whole  of  its 
contents,  confiftingof  a  large  quan- 
tity of  manufadured  cotton  goods, 
was  totally  destroyed  in  about  two 
JiouK  J  but,  by  the  venr  great  exer- 
tions. o£  a  nunxher  or  gentlemen, 
and  others,  aided  by  the  affiflance 
<xf  the  firemen,  the  adjoining  drug- 
warehoufe  of  Meflrs.  Wellh  and 
Sinclair,  the  roof  of  >vhich  had  at 
one  trine  caught  fire,  was  preferved, 
with  liulc  damage.         • 

Mr.  Colauhoun,  in  his  Treatife 
on  the  Police  of  the  Metropolis, 
ftates,  that  there  is  a  clafs  of,  female 
iharpers,  who  drcfs  elegantly,  per- 


ibnafe  women  of  fafhion,  andeVett 
go  to  St.  James'^— "  The  wife  of 
"  a  well-known  fharpec,  now  upon 
^*  the  town  (fays  he)  is  faid  to  luivc 
*^  appeared  at  court,  drefled  in  a 
"  flyle  of  peculiar  elegance,  while 
*^  the  fharper  himfelf  is  fuppofed  to 
**  have  gone  in  the  drefs  of  a  clcr- 
**  gyman.  According  to  the  infor- 
"  mation  of  a  noted  receiver,  they 
"  pilfered  to  the  valuQ  of  l'700L  on 
**  the  'King's  birth-day,  in  1795, 
"  without  difcovery  or  fufpicion.'** 
Sir  Godfrey  Webfter  obtained  a 
fentencl^e  of  leparation  againft  his 
wife,  in  Doctors  Commons,  on 
Thurfday,  for  adultery  yrith  Lord 
Holland.  The  charges  ^jpon  which 
the  divorce  was  founded^  and  to 
which  L.  Webfter  made  no  defence, 
were  in  fubftance  as  follows  :■— 

**  That  Sir  Godfrey  and  Lady 
Webfler,  in  the  beginning  of  th& 
year  1795,  were  at  Florence,  to- 
gether with  their  three  children, 
and  that  Lord  Holland  viiited  them^ 
in  common  with  others,  until  the 
month  of  February,  at  which  time 
Sir  Godfrey  had  occafion  to  return 
to  England,  in  confequenc^  of  the 
death  of  Richard  VafTali,  £fq.  his 
father-in-kw,  leaving  Lady  Web- 
fler behind  him,  who,  from  being 
with  child,  could  not  travel :  — That 
Lord  Holland  continued  his  vifils 
to  Lady  Webfter  during  the  ab- 
fence  of  Sir  GQdfrey,  who  did  not 
return  again  to  Florence,  but  re- 
mained in  England;  That  Lady 
Webfter  made  feveral  excurfions  in 
the  abfencc  of  Sir  Godfrey,  to  Pa- 
dua, Vienna,  &c,  &c.  in  which  flie 
was  accompanied  by  Lord  Holland ; 
and  in  June  1796  they  arrived  at 
Cruxliaven,  on  their  way  to  Eng- 
land :  That, they  lived  together  at 
the  fame  inn  at  Cruxhaven  for  fix 
days,  carrying  on  adulterous  inters* 
courfe,  and  took  their  paflage  home 
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ty  the  fame  veflel :  Tb4it  they  ar- 
nved  at  YarmoTith  in  the  fame 
month,  and  immediately  proceeded 
to  London.  On  their  arrival  there 
Lady  Webfter  ordered  her  coach- 
man to  drive  to  the  houfe  of  a 
lady  in  Aibemark-ilreet,  where 
Ihe  faw  Sir  Godfrey,  and  where 
ilie  remained  fome  time,  but  re- 
fufed  to  fleep  with  him :  her  maid- 
fervant  conftantly  flept  in  her  roonl, 
who  depofed  that  during  her  lady's 
ftay  in  Albemarle-ftreet,  neither  Sir 
Godfrey  nor  any  other  perfon  flept 
wth  her:  That  on  her  quitting 
Albemarle-ftreet,  flie  went  ..to  re- 
side in  ready-fitrniflied  apartments 
in  Brompton-row,  and  flept  in  a 
two-pair  of  flairs  room  in  which 
there  was  only  one  bed :  Tliat  Lord 
Holland  vifited  Lady  Webfter  at 
thefe  apartments,  flept  in  the  fame 
bed  with  her,  and  they  lived  toge- 
ther in  this  place  in  all  refpeds  as 
man  and  wife  until  the  month  of 
Auguft  Jail,  at  which  time  they  re- 
moved to  Brompton-Park,  where 
they  have  ever  fince  refided :  That 
on  the  6th  day  of  November  lail. 
Lady  Webfter  was  delivered  by 
Dr.  Crofts  of  a  full-grown  infant, 
I  at  Brompton-Park:  That  Lady 
Webfter  had  frequently  acknow- 
ledged the  child  to  be  Lord  Hol- 
land's, and  that  Lord  Holland  had 
paid  the  ufual  fees  to  Dr.  Crofts, 
and  had  ever  iince  maintained  the 
child  as  his  own. 

Sir  Godfrey  has  Iince  obtained 
60001.  dama|;es  againft  Lord  Hol- 
land ;  who,  inunediately  after  the 
divorce  bad  taken  place,  married 
My  Webfter. 

laft  week  a  moft  fhocking  mur- 
der was  committed  on  the  body  of 
Mr.  Wood  of  Brownhills,  near 
Newcaftle,  in  Staffordftiire,  by  a 
Mr.  Oliver,  an  apothecary  in  Bur- 
ilem,  near  the  fame  place.    It  ap« 


pears  that  the  htter  paid  lils  ad^ 
dreflles  to  one  of  Mr.  Wood^s 
daughters;  but  having  been  dif* 
miifid  the  houfe  bv  the  old  gentle- 
man, formed  the  defperate  refolu- 
tion  of  fhooting  him.  On  Friday 
laft  he  went  to  Mr.  Wood*  with  a 
brace  of  loaded  piftob,  faying,  ^  I 
am  come  to  die  wltfiyou,"  and  im- 
mediately fhot  him  in  the  body: 
he  then  attempted  to  fhoot  himfelf, 
but  was  prevented.  Mr.  Wood 
died  in  great  agonies  on  Monday ; 
and  Oliver  is  committed  to  Staf- 
ford ggol  to  take  his  trial  at  the  next 
affixes. 

Died.  1ft.  Shothimfelf inthe 
weft  porch  of  Wefhninfter-Abbey^ 
Col.  Frederick.  The  coroner's 
jury  on  the  Sd  returned  a  verdi£h 
of  Lunacy.  On  the  6th,  at  noon^ 
his  remains  were  brought  in  k 
hearfe  to  St.  Ann's,  Soho,  attended 
by  two  mourning  coaches.  Several 
gentlemen  attended  in  the  churchy 
and  followed  the  bier  to  the  grave. 
The  body  was  depofited  at  the  weft 
end  of  the  churcn,  clofe  by  his  fa- 
ther. King  Theodore.  About  an 
hour  before  the  folenmity,  a  ref- 
pe6lable  perfon  defired  that  the 
following  chara^r,  in  a  fair  hand- 
writing, might  be  placed  upon  the 
church  wall:— 

"Here  lie 
the  fhattered  remains  of  Col.  Fre« 

derick,  fon  of  Theodore  King 

of  Corfica. 

In  his  deportment  he  was  a  finifhed 

gentleman ; 

In  honour,  honefly,  and  truth^ 
he  was  princely ; 
he  was  poor  in  circumflances,  but 
.rich  in  the  poffeftion  of  a  moft  libe- 
ral heart. 
The  greateft  diftrefs  he  laboured 
under,  was  the  want  of  ability  to  «• 
lieve  the  diftrefles  of othefs. 
aod  be  with  him." 

9d,  Shot 
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M.  Shot  ImfiCdf,  at  his  liouft  «t 
Bebhonhall,  Efiex,  Richard  MvUr 
nan  Trench  Chifwell,  Efq.  member 
bS  parliament  for  the  borough  of 
Alcroorough^    in    the   county    of 
York.     This  inelanchc^   fuicide 
f\*as  occaitoned  by  a  chain  of  un- 
fiiccefsful    Q)eottlations   on   Weft 
India  eftates,  &c.  at  the  commence- 
n^eat  of  the  war.     Previous  to  his 
^Afprtunate  entrance  into  parlia- 
;pieni9  ^^  the.  connexions  thence 
arUiB^  Mr.  Chifwell  was  confeffed* 
iy  worth  near  a  million  flerllng. 
Ji\>0\kt  a  year  and  a  half  itnce,  there 
were  unfavourable  rumours  upon 
'Chatige  rofpeftingluis  paper  credit ; 
fince  which  time  his  fpirits.  u'cre 
evidently  deprefTcd.  On  the  morn- 
ing of  the  cataibrophe,  be  defboyed 
fe^  parti^lar  papers,  and  then 
laft^ning  his  drc£ng-room   door, 
^charged  a  brace  of  balls  from  a 
Biftoi  through  his  head.   Hb  valet 
Bering   the  tsoort,  immediately 
lorocd  open  the  aoor,  and  found  him 
fYpiring.    Mr.  Chifwell  has  left  a 
viiSa  and  an  only  daugliier,  now  the 
widow  of  the  kte  Sir  Francis  Vin- 
cent, Bart,  a  feir  years  iince  am- 
baffiubr  at  Venice,  by  whom  (he  had 
otm  fun,  now  Sir  Richard  Vincent 
B%rt  an  acoompliflied  youth,  about 
fcventeen  years  of  age,  who  was  in 
an  adjoining  room  Tl'hen  the  fatal 
aoddetithlippened.     Mr.  Chifwell 


celebrated  Tofcph  Addifon,  Efiq. 
born  juft  before  his  death,  in  1718, 
by  Sarah  Countcfs-dowager  of  War- 
wick, daughter  of  Thomas  Dafh- 
wood  Efq.  alderman  of  London. 
Mifs  Addifon  was  buried  at  Bilton, 
on  the  10th  of  March.  Man  vicars 
fince  fhc  made  her  laft  will  m  fa- 
vour of  the  third  fon  of  Lord  Brad- 
ford, who  how  comes  in  for  her  cf- 
tate.  There  are  left  at  her  ktehoufe  * 
at  Bilton  feveral  portraits  of  Mr. 
Addifon  and  his  friends,  with  his  li- 
brary, which,  it  is  prefumcd,  con- 
tains many  valuable  books  and  MSS. 
She  inherited  her  father's  memor>', 
but  none  of  the  difcriminating 
powers  of  his  underfbmding :  with 
the  retentive  faculties  of  Jedediah 
Buxton,  (he  ^-as  a  perfeft  imbecile. 
She  could  go  on  in  any  part  of  her 
father's  works,  or  repeat  the  whole, 
but  was  incapable  of  fpeaking  or 
writing  an  intelligible  fentcnce. 

Athishoufein  Pall-mall,  in  his 
74th  year,  James  Dodfley,  Efq.  ma- 
ny years  a  very  eminent  and  refpec- 
table  bookfeller.  He  was  brother, 
partner,  and  fucccflbr  in  the  bufi- 
nefs  of  the  late  ingenious  Mr. 
Robert  Dodfley.  Robert  very  ear- 
ly invited  his  brother  James  (who 
was  22  years  younger  than  himfelf ) 
to  afiift  him  in  bufincfs.  Their  fa- 
ther kept  the  free  fchool  at  Manf- 
field,  in  the  county  of  Nottingham; 


pofle^Ied  a  landed  efbite  in  Eifisx  of  and,  being  very  much  refpcded, 
near  2000L  per  ann^  He  has  left  a  had  alfo  many  other  fcholars  of 
will,  in  which  he  makes  Mrs.  Chif-  neighbouring  farmers  and  gentle- 
well  fole  executrix.  A  coroner's  in-  men.  He  was  a  little  deformed 
queft,  conif>ofed  of  the  principal  man,  and  married  a  young  woman 
gentlemen  in  that  quarter  of  the  of  17  at  the  age  of  75,  aod  had  a 
county  of  Efiex,  fat  on  the  body  a  child  by  this  uruon  at  78.     Befidcs 


few  days  fince,  and,  after  confi&r- 
able  deliberation,  brought  in  their 
iRrdi^  LMnUcy. 

l^tb.^At  Bilton,  near  Rugby,  in 
the  o^unty  of  Warwick,  Mifs  Addi- 


Robert  and  James,  he  had  many 
other  children.  Mr.  James  Dod- 
fley became  an  aftive  and  ufc^I 
partner  to  his  brother^  in  conjunc- 
tion with  whom  he  publi(hed  many 


fon,  only  fvnriviog  daughter  of  th#  vroiks  of  the  firft  celebrity ;  **  Col- 
lodion 
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Jcaion  of  Poems,"  "  The  Precep- 
tor,'*  Sec.  &c.  and  commenced,  in 
1758,  •<Thc  Annual  Regiftcr." 
Robert,  who  quitted  bufinefs  early 
in  17^9,  died  Sept.  28, 17&4,  at  the 
tgc  of  51 ;  James  perfevercd  in 
acquiring  wealth  by  the  moit  ho- 
nourable literary  conne^ons.  In 
1782  he  communicated  to  the  Rock- 
ingham adminiftration  the  plan  of 
the  tax  on  receipts,  which,  though 
troubiefome  to  the  trader,  has  been 
produMve  of  confiderable  revenue 
to  the  ftate.  A  few  years  after, 
(I78o)  he  was  nominated  as  a  pro- 
p€r  perfon  to  be  flierifFof  London 
and  Middlefex ;  in  excufe  for  which 
he  cheerfully  paid  the  cuftomary 
fine.  It  is  worthy  noticing)  as  a 
literary  anecdote,  that  he  fold  no 
ie(s  than  18,000  copies  of  Mr. 
fiurke*s  famous  ^  Reflections  on 
the  French  Revolution ;"  with  con- 
fiderable  advantage  both  to  himfelf 
and  to  the  author;  to  whom  he 
made  a  very  handfome  compliment 
for  the  profits.  His  property 
(which  is  eftimated  to  be  about 
70,0001.)  he  has  given  principally 
to  nephews  and  nieces,  and  their 
defcendants:  to  fome  of  them 
8OOOI.  S  per  cents  each ;  and  to 
others  4  or  50001.  each,  in  fpecific 
fums,  or  in  higher  fimds:  to  each 
of  hb  executors  lOOOl.  Thefe  are 
Mr.Tho.  Tawney,  of  Brpoks-place, 
Lambeth,  who  marricda  daughter 
of  his  brother  Ifaac ;  Mr.  J.  Walter, 
of  Charing-Crofs  (with  whom  he 
had  been  m  habits  of  friendfhip, 
Mr.  Walter  having  ferved  his  ap- 
prenticeihip  with  his  brother  Ro- 
bert); and  Mr.  G.  Nicol,  his  Ma- 
jefty's  bookfeller,  in  Pall-mall.  To 
hb  attorney,  Mr.  Webfter  lOOOl. ; 
to  Mr.  John  Freeborn,  who  had 
been  for  feveral  years  his  alCftant 
in  bufinefs,  4000k ;  to  his  maid-fer- 
taAt  500I  i  to  his  coachman  5001. 


and  alfa  his  carriage  and  horfes; 
to  the  poor  of  St.  James's,  Weft- 
miniter,300L$perceaU;  andtollHl 
company  of  Ibtlonets  nearly  400t 
By  ahabit  of  feduding  himfelf  fi-om 
the  world,  Mr.  James  Dodfle7(who 
certainty  poiTefled  a  liberal  MM 
and  a  Arong  undefftandiiig^-  had 
acquired  many  peculiarities.  ;  He 
at  one  time  advertifed  an  intention 
of  quitting  trade;  but  in  lefi-than 
a  fortnight,  repenting  the  refolu- 
tion,  agam  advertifed  that  he  fliouM 
cbntinue  in  bufinefs,  and  rcfolicit- 
cd  the  favour  of  his  friends*     For 
fome  years  paft,  however,  he  kept 
no  public  mop,  but  continued  to 
be  a  large  wholefalc  dealer  in  books 
of  his  own  copy-right.    Of  thefe  a 
part,  to  the  amount  of  fome  thou* 
land  pounds,  was  burnt  by  an  ac- . 
cidental  fire  in  a  warehoufc  which 
he  had  not  prevailed  on  himfelf  to 
infure;  but  the  lofs  of  which  be 
was  philofopher  enough   to  bear 
without  the  leafl  apparent  emotion ; 
and  fold  to  a  gentleman  the  chance 
of  the  fragments  of  wafte  paper  that 
might  be  laved,  for  a  fingle  htmdred 
pounds.    This  agreement  \«as  not 
fulfilled,  but  the  whole  remainder 
was  aften^'ards  fold  for  80  guineas^ 
He  kept  a  carriage  many  j^ai  s,  but 
fhidiouily^  wifhed  that  his  friends 
fhould  not  know  it;  nor  did  h  e  ever 
ufe  it  on  the  eaflerft  fide  ofT<  mple- 
bar.    He purchafcd  fome  ycajc  s  fince 
an  eflate  with  a  fmall  houfe  on  it^ 
between  Chiflehuril  and  Bromley. 
On  the  houfe  he  expended  f  in  in- 
credible Aim,   more   than    would 
have  rebuilt  one  of  twice  th  e  fize» 
which  afterwards  he  rarely  'viiitedf 
and  at  length  let,  whh  tie  eflatc, 
ort  a  longTeafe,  at  a  very  Io«  v  rent. 
Though  he  has  often  expre  fled  his 
apprelienfion  that  the  law?    (if  he 
fliould  die  intefhite)  would  not  dlf- 
pofe  of  his  property  z%  h  t  could 

wifh. 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


14       ANNUAL  REGISTER,    1797* 


wife,  he  never  could  pcrfuadc  him- 
fclf  to  make  a  will  till  he  was  turn- 
ed of  70 ;  fince  which  he  has  made 
four:  the  laft  of  them  on  January 
4, 1 797,  not  long  before  his  deceafe. 
He  left  every  legacy  clear  of  the  tax, 
andappointediix  refiduary  legatees. 

MARCH. 

1ft.    A  very  fevere  affray  took 

¥lace  this -evening  in  Market-lane, 
'all-mall.     An  order  had  impru- 
dently been  given  to  the  foldiers 

*  guarding  the  entrance  of  the  Ope- 
ra-houfe  in  that  lane,  to  turn  out 
the  fervants  of  the  nobility  who 
flood  in  the  lobby ;  which  the  fer- 
vants  refifted,  and  the  chairmen 
•taking  their  part,  attacked  the  fol- 
diers To  violently  with  their  poles, 
that  it  was  found  neceflary  tp  call 
in  the  affiftance  of  the  guard  at  the 
front  of  the  houfe  to  quell  the  riot. 
Several  of  the  fervants  were  much 

,  wounded  in  the  afFi-ay. 

3d.  Public  rejoicings  took  place 
in  London,  on  account  of  the  vic- 
tory of  Admiral  Jervis  over  the 
Spanifh  fleet;  and  a  fubfcription 
was  entered  into  at  Lloyd's  for  the 
relief  of  the  widows  and  orphans 
of  the  brave  men  who  fell  on  that 
occaiion. 

4th.  Twenty  fliilling  notes  were 
ifhied  by  the  Bank  of  England. 

8th.  This  day  was  obferved  as  a 
general  faft  throughout  the  king- 
dom. 

10th.  Spanifh  dollars  were  this 
da^  iflued  from  the  Bank,  at  four 
ihiUings  and  ninepence  each. 

'  11th.  At  the  police-office  Marl- 
bro'-fVreet,  Lady  Buckinghamfhire, 
Lady  E.  Lutterell,  and  Mrs.  Sttrt, 

*  were  convi6led  before  N.  Conant 
and  T.  Robinfon,  Efqrs.  in  the  pe- 
nalty cf  50l.  each,  for  playing  at 


the  gam^  of  faro  ;  and  Henry  Maf - 
tindalc  was  convifted  in  the  fum  of 
2001.  for  keeping  the  fisu-o-table  at 
Lady  Buckinghamfhire's  houfe. 
The  witneflcs  were  two  ci-devant 
fervants  of  Lady  Buckinghamfhire. 
There  were  informations  againfl 
Mr.  Concannen  and  Mr.  0*Burne 
for  fimilar  offences.  Both  the  de- 
fendants were  found  guilty,  and 
paid  the  penalty. 

Thomas  Muir,  tranfported  by  the 
Britilh  government  to  Botany-Bay, 
reached  Cadiz  about  the  beginning 
of  this  year.  The  vcflel  in  which 
he  failed  carried  him  only  to  Noot- 
ka  Sound,  from  whence  he  travel- 
led nearly  the  whole  length  of  the 
wefl  coaft  of  America,  and  reached 
Panama,  the  governor  of  whicli 
file  wed  him  every  civility.  He 
croffed  the  isthmus  of  Darien,  and 
went  in  a  Spanifli  frigate  to  Cuba ; 
but  the  governor  not  thinking  it 
proper  to  fuffer  a  man  of  his  prin- 
ciples to  be  at  large,  confined  him 
on  the  north  fide  of  Cuba  till  a  pro- 
per opportunity  occurred  to  lend 
him  to  Spain. 

A  boat,  in  which  were  two  mid- 
fhipmen  and  fix  failors,  belonging 
to  the  Europa  Ruffian  fhip^  at  Cha- 
tham, commg  from  Sheemefs,  was 
overfet  by  a  fquall  of  wind ;  by 
which  unfortunate  accident  one 
midfhipman  and  four  men  were 
drowned ;  the  others  were  taken  up 
by  a  failing  barge,  and  put  on  fhorc 
in  the  mami,  near  the  Foily-houfe; 
but  not  knowing  the  dire6^  road^ 
and  the  tide  approaching  very  fail, 
overwhelmed  the  remaining  unfor- 
tunates, who  alfo  fell  vidbims,  ex- 
cept the  midfliipman,  the  only  fur- 
vivor  left  to  relate  the  fhocking  cir- 
cumftance :  and  he  now  lies  dan- 
gcroufly  ill  on  board  the  Archipe- 
kgo  Ruffian  frigate. 

15th. 
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t^tfa,  Ajfirebrokeoiit  in  a  malt* 
kiln  at  Burwell,  near  Newmarket, 
occupied  by  MeiTrs.  Barlow  and 
Wecke,  which  entirely  confiuned 
the  ume,  with  the  malting,  in 
which  were  351  coombs  or  malt 
and  barley,  mod  of  it  damaged; 
alfo  a  houfe  and  workihop,  the 
property  of  Mrs.  Brown,  felf-mon- 
eer,  widow ;  a  houfe  of  Mrs.  Mary 
Ifaacfon,  another  of  Richard  Bunt- 
ing, a  coal-fhed  of  Mr.  Robert  Ed- 
wards, and  part  of  the  premifes  be- 
longing to  Mr.  William  Shaw. 
Fortunately  the  wind  blew  from 
the  fouth-eaft,  which, drove  the 
flames  towards  the  Fen.  Bunting 
is  a  great  fufferer.  Being  a  water- 
man, he  had  fcveral  fums  of  money 
belonging  to  Lynn,  all  of  which 
were  loft  in  the  flames,  not  having 
time  to  get  any  thing  out  of  his 
houfe, 

3d.  The  inhabitants  of  Weftniin* 
Ser  aflembled  in  Palace-yard,  and 
refolved  to  petition  the  king  to  dif- 
mifs  Mr.  Pitt  and  his  colleagues 
from  their  offices. 

16th.  At  a  court  of  common  coun- 
cil the  Lord  Mayor  called  the  atten- 
tion of  the  covrt  to  a  rcquiiltion 
^^ncd  by  forty-three  liver)'mcn, 
dcfiring  him  to  call  a  common  hall, 
**  To  confider  of  an  hi:mble  addrefs 
2nd  petition  to  his  Majeftv  upon  the 
prefcnt  alarming  ftate  of* public  af- 
fairs, and  praying  him  to  difmifs  his 
prefent  miniftcrs  from  his  councils 
for  ever,  as  the  firft  ftcp  towards 
obtaining  a  fpeedy,  honourable, 
and  permanent  peace.*'  That  he 
had  ar.fvvered  he  would  confult  the 
<Juurt,  and  had  received -a  pro!  oft 
o^ainft  fuch  a  mcafurc.  His  L-jrd- 
^I'ip  fubmitted  the  feveral  papers  f o 
'■  s  court,  who  were  unanimoufly 
<it  opinion,  that  it  would  bo  highly 
fcfroper  for  them  to  give  any  opi- 


nion refpefting  the  propriety  or 
expedience  of  convening  a  com* 
mon  hall. 

19th.  This  mornine  about  four 
o)clock  a  dreadful  fire  broke  out  at 
Mr.  Brigg's  timber-yard,  adjoining 
Haydou-iquare,  in  the  '^Minories; 
which  burnt  with  unoppofed  fury 
for  near  two  hours  before  water 
could  be  procured,  and  fpread  fo 
wide  that,  notwithilanding  the  ut- 
moft  exertions  of  the  engines,  near* 
ly  thirty  houfes  were  deftroyed,  in- 
cluding fix  or  feven  in  front  in  the 
Minones.  A  great  quantity  of 
property  belongmg  to  the  unhappjr 
lufFerers  was  fccured  in  the  churca 
of  the  Trinity,  in  the  Little  Mino- 
ries,  under  the  proteftion  of  parties 
of  the  Guards  and  Weft  Londoa 
militia. 

23d.  At  a  numerous  commoa 
hail,  a  petition  \o  the  purpofe  be- 
fore exprefled,  was  almoft  unani* 
moufly  voted;  and  the  flierifFs,wit]i 
the  city's  reprefentatives  in  parlia- 
ment, were  requefted  to  prefcnt  it 
to  his  Majefty  on  the  throne. 

2Uh.  The  flicriflfe  of  London 
attended  at  St.  James's,  to  know 
when  his  Majefty  would  be  pleafcd 
to  receive  the  petition  of  the  Live- 
ry upon  the  throne ;  and  were  in- 
formed that  his  Majefty  would  re- 
ceive no  petition  from  tlie  city  of 
London,  except  in  its  corporate 
capacity:  but  that  he  was  uiliing 
to  receive  it  at  the  Lcvce,  in  the 
ordinary  manner  of  accepting  ad- 
drelTcs. 

A  riot  of  a  ferious  nature  took 

Elace  at  Derby,  on  Monday  night 
ift.  A  number  of  pcrfons  having 
alfemhlcd  in  the  Baptift  chapel  ta 
hear  Thelwall  le6lure  on  political 
fubjc£^s,  a  mob  colle»^cd  in  the 
ftreet  with  drums,  fcorn^,  &c.  and, 
after  contenting  thcmfelves  fdme 

time 
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iStoe  with  df owning  the  voice  of 
fhe  onttor  in  tnnnilty  they  at  length 
broke  the  windows,  wounded  feve- 
ral  perfons  with  brick  and  ftones^ 
and  threatened  to  defiroy  the  cha- 
pel Thtlwall,  with  a  pifiol  in  his 
Mnd^dechm^  he  wonla  fhoot  any 
^^rfoti  who  molefted  him ;  in  con- 
fcqnence  of  which  he  was  fufFered 
to  depart  without  receiving  any  in- 
jury. It  w<!S  a  long  time  before 
the  mob  feparated. 

At  the  aiHzes  for  Hampiliire 
(Lent  affizcs)  there  were  fixty-four 
prifoners  on  the  calendar  for  trial, 
of  whom  fifteen  received  fcntence 
6fdeath. 

'  At  the  ailizes  for  the  county  of 
Suffolk  ^x  prifoners  were  capitally 
<^ilvi&ed,  and  received  fentence  of 
death ;  four  of  whom  were  after- 
Wards  reprieved. 

At  the  SuiTex  aflizes  3t  Eaft-Grin- 
ftead,  eighteen  prifoners  were  tried, 
two  of  whom  were  capitally  con- 
victed, and  received  fentence  of 
death,  viz.  John  Green  and  George 
Mafon,  for  robbing  Edward  Whit- 
ten  of  half  a  guinea  and  nineteen 
fhillings  otx  the  highway,  at  Caf- 
tle-lane  Comer,  in  the  parifh  of 
Weft  Grinftead,  in  Auguft  laft. 
They  were,  however,  both  repriev- 
ed. 

At  York  aflizes  five  received  fen- 
tence of  death ;  one  of  whom  was 
left  for  execution,  and  the  other 
four  were  refpited. 

At  Stafford  aifizes  three  only  were 
fentenced  to  tranfportation  for  fe- 
ven  years.  The  trial  of  Mr.  T. 
Oliver,  charged  with  (hooting  Mr* 
J.  Wood,  was  poftponed. 

At  Warwick  affizes  ten  prifoners 
receivedfentenceof  death  J  of  whom 
three  w^ere  left  for  execution. 

At  Worcefter  affizes  eight  prifo- 
ners received  fente/ice  of  cleath. 


They  were  alli  ejBctj^g  diie»  re* 
prieved. 

At  Oxford  aifiaes'  ten  ptVoatn 
were  captaUy  cemviAed ;  four  of 
whom  were  left  for  execution. 

At  Thetford  afizes  five  recdved 
fentence  of  detth;  one  of  whoot 
alone  was  left  for  execution* 

At  Kingilon  aflizes  thirteen  pri- 
foners were  capitally  convi^ftedi 
of  whom  three  wcte  left  for  execu- 
tioft. 

At  Winchefter  affizei,  out  of  fix- 
teen  prifonci^  capitally  convi^tedf 
three  only  were  left  for  execution. 

At  the  Chelmsford  affizes,  tea 
prifoners  were  capitally  convi^ed ; 
of  whom  four  were  left  for  execu- 
tion, and  the  other  fix  were  ref- 
pited. 

At  Reading  aflizes  two  were  fen- 
tenced to  be  hung,  one  to  be  tranf- 
ported  for  fourteen  yearsj  four  for 
leven  years,  and  one  to  four  yean 
imprifonment. 

At  $alifl)ury  aflizes  four  were 
capitally  convi^ed  5  who  were  left 
for  execution. 

At  Lancafter  five  criminals  were 
capitally  convifted. 

1 7  th.  Elizabeth  Brokeiby  was 
executed  at  Lincoln,  purfuant  to 
her  fentence,  for  the  murder  of  her 
hufhand  by  poifon.  After  fentence 
flie  was  taken  from  the  bar  in  a 
ftate  of  infenflbility,  and  continued 
in  fo  entire  a  ftate  of  flupefa6Uoa 
as  to  make  it  neceflary  to  fupport 
her  on  the  fledge  which  drew  her 
to  the  gallows,  and  lift  her  on  the 
platform.  Her  body  was  delivered 
to  the  furgeon  to  be  difle6ted  and 
anatomized. 

'21ft.  Purfuant  to  his  fentence, 
William  Suffolk,  ajged  46,  was  exe- 
cuted on  the  Caftle-hill,  Norwich, 
for  the  wilful  murder  of  Mary  Beck, 
of  North  Walfliam.  An  intimacy 
fub£fted 
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fubfifted  between  the  prifoner  and 
the  deccafcd,  which  the  brotter 
difkpproving,  defired  Sufiblk  to  dif- 
continue  his  vifit$.  Upon  this^  a 
violent  difpute  arofe,  in  which  Suf- 
folk declared  to  the  brother,  that 
he  {hould  fee  a  great  alt^ation  be- 
fore night.  Accordingly,  meeting 
^•ith  the  deceafed  unfortunately  In 
the  courfe  of  the  day  (Feb.  3.)  on 
the  common  near  North  Wailhaln, 
Suffolk  with  a  large  fiick  at- 
tacked her,  and  repeated  his  blows 
till  he  left  her  for  dead.  In  this 
ftale  fhe  was  difcovered,  and  had 
only  ftreneth  to  declare  that  Suf- 
folk  was  her  murderer;  who,  on 
being  taken  into  cuilody,  and  foon 
after  being  informed  by  the  conda- 
ble  that  (he  was  not  then  dead,  de- 
clared that  if  he  thought  (he  could 
have  ftirred  hand  or  foot,  he  would 
have  beaten  iier  till  this  time.  His 
body  is  hun?  in  chains  near  the 
fpot  where  the  murder  was  com- 
mitted. 

A  moft  (hocking  murcter  was 
htely  committed  in  Ireland  on  the 
body  of  Dr.  Hamilton  of  Trinity- 
College,  Dublin ;  the  particulars  of 
which  are  as  follow :  Dr.  Hamilton 
had  a  living  in  the  nortli,  near  the 
banks  of  Loch  S willy;  and  having 
dined  a  few  days  fince  at  the  houfe 
of  a  Mr.  Waller,  in  his  neighbour- 
hood, the  houfe  was  furroundeii  by 
i  banditti  of  armed  ruffians,  about 
Jen  o'clock  at  night,  who  broke 
into  the  houfe  while  the  family  was 
«  fupper,  calling  loudly  for  Dr. 
Hamilton,  and  threatening  death 
to  the  whole  family.  Mrs.  Waller 
implored  mercy  for  her  hufhand,  a 
feeble  poor  gentleman,  who  having 
loft  the  ufe  of  his  limbs,  was  una* 
ble  to  fly  from  their  fury.  She 
«!'ew  herfelf  over  him  to  prote^ 
W31  from  aflalTmation,  when  the 
Vox..  XXXIX. 


miicreants. fired  three  (hots  thin* 
her  body,  and  killed  her  inftantly.  ♦ 
They  then  threatened  to  raze  the 
hou^  and  put  all  its  inhabitants 
to  death,  if  Ur.  Hamilton  was  not 
produced ;  and  the  fervants^  to  (kve 
their  own  lives,  dragged  him  irom 
the  wine-cellar  to  the  door.  Me 
endeavoured  to  cling  by  the  (laple 
of  the  hall  door  lock,  but  the  viU 
Uins  burnt  his  hand  to  force  him 
to  quit  his  hold«  and  then  dragged 
him  a  fliort  diilance  from  the  houfe, 
where  they,  in  amoft  barbarous, 
manner  murdered  him.  He  has 
left  a  wife  and  nine  children 
wholly  unprovided  for.  His  being 
an  active  magiftrate  againfl  the  de- 
fenders, determined  them  upon  the 
horrid  aA.  Mr.  Browne  men-, 
tioned  the  matter  in  the  Iri(h  houfe 
of  commons,  in  order  to  inllitute 
fome  public  proviiion  for  this  help- 
lefs  family. 

A  very  melancholy  aflair  has 
lately  taken  place  at  Smyrna.  The 
circumftances  are  briefly  thefe :— A 
party  of.  drolling  German  rope- 
dancers  had  arrived,  and  were  ex- 
hibiting their  feats  oa  the  tight 
rope  to  a  numerous  audience.. 
As  is  the  cuflom  of  thatiplacc,  four 
janiflaries  were  placed  as  centinels 
at  the  door  of  the  theatre,  to  pre- 
ferve  the  peace.  After  the  per- 
formance had  commenced,  a  num- 
ber of  Sclavouians  entered  the 
doors,  one  of  whom  infultcd  the 
janiflaries,  who  rcfented  his  con- 
du^.  A  fcuffle  enfued,  which  ter- 
minated in  the  death  of  one  of  the 
janiflaries,  who  was  (hot  by  a  Scla- 
vonian^  An  enquir)'  was  inflantly 
fct  on  foot,  and  a  demand  feiit  to 
the  theatre  to  give  up  the  aiTaflin  : 
he,  however,  from  the  fidelity  of 
his  comrades,  could  not  be  difco-» 
vcred.  Time  was  allowed  for  the 
B  difcovery, 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


i8      ANNUAL    REGISTER,    1797. 

difcovery,  but  to  no  eSe6l ;  and  it 
was  at  length  determined  to  deflroy 
the  theatre,  unlefs  he  was  given  up. 
They  .ftill  perfifted  in  thejriilence, 
which  incuced  the  jandflaries  to 
{ct  fire  to  the  theatre  ;  and  it  was 
completely  deflroyed.  The  Turks 
proceeded  to  fet  fire  to  all  the  Eng- 
lifh  and  other  Chriftian  faAories, 
deftroyed  property  to  ihe  amount 
of  nearly  100,0001.  killed  between 
12  and  1300  people,  and  threaten- 
ed to  deftroy  all  the  Chriftians 
In  the  place« 

31ft.  About  four  o'clock,  a  moft 
dreadful  fire  In-oke  put  at  the  old 
family  manfion  of  the  Duke  of  St. 
Albans,  at  Hanworth  Park,  near 
'  Hampton,  which,  in  the  courfe  of 
three  hours,  deftroyed  every  part 
of  the  building,  and  all  the  beau- 
tiful gallery  of  paintings,  which 
were  in  heirloom  with  the  houfe. 
Very  little  of  the  furniture  was  fav- 
ed.  The  fire  broke  out  at  the  back 
of  the  houfe,  near  the  library,  and 
was  occafioned  by  a  girl  belonging 
to  a  farm-yard  lighting  her  fire  too 
near  the  windows.  Owing  to  the 
high  wind,  the  fiames  caught  the 
ihutters,  and  the  conflagration 
fpread  through  the  manfion  before 
any  affiftance  could  be  obtained, 


A  boat  belonging  to  a  brig, 
lying  in  Winchelfea  Nook>  in  its 
paflage  from  the  (hore  to  the  vclTel, 
With  the  captain  and  two  men  on 
board,  was,  by  a  fudden  fquail  of 
wind,  overfet.  The  captain  faved 
his  life  by  fwimming  to  fhorc ;  but 
the  two  men,  being  unable  to  fwim, 
were  drowned.  It  is  faid  the  un- 
fortunate men  belonged  to  New- 
haven;  but  of  this  we  have  received 
no  afTurance. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  month, 
moft  of  the  counties,  cities,  and 
towns  of  the  kingdom,  petitioned 


his  Majefty  for  the  removal  of  mi- 
nifters,  and  the  confequent  reftora- 
tion  of  peace. 

Died  at  her  houfe  in  Malfmoon- 
ftrcet,  Piccadilly^  after  having  been 
for  fome  weeks  confined  to  her  bed 
by  a  very  fevere  illnefs,'  Mrs.  Pope, 
the  celebrated  a6trefs.     She  was 
one  of  the  laft  of  the  legitimate 
School  of  Garrick ;  and  bad   for 
years  maintained,  both  as  a  tragic 
and  comic  performer* in  the  Lon- 
don theatres,  the  moft  refoeAable 
fituation.    Her  merits  and  talents, 
after  nearly  30  years  experience^ 
are  too  well  known  to  need  any 
comment;   they  were  univcrfally 
acknowledged'  and  admired :  and, 
while  fhs  is  lamented  as  a  great 
public  lofs,  thofe  who  knew  her 
domeftic  worth,  will  feel  alfo,  in 
the  death  of  fo  eftknable  a  woman, 
a  fource  of  much  private  affU&ion. 
In  a  wide  range  of  characters,  in 
tragedy  and  comedy,  and  in   the 
humorous  as  well  as  the.  fafliion- 
able  wilk  of  the  latter,  fhc  has  been 
uniformly  diftinguifhed  with    ap- 
plaufe.     Mrs.  Pof>e  was  defcended 
from  a  good  family,  of  the  name 
of  Younge,  who  left  her  little  be- 
fide  her  education:   fhe  had   her 
fituation  in  life  to  make  at  a  period 
when  moft  girls  are  occupied   by 
no  other  ideas  than  their  pleafure. 
In  the  courfe  of  her  education,  Ihc 
had  acquainted    herfelf  with    the 
beft  Englifti  dramatic  writers.     It 
was  a  ftyle  of  reading  fhe  always 
relifhed  fo  much,  that  fhe  now  be- 
gan, ferioufly,  to  think  of  putting 
it  into  prarfice ;  and,  procuring  a 
letter  of  recommendation  to  Mr. 
Garrick,  he  was  fo  well  pleafed 
with  her  firft  elTay,  that  he  took  the 
pains  of  attending  her  at  feverai 
private  rehcarfals,  when  every  trial 
gave  frelh  proofs  of  her  abilities. 

At 
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At  the  end  of  three  months  (In  the 
winter  of  1768)  ihe  came  out  in 
Imogen,  in  Cymbeline:  a  part, 
however,  hazardous,  from  the  va- 
riety of  Its  difficulties;  vet,  fo 
fbongly  was  fhe  poi!efled  of  the 
Ipirit  of  the  author,  and  fo  power- 
fully  affifled  by  her  addrefs,  and 
other  fta^e  accompliflimentt.  that 
ihe  obtained  univerfal  appiaufe. 
At  Drury-Iane  theatre  this  admira- 
ble adreis  continued  till  the  year 
1779.  She  then  engaged  with 
Mr.  Harris,  patentee  of  Covent- 
guden  theatre,  from  which  llie  has 
iincebeen  abfentbut  one  feafon.  In 
1784^  during  a  profeffional  excur- 
fion  m  Irel^d,  ihe  faw  Mr.  Qope 
perform  at  Cork,  and  approved  fo 
much  of  his  powers,  that  ihe  re- 
commended nim  to  Mr.  Harris; 
Mat  Covent-garden  theatre  his 
fuccefs  juiHfied  her  opinion  of  his 
&ents.  A  mutual  dfedion  arofe 
from  this  circumifamce,  and  in  a 
feafon  or  two  afterwards,  they  were 
married.«»Her  remains  were,  on 
the  22d,  conveyed  from  her  houfe 
to  Wefhninilier-abbey,  in  a  hearfe 
tnd  fix,  followed  by  feven  mourn- 
ing coaches  and  her  own  carriage. 
In  the  firft  were  fome  particular 
friends  of  the  deceafed;  thefe 
were  followed  bv  the  School  of 
Garrick  (of  which  refpedable  fo- 
ciety  ihe  was  an  hononuy  member) 
and  by  the  principal  performers 
of  Covent-garden  theatre.  The 
hody  was  interred  in  the  cloifterson 
the  fouth  fide,  near  the  remains  of 
Sir  Richard  Jebb,  and  on  the  rieht 
of  Dr.  Dupuis.  The  funeral  fcr- 
vice  was  read  by  the  Rev.  Weldon 
Champnefs.  Mrs.  Pope  was  born 
in  the  year  of  the  rebellion,  1745. 
The  ftone  4h&t  is  placed  over  her 
renudns  is  infcribed  '*  In  memory 
of  Mrs.    Elizabeth  Pope,  of  the 


Theatre  Royal,  Covent-garden, 
who  died  on  the  15th  of  March, 
1797,  aged  52  years." 

In  Bloomfbury  fquare,  in  a  fit  of 
apoplexy,  John  Boniot  de  Main* 
aduc,  Efq.  M.  D.  and  Member  of 
the  Corporation  of  Surgeons  of 
I^ndon.  He  died  after  his  return 
from  the  funeral  of  Mr.  Eyre,  of 
Cccil-fbcet.  Thefe  two  gentle- 
men were  married  to  two  fiilers. 
His  "  Le6hires"  arc  announced  to 
be  ^  publifhed  as  foon  as  his  papers 
can  be  arranged  ;  which,  from  his 
fudden  and  unexpeded  death,  may 
rcquupe  fome  time." 

5.  At  Tiverton,  Devon,  aged  52j 
Capt.  J.  G.  Stedman.  He  entered 
in  the  navy,  but  relinquifbed  it  on 
the  la&  peace,  and  accepted  an  en* 
fign's  conmiiffion  in  one  of  the  Scots 
Brigade  regiments  paid  by  the 
Dutch.  He  had  attained  the  rank 
of  Lieutenant  when  the  meafure  of 
fending  a  military  force  agairfl  the 
rebel  negroes  on  the  river  Cottica, 
in  Surinam,  the  moil  important, 
and  now  the  only  remaining,  Dutch 
pofleffion  on  the  coail  of  Africa^ 
was  projected.  Impelled  by  a  de^ 
fire  of  exploring  a  part  of  the  world 
not  generally  luiown,  and  the  hope 
of  preferment  in  fuch  a  dangerots 
fervice,  he  obtained  admiifion  into 
the  corps  of  500  volunteers,  formed 
into  feven  companies,  embodied  as 
a  redment  of  marines,  and  intend* 
ed  ror  Surinam,  and  was  advanced 
by  the  Prince  of  Orange  to  the 
rank  of  OAptain,  by  brevet,  under 
Colonel  Toureeoud,  a  Swifs,  com* 
mander  in  chief.  He  quitted  the 
Texel  on  Chrifhnas  day,  1772,  and 
anchored  in  Surinam  river  Feb.  2, 
1773.  He  foon  formed  aa  at* 
tachment  with  a  beautiful  nem* 
girl  of  15,  one  of  the  natutyd  cnil* 
dron  of  a  D^tgh  planter,  whofe 
B  2  good* 
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goodncls  of  heart',  and  faithful  at- 
tachment to  him,  were  fHll  more 
endearing  than  all  her  perfonal  at- 
traftions ;  but,  by  the  laws  of  the 
fettlenient,  ihe  could  not  be  re- 
deemed from  flavery,  or  brought 
home  to  FAirope,  but  died  of  poi- 
fon,  a  viftim  to  jcaloufy,  before 
the  captain  quitted  her.  After 
imdergoing  a  variety  of  fatigues, 
and  witneffing  the  moft  horrid  cru- 
elties, as  well  as  moft  extravagant 
difiipation,  in  the  colony  of  Suri- 
nam, he  returned  to  his  native 
country;  and,  a  little  before  his 
death,  publifhed  an  intercfting  nar- 
rative of  the  expedition  againft  the 
revolted  negroes  of  Surinam,  in 
fwo  volumes,  4to,  illuftrated  with 
i-l^hty  elegant  engravines  from 
drawings  made  by  himfelh  He  has 
left  a  \0dow  and  five  children. 


APRIL. 

1 .  At  a  common  hall,  the  Lord . 
Mayor  laid  before  the  livery  of 
London  the  following  letter,  which 
he  had  received  from  the  ilieriifs : 

"  My  Lord,  In  compliance  with 
the  refolution  of  the  common 
haH,  we  waited  on  his  Majefty  at 
the  levee  yeftcrday,  to  know  when 
he  would  be  pleated  to  receive  the 
Petition  of  the  Lord  Mayor,  Alder- 
men, and  Livery.  We  were  in- 
formed by  the  Duke  of  Portland, 
that  his  Majefty  would  receive  it 
on  Wednefday  next  at  the  levee, 
or  any  other  levee-day  5  but  would 
Dot  receive  the  petition  on  the 
throne,  as  it  does  not  come  from 
ij\c  city  of  London  in  its  corporate 
qapacity. 

.  "  S.  X4ANGST0K,  W..  Staines." 
The  Livery  then  refolvcd,  **  That 
the  iheriifs  of  London  had  an  ac 


knowledged  right  to  an  audience  - 
of  the  King,  and  are  in  duty  bound 
to  demand  the  fame;"  and  di- 
re^^ed  the  (lieriifs,  attended  by  the 
remembrancer,  to  demand  a  per- 
fonal audience  of  his  Majefty,  to 
know  his  royal  will  and  pleafure, 
when  he  will  be  pleafed  to  receive 
upon  the  throne  the  faid  dutiful 
and  loyal  addrefs  and  petition. 

3.  This  evening  a  moft  alarming 
fire  was  difcovercd  in  the  fuperb 
maniion-houfe  of  Yefter,  belonging 
to  the  Marquis  of  Tweedale,  which, 
by  the  wonderful  activity  of  the 
fervants  and  workmen  belonging  to 
the  place,  aided  by  a  numerous 
body  of  the  inhabitants  from  the 
village  of  Gifford,  together  with 
the  Haddington  engine,  brought 
thence  by  about  one  hundred  of  . 
the  Durham  rangers  now  fiationed 
there,  who  attended,  accompanied 
by  their  officers,  on  the  firft  alarm^ 
happily  faved  the  principal  part  of 
the  noufe ;  only  one  of  the  wings 
was  burnt,  and  a  great  part  of  the 
furniture  deftroyed.  The  fire  was 
dccafioncd  by  a  wooden  j 01  ft  being 
pUced  too  near  one  of  the  vcnts^ 
which  had  been  burning  fome  time 
before  burfting  forth. 

The  late  accounts  from  New 
South  Wales  are  particularly  fa- 
vourable. The  fettlement  of 
Broken  Bay  was  in  a  fiourilhing 
condition,  as,  indeed,  were  the 
other  difltri<as.  The  harvcft  of 
1795-»>  (our  winter)  had  proved 
abundantly  produdlive. 

According  to  the  return  of 
aliens  within  the  cities  of  Lon- 
don, Weftrainfter,  and  the  Borough 
of  Southwark,  lately  pr^fenteif  to 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  the 
whole  number  of  thofe  perfoos 
amounts  only  to  7X)4l 

10.  .About  SKX)  French  prifoncrs . 
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trt>m  Porchcfter  Caftlc  were  landed 
at  MefTrs.  Squire's  wharf,  Peterbo- 
rough, whence  they  were  efcorted 
to  Yaxley  barracks  under  a  ftrone 
^ard  or  Kght-horfe.  The  proceC 
fion  was  truly  awful.  The  lirracks 
are  entitcly  new,  and  fet  on  a  moft 
healthful  fpot  at  Norman  Crofe, 
near  Stilton  in  Huntingdonihire. 

'Hiat  excellent  aftrcfs  Mife  Far- 
rcn  perfortAed  this  night  for  the  lafl 
time,prervious  to  her  marriage  with 
the  EarJ  of  Derby.  The  pTay  (he 
chofe  was  the  School  for  Scandal. 

The  different  avenues  leading  to 
the  theatre  were  crowded  with  all 
ranks  and  defcriptions  at  a  very 
early  hour,  and  in  a  few  minutes 
after  the  opening  of  the  doors  eve- 
ry bench  in  the  noufe,  and  every 
patTagc  in  the  theatre,  even  -to  the 
feveral  doon,  was  completely  occu- 
pied. Never  was  fuch  an  audience 
ft-en  at  this  or  any  other  theatre. 

On  her  fM  entrance  Ihe  was 
greeted  in  the  mod  flattering  man- 
ner ;  and  the  audience  appeared  to 
be  animated  with  a  principle  of 
emulation,  in  beflowing  their  libe- 
ral plaudits  throughout  the  whole 
of  her  performance. 

At  ihe  conclufion  of  the  play, 
Mr.  Wroughton  immediately  came 
forward,  and  addrefled  the  audience 
aS  follows: 

But  ah  1  this  nigtit,  adieu  the  mirthful  mien. 
When  IVfirth's  lov'd  faVritc  quits  the  mi- 

laic  icene ! 
Sranka  Thalia  wduU  afl*ent  rtfufk. 
But  Tnsth  aod  ViAue  fu^,  and  woo  Che 

Mufe. 
Avr*d  by  fenfatioos  it  could  ill  exprefs. 
Though  mote  the  tongue>  the  hefom  feeli 

not  left; 
Her  ipeech  your  kind  indvlgencc  oft   h«s 

icnown. 
Be  to  her  filence  now  that  kindnefs  /bewa  ; 
Ne'er  from  her  mind  th'endearM  record 

will  part, 
But  lire  the  proadcft  iceling  of  a  crito&l 

bean. 


This  addrefs  ii-as  repeatedly  in- 
terrupted by  general  and  reiterated 
plautlits  from  all  parts  of  the  houfe. 
Mifs  Farren  appeared  much  a(fe6^- 
ed  at  the  generous  conduct  of  tl|e 
audience.  After  the  torrent  of  ap- 
plaufe  had  fubitded,  Mifs  Farren 
came  to  the  front  of  the  ftage,  with 
graceful  and  diffident  ileps,  to  take 
her  final  farewell  of  her  patrons. 
In  a  manner  the  moft  el^nt  and 
impreffivefhe  made  her  courtefv, 
fint  to  the  right,  next  to  the  lett, 
and  laftly  to  the  front  of  the  houfe, 
amidft  the  univerfal,  reiterated,  and 
rapturous  plaudits  of  the  audience, 
many  of  whom  accompanied  their 
tokens  of  refpeft  with  tears  of  fen- 
fibility. 

5  th.  The  fheriffs  of  London, 
(Mefllrs.  Langfton  and  Staines)  ac- 
companied by  the  city  remem- 
brancer, attended  at  St.  James's 
yeflerday,  purfuant  to  the  inftruc- 
tions  of  the  iafl  common  hall,  to 
have  a  perfonal  interview  with  the 
King,  on  the  fubje^k  of  the  peti- 
tion lately  agreed  to  by  the  Livery, 
men.  On  being  introduced  to  his 
Majefty,  the  fheriffs  explained  to 
him  the  privilege  whidi  they  con* 
ceived  the  citizens  of  London  pof- 
feiled  of  prefenting  Aheir  addreHes 
to  his  Majeily  upon  the  throne; 
and  informed  him  that,  in  the  pre- 
fent  inftance,  they  could  not  deli- 
ver their  petition  in  any  other  man- 
•  ner.  His  Majefty  replied,  that  he 
fliould  always  be  ready  to  receive 
their  addreifes  or  petitions  at  the 
Ifvee^  but  that  he  ofuld  not  receive 
any  petition  vjion  th  throne  from  tl^e 
city  of  London,  except  in  its  cwjio- 
rate  cahaoity.  With  this  anfwer  the 
iherif^  and  remembrancer  retired. 

9th.  The  trial  of  Jones,  the  dele- 

fate  of  the  London  Correfponding 
oeiety,  came  on  at  Warwick  oa 
fiS 
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ThurClav,  before  Judge  Grofc  and 
a  fpcciai  jury.  The  profecution 
was  led  by  Mr.  Percival,  in  a  fiair 
and  candid  manner;  and  tlie  de- 
fendant was  as  ably  fupported  by 
Meflrs,  Romilly  and  Vaughan.— 
The  Judge  gave  a  charge,  and  in  a 
few  minutes  the  jury  round  a  ver- 
di^  of  Guilty  on  the  third  count, 
which  was, — "  Will  the  people  of 
Birmingham  fubmit  to  the  treafon 
andfedition  laws?"  Binns's  trial 
is  poilponed  till  next  aifizes ;  four 
only  of  the  fpecial  jury  being  pre- 
fent,  and  only  fix  othefs  appeared 
in  court  who  were  admitted  by 
the  crown  and  defendant.  The 
convi^on  of  Jones  is  the  firft  that 
has  taken  place  under  the  late  ad. 
His  fentence  is  not  yet  known. 

12th,  At  another  common  hall 
the  report  from  the  iheriffs  was 
read ;  ilating,  that  having  taken  the 
earliefl  opportunitv  of  waiting  on 
his  Majelty  at  th&  levee,  they  had 
.  obtained  an  audience,  and  deliver- 
ed the  meflage  directed  by  the  li- 
very ;  to  which  his^ajefty  anfwer- 
cd,  "  That  the  address  not  being 
the  addrefs  of  the  city  of  London 
in  it^  corporate  capacity,  he  could 
not  receive  it  on  the  throne ;  that 
the  anfvver  given  by  the  Duke  of 
Portland  was  by  his  Majefty's  de- 
iire)  and  that  his  Majefly  repeated 
his  readinefs  to  receive  the  petition 
of  the  Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and 
I  Livery,  at  the  next  or  any  other  le- 
vee, provided  the  perfons  prefent- 
ing  it  did  hot  exceed  the  ufual 
number  of  ten." 

,  Two  refolutions  were  then  paf- 
fed,  declaratory  of  the  rights  of 
the  livery;  and  another  was  of- 
ered,  which  the  Lord  Mayor  faid 
"  h/e  could  not,  confiftently  with 
his  duty  to  preferve  inviolate 
the  rights  of  the  livery,  admit  tQ 
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be  put:  the  bufinefs  of  the  dsy 
upon  which  the  livery  were  met 
being  fpecified  in  the  lummons  if- 
fued  to  call  them  together,  it  was 
his  duty  to  take  care  that  no  other 
buiinels  ihould  be  difcuiled."  Af- 
ter much  altercation  had  taken 
place  between  feveral  fp«ikers,  the 
Lord  Mayor  ordered  the  infieoia  of 
office  to  be  taken  up,  and  the  hall 
was  of  courfe  didblved ;  but  not  be- 
fore an  unanimous  vote  of  cenfure 
on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Waithman 
was  pailed  on  the  condu£^  of  the 
Lord  Mayor  for  this  unprecedent- 
ed attack  on  the  deliberative  rights 
of  the  livery  of  London  in  com* 
mon  hall  aflembled. 

I5th.  ThePrinceofWirtembcig 
arrived  in  town,  waited  upon  the 
Royal  Family  at  Buckingham-houfe, 
ancl  paid  his  refpeds  to  the  Princefs 
Royal,  his  intended  bride. 

A  general  and  alarming  mutiny 
broke  out,  on  board  the  Channel*  j 
fleet,  at  Spithead.  The  crews*  un- 
animoufly  refufed  to  proceed  to  fea 
unlefs  their  wages  were  advanced 
.  to  thirty  iliillings  per  month,  and 
.  their  allowance  or  proviiions  in* 
creafed. 

Mr.  Colquhoun,  in  his  treatife 
on  the  police  of  the  metropolis, 
fiates  the  foUowine  curious  fai& : 

"  There  is  a  cms  of  cheats,  or 
female  bankers,  who  accommodate 
barrow-women  and  others  who  fell 
fifh,  fruit,  vegetables,  &c.  in  the 
flreets,  with  five  fliillings  a  dav 
(the  ufual  diurnal  ftock  in  fucn 
cafes);  for  the  ufe  of  vi^hich,  for 
twelve  hpurs,  they  return  a  pre- 
mium of  fixpence,  when  the  money 
is  returned  m  the  evening,  thereby  j 
receiving,  at  tWs  rate,  about  fev<pn  ^ 
pounds  ten  fliillings  a  year  for  every 
fivefliillings  they  &nd  out.  In  con- 
templating this  curious  fyftem  of 
banking 
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banking  (trifling  as  it  feetns  to  be). 
it  is  impoiEble  not  to  be  forcibly 
firuck  with  the  immenfe  profits  that 
arife  from  it ;  for  it  is  only  necef^ 
lary  for  one  of  thefe  female  iliar* 
pcrs  to  podefs  a  capital  of  feventy 
ihiUingSy  or  three  pounds  ten  ihil- 
Cnes,  with'  fourteen  fteady  and  re« 
gukr  cuftomers,  in  order  to  realize 
an  annual  income  of  one  hundred 
guineas!" 

17th.  The  Prince  of  Wirtem- 
berg  fet  out  this  morning  on  his 
tour  to  Bath,  Briflol,  Birmingham, 
Oxford,  Portfmouth,  and  other 
placesy  previous  to  his  marriage. 
His  Serene  Highnefs  was  atten<fed 
by  Count  Zippelin,  Baron  Goerbitz, 
and  Sir  John  Hippefly.  The  tour 
is  expected  to  take  up  near  three 
weeks. 

20th.  In  confequence  of  tome 
ftrong  remonftrances  from  the  fea- 
men  on  board  the  fleet  at  Spilhead, 
the  lords  of  the  admiraltv  have  re- 
folved  to  recommend  to  his  Majef* 
ty  that  an  addition  of  five  fliiUings 
and  fixpence  a  month  be  made  to 
the  wages  of  petty  oflicers  and  fea- 
men  of  the  royal  navy ;  which  will 
make  the  wages  of  able  feamen  one 
(hilling  a  day,  clear  of  all  deduc- 
tions; an  addition  of  four  {hillings 
and  fixpence  a  month  to  the  wajges 
of  every  ordinary  feamen ;  and  of 
three  fhillings  and  fixpence  to  the 
wages  of  landmen :  and  that  none 
of  the  allowance  made  to  the  ma- 
rines when  on  fhore  fliall  be  flop- 
ped on  their  beine  embarked  on 
Doard  any  of  his  Majefly's  fhips. 
Alfo,  that  all  feamen,  marines,  and 
others, ferving  in  his  Majefly's  fliips, 
fhall  have  the  full  allowance  of  pro- 
p  viOons,  without  any  deductions  for 
leakage  or  vrzHe;  and  that,  until 
proper  (leps  can  be  taken  for  carry- 
ing this  into  cffcfti  fhort  allowance 


money  (hal)  be  paid  to  the  men  in 
lieu  of  the  deduction  heretofore 
made;  and  that  all  men  wounded 
in  a6Hon  fliall  receive  their  fiill  pay 
until  their  wounds  fliall  be  healed; 
or  until,  being  declared  incurable, 
they  fhall  receive  a  penflon  from 
the  chefl  at  Chatham,  or  fliall  be 
admitted  into  the  Royal  Hofpitalat 
Greenwich. 

.21ft,  This  morning  early  a  fire 
broke  out  at  Mr.  Bartlet's,  tallow- 
chandler,  Brewer-ftreet,  Golden- 
fquare,  which  in  a  fhort  time  con- 
fum^  the  whole  of  the  premifes, 
the  inhabitants  efcaping  only  with 
their  lives.  A  quick  fupply  of  en- 
gines and  water  prevented  its  com- 
munication, by  tne  great  exertions 
of  the  firemen. 

22d.  A  royal  proclamation  was 
iflued  for  pardonine  fuch  foamen 
and  marines  of  the  Iquadron  of  his 
Majefty's  fleet  ftationed  at  Spithead 
as  have  been  guilty  of  any  aft  of 
mutiny  or  difobedience  of  orders, 
or  any  breach  or  neglect  of  duty, 
and  who  fhall,  upon  notification  of 
fuch  proclamation  on  board  their 
refpecrive  fhips,  return  to  the  regu- 
lar and  ordinary  difcharge  of  their 
duty. 

26th.  The  following  anfwer  wa$ 
yefterday  returned  by  the  Lord  May- 
or to  the  requifition  of  the  livery  to 
call  a  common  hall  for  the  purpofe 
of  taking  into  confideration  the  re- 
port of  the  flieriffs; 

*'Man/on-hou/e^j4firJl25y  1797. 
"  Gentlemen, 

"  Having  fully  confidered  the 
requifition  figned  by  a  number  of 
the  liverymen  of  London,  an^d  de- 
livered to  me  by  you  on  the  22d 
inflant,  wherein  they  requefl:  of  me 
to  convene  a  common  hall  within 
eight,  days,  for  the  purpofe  of  tak- 
ijig  into  confideration  ^  the  report 
B  4  of 
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of  the  ihcriffs  communicated  to  the 
livery  in  common  hall  afiembled, 
on  Wedncfday*  the  12th  inftant; 
and  to  inveftigate  the  real  caufes  of 
the  awfiil  and  alarming  ftate  of  pub- 
lic affairs ;   and  to  adopt  fuch  mea- 
furcs  as  may  "be  expedient  in  the 
prefent  conjunfturc,*  I  roqueft  of 
you,  'gentlemen,  to  inform  them 
that  I  will  moft  readily  convene  a 
common  hall  any  day  in  the  com^, 
mg  week  which  may  be  moft  con- 
venient to  them  (after  the  termina- 
tion of  the  feflions  at  the  Old  Bai- 
ley) for  the  purpofe  of  taking  into 
coniideration  **  the  report  of  the 
fheriffs  communicated  to  the  livery 
in    common    hall   aflembled,    on 
Wedncfday  the  12th  inftant;"  but 
that  1  deem  it  incompatible  with 
my  duty  to  aflcmble  the  livery  for 
the  purpofe  of  ihveftigating  the 
real  caulcs  of  the  awful  and  alarm- 
ing ftatc  of  public  affairs :  a  propofi- 
tion  too  extenfive  and  unqualified 
to  admit  of  difcuffion  in  an  aflembly 
confefledly  not  deliberative.    I  am, 
gentlemen,  your  humble  fervant, 

"  Brook  Watson,  Mayor." 
**  To  Meffrs.  Thomas  Reeve^ 
John  Elfee,  and  S.  Miller.'' 
The  feamen  on  board  the  Ihips 
at  Plymouth,  who  had  (ome  time 
before  declared  themfelves  in  a 
ftate  of  mutiny,  exprciled  them- 
felves jperfeftly  fatisfied  with  the 
concemons  made  by  the  admiralty 
to  their  brethren  at  Spithead. 

From  Liibon,  under  the  date 
April  l-l*,  the  following  remarkable 
drcumflance  is  thus  lotted :  "  On 
Monday  evening  laiL  a  dreadful 
.  aifrav  took  place  at  Befem,  between 
the  foldiers  of  the  twelfth  regimfsnt 
of  light  dragoons  and  our  people. 
It  began  in  a  public-houfc,  where 
two  of  the  foldiers  went  to  get 
ibn^e  wine.     The  landlord  would 


not  permit  them  to  go  into  a  room 
to  fit  down  to  drinx  it :  thb  gave 
rife  U>  a  deal  of  abufe  on  both  udes. 
At  laft  the  landlord  drew  a  knife, 
and  flabbed  one  of  the  foldiers,  but 
fortunately  not  dangeroufly;   the 
foldier  knocked  him   down,   and 
dragged  him  into  the  ftrcct,  where 
he  beat  him  heartily.     Our  people 
feeing  their  countryman  fo  roughly 
handled^  tqok  his  part,  and  pelted 
the  Engliih  with  ftones :  this  alarm- 
ed their  comrades  in  the  barracks^ 
who  fallied  out,  and  drove  the  Por- 
tuguefe  into  the    queen's  ftables, 
where  they  fuppofed  the  foldiers 
would  not  dare  to  follow   tliem, 
and  from  the  windows  of  which 
place  they  continued  the  pelting, 
and  wounded  an  officer  and  a  pri- 
vate.  This  enraged  the  dragoons  fo 
much,  that  thev  <irew  their  fwords, 
ftormed  the   iiables,  broke  down 
the  doors,  and  laid  about  them  with- 
out mercy.     Our  people,  to  favc 
themfelves,  jumped  out  of  \he  win- 
dows, and  fcveral  of  them  arc  much 
cut  and  bruized.  The  Englifti  took 
eight  prifoners  to  the  guard -houfe, 
from  whence  they  have  been  re- 
moved to  another  prifon.    They 
will  be  fevercly  puniftied  ;  and  if 
they    efcape  hanging,  may  think 
themfelves  lucky,  as  a  riot  is  confi- 
dered  here  as  a  greater  crime  than 
murder.     In  the  heat  of  the  battle, 
the  Princcfs  Dowager  of  Brazil  hap- 
pened to  pafs  by  in  her  carriage, 
the  windows  of  which  were  broke 
by  the  ftones  thrown  from  the  fba- 
J>(cs :  her  efcudiero  (efquire)  a  man 
of  great  confequence,  a  fidat^  (a 
noble)  a  charafter  confideredin  this 
country  as  facred,  being  above  the 
reach  of  the  laws,  began  to  divert 
himfelf  by  horfewhipping  the  fol- 
diers ;  they  immediately  pulled  him 
from  his  horfe,  treated  him  with  half 
^  a  dozea 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


CHRONICLE. 


as 


dczcn  found  EngUfii  kicks,  and 
carried  him  prifoncr  to  the  guard« 
houfe.  The  dragoons  arc  obliged 
to  be  cautious ;  and  do  not  go  out 
finely  or  without  arms,  as  they  nm 
a  n/k  of  being  alEflinated.  Inquiry 
is  making  by  our  court  to  difcover 
the  ringleaders;  and  every  body  ac- 
quits the  Engiiih  from  the  fmaileii 
degree  of  blame." 

Died  at  Botany  Bay,  March  16, 
1796,  where  he  had  in  fome  degree 
rendered  his  fituation  comfortaolei 
and  habituated  himfelf  to  the  exile 
into  which  he  had  been  fo  cruelly 
fent  by  his  inhuman  perfecutors, 

Jofeph  Gerald.  He  lived  in  a  fmall 
oulc,  with  a  garden  attached  to  it, 
at  adifiance  from  the  town  of  Syd- 
ney, to  which  he  retired  with  a  fix- 
ed and  deep  decline,  which  brought 
him  to  his  grave  in  lefs  than  two 
months.  He  received  the  moft  li- 
beral attention  from  governor  Hun- 
ter; and  his  body,  at  his  own  de- 
fire,  exprefled  two  days  before  his 
death,  was  buried  in  his  own  gar- 
den. Three  days  after  Mr.  Ge- 
rald (viz.  on  the  19th  of  March, 
1796)  Mr.  Skirving  died  of  a  dy- 
fentery.  He  had  bought  a  fmall 
farm  ak-ead^  cleared,  and  fet  him- 
felf to  the  improvement  of  it  with 
indefatigable  induftry.  In  jgetting 
in  his^  harveft  he  caught  this  com- 
plaint, which  is  very  common,  and 
fcDavi^m  to  it. 

5th.  At  Afton,  in-Yorkfliire,  of  a 
mortification,  occafioned  by  break- 
ing his  fhin  in  ftepping  out  of  his 
carriage  two  days  before,  the  Rev. 
William  Mafon,  precentor  and  one 
of  the  refidentianes  of  York  cathe- 
dral, prebendaiy  at  Drimeld,  and 
re^orof  Afton;  author pf  "Elfri- 
da,"  **  Caraftacus,"'  "  the  Englifh 
Garden,"  "  Tranflation  of  Fref- 
noy's  Art  of  Painting,"  and  fcvcral 


other  celebrated  poems,  **  The  Liftf 
of  Gray,"  &c.  He  wai  the  fon  of 
a  clergyman  who  had  the  living  of 
Hull ;  but  it  is  not  eafy  to  fix  the 
precife  time  of  his  birth.  He  was 
admitted  of  St.  John's  College, 
Cambridge,  where  he  proceeoed 
B.  A.  114-5 ;  and  whence  he  remov- 
ed to  Pembroke-hall,  of  which  fo- 
cicty  he  was  clewed  a  fellow  1747, 
and  took  the  degree  of  M.  A.  1749. 
In  1754  he  entered  into  holy  or-' 
ders,  and  was  patronized  by  the 
then  Earl  of  Holderncfle,  who  ob- 
tained for  him  the  appointment  of 
chaplain  tO  his  Majesty,  and  gave 
him  the  valuable  rectory  of  Alton. 
Mr.  Mafon  was  an  acknowled^d 
fcholar,  and  pofleiled  high  claims 
to  a  confideraole  degree  of  poetical 
reputation.  All  that  coula  be  ga- 
thered from  the  Greek  and  Roman 
^ores,  certainly  contributed  to  em« 
beWlih  his  mind;  but  it  may  be 
reafonably  queftioned  i)»rhethcr  it 
was  enriched  by  any  great  fliare  of 
original  genius ;  though  ft  muft  be 
admitted  that  his  "  Caraaacus*' 
and  **  Elfrida"  abound  in  paf&ges 
marked  bv  energy  and  fpirit.  The 
memorable  **  Heroic  Epiftle  to  Sir 
William  Chambers"  has  been  often 
attributed  to  this  gentleman ;  and 
if  he  were  the  author  of  it,  he  cer  ' 
tainly  pofleiied  no  fmall  portion  of 
iatirical  humour,  as  welt  as  poeti* 
,cal  ilrength:  but  the  work  is  fo 
different  from  the  general  charac- 
ter of  his  produ^ions,  that  it  is 
hardly  to  be  confidered  as  the  off- 
fpring  of  his  mind.  It  is.  certain 
that  he  never  acknowledged  it. 
In  private  life  his  character,  though 
with  fomething  in  his  manners  be- 
yond the  mere  dignity  of  confcious 
talents  and  literature,  was  dlftin- 
euiflied  by  philanthropy  and  fervid 
friendftiip.    For  the  latter  quality 
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wc  have  only  to  obfervc  his  ton* 
duct  in  relation  to  Gray,  whofe 
genius  he  eftimated  with  a  z«al  of 
enthufiafin  (to  borrow  an  expreffion 
of  old  Theobald)  "  amounting  to 
idolatry."  Upon  the  whole,  he  is 
to  be  yiewed  ts  a  man  who  may  be 
ranked  with  the  fnpporters  of  Bri« 
tiih  literature  and  morals,  — >  The 
appointment  of  the  four  canons- 
refidentiaries  of  York  cathedral  is 
in  the  gift  of  the  Dean,  who  is 
obliged,  by  ftatute,  to  give  the  va< 
cant  canonry  to  the  firft  man  he 
fees  after  the  vacancy,  capable  of 
faking  it.  Mr.  Markham  was  }iis 
^rft  fight  on  the  death  of  Mr.  Ma- 
fon.  He  married  Mary,  daughter 
of  William  Shermon,  of  Kingibn 
upon  Hull,  £fq.  who  died,  March 
24<h,  17(37,  in  her  28th  year,  at 
Briitol;  in  the  north  aile  of  which 
cathedral  he  erected  to  her  memo* 
Ty  a  neat  monument  of  white  mar- 
ble, with  the  well-known  lines. 

At  Laufanne,  in  Switzerland^ 
«.  A.  D*  Tiflbt,  M.  D.  who,  for 
near  half  a  century,  enjoyed  a  yery 
«xtenfive  reputation  as  a  phyliciaa 
•nd  medical  writer.  He  was  one 
of  theearliefl,  ableil,  and  moft  zea* 
lous  vindicators  of  the  prance  of 
inoculation  on  the  continent  of 
Europe.  His  treatife  on  this  fub- 
jeA,  "  HtwadattM  juftiJUe^*  was 
.publifhedin  1754;  but  the  works 
which  rendered  him  the  moll  po- 
•pular  were,  his  **  Avis  au  Pcu/ik^*' 
and  his  treatifes  on  the  health  of 
literary  men,  and  of  people  of 
faihion. 


MAY. 

2^he  Recorder  pafled  fentcnce 
of  deith  on  Elizabeth  O'Connor,  for 
privately  ftealing  in  a  Ihop  j  James    nine 


Andrews,,  for  retumini;  from  tranf- 
portation;  William  l^oah,  James 
Barrow,  Henr^'  Butler,  John  Tull^ 
William  Ward,  and  William  Smith, 
for  houfe-breaking ;  Samuel  Chef« 
tcr  and  Thomas  Perry,  for  a  high- 
way robbery ;  Jarvjs,  for  privately 
flealing  a  quantity  of  wine;  and 
Thomas  Bennet,  for  forgery. — The 
feflions  was  then  adjourned  to  the 
31  ft  of  May. 

5th.  ,A  melancholy  accident  hap- 
pened this  evening  at  Plymouth. 
Two  young  ladies,  daughters  of 
Mr.  Sbephard,  furgeon,  of  the  dock- 
yard,  and  another  ladv  of  the  name 
of  Gregg,  were  playmg  on  one  of 
the  fhip's  yards,  which  was  at  the 
maft-houfe  to  be  repaired-,  when 
it  pave  wav  on  a  fudden,  and  the 
ladies  not  being  able  to  extricate 
themfelves,  rolled  over  them,  which 
occaiioncd  the  immediate  death  of 
the  two  first,  who  were  moft  fiiock- 
ingly  mangled ;  and  the  other  had 
her  leg  broken.  The  eldeft  of  the 
two  filters  was  about  the  age  of  fif- 
teen; and  the  other  only  in  her 
twelfth  year. 

7  th.  The  mutiny  was  renewed  at 
Spithead.  The  Cliannel  fleet  re- 
fufed  to-  put  to  fca,  under  the  pre- 
text that  government  did  not  mean 
to  fulfil  the  promifes  held  out 'by 
them  to  the  fallors ;  the  delegates 
re-aflembled,  and  fent  a  deputation 
to  the  London,  Admiral  Colpoys' 
fliip,  at  Portfmouth,  whom  the  Ad- 
miral refufed  to  admit  on  board, 
and  enforced  his  authority  by  or- 
dering the  marines  to  fire  into  the 
boat.  This  conduct  was  refented 
by  the  crew  of  the  London,  who 
immediately  depoied  the  Admiral, 
ftruck  his  flag,  and  hoifled  the  en- 
fign  of  defiance. 
This  evening,  between  eight  and 
ine  o'clock,  Mr.  Fryer,  of  Soulh- 
ampton 
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unpton-bnildings,  Holborn,  derk 
to  an  attorney,  accompanied  by  a 
young  lady,  his  coufin,  and  of  his 
own  name,  to  whom  he  was  foon 
to  be  married,  was  attacked  in  the 
iields,  near  White-Conduit  Houfe, 
by  three  footpads,  who  fhot  him 
through  the  head,  and  robbed  him 
of  his  watch  and  money.  The 
Bow-(hpeet  patrol,  who  were  with- 
in a  fliort  diftance  at  the  time,  on 
bearing  the  report  of  the  piftol, 
made  to  the  Ax>t,  where  they  found 
Mr.Fry^"  weltering  in  his  blood,  and 
whoin  afew  moments  after  expired. 
A  flick  with  a  fword  in  it,  and  with 
which  it  is  thought  he  made  fome 
fefiflance,  was  lymg  by  him. 

The  following  is  the  anfwer  re- 
t^^led  by  the  Lord  Mayor  to  the 
requifition  made  to  him  to  call  a 
common  hall :— > 
"  Gentlemen, 

•♦  Having  duly  confidered  the  re- 
<|ui£tion  f^ed  by  a  number  of  the 
livery  of  London,  dated  on  the 
29th  ult.  and  delivered  to  me  by 
you  on  the  3d  infbint,  wherein 
they^equest  of  me  ^^  to  call  a  com- 
iilbn  hall  on  ail  early  day,  to  take 
into  coniideratioD  the  report  of  the 
iherifTs)  communicated  to  the  Lord 
Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Livery,  in 
common  hall  aflembled,  on  Wed- 
nefday  the  12th  of  April  —  the  . 
grievances  brought  oh  you  by  a 
corrupt  fyftem  of  undue  infhience,< 
and  the  incapacity  of  his  Majefty's 
miniilers  —  to  fubmit  feveral  relo- 
htions  expreffive  of  the  fentiments 
contained  in  the  petition  of  the 
livery  (refolved  almoft  tinanimouf* 
ly)  to  be  prefented  to  the  King  on 
the  throne ;  and  of  a  motion  that 
vour  reprefentatives  in  parliament 
Iw  infinifted  to  move  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  or  fupport  fuch  mo* 
tion,  that  an  humble  addrefi  be 


prefented  to  his  Majefiy,  pnijing 
nim  to  difmifs  from  his  piefence 
and  councils  his  prefent  weak  and 
wicked  minifters,  as  the  mofl  likely 
means  of  obtsuning  a  fpeedy  and 
permanent  peace;"  I  rcqueft  of 
you.  Gentlemen,  to  inform  thofe 
who  iigned  the  rec{uifition,  that  I 
will  immediately  dire6t  the  ufual 
precepts  to  be  liRied  for  convening 
a  common  hall  of  the  liverymen 
of  this  city,  on  Thurfday  next,  the 
nth  inftant,  for  the  following  pur- 
pofes  :-^o  take  into  confideratioa 
the  report  of  the  (herifis,  commu- 
nicated to  the  Lord  Mayor,  Alder- 
men, and  Liverv,  in  common  hall 
afTembied,  on  Wednefday,  the  12th 
of  April  —  To  confider  of  feveral 
refolutions,  expreffive  of  the  fenti- 
ments contained  in  the  petition  of 
the  Hvery  (refolved  almoft  unani- 
moufly)  to  be  prefented  to  the 
King  on  the  throne ;  and  to  con- 
fider a  motion,  *  That  the  repre- 
fentatives of  this  city  in  parliament 
be  inftructcd  to  move  or  fupport 
fuch  motion,  thatan  humble  adarefs 
be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  pray- 
ing nim  to  difmiis  from  his  pretence 
and  councils  his  prefent  weak  and 
wicked  minifters,  as  the<moft  like- 
ly means  of  obtaining  a  fpeedy  and 
permanent  peace.' 

"Brook  Watsok,  Mayor. 
"  ToMff  r.  Reeve,  Jokt 

Ei/ee,  S.  Miller.*' 

1 1  th.  Another  conlmon  hall  was 
held  at  GuiidhaU  on  the  fubject 
previoufly  noticed,  when  feveral 
ftrong  refolutions  were  entered  in- 
to, declaratory  of  the  rights  of  the 
livery ;  aflerting,  *'  that  his  Majef- 
ty's  minifters  have  wantonly  plung- 
ed this  nation  into  an  unjuft  and 
unnecef&ry  war,  which  has  pro- 
duced a  feries  of  calamities  un- 
exampled in  hiftory ;  an. enormous 
incrcafe 
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increafc  of  public  debt ;  an  Hlarm* 
ing  diminution  of  our  trade  and 
manufactures;  an  abridgment  of 
our  rights  and  privileges  ;  a  fhame- 
ful  profufionot  our  national  wealth, 
by  fubiidizing  allies  abroad,  and 
fupporting  a  lyftem  of  corruption 
at  home,  to  the  deftruction  ofpub- 
lic  credit — thus  evincing  a  dijfpofi- 
tion  to  facrifice  the  blood,  treafure, 
and  liberties  of  the  kingdom,  in 
fupport  of  meafures  repugnant  to 
the  principles  of  the  conititutibn, 
derogatory  to  the  dignity  and  fafety 
of  the  King,  and  ineonliftent  with 
the  happinefs  of  the  people ;"  di- 
recting their  reprefentatives  in  par- 
liament to  move  for  an  addreis  to 
the  King,  *^  to  difmffs  his  prefent 
miniflers,  as  the  mod  likely  means 
of  obtaining  a  fpeedy  and  perma- 
nent peace  •"  and  concluding  with 

a  ceniure  on  the  Lord  Mayor,  who, 

^  by  diflblving  the  laft  common 

ball  on  a  frivolous  and  unfounded 

pretence  of  the  irrelevance  of  the 

refoiution  which  was  moved  to  the 

occafion  on  which  the  hall  was  af- 

fembled,  by  rcfuling  to  convene 

another  common  hall,  for  all  the 

purpofes  fpecified  on  a  like  frivo- 
lous and  unfounded  pretence  of 
.  the  livery  of  London,  not  being  a 

deliberative  body ;    and,  by  con- 
vening the  prefent  common  hall 

for  purpofes  fhort  of  thofe  which 

are  fpecified  in  the  requiiition,  has 
.  violated  the  rights  of  the  livery, 

has  fuffered  his  political  attachments 

to  warp  his  official  conduA,  and 
.proved  himfelf  to  be  utterly  unde- 

lerving  of  the  confidence  of  his 
.conilituents." 

Thefe  refobtions,  having  been 

carried  by  a  large  majority  of  the 

perfons  prefent,  were  ordered  to 

oe  publiihed  once  in  all  the  newf- 
;  papers  in  Great  Britain.  . 


13  th.  Tuefday  laft,  his  Moft  Stf- 
rene  Highnefs  the  Hereditary  Pri  ncc 
of  Wirtemberg  came  to  the  apart- 
ments prepared  for  the  reception 
of  his  Moft  Serene  Highnefs  at  St. 
James's. 

14.th.  A  dreadful  fire  broke  out 
yeflerday  morning,  at  three  o'clock, 
at  a  tobacconift's  fhop  in  the  High- 
ftrect,  in  the  Borough,  oppofite  the 
Marfhalfea  prifon,  which  raged  with 
great  fiiry  tor  fome  hours,  and  was 
at  length,  by  the  exertions  of  the 
firemen,  got  under  with  the  lofs  of 
the  Black  Bull  public-houfe,  a  pork- 
(hop,  a  pafhy-cook's  ihop,  and  a 
mercer's;  befides  doing  coniider- 
able  mifchief  to  two  rows  of  houfes, 
one  in  Maypole-alley,  the  other  in 
Redcrofs-alley,  both  immediately 
adjacent.  Verily  happily  no  lives 
were  lofl. 

A  f<|uadron  under  (he  command 
of  Rear  Admiral  Curtis,  arrived  at 
St.  Helen's,  from  Torbay,  and  the 
crews  of  feveral  of  the  (hips  imme- 
diately declared  themfelves  in  a 
fbite  of  mutiny,  and  fent  feveral  of 
their  officers  on  fhore ;  but  on  being 
informed  by  the  delegates  of  the 
Channel  fleet  that  Government 
had  complied  with  their  demands, 
they  returned  to  their  duty  tho- 
roughly fatisfied. 

By  the  report  of  the  Secret  Com- 
mittee of  the  Irifh  Houfe  of  Lords, 
it  appears  that  the  firfl  profcribed 
lift  made  out  by  the  confpirators, 
contained  the  names  of  30,000  per- 
fons, moft  of  whom  were  to  be  put 
to  death  ;  and  that  a  traitorous  cor- 
refpondence  has  been  carried  on 
between  the  leaders  of  the  United 
Iriftimen  and  the  French  govern- 
ment. 

The  following  article  appears 
among  the  papers  lately  feized  at 
Belfeft:— 
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RifOATS    TKOH   THS  BaROHIAL 

COMMITTEK^ 

Antrim,  22,922  X.  78     6     8 

Down,     -  16,000  40  11     8  J 

Deny,  .  -  M),000  -     8     5     9 

Tyrone,     -  6,860  ■ 

Anxiagh,  4,000  -     7     8     5 

Monaghan,  3,020  ■ 

Donegal,  5,000  -     9     9    7 

Cavan,     -  1,000  ^    ■ 

Meatb,      -  1,776  ■ 

Fermanagh,    2,000  — 

Louth,      -  2,060     . 


Total  Men,  74,638  X.  Ui-    2     \\ 

Paid  to  Antrim 

Prifoners,  -  Z.  78  6  8 
Down  ditto,  -  -  II  7  6 
Fermanagh  ditto,  -  7  JJ  3 
A  Dfilcgalc  of  Tyrone,    2^/6 


Z.  99  18  11 


Balance,  X.  44  3  2^ 
IBth.  Yefterday  afternoon  the 
ceremony  of  thp  nuptials  of  Frede- 
ric William,  Hereditary  Prince  of 
Wirtcmberg  Stutgardt,  with  Char- 
lotu  Auguila  Matilda,  Princdfs 
Royal  of  Ureal  Britain,  Lady  of 
the  Imperial  Order  of  St.  Cathe- 
line,  was  performed  in  the  Chapel 
Koyal,  St.  James's. 

About  one  o'clock  the  proceffion 
commenced.  It  was  led  oy  drums, 
trumpets,  kettle-drums,  the  ferjeant 
trumpeter,  and  mader  of  th«  cere- 
monies. 

\t  half-pail  one,  his  Serene  High- 
^^^  the  bridegroom  (dreflcd  in  a 
peach-coloured  fuit,  richly  embroi- 
dered) entered  the  chapel,  conduc- 
ed by  the  Lord  Chamberlain  and 
Vice -Chamberlain,  fupportcd  by 
tbe  Duke  of  Beaufort  and  Duke  of 
Ucds,  and  attended  by  Count  Zep- 


pelin, Baron  Rieger,  Lord  Malmef- 
bury,  and  Colonel  Fane— the  or- 
gan playing  Handel's  Overture  in 
Eflher. 

On  his  Serene  Highnels  taking 
his  feat,  the  Lord  Chamberlain,  &c. 
returned  for  the  Bride's  procefiion. 
Her  Royal  Highnefs  (fuperbly 
drefled  in  white  and  filver,  fcarlet 
mantle,    crimfon    velvet  coronet,  ^ 
with   a  broad  band,  and  a   large 
plume  of  diamonds,  decorated  with  * 
the  order  of  Saint  Catherine)  was 
fupported  by  the  Duke  of  Clarence, 
in  a  dark  brown  fuit,  richly  em- 
broidered, and  Prince   Ernefl,  in 
the  Hanoverian  uniform ;  her  train 
borne  by  the  bride -maids,  Lady 
Frances  Somcrfet,  daughter  of  the 
Duke  of  Beaufort ;    Lady   Mary 
Bentinck,  daughter  of  the  Duke  of 
Portland;  Lady  Caroline  Darner, 
daughter  of  the  Earlof  Dorchefter; 
and  Lady  Mary  Howe,  daughter  of 
Earl  Howe,  drefled  in  white.  Ladies 
Cathcart,  C.  Waldegrave,  C.  Finch,  . 
and  F.  Bruce,  were  the  attendants. 
During  the  entrance  of  her  Royal  ^ 
Highnefs's    proceifion,     Handel's ' 
Overture  was  played  in  like  manner  . 
as  when  that  of  the  Prince  entered 
the  chapel. 

The  next  proceffion  was  that  of 
the  King.— His  Majefty,  drefled  in 
a  dark  brown  fuit,  richly  embroi- 
dered, was  attended  by  the  Lords 
and  other  officers  of  his  houfehold. 
Lord  Privy  Seal,  Lord  Prefident  of 
the  Council,  Lord  Chancellor,  Duke 
©f  Portland,  Archbifliop  of  Canter- 
burv,  Archbifliop  of  York,  and  the 
Duke  of  ^Norfolk,  Earl  Marlkal  of 
England. 

The  Queen  then  entered,  attend- 
ed bv  the  officers  of  her  houfehold. 
Mer  Majefly  wa£  drefled  in  white, 
with  a  profufion  of  diamonds. 

The  Prince  of  Wales  was  next .' 
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in  the  proceffion,  attended  by  the 
officers  of  his  ellablKhment.  The 
drefs  of  his  Royal  Hi^hnefs  was  a 
fky-blue,  richly  embroidered  down 
the  feams,  and  decorated  with  a 
diamond  flar  and  epaulette. 

The  Princefs  of  Wales,  in  a  fil- 
ver  tiflue  tiain,  with  purple,  lilac, 
and  ereen  trimmings,  followed  her 
royal  hulband,  conduced  by  the 
Earl  of  Chohnondeley. 

The  Duke  of  York,  in  a  full  drefs 
fuit  of  regimentals,  and  his  royal 
Duchefs  in  an  elegant  drefs,  the 
body  and  train  of  lilac  filver  tiflue, 
and  the  petticoat  '  magnificently 
embroidered,  next  appeared,  and 
were  followed  by  the  Princefles, 
in  white,  according  to  their  feni- 
ority. 

The  Duke  of  Gloucefter,  and 
Prince  William,  were  in  full  uni- 
forms, and  the  Princefs  Sophia 
difjplayed  a  neat  and  elegant  drefs. 
'  The  maids  of  honour,  the  Peer- 
cfles  of  the  royal  houfeholds,  fol^ 
lowed  by  four  Yeomen  of  the 
Guard,  clofed  the  proceffion. 

Upon  entering  the  chapel,  all  the 
perions  that  were  in  the  pro- 
ceilion  retired  to  the  feveral  places 
appointed  for  them.  The  King 
and  Queei^  were  feated  in  chairs 
of  (late  on  the  right  and  left  of 
the  altar.  The  Prince  of  Wales 
ikt  next  to  his  Majefty ;  the  Prin- 
cefs of  Wales  was  on  the  left  of 
the  Queen ;  and  the  Princefles  oc- 
cupied feats  arranged  on  each  fide 
for  their  accommodation. 

The  royal  family  having  taken 
their  feats,  the  marriage-ceremony 
commenced.  It  was  performed 
by  the  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury, 
affifted  by  the  Archbifiiop  of  York ; 
/It  the  conclufion  of  whicn  the  bride 
^nd  bridegroom  retired  to  their 
VeatSy  when  the  anthem  was  per- 


formed^  The  proceffion  then  re. 
turned  to  the  drawing-room  in 
the  (ame  order  in  which  it  entered 
the  chapel,  the  band  playing  the 
march  in  Scipio. 

The  Prince  received  the  hand 
of  his ,  amiable  Princefs  from  his 
Majefly.  Her  Royal  Highnefs  was 
perfectly  colle^eci  and  unembar- 
rafled  during  the  performance  of 
the  ceremoiiy,  while  the  Princefles, 
her  flfters,  fhed  tears  of  feniibility 
and  affedtion  on  the  occaflon. 
Their  Majeilies  alfo  difcovered  an 
excefs  of  parental  feelings.  The 
whole  of  tne  ceremony  exhibited 
a  fcene  highly  awful  and  impref- 
live. 

The  heat,  owing  to  the  immenfe 
crowd,  was  fo  intenfe,  that  feveral 
ladies  were  overcome  by  it ;  and  it 
was  with  much  difficult  that  one 
of  the  bride-maids  was  prevented 
from  fainting  away. 

The  Stadtholder,  the  Princefs  of 
Orange,  and  their  attendants,  were 
accommodated  in  the  centre  of  the 
King's  gallery,  jacing  the  altar;  the 
other  parts  of  which  were  occupied 
by  the  Duchefs  of  Leeds,  Ducnefs 
of  Rutland,  and  her  two  daughters. 
Lady  Buckingham,  Lady  Stopford, 
and  feveral  other  females  of  dif- 
tindtion. 

The  orchefha  was  much  better 
contrived  on  this  occaflon  than  on 
that  of  the  marriage  with  the  Prince 
of  \^ales,  the  organ  being  placed 
direftly  over  the  altar. 

After  the  folemnization  of  the 
marriage,  the  queen  held  a  drawing- 
room,  which  was  attended  by  the 
whole  of  the  royal  family,  the  fo* 
reign  miniflers,  great  officers  of 
fhite,  and  a  numerous  and  brilliant 
afllemblage  of  the  nobility  of  both 
{exeSf  who  paid  their  refpe^ts  to 
their  Serene  Highnefles  the  Prince 
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and  Princefr  of  Wirtemberg,  on 
tisc  occafion  of  their  tinion.  The 
court  ciofed  at  half  pail  five,  when 
their  Majeflies  and  the  Princefles 
Augufb  and  Elizabeth  in  one  car* 
riage,  the  Prince  and  Princefs  of 
Wmemberg  in  a  travelling  poft- 
chaife,  and  the  other  prihcefles  in 
a  third,  ail  left  town,  with  their  at- 
tendants, for  Windfor  Lodge  to 
dinner. 

The  coronation  of  the  emperor 
Paul  I.  was  performed  at  Mofcow 
on  the  16th  ultimo.  His  imperial 
majefhr  was  to  leave  that  city  on 
the  14''th  inftant  to  make  a  journey 
(o  Aftracan.  The  emprefs  will  re- 
turn to  Peteriburg,  where  the  em- 
peror will  alfo  return  on  the  day  of 
St.  Peter  and  Paul.  After  the  ce- 
remony was  completed,  his  Majefty 
with  his  otirn  hand  threw  money 
among  the  people.  45,000  pieces 
of  filver  money,  each  of  the  value 
of  twenty-five  copecs,  were  coined 
for  this  occafion. 

The  following  are  the  rentals  of 
Irifh  efiates  belonging  to  noblemen 
who  generally  relide  in  England, 
viz. 

fur  cntHm 
Marquis  Donegal  -  Z.  48,000 
Marquis  Dowiuhire  24,000 
Marquis  Hertford  -  15,000 
Marquis  Lanfdowne  1 3,500 
Duke  of  Devonfhire  1 1 ,000 
Earl  Fitzwilliam  -  9,000 
Earl  of  Barrymore  -  7,500 
Vifcount  Montmorres  5,000 
Vifcount  Downe  -  7,000 
DubUn^  23.  The  following  no- 
tice, in  large  bills^  is  pofted  up  in 
the  ftreets  of  Dublin  :— 

**  Adjutant  -  General's  Office, 
20th  May,  1797. 

"  General  Orders.  —  In  obcdi- 
•'  cnce  to  an  order  from  the  Lord 
^  Lieutenant  and  council,    it  is 
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^  the  Commander  in  Chiefs  com* 
^  mand,  that  the  military  do  zBl, 
^  without  waiting  for  dire<^ions 
**  from  the  civil  magiftrate,  indif- 
^^  periing  any  tumultuous  aflem- 
**  olies,  or  perfons  threatening  the 
•*  peace  of  the  realm,  and  the  iafe- 
**  ty  of  the  lives  and  properties  of 
^  his  Majefty's  loyal  fubjeds  what- 
**  foever." 

With  fuch  method  is  the  mutiny 
carried  on  at  Sheernefs,  that  there 
is  in  every  fhip  a  committee,  con- 
iifHng  of  twelve  men,  who  deter- 
mine not  only  all  affairs  relative  to 
the  internal  managemen t of  the  vef- 
fel,  but  decide  on  the  merits  of  their 
refpef^ive delegates;  againf^whom, 
if  any  charge  can  be  &bfhintiated, 
they  infli^  a  fevere  puniiliment. 
Thefe  delegates  go  regularly  tytxj 
day  to^  Sheernefs,  where  they  holi 
their  conferences.  They  then  pa- 
rade the  ftreets  and  ramparts  of  the 
garrifon,  with  a  degree  of  triumph  • 
ant  infolence,  and  hoki  up  the 
bloody  flag  of  defiance  as  a  mark 
of  fcorn  to  the  military.  At  the 
head  of  thefe  men  marches  that  per- 
fon  who  is  confidered  tlie  aami- 
ral  of  their  fleet.  No  officer  has 
any  command  or  authority  what- 
ever. 
A  Board  of  Admiralty  went  to  Spit- 
head,  to  inveftigate  the  nature  of 
the  demands  of  the  mutinous  feamen 
belonging  to  the  ChanneKfleet. 

27.  The  mutineers  of  Sheernefs 
proceeding  to  very  alarming  a^^s  of 
violence,  blocked  up  the  entrance 
of  the  Thames,  hoifted  enfigns  of 
defiance,  and  compelled  ail  the 
fliips  of  war,  in  the  Medway,  and  at 
the  Norc,  to  join  the  flag  of  re- 
volt. 

29,  Lord  Spencer  offered  a  ge- 
neral pardon  to  the  niutineerjj  at 
Shccrnef^,  provided  they  returned 
in4in(?di- 
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Iinmediately  to  their  duty ;  which 
offer  was  rejefted. 

SI.  Several  fhips  belonging  to 
Admiral  Duncan's  fleet,  joined  the 
mutineers  at  the  Nore. 

The  Jhike  of  Wirtemberg  has  a 
library  at  Stutgard,  of  100,000  vo- 
lumes. His  Serene  Highnefs  is  a 
^great  collef^or  of  ancient  books, 
or,  as  a  French  writer  terms  it, 
tf  la  grand  furatr  des  livra  anciens, 
Heh^  often  travelled  in  purfuit 
of  them,  and  gives  liberal  prices. 
His  colle^licn  of  Bibles  is  unique ; 
they  amount  to  nine  thoufand,  all 
different  editions,  and  of  all  lan- 
guages; and  it  is  fuppofed  that 
uiU  three  thoufand  more  are 
vet  wanting  to  render  it  complete. 
This  library  contains  more  than 
two  thoufiand  volumes  printed  be« 
fore  the  year  1500y  and  a  complete 
coUeAion  of  the  memoirs  of  ail  fo- 
vereign  £unilies  and  towns. 

30.  The  gallant  General  Kof- 
ciufko  arrived  at  the  river  Thames 
on  board  a  Swediih  veffel,  attend- 
ed by  many  Folifh  officers,  who 
are  ^oing  with  him  to  America. 
He  IS  incurably  wounded  in  the 
head,  has  three  bayonet-wounds  in 
his  back,  and  part  of  his  thigh  car- 
Tied  away  by  a  cannon-Ihot ;  and, 
with  the  excruciating  torments 
thofe  wounds  occalion,  as  he  can- 
itot  move  himfelf,  he  amufes  his 
hours  with  drawing  landfcapes. 
He  fpcaks  with  the  moft  lively  gra- 
titude of  the  prefent  Emperor  of 
RufTia;  but  he  makes  great  com- 
plaint that  his  wounds  were  long 
iiegle«5led  after  he  was  made  pri- 
foner. 

.  2i.  Died  at  his  houfe  in  Ser- 
jeant's Inn,  in  his  eighty -fifth  year, 
Thomas  Coventr>',  tfq.  of  North 
Cray-pbcci  near  Bexlej,  in  Kent 


(which  eihte,  of  the  annual  value 
of  14001.  he  had  on  the  death  of 
the  Rev.  William  Hetherineton) 
one  of  the  benchers  of  the  inner 
Temple,  and  formerly,  for  many 
years,  fub-govemor  of  the  South 
Sea  Company.  His  eftates,  which 
are  confiderable,  defcend  to  his 
kinfman,  the  Earl  of  Coventry. 
He  was  fon  of  Thomas  Coventry, 
£fq.  a  Ruffia  merchant,  and  young- 
er brother  to  William  fifth  Earl  of 
Coventry,  father  of  the  prefent 
Lord  t  who,  confequently,  was  his 
firft  coufin,  and  to  whom  and  his 
family  he  has  bequeathed  a  confi- 
derable proportion  of  his  property. 
The  following  is  the  fubflance  of 
his  will:  To  his  great  nephew 
50,0001.  three  percent,  itock,  when 
he  is  twenty -four  years  old,  and^ 
if  he  dies  under  age,  to  be  divided 
between  the  blind  objeAs  of  Mr. 
Hetherington's  charity  and  Chrift's 
Hofpital;  to  Lord  Deerhurft  and 
his  feven  children  10,0001.  each  ;. 
to  Lord  Coventry  10,0001;  to  his 
eldeft  fon  bv  his  prefent  lady 
10,0001.  aud  his  youngeft  fon  by 
Her,  refiduary- legatee;  to  Mrs- 
Evans,  of  Quecn-fquare,  5001 ;  to 
her  brother,  Dr.  Evans,  prebendary 
of  Worcefter,  5001;  to  three  la- 
dies in  Worcefterfliire,  5001.  each. 
Mr.  Coventry's  remains  were  in- 
terred in  the  bencher's  vault  at  the 
Temple  church.  He  was  a  very 
amiable  and  beneficent  chara^er. 
When  his  friend,  Mr.  Hethering- 
ton,  above  mentioned,  at  his  death 
left  him  his  fortune,  he  faid^ 
*'  Why  has  he  done  this?  I  did  not 
want  it ;"  and  he  inllantly  gave  the 
legacies  and  benefactions  to  the 
piirpofes  of  the  teftator,  although 
he  might  have  retained  them  tor 
his  life. 

C.  Thk 
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2.  This  mornine  their  Serene 
Highnefles  fet  out  from  St.  James's 
for  Harwich,  on  their  way  to  Ger- 
iftany,  efcorted  by  a. party  ©flight  ' 
dragoons.  The  Prince  and  Prm- 
cefs  were  in  the  King's  travelling 
pod-chaifc ;  General  Garth  and  the 
Countefs  of  Aylelbuiy,  in  one  of 
the  Queen's  coaches,  and  the  atten- 
dants in  one  of  the  private  car- 
riages. Their  Serene  Highncflcs 
breakfafted  at  St.  James's,  and  fet 
off  from  the  Garden-gate.  The 
Princefs  was  dreiled  in  a  blue  rid- 
ing habit,  with  the  ftar  of  the  Ruf- 
fian Order  of  St.  Catherine  at  her 
breaft,  and  wore  a  firaw  bonnet. 
She  endeavoured  to  appear  cheer- 
ful ;  but  the  fauUering  accents  with 
which  (he  bade  her  attendants  and 
the  furrounding  multitude  farewell, 
befpoke  the  agitation  of  her  Se- 
rene Highnefs's  mind.  None  of 
the  Royal  Family  were  prefcnt,  as 
they  had  taken  leave  the  preced- 
ing night  at  twelve  o'clock.  The 
Pnncefs  Royal's  bill  for  a  grant 
of  annuity  of  30001.  per  annum, 
palled  the  Irifh  parliament. 

The  mutineer  Chef  d'Efcadre, 
R,  Parker,  who  was  a  little  (hop- 
keeper  in  Scotland,  came  into  the 
navy  about  two  years  ago,  in  the 
following  manner  :  Being  confined 
for  debt  in  Perth  gaol,  he  took 
the  parochial  bounty  of  30l.  to 
enter  as  a  volunteer,  and  with  this 
fum  he  procured  his  deliverance. 
Being  a  buflling  fellow,  he  very 
foon  after  became  a  petty  officer ; 
from  which,  however,  he  was  de- 
graded about  three  months  fince, 
for  mal-praftices,  and  turned  be- 
fore the  maft.     He  is  a  man  of 

I    a  iharp,  faturnine  vilage;  of  a  mid-. 

I     iie  (Ize,  neat  figure,  and  about  35 
Vol.  XXXIX. 


years  of  age  j  aiid  has  profited  by 
education  far  enough  to  bedome 
the  dangerous  member  of  the  com- 
munity we  now  behold  him  1 

5.  'the  Recorder  pailed  fentenca 
upon  thofe  who  had  been  convifti 
ed  this  fcffions  :— 

That  of  death  on  John  Harri- 
fon  and  William  Mackenzie,  for 
forgery;  John  Baker,  for  return- 
ing from  tranfportation }  Henry' 
ElTifon,  A.  Withers,  and  George 
Withers,  for  highway  robberies; 
W.  Bergin  and  Jofeph  Chafe,  for 
burglaries;  H.  B.  Palmer  and 
Maurice  Stamford,  for  counter- 
feiting ftamped  dollars.;  and  J. 
Lynfon,  for  a  burglary ;  E.  Jar- 
myn,  T.  prickett,  W.  Burke,  H. 
Smith,  T.  White,  R.  Calcott,  Mary 
Bergin,^  Samuel  Laws,  John  Boul- 
ton,  R.  Williams,  T.  Chlriey,  and 
Elizabeth  Stirling,  to  be  tranfport- 
cd  for  feven  years.  Three  were 
fentenced  to  be  confined  one  5  ear 
in  Newgate,  and  fix  for  fix  months* 
--Jofeph  Wheeler  and  William 
Wneeler,  his  fon,  were  tried  upon 
a  charge  of  Healing,  or  receiving, 
knowing;  it  to  be  fiolen,  a  large 
piece  of  timber. 

One-and-twenty  of  the  moll  re- 
fpectable  perfons  in  the  parifh, 
where  the  old  man  is  now  church-, 
warden,  appeared  to  their  charac- 
ters, and  ipoke  of  them  in  the 
higheil  terms.— The  Jury  were 
out  three  hours  and  a  quarter,  and^ 
on  their  return  acquitted  the  fon, 
and  pronounced  the  father  guilty, 
who  was  immediately  fentenced  to 
fix  months  impriir  i  mcnt,  and  ta 
be  fined  one  hundred  pounds. 

Ye^erday  morning,  about  eight 
o'clock,  Martin  Clinch  and  James 
Maclay  were  executed  in  the  Old 
Bailey,  purfuant  to  their  fentence^ 
for  the  witfui  miu:der  of  Sydney 
C  ?ryer» 
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iFrycr,  Efq.  m  tljic  wUh  of  St. 
Mary,  Iflington.  The  platform 
accidentally  dropped  before  the 
caj5s  were  pulled  over  the  faces 
of  tlic  criminals ;  ia  confequcnce 
of  which  a  moft  fhocking  fpe^tacl^ 
prefented  itfclf  to  the  multitude 
for  fcveral  minutes. 
'  Four  na;val  officers  went  up  the 
Mcdway  on  Wednefday  night  in 
»'  boat  tp  Rochefter.  They  had 
all  been  ducked,  which  is  a  curious 
ceremony,  on  board  the  Sandwich. 
—  They  tie  the  unfortunate  vic- 
tims feet  together,  and  their  hands 


fion  of  80,0001.  which  he  received 
with  our  Princefc  RoyUl,  was  in- 
verted laft  week  in  the  5  per  cents, 
where  it  now  ftands  as  flock,  value 
165,0001.  Tlie  truftecs,  in  whofc 
hands  the  dowry  of  the  Princcfs  of 
Wirtemberg  is  vefted,  arc  the  Lord 
Chancellor, Mr.  Pitt,  Sir  JohnCoxc 
Hippcfley,  and  Mr.  Coutts. 

12lh.  ThibCvcningCapt.Hcarnc, 
of  the  Prince  of  Wales  packet,  arriv- 
ed at  the  Admiralty,  with  an  ac- 
count of  the  fafe  arrival  at  Cuxha- 
ven,  on  Monday  night,  at  nine 
o'clock,  of  their  Serene  Highncflcs 


together,  and  put  their  bed  at  theix    the  Prince  and  Princefs  of  Wirteni' 

Back,  making  it  faft  round  them,    berg,  in  good  health  and  fpirits, 

at  the  fame  time  adding  an  eighteen 

pounder   "bar-fliot  to  bring  them 

down.  They  afterwards  make  them 

fad  to  a  tackle  fufpcnded  from  the 

yard-arm;  and  hoiftingthem  nearly 

up  to  the  block,  all  at  once  let  go, 

and  drop  them  foufe  into  the  iea, 

where  they  remain  a  minute,  and 


A  monument  in  Weftminfter- 
Abbey,  executed  attbe  coftof  Al- 
bany '  Wallis,  Efq.  was  this  day 
opened  to  public  view.  Garrick 
is  reprefented  at  full  length,  in  an 
animated  pofition,  throwing  afidc 
a  curtain,  which  difcovers  the  me- 
dallion of  the  great  Poet  whom  he 


then    are    again  hoiiled    and    let    has  iiluftrated ;  while  Tragedy  and 
down  alternately,    till    there    are    Comedy,  adorned  with  theicrefncc 


Scarce  any  figns  of  life  remaining. 
After  this  tliey  hoill  them  up  by 
tfie  heels,  for  tlic  purpofe  of  get- 
ting the  water  out  of  their  llo- 
machs,  and  ufually  put  them  into 
tlicir  hammocks.  '  In  this  inllance, 
however,  they  put  them  on  board 
the  boat,  and  ordered  the  mailer 
to  convey  them  fafe  on  {horc,  or 
his  life  (hould  anfwer  for  it. 


tive  emblems,  and  half  featcd  on 
a  pedeftal,  feem  to  approve  the 
tfibutc.  The  infcfiption,  by  Mr. 
Pratt,  is  as  follows  : 

Tc  the  Mtmvy  ^  Dmd  Gam'ck^ 

tek  dtcd  'in  the  Year  1779, 

at  the  Jge  cf63. 

To  paint  fair  nature,  by  divine  coromandf 


An  Extraordinary  Gazette  was    Her  jnagic  pcucil  in  his  giowmg  hand 

J,    i_vn.   J  iu*  '  i.  •    •  A  Shakffpcarc  role— Then,  to  expand  hn 

f>ublifhed  this  evenmg,  contaming        '^     f^ims 

his  Majcfty*s  proclamation,  for- 
bidding all  intercourfe  with  the 
rrcws  of  the  fhips  declared  to  be 
in  a  flate  of  rebellion,  either  per- 
fonally,  by  letter,  or  otherwife,  on 
pain  of  death.  —  Forturu^tely,  this 
urong  mcafure  has  rcilorcd  tran- 
quillity. 
'  The  Duke  of  Wirtemberg *spor- 


Wide  o'er  this  breathing  world,  a  Garrici: 

came*. 
Though  funk.  In  death  the  formi  tbe  Poet 

drew, 
The  a£lor*s  genius  bade  them  breathe  ane«. 
Though y  like  the  Bard   himfeif,  in  ntgoc 

they  lay, 
Immortal  Garrick  cxll'd  them  back  to  day, 
And  till  Eternity,  with  pow*r  fublimf. 
Shall  mark  the  mortal  hour  of  hoary  1  irt>f» 

Shake- 
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SbakrfpfJire  and  GarHck    like  x.\v\a  ftars 

And  ^crtb  irradiate  vith  a  beam  tlivlnc. 
This  monumti^tj  the  tribute  cf  a  friend^ 

H.  The  mutiny  at  the  Nore  ter- 
minated, and  Parker,  the  principal 
of  the  mutineers,  and  his  co-dele- 
gates, were  taken  inlocuftody. 

24th.  The  meeting  of  the  liverv 
this  day  at  Guildhall  was  the  molt 
numerous  and  refpjcctable  ever 
aifembled  on  any  occafion.  The 
election  of  fherifFs  called  up 
the  exertions  of  both  parties. 
The  popular  party  was  tortificd 
by  the  appearance  of  the  Earl 
cT  Lauderdale,  who  a  few  days  fince 
purchafed  his  freedom,  and  became 
a  member  of  the  needle-maker's 
company,  in  order  to  qualify  him 
lo  be  a  candidate.  Mr.  S.  F.  Wad- 
dington  joined  the  Earl ;  and  their 
pretenlions  were  fupported  by  a 
ftrong  party  of  friends.  Sir  Wil- 
liam Heme  and  Mr.  Alderman 
Williams  were  fucceffively  nomin- 
ated. The  fliow  of  hands  for  each 
of  them  was  fo  great,  as  to  leave 
no  poffible  room  for  doubt  upon 
the  final  ifflie.  The  fevcral  gen- 
tlemen who  had  been  drank  to  for 
flieriffs  by  the  prefent  and  former 
lord  mayors,  and  who  have  not 
been  difcharged  by  fine  or  fervice, 
^ere  put  up  m  fuccelfion,  and  pal- 
fcd  over  with  little  notice.  James 
Maitland,  Earl  of  Lauderdale,  citi- 
zen and  needle -maker,  was  then 
propofed,  and  a  confiderable,  biit 
^cry  infufficient  number  of 'hands 
^'as  held  up  in  his  favour.  The 
noble  Lord,  then  endeavoured  lo 
•ddrefs  the  meeting  ;  but  the  cry 
of  off!  off!  with  a  loud  chorus  of 
nifles  and  groans,  prevented  him. 
His  Lordihip's  name  was  then  put 
^pa  f^cond  time,  but  with  no  bet- 
ter fuccefs.     Mr.  Waddiugtou  was 


then  propofed)  9nd  h^d  a  fimikr 
fhow  of  hands  with  Lord  Lauder- 
dale. The  flier iffs  then  decided 
the  ele6fcion  ^ad  fallen  on  Sir  Wil- 
liam Heme,  Knight,  and  Robert 
Williams,  jun.  Efq.  The  iherilis 
eled  expreflcd  their  thanks  in  a 
Ihort  fpeech.  The  Lord  Mayor 
and  Aldermen  having  r^iuroed  tD 
the  huftings,  Mr.  Stoncftreet  cajpe 
forward  lo  ])roi)ofe  a  vote  of  llianks 
to  the  chiet  ma^iftrate,  but  was  not 
able  to  obtain  a  hearing.  Mr. 
Edward  Kemble  then  prefent- 
ed  himfelf;  but  he  was  equally 
unfuccefsfiil.  The  Lorti  RJayor 
then  addrefled  the  meeting;  a(Rir* 
ing  them  he  was  fufliciently  gra- 
tified by  the  confcioufnefs  of  a 
fteady  endeavour  to  difcharge  his 
duties ;  and  recommended  that  the 
queflion  (liould  not  be  put.  It  was 
moved  and  carried. 

The  King  lias  ifllicd  his  warrant  to 
empower  Mr.  Boulton,  of  Soho,  to 
execute  a  confiderable  copper  coin- 
age of  penny  and  twopenny 
pieces. 

The  wife  of  Richard  Parker  ycf- 
terday  prcfented  a  petition  to  the 
Earl  of  Morton,  to  be  delivered  to 
the  Queen,  in  favour  of  her  un- 
fortunate huflband:  flie  exprefled 
an  earncft  defire  to  the  attendants 
in  the  -  guard  -  chamber  that  the 
might  liave  an  anfwer  from  her 
Majefty,  faying,  if  his  life  could 
be  fpared,  flie  would  freely  give. a 
thoufand  guineas.  Her  deport- 
ment was  becoming  her  unhappy 
fituation.  She  was  drefied  in  a 
black  filk  gown  and  white  petti- 
coat, a  fcai*f  mode-clok«,  purple 
fhawly  a  black  chip  bonnet,  and  n 
deep  gsuzft  veil.  She  appeared  to 
be  about  forty  years  of  age.  An 
acquaintance,  who  came  with  her, 
took' her  away  in  a  hackney  coach. 
30.  Parker  the  mutineer,  was 
C2  tbid 
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this  day  executed  oa  board  the 
Sandwich^  at  Black(hkes. 

23.  DIED.  At  his  houfe  in  Dovcr- 
ftrcet,  Piccadilly,  aged  65 ,  Richard 
Warren,  M.  D.  phyfician  to  his 
Majclly  •  and  the  Prince  of  Wales. 
He  died  of  fpafms  in  his  ftomach, 
very  unexpeftedly,  at  a  moment 
when  Sir  George  Baker  and  Dr. 
Pit  cairn  were  moft  fanguine  in  their 
hopes  of  his  recovery,  and  when 
the  anfwers  to  enquiring  friends 
were  mod  favourable.  His  com- 
plaint had  been  a  violent  eryfipelas, 
or  St.  Anthony's  fire  in  his  head. 
The  public  in  general,  as  well  as  a 
numerous  family,  will  fudain  an 
irreparable  lofs  in  the  death  of  this 
able  and  acute  phyfician,  who  had 
been  many  years  at  the  head  of 
the  beft  pra6^ice  in  the  metropo- 
lis, —  He  was  tire  fon  of  a  digni- 
fied clergyman  at  Cambridge, 
and  brought  up  to  the  church; 
and  was  engaged  as  tutor  to  the 
only  fon  of  the  late  Dr.  Peter 
Shaw,  an  eminent  phyfician.  The 
voung  Shajv  (liewing  no  turn  for 
i|iftru6lion,  or  regard  for  learning, 
his  ^(her  taught  the  profefiion  to 
his  fon*s  preceptor,  and  gave  him 
alfo  his  only  daughter  and  his  for- 
tune; and  he  immediately  fucceeded 
to  his  bufinefs.  He  is  laid  to  have 
received  in  the  courfe  of  one  day, 
fees  to  the  amount  of  ninety-nine 
guineas;  and  to  have  died  worth 
upwards  of  I50,000l;  and  that  he 
made  8OOOI.  a-year  ever  iince  the 
Regency.  The  following,  we  un- 
derftand,  are  the  principal  among 
the  bequclls  of  his  will :  To  his 
Widow,  during  her  life,  his  houfes 
in  Dovcr-ftreet  and  Hertfordshire, 
wiih  all  their  fixtures  and  furniture, 
and  hi«  landed  eftate  of  SOOOl.  a- 
vcar  ;  to  his  two  daughters  10,(^)1. 
each;  to  his  eldeft  fon  10,0001. 
payable  iiiaiicdiately,  v.'ith  the.  re- 


verfion  of  the  houfes  and  eftatc 
after  his  mother's  death;  and  to 
each  of  his  other  f«ven  fons  6OOOI. 
afligning  as  a  reafon  for  leaving 
them  no  more,  that  he  had  given 
each  of  them  a  profeffion,  and  ad- 
vanced them,  in  his  life- time,  as 
ftr,  in  their  refpeftivc  profeffions, 
as  he  could.  His  widow  is  his 
r^fiduary  legatee.  As  phyficicn' 
in  ordinary  to  the  King  and  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  he  is  fucceeded 
by  Dr.  Turton,  who,  as  phj^fician 
extraordinary  to  the  King,  is  fuc- 
ceeded by  Dr.  Reynolds. 

20.  In  Chariotte-ftreet,  Bloomf- 
bury,GeorgeKeate,Efq.F  R.S.A.S. 
he  was  articled  9s  a  clerk  to  the  late 
Mr.  Palmer,  fteward  to  the  Duke  of 
Bedford ;  whence  he  removed  to 
the  Inner  Temple,  but  never  prac- 
tifcd  the  law.  He  publiflicd  "An 
Account  of  the  Government,  Hif- 
tory,and  Laws,  of  Geneva,  1761," 
8va;  "  The  Temple  Student,  an 
Epiftic  to  a  Friend,  ll65y"  Uo ; 
"  Ferney,  an  Epiftle  to  M.  de  Vol- 
taire," 1768,  4to;  "  The  Monu- 
ment in  Arcadia,  a  dramatic  Poem, 
in  twoAas,  1773," 4to;  "Sketches 
from  Nature,  taken  and  coloured 
in  a  Journey  to  Margate.  Publiflied 
from  the  original  defign,  in  two 
volumes,  1773,"  in  VJmo.  In  1781 
he  publifhed  his  poetical  works,  iu 
two  vols.  ll2mo,  with  a  dedication 
to  Dr.  Heberden,  and  an  excellent 
likenefs  of  himfdf  by  Pott  and 
Sherwin.  Perhaps  the  "  Account 
of  the  Pel'jw  Illand?,"  which  he 
drew  up  and  publiflied,  1788,  in 
4to,  is  a  more  lafting  monument 
to  his  fame  than  all  the  preceding 
ones.  *♦  Obfervations  on  the  Ro- 
man Earthen -ware  found  in  theSca 
on  the  Kcatifh  Ccaft,"  in  Archae- 
ologia,  VI.  125. 

'J  i  ll.  A  t  hi-  feat  at  Plaftow,  Kent, 

Peter   Ifaac    Theliuflbn,    Efq.    of 

brodfworth. 
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Brodfworth,  in  the  count  v  of  York,  brought  in  their  verdift  Lunacjr.  -- 
The  extraordinary  will  of  this  gen-  Mr.  Thornloa  was  a  near  relative  to 
tleman,  is  given  m another  fart  of    '^'^  ''*-  ^"^^  .^f  R.-tlnnH 


the  volume. 


JULY. 

4.lh.  ,The  body  of  Parker  the  mu- 
tineer, whi(^h  was  taken  out  of  the 
new  naval  burj'ing-ground  atSheer- 
nefs,  was  brought  to  the  Hoop  and 
Horfe-llioe  public  houfe,  Queen - 
flreet,  Little  Tower-hill,  on  Satur- 
day evening.  So  large  a  concourfe 
of  perfons  allemblfd  before  the 
houie  next  dav,  that  a  party  of  con- 
ftables  were  uationed  there,  in  or- 
der to  keep  the  mob  from  breaking 
into  the  houfe ;  and  the  corpfe  in 
the  afternoon  was  removed  to  the 
workhoufe  in  Nijhtingalc-lane,  by 
order  of  the  panfh-officers.  Mrs. 
Parker  was  taken  before  the  fitting 
magiftrates  in  Lamberl-flreet,  and 
examined  touching  the  object  of 
her  taking  up  the  body.  Her  an- 
fiver  was,  **  For  the  purpofe  of  a 
more  decent  interment.^'  It  was 
buried  this  morning  early,  in  the 
vault  of  Whitechapel  churc?h. 

6th.  Lee,  Coffy,  and  Eranning, 
three  marines,  were  fliot  at  Ply- 
mouth  for  having  endeavoured  to 
excite  a  mutiny  in  their  corps. 
M'Ginnis,  another  marine,  fen- 
tenced  to  1000  lafhes  for  being  con- 
cerned  wil^  them,  received  500  in 
part. 

9th.  About  feven  o'clock  in  the 
evening,  Robert  Thornton  Efq. 
chief  clerk  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, put  an  end  to  his  exiftence 
with  a  piftol,  at  his  apartments  in 
*  North  Earl-ftrcet.  tio  motive  can 
be  conjectured  for  this  ra(h  and  me- 
lancholy cataftrophe!  The  <ioro- 
ncr's  jury  fat  on  his  remains,  and 


the  late  Duke  of  Rutland. 

The  following  is  a  comparative 
flatement  of  the  porter  brewed  by 
the  twelve  firfl  London  brewers, 
for  the  years  1796  and  1797, 
ending  on  the  5th  of  July  cacTi 
year  :— 

1796. 

Whitbread 


-  202,000 
Thrale  .  -  -  -  137,810 
Shum  -  -  .  .  110,700 
Hanburv  -  -  -  109,170 
Felix  Calvert  -  -  97,550 
Goodwyn  -  -  -  D7,580 
Meux  ...  -  103,790 
John  Calvert  -  -  68,000 
Clowes  -  -  -  55,770 
Elliot  .  -  -  .  58,250 
Cox  and  Co.  -  -  42,110 
Slevcnfon     -     -     -       45,800 

1797. 
Whitbi-ead   -     -     -     192,746 
Thrale     -     -     -     -     141,590 
Shum      .     -     -     .     119,820 
Hanbury      -     -     •     117,180 
Felix  Calvert     -     -     101,760 
Goodwvn     -     -     -       in,750 
Meux   '  -     -     -     -       93,400 
John  Calvert     -     -       70,090 
Clowes    .     .     -     -       .'58,680 
Elliot       ...     -       5  5,  SCO    ' 
Cox  and  Co.     -     -       4G,loO^ 
Stevenfon    -     -     -       45,810 
13th.  The  principal  trials  bv-iR^ 
over,  the  recorder  proceeded  to  pa/s 
fentence    on  thoic  whp  had  bcqn 
convidted ;  namely,   that  of  death 
on  fourteen ;  one  was  ordered  to  t)e 
ti-anfported  fourl<;en  vcars,  and  (c^ 
ventecn  to  be   tranlported  fevcn 
yeais ;.  ten  '  to  bfe  confined  for  o^ie 
year   In  Newgate,    nine    for    fix 
months,  and  one  for  three  nionfhs. 
The  feihons  were  then  adjouriid^  ^ 
16th.  A  moft  Rielancholy  acci- 
dent happened  this    night,' about 
0  3  -  '  clever 
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panicd  the  breaking  out  of  the 
flames,  it  feems  highly  probable 
that  the  accident' was  occationed  by 
the  lightning.  ' 

Several  of  the  failors  engaged  in 
the  late  difei*aceful  mutiny,  were 
executed  in  the  courfeof  this  month. 

The  number  of  arms  taken  from 
the  people  in  the  north  of  Ireland, 
not  mcluding  thofe  feized  in  confc- 
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eleven  o'clock.  As  the  three  Mr. 
Taylors,  two  of  whom  are  clerks  in 
the  office  for  foreign  affairs,  the 
other  aid -de-camp  to  the  Duke  of 
YorBJ  were  coming  to  town  from 
Richmond  in  a  fmall  wherry  with  a 
fiil,  which  they  had  built  for  their 
amufemeat,  the  boat  overfet  near 
Kew,  by  ftriking  a^gainft  a  barge> 
and  all  three  tumbled  overboard. 
Mr.  B.  Taylor  got  on  fliore  unhurt; 
Mr.  Herbert  Taylor  was  brought 
on  il^ore  with  little'figfis  of  life,  but 
has  fince  recovered  by  the  meam 
recommended  by  the  Humane  So- 
ciety; and  Mr.*  William  Taylor 
was  drowned,  and  his  bod^  is  not 
yet  found.  'The  latter  had  lately 
returned  with  Mr.  Hammond  froni 
Vienna,  to  whom  Re  alfled  as  fccrc- 
tsrV-,  nnd'was  much  eileemcd  by  all 
wno  had  the  plcafur^  of  knowing 
'  Wm.  T^e  night  was  extremely 
dark  and.tempcihious. 

1 8rh.  This  ni^ht  a  terrific  ftorm  of 
thunder  and  lightning,'  attended  by 
a  very  heavy  rain,  was  felt  in  the 
metropolis.  It  be^an  in  the  fouth- 
Weft  parts  of  the  kingdom,  and  has 
done  confiderable  (laniage. 

19th;  Early  this  morning,  during 
the  prevalence  of  the  thuiider-ftonn, 
a  firebrbkc  out  in  thehoufe  of  Lord 
Sjt.  Helen,  "in  Great  RufTel-ftreet, 
Koomftur)',  whiclh  entirely  con- 
fumed  il,  and  confiderably  damaged 
that  of  Sir  George  Young,  adjom- 
ing.  1 1  broke  out,  not  in  the  bed- 
chamber, but  in  a  room  adjoining, 
where  his  Lordfhip  was  writing, 
with  his  back. partly  turned  towards 
a  window,  the  curtains  ,of  which 
fuddenly  bur  ft  out  into  a'  flame, 
which  fpread  itfelf  in  a  few  minutes 
into  every  part  of  the  room.  From 
the  pofition  of  the  candles  on  the 
writing- table, -and  the  ruftling  noife 
and  fmeil  of  fulphur  which  ^iccom- 


qucnceof  General  Lake's piiiciama- 
tion,  are  as  follow ;  mufkels  1 0,600, 
bayonets  1984-,  piftols  726,  fwords 
608,  pikes  14-19. 

IVorccJier,  20th.  In  beg^nr.mg  the 
repairs  of  our  cathedral,  the  tomb 
which  ftood  in  the  nave,  near  the 
chancel,  to  comm.emoiatc  the  in- 
terment of  king  John,  was  propos- 
ed to  be  removed  to  a  more  con- 
venient place;  but,  to  tlie  aftonifli- 
ment  of  the  workmen,  a  ftone  cof- 
fin was  difcovcred  at  "the  bottom, 
level  vyith  the  floor,  which,  on  care- 
fully examining  it,  was  found  to 
contain  the  remains  of  the  king. 
From  the  great  length  of  time  the 
body  had  oeen  depofitefd  (fo  long 
fince  as  the  year  1216)  nothing  but 
conjecSbiral  ideas  could  be  formed 
as  to' the  veftment.*?,  &:c.  Part  of 
the  robe  was  firm  in  its  texture,  but 
of  what  colour  could  not  be  afcer- 
tained.  What  was  dlfcovercd  of 
the  body  appeared  to  be  nearly  in 
the  fame  pofition  as  the  figure  on 
the  top  of  the  tomb-ftone,  and, 
from  the  length  of  the  cotiin,  mca- 
fured  five  feet  fix  inchesand  ahalf. 
Part  of  a  f\^'ord  was  lying  by  his  left 
fide,  which  time  had  much  moul- 
dered ;  and  the  leather  flitath  was 
nearly  in  ,the  fame  fhte :  the  moft 
perfeft  part  was  towards  the  bot- 
tom of  the  legs  and  feet^  on  which 
appeared  a  kind  of  half  boot.  A 
quantity  of  a  fort  of  white  paft?  lay 
iii  two  or  three  lunjps  on  a-d  be- 
low 
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low  the  belly,  which  it  may  be  fup- 
poied  had  been  poured  into  the 
body  en  the  heart  and  bowels  being 
taken  owl.  On  breaking  a  piece  of 
this  pal^c,  it  was  mixed  with  the 
Ikeletons  of  ma^eots  and  flies,  of 
which'  vaft  xjuantities  lay  t)n  and 
ihcut  the  body ;  and  on  the  right 
cheek  of  the  fkull  there  was  a  fliarp 
point  about  half  an  inch  long,  and 
lomc  grey  hairs  appeared  under 
part  or  the  cap,  which  had  fitted 
the  head  very  tight,  and  feemed  to 
have  been  buckled  under  the  chin, 
part  of  the  ftraps  remaining,  Tlie 
robe  had  the  appearance,  in  fomc 
parts,  cf  having  been  embroidered, 
•particularly  on  the  right  knee.  No 
bones  of  the  fingers  were  to  be 
found.  One  point  afcertained  i% 
that  the  body  certainly  wsis  dcpo- 
lited  here,  and  not  in  the  moreeaf- 
tern  part  of  the  church,  as  was  fup- 
pofed;  and  the  extraordinary  cir- 
cumftance  of  there  being  no  me- 
morandum or  record  of  the  place  of 
mtermerit  in  the  archives  or  the  ca- 
thedral is  now  obviated.  The  dean 
and  chapter  gave  orders  that  the 
curiofity  of  the  people  fhould  be 
gratified  as  far  as  could  be  done  con« 
fiftently  with  fafety ;  but  the  con- 
courfc  from  all  parts  becoming  fo 
great,  it  was  deemed  proper  to 
clofe  the  tomb  again  on  Tuefday 
afternoon.  It  was  obferved  by  the 
mafons  that  the  coffin  was  cut  out 
of  Higley  ftone;  but  there  was  no 
other  top  to  it  than  two  elm-boards, 
which  were  perfectly  found. 

The  quantity  of  ftrong  beer 
brewed  in  this  country  has,  within 
thefe  few  years,  very  cpnfiderably 
increafed,  notwithftanding  the  war, 
as  will  be  fcen  by  the  following 
ftalcment: 

In  1797,     ....     1,71  r,543  barrels. 
*°  '79»j  a  year  of  peacr,  1,1^64,240  dicto. 

347*303 


28th.  The  London  Correfpond* 
ing  Society  afTembled  in  a  field  near 
St.  Pancrasjto  vote  a  petition  to  the 
King,  and  to  enter  into  refolutions 
relative  to  the  prefent  ftate  of  the 
country;  but  their  proceedings 
were  interrupted  by  the  magiftrates, 
who  arrefted  the  principal  fpeakers^ 
and  kept  them  in  cullody  until  they 
procured  bail. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the 
petition,  as  far  as  they  were  per- 
mitted to  read  it  :— 

TO  THE  KING. 

THE    PETITION    AND    REMON- 
STRANCE   OF    THE  LONDON  COR- 
RESPONDING SOCIETV. 

Sir,  •    - 

From  the  difregard  Trhich  .our 
former  petitions  and  remonftraiices 
to  your  Majefty  have  experience^, 
wherein  we  have  reprefented  the 
extreme  diftrefs  and  mifery  under 
which  the  great  body  of  tKe  peoples 
languiflies  by  the  arbitrary  and  op,- 
preflive  mea'fures  of  your  minifters, 
we  are  ftill;  as  heretof^ore,  induced 
to  fuppofe  that  thofe  petiticms  and 
rem.onftranccs  have  either  been  en- 
tirely kept  from  your  knowledge, 
or  depnved  of  their  due  weight 
with  your  Majefty  by  the  machina- 
tions of  thofe  miniftcrs. 

We  forbear,  however,  on  this 
occafion  to  renew  our  petition '.for 
their  difmiflal ;  conceivmg  it  would 
be  in  fome  degree  arrogant,  and  ^C- 
furedly  nugatory,  for  this  Society 
fo  to  petition,  having  fcen  that  not 
even  the  united  voice  of  thcwhok 
country  (lately  and  unequivocally 
expreried)  has  been  able  to  effe<^i 
the  fahitary  convi(flion  on  your 
mind,  that  their  meafures  hav6 
comfjletely  deftroved  the  order, 
happinefs,  and  profperity  of  Uielti 
kingdoms,  and  hare  confcquently 
a  hoftile  tendency  to  your  perfort 
C  4  aiid 
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and  government ;  that  they  are  at 
length  become  obje£ls  of  ferious 
execration  to  all  ranks  and  defcrip- 
tions  of  pcrfons,  the  baneful  effedb 
of  their  deleftable  oppreiHon  hav- 
ing gradually  extended  from  the 
peafant  and  cottager  to  the  mecha- 
"nic,  from  the  mechanic  to  the 
tradefman,  and  fo  upwards  through 
every  clafs  in  the  community  (fave 
only  that  which  flattens  on  the  pub- 
lic fpoil,  and  whofe  fplendor  and 
luxury  increafe  in  tlie  fame  propor- 
tion with  the  mifcrics  of  every  o- 
ther)  threatening  in  their  direiul 
career  foon  to  involve  the  whole 
empire  in  one  common  ruin. 

We  truft  we  have  fufficiently  ef- 
tabliihed)  on  a  former  occafipn,  our 
rights  not  only  to  petition  and  re^ 
monflrate,  but  to  demand  attention 
to  our  petitions  and  remonftrances, 
by  then  referring  to  that  memora- 
ble event,  the  Revolution  of  J  688, 
which  fecurcd  the  enjoyment  of 
that  right  i  and  to  the  acceffion  of 
'  the  houfe  of  Hanover,  when  that, 
jimongft  other  rights,  was  fo  fo- 
lemnly  recognized  by  your  prede- 
ceflbr,  and  the  maintaining  of  which 
was  flipulated  as  the  exprefs  and 
,only  condition  on  which  tne  throne 
of  thefe  kingdoms  could  be  held, 
or  the  allegiance  of  the  people 
warranted, 

Notwithflanding,  therefore,  the 
difrerard  our  addrcfles  to  your  Ma- 
jefty  have  hitherto  experienced,  we 
yet  feel  it  a  facred  duty  to  ourfelves 
and  to  our  fellow  citizens,  again  tp 
renew  our  petitions  and  rpmon- 
ilrances  (ihe  more  urgently  when 
th ,  public  calamities  have  fo  great- 
ly ncreaft  d  as  they  have  done,  even 
within  thefe  two  years  fincc  we  laft 
^ddrefled  your  Majcfty)  and  to 
perfcvere  therein  until  they  fliall 
toave  excited  that  due  regard  to  the 


long  and  patient  fufferings-  of  « 
much  injured  people,  which  may 
timely  interpole  to  prevent  more 
civil  convuluons,  which  the  con- 
temptuous neglect  of  jufl  com- 
plaints, and  the  confe^uent  defpair 
of  redrefs  to  real  grievances,  are 
calculated  to  produce. 

We  fhall  not  dwell  long  on  the 
accumulated  miferies  engendered 
by  the  prefent  cruel  and  difaftrous 
war,  feeing  that  your  Majefty  has 
once  more  afforded  the  pleaiing 
profpeft  of  a  termination  to  its 
horrors  by  the  negotiation  now 
pending.  We  cannot,  however, 
refrain  from,  declaring  our  detefta- 
tion  of  its  principle  and  condu(f^, 
by  calling  to  your  mind,  that  as  its 
ooje6t  has  never  been  pofitively  dd- 
fined,  and  a  new  pretext  for  perfe- 
vering  in  it  has  oeen  continually 
adopted,  as  the  foregoing  has  be- 
come invalid,  it  is  at  length  fuffi- 
ciently obvious  that  Its  real  objefb 
were  no  other  than  to  crufli  in  the 
bud  the  infant  liberties  of  twenty- 
fix  millions  of  people,  juft  emerging 
from  the  long  night  of  wretched- 
nefs.  Ignorance,  and  flavery,  to  the 
blifsfuT  dawn  and  cheering  bright - 
ncfs  of  freedom  and  humanity,  and 
to  confign  them  and  their  territor\-, 
^  devoted  people  and  ^  plundered 
foil,  to  the  fuf rounding  defpots  of 
Ev.rope. 

Here  the  reader  was  interrupted 
by  ^  cry  that  the  proclamation  for 
difiblving  the  aflembly  as  illegal  had 
been  read. 

Died  of  a  natural  death,  at  his 
feat  at  Beaconsfield,  in  his  fixty- 
eighth  year,  the  Right  Honourable 
Edmund  Burke. 

The  origin  of  this  extraordinaiy 
man  proves  that  abilities  and  geni- 
us will  make  their  way,  penetrate 
through  ditficulties,  find  rajfe  thp 
pbdeObrs 
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fo(kfR}TS  to  ^i  firft  confideration 
in  this  country.  Mr.  Burke^  though 
of  popifh  parentage,  was  educated 
a  proteftant,  in  a  quakers  Tchool  at 
Ballytorc,  about  twenty  miles  frpm 
the  capital,  and  afterwards  in  the 
univerfity  of  Dublin,  where  he  was> 
in  1746,  a  fcholar  of  the  houfe  at 
the  age  of  eighteen:  an  inftitution 
firaihu-  to  that  of  a  ftudent  of  Chrifl 
Church,  Oxford.  According  to 
Dr.  Leland,  his  academical  contem- 
porary, he  gave  no  extraordinary 
indications  of  genius  in  that  femi- 
nar)-,  where  he  was  graduated  in 
1749.  The  report  of  his  refidence 
at  St.  Omer's,  and  of  his  popifli 
education,  is  £ibulous,  originating 
from  envy,  or  grounded  fokly  up- 
on the  plaujSbiiity  of  his  being  a 
warm  and  liberal  friend  to  tolera- 
tion. The  Hii^ory  of  the  Europe- 
an Colonies  in  America,  in  two 
iinall  volumes,  was  the  firfl  joint 
produ6^ion  of  Burke  and  his  cou- 
hiy  in  a  rural  excuriion  and  fummer 
retreat  from  the  Middle  Temple, 
in  1750,  where  he.fpent  fome  time, 
and,  though  rapidly  traced  from 
Hackluyl's  Voyages,  it  was  juftly 
eihmated  as  the  promifing  effort  of 
a  juvenile  and  riiing  genius. 

The  publication  of  Lord  Boiing- 
broke's  works,  and  the  death  of 
that  great  writer  and  Englifh  claf- 
fic,  had  engaged  the  attention  of 
the  republic  of  letters,  when  Mr. 
Burke  publifhed  his  Vindication  of 
Natural  Society,  prefervcd  in  Dod- 
fley's  Fugitive  Pieces,  as  a  poflhu- 
mous  work  of  Lord  Bolingbroke. 
The  late  Earl  of  Ch^efterfield  yfed 
.,to  relate  that  he  was  under  a  de- 
ception for  fome  time,  and  thought 
it  the  genuine  produ6lion  of  his  old 
acquaintance,  till  the  difcovcry  of 
the  true  author  gained  Burke  the 
favour  of  his  Lordflup  and  of  Dr. 


Markham,  as  well  as  a  jufl  reput»f 
tion  for  ftyle  and  imitative  powers. 
In  1757  he  engaged  with  Dodfley 
to  compile  the  Hiftory  of  Europe  in 
the  Annual  Regifter.  This  work 
he  did  not  always,  acknowledge  j 
but  Dr.  Leland,  accidentally  or  by 
defign,  by  criticifing  the  offspring, 
difcovered  the  genuine  fondncfs  of 
the  parent. 

, Having  formed  a.  conne<ftion 
with  Mr.  Hamilton,  he  accompani- 
ed that  gentleman  to  Ireland  in 
1761,  where  his  eloquence  produc* 
ed  fuch  efFefts  in  the  Irifh  fcpate. 
Mr.  Burke  was  fuppofed  to  havq 
revifed  Mr.  Hamilton's  corapofecj 
orations,  though  without  preafon  j 
for  nothing  could  be  more  difiimi- 
lar  than  their  ftyle.  But  a  mutual 
mifunderftanding  induced  him  fooi^ 
to  return  to  England,  with  a  pcn^ 
fion  of  3001.  per  annum,  which  wa^ 
foon  after  fold,  upon  the  Irifti  efta- 
blifhment.  After  his  return  to 
England  he  employed  his  leifu re  on 
his  Eflay  upon  the  Sublime  and 
Beautiful,  which  excited  much  at- 
tention,  and  which  certainly  affords 
a  delightful  excuriion  into  the  re- 
gions of  metaphyfical  imagination. 

To  Mr.  Fitxherbert,  lather  of 
Lord  St.  Helen,  he  owed  his  intro- 
duiftion  to  the  Marquis  of  Rocking-  » 
ham,  who,  with  his  ufual  and  bene? 
volent  propenfity  to  difcaver  and 
promote  merit  wherever  it  was  to 
be  found,  recommended  him  to  be 
his  private  fecretar)'  in  1766;  and, 
through  the  favour  of  Lord  Vcrr 
ney,  he  was  foon  after  returned  a 
reprefentative  for  the  borough  of 
Wendover.  Too  well  known  fince 
that  period,  as  aa  orator  and  as  a 
writer,  to  want  any  eiilogium,  an 
attentive  perufal  of  Mr.  Burke'3 
publications  will  alone  give  a  juft 
eftimate,  and  form  a  true  critcrio^ 
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of  his  taftc,  fHle,  eloquence,'  me- 
lit,  and  extcnfive  cdcbrity. 

His  exit  from  the  ftagc  of  life 
was  marked  with  that  natural  grace 
ajid  dignity  whidi  charaftcvized'his 
every  movement  in  the  circles  6f 
Ibcie'ty,  of  which  he  was  fo  diftln- 
j^ifhcd  an  ornament.  A  Ihort 
^tme  previous  to  his  .yielding  his 
!aft  breath,  after  having  heard  read 
fo  him  fome  cflays  of  Addifon,  he 
recommended  himfdf  in  many  af^ 
fctflionatc  meflagcs  to  the  remem- 
brance of  his  abfent  friends,  con- 
"verfed  fome  time  with  his  accuftom- 
hd  force  of  thought  and  expreflron 
on  the  awful  fituation  of  his  coun- 
try ;  and  gave,  with  fteady  compos 
lure,  fome  private  directions  in 
rontemplatlon  of  his  approaching 
Heath.  As  his  attendants  v/ere 
conveying  him  to  his  bed,  he  ftirrk 
down,  and,  after  a  ihort  ftruggie, 
pafled  quietly,  and  witho\it  a  groan, 
to  eternal  reft.  '  Any  attempt  to 
defcribe  the  talents  and  acquire- 
ments of  this  great  man  mud  be 
impotent  and  vain.  He  has  not 
left  that  man  behind  who  is  capa- 
ble of  performing  the  arduous  talk. 
His  fair  fame,  indeed,  requires 
rbt  the  feeble  efforts  of  a  drJcrip- 
liVe  pen  to  perpetuate  its  luftre. 
When  time  fhall  pafs  away,  and  the 
prefent  admiring  generation  fhall 
oe  no  more,  the  name  of  Edmund 
Bin'ke  will  live  in  glory,  and  be  im- 
mortal. 

The  pall-bearers  who  attended 
the  ftmcral  of  Mr.  Burke  were  the 
Duke  of  Portland,  the  Duke  of  Dc- 
vonlhirc,  Earl  Fitzwilliam,  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  Speaker  of  the  Hoiifc 
of  Commons,  and  Mr.  Windham. 
Theproceflion  confifted  of  ahcarfb 
and  fix,  two  mourning  coaches,  the 
family  coach,  and  a  numerous  train 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Beaconsficld*.' 


nth.  In  his  ninety-eighth  yftr, 
the  veteran  father  of  the  ftage, 
Charies  Macklin.  He  had  lor.g 
been  in^  a  ftate  of  natural  decay; 
but,  although  incapable  of  quit  ling 
hi^  bed  f<»r  f^<erai  weeks  pretnous 
to  his  difTolutioh,  his  fpirits  did  no4 
forfake  him  till  within  a  few  mi- 
nutes of  his  final  exit  from  the  ftage 
of  life.  He  was  botn  in  the  north 
of  Ireland.  The  real  name  of  the 
family  ^itw  MfLaughlin,  which,  to 
render  more  pleafing  to  an  Englift 
ear,  was  familiariied  to  Macklin. 
So  !a;tc  as  the  10th  of  Januar^', 
1790,  he  appeared  in  the  charadter 
df  Shy  lock,  fome  parts  of  which  he 
executed  ti'ith  fupe^ior  force ;  birt 
his  membry  failing  him  in  other*, 
he  then  finally  quitted  the  fta£;e, 
atid  retired  to  enjoy  an  annuity 
purchafed  for  him  by  the  publict- 
tion  of  fome  6f  his  dramatic  writ- 
ings; which,  together  with  another 
annurtyof  201.  from  Lord  Lough- 
borough, whom  he  inftrufted  in  the 
pronunciation  of-tlie  Engliih  lan- 
guage, when  that  great  law  charac- 
ter firft  became  a  candidate  fordif- 
tin<ftion  at  theEngliili  bar,  afforded 
him,  if  n<^t  an  a^tuent,  at  leaf!  a 
comfortable  fubfiftence  in  the  latter 
years  of  his  very  long  life. 

AUGUST. 

SUM  M  PR     ASSIZES. 

At  York  three  priToners  were 
capilally  convi<fted  ;  w  ho  were  kft 
for  execution. 

At  Worcefler  t<\'o  prifoners  were 
left  for  execution. 

At  Oxford  fcven  prifoners  \ver« 
capitally  convi(flcd,  of  when  two 
were  rcDrieved^  and  the  other  f»ve 
were  left  for  oiccuiion. 

At  Hertford  ahc  only  was  capl- 
taUyconvi<5kd. 

At 
I      * 
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At  Bury  four  were  capitally  con- 
victed; one  of  whom  only  was  left 
for  execution,  and  the  other  three 
reprieved. 

At  Reading  two  capitally  con- 
▼ided;  both  oV  whom  were  repriev- 
ed. 

At  Northumberland,  Newcaftle, 
and  Morpeth,  four  prifoners  Were 
capitally  convi^ed;  of  whom  t^o 
were  refpitcd. 

At  Carlifle  one  only  \^'as  capital- 
ly convided,  and  was  refpited. 

At  Lancafter  it  vas  remarked  by 
<he  judge  that  more  cafes  ofman- 
ilaughter  bad  occurred  in  this  coun- 
ty for  fome  years  paft,  than  in  all 
the  reft  of  the  kingdom  together. 

At  Nottingham  one  was  capital- 
ly convifted;  who  was  left  for  exe- 
cution. 

At  Maidftone  feven  were  capi- 
tally conviftcd,  five  of  whom  were 
reprieved,  and  the  other  two  left 
for  execution. 

At  the  Surry  aifites  five  perfons 
were  capitally  convifted,  four  of 
whom  were  left  for  execution  on 
Wedneiiiay  fe'nnight,  viz.  Rebecca 
Dunn,  for  high  treafon,  in  colour- 
ing bafe  money;  George  Benjamin 
Burtenwood,  for  a  footpad  robbery ; 
William  Batho,  for  a  rape ;  and 
William  Harling,  for  (heep  ftealing. 

At  Devonfhire  afltzes  three  were 
capitally  conviAed,  and  left  for 
Execution. 

ff^arwici.  I5ih.  This  mornine 
a  Special  jury  was  aflembled,  and 
the  raufe  of  the  King  wr/us  Binns, 
^ich  had  excited  confidcrable  at- 
.  tention,  vas  tried  before  Mr.  Juf- 
ticeAihhurfl.  Mr.  Percival,  affided 
^y  five  otlicr  counfel,  conducted 
<he  profeculion ;  —  Mr.  Romilly, 
^fted  by  Meflrs.  Reader  and 
Fletcher,  undertook  the  defence. 
—  It  appeared  that  the  fentences 
compofmg  the  charge  had  been  ab- 


ftra£lc3  from  different  prts  of  the 
fpeech  which  Binns  delivered,  and 
lo  put  together  in  the  indif^ment 
as  to  convey  a  meaniog  highly  fe- 
ditious;  for  it  f^ated  that  he' had 
faid  that  ♦♦  force  was  juftifiable  to 
obtain  a  reform  in  parliament/* 
But  it  was  fworn  by  five  witnelles 
that  his  words  were^  **  If  attempt! 
were  made  to  deprive  the  people 
of  the  trial  by  jury  and  the  liberty 
of  the  prefs,  that  then  it  would  tse 
laudable  to  oppofe  it  by  force."— 
"  Thus,"  faid  Mr.  Romilly,  *•  the 
words  were  applied  to  a  mere  hy- 
potheiis,  and  not  refpe^Hnga  re- 
form in  parliament.  When  the 
words  are  thus  applied,-  they  ate 
far  from  importing  any  thing  crimU 
nal;  nay  (continued  tkc  counfel) 
to  iupport  by  force  the  trial  \h^ 
jury  and  the  liberty  of  the  pre6 
againft  the  attacks  of  go vemment|^ 
is  julHfiable,  according  to  Black- 
ftone."  Here  the  learned  counfel 
read  a  quotation  from  Blackftonefs 
Commentaries;.  —  Mr.  Percival  re- 
plied. The  trial  lafted  nearly  eleven 
liours  and  a  half,  when  the  jury 
retired  ;  and  after  deliberating 
about  two  hours  and  three  quar* 
ters,  followed  the  judge  to  his 
lodgings,  and  delivered  a  verdi<^  of 
Not  Guilty. 

Fenice^  July  31.  The  commer- 
cial houfes  here  are  to  pay  the  fol- 
lowing fum*;,  in  Silver  ducats  (Ju' 
catt  J'arfrento)  towards  the  contri- 
butions impofed  by  the  French  :*- 
Serpos  30,000  Camilnati  20,000 
Zinetti  28,000  Camello  10,000 
Treves  45,000  Bianchini  2.5,000 
Tamofi  45,000  Burati  26,000 
Riiotri  15,000  Borelli  17,000 
Luifello  ja,000  Anpeli  16,000 
Curiel      20,000  Guizetti      18,000 

And  thirteen  other  houfes  from 
8,000  to  2,500  ducats. 

j€Sm:£/iA6th»  Amullitudcofftout 

young 
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yoimg  men,  to  the  number  of  near 
'JOOO,  aHcmbled,  each  armed  with 
a  bludgeon,  from  diiferent  parts  of 
I  he  country.— 'After  Ikaving  heard, 
read,  and  agreed  to  certain  refolu- 
tions,  peremptorily  to  oppofe  being 
drawn  as  militia  -  men,  they  pro- 
ceeded to  the  houfe  of  the  perfon 
in  whofe  podeilion  were  the  lifts 
of  thofe  to  be  ballot  ted,  and  carried 
them  off  in  triumph.     They  after- 
Vards  paraded  the  ftreets,  preceded 
by  a  drum,  but  offered  no  violence. 
-Other  meetings  of  a  fimiiar  kind 
.have  taken  place,  and  weninder- 
.dand,  to  a  ilill  greater  extent  in 
:fomc   neighbouring  towns.      The 
.Duke  of  Roxburgh,    in  his   way 
.home    from   Jedburgh,    was    fur- 
.  rounded   in  his  carriage,  but  no 
nerfonal  violence  was   offered   to 
;  him,  by  the  fame  party.     He  was 
^  taken  ill,  it  is  faid,  in  confequcnce 
.  of  the  terror  it  occafion  .-d  him. 

20th.     This  morning,  about  five 

,  o'clock,  twenty  police-officers  came 

.to    Norwpod    iu   three   hackney- 

.  coaches,  threw  down  all  the  gipfy 

tents,   and    cxpofcd    about  thirty 

•  men,  women,  and  children,  in  the 
,  primitive  ftate  of  man.  They  car- 
;  ricd  them  to  prifon,   to  be  dealt 

with    according    to    the   Vagrant 

*  AA. 

23d.     The  following  melancholy 

.accident     happened     at     Barking 

.  Creek*s  Mouth,   oear  Woolwich: 

.  Thirteen  pcrfons,  returning  from 

.jyn  boania  veOei,  flopped  to  take 

.  a  child  from  on  board;   the  tide 

.  running  flrong,  carried  the  boat  a 

little   way  fiom    the   fliip,    when 

feme  of  the  party  endeavouring  to 

.  reach  the  child,  unfortunately  drop- 

.  ped  it  in  the  water.     Every  one  in- 

,  ilantly  atlemptijitf  to  favc  it,  ran 

to  the  fide  of  the  t>oat,  whtn  it  in- 

(lantly  u])fei,  ai.d  fix  of  the  unfor- 


tunate   perfons    periflied,   among 
whom  was  the  infant. 

24.th.  About  noon  this  day,  a 
dreadful  fire  broke' out  at  Honiton, 
in  Devonfhire,  which  raged  WAtb 
great  fury  for  four  hours,  and  was 
with  difficulty  extinguiflied  in  ihc 
evening,  after  deftroying  near  forty 
houfes,^among  which  was  the  Bank ; 
but  we  are  not  at  prefent  informed 
of  any  other  particulars.  This  is 
the  third  calamitous  vifitation  of 
this  nature  with  which  the  above 
unfortunate  town  has  been  afSict- 
ed  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  years. 
-As  the  flames  fpread  with  great  ra- 
pidity, owing  to  the  houfes  being 
generally  covered  with  thatch,  the 
-mofl  vafuabic  of  the  furniture,  and 
various  articles  of  trade,  were  con- 
fumed.  Several  of  the  dwellings 
were  however  mere  cottages ;  the 
lofs  altogether  is  qdimated  at  be- 
tween fifteen  and  20,0001. ;  and  fc- 
vcral  families  are  reduced  to  extreme 
diflrefs.  Had  the  fire  broken  out  in 
the  night,  or  the  wind  been  un- 
favourable,- nearly  the  whole  town 
muft  have  been  deflroyed. 

Wtcefier,  28th.  George  Daven-  I 
port,  convicted  at  our  iaft  aflizes 
of  a  highway  robbery,  was  this  day 
executed.  He  was  thirty -nine 
years  of  age ;  eighteen  of  which  he 
had,  according  to  his  own  confef- 
iion,  been  a  highway  robber.  He 
has  deferted  from  .different  regi- 
ments forty  times,  and  had  fre- 
quently efcaped  from  gaol.  He 
has  made  fome  important  difcover- 
.  ies.  He  went  from  the  prifon  to 
the  place  of  execution  in  a  poil- 
chaiie,  accompanied  by  his  brother, 
and  dreifed  in  his  fhroud,  &c.  and 
,  was  afterwards  buried  with  his  fa- 
mily at  Great  Wigflon. 

A  dreadful  (lorm,  attended  wiih 
a  whirlwind,  happeneil  near  Petcr- 
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kaner,  in  Soiith  PrufEa.  Whole 
voods  were  torn  up,  and  trees  car- 
ried into  the  air  like  (lieaves  of 
corn.  Several  villages  were  en- 
tirely deilroyed,  with  a  number  of 
cattle.  Many  people  were  alfo 
much  hurt. 

^About  the  latter  end  ofAugud, 
Scutari,  the  fineft  and  largeft  Tub- 
urb  of  Conftantinople,  was  almofl 
entirely  deftroyed  by  a  violent  con- 
flagration, which  confumed  upwaids 
of  3000  buildings. 

Died.  (?th*  James  Petit  An- 
drews, Efq.  F.  A.  S.  one  of  the 
magiftrates  of  the  police-office  in 
Queen's  Square,  Weftminfter,  and 
brother  to  Sir  Jofeph  Andrews, 
Bart.  —  Mr.  Andrews  was  author 
of  fcveral  publications ;  amongft 
others,  1 .  **  Anecdotes,  ancient  and 
modern,  with  obfcrvations,  1789," 
*vo,  and  a  fupplement  to  it,  1790, 
ivo;  2.  **  A  Hiftory  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, connected  with  the  Chrono- 
logy of  Europe,  1795,"  2  vols;  4.to, 
containing  anecdotes  of  the  times, 
lives  of  the  learned,  with  fpecimens 
of  their  works,  on  the  plan  of  Prefi- 
dent  Henault ;  3.  Continuation  of 
Henry's  "  Hiftory  of  Great  Bri- 
tain," in  one  voL  4to,and  2  vols. 
J^o,  1796  J  4.  *«  Account  of  Saxon 
Coins  found  in  Kintbury  church- 
yard, Berks"  (Archacol.  VII.  430); 
5.  «  The  Account  of  Shaw,"  in  Mr. 
More*s  Berkihire  Collections,  cage 
75.  He  was  alfo  the  tranftator 
of  '*  The  Savages  of  Europe,"  a 
popular  French  novel. 

At  his  apartments  in  York-ftreet, 
St  .James's  Square,  in  his  fifty-tifth 
year,  the  Right  Honourable  Harvey 
Redmond  Morres,  Lord  Vlfcount 
Mount morres.  He  put  an  end  to 
Ws  exiftencc  by  (hooting  himfelf 
ttirough  the  head.  By  the  direc- 
tion  of  the  bullet,-  it  appeared  that 


he  had  put  the  piftol  into  his  mouth; ' 
he  had  another  in  his  pocket,  load- 
ed; and,  by  every  account,  it  is 
obvious  that  he  had  made  prepara-, 
tibns  for  this  violent  a£l ;  had  paid 
the  few  bills  that  he  owed,  and  had 
converfed  in  a  way  that  gave  bis 
acquaintance  reafon  to  believe  that 
he  had  for  fcveral  days  deliberated 
upon  the  fuicide  he  arcomplifhed. 
The  coroner's  inqfleil,  on  the  clear- 
eft  proofs,  brought  in  their  verdift 
lunacy.  His  Lordfhip's  remains 
were  conveyed,  on  the  22d,  to 
3t.  James's  chapel  in  Tottenham- 
court- road,  and  there  interred. 

At  his  houfe  in  Derby,  aged  fixty- 
throe,  Jofe])h  Wright,  Efq.  long 
held  in  high  eftimation  throughout 
Europe  as  a  chafte  and  elega^it 
painter.  He  x^^zs  a  pupil  of  Hud- 
fon,  Mr,  Wright's  early  hiftorical 
piifhires  may  be  confidered  as  the 
firft  valuable  produjflions  of  the 
Englifh  fchool.  His  attention  was 
aftenvards  direftcd,  for  fomc  years, 
to  portrait-painting  ;  but  his  ge- 
nius was  not  to  be  circumfcribed 
within  fuch  narrow  limits  ;  and 
therefore,  at  a  mature  age,  he  vifit- 
ed  Italy,  to  ftudy  the  precious  re- 
mains of  art  which  that  country 
poflefled.  His  fine  drawings,  after 
Michael  Angelo,  and  the  enthulialin 
with  which  he  always  fpoke  of  the 
fublime  original,  evinced  the  efti- 
mation in  which  he  held  them; 
and,  from  their  extreme  accuracy, 
they  may  be  confidered  as  faithnj 
delineations  of  the  treaAires  of  the 
Capella  Scftina,  and  fuch. as  have 
never  yet  been  exhibited  to  tht*. 
public.  During  his  abode  in  Ttuly 
he  had  an  opportunity  of  feeing  a 
very  memorable  eruption  of  Vcfu- 
vius,  which  rekindled  his  inclina- 
tion for  painting  extraordinary  cf- 
fco'cs  of  light  :  and  his  different 
picture; 
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piAurcs  of  this  fublime  event  ibnd 
decidedly  ch^d'eeuwu  in  that  line 
of  painting. 


SEPTEMBER. 

5fh.  This  morning,  about  ten 
o'clock,  a  fire  broke  out  in  the 
workfliops  of  Mr.  Tanner,  carpen- 
ter, in  the  village  of  Tiverton,  So- 
merfet{hire ;  whicllentirely  de^roy* 
ed  the  faipe,  together  with  a  large 
quantity  of  feafoned  deal  and  oak 
planks,  fo  the  almoft  total  ruin  of 
an  induArious  man  and  his  family, 
the  lofb  being  eftimated  at  5CX)I.  the 
whole  of  Mrhich  was  uninfured. 
The  fire  was  occafioned  by  a  live 
coal  falling  from  the  adjoining 
.  blackfmith's  forge,  through  an  acci- 
dental hole  in  the  >yall,  on  fome 
fhavings  in  the  workfliops, 

A  writ  of  enquiry  was  this  day 
executed  before  the  iheriff  of  Mid- 
dlefex,  in  a  caufc  Boddington  ^rjus 
Boddington,  for  criminal  Qonverfa- 
tion  with  the  plaintiff's  wife. 

The  defendant  having  fuffered 
judgment  to  go  by  default  in  the 
court  of  King's  Bench,  a  fpecial 
jury  was  impannellcd  at  the  Sef- 
lions -houfe,  Clerkenwell,  to  aflefs 
the  damages.  The  damages  were 
laid  at  50,0001.  Mr.  Ei*fl:ine,  coun- 
fcl  for  the  plaintiff,  Mr.  Samuel 
Boddington,  opened  the  cafej  and, 
after  expatiating  with  his  ufual  elo- 
quence on  the  enormity  of  the 
crime  of  adultery  and  (eduction, 
proceeded  to  ilate  the  particular 
eircumilancesattending.it,  which, 
he  contended,  united  in  themf«lves 
the  moil  Allocking  inflance  of  de- 
pravity that  ever  entered  the  hu- 
man mind,  the  defendant  not  only 
being  partner  with  the  plaintiff  in  a 
Tery  exteniiye  meicaiitile  concern, 


but  hisfirft  coufin.    The  dcfefwl-  ' 
ant,  under  the  iacred  maik  of  friend- 
fl^p,  abtifed  the  confidence  tepofed 
in  him,  and  by  various  afts  conta- 
minated the  mind  of  Mrs.  Bodding- 
ton ;  a  lady  who,  previous  to  this 
unhappy  and  fatal  error,  bore  the 
moft  unblcmifhed  character;  aut 
who,  befides  pofleifing  a  moft  beau- 
tiful perfon  and   elegant  accom- 
pliihments,  was  remarked  for  the 
exemplary  manner  in  which  flie 
difchargeS  the  duties  of  a  wife  and 
mother.    Two  children  were  the 
fruits  of  this  marriage ;  and  they     j 
continued  to  enjoy  the  moft  unin-     | 
terruptcd  felicity  till  a  fhort  time     i 
previous    to     Mrs.    Boddington*s     \ 
elopement    with    the    defendant,     i 
which  took  place  the  beginning  of     i 
June  laft.     The  means  to  efFedr  this 
Icheme  were  tlic  moft  abominable 
on  the  part  of  the  defendant.     Mr. 
Samuel  Boddingion  having  obfer\-ed 
fomething  in  his  wife's  conduct  that 
gave  him  rcafon  to  fufpe6t  liis  ho- 
nour was   in  danger,  rcfolved  to 
remove  her  -for  a  time  from  the 
fcene  he  dreaded,  but  did  it  in  fuch 
a  delicste  maaner  as  not  to  create 
the  leaft  fufpicion  of  the  caufe,  ei- 
ther to  his  wife  or  friends.     Pro- 
pofing  a  journey  to  Bath,  and  tlien 
to  Wales,  he  parted  with  the  de- 
fendant in  the  moft  cordial  manner, 
little  thinking  that  matters  had  pro- 
ceeded  fo  far  as   the  refult    has 
proved.     It  was  fettled  with  the 
defendant  that  he  was  t6  return  to 
town  immediately,  if  bufmefs  re- 
quired his  prefence.     A  few  days 
after  he  got  to  Bath,  he  received  a 
letter  from  the  defendant  to  the  ef  • 
fed  as  under : — 

"  Dear  Sir,  The  p;w:ket  arrivtd 
this  morning;  and,  as  you  faid  ycu 
were  willing  to  come  up  if  nccef* 
fary,  1  requeft  you  will)  and  be  in 
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town  on  Monday  morning,  to  at* 
tend  a  meeting  on  the  exchequer 
warrants.  News  is  generally  good 
here,  funds  rather  better,"  &c. 

This  letter  unfortunately  had  the 
defired  ofFefl,  Mr,  Boddinglon  im- 
mtidiately  fetting  off  for  town  in 
the  mail,  leaving  his  wife  at  Bath. 
He  muft  have  been  pafTcd  on  the 
road  by  the  defendant,  who  went 
thither,  and  carried  Mrs.  Bodding- 
ton  away.  On  Mr.  Boddington's 
arriving  in  town,  he  found  the  fol- 
lowing letter  left  for  him  by  the 
defendant: — 

"  When  we  parted  on  Wednefday 
laft,  it  was  for  the  lall  time.  This 
night  I  go  from  London,  never  to 
return  again.  I  have  deceived  you 
in  fending  for  you  to  town,  and 
wifli  I  had  not  in  other  tilings.  If 
you  fee  my  father,  for  God's  fake 
Dreak  the  oiatter  to  him  by  degrees. 
I  have  taken  feven  hundred  pounds. 

**  BkNJ.  BoDDlNGTON." 

Mr.  I.aw,  as  advocate  for  the  de* 
fendant,  made  a  veyy  able  fpeech 
in  mitigation  of  damages,  and  after 
feme  obferv^ipns  on  his  client's 
condu^,  he  conchidcd  by  entreat* 
ing  the  jury  to  tincture  their  juftice 
with  mercy,  and  only  award  a  fair 
retribution;  The  under-iher iff  then 
fummed  up  the  evidence ;  and  the 
jury,  after  retiring  out  of  court  for 
about  twenty  minutes,  returned 
with  a  verdict  of  10,0001.  damages.. 

9th.  A  very  melancholy  and 
^iftreffing  calamity  occurred  at  Mr. 
Mcux's  tw-ewhoufe.,  in  Liquorpond- 
ftreet.  A  porter  vat  having  been 
empded  on  Thurfday,  •  and  kept 
open  above  the  ufual  time  of  fix- 
tad-thirty  hours  bcfbrc  it  was 
cleanfed,  one  of  the  men  was  let 
down  acrofs  a  ftick  faftcned  to 
ropes,  to  perfflkrm  that  fervicc ;  he 
unfortunately;,  ktting  go  his  kold^ 


fell  to  the  bottom,  and  the  vapour 
not  being  evaporated, cauied  infiant 
fuffoeation ;  his  companion,  feeing 
his  fituation,  and  havmg  procured  a 
joint  ladder,  went  down  into  the 
veflel,  where,  on  reaching  the  hpt- 
tom,  he  fell  lifelefs.  Mr.  Squires, 
acting  clerk,  imagining  he  could 
bring  the  unfortunate  perfons  up, 
perilled  alfo  in  going  down,  though 
intreated  to  dcnft,  and  accordingly 
being  fupplied  with  ropes,  he  put 
one  round  the  neck  a^d  waifl  of 
one  of  the  men ;  but  being  defired 
by  the  perfons  above  to  fhift  it  un- 
der his  arms,  while  performing  this 
humane  office  the  effluvia  overpow- 
ered him,  and  he  dropped  down 
dead.  The  bodies  of  all  three,  af- 
ter fome  time,  were  drawn  up  by 
hooks.  His  Royal  Highneis  tte 
Duke  of  York,  who  happened  to  be 
at  Mr.  Leader's,  coach-maker,  at 
the  time  of  the  accident,  went  im« 
mediately  to  the  brcwhoufe,  and 
ordered  every  medical  afliftance  to 
be  procured.  Several  gentlemen 
of  the  faculty  attended,  and  ufed 
the  means  of  refufcitation  for  near 
three  hours,  but  without  eifed. 
The  coroner's  jury  fat  at  eiight 
o'clock  in  the  evening,  and  brought 
in  their  verdi^  Accidiental  Death. 
Mr.  Squires  was  only  twenty-five 
years  of  age.  They  were  all  of 
them  married,  and  one  has  left  four 
children. 

A  few  days  fince  the  firft  brick 
of  the  new  bridge  cre6ted  over  tho 
river  Avon,  l^  public  fubfcription, 
in  the  centre  or  the  village  or  Pew- 
fey,  in  the  county  of  Wilts,  xvaf. 
laid,  through  the  indefatigable  ejt^ 
ertions  of  the  Rev.  Jofeph  Town- 
fend,  re^boT  of  that  parifh :  the  wa« 
ter  whereof  having  for  many  years 
proved  fo  fatal  to  cattle  in  the  win-j 
ter  ibaibn,  as  veil  as  almofl  a  total 
obibru^on 
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obftniAion  to  travellers,  occafioned 
lb  important  an  Undertaking. 

From  the  Jamaica  Gazette  we 
have   the  following  particulars  of 
the  dreadful  earthquake  which  hap- 
pened laft  February  at  Quito,  in 
South  America.     This  dreadful  ca- 
lamity began  at  Quito  at  half  paft 
fcven,  A.  M.  and  ialled,  from  the 
beft  calculation,  upwards  of  three 
minutes.     The  elegant  college  of 
Saint  Fernando  is  in  ruins.     The 
large  edifice  of  Santa  Domingo  is 
Confiderably  damaged;  the  Grand 
Tower  was  broken  into  many  pice* 
cs,  and  a  number  of  the  cells  en- 
tirc'Iy    dcftroyed;     the     fhidentV 
fchool    is    in    ruins.       The   high 
church  of  Del  Carmen,  one  of  the 
moft  elegant  fabrics  in  the  place,  is 
totally  demolilhed.      The  Tower 
of  la  Merced  is  nearly  in  the  fame 
ftate :  it  has   been  ordered  to  be 
pulled  down,      the  Church  de  la 
Conception  has  fufFered  confidera- 
We  damage.     Indeed  all  the  beft 
buildings  of  the  place  are  quite  def- 
troyed.     None  of  the  low  l3uildings 
have  received  any  damage.      At 
Facunga    the    earthquake  '  began 
feme  time  paft  fevep  o'clock,  A.  M. 
and  the  agitation  tf  the  earth  con- 
tinued till  two  o'clock,  P.  M.  leav* 
log  the  villages  entirely  in  ruins, 
hot  a  building  being  left  ftanding, 
except  an  arch  in  the  great  fquare, 
and  a  part  of  a  neighbouring  houfe. 
The  people  who  Iwve  perimed  are 
innumerable.      The    churches    of 
Sf.  Auguftin,  St.  Domingo,  and  la 
Merced,  were  crowded  with  people 
hearing  mafs;   not  one  of  whom 
were  iaved.    The  whole  place  cr-  . 
pened  into  g^dlies,  out  of  which 
large  quantities   of  water  iflued. 
Don  jFrancifco  Camacho  was  fwal- 
leued    up;    and   no   account  has 
been    received    of  Don    Antonio 


Texado,  wha  was  with  him.  The' 
village  of  St,  Philip,  which  is  near 
to  Fecunga,  is  fwallowcd  up:  in 
this  place  there  was  a  fchool  in 
which  were  upwards  of  forty  chil- 
dren, who  have  fufFered  the  fame 
fete.  ,  There  are  different  reports 
refpe<5ling  the  village  of  Ambato  : 
it  is  faid  like  wife  to  be  in  ruins. 
The  famous  eftate  of  the  Marquis 
de  MiraHores,  on  which  was  a  cloth 
manufaftory,  all  his  horfes,  and  an 
elegant  church,  are  entirely  def- 
troyed,  and  many  lives  loft.  Cale- 
ra,  an  eftate  adjoining  the  Marquis's, 
is  fwallowed  up,  and  fcarccly  the 
veftige  of  a  hou(e  to  be  feen.  Ala- 
ques,  Saguiali,  Pugili,  Fachuchi, 
and  other  confiderable  villages  and 
cftates,  arc  entirely  ruined.  Ma- 
chache,  Aloaci,  Amaguana,  Alvay, 
and  oth«r  villages  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Facunga,  have  fufFered 
great  damage.  Not  a  church  \s 
left  ftanding  in  either  of  thefe 
places.  The  mountains  of  Calo- 
paci  opened  in  feveral  parts,  and 
iftued  great  quantities  oi  water ;  a 
fmall  hill  near  to  the  <?ity  threw  up 
vaft  heaps  of  ftones.  This  earth- 
quake is  faid  to  be  much  feverer 
than  that  which  happened  in  1755. 

26th.  Several  of  tlie  mail-coaches 
did  not  arrive  at  the  Poft-oftice  in 
time  this  morning  for  the  delivery 
of  letters,  owing  to  the  heavy  rains 
which  had  deluged  different  parts 
of  the  country. 

Mr.  Brookes  and  Mr.  Magiftra, 
King's  meffengers,  were  drowned 
as  they  were  landing  from  the 
Diana  packet,  at  Calais,  in  their 
way  to  Lille,  with  difpatches. 

30th.  Early  this  morning,  an 
old  houfe  in  Greengate  -  ftreet, 
behind  Whitechapel  church,  fell 
down.  There  were  fifteen  per- 
fons  in  the  building ;  l^t  a  weaver, 
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ifhd  trsiS  «  work  In  an  uppcr-roora,    publication  was  *'  Thotigtit*  oh  th*' 
hearing  a  loud  crafh,  gave  notice    Education  of  Daup;htcrs,  with  Re 


of  the  danger  to  tli^  other  inmates; 
»nd  they  w^re  all  fortunate  enough 
to  efcape  about  two  minutes  be- 
fore the  whole  fabric  fuddenlv  fell. 

Died.  At  hispalace  atChichef- 
ter,  the  Right  Rev.  Sir  William 
jAfhburnham,  Bart.  D.  D.  the  vene- 
rable blfhop  of  that  fee,  and  rector 
of  Gefllirig,  in  Suflex.  He  was  the 
father  of  the  Englifh  bench,  and 
the  ohlv  birtiop  not  appointed  by 
his  prelent  Majefty. 

AtCambrid^e,  after  a  long illnef?, 
in  his  (ixtv- third  year,  tho  Rev. 
Richard  farmer,  D.  D.  F,  R.  and 
A.  SS.  mafter  of  Emanuel -col  lege, 
principal  librarian  of  the  public  li- 
Drary  in  that  \inivcrfity ;  one  of 
the  canons-refidcntiary  of  St.  Paul, 
London  ;  chancellor  of  the  diocefc 
of  Litchiield  and  Coventry,  and 
prebendary  Of  Worcefter.  He 
Was  born  at  Leiccfter  in  1735. 
He  ferved  the  office  of  vice-chan- 
cellor in  the  year  1775  and  1787  ; 
*id  was  much  refpe6ted  for  his  li- 
berality to  the  poor,  and  the  varidus 
plans  luggeftcd  by  nim  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  town  of  Cam- 
oridze.  He  was  well  known  in 
the  htcrar>'  world  for  his  '*  Ef- 
fay  on  the  Learning  of  Shakc- 
fpcare,  addrelTed  to  Tofeph  Cra- 
dock,  Efq.  1766,"  which  has  been 
fourtimcs  printed,  viz.  1766,  1767, 
1789,  and  1793. 
loth.  In  childbed,  Mrs.  Godwin, 


fle6tions  on  Female  Conduct  in  th^ 
more   important   Duties  of   Life, 
1737,"  l2mo.    2.  "  The  Rights  of 
Man,    179 i,"     8vo,   aea-nft   Mr. 
Burke  on  the  French  Revolution : 
of  the  rife  and  nrogrefs  of  which 
(he  gnve  an  "  Hiftorical  and  Moral 
View"  in  1794,  only  one  volum^ 
bciti%  publiflied.      3.    "  E!cn?»ertt5 
of  Morality  for  the   Ufe  of  Chil- 
dren :  tranflated  from  the  German 
ofSult7man,  1791,"  5  vols.  12mo. 
4.     "  A  Vindication  of  the  R;ight« 
of  Woman,  \vith  Stri6hires  on  Mo- 
ral  and  Political  Subje^s,  17^2.** 
8vo.     5.  "  Lett.'rs  written  during  t 
fnortrcfidence  in  Sweden,  Norway^ 
and  Denmark,  1795,"  8vo.     Her 
manners  were   gentl%   eafy,    and 
elegant;   her  converfation  intelli- 
gent   and    amufing,  without    thd 
feaft  trait  of  iTterary  pride,  or  the 
apparent  confcioi^fneis  of  powers 
above  the  level  of  her  fex ;  and  for 
foundnefs  of   underftanding,  and 
fenfibility  of  hea'%  Ihe  was,  fjcr- 
haps,  rarely  equalled.     Her  pra*6M*- 
cai  {kill  in  education  was  even  fu- 
perior    *o    her  fpeculations  upoiv 
that  fubje<F^5  nor  is  it  pofTible  to 
exprefs  .the  misfortune  fuftained, 
in  that  refpeft,  by  her  children. 


OCTOBER. 

1ft.  As  fomc  mafons  were  dig- 
wife  of  Mr.  William  Godwin,  of  ging  in  the  Caftle  of  Stirlirg,  in  a 
Somcr's  Town ;  a  woman  of  un-  garden  adjacent  to  the  magarine, 
common  talents  and  conliderable  they  ftruck  upon  a  hiiman  fkeleton, 
knowledge  :  well  known  through-  about  eight  yards  diftance  from  the 
out  Europe  by  her  literary  works,  window  where  the  Earl  of  Douglas 
under  her  original  name  of  Woll-  was  thrown  over  after  he  was  ftab- 
ftonecraft,  and  particulariy  by  her  bed  bv  King  James  II.  It  is  thought, 
•*  Vindication    of  the    Rights  of  and  there  is  little  doubt  but  that  it 


Women,    1792," 
Vai.  XXXIX. 


ivo. 
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it  his  remains,  as  it  is  certain  M 
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was  buried  in  the  garden,  and  but. 
a  little  diftance  from  the  clofet- 
window.  The  bones  were  entire^ 
and,  from  the  place  where  the  fkull 
was  lying  to  the  down  end  of  the 
fhank  -  bone,  meafured  about  fix 
feet.  They  were  carefully  gathered 
up,  put  into  a  box,  and  dcpofited 
aeany  where  they  were  found. 
.  3d.  The.Bank  of  Enghmd  called 
in  the  (lamped  dollars. 

China,  An  infiirre^ion  of  a  fc- 
rious  nature  has  lately  been  foment- 
ed in  feveral  of  the  provinces,  par- 
ticularly in  that  of  Hou-quang, 
which  has  confidcrably  advanced 
the  price  of  cotton,  the  princi- 
pal commodity  of  that  province. 
The  caufe  of  thefe  difturbances 
is  afcribed  to  the  Emperor  Kicn 
Long,  having  abdicated  his  throne, 
*t  the  ag«  of  eighty-feven,  in  fa- 
vour of  Ka  Hing,  his  fifteenth  fon. 
Inftead,  however,  of  retiring,  like 
Charles  V.  into  folitude,  and  re- 
nouncing altogether  the  care  of 
government,  the  aged  Emperor 
Jtill  manifefted  an  inclination  to 
.babble  in  (late  affairs.  In  this  he 
was  feconded  by  Co  Law,  an  an- 
cient mandarin.  Jcaloufies  had  then 
ai'ifen  between  the  old  and  new 
minifters,  which  have  fpread  like 
'wildfire  through  the  provinces,  the 
Mandarins  fidmg,  as  intcrcfl  orat- 
4aehmcnt  predominated,  with  the 
leading  parties  at  court. 

Gth.'Mr.  Bruifter,  of  Dean-flrect, 
-Sbho,  fhot  himfeif  through  the  head 
with  a  piftol.  Previoufly  to  com- 
niittinj;;  this  rafti  adt,  he  called  for 
a  gijils  of  wine  and  water,  and  had 
a  fecond  piftol  grafped  in  his  hand 
to  complete  his  death.  He  furviv- 
rd  the  fatal  lliot  a  few  minutes. 
JVIr.  Foot,  and  other  gentlemen  of 
the  fiiculty  were  called  in,  but  their 
-  aftftauce.  wa<  uicl^fs.    No  caufe 


has  yet  been  ai&gned  for  this  (liock* 

ing  tranfa£lion.  Mr.  Bruifler  was 
a  bachelor,  and  led  a  very  folitary 
life.  He  was  a  man  of  excellent 
character,  and  much  efteemed  a- 
mong  his  friends,  but  of  a  gloomy 
difpofition.  He  was  very  inHrin, 
and  had  juft  recovered  from  a  fe-* 
vere  illnefs.  The  property  he  ha» 
left  is  immenfe. 

9th.  A  general  mutiny  broke  out 
on  bcTard  the  Britifli  fltet  at  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  which  terminated 
on  the  12th,  in  confequence  of  a 
communication  that  the  demands 
of  the  fcamen  at  Spithead  had  been 
complied  with. 

Tne  American  newfpapers  down 
to  the  11th,  bring  intelligence  of 
the  horrid  ravages  lately  made  by 
the  yellow  fever  in  Philadelphia, 
Baltimore,  New  Providence,  &c. 
&c.  The  returns  daily  made  of 
the  burials,  amounted,  in  Philadel- 
phia, in  the  month  ending  with 
September,  fo  590  adults,  and  up- 
wards of  300  children.  In  Balti- 
morqthe  numbers  wor^  much  fmal- 
ler  J  but  many  had  fallen  vi<5iims  io 
the  dlfordcr  both  theie  and  in 
Rhode  inand.  Mr.  Bedford,  the 
^over;jor  of  tlie  Delaware,  is  dead 
.with  the  fever.  We  are.  happy, 
ho\^'evcr,  to  ftate,  thnt  the  approach 
.of  cold  weather  had  confiderably 
abated  Ihc  ravages  of  the  diforder ; 
the  rcuirns  of  the  burjab  dccrcaiing 
daily. 

Italy.  12th.  General  Buonaparte 
has  written  a  flattering  letter  to  the 
Archbifliop  of  (ienoa,  in  confe- 
quence of  the  paftoral  letter  ad- 
drciFed  by  that  prelaic  to  his  clergy. 
It  is  to  Jhis  purport :  — . 

'**  Citizen,  VVhcn  I  received  and 
pcniA^d  your  paftoral  letter,  1 
thought  I  was  reading  ah  epitllc 
from  one  of  the  lweR*c  apofll«?. 
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Such  cerf^nly  was  the  language  of  life  I  have  been   feiitcnoed  to  die 

St*, Paul.    How  refpc6hibledocs  re-  upon  the  gallows,  and  this  fentence  ■ 

ligion  appear  when  fefved  by  mi-  has  been  in  purfuance  of  a  verdift 

nifters  Hkc  you!     Whence  is  it  of  twelve  men,  who  Ihould  jhaTc. 

that  priefh  are  in  general  a6hiated  been  indifferently  and  impartially 

by  another    fpirit?    Jefus    Chrift  chofen.    How  for  they  have  been 

fought  to  convince  by  evidence^  lo,  I  leave'  to  thf.t  country  from 

and  laid  down  his  life  rather  than  which  they  have  been  chofen- to 


enforce  the  reception  of  his  doc- 
trine. Wicked  priefts  preach  re^ 
volution  and  bloodihed,  and  fell 
the  poor  flocks  like  Judas.  I  hope 
foon  to  come  to  Genoa,  whfen  it 
will  be  a  great  pleafu re  to  me  to 
converfe  with  you.  A  biftiop  like 
Fenelon,  or  the  Archbifliop  of  Mi- 
lan, Ravenna,  and  Genoa,  gives 
new  vigour  to  reli^on;  fince  he 
not  only  preaches,  but  pradifes 
virtue.  A  good  bifhop  is  the  moft  • 
pecious  gift  which  Heaven  can 
Dcftow  on  a  city  or  a  country.?' 
Carrki^ergus.  \^.  The  inhabitants ' 


determine;  and  how  far  they  have 
difcharged  their  duty,  I  leave  tor- 
their  God  and  to  themfelves.  They.' 
have,  in  pronouncing  their  veixii^, 
thought  proper  to  recommend  me-; 
as  an  objeft  of  humane  mercy.     In 
return,  I  pray  to  God,  if  they  have^- 
erred,  to  nave  mercy  upon  them. 
The  judge  who  condemned  me,  hu- 
manely filed  tears  in  uttering. my^ 
fentence ;  but  whether  he  did  wife-^ 
ly  in  fo'  highly  commending  the    ' 
wretched  ih^jrmcr  who  f wore  away; 
my  life,  I ^eaVe  to  his  own  cool  re- 
ifci^ion  ;  folemnly  afTunng  him^nd. 


of  this  town,  men,  women,  and'  allthc  world,  with  my  dying  "breath;, 
children,  quitted  the  place  this  day, 
rather  than  be  prefent  at  fhe  exe- 
cution of  their-haplefs  countryman, 
Mr.  Orr.  Some  removed  to  the 
diftance  of  many  miles ;— fcarce  a 
fentence  was  interc*harged  during 
the  day,  ajid  everv  fare  prefented 
a  picture  of  tht-  dcepefl  riic'ancho- 
ly,  horror,  and  indignation.  The 
military  who  attended  the  execu- 
tion confifled  of  feveral  thoufand* 
men^  horfe  and  foot,  with  canrion, 
and  a  conipany  of  artillery-*  the 
whole'  fotming  a  hollow  f<]uare. 
To  fhefe  Mr.  Orr  read  his  dying 
declaration,  in  a  clear,  ftrong,  man-- 
ly  tone  of  voice.  He  was  a  diflen- 
ter.  His  laft  accents  articulated 
the  hope  that  Ireland  world  foon 
he  emancipated.  The  following 
is  the  dying  declaration  pf  Mr.  Orr, 
of  Ferranchane,  in  the  county  of 
Antrim,  farmer,  above  alluded  to : 
**  My  friends  and  country  men, 
**  In  the  thirty-firfl  year  of  my 


that  the  informer  was  forfworm 
The  law  under  which  1  'fuffcr  1%, 
ftirely  a  feverc  one  !  May  the  nria-r 
kers  and  promoters  of  it  be  juf^ifi-' 
ed'in  the  iYitcgrity  of  their  motives^ 
and  -the  purrty  of  their  own  lives  f^ 
By  that  Vixw  I  hm  iVamped.a  felony ^ 
but  my  heart  difdains  the  impu'a-' 
tion.  My  comfortable  lot  and  in- 
duflrious  conrfe  of  life  befl,  refute 
the  charge  of  being;  an  ndVentlfrer 
for  plunder;  but  if  lo  have  loved 
my  country,  to  have  knOwu  its 
wrong?,  to  have  felt.the  injures  of 
the  perfeciited  caibolics,  and' to 
have  t!nit?d  v/ith  tl.cm  and  all 
other  rcliPjImis  perfi^nfiohs  in  the' 
mofl  orderly  end  Icalt  fan gui nary- 
means  of  .procuring  lediefi;  ij^ 
thcfe  be  felonies  1  riiii  a  felcii,  I'li:* 
not  olherwill'.  Had  mt  roimf*.! 
(for  v»'hofc  honourable  exertions  I 
am  indebted)  ]  rcvaikd  in  t>.cir 
motion  to  have  me  tried  for  hi^;h 
irearon,  ri^ther  than  under  the  In 
D  2  iuri'tcdfea* 
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furreAion-law,  I  fliould  have  been 
entitled  Ihen  to  full  defence,  and 
my  anions  have  been  belter  vindi- 
cated; but  that  was  refufed^  and 
I  omft  now  fubniit  to   what  has 
pafled.   To  the  generous  prote^lion 
of  my  country  I  leave  a  beloved 
wife,  who  has  been  conflant  and 
ttue  to  me,  and  whofe  grief  for  my 
fltc  lias  already  nearly  occafioned 
her  death.    I  Uave  five  loving  chU* 
dren,  who  have  been  my  delight ; 
may  they  love  their  country  as  I 
h^ve  done,  and  die  for  it,  if  need- 
ful.   Lafily,  a  £alfe  and  ungenerous 
publication  having  appeared  in  a 
newfpaper,  ftatin^  certain  alleged 
confcffions  of  guilt  on  my  part, 
and  thus  ilrildng  at  my  reputation, 
which  is  dearer  to  me  than  life,  I 
take,  this  folemn  method  of  contra- 
djAmg  the  calumny.    I  was  applied 
to  by  the  hign  iheriff  and  the  Rev. 
William  Briftow,  fovereign  of  Bel- 
i&ft,  to  make  a  confeiHon  of  guilt ; 
who  ufed  intreatics  to  that  eifeSt. 
This  I  peremptorily  rtfiifed:  if  I 
{nought  myfeu  guilty  I  fliould  be 
^ee  to  conkfs  it ;  but,  on  the  con- 
trarv,  I  glory  in  mv  innocence.    I 
tru6  that  all  my  virtuous  country- 
ihen  will  bear  me  in  their  kind  re- 
membrance, and  continue  true  and 
faithful  to  each  other,  as  I  have  been 
to  all  of  them.    With  this  lafl  wifli 
of  my  heart,  nothing  doubting  of 
the  fiiccefs  of  that  caufc  for  which 
I  fuffer,  and  hoping  for  God's  mer- 
ciful forgiveneis  ot  fuch  offences  as 
my  frail  nature  may  have  at  any 
lime  betrayed  me  into.   I  die  in 
peace  and  charity  wi  th  all  mankind. 

"William  Orr." 
CrnnkVer^is  Ga$l,  O^f.  5,  1797. 
Sctland.  Several  dif^.urbances  of 


the  ballot  for  afuppleraentair  mifi*  ~ 
tia.  The  Highlander^  totally  mif- 
conceiving  the  intention  of  the  k- 
giilature,  imagined  they  were  to  be 
trepanned  to  expatriation,  and  ip 
one  or  two  inflances  (at  Tranent 
particularly)  refitted  even  unt» 
death.  But  no  fooner  was  the  !a\r 
explained  to  them,  than,  highly  t» 
their  credit,  the  moft  complete  lub- 
ordination  and  fatisfadioa  took 
place. 

The    Duke   of  Norfolk's    im- 
provements at  Arundel  Caflie  (on 
which  he  has  expended  200,000L) 
are  in  the  Saxon  ilyle.    This  mag- 
nificent |Nle  of  buildings   is  200 
feet  each  way;  and^  the  front,  ot 
ground-floor,  is  entirely  of  ftone^ 
the  fecond  of  mahoganv,  the  third 
of  oak,  and  the  fourth   of  deal. 
The  repairs  and  improvements  of 
this  ancient  Gothic  ftrudure  are 
magnificent  and  expcnfive;  but  the^ 
public  do  not  know  the  circum* 
fiances  that  have  made  them  fo. 
The  ground-rents  of  that  part  of 
tbe  Norfolk  efiata  on  which  fiaod 
Norfolk  and  Arundel-ftreets,    in 
the  Strand,  "we/e  anciently  appro- 
priated to  the  repairine  ana  im* 
povine  of  Arundel-Caitle^,  and  to 
De  ufed  for  no  other  purpofe.  The 
Norfolk  funily  have  lone  wiftcd 
to  fet  afide  this  abfurd  ditpofition; 
and  thofe  rents  had  not  been  drawn 
for  upwards  of  twenty  years,  whea 
the  prcfent  Duke  called  for  thcDH 
They  had  then  accuii^ulated  to  a 
tery'largeamount;  but  the  parties 
refufed  to  pay  them,  unlefs  it  were 
to  defray  the  expencc  of  repairing 
and    improving    Arundel -Caftic. 
The    Duke,   finding  it   impoffible 
to  obtain  them  for  any  other  pur- 


a  moft  alarming  nature  took  place  pofe,  gave  orders  far  fuch  altert* 
in  this  part  of  the  united  kingdom  tions  m  the  building  as  would  i- 
in  Augiift  and  September  lall,  on    mount  to  the  fum  due  i  afld-^t  ^ 
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Ctdnt  up  in  the  moft  coftly 
aod  magoincent  fi)'le.  The  floors 
are  all^to  be  of  ipahogany;  and 
ffildingy'and  all  forts  of  expen£ve 
decorations,  are  to  be  addco» 

1 3th.  Sir  B.  Hammet  was  fined 
the  fiim  of  one  thouiand  pounds, 
for  declining  to  ferve  the  office  of 
Lord  Mayor,  to  which  he  had  b^eq 
eie^M. 

SOth.^  Hit  Majeft)r  fet  out  from 
town  with  an  Intention  of  review* 
ing  the  Norths-Sea  fleet,  and  the 
Dutch  prizes  at  the  Nore ;  but  ow* 
ing  to  the  tempeihioufnefs  of  the 
weather,  was,  after  having  gone 
fome  way,  obliged  to  return,  with- 
out having  effeded  his  purpofe. 


NOVEMBER. 

5d.  Laft  night,  about  eight 
#'clock,  a  fire  broke  out  at  Mr. 
^nnifoa's  umbrella  manu^^ory, 
adjoining  Windmill  -  fh-eet,  Finf- 
bury-fquarc,  M'hich  it  entirely  con- 
fumed  ;  it  communicated  to  a  fmall 
houfe  in  an  adjoining  court,  in 
which  were  only  four  houfes ;  but, 
by  the  exertions  of  the  fire-men, 
ii'as  prevented  from  (breading,  tho' 
Bot  without  the  definition  of  a 
great  part  of  the  furniture  of  the 
poor  inhabitants*. 

Ifuvain.  Our  univerfity,  which 
had  exifted  nearly  400  ve^rs,  and 
which  formerly  enjoyed  much  re- 
putation in  the  literary  world,  has 
been  deftroyed  by  an  order  of  the 
department  of  the  Dyle.  It  mufl 
be  admitted  that  it  defervcd  it? 
fate.  It  was  the  principal  afylum 
in  the  Netherlands  of  fanaticifm, 
^d  of  thofe  principles  which  were 
moft  oppofite  to  the  new  regimen* 
Ignorance  is  in  fome  places  the  na- 
toal  prxxlttdion  of  the  country; 


but  at  Louvain  it  appears  that  it 
WIS  cultivated  with  care.  None  of 
the  valuable  appendages  to  the 
univerfity,  as  the  library,  phyfic- 
garden,  &c.  have,  however,  been 
deflroyed. 

The  prefent  Emprefs  of  Ruffia 

has  purchafed  the  palace  of  Prince 

Dolgorucki,  at  St.  Peterlburg,  and 

converted  it    into  a   college    for 

teaching  the    art    of   midwifery, 

Twenty  poor  womtfn  of  good  chkr 

rafter  are  to  be  inflrufted  and  con* 

tinuallv  fupported  by  her  Majef- 

ty's  private  purfe,  and  occ^fionally 

diftnbuted  over  the  provinces. 

The  following  letter  from  the  Em* 

perorofRufTia  accompanied  the 

infignia  of  the  ord^r  of  St.  Alex» 

ander  Nefsky,  with  which  Lord 

Duncan  has  lately  been  invefled  i 

**  Pcterhofi;  July  !?th,  1797.' 

^  Admind  Duncan, 

*^  In  confideration  of  the  talentt 
which  vou  have  difplavod  during 
your  military  career,  tne  honour- 
able and  diflinj^ifhed  manner  in 
which  you  acquitted  yourfelf  in  the 
command  which  you  had  Qver  my 
fquadron,  deflined  to  combat,  con** 
jointly  with  yours,  the  enemies  of 
your  country,  and  the  zeal  which 
you  have  manifefled  for  the  well- 
being  of  my  fubjefts,  as  well  ofH* 
cers  as  Teamen,  I  have  created- you 
ChevalicrofmylmperialOrderofSt. 
Alexander  Ne'fsky,  the  infignia  of 
which  accompany  this  for  your  in? 
vefKture.f— I  flatter  myfelf  that  the 
jufUce  which  I  now  render  you  will 
be  received  by  you  as  a  funking 
proof*  of  my  high  confideration  anq 
good  wifhes.^1  pray  God  to  have 
you  in  his  holy  and  particular  keep* 
"ig-  (Signed) 

"  Paul." 
8th.  This  morning  Richard  Bar- 
\>CT  few  forgery,  ^  JohnBrjant  for 

»  rape 
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•  rape,  were  executed  before  New- 
gate.  Soon  after  they  were  cut 
oown,  an  extraordinary  occurrence 
took  place.  Between. nine  and  ten 
o'clock  a  hackney-coach  drew  up 
to  the  prifon  door,  in  order  to  con- 
vey away  the  body  of  Bryant; 
which  being  brought  out,  a  violent 
altercation  took  place  between  two 
parfics  among  the  crowd,  each 
headed,  by  a  woman,  as  to  which 
was  beft  entitled  to  the  pofltflion 
of  the  corpfe.  Upon  the  body 
being  brought  into  the  ih-eet,  the 
two  contending  parties  feized  hold 
of  it,  fome  dragging  it  by  the  legs, 
and  others  by  the  head  and  arms ; 
but  all  contributed  to  prevent  its 
iall  to  the  ground.  After  an  oh- 
Hinafe  contcft  for  near  half  an  hour, 
the  body  was  carried  into  Giltfpur- 
ftrect,  where,  being  put  intoa  coach, 
it  was  drivf-n  orf.  The  populace 
then  difperfed. 

12?h.  A  melancholy  accident 
happened  in  the  French  piifon  at 
Stapleton,  near  Briiloi.  The  pri- 
foners  being  very  riotous  and  dif- 
ordcrly,  one  of  the  centinels,  ap- 
prehending that  fome  of  them  were 
attempting  to  break  out,  fired  his 
piece,  and  unfortunately  fliot  one 
of  his  rom]>aiuons  through  the 
body ;  in  confequence  of  which  he 
died  in  a  vcrv  few  minutes. 

An  Atheiftical  Society  has  late- 
ly been  formed  in  Paris,  as  their 
.'  own  papers  ftatc,  called  Les  Ilommes 
fans  Dicuy  "  The  Men  without  a 
God.'*  Their  folc  homage  is  paid 
to  Virtue.  They  renounce  all 
obedience  to  prierts  and  magif- 
trates  :  they  arc  to  be  men  of 
blamelcfs  lives,  and  not  lefs  than 
fifty  years  of  age.  If  a  civil  war 
flionld  break  out,  they  arc  to  ad- 
pionifli  the  combatants,  armed  only 
with  the  Book  of  Virtue.    If  per- 


1 


fecuted,  they  are  to  retire  to  their 
church-yard^  and  there,  wnpppd 
in  their'clokes,  to  meet  their  fate ! 
—Where  will  this  combination  of 
madnefs  and  folly  terminate  its 
career! 

DiBD.  2d.  At  Norwicbf  in  his 
fifty-fcventh  year,  the  Rev.  William 
Enfield,  LL.  D.  paftor  of  the  con- 
gregation of  Protedant  DiOenten 
meeting  in  the  chapel  there,  ori- 
ginally ere6bed  for  Dr.  Taylor^  and 
formerly  le^rer  in  the  6eUcs  kttra 
at  the  academy  at  Warrington. 
To  the  public  he  was  well  known 
by  his  many  ingenious  and  ufeful 
-writings,  which  entitled  him  to  a 
refpeebible  rank  in  the  literary 
world. 

10th.  About  nine  o'clock  in  thfe 
morning,  of  a  dropfy,  at  his  new 
palace  of  Sans  Swci^  near  Potfdam ; 
nis  Pruflian  Majefty,  Frederic  Wil- 
liam the  Second.  Since  his  return 
from  pyrmont,  the  principal  phy- 
ficians  defpaired  of -his  recovery; 
yet  the  king  enjoyed  fo  ftrong  a 
conftitution,  that  his  firft  illnefs 
was  that  of  which  he  died.  His 
Majefty  was  born  September  25th, 
1714;  had  reigned  eleven  years; 
and  is  fucceeded  by  his  fon,  Fre-p 
dcric  William,  born  Auguft  3d, 
1770.  In  whatever  light  the  cha- 
racter of  this  mcinarch  is  to  be 
viewed,  it  will  appear  not  altoge- 
ther problematical.  The  ambition 
of  the  houfe  of  Brandenburgh  ac- 
tuated him,  as  it  had  done  his  pre- 
dcceflTors  j  .and  the  meafures  he 
took  to  gratify  it,  whether  by  the 
partition  of'  Poland,  the  treaty  of 
Pilnitz,  or  the  feparate  peace  with 
the  French  republic,  will,  in  th« 
eftima^ion  of  impartial  judges,  be 
deemed  alike  unworthy.  "His  fa- 
vourite miftrefs  was,  on  the  accef- 
iiQn  of  his  fucceilbr,  immediately 
apprehended, 
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apprehended,    and  committed    to 
dofe  cuflody  for  life. 


DECEMBER. 

ift.  Mr.  Fox  prcfentcd  io  the 
King,  at  the  lev«e,  a  petition,  from 
near  dve  thoufand  freeholders  of 
the  county  of  Dowa,  in  Ireland, 
complaining  .of  the  hardships  which 
that  county  at  prefcnt  labours  un- 
der, and  praying  for  a  redrefs  of 
grievances, 

2nd.  Gold  feven  (hilling  pieces 
were  ordered  to  be  received  as  the 
current  coin  of  the  kingdom. 

5th.  The  Dubli  n  papers  brought 
mteiligence  that  Hugh  Wheatley, 
one  of  the  perfons  brought  for- 
ward by  the  crown  againft  Mr.  Orr, 
lately  executed  in  Ireland,  had  coA- 
fefled  that  he  had  been  guilty  of 
perjury  and  murder. 

The  late  thick  fogs  have  not  only 
been  prevalent  among  us,  but  in 
various  other  places.  We  have  a 
private  account  of  a  moft  furprifing 
one  felt  in  Paris.  The  whole  city 
appeared,  as  U  were,  enveloped  in 
a  cloud  of  foetid  emanations,  and 
acid  fulphureous  matters,  winch  af- 
fc^ed  both  thefmell  and  the  fight, 
and  fcarcely  left  in  the  atmofphere 
vital  air  enough  for  a  painful  re- 
fpiration ;  infonnich  that  chymifls 
are  now  employed  in  analyling  thefe 
phanomena.  At  four  o'clock,  the 
Biifl  was  fo  powerful  as  to  intercept 
all  the  rays  of  light  beyond  a  few- 
paces  ;  and  foon  afterwards  became 
fo  thick  as  almoft  to  extingiiifh  the 
torches  which  people  were  obliged 
to  carry  in  the  ftreets.  It  was  ele- 
ven o'clock  at  night  before  the 
cold  had  power  enough  to  condenfe 
the  vapid  air,  or  precipitate  th& 
foggy  particles  ivith  which  it  was 


impregnated.  Many  accidente 
happened  by  the  overturning  of. 
carriages,  &c.  Some  pafTengers  fell 
into  the  water.  The  thieves  were 
particularly  aftive  amidft  the  gene- 
ral confu^on. 

Stnffm:(^^ire.  The  fnow  was- 
ncarly  general  in  this  county,* 
from  the  eafl :  it  is  deep  on  mofl 
of  the  roads  from  Norfolk  and  Lci- 
ceflerfliire,  quite  acrofs  the  king- 
dom to  Chefter  and  Lancailer.  In 
fome  places  upwards  t)f  two  feet 
deep :  a  rare  ciicumftancc  fo  early 
in  the  feafon. 

12th.  That  part  of  the  water- 
works at  Shadwell,  in  which  Meflrs.^ 
Bolton's  fbeam-enginc  was  ere(fled. 
in  1774,  over  the  well,  was  in  one- 
hour  and  a  half  burnt  to  the  ground. 
This  engine's  power  of  raiung  wa- 
ter was  at  the  rate  of  903  gallons 
in  a  minute,  which  is  54,180  gal- 
lons in  an  hour,  ^nd  758,520  gal- 
lons, or  2853  tons  152  gallons  in  a 
day  of  fourteen  hours,  the  ufual 
time  of  working  it.  It  fupplies 
a  diftrift  of  near  8000  houfes,  be- 
fides  public  buildings,  extending 
from  the  Tov\»cr  to  Limehouf&- 
bridge,  and  from  Whitechapel  to 
the  Thames. 

Dublin.    12th.  Yeftenday  intclli- 

fcncc  was  received  in  town  of  the 
eath  of  Colonel  Fitzgerald,  who 
was  lately  guilty  of  a  mofl  fhame- 
ful  and  diftionourable  a6t  in  the 
family  of  the  prefent  Earl  of  Kingr 
fton,  by  fedixing  a  daughter  of  that 
much  refpeded  nobleman,  to  whom 
he  was  allied,  and  in  whofc  familf 
he  had  been  a  conftant  vifitor.  He 
met  with  his  death  in  the  following 
manner:  After  the  difcovery  of  this 
unfortunate  criminal  intcrcourfe, 
which  occurred  in  England,  and 
in  confequencc  of  which  a  du«l 
had  taken  place  between  the  bron 
D  ^  thejr 
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thcr  of  fhe  young  kdy  (who  is  now 
Lo-d  ,King(borough)  and  the  de- 
ccafed  Cojonel  Fitzgerald,  <he  was 
removed  to  the  country  relldenceof 
her  noble  father,  now  the  Earl  of 
Kingfton,  at  Mitchclftown,  near 
J^ilworth,  in  this  kingdom.  Thq 
deceafed,  feeling  no  rcmorfe  for 
what  he  had  done,  in  diihonouring, 
by  the  mod  artful  ftratagem$,  an 
illuftrions  family,  had  the  audacity 
and  perfcverance  to  followfh^  young 
lady  to  Ireland  (it  is  fuppofed,  with 
a  view  to  wreft  her  by  violence 
from  herparen(s)  and topk  a  lodging 
^t  an  'inn  in  Kilworth.  The  Co- 
lonel h^d  been  there  fome  djiys'be- 
iforc  his  arrived  at  Kilworth  was 
known,  or  the  objed  of  his  expe- 
c<i!ion  was  difcovered.  He  M-as 
obfcr^'cd  to  walk  out  in  the 
night,  and  conceal  himfelf  in  the 
day ;  and  the  fervants  at  length  no- 
ticed him  lurking  about  Milcheif- 
town-houfe  at  unfeafon^ble  hours. 
The  inlelligencp  having  reached 
Lord  Kingfborough,  who  had  had 
the  duel  with  the  Colonel,  and  re- 
folved  to  defeat  his  antagonift's  pro- 
jc^,  he  left  his  father's  houfe,  and 
went  to  Kilworth,  where,  having 
enauired  it  that  gentleman  was  in 
the  houfe,  and  being  informed  he 
was,  he  went  to  the  apartment 
as  dirpfted,  in  which  the  Colo- 
nel lodged.  Loid  Kingfborough 
rapped  at  the  door,  requiring  ad- 
jni(tance ;  the  other,  knowing  his 
voice,  replied  that  he, was  locked 
in,  and  could  not  open  the  door  j 
but  if  he  had  any  t^in^  to  fay  tq 
biiii,  be  would  receive  it  in  writ- 
ing under  the  door.  This  enraged 
the  young  nobleman,  and  he  forced 
open  1-e  d';o  •,  and  running  to  a 
cafe  of  piftols  in  the  -room,  took 
one,  and  defired  the  Colonel  to  take 
the  other  and  defen4  idmifclf^  us 


he  was  refolved  to  have  fatisfa£ti(»n 
for  ihe  fchcme  thie  deceafed  hacj 
formed  againfl  his  fifter,  and  which 
he  came  to  this  place  to  put  in  ex- 
ecution. On  both  feizing  the  pif- 
tols, they  grappled  with  each  other, 
and  wereftruggling,  when  the  Earl 
of  Kingfton,  who  hsid  been  apprifcd 
of  his  Ton's  departure  in  purfuit  of 
the  Colonel,  and  quickly  followed 
the  young  lord,  entered  the  room, 
and  finding  them  in  the  conteft^'" 
find  that  his  fon  muft  lofe  his  bfc 
from  the  Situation  the  de«eafed  had 
him  in,  the  Earl  fired  upon  the 
Colonel,  not  we  believe  with  an 
intent  to  kill  him,  though  his  ag- 
gravation was  great ;  but  the  fliot 
howevfer  took  cfFe^f^,  and  the  Co- 
lonel loft  his  life,  not  lamented 
by  any  one  who  has  heard  of  his 
very  diflionourable  conduct  in  thia 
aifair.  When  Mifs  King  was  taken 
by  h^r  father  from  England,  on  ac-. 
count  of  her  difgrace,  it  was  dif- 
covered, on  her  ariival  in  Dublin, 
that  the  fervant-maid  who  accom- 
panied her,  favoured  the  views  of 
the  fed ucer.  On  her  confequcnt 
difmiflal  from  the  fervice,  ftie  re- 
turned to  England,  and  was  the 
bearer  of  a  private  letter  to  Co- 
lonel Fitzgerald,  the  contents  of 
which  were,  it  is  faid,  fufficient  to 
induce  the  Colonel,  even  at  the 
ri/k  of  his  life,  to  make  an  eiFort 
to  regain  the  young  kdy  ;  but  his 
finances  not  enabling  him  to  un- 
dertake the  journey,  be,  borrowed 
a  fum  of  money  of  an  amiable  wo- 
man, who  ought  ever  to  have  been 
moft  dear  to  him,  under  the  pre- 
tence of  making  a  vifit  to  Dorfct- 
ihire.  Thus  accommodated,  he  fet 
out  for  the  fifter  kingdom,  and  ar- 
rived at  thq  village  of  Kilworth, 
near  Mitcheiftone/  the  refidcnce  of 
ihis  noble  family,  the  place  where 
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ih^  young  bdy  wa»  then  kepi,  and 
trhofe  condufk  was  then  watched 
with  particular  vigilance. 

Amount  of  armed  thips  belong* 
ing  to  France,  Spain,  and  Holland, 
<aken,  burnt,  or  deAroyed  by  tlic 
Engliih  iince  the  commencement 
of  (he  war : 

VcfftU.  Gont. 
Oh  J  fans  nrtd  opwardt  39         305  S 

Txo  deckers  urder  74.  10  630 

Frjjat^s  of^z  guns  and  upwards  46  I7q3 
Fr'gar<i  under  3z  gans  iS  388 

Hoti|«,  Corvet'rs,  &c.  <;87  2808 

Yefterday  morning  Maria  Thc- 
refa  Phipoe,  for  the  muider  of 
Wary  Cox,  was  executed  be- 
fore the  debtors  door,  Newgate, 
purfuant  to  her  fentence.  She 
behaved  with  proper  decorum;  and 
was  attended  by  a  Roman  Catholic 
prieft.  She  left  a  guinea  for  the 
ffioft  deferving  debtor  in  the  gaol, 
md  gave  the  lame  fum  to  the  eate- 
cutioncr.  After  hanging  an  hour 
ia  the  view  of  a  gr^t  number  of 
foedators,  one-third  of  whom  were 
Xemalcs,  the  body  was  cut  down, 
and  delivered  to  the  furgeons  for 
difle^ion.  An  account  of  the  crime 
for  which  (he  fuffcred,  will  be  given 
in  the  Appendix. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the 
return  of  the  numbers  of  fugitive 
pcrfons  in  England,  which  has  juft 
pcen  delivered  to  the  Duke  of 
Portland : 
French  clergy  fupportcd  by 

Government         —  5000 

I-ay. people  ditto,  including 

women  and  children  295Q 

Clergy,  not  fupported  by  Go- 
vernment, as  having  means 
in  themfelves,  or  living  by 
their  indtiftry,  about  500 

Emigrants,  not  fupported  by 
Government,  as  having 
&ved  fomc  wrecks  of  thcjyr 


fortune,  including  old  pco- 
ple,women,  children,  maid* 
lervants,  occ.  about     -    ^     300tr 
To  which  may  be  added,  in 
Jerfcy  —  70(> 

The  coinage  of  gold  and  iilver 
iince  the  Kettoration  has  been  as- 
under : 

Coined  by  Charles  II.  7,521,105 
Tames  II.  2,691,62g 
William  III.  10,511,963 
Anne,  2,691,62^ 

George  I.       8,725,921 
George  II.    11,966,57^ 


Total  coinage  from 

1660  to  1760, 
Coined  in  the  pre- 
fent  reign. 


44^1  n,8U 

>  5i,073,sea 


Total  95,185,179 
From  which  fum,  dedU&ing  the 
recoinage,  and  fuppofing,  though 
highly  improbable,  that  fall  half 
has  been  illegally  exported  or  ma* 
nufa6hired,  there  ouiht  ftill  to  re- 
main above  forty  millions  in  cir- 
culation. 

Sir  Henry  St.  John  Mildmay, 
Baronet,  a  few  days  Cncc,  met  with 
the  following  extraordinary^  a;cci- 
dent,  at  his  feat  in  Hampfliire  :  — 
Returning  from  a  hard  chace  with 
his  vicious  horfe.  Telegraph  (which 
he  bought  of  Lord  Vulers  for  600 
guineas)  he  difmounted,  and  told 
his  groom,  h«  thought  he  might 
now  venture  to  pat  liim;  and  ac« 
cordingly.  put  his  right  hand  to- 
wards liis  neck,  whens  the  horie 
inflantlv  feized  it  in  his  mouthy 
and  held  it  there  for  more  than  l( 
minute,  in  defpite  of  all  the  endear 
Yours  of  two  grooms  to  difenga^e 
it ;  the  confequence  was,  that  Sir 
Henry  was  compelled  to  fu£Fer  ai^ 
amputation  of  all  his  fingers,  hovx^ 
that  hand,  in  the  courfe  of  the  day. 
Durin|r^ 
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During  the  laft  feafon  the  fol- 
Imving  mips  pafled  the  Sound, 
▼iz.  2405  Engliih,  2017  Danes, 
12389  Swedes,  2103  Pniffians,  172 
Papcnburghers,  47  Hamburghers, 
107  Oidenbtirghers,!  39  Bremeners, 
191  Roftockers,^  37  Lubeckers, 
2  Courlanders,  81  Americans,  and 
SI  Portuguefe. 

12(h.  Died,  at    his  houfe    in 
Norfolk-ftrect,    Strand,     Richard 
Brockklby,  Efq.  M.  D.  Fellow  of 
the  College  of  Phyficians  and  of  the 
Royal  .Society,  and  one  of  thcoldeft 
phyficians  on  the  ftafF  of  the  army. 
He  was  higWy  cfteemed  and  re- 
fec6bed  as  a  learned  and  able  phy- 
fccian,  and  as  a  truly  benevolent 
and  hoiiefl  man.     Dr.  Brocklefby 
ihidied  and  took    the   degree  of 
HI.  D.  at  Leyden,  where  he  proba- 
bly formed  that  friendfliip  with  the 
late  Mr.  Wilkes  which  continued 
to  their  lives  end ;  and  he  attended 
Kim  in   confequence  of  his  duel 
with  Mr.  Martin,  1763.     Prepara- 
tory to  his  degree,  he  read,  and  af- 
terwards printed,  at  Leyden,  174.5, 
4to,  *'  DiJ/eriatio  itiauPuraUs^  tie  Sa- 
^vAfand  ct  mvrhofa,^^    His  next  pub- 
lication was,  **  An  Eflay  concern- 
ing the  Mortality  of  Horned  Cattle, 
London,  1746."    He  was  alfo  the 
author    of  fevcral  papers   in   the 
Philofophical  Tranlacftions.      The 
Do^or  had  one  fon,  who   was  a 
private   pupil   to  Mr.  Wakefield, 
after  he  quitted  the  academy  at 
Hackney, 

26th.  In  Grofvenor  fquare,  in 
his  feventy-firfl  year,  John  Wilkes, 
Efq.  F.R.S.  alderman  of  the  ^^'ard 
of  Farringdon  Without,  and  cham- 
berlain of  London.  He  was,  in 
early  life,  colonel  of  the  Bucking- 
hamfliire  militia ;  M.  P.  for  Aylef- 
bury,  and  afterwards  for  the  county 
of  Middlefex;    eleAed  aldcrmaa 


4 

1769;.  fhcrifF  1771;  lord  mayor 
1774;  and  chamberlain  1779.  His 
exertions  and  intrepidity  added  le- 
gal fecurity  to  the  liberlies  of  Eng- 
Iifiimen.  A  further  account  "of 
this  diftinguiflied  chara<EVer  will 
be  given  in  a  fubfequent  part  of 
the  volume. 


BIRTHS  for  the  Year  1797. 

Jan.   1.  Vifcountefs  Dccrhurft,  a 

fon.  I 

•  Countefs    of   Aylesford,       , 
twins,     a    fon     and    a 
daughter.  ' 

16.  Vifcountefs  Galway,  a  fon. 
Vifcountefs  Clifdcn,  a  fon. 

25.  Lady  Donne,  a  fon. 

Feb.  1.   Lady  Horatio  Seymour, 
a  fon. 
6.  Countefs  of  Guildford,  a 
daughter. 
Lady  Rodney,  a  fon. 
8.    Countefs  of  Belfaft,  a  fon. 

11.  Countefs  Temple,  a  fon. 

26.  The  wife  of  William  Cur- 
.    rie,  Efq.  M.  P.  a  fon. 

March  5.  The  wife  of  Alderman 
Coombe,  M.  P.  a  fon. 

12.  Lady  Burges,  Baronefs,  a 

daughter. 
The  wife    of    Alexander 
Allardice,  Efq.  M.  P.  for 
Aberdeen,    a   flill-born 
male  child. 

20.  The  wife  of  Colonel  Gra- 

ham, a  fon. 
23.  Countefs  of  Mount  Edge- 
cumbe,  a  fon. 
April  3.  The  lady  of  the  Bifhop  of 
St.  David,  a  daughter. 

21.  Lady   Amelia  Gamon,  a 

daughter. 
16.  Lady  CarringtOD,  a  daugh- 
ter. 
.  Lady  Watfon,  a  daughter. 
May  18. 
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17. 


19. 


Julv  3. 

21. 
30. 


May  15.  Conntds  of  Nortbeflcy  a 
daughter. 
15.  Lady  Mulgrave,  a  fon  and 
heir. 
The  wife  of  Edward  Wil- 
braham   Bootle,   Efq.   a 
iHU-born  fon. 
The  wife  of  the  Prince 
Maximilian    of   Saxony, 
brother   to  the  Eleaor, 
a  fon  and  heir. 
At  Liibon,  the  Princeft  of 
Brazil^a  princefs. 
June  20.  Lady  Napier,  a  fon. 
26.    Countefs    of   Caffilis,    a 
daughter. 
Lady  Bruce,  a  daughter. 
Lady  Margaret  Maclean,  a 

fon. 
Countefs  Hardwick,  a  fon. 
Countefs  of  Plymouth,  a 
daughter. 
Aug.  1.  Lady  Suttle,  a  fon.  * 
15.  The  wife  of  Edmund  Wig- 
ley,  Efq.  M.  P.  forWor- 
cefter,  a  daughter. 
20.    Lady  Sinclair,  a  fon. 
22.    Lady  Elizabeth  Talbot,  a 
daughter. 
Sept  6.  Lady  Charlotte  Lenox,  a 
fon. 

Vifcountefs  Belgrave,  a 
fon,  who  died  prcfently 
after. 

Lady  Elizabeth  Spencer,  a 
daughter. . 

Duchefs  of  Manchefter,  a 
daughter. 
Oft.       The  Countefs  of  Aboync, 
a  daughter. 

Lady  Mary  Fludyer,  a  fon. 
Lady  Mary  Stop/ord,  a  fon. 
Countefs  of  Caithnefs,  a 
fon. 

The  wife  of  Major  Vefey, 
of  the   83d  regiment,  a 
daughter. 
f. '  The  wife  of  Colonel  Clut, 
ten,  a  fon. 
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17. 


18. 


17. 

21. 

Nov.  1. 


5.    Lady  Lucy  Bridgeman,  a 

fon. 

Dec.  21.  The  -wife     of    Arnold 

Langlc V, .  Efq .  a  daughter. 

24.    The  wi/e  of  L  Mansfield, 

Efq.  a  daughter. 
30.    The  wife  of  George  iDal- 
las,  Efq^  a  fon. 

- 

MARRIAGES,  1797, 

Jan*  6.  David  Walker,  Efq.  ne- 
phew^ to  the  late  Gene- 
ral Leflie,  to  Mifs  Ryan, 
fifter  to  Lady  Hales. 
16.  Honourable  Mr.  Dundas, 
fon  of  Lord  Dundas,  to 
Lady  Caroline  Beauclerk, 
daughter  of  the  Duke  of 
St.  Albans. 
SO.  William  Wilberforcc,  Efq. 
M.  P.  for  the  county  of 
York,  to  Mifs  Spooner, 
eldeft  daughter  of  Ifaac 
Spooner,  Efq.  of  Elmdoa 
Houfe,  in  the  county  of 
Warwick 

Feb.  2.  The  Earl  *of  Weftmeath, 
to  Lady  Elizabeth  Moore, 
eldeft  daughter  of  the 
Earl  of  Drogheda. 
6.-  Lord  Vifcount  Mont^gue^ 
to  Mifs  Frances  Manby, 
fecond  daughter  of  (Jie 
late  Thomas  Manby,  Efq. 
of  Beads-hall,  EfTex. 
13.  The  Hereditary  Pl-ince  of 
Hefle-CafTel,  to  the  Prin- 
cefs Augufta,  of  Pruffia," 
daughter  of  the  King  of 
Pruflia. 

Colonel  Grofvenor,  M.P. 
for  Chefter,  and  nephew 
to  Earl  Grofvenor,  to 
Mifs  Heathcote,  fifter  to 
Sir  Gilbert  Heathcote, 
^aronct. 

U.  Capel 
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14.  Capel  Hanbuns  5fq.  of 
Pontpqpl-houfe,  in  the 
county  of  Moxunouth,  to 
Lady  Mackworth,  of 
Gnoll-cafUe,  in  the  coun*' 
ty  of  Glamorgan. 

If  The  Rev.  Edward  Nares, 
FeliowofMcrton-colleeey 
and  youngeft  fon  of  the 
late  Honourfible  Jufticc 
Sir  George  Nares,  to  Lady 
Georgina  Charlotte>Spen- 
ccr,  third  daughter  or  the 
Duke  of  Marlborough. 
Mtf<^14'.  Colonel  Clinton,  eldeft 
fon  of  the  late  Sir  Henry 
Clinton,  K.  B.  to  the 
Honourable  Louifa  Hoi- 
royd,  voungeft  daughter 
of  Lord  Sheffield. 

10,  Abraham  Snooner,  Efq, 
cldcft  fon  of  Ifaac  Spoon- 
er,  Efq.  of  Elmdon-houfe, 
in  the  county  of  War- 
wick, to  Mifs  Lillington, 
only  daughter  and  heirefs 
of  Luke  Lillington,  Efq. 
of  Fcrriby  Grange,  in  the 
cotmtv  of  York ;  whofe 
name  and  arms  he  has 
afTumed  by  his  Majefty's 
royal  licence. 

*J0,  John  Quincy  Adams,  Efq. 
ambafadorfrom  the  Unit- 
ed States  of  America  to 
the  Court  of  Berlin,  and 
fon  to  John  Adams,  Efq. 
Prcfidcnt  of  the  faid  U- 
nited  States,  to  Miis 
Louifa  Johnfon,  fecond 
daughter  of  Jofhua  John- 
fon, Efq.  of  Great  Tower- 
•  hill. 
April.  Robert  Bernard  Sparrov, 
Efq.  high  fheriff  of  the 
county  of  Armagh,  to  the 
Honourable  Mifs  Ache- 
fon,  eldeft  daughter  of 


Lord  Vifcount  Aehefea. 
12.  Robert  Car^y  Elwes,  Efq. 
of  Roxby*upon-Humber, 
to  the  Honourable  Ca- 
roline Felham,  fecond 
daughter  of  Lord  Yar^ 
borough. 
May.  1.  The  Earl  of  Derby,  to 
Mifs  Farren,  of  Green- 
ftreet,  Grofvienor-fquare. 
4.  Sir  John  Monroe,  Baronet, 
to  Lady  Charlotte  Mur- 
ray, daughter  of  the  Duke 
ot  Athol 
18.  At  the  chapj^l  myal,  St 
James's,  hb  Serene  High- 
nefs,  Frederick  Charles 
William  hereditary  Prince 
of  Wirtembcrg,  to  her 
Royal  Highnefs  Charlotte 
Auguila  Matilda,  Priscefs 
Royal  of  England. 
S3.  The  Rey.  William  Clay, 
fecond  fon  of  the  late 
Richard  Auguftus  Clay, 
%{q,  of  Southwell,  in  the 
pounty  of  Nottin|;ham, 
to  Lady  Burrell.  reli^  of 
the  late  Sir  WiUiam  Bur- 
rell,-Baronet. 
Junes.  Captain  Durban,  to  Mif$ 
Wilcocks,  of  Norwich, 
8.  Richard  Baker,  Efq.  of 
Orfet.hall,-Efrex,  to  Mifs 
Trafford,  of  Dcnton-hall, 
in  the  county  of  Lincoln. 

Rev.   George  Sandby,  to 

Mifs  Willet,  eldeft  daugh* 

,  ter  of  James  Willet,  Efq. 

Lofd  Trimleftown,  to  Mils 
Alicia  Euftace,  fecon4 
daughter  of  Major  Gene? 
ral  Euftace. 

Sir  Charles  Edwards,    tq 
Mifs  Howard,  with  a  for- 
tune of  100,0001.  At  the 
death  of  her  mother  flie 
wiU 
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will  alfo  hav€  20001.   a 
year,  and   the  beandiul 
Icat  at  Rivermead. 
Jvly.      The  Honourable  Colonel 
Robert  Fulke   Greville^ 
younger   brother  of  th« 
Earl  of  Warwick,  M.  P. 
lor  New  Windfor,  and 
equerry  to  his  Majefty, 
to  Louifa^  Countefs  of 
Mansfield,  rclift  of  the 
late  Davici,  fecond  Earl  of 
Mansfield. 
II.   Rev.    William    Graham, 
M.  A.  of  Miilerton,   in 
the  county  of  Leicefter, 
to  Mifs  Care,  of  Walton. 
This     gentleman's     firft 
wife  was  the  celebrated 
Hiilorian,   Mre.  Macau- 
lay,    to    whom  he    was 
nuuTied  November    14^ 
1778,  and  who  died  June 
23,  1791. 
19.   Thomas  Wedgwood  (ne- 
phew  of  the  late  Jofiah 
Wedgwood)  of  Burflem, 
to  Mils  B.  Smith,  of  Little 
Cfaell,  in  the  county  of 
Stafford. 
Aug.  3.  Iniso  Freeman   Thomas, 
Eto.  M.  P.   of  Batten^ 
Lodee,  Suffi^x,   to   Mift 
Peirfe,  daughter  of  Hen- 
ry  Peirfc,   Efq,   of  Be- 
dale,   in  the  county  of 
York. 

Lord  Vifcount  Middleton, 
to  Mifs  Maria  Bcnyon, 
fecond  daughter  of'  the 
late  Richard  fienyon,  Efq. 
of  Englefield. 
Captain  Baldwin,  to  Mifs 
Prefcot,  daughter  of  the 
Governor  in  Chief  of 
Britiih  America. 
ScpL  Thomas  Andrew  Strange, 
f)fq.  Recorder  of  Fort  St. 
George,  in  the  Eail  lo^ 


dies, '  to  Mifs  Jane  An* 
ftruther,  eldeft  daughter 
of  Sir  Robert  Anftruther, 
Bart,  of  Balcafkie. 
Henry     Hamilton,     Efq. 

Cndfon     of    Gufiavua 
rd    Vifcount    Boyne, 
and  nephew  of  the  Right 
Hon.    Sackville    Hainii- 
ton,  to  Mifs  Campbell,  . 
daughter  o^  Rob.  Camp- 
bell, Efq.  of  Lochgaire- 
houfe,  in  the  county  of 
Argyle. 
Mr.  Lloyd,  banker,  of  Bir- 
mingham, to  Mifs  Har^ 
man,  of  Newington. 
t\.  Mr.  Jacob  Jones,  of  Finf- 
bury-fqiare,  furgeon,  to 
Mils  Keyfall,  daughter  of 
John   Keyfall   fen.   Efq.  " 
of  Upper  Gower-flreet, 
one  or  the   partners  ia 
Child's  banking-houfc. 
SI.  Hanover-fouare,  Lord  Grey, 
fon  of  the  E^rl  of  Stam- 
ford, to  the  Honourable , 
Mifs  Charteris,  daughter 
of  Lord  Elcho. 
Dec.  ^.  John     Henry    Campbell, 
Efq.  of  Falmer,  Bucks, 
to   Mifs  Ouvry,  of  Eaft 
A6bon. 
5.  Honourable  Thomas  Mor- 
ton, eldeft  fon  of  Lord 
Ducie,  to  Lady  Frances' 
Herbert,   only   daughter 
of  the  Earl  of  Caernar- 
von. 
€.  Charles   Collins,    Efq.    of 
Lincoln's  Inn,    to  *  Mifs 
Jane   Forman,    yoVingef^ 
daughter  of  the  late  Rich- 
ard Forman,  Efq.  of  tlie 
Tower. 
7.  Captain  Charles  Rowley,  of 
the  royal  navy,  brother  to 
Sir      Willicm     RowIe>, 
Bart,  to  :*liCj  Eliza  Kin'^, 
youngeit 
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ybungcft  daughter  of  Ad- 
miral Sir  Richard  King, 
commander    in    chief  at 
'  Plymouth. 

''      PROMOTIONS,  1797. 

Jan.  18.  Countefs-do wager  of 
Elgin,  appointed  governefs  to  the 
Pnnccfs  Charlotte. 

James  Talbot,  Efq.  appointed  fc- 
cretary  of  legation  to  the  Swifs 
Cantons. 

30.  John  Macnamara  Hayes, 
M.  D.  created  a  Baronet. 

Feb.  14.  Right  Reverend  Henrv 
Reginald  Courtenay,  biihop  of  Brif- 
toi,  tranflated  to  the  fee  of  Exeter. 

John  Forbes,  Efq.  appointed  cap- 
tiun -general  and  governor  in  chief 
of  the  Bahama  Iflands. 

15.  Right  Honourable  Lloyd 
Lord  Kenyon,  Lord  Chief  Jiiftice 
of  thci  court  of  King's  Bench,  fworn 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  the  county  of 
Flint. 

20.  Alexander  Grame,  Efq. 
George  Keppel,  Efq.  and  Samuel 
'  Reeve,  Efq.  Rear  Admirals  of  the 
White,  to  be  Rear  Admirals  of  the 
Red.  —  Andrew  Mitchell,  Efq. 
Charles  Chamberlayne,  Efq.  Peter 
Rainier,  Efq.  Sir  Hugh  Clobcrry 
Chriftian,  K.  B.  William  Tnifcott, 
Efq.  and  Lord  Hugh  Seymour, 
Rear  Admirals  of  the  Blue,  to  be 
Rear  Admirals  of  the  White.  — 
Captains  William  Svvi>iey,  Charles 
Edmund  Nugent,"  William  Fooks, 
Charles  Powell  Hamilton,  Edmund 
Dodd,  Homtio  Nelfon,  Thomas 
Lenox  Frederick,  Sir  Geo.  Home, 
I3art.  and  Sir  Charles  Cotton,  Bart, 
to  be  Rear  Admirals  of  the  Blue. 

Sir    Andrew     Snape     Douglas, 
Knt.  appointed  Colonel  in  his  Ma- 
j^llv's  marine  forces. 
'  24.  Paul  Pcchcll,  Efq.  of  Paggle- 
(ham,  EiTcx,  created  a  Eaixnct. 


March  1.  Thomas  Lan^ford 
Brooke,  of  Mere,  Efq.  appomted 
Sheriff  of  the  county  of  Cnefter. 

John  Raymond  3arker,  of  Fair- 
ford,  Efq.  appointed  Sheriff  of  the 
county  of  Gloucefter. 

9.  Robert  Calder,  Efq.  Captaia 
in  the  royal  navy,  knighted. 

7,  Sir  George  Keith  Elphinflone, 
K.  B.  Vice  Admiral  of  the  Blue, 
created  a  Baron  of  the  kingdom  of 
Ireland,  by  the  name,  %le,  and 
tiHe  of  Baron  Keith,  of  Stonehaven 
Marifchal,  with  remainder  to  the 
heirs  male  of  his  body;  and,  in  de« 
fkult  of  fuch  iifue  male,  to  Marga- 
ret Mercer  Elphingftonc,  only 
daughter  of  tlie  faid  Sir  George 
Keith  Elphingflone,  and  to  the 
heirs  male  of  her  body. 

27.  Sir  John  Jervis,  Kv  B.  Ad- 
miral of  the  Blue,  created  Baron 
Jervis,  of  Medford,  in  the  county 
of  Stafford,  and  Earl  of  St^  Vincent, 
.Charles  Thompfon,  Efq.  Vice 
Admiral  of  the  Blue,  and  William 
Parker,  Efq.  Rear  Admiral  of  the 
Red,  created  Baronets. 

June  2.  Right  Honourable  Rich- 
ard Earl  Howe,  invefted  with  the 
Order  of  the  Garter. 

Charles  Lord  Vifcount  Dillon,  of 
the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  appointed 
conilable. 

July  25.  Lord  Vifcount  Caftle- 
reagh,  appointed  Keeper  of  his 
Majelly's  Signet,  or  Privy  Seal,  of 
the  kingdom  of  Ireland. 

29.  Frederic  Chrillian  Lcntz, 
Efq.  appointed  his  Majcfty's  Con- 
ful  at  Magdebourg  and  Stettin. 

Aug.  2.  Henry  Lawes,  Earl  of 
Carhampton,  appointed  Mafter 
General  of  his  Majefty's  ordnance 
in  Ireland. 

12.  General  Sir  Charles  Grey, 

K.  B.  Appointed  Governor  of  the 

iiland  of  Guerafey^  the  Cadle  of 

Cornet^ 
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Qotnety  dnd  ^ll  other  iflands,  forts, 
and  appurtenances  thereunto  bc- 
loDging. 

Richard  Spillcr,  Efq.  appointed 
one  of  his  Majefly^s  Commiiiioners 
of  Excife. 

Rev.  Alexander  Gordon,  -ap- 
pointed Chaplain  to  the  garrifon  of 
Fort  St.  George,  in  North  Britain. 

27.  John  Trevor,  Efq.  fworn  of 
his  Majelly's  mod  Honourable  Pri- 
vy Council. 

Rear  Admiral  Sir  Horatio  Nel- 
fon,  created  a  Knight  of  the  Bath. 

'30,  Captain  Colin  Macdonald, 
ofthe  2doattalion'  of  Royals,  ap- 
pointed Major  of  Brigade  to  the 
forces  ferving  in  Portugal. 

Captain  Lieutenant  Spicer,  of 
the  Royal  A  rtillery, appointed  Lieu- 
tenant Governor  of  Fort  Royal, 
in  the  iflaad  of  St.  Domingo. 

Oa.  4.  General  Sir  'Charles 
Grey,  K.  B.  fworn  of  his  Majcf- 
ty's  moft  Honourable  Privy  Coun- 
cil; and  alfo  toofc  the  oaths  ap- 
pointed to  be  taken  as  governor  of 
the  ifland  of  Guernfcy. 

John  Anitruther,  Efq.  knighted. 

7.  W.  Henry  Soupcr,  Efq.  apr 
pointed  Deputy .  Commiirary  of 
Mufter*  in  the  Weft  Indies. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  John  Sontag, 
appointed  Military  Superintend* 
ant  of  Hofpitais  in  South  Britain. 

9.  Rev.  John  Buckncr,  LL.  D* 
reconunended,  by  a  cmrgc  d*elire^  to 
be  ele6fed  Billiop  ol  Ciiichefter.   ■ 

10.  James  Earl'  of"  I^onliiale,  a 
Baron  and  Vifcount  of  Great  Brr- 
tain,  by  the  titles  of  Baron  and  Vif^ 
count  Lowiher.       *      • 

Richard  Earl  of  ryfornington,  in 
the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  an  Englifh 
Peer,  by  the  tide  of  Uaron  Wellef- 
lev;  and  Robert  Baron  Carrington, 
of  ihe  kingdom  of  Ireland,  by  the 
title  of  Baron  Carrington. 

Right  Hon.  Chariii^  1  ownHiend, 


created  a  Peer,  by  thfc  title  of  Ba-^ 
ron  Bayning;  Right  Honourable 
Jaines  Grenville,  by  the  title  of 
Baron  Glaftonbury  ; — Right  Hon- 
ourable Thomas  Orde  Powlet^  by 
the  title  of  Baron  Bolton ;  Right 
Honourable  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot^ 
of  Minto,  Baronet,  by  the  title  of 
Baron  of  Minto ;— Sir  John  Wpde* 
lioufe,  Bart,  by  the  title  of  B^oa 
Wodehoufe ;—  Sir  John  .R^uftiout,  * 
Bart,  by  the  title  ot  Baron  North- 
wick ;  Thomas  Powis,  Efq.  t^  the 
title  of  Baron  of  Lilford;— Thoma» 
Lifter,  Efq.  by  the  title  of  Baron 
Ribbelfdale  ; — James.  Drummond^ 
Efq.  by  the  title  of  Lord  Pertly 
Baron  Drqmmond  ; — and  Francis 
Humberftone  Mackenzie,  Efq.  by 
the  title  of  Lord  Seaforth,  Baron 
Mackenzie.  # 

..  14.  Richard.  Earl  of  Shannon^ 
k.  B,  Right  Honoprablc  Sir  John 
Parnell,  Bart.  Chancellor  of  his 
Majefty's  Exchequer  in  Ireland,  the 
Right  Honourable  Thomas  Pel- 
ham,  chief  fccrelary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  or  the  chief 
fecietary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
for  the  time  being,  the  Right  Ho* 
nourable  Jolm  Monck  Mafon,  thtj 
•Right  Honourable  Lodge  Morres; 
and  Lord  Vifcount  Caftlei:eaghi 
appointed  Comniiflioners  for  exe- 
cuting  the  office  of  treafurer  of  hit 
Majefty'^  Exchequer  in  Ireland. 

17.  Adam  Duncan,  Efq.  Admi- 
ral of  the  Blue,  created  a  Baron  and 
Vifcotlnt  of  Great  Britain,  by  the 
titles  of  Baron  Duncan,  and  Vif- 
count Duncan  of  Camper  Down. 

Richard  Onflow,  E(q.  Vice  Ad- 
miral of  the  Red,  created  a  Barone^. 

Nov.  4.  Francis  Baron  dc  Dun- 
ftanviile,  created  Baron  Baflet,  of 
Stratton. 

1 4.  Armor  Lowry ,  Vifcount  Bel- 
more,  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland, 
Created  Earl  Behnorc,  of  the  coun- 
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tv  of  Fermanagh ;— Henry  Vifcourtt 
i5orf/nghftiTi,Vifcount  Mount  Char- 
let^and  Earl  Convn^ham;— Francis 
Vifcount  Landaff,  Earl  Landaff,  of 
Thomaftown ; — Richard  Hely,Lord 
Donoughmo>e,  Vi<count  Oonou^- 
inore ;  —  Hugh  ^  Baron  Carleton, 
chief  jufticc  o?  his  Majefty's  Court 
of  Commou  Pleas,  Vifcount  Carle- 
tfon ;  —  Margaret  Baronefs  Oriel, 
wife  of  the  Right  Honourable  John 
Fofter,  Vifcountefs  Fcrrard.  of  O- 
riel,  and  the  dignify  of  Viicount 
Ferrard,  of  Oriel  aforcfaid;-— Jam«ii 
Lord  Caledon,  Vifcount  Cafedon, 
of  Caledon )  -*•  Thomas  Vifcount 
Gremorc,  Baron  Crcmore;— 'Rich- 
ard Lord  Sunderlinf  Baron  Sunder- 
lin,  of  B^onlton;— Right  Honour- 
able Tames  Cuff,  Barofi  Tyrawley; 
Charles  Stanley  Monck,  Efq.  Bja- 
um  Monck;  — Mrs.  Grace  Toler, 
wife  of  John  Toler,  Efq,  his  Ma 
jelly's  foKcitor  general  of  Ireland, 
Baron<^fs  Norwood;  —  William 
Power  Keating  Trench,  Efq.  Lord 
Kilconnel,  Baron  Kilconnel ;  — - 
Charles  William  Bury,  Efq.  Baron 
Tullymorep— Sir  George  Allanfon 
Winn,  Bart.  Lord  Headly,  Baron 
Allanfon  and  Winn ;  —  Sir  John 
Shore,  Bart.  Governor  General  of 
India,  BaroR  Teign mouth  ;— and 
Leonard  Troughcar  Holmes,  clerk, 
Baron  Holmes. 

?Oth.  William  Dowdefwcll,  Efq. 
appointed  Captain  General,  and 
Governor  in  Chief  of  the  Bahama 
Iflands,  in  America. 
•  25.  Thomas  Burke,  John  Jervis 
White  JtJrvfs,  Thomas  Mullins, 
John  Edmond  Browne,  and  Antho- 
cy  Brabazon,  Efqrs.  created  Baro^ 
nets  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland. 


DEATHS,  1797. 

11,  Jemima  Marchionefs  Grey, 
Baronds  Lucas*   Her  ladyfliip  waa 


the  grand-daughter  of  Henry,  laff 
Duke  of  Klent ;  dauq;hter  of  fohn^ 
third  Earl  of  Breadalbanc,  by  the 
faid  Duke's  cldeft  daog'^te  Amabet 
Jemima;  and  widow  of  Philip,  fe- 
cond  Earl  of  Hardwicke,  to  whom 
fhe  was  married,  1 740,  and  by  whom 
fte  has  left  two  daughters,  Amabel, 
widow  of  Lord  Pohvarth  5  and  Je- 
mima, widow  of  Lord  Grantham; 
to  the  eldeft  of  whom  defccnd  the 
efta/es  belonging  to  the  Duke  of 
Kent,  and  the  title  of  Baronefs 
Lucas.  She  was  born  October 
19th,  1722. 

15th.  In  his  cighty-firft  year,  Sir 
Robert  Burdett,  Baronet,  of  Fore- 
mark,  in  the  count  v  of  Derby ;  for 
wWch  county  he  lervcd  the  offica 
of  (heriflpfo  long  ago  as  1738. 

17th.  Aged  thirty-eight,  Hen- 
ry Pelham,  Efq.  brother  to  the 
Right  Honourable  Thomas  Pelham, 
fecretary  to  the  prcfent  Lord-lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland. 

18th,  In  her  thirty-firft  year, 
Eli7abeth-Anne  Lady  Rancliffe. 

JofcphBufhnan,  Efq.  comptroller 
of  the  Chamber  of  the  city  of 
London,  and  Clerk-comptroller  of 
the  Bridge-houfe  cftates. 

In  her  thirtv-fecond  year,  Lucy 
I^dy  Sheffidd,  third  cfau«fhter  of 
Thomas  Lord  Pelham,  and  fecon^ 
wife  of  Lord  Sheffield,  to  whom 
(he  was  married  December  S6th, 
1 7  9*.  His  firft  lady  died  AprU  3d, 
1793. 

The  Right  Honourable  Hugh 
Mackay,  fixthLord  Rcay,  a  peer  of 
Scotland. 

Aged  forty-five,  the  Honourable 
and  Reverend  William  Bromley 
Cadogan. 

10th,  In  his  eighty-fourth  year, 
the  Reverend  Francis  Randolph, 
D.  D.  principal  of  Alban-hall,  in 
that  univerfiQr. 

Elizabeth,  Counteft  of  Derbv, 

only 
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hrAv  flatightef  of  James,  the  eighth 
Duke  of  Hamilton  and  Brandon, 
by  Elizabeth  his  wife,  afterwards 
Duchefs  of  Argyle ;  fifter  to  Doug- 
las, the  tenth  and  prefent  Duke  of 
Hamilton,  &c.  and  wife  of  Edward, 
twelfth  Earl  of  Derby.  Her  Lady- 
fliip  had  completed  her  44th  year 
on  the  26th  of  January  laft. 

Marcel  th.  Suddenly,  at  Bucking- 
ham >houfe,  far  advanced  in  years, 
Aladame  Schwellenbergen,  keeper 
of  the  robes  to  the  Queen  ;  which 
place  flic  had  enjoyed  ever  fince 
ner  Majefty's  arrival  in  England. 

10th.  In  her  twenty-fixth  year, 
at  the  Hot-wells,  Briflol,  where  Ihe 
went  for  the  recovery  of  her  health, 
the  Right  Honourable  Lady  Mary 
Miliingtown,  wife  of  Lord  Vifcount 
Milfinetown. 

William  Cadogan,  M.  D.  phyfi* 
clan  to  the  army,  and  author  or  an 
•*Effiiy  on  the  Nurfiiig  and  Ma- 
nagennent  of  Children,  1750,"  8  vo; 
^  Diilertations  on  the  Gout,  and  all 
Chronic  Difeafes,"  8vo ;  ♦*  Ora/io 
tmniver/ma  in  Thcairo  Collegii  Regalh 
hfcdtconm  Lundmenfium^  ex  Havoat 
infiituiio  habita  die  ISmo  OBohris^ 
1764,"  4to;  another,  1793,  4to. 
He  was  of  Oriel-college,  Ox- 
ford ;  M.  A.  1755,  B.  and  D.  M. 
fame  year.  ' 

27  ih.  Sir  David  Lindfay,  Baron- 
et, a  General  in  his  Majefty's  fer- 
vice,  and  Colonel  of  the  fifty-ninth 
regiraeril. 

In  his  fifty-fifth  year,  at  his  feat 
at  Hurftbourne-Park,  Hants,  John 
Wallop,  Earl  of  Portfmouth  Vif- 
coimt  Lymington,  Baron  Wallop, 
of  Over  Wallop,  in  that  county. 
His  Lortiihip  fucceeded  his  grand- 
father, as  Earl  of  Portfmouth,  No- 
vcrhber  23d,  1762;  married  Ura- 
nia Fellowes,  youngeft  daugher  of 
the  late  Coulfon  Fellowes,  Elq.  by 
whom  he  had  iflue  four  foiis  an4 
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four  daughters,  of  whom  arc  now 
living  John  Charles,  Vifcount  Ly- 
mington, now  Earl  of  Portfmouth ; 
the  Honourable  Newton  Fellowes, 
of  Eggesf ord,  in  the  coimty  of  De- 
von, who  changed  his  name  in  d>n- 
fequence  of  a  large  property  left 
him  by  his  maternal  uncle,  the 
Honourable  Coulfon  Wallop,  M.  P. 
for  Andover;  and  three  daughters. 

A/tril  29\h.  Elizabeth  Ryves,  a 
lady  of  merit  in  the  literary  world. 
She  was  very  well  acquainted  with 
Italian  and  French  literature,  and 
had  made  no  fmall  progrefs  in  the 
dailies.  Her  poetical  compofitions 
arc  diflinguiflied  by  vigour,  tafte, 
and  even  an  air  of  originality.  She 
tranflated  from  the  French,  Rouf- 
feau*s  Treatife  on  the  Social  Com- 

Eaft,  and  many  other  works  of  a^- 
nowledged  merit.  Mifs  Ryves 
had  turned  her  attention  to  the  dra- 
ma, and  liad  writtc;n  a  tragedv  and 
a  comedy ;  the  latter  of  ^'hicn  was 
fubmitted  to  the  managers  of  Drury- 
lane  theatre :  and  it  fliould  be  men- 
tioned to  their  honour,  that,  having 
kept  it  fometime  in  their  pofle^ 
fion,  and  excited  expe(^tatlons  h\ 
the  writer  which  had  tended  to 
draw  her  into  pecuniary  dxibarraff- 
ments,  they  prefented  to  her  an 
himdred  pounds,  tho'  they  thought 
proper  tp  decline  the  reprefenta- 
tion  of  the  piece  itfclf. 

At  his  houfe,  ^he  Rev.  J.  Park- 
hurft.  He  W2s  born  in  London,  ad- 
mitted a  Penfioner  of  Clare -hall, 
Cambridge^  in  1745  ;    admitted ^a 
Scholar  on  Mr.  Diggins's  foundatioa 
in  1746  J  and  when  B.- A.  admitted 
fellow  on  Lord  Exeter's  foundation, 
July  10,  1751.   Many  years  ago,  hc-^ 
publifli^d  a  Greek  Lexion>  which, 
had  a  cpnfiderable  fale  at  ihe  titue)  . 
and  having  been  fince   impir^ved,. 
Hill  maintains  a  great  fcpotation 
with  the  learncdt 
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Charles  Fitzroy,  Lord  South- 
ampton, fon  of  Charles,  fecoiid' 
Duke  of  Grafton,  and  iecond 
brother  to  the  prefent  Duke.  He 
was  born  in  1737;  and^  in  1738, 
married  Anne,  daughter  and  co- 
hcirefs  of  Sir  Peter  Warren,  K.  B. 
and  vice-admiral  of  the  Red;  by 
whom  he  had  ifTuc  now  living,  nine 
fons  and  five  daughters.  His  eldeft 
daughter  died  in  17i>\0,  and  three  fons 
and  a  daughter  die<l  infants.  His 
tordfhip  was  a  Lieu  tenant-Gene- 
ral, Colonel  of  the  third,  or  King's 
own  regiment  of  dragoons,  and 
Groom  of  the  Stole  to  the  Prince 
of  Wales ;  and  was  created  Lord 
Southampton,  Baron  Southampton 
of  Southampton,  in  the  county  of 
Hants,  Oft.  17,  1780. 

30th.  Eliz.  Countefs  of  March- 
xnont.  She  was  the  daughter  of 
Mr.  Cronmton,  an  eminent  filk- 
mercer  of  London,  and  Iecond  wife 
of  Ilumc  Campbell,  Earl  of  March- 
mont,  by  whom  ( 17 1-7)  flic  had  one 
fon,  Lord  Polvvarth,  who  married 
Amabel,  eldeft  of  the  two  daughters 
of  the  late  Marchioncfs  Grey,  and 
was  created  Baron  Hume  in  Eng- 
land, but  died  Without  ilTue,  1781. 
Sheiiirvived  herhufband,  whopiade 
fo  diftinguiflied  a  figure  in  the  op- 
ro  fit  ion  to  Sir  Robert  Walpole, 
liitle  more  than  three  years,  he  dy- 
••ino  Jan.  10,  I7J)4. 

//«/<?.  Theiion.  Charles  Paget, 
■  voungcft  fon  of  the  Earl  of  Ux- 
'  Widge,  born  (X^tober  7,  177C. 

Lately,  at  Norwich  in  Connefti- 
cut,  ICoVth  America,  the  Rev.  Sam. 
Scabury,  D.  D.  Biftiop  of  that  flate, 
one  of  the  moil  learned  and  inge- 
nious prelates  of  the  Proteftant 
ICpifcopal  Church  in  the  United 
Stales.  He  was  not  a  member  of 
apy  ofourunivcrfities,  but  formerly 
a  j'erfecuted  American  mitlionary,  a 
prefbytcroflhc  eftabliilwd  church 


of  Scotland;  and- having  applied  ifl 
vain  totheEnglifli  Bench  of  BUb- 
ops,  with  the  moft  hanourabk  cre- 
dentials, after  being  eledcd  by 
30,000  Epifcopalians  In  CooneAi- 
cut,  wasconfecrated,  November  14, 
1 78+,  B{Jhf>li  of  Cimneaicuty  inhartibus 
infiJcUum^  by  the  Epifcopal  CoUese 
of  Aberdeen,  or,  m  other  wordb, 
by  throe  Nonjuring  Scotch  prelates, 
Kilgour  Primus,  Petrie,  and  Skin- 
ner, who  have  regularly  kept  up 
and  continued  their  fuccetlion  in 
that  kingdom  ever  frncc  Epifcopacy 
was  aboliCbed. 

July.  At  Dublin,  Ch;  Wilkinfon 
Joues,  Lord  Vifcount  Rauclagh  in 
Ireland,  conftabic  of  Athlone,  and 
chairman  of  the  lords  committees 
in  the  Irifh  Houfe  of  Peers.  H[c 
was  born  0<flober  29,  1761,  and 
fucc^eeed  his  father  about  17 94 or  5'. 
jiugufi  3.  At  his  feat  at  Mojitreai, 
near  Seven  Oaks,  Kent,  in  bis  8 1  ft 
year,  the  Right  Hon.  Jeifery  Lord 
Amhcrft,  of  Holmefdale,  K.  H.  Pri- 
vy  ConnfeUor  to  his  j^}ajefty,  Go- 
vernor of  Guernfey,  f  ield-Marflial 
in  tlie  army,  and  Colo^c^  of  the 
2d  regiment  of  Ufe -guards,  and  of 
the  60th  (or  Royal  American)  re- 
giment of  foot.  He  is  fucceeded 
in  titles  ar.d  eftates  by  his.  nephew, 
William  Pitt  A mherft. 

In  his  fortieth  ye^r*  the  Honour- 
able Simon  Butler,  third  fon  of 
Edmund,  the  tenth  Lord  Vifcount 
Mount  garret  of  the  kingdom  of 
Ireland,  brother  of  the  late,  and 
uncle  of  the  prefent  Earl  of  Kil- 
kenny. In  1794  he  married  Eliza, 
fecond  daughter  of  Edward  Lynch, 
of  Hampftead,  near  Dublin,  Efq. 
by  whom  he  has  left  one  only 
child,  named  Edv^-ard  Lynch  Butler, 
an  infant,  about  nine  months  old. 
His  remains  were  depofited  in  the 
vault  belonging  to  Saint  James's 
church. 

20th. 
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2(Hh.  The  Honourable  James 
Hay,  third  fon  of  the  late  Earl  of 
£rral. 

Aged  fcrenty^ight,  the  Rew- 
rcnd  Charles  Bulkley,  a  diilenting- 
minifter  of  coniiderable  learning 
and  abilities,  and  author  of  feveral 
theological  works. 

At  his  feat  at  Audley-end,  in  his 
feventy-ninth  year,  Tohn  Griffin 
Griffin,  Lord  Howara  de  Walden, 
and  Lord  Braybrooke^  field-marfhal 
of  his  Majelty's  forces,  lieutenant, ' 
a^os  nhdiintm^  and  vice-admiral  of 
the  county  of  Eflex,  colonel  of  the 
Queen's  own  dragoons,  recorder  of 
Saffron- Walden,  and  K.  B.  He 
was  eldeil  fon  of  Edward  Griffin, 
Lord  Griffin  of  Braybrooke,  fon  of 
James  Lord  Griffin,  by  lady  Eflex 
Howard,  el^eft  daughter  and  co- 
hcirefs  of  James,  thinl  Earl  of  Suf- 
folk, aad  Baron  Howard  of  Walden. 
In  1784  he  claimed  and  obtained 
the  barony  of  Howard  of  Walden ; 
and  in  1796  the  barony  of  Bray- 
brooke devolved  on  him.  lie 
married,  in  1748-9,  Ani»e-Mary, 
daughter  of  John  Baron  Sthutz, 
who  died  Augufi  the  18ih,  1764, 
and  was  buried  at  Walden;  and, 
on  June  the  Uth,  1765,  he  was 
married  to  his  prefent  Lady,  Ca- 
therine, daughter  of  William  Clay- 
ton, of  Harleyford,  in  the  county 
of  Bucks,  £fq. ;  but  having  no  fur- 
viving  iflue,  the  title  of  Baron 
Howard  of  Walden  will  be  extin<Et; 
but  that  of  Braybrooke  was  reviv- 
ed, 17  98,  with  remainder  to  Richard 
Aldworth  Neville,  Efq.  of  Billing- 
bere,  Berks,  and  his  heirs-male. 
His  Lordfhip's  income,  including 
his  regiment,  was  about  TOOOi.  per 
annum.  His  landed  property  de- 
volves to  his  only  furvivmg  filler, 
Mary,  wife  %f  th«  Reverend  Dn 


Parker,  one  of  his  Majcfty's  chap* 
lains  in  ordinary,  and  rert'or  of  St. 
James,  Weftminfter,  who  has  no 
ifllie. 

In  an  advanced  age,  the  Right 
Honourable  Dorothy  Countefs- 
dowa&;er  of  Sandwich,  one  of  the 
four  daughters  of  Charles,  firftLord 
Vifcount  Fane,  and  one  of  the  two 
furviving  fifters  and  coheireflcs  of 
Charles,  the  fecond  and  laft  Lord 
Vifcount  Fane.  In  March,  1740, 
Ihe  was  married  to  John,  late  Earl 
of  Sandwich,  by  whom  fhe  has  left 
the  prefent  Earl  of  Sandwich,  her 
only  furviving  iffiie. 

At  the  Warm  Springs  in  Virgi- 
nia, whither  he  had  gone  for  tne 
recovery  of  his  health,  Thomaa 
Palmer,  Efq;  who,  among  other 
bequefls,  has  left  the  reverfion  of 
the  fum  of  1501.  flerling  to  be  ap- 
plied by  his  executors  in  rewarding 
**  the  writer  or  writers  of  an  ellav 
or  eflays  againft  the  prefent  cruel, 
detefbble,  and  abfurd  pra<Sice  of 
carrying-on  war,  and  to  recommend 
the  prelervation  of  harmony  among 
all  the  nations  of  the  earth.'* 

In  the  courfe  of  his  ufual  walk 
betMHxt  his  feats  of  StevenHone  and 
Hudfcott,  in  the  county  of  Devon, 
in  a  fit  of  the  tmgina  pe^oris  (a  dif- 
order  he  had  long  been  fubje<ft  to) 
aged  fevent)'-two,  Denys  Roile,  Efq. 
late  of  Eaft-Titherlev,  in  Hamp* 
fhire,  father  of  Lord  Rolle,  and 
defcended  from  an  ancient  and  very 
honourable  family  in  that  county. 

At  his  houfe  in  York-ftreet, 
Dublin,  the  Earl  oi  Roden.  He 
is  fucceeded  by  his  eldeft  fon,  Vif- 
count jocelyn,  now  Earl  of  Ro- 
den. 

In  his  forty-firft  year,  at  his  &- 

ther's  houfe  at  Penn,  in  Bucking- 

haxnflure,   the  Hoaourabk   Pena 
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Afheton  Curton,  fon  of  Lord 
C.  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  Lei- 
ccfterihire  ycomanry-cavaliy,  and 
one  of  the  reprefentatives  for  that 
county,  born  1757. 

20th.  At  Wetzlacr,  in  his  30th 
j»ear,  General  Hoche,  commander 
in  chief  of  the  French  armies  of 
the  Sambre  and  Meufe,  and  of  the 
Rhine  and  Mofelle.  His  body 
having  been  opened,  his  death  was 
found  to  have  been  occaiioned  by 
a  fpeciesofconvulfive  aflhma,  and 
a  polypus  formed  on  one  of  the 
greater  arteries,  which  had  caufed 
an  inflammation  that  had  reached 
the  lungs. 

25  th.  In  his  thirty-fifth  year,  the 
Honourable .  Robert-George- Wil- 
liam Trefufis,  Lord  Clinton.  He 
is  fucceeded  in  titles  and  dilates  by 
his  cldeft  fon ;  has  left  fix.  children, 
and  his  lady  pregnant  with  the 
feventh.  His  remains  were  in- 
terred in  the  family -vault  at  Tre- 
fiifis,  in  the  county  of  Cornwall. 

In  the  feventy  -  fixth  year  of 
his  age,  and  fortieth  of  his  epifco- 
pacy,  the  Right  Reverend  Charles 
Walmefley,  Lord  Bifhop  of  Rama, 
vicar  apoftolic  of  the  weftem  dif- 
tri£t,  and  fenior  bifhop  and  vicar 
apoftolic,  dodor  of  theology  in 
Sorbonne,  F.  R.  S.  and  the  laft 
fiirvivor  of  the  eminent  mathe- 
maticians who  were  confulted  for 
calculating  the  alteration  from  the 
old  to  the  new  ftyle;  au.thor  of 
feveral  literary  works,  particularly 
an  Explanation  of  the  Apocalypfe, 
Ezekiel's  Vifion,  &c.  By  the  fire 
at  Bath,  fome  years  fince,'  at  the 
lime  of  the  riots,  we  believe,  the 
other  valuable  MSS.  he  had  been 
compiling  during  a  well-fpent  life 
of  labour  and  travelling  through 
many  countries  before  his  return 
to  England,  were  ail  irretrievably 
loft. 

I 


Robert  Shafto,  Efq.  brother  to 
the  Countefs  of  Liibume. 

Ifaac  Minors,  Efq.  furgeon,  of 
Chancery-lane,  Holbom. 

27  th.  At  his  feat  at  Sevenoab- 
Vine,  in  Kent,  aged  eighty-four, 
John  Pratt,  Efq.  efdeft  fon  of  John 
Pratt,  Efq.  the  eldeft  funriving  fon 
of  Lord  Chief  Juftice  Pr^tt,  by  his 
firft  lady,  and  uncle  to  Earl  Cam- 
den, lord-lieutenant  of  Ireland,  oa 
whom  the  bulk  of  his  fortune  de- 
volves. 

At  Exeter,  whither  he  went  for 
the  recovery  of  his  health,  the 
Honourable  Thomas  Bruce,  fon  of 
William,  Earl  of  Kincardine,  and 
brother  to  the  late  Earl  of  Elgin 
and  Kincardine,  a  lieutenant-gene- 
ral in  the  army,  colonel  of  the 
fixteenth  regiment  of  foot,  and 
M.  P.  for  Great  Bedwin,  Wilts. 
His  remains  were  depoiited,  on  the 
20th,  in  Exeter  cathedral,  with 
military  honours. 

8th.  The  Moft  Noble  Henry  dc 
Burgh,  Marquis  and  Earl  of  Chui- 
rickard,  and  Lord  Dunkellin,  of 
tne  kingdom  of  Ireland,  and  a 
Knight  of  the  Order  of  St.  Patrick. 
He  was  the  fenior  marquis  of  that 
kingdom,  and  born  in  1742.  Hav- 
ing left  no  male-iflue,  the  marquif- 
ate  becomes  extindt,  but  the  earl- 
dom, with  his  eftates,  defcend  to 
his  brother.  General  de  Burgh. 

At  Paris,  in  confcquence  of  a 
difeafc  undei^  which  he  had  long 
laboured,  M.  Lou  vet,  the  cx-de- 
puty,  author  of  "  i>  Recit  de  mes 
Pmlsj'^  a  work  which  exhibits  a 
pi<5ture  of  the  reign  of  terror  in 
France,  and  editor  of  a  Paris  jour- 
nal ("  La  Sauinelk.'')  He  was  alfo 
the  author  of  "  Lo^-ki/hoy'^  the  opera 
tranflated  by  Mr.  Kemble.  Louvet 
was  a  man  of  good  talents,  mixed 
with  a  great  deal  of  vanity,  and  a 
great  deal  of  vice. 

27  th. 
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^th.  Lord  Vifcount  Montague; 
^ho,  though  his  connexion  with 
the  Suflcx  ramily  does  not  appear 
in  the  peerages,  had  an  undoubted 
right  to  the  title  which  he  aflumed. 

1 3  th.  In  his  feventy-fecondyear, 
Edward,  Earl  of  Kingfton.  He 
was  bom  in  1726 ;  reprefcntcd  the 
county  of  Rofommon  in  1749  and 
1761 ;  advanced,  by  writ  of  priry- 
feal  to  the  peerage,  1764;  and,  in 
1766,  created  Vifcount  Kingflon  ; 
and,  in  1768,  Earl  of  Kingfton.  He 
married,  in  1752,  Jane,  daughter 
of  Thomas  Caulfield,  Efq.  of  Dona- 
mon,  in  the  county  of  Rofcommon; 
and  by  her  (who  died  1784)  had 
three  Ions  and  four  daughters.  He 
is  fucceedcd  in  his  title  by  his  eld- 
eft  fon,  Lord  Kingiborough,  father 
to  the  unhappy  Mifs  King. 


SHERIFFS,  appointed  by  his  Majejfy 
in  Council^ /or  the  Year  1797. 

Berks.  Barthol<Hnew  Tipping, 
of  Woolev,  Efq. 

Bedfordftiire.  John  Higgins  the 
^Ider,  of  Turvey,  Efq. 

Bucks.  John  Sullivan,  of  Rich- 
ings  Park,  Efq. 

Cumberland.  Hugh  Parkin,  of 
Skirfgili,  Efq. 

Cheihirc.  JohnLeche,  ofStret- 
ton,  Efq. 

Cambridge  and  Huntingdon. 
William  Waller,  of  Chefterton, 
Efq. 

Devonftiire.       John    Seal,    of 
Mount  Boon,  Efq. 

Dorfetfliire.  William  Richards 
the  younger,  of  Smedmore,  Efq. 

Derbylhire.  Charles  Hurt,  of 
Wirkfworth,  Efq. 

EflTex.  William  Manby,  of  Strat- 
ford, Efq. 


Glouccfterftiirc.  William  Tin*' 
dall,  of  North  Cerney,  Efq. 

Hertfordftiire.  Sir  John  Saun- 
ders Sebright,  of  Beechwood,  Ba- 
ronet. * 

Herefordftiirc.  John  Barneby, 
of  Brockhampton,  Efq. 

Kent.  George  Grotc,  of  Bcc- 
kenham,  Efq. 

LeicellerflSire.  Samuel  Brace- 
bridge  Abney,  of  Lindley,  Efq. 

Lincolnfhire.  John  Cracr<>ft^ 
of  Hackthorne,  Efq. 

Monmouthfliire.  Thomas  Hough- 
ton, of  Pontypool,  Efq.  > 

Northumberland.  Matthew  BcU| 
of  Woliington,  Efq. 

Northamptonfliire.  Sir  William 
Langham,  of  Colibrook,  Baronet. 

Norfolk.  Tofeph  Wyndnom, 
of  Herftiam,  Eiq. 

Nottinghamftiire.  John  Galley 
Knight,  of  Warfop,  Efq. 

Oxfordihirc.  James  Jones,  of 
Atwell,  Efq. 

Rutlandftiirc.  Thomas  Hunt,  of 
Wing,  Efq. 

Shropfliire.  William  Tayleur, 
of  Bantingfdale,  Efq. 

Somerfctfliirc.  Samuel  Day,  of 
Chart olhoufc,  Efq. 

StafFordftlire.  Sir  R.  Lawley,  of 
Canwell,  Baronet. 

Suffolk.  Chaloner  Archdeckne, 
of  Glemham,  Efq. 

Southampton.  John  Compton, 
of  Minftead,  Efq. 

Surrey.  Robert  Taylor,  of  Em- 
ber Court,  Efq. 

Suflex.  Charles  Scrafe  Dickins, 
of  Brighthelmfton,  Efq. 

Warwickfliire.  Robert  Knight, 
of  Barrells,  Efq. 

Worcelterfliire.  Mofcs  Harper, 
of  Aftley,  Efq. 

Wills.  Sir  John  Methucn  Poor«^ 
of  Ruftiall,  Baronet. 

£  ^  Yorkihirci 
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Yorkihire.     Sir  John  Ramfden,  Anglcfea.      Richard  Jones,  of 

of  Br^am,  Baronet.  Trofly  Marian,  Efq. 

SOUTH  WALES.  Merioneth.     Bell  Lloyd,  of  Cro 

Cacrmarthen.      David  Sanders,  gen,  Efq. 

of  Glamerhydw,  Efq.  Montgomery.     Robert  Knight, 

Pembroke.     Abraham  Leach,  of  of  Gwernvgoe,  Efq. 

Cordon,  Efq.  Denbighfliire.     Robert  Heikcth, 

Cardigan.  James  Nathaniel Tay-  of  Gwrych,  Efq.. 

lor,  of  Stradmore,  Efq.  Flint.  John  Edward  Maddocks, 

Glamorgan.      Robert  Nous,  of  of  Vrnojw,  Efq. 
Court-yr-AJa,  Efq. 


Brecoji.      Jo^n  Macnamara,  of    cuirDTTri?    i.^  -  .  ji^i^  t>     jtt-  i 
Llangoed  Caftle,  Efq.  ^ViZM??  apjtointcdhy his  Rtyal High. 

Radnor.       Fercival    Lewis,  of        nefs  the  Prince  of  IVales^  in  Council^ 

Downton,  Efq.  f^  ilic  Year  1797. 

NORTH  WALES. 

Caernarvon.     Sir  Edward  Price        County  of  Cornwall.     William 
Lloyd,  of  Panlyglafs,  Baronet.  glade  Gully,  of  Trevcncn,  Efq, 
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hmdm  Gazjtue. 

Whitehall^  January  \7tL 

Ixt.aR  ff  a  letter  frvm  the  Lard  JJeu- 
Uiiant  of  IrtJand  to  the  DuL  of  Port- 
hnd^dated  Dublin  Cafile^  January  10. 

I  HAVE  the  fathfeiftion  to  ac- 
quaint your  Grace,  that,  fincc 
the  information  tranfmitted  to  Mr. 
firenville,  that  the  French  had  en- 
lirdy  left  Bantry  Bay,  there  has 
been  no  re-appcarancc  of  them 
I'pon  the  coaits;  fo  that  I  tnift, 
from  the  violence  of  the  tempeft, 
and  from  their  fhips  being  ill  found 
and  ill  vidlualled,  their  expedition 
i>  for  the  prefcut  fniftratcd.  Upon 
rfvicwing  wliat  has  parted  during 
ihh  expedition  of  the  enemy,  I  have 
the  fatisfaaion  to  reflc*5t,  that  the 
heft  fpirit  was  manifefted  by  his 
Majefty*s  regular  and  militia  forces; 
aud  1  liavc  every  reafon  to  belike, 
that,  if  a  landing  had  taken  place, 
tliey  would  have  difplayed  the  ut- 
moft  fidelity.  When  the  flank 
companies  of  the  Antrim  legiment 
^cre  formed,  the  whole  regiment 
turned  out,  to  a  man,  with  expref- 
fions  of  -the  grcateft  eagerncts  to 
niarch;  and  the  Downfliire  regi- 
Dient,  to  a  man,  declared  they  would 
ftand  or  fall  by  their  officers.  At 
the  time  tlie  army  was  ordered  to 
"^rch,  the  weather  was  extremely 


feverc ;  I  therefore  ordered  them 
a  propoition  of  fpirits  upon  their 
route,  and  directed  an  allowance  of 
fourpence  a  day  to  their  wives  un- 
til their  return.  During  their 
march,  the  utmoH  attention  was 
paid  them  by  the  inhabitants  of  the 
towns  and  villages  through  which 
they  parted ;  fo  that,  in  manv  places, 
the'meat  provided  by  the  tommif- 
fariat  was  not  confumcd.  The 
roads,  which  in  parts  had  been  ren- 
dered impaflkble  by  the  fnow,  were 
cleared  by  the  pcafantry.  Th« 
poor  people  often  fliared  their  po- 
tatoes with  them,  and  dreflcd  their 
meat  without  demanding  payment; 
of  which  there  was  a  very  particu- 
lar inftance  in  the  town  of  Banag- 
her,  where  no  gentleman  or  prin- 
cipal farmer  refides  to  fet  them  the 
example.  At  Carlow,  a  confidcr- 
able  lubfcription  was  made  for  tb.e 
troops  as  they  parted :  and  at  Lime- 
rick and  Cork,  every  exertion  was 
ufed  to  facilitate  the  carriage  of 
artillery  and  baggage  by  premiums 
to  the  carmen;  and  in  the  town 
of  Oalway,  which  for  a  fhort  time 
was  left  with  a  very  inadequate 
garrifon,  the  zeal  and  ardoui  of  tlie 
inhabitants  and  yeomanr)'  was  j»c- 
culiarly  manifefted,  and  in  a  man- 
ner to  give  me  the  utnioft  falisiac- 
tion.  In  fhort,  the  general  good 
difpofilion  of  the  people  tlvouj^h 
E  4  ilic 
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the  fouth  and  weft  was  fo  prevalent, 
that,  had  the  enemy  landed,  their 
hope  of  aflillancc  from  the  inhabit- 
ants tvould  have  been  totally  dif- 
appointed.  From  the  armed  yeo- 
manry, government  derived  the 
moft  honourable  afliftancc.  No- 
blemen and  gentlemen  of  the  firft 
property  vied  in  exerting  them- 
felves  at  the  head  of  their  corps. 
Much  of  the  exprefs  and  efcort  au- 
ty  was  performed  by  them.  In 
Cork,  Limerick,  and  Galway,  ihey 
took  the  duty  of  the  garrifon. 
Lord  Shannon  informs  mc,  that 
men  of  three  and  four  thoufand 
pounds  a  year  were  employed  in 
cfcorting  baggage  and  carrying  ex- 
prcfles.  Mr.  John  Latouc'he,  who 
was  a  private  in  his  fon's  corps, 
rode  twenty-five  miles  in  one  of 
the  fevercft  nights,  with  an  exprefs, 
it  being  his  turn  for  duty.  The 
merchants  of  Dublin,  many  of  them 
of  the  firft  eminence,  marched  fix- 
teen  Iiilh  miles  with  a  convoy  of 
arms  to  the  north,  whither  it  was 
conduftcd  by  reliefs  of  yeomanry. 
The  appearance  in  this  metropolis 
has  been  highly  meritorious.  The 
corps  have  been  formed  of  the  moft 
refpedable  barrifters,  attorneys, 
merchants,  gentlemen,  and.  citi- 
zejis ;  and  their  number  is  fo  con- 
fiderable,  and  their  zeal  in  mount- 
ing guard  fo  ufefiil,  that  I  was  ena- 
bled greatly  to  reduce  the  garrifon 
with  pcrfe<a  fafety  to  the  town. 
The  numbers  of  yeomanry  fully 
appointed  anddifciplined,  in  Dub- 
lin, exceed  2000,  above  400  of 
whom  are  horfe.  The  whole  num- 
ber of  corps  approved  by  govern- 
ment amount  to  4-4-0,  exclufive  of 
the  Dublin  corps.  The  grofs  num- 
ber is  nearly  25,000.  There  are 
alio  ninety-one  offers  of  fervice 
under  ^confideration,  and  125  pro - 


pofals  hare  been  declined ;  and,  in 
reply  to  a  circular  letter  written  to 
the  commandants  of  the  rcfpe6Hvc 
corps,  their  anfwers  almoil  univer- 
ially  contained  a  general  offer  of 
fervice  in  any  part  of  the  kingdom. 
Many  prominent  examples  of  indi- 
vidual loyalty  and  fpirit  have  ap- 
peared. An  ufeful  impreffion  was 
made  upon  the  minds  of  the  lower 
catholics  by  a  judicious  addrefs 
from  Dr.  Moylan,  the  titular  Biihop 
of  Cork.  I  cannot  btit  notice  the 
exertions  of  Lord  Kenmau'e,  who 
fpared  no  cxpence  in  giving  affift- 
ance  to  the  commanding  officer  in 
his  neighbourhood,  ana  who  took 
to  his  own  demefne  a  great  quanti- 
ty of  cattle  which  had  been  driven 
from  the  coaft.  Nor  could  any 
things  exceed  the  ardour  of  the 
Earl  of  Ormonde,  who,  when  his 
regiment  of  militia  were  returned 
as  part  of  the  garrifon  of  Dublin, 
folicited  with  fo  much  zeal  a  com- 
mand in  the  flank  companies,  that 
I  thought  it  a  meafure  due  to  his 
Majefty's  fervice,  to  encourage  his 
Lordfliip's  requcft. 


Icndon  Gazette  Extraordinafy^ 
Mwiday^  Feb,  27. 

jmteUl,  Frh.  27. 
A  letter,^  of  which  the  following 
is  a  copy,  has  been  this  day  receiv- 
ed from  the  Right  Honourable 
Lord  Cawdor  by  his  Grace  the 
Duke  of  Portland,  his  Majcfty*s 
principal  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
home  department, 

FtJIiguard^  Friday^  Feb,  2+. 
My  Lord,  In  confequence  of  hav- 
ing received  information,  on  Wed- 
'nefday  night  at  eleven  o'clock,  that 
three  large  fliips  of  war  and  a  lug- 
ger had  anchored  in  a  fmall  roadfted 
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iipon  the  cotft,  in  tiie  neighbour- 
hood of  this  town,  I  proceeded  im- 
mediately, with  a  detachment  of 
the  Cardigan  militia  and  all  the  pro- 
vincial force  I  could  colle^  to  the 
place.  I  foon  gained  poiitive  intel- 
ligence they  had  difembarked  about 
1200  men,  but  no  cannon.  Upon 
the  night's  fetting  in,  a  French  of- 
ficer, whom  1  found  the  fecond  in 
command,  came  in  with  a  letter,  a 
copy  of  which  I  have  the  honour 
to  inclofe  to  vour  Grace,  together 
vith  my  anfwer:  in  confequence 
of  which  thev  determined  to  fur- 
rcn^r  themielves  prifoners  of  war, 
and  accordingly  laid  down  their 
amis  this  day  at  two  o'clock .  I  can- 
not at  this  moment  inform  your 
Grace  of  the  exa<^  number  of  pri- 
foners, but  I  believe  it  to  be  their 
whole  force.  It  is  my  intention  to 
march  them  this  night  to  Haver- 
fordweft,  where  I  fliall  make  the 
beft  difbibution  in  my  power.  The 
frigates,  corvette,  and  lugger  got 
under  weigh  yefterday  evening, 
and  were  this  morning  entirely  out 
of  fight.  The  fiatigue  we  have  ex- 
perienced will,  I  truft,  excufe  me 
to  your  Grace  for  not  giving  a 
more  particular  detail:  but  my 
anxiety  to  do  jufticc  to  the  officci*s 
and  men  I  had  the  honour  to  com- 
mand, will  induce  mc  to  attend 
your  Grace,  with  as  little  delay  as 
poffible,  to  ftate  their  merits,  apd 
at  the  fame  time  to  give  you  every 
information  in  my  power  upon  this 
fubjea.  The  fpirit  of  loyalty 
which  has  pervaded  all  ranks 
throughout  this  country,  is  infi- 
nitely beyond  what  I  can  exprcfs. 
I  am,  &c.  Cawdor. 

Cardigan-Bay^  6th  ofFentofiy 
Sihyfor  (ftlie  Republic, 
Sir,T5ic  circumftances  under  which 
the  body  of  the  French  troops  un- 


der my  command  were  landed  tt 
this  place,  renders  it  unneceifiuy  to 
attempt  any  militarv  opcrationf,  as 
they  would  tend  only  to  bloodfhed 
and  pillage.  The  officer*  of  the 
whole  corps  have  therefore  inti- 
mated their  defire  of  entering  inta 
a  negotiation,  upon  principles  of 
humanity,  for  a  lurrender.  If  you 
are  influenced  by  fimilar  conlidejra- 
tions,  you  may  fignify  the  fame  by 
the  bearer,  and  in  the  mean  time 
hoftilities  (hall  ceafe.  Health  and 
refpe£t. 

Tate,  Chef  de  Brigade. 
To  the  Officer  cwnmandingfus 
Brttatmic  Majeftfs  troc^is, 

FifliguarJy  Feb.  23. 

Sir,  The  fuperiority  of  the  force 
under  my  command,  which  is 
hourly  incrcafing,  muft  prevent  my 
treating  upon  any  terms  fhort  of 
your  furrendering  your  whole  force 
prifoners  of  war.  I  enter  fully  in- . 
to  your  wifli  of  preventing  an  unne« 
ceflary  effufion  of  blood,  which 
your  fpeedy  furrender  can  alone 
prevent,  and  which  will  entitle  you 
to  that  confideratlon  it  is  ever  the 
wifh  of  Britifh  troops  to  fhew  an. 
enemy  whofe  numbers  are  inferior. 
My  major  will  deliter  you  this  let- 
ter, and  I  fhall  expefl  your  deter- 
mination by  ten  o'clock,  by  your, 
officer,  whom  I  have  furnifhed  with 
an  cfcort  that  will  condudt  him  ta 
me  without  moleftation. 

lam,  &c.     Cawdojl. 

To  the  Officer  com$nanding 
the  French  troofis* 


Lmdm  Gazette  Extraerdinary. 

J^miralty-Office,  March  S, 

Robert  Calder,  Efq.  firft  captain 
to  Admiral  Sir  John  Jervis,  K.  B. 
arrived  this  morning  with  difpatches 
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from  him  to  Mr.  Ncpcan,  of  which 
the  foUoN^'ing  aic  copies : 

'     Si  r,         /  l^ojy^  in  I^gos  Bnjy  Tth,  1 6 . 

The  hopes  of  falling  in  with  the 
Spaiiilh  fleet,  exprcfled  in  my  letter 
to  you  of  the  1 3th  inftant,  were 
cou firmed  that  night,  by  our  dif- 
tincUy  hearing  the  report  of  their 
ftgnal  guns,  and  by  intvlligencc  re- 
ceived from  Captain  Foote,  of  his 
Majefty's  fliip  Niger,  who  had,  with 
equal  judgment  and  perfeverance, 
k^t  company  with  them  for  feveral 
days,^  on.my  prcfcribcd  rendezvous 
(whiciij  from  the  ftrong  fouth-eaft 
vrinds,  I  had  never  been  able  to 
reach)»  and  that  they  were  not 
more  than  three  or  four  leagues 
,  from  us.  I  anxioMfly  awaited  the 
dawn  of  day,  when,  being  on  the 
ftarboard  tack,  Cape  St.  X^incent 
bearing  eaft  by  north  eight  leagues, 
I  had  the  fatisfaclion  of  feeing  a 
number  of  ftiips  extending  from 
fouth-weft  to  fouth,  the  wind  then 
at  weft  by  fouth.  Ai  forty  minutes 
paft  ten,  the  weather  being  ex- 
tremely hazy,  La  Bonne  Citoyenne 
made  the  fignalthat  the  fliips  were 
of  the  line,  twenty  five  in  nulnber. 
His  Majefty's  fquadron  under  my 
command,  confiuing  of  the  fifleen 
ihips  of  the  line  named  in  the  mar- 
gin*, happily  formed  in  the  moft 
compaft  order  of  failing,  in  two 
lines.  By  carrying  a  prefs  of  fail, 
I  was  lortunatc  in  getting  in  with 
the  enemy's  fleet  at  half  pafl  eleven 
o'clock,  before  it  had  time  to  con- 
nect and  form  a  regular  order  of 
battle.  Such  a  moment  was  not  to 
be  lofl ;  and,  confident  in  the  fkill, 
valour,  and  difcipline  of  the  officers 


and  men  I  had  the  happincfs  ta 
command,  and  judging  that  the  ho- 
nour of  his  Majcfly 's  arms,  and  the 
circumflances  of  the  war  in  thcfe 
feas,  required  a  confiderable  degree 
of  enterprize,  I  felt  my felf  jufbfied 
in  dei>arting  from  the  regular  fyf- 
tem,  and  palling  through  their  fleet, 
in  a  line  formed  with  the  utmoft 
celerity;  tacked,  and  thereby  fepa- 
rated  one  third  from  the  main  body, 
after  a  partial  caimonade,  which 
prevented  their  rcjunftion  in  the 
evening;  and,  by  the  very  great 
exertions  of  the  fhips  which  had 
the  good  fortune  to  arrive  up  mth 
the  enemy  on  the  larboard  tack,  the 
fliips  named  in  the  margin  f  were 
captured,  and  the  allien  ceafed  a- 
bout  five  o'clock  in  the  evening.  I 
inclofe  the  mofl  correct  lifl  I  have 
been  able  to  obtain  of  the  Spanifh 
fleet  oppofed  to  me,  amounting  to 
twenty -leven  fail  of  the  line,  and 
an  account  of  the  killed  and  wound- 
ed in  his  Majctly's  fhips,  as  well  as 
in  thofe  taken  from  the  enemy. 
The  moment  the  latter  (almoft  to- 
tally difmalted)  and  his  Majefly's 
fhips  the  Captain  and  Culioden,  are 
in  a  flate  to  put  to  fea,  I  fhall  avail 
my  felf  of  the  firfl  favourable  winds 
to  proceed  off  Cape  St.  Vincent,  in 
my  wav  to  Lifbon.  Captain  Cal- 
der,  wfiofe  able  affiftance  has  great- 
ly contributed  to  the  public  fer- 
vice  during  my  command,  is  the 
bearer  of  this,  and  will  more  parti- 
cularly defcribe  to  the  Lords  Com- 
miffioners  of  the  Admiralty  the 
movements  of  the  fquadron  on  the 
14rth,  and  the  prefent  ftate  of  it. 
I  am,  &c. 

J.  Jervis. 


•  Vi6^ory,  Britannia,  Barfleur,  Prince  Georfi:c,  Blenheim,  Namur,  Captain,  Go* 
liahy  Excellent,  Orion,  ColotTus,  Egmont,  Culioden,  Irrefiftiblc,  Diadem. 

t  Salvador  4el  Mundo  i ii  guns,  San  Jofcf  112,  San  Nicolas  80  [^4])  San  Ifi* 
dro  74  guns* 
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UJttfAt  ^atiifiifieei  op/nfidt9  the  Bri- 
OJh,  the  Htk  ^Tthrimy^  1797. 
Santifliina  Trinidada^  130  guns; 
Mexicaoa,  112;  Principe  d'Aftu- 
rias,  1 12;  Concqjcion,  U2;  Condc 
de  Rcgla,  112;  Salvador  del  Mundo, 
(taken)  112;  San  Jofef,  (taken) 
112;  San  Nicholas,  (taken)  84; 
Oriente,  74;  Gloriofo,  74;  At- 
lante,  74;  Conquefbdory  74;  So- 
berano,  74;  Firme,  74;  Pelayo, 
74;  SanGenaro,74;  San  Idelphon- 
fo,74;  San  Juan  Nepomuceno,  74; 
San  Francifco  de  Paula,  74;  San 
iOdro,  (taken)  74;  San  Antonio, 
74;  San  Pablo,  74;  San  Firmio,  74 ; 
Ncptima,74;  Bahama,  74;  Name 
unknown,  74;  Name  unknown, 
74.  [Then  follows  a  return  of 
the  killed  and  wounded  in  the  fqua- 
dron  under  the  command  of  Sir 
John  Jervis,  in  the  action  with  the 
Spanifli  fleet,  on  Feb.  14,  1797 — 
Total  killed  73,  wounded  227.— 
Total  300.] 

hmdon  Gazette  Extraordinary, 
Monday^  OHoberXe, 

Admiralty-Offct^OB.  16. 

Captain  Fairfax,  of  the  Venera- 
We,  arrived  early  this  morning 
with  difpatches  m)m  Adam  Dun- 
can, Efq,  Admiral  of  the  Blue, 
Commander  in  Chief  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  (hips,  &c.  employed  in  the 
North  Sea,  to  Evan  Nepean,  Efq. 
Secretary  of  the  Admiralty,  of 
which  the  following  are  copies  : 

FenerahU,  atfea^  1 3///  OB,  1797, 
tffthe  coajt  eflidland. 
Sir,  Be  pleafed  to  acquaint  the 
1-ords  Commiffioners  of  the  Admi- 
ralty, that,  judging  it  of  confe- 
qucncc  their  Lordfhips  fliould  have 
*^  early  information  as  poffible  of 
the  defeat  of  the  Dutch  fleet  under 
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the  command  of  Admiral  de  Win- 
ter, I  difpatched  the  Rofe  cutter 
at  three  P.  M.  on  the  12th  (1 1th) 
inflant,  with  a  (hort  letter  to  you 
immediately  after  the  a6Vion  was 
ended.     I  have  now  farther  to  ac« 
quaint  you,  for  their  Lordfliips  in- 
formation, that  in  the  night  of  the 
10th  inilant,  after  I  had  lent  away 
my  letter  to  you,  of  that  date,  I 
placed  my  fquadron  in  fuch  a  fitua- 
tion  as  to  prevent  the  enemy  from 
returning  to  the  Tcxel  without  my 
filing  in  with  them.      At  nine 
o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  11  th^ 
I  got  fight  of  Captam  Troliope's 
fquadron,  with  iignais  flying  for  an  , 
enemy  to  leeward ;  I  immediately 
bore  up,  and  made  the  (ignal  for  a 
general  chace,  and  foon  got  fight  of 
them,  forming  in  a  line  on  the  lar- 
board tack  to  receive  us,  the  wind 
at  north- weft.     As  we  approached 
near,  I  made  the  fignal  for  the  fqua- 
dron to  (liorten  Tail,  in  order  to 
conne^V  them ;  foon  after  I  faw  the 
land  between    Camperdown   and 
Egmont,  about  nine  miles  to  lee- 
ward of  the  enemy,  and  finding 
there  was  no  time  to  be  lofl  in 
making  the  attack,  I  made  the  fig- 
nal to  bear  up,  break  the  enemy's 
line,  and  engage  them  to  leeward, 
each  (hip  her  opponent,  by  which 
I  got  between  them  and  the  land, 
whither  they  were  fail  approaching. 
My  fignals  were  obeyed  with  great 
promptitude,    and    Vice -Admiral 
Onflow,    in   the    Monarch,    bore 
down  on  the  enemy's  rear  in  the 
moil   gallant  manner,  his  divifion 
followmg  his  example ;  and  the  ac- 
tion commenced  about  forty  mi- 
nutes paft  twelve  o'clock.    The 
Venerable  foon  got  through  the 
enemy's  line,  and  I  began  a  clofe 
a6^ion,  with  my  divifion  on  their 
van,  which  lafted  near  two  hours 
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mmA  a  half,  when  I  obferred  all  the 
mails  of  the  Dutch  Admiral's  iliip 
to  go  by  the  board.  She  was,  how- 
evcfi  defended  for  fome  time  in  a 
iBoft  gallant  manner;  but  being 
overprefled  by  numbers,  her  co- 
lours were  ftruck,  and  Admiral  de 
Winter  was  foon  brought  on  board 
Ihe  Venerable.  On  looking  around 
me,  I  obferved  the  fliip  bearing  the 
Vice-Admirars  flag  was  alfo  dif- 
malled,  and  had  furrendercd  to 
Vice- Admiral  Onflow;  and  that 
many  others  had  likewife  flruck. 
Finding  we  were  in  nine  fathoms 
water,,  and  not  ferther  than  five 
miles  from  the  land,  my  attention 
was  fo  much  taken  up  in  getting 
the  heads  of  the  difabled  fhips  off 
ihore,  that  I  was  not  able  to  diftin* 
juilh  the  number  of  fhips  captured ; 
I  and  the  wind  having  been  conflant- 
Jiy  on  the  land  (ince,  we  have  un- 
avoidably been  much  difperfed,  fo 
that  I  have  not  been  able  to  gain  an 
#xa6t<  account  of  them,  but  we  have 
taken  pofleffion  of  eight  or  nine : 
more  of  them  had  flruck,  but  tak- 
ing advantage  of  the  night,  and  be- 
ing fo  near  their  own  coafl,  they 
fiicceeded  in  getting  off;  and  fome 
of  them  were  fecn  going  into  the 
Texd  the  next  morning.  It  is 
with  the  greatefl  pleafure  and  f;itif-  . 
fft6lion  I  make-  known  to  their 
Lordfhips  the  very  gallant  behavi-. 
our  of  Vice- Admiral  Onflow,  the 
captains,  officers,  feamen,  and  ma- 
rines of  the  fquadron,  who  all  ap- 
peared aftuatedby.the  truly  Britifli 
Ipirit,  at  leafl  thofe  that  I  had  an 
opportunity  of  feeing.  One  of  the 
enemy's  fhips  caught  fire  in  the  ac- 
tion, and  drove  very  near  the  Ve- 
nerable; but  I  have  the  pleafure  to 
fay  it  was  extinguifhcd,  and  fhe  i$ 
one  of  the  fhips  in  our  pofleflion. 
The  fquadroa  has  fuffered  mticb  ia 


their  maib,  yards,  and  rigging,  zm 
many  of  them  have  loffa  numbe 
of  men ;  however,  in  no  proportioi 
to  that  of  the  enemy.  The  carnage 
on  boards  the  two  fhips  that  bor< 
the  Admirals  flags  has  been  beyond 
all  defcription;  they  have  had  nc 
lefs  than  two  hundred  and  fifty 
men  killed  and  wounded  on  board 
of  each  fhip.  And  here  I  have  to 
lament  the  death  of  Captain  Bur- 
gefs,  of  his  Majefly's  fhip  Ardent, 
who  brought  that  fliip  into  adion 
in  the  mofl  gallant  and  maflerly 
manner,  but  was  unfortunately 
killed  foon  after.  However,  the 
Ihip  continued  the  a6lion  clofe,  un- 
til quite  difabled.  The  public  have 
lofl  a  good  and  gallant  officer  in 
Captain  Burgefs ;  and  I,  with  c- 
thers,  a  fincere  friend.  Captain 
Trollope's exertions  and  aftivegood 
condua  in  keej>ing  fight  of  the  e- 
nemy's  fleet  until  I  came  up,  have 
been  truly  meritorious,  and,  I  trufl, 
will  meet  a  juH  reward.  I  fend 
this  by  Captain  Fairfax,  by  whofc 
able  advice  I  profited  much  during 
the  allien,  and  who  will  give  their 
Lordfhips  any  further  particulars 
they  may  wifti  to  know.  As  mofl 
of  the  fhips  of  the  fquadron  arc 
much  difabled,  and  feveral  of  the 
prizes  difmafied,  I  fhall  make  the 
befl  of  my  way  with  them  to  ihs 
Nore.  I  herewith  tranfmit  you  a 
lift  of  killed  and  wounded  on  board 
fuch  of  the  fquadron  as  I  have  been 
able  to  colleft,  a  lifl  of  the  enemy's 
fleet  oppofed  to  my  fquadron,  and 
my  line  of  battle  on  the  day  of  ac- 
tion. I  am,  Sir, 

your  mofl  obedient 
humble  Servant, 
AdamDuncak. 
[Then  follows  a  lill  of  killed  and 
wounded  on  board  the  fhips  of  Ad- 


miral Duncan's  fquadron. 
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Vfi  and  Mfpofitimrf  the  Dutch  fleet  w 
the  nth  f  OafAa-y  1797. 

Van. 

Vice-Admiral  Rcyntjcs, 

Commander. 

Cerberus,   Captain   Jacobfon,    68 

guns,  450  men. 
Delet,  Captain  Verdoorn,  56  guns, 

375  men.— Taken.  , 

Jupiter,  Vice- Admiral  Reyntjes  and 

Rear- Admiral  Meufes,  74  guns, 

550  men. — Taken. 
Alkmaar,  Captain  Kraft,  56  guns, 

350  men.— Taken. 
Haerlem,   Captain    Wiggarts,   68 

guns,  450  men. — ^Takcn. 
Munnikendam,  Captain  Lancafler, 

W  guns,  2  /  O  men.— Taken. 
Heldin,  Captain  Dumifhilde  L*Eef- 

trille,  32  guns,  230  men. 
Daphne  brig.    Lieutenant.  Frede- 
ricks, 18  guns,  98  men. 

Center. 
Admiral  de  Winter, 
Commander   in    Chief. 
Waflcnaer,   Captain    Holland,   64 

guns,  450  men. — Taken. 
Batavier,  Captain  Souters,  56  guns, 

350  men. 
Vr\'heid,  (the  Liberty)  Admiral  de 

Winter   and   Van    RofTem,    74 

guns,  :r50  men. — Taken. 
Slates  General,  Rear-Admiral  Sto- 
ry, 74  guns,  550  men. 
Leyden,  Captain  Mufquetier,  6^ 

guns,  450  men. 
Mars,  Captain  KoliF,  44  guns,  400 

men. 
Waakfaamheid,  Captain  Lieutenant 

Nicrop,  24  guns,  1 50  men. 
Minerva,    Captain    Eilbracht,   24 

guns,  1 50  men. 
Galatea  brig,  Lieutenant  Rivery, 

18  guns,  9»  men. 
Atalanta  brig.  Lieutenant  Plets,  IS 

guns,  98  men. 

Rear. 

Rear* Admiral  Bloys,  Commander. 


Admiral  Devrics,  Captain  Zegcrs, 
68  guns,  450  men.— Taken. 

Hercules,  Captain  Van  Ryfoort,  64 
guns,  450  men. — Taken. 

Brutus,  Rear-Admiral  Bloys,  74 
gims,  550  men. 

Belchermer,  Captain  Hinxt,  56 
gims,  350  men. 

Gelykleid,  (the  Equality)  Captain 
Ruyfen,  68  guns,  450  men.— Ta- 
ken. 

Ambufcade,  Captain  Lieutenant 
Huys,32  gims,270men. — Taken. 

Ajax  brig,  Lieutenant  Arkenbout^ 
1 8  gims,  98  men. 

Haa<5je,  (Avifo)  Lieutenant  Har- 
ten/eld,  6  guns,  31  men. 

Adam  Duncak. 

Difj.oJitiGn  rfthe  Briti/h  fju/tdtm  in  tig 
mdcr^hattk^  Utho/OBober^M^l. 

Larboard,  orLE«  Divisions. 
Richard  Onflow,  Efq,  Vice-Admi- 
ral of  the  Red,  Commander. 

1 .  Ruflel,  Henry  Trollope  Captain, 

74  guns,  590  men. 

2.  Dirertor,  William  Bligh,  Cap- 
lain,  64  gims,  491  men. 

S.  Montague,  John  Knight  Cap- 
tain, 74  gims,  590  men. 

4.  Veteran,  George  Gregory  Cap- 
tain, 64  gims,  401  men. 

5.  Monarch,  Vice-Admiral  Onflow, 
Edward    0'Br}'en    Captain,    74 

funs,  590  men. 
•owerful,WiHiam  O'BryenDru- 
ry  Captain,  74  gims,  590  men. 

7.  Monmouth,  James  Walker  Cap- 
•   tain,  64  gims,  400  men. 

8.  Agincourt,  John  Williamfon 
Captain,  64  guns,  400  men. 

Repeaters. 
Beaulieu  frigalc— Cutters :  Rofe, 
King  George,   Aftive,    Dili- 
gent.*—Speculator  lugger. 

Starboard,  or  W^eather  Di- 
vision. 
Adam  Duncan,  Efq.  Admiral  of  the 
Blue,  Commander  in  Chief,  &c. 
9.  Triumph, 
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9.  Triumph^  William  Henry  Ef- 
fington  Captaia,  74  guns,  &U) 
men. 

10.  Venerable,  Admiral  Duncan, 
William  (ieorge  Fairfax  Cap- 
tain, 74  guns,  503  men. 

11.  Ardent,  Richard  R.  Burgefs 
Captain,  64  guns,  491  men. 

12.  Bedford,  Sir  Thomas  Byard 
Captain,  74  guns,  590  men.  * 

1 3.  Lancafter,  John  Wells  Captain, 
64  guns,  491  men. 

14.  Belliqueux,  John  Inglis  Cap- 
tain, 64  guns,  491  men. 

15.  Adamant,  William  Hotham 
Captain,  50  guns,         men. 

16.  Ifis^  William  Mitchell  Captain, 
50  guns,  343  men. 

Repeaters. 
Circe  frigate, — Martin  floop. 

Adam  Duncak. 

Veneralky  (fOtfm-dnefs,  OB.  15, 17  J7^ 

Sir,  In  addition  to  my  letter  of 
the.  13th  inilant,  containing  the 
particulars  of  the  adion  of  the  1 1  th, 
and  which  I  have  not  been  able  to 
fend  away  until  this  day,  I  have  ,to 
acquaint  you,  for  the  information 
of  the  Lords  Commiifioners  of  the 
Admiralty,  that,  from  the  wind 
continuing  to  blow  on  the  Dutch 
coafl,  the  (hips  have  had  great  dif- 
ficulty in  keeping  off  the  lliore,  and 
that  we  have  unavoidably  been  fe- 
parated.  On  Friday  lafl  the  wind 
blew  flrong  from  the  weft-fouth- 
wcll  to  weft-north-weft,  and  con- 
tinued fo  to  do  until  Saturday  morn- 
ing; it  then  ftiifted  to  the  north, 
When  I  made  the  fignal  to  wear, 
ftood  to  the  weftward,  and  fortu- 
nately anchored  here  laft  evening; 
the  Venerable  being  fo  leaky,  that, 
with  all  her  pumps  going,  we  could 
but  juft  keep  her  free.     This  morn- 


ing I  obferved  the  fhips  named  \vl 
the  margin*  at  anchor  near  us, 
three  near  the  Kentifli  Knock,  and 
three  in  Uofley  Bay.  The  wind  is 
at  north-weft,  and  much  againft  the 
difabled  ftiips:  I  have  therefore 
fent  the  Lancafter  and  Beaulieu  out 
to  render  them  afiiftance.  Sir 
ThomasWilliams,  in  the  Endvmion, 
who  joined  me  the  day  after  the 
a6lion,  I  alfo  fent  in  fhore,  to  keep 
by  and  afTift  the  difabled  fhips; 
and  I  am  informed  that,  in  the 
eourfe  of  the  night,  he  fell  in  with 
a  Dutch  fliip  of  iki'^  line  off  the 
Texel,  and  had  engaged  her ;  but  I 
have  not  heard  the  particulars, 
lam.  Sir, 
your  moft  obedient 

humble  Ser\'ant, 
Adam  Duncan. 
EvanNepean^  Efq. 

ArticUs  ff  Cahitulatim  fir  the  Junrtn" 
Jcr  tfthe  ijland  rf  Trinidad^  ietvoem 
his  ExceSency  Sir  Ralj.h  Ahrcromfy^ 
Knight  rf  the  Bathj  Commander  in 
Ckirfef  his  Britanmc  Majefy's  hmd- 
farces;  his  Excellency  Henry  Harvey^ 
E/q,  Rear-Admiral  rf  the  Red^  tad 
Commander  in  Chief  ^  his  BritimrttC 
Majefiy^s  Jii/ts  and  vcjfels  ^  v:ar; 
and  his  Excellency  Dm  Jcf^  Maria 
Chacon^  Knight  <f  th  Order  tf  Cola- 
tiavoj  Brigadier  of  the  Royal  Nar^y^ 
Governor  and  Commander  in  Chef  if 
the  ifland  f  Trinidad  and  its  depend- 
encies^ Jnjjie^or  -general  tf  the  troops 
of  its  garrifonj  ^c. 

Article  I.  The  officers  and  troops 
of  his  Catholic  Majefty  and  his  al- 
lies in  the  ifland  of  Trinidad,  are  to 
furrender  themfelves  prifoncrs  of 
war,  and  arc  to  deliver  up  the  ter- 
ritory, forts,  buildings,  arms,  am-* 


*  Mooarch,  Powerful,  Lancafter,  Beaulieu. 
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munition,  money,  eff«<?b,  plans, 
and  ftorcs,  ^'ith  exact  inventories 
thereof,  belonging  to  his  Catholic 
Majefty;  and  they  arc-  hereby 
fransf erred  to  his  Britannic  Majef- 
tv,  in  the  fame  manner  and  pofTef- 
fion  as  has  been  held  heretofore  by 
kis  faid  Catholic  Majefty, 

II.  The  troops  of  his  Catholic 
Majefty  are  to  march  oul  with  the 
honours  of  war,  a;;d  to  lay  down 
their  arms,  at  the  diftance  of  three 
kundred  paces  from  tlie  forts  they 
occupy,  at  five  o'clock  this  even- 
ing, the  18  th  of  Februar)*, 

III.-  All  the  officers  and  troops 
aforefaid  of  his  Catholic  Majefty, 
are  allowed  to  keep  their  private 
cfFcfts,  and  the  officers  are  allowed 
to  wear  their  fwords. 

IV.  Admiral  Don  Sebaftian  Ruiz 
de  Apodaca,  being  on  ft i ore  in  the 
kland,  after  having  burnt  and  aban- 
doned his  fliips,  he,  with  the  officers 
and  men  belonging  to  the  fquadron 
under  his' command,  are  included 
in  this  capitulation,  under  the  fame 
terms  as  are  granted  to  his  Catholic 
Majefty *s  troops. 

V.  As  foon  as  fliips  can  be  con- 
veniently provided  for  the  pur- 
pofc,  the  prifoners  are  to  be  con- 
vcy»d  to  Old  Spain;  they  remain- 
ing prifoners  of  war  until  exchang- 
ed by  a  cartel  between  the  two  na- 
tions, or  until  tJie peace;  it  being 
clearly  underftood  that  they  fliall 
not  ferve  againft  Great  Biitain  or 
her  allies  until  exchanged. 

VI.  There  being  fomc  officers  a- 
mon^  his  Catholic  Majefty 's  troops 
who^e  private  aft'airs  require  their 
prcfence  at  different  places  on  the 
continent  of  Ameiica,  fuch  officers 
are  permitted  to  go  upon  their  pa- 
role to  the  faid  places  for  fix  months, 
mare  or  lefs;  after  which  period 
they  are  to  return  tc  Europe  j  but 


as  the  number  receiving  this  indul- 
gence muft  be  limited,  his  Excel- 
lency Don  Chacon  will  previouflv 
deliver  to  the  Britifti  commanders  a* 
lift  of  their  names,  rank,  and  piacc» 
which  they  are  going  to. 

VII.  The  officers  of  the  roya! 
adminift ration,  upon  the  dellverv 
of  the  ftores  with  which  they  are 
charged,  to  fuch  officers  as  may  be 
appointed  by  the  Britifli  command- 
ers, will  receive  receipts,  accord- 
ing to  the  cuftom  in  like  cafes, 
from  the  officers  fo  appointed  to 
receive  the  ftores. 

VIII.  All  the  private  property 
of  the  inhabitants,  as  well  Sranianfs 
as  fuch  as  may  have  been  naturaliz- 
cd,  is  prelervcd  to  them. 

DC.  All  public  records  arc  to  be 
prcferved  in  fuch  courts  or  offices 
as  they  are  now  in  ;  and  all  con- 
trads  or  purchafes  between  indivi. 
duals,  which  have  been  done  ac- 
cording to  the  laws  of  Spain,  are 
to  be  held  binding  and  valid  by  tlkc 
Britifti  government. 

X.  The  Spanifti  officers  of  ad- 
miniftration,  who  are  poftefled  ef 
landed  property  in  Trinidad,  are 
allowed  to  remain  in  the  iiland, 
they  taking  the  oaths  of  allegiance 
to  his  Britannic  Majefty ;  and  they 
arc  farther  allowed,  ftiould  they 
plcafc,  to  fell  or  difpofe  of  their 
property,  and  to  retire  elfewhere, 

XL  The  free  exercife  of  their 
religion  is  allowed  to  the  inhabit- 
ants. 

XII.  The  free  coloured  people, 
who  have  been  acknowledged  as 
fuch  by  the  laws  of  Spain,  ftiall  be 
protected  in  their  liberty,  pcrfons, 
and  property,  like  other  inhabit- 
ants; they  taking  the  oath  of  al- 
legiance, and  demeaning  themfelves 
as  becomes  good  and  peaceable  fub- 
jedts  of  his  Britannic  Majellv, 

Xni.  The 
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XIII.  The  failors  and  foldiers  of 
his  Catholic  Majefty  are,  from  Ihe 
time  of  their  laying  down  their 
arms,  to  be  fed  by  the  Britifh  go- 
vernment, leaving  the  expence  to 
be  regulated  by  the  cartel  between 
Ihe  two  nations. 

XIV.  The  fick  of  the  Spanifli 
troops  will  be  taken  care  of,  but  to 
be  attended,  and  to  be  under  the 
inrp>e6lion  of  their  own  furgeons. 

XV.  All  the  inhabitants  of  Tri- 
nidad  (hall,  within  thirty  day 
the  date  hereof,  take  the 
allegiance  to  his  Britannic  Majeftv, 
to  demean  themfelves  quietly  and 
faithfully  to  his  government,  upon 
pain,  in  cafe  of  non-compliance,  of 
Deing  fent  away  from  the  ifland. 

Done  at  Port  d^Efpagne^  in  the 
ifland  of  Trinidad,  the  18th 
"Hay  of  February,  1797. 

Ralph  Abercrombt, 
Henrt  Harvey, 
Joseph  Maria  Chacon. 

Rff^al  FrcceJJioh.  to  St.  PauVs 

The  19th  of  December  being 
the  day  appointed  for  a  General 
Thankfgiving,  for  the  three  great 
naval  viAones  obtained  by  his 
Majefty's fleets, under  the  command 
of  Lonls  Howe,  St.  Vincent,  and 
Duncan,  a  erand  proceilion  to  St. 
Paul's,  by  tne  Royal  Family  and 
the.  two  houfes  of  parliament,  took 
place.  The  Fopt  Guards  were  all 
on  duty  in  the  Strand  foon  after  fix, 
the  Horfe-Guards  lining  the  Park, 
Pall-mall,  and  Charing-crofs,  affift- 
ed  by  a  detachment  of  the  Queen's 
regiment  of  light  horfe,  and  the 
fixth  regiment  of JDkragoon- Guards. 
At  feven,  the  feamen  and  marines, 


with  their  officers,  aflembled  In 
Palace-yard,  and  at  eight  the  caval^ 
cade  commenced  in  &e  following 
order  :— 

A  divifion  of  marines  from  Chat- 
ham barracks,  with  a  band  of 
mufic* 

Seamen,  dx  in  front,  with  their 
lieutenants  and  petty  officers, 
with  drawn  fwords. 


r  rry     *  5    C      ^  ^      ••    •* 

VS  from     1  1 1  An  Attilkry  W.gjoa,  wi«b  U  ? 
oath  of    2*1  thcFreuchhUg,.  j  ||. 

The  following  officers  in  their 
carriages: — 

Vice- Admiral  Caldwell,  1ft  of  June^ 
1794*— Vice- Admiral  Goodall, 
14th  of  March,  17y5— Rear-Ad- 
miral  Hamilton,  23d  of  Tune, 
1795  —  Reprefentativcs  of  Ad- 
miral Earl  Howe,  Admiral  Lord 
Bridport,  and  Admiral  Lord 
Hotham. 

A  divifion  of  feamen,  with  their 
lieutenants,  &c. 


Artillery  Waggon,  with 
the  ^panilh  Flags. 


] 


IS. 
8| 

In  carriages  \^^ 

Vice- Admiral  Sir  C.  Thompfon, 
1 4th  of  February,  1797 — Captain 
J.  Harvey,  Trinidad,  17  th  of 
February,  1797  —  Reprefenta- 
tivcs of  AdiniVal  Earl  St.  Vin- 
cent, and  Rear- Admiral  Har- 
vey. 

A  divifion  of  feamen,  witli  tkeif 
lieutenants,  &c« 

Sg  r  Artillery  Waggon,  with  the 

•C  g  J    Dotch  Flags,  taken  from 

g  C  ^       Admirals  Dc  Wimer, 

^  «4  i        Reiotjcs,  and  Lucas. 


} 


*  The  dates  figaify  the  days  on  which  the  (eveial  memorable  adlions  were  fought. 
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In  images  :— 
Admiral  Lord  Duncan,  1  yh  of  Oc- 
tober, 1797  •*  Rear  -  Admiral 
Douglas,  17th  of  Augiift;  1797 
—The  lafl  officer  being  the  re- 
prefcntative  of  Vice  -  Admiral 
Lord  Keith,  to  whom  Admiral 
Lucas,  with  his  fquadron,  capi* 
tulated  in  Saldanha  Bay. 

A  deUchment    of  Marines  from 
Chatham. 
The  foreign  minifters  in  their 
carriages. 
The  Eaxl  of  Aylesford,  with  Fran- 
cis Barker,  Efq. 

The  Members  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons ;  in  the  rear  of  whom 
wme  the  Speaker^  in  his  ftatc- 
carriage.  ^ 

Three  Knights  Marfhalmen, 

Clerk  of  the  Crown, 
Mafters  in  Chancery,  and 
The  Twelve  Judges. 
The  Lords  Spiritual  and  Tempo- 
ral, in  their  robes,-  byt  not  rang- 
ed (from  accident  perhaps)  m 
the  order  of  their  rah^  or  fenio- 
rity. 

Lprd  High  Chancellor  in  his  robes 
of  itate, 

THE  &OTAL  CAVALCADB. 

1ft  coach,  Houfehol^  Officers  of  the 

.    Duke  of  Gloucefter. 

«.  His  Royal  Highnels  the  Duke 

of  Gloucefter,  and-  Prihcefs 

Sophia  of  Gloucefter. 

U.  Houfehold  Officers  of  the  Duke 

of  Clarence. 

4.  His  Royal  Highnefe  tlic  Duke 

of  Clarence. 
A  Party  of  the  Life-Guards. 

5.  Houfehold  Officers  of  the  Duke 

of  York. 
C  His  Royal  Highnefs.  the  Duke 
of  York* 
Vol.  XXXIX. 
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7.  Ladies  of  the  Bedchamber  to 

the  Queen. 

8.  Maids  of  Honour  to  the  Queen : 
9.  Equerries  to  her  Majefty, 

ro.  Ladies  of  the  Bedchamber  to 

the  Queen. 
U.  Mafter  of  the  Morfe  to  th« 

Queen. 

12.  Gentlemen  Ufliers  of  the  Privy 

Chamber. 

IS.  Deputy  Lord  Steward. 

14.  Lords  of  the  Bedchamber. 

15.  Attendants. 

16.    Mafter  of  the  Horfe  to  the 

King. 

17.    THEIR   MAJESTIES. 

Marflialmcn,  State  Trumpeters,  and 
a  numerous  body  of  Life-Guards. 

18.  Miftrefs  of  the  Robes  to  the 
Queen,  and  the  Lady  in  Waiting. 

19.  The  Princefles  Augufta  and 

Elizabeth. 

20.  The    Princefles    Sophia    and 

Mary. 

A  ftrong  Detachment  of  Life- 
Guards. 

In  this  manner  fhe  procefiion 
paraded  to  Temple- Bar,  wher« 
their  Majefties  were  received  by 

The  Lord  Mayor, 
drefled  in  a  crimfon  velvet  gown, 
mounted  on  a  fine  grey  horfe,  ele- 
gantly caparifoned,  and  bearing  the 
Iword  of  the  city,  which  he  deli- 
vered to  the  King,  with  his  head 
uncovered.  His  Majefty  accepted 
the  civic  compliment  with  the  ut- 
moft  politenefs,  and  immediately 
returned  the  fword  to  his  Lord- 
Ihip. 

The  two  Sheriffs,  and  four  of 
the  Common  Council,  attended  to 
the  Cathedral,  where  the  corpora- 
tion received  the  King.  —  The 
ftieriffs  in  their  gowns  of  office,  and 
the  fword  carried  by  the  Lord 
Mayor  immediately  before  his  Ma- 
F  jcfliy's 
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jcfty's  coach.— The  four  Common 
Council,  in  their  gowns,  before 
the  Aldermen.  —  At  the  weft  door, 
the  Peers  in  their  robes,  attended 
by  the  King  at  Arms,  and  other 
officers,  met .  their  Majefties,  the 
gentlemen  pcnfioncrs  being  all  in 
waiting. 

Exactly  at  a  quarter  paft  eleven, 
the  great  weft  doors  or  St.  Paul's 
were  thrown  open,  and  the  Royal 
Proceffion,  being  met  by  the  Bifliop 
of  London  and  the  Dean  and  Chap- 
ter', in  their  robes,  entered  the  ca- 
thcdial,  and  detachments  from  the 
1ft  and  Coldftream  regiment  of 
guards  formed  a  double  line  from 
iUc  weft  door  to  the  dome  ground- 
floor,  which  was  flanked  by  two  di- 
vifions  of  marines  in  the  rear ;  and 
tircularly  within,  eight  command- 
ers flags,  taken  froih  our  three 
naval  enemies,  the  French,  the 
Spaniards,  and  the  Dutch,  by  Ad- 
mirals Earl  Howei  Earl  St.  Vincent, 
and  Vifcount  Duncan,  were  dif- 
pla^ed  on  the  rifrht  and  left ;  the 
ftafrs  borne  by  the  flag-officers  of 
Great  Britain.  Their  Majefties 
were  preceded  by  the  Dukes  of 
York,  Clarence,  and  Gloucefter, 
and  Prince  Erneft,  and  followed  by 
the  five  Princefles,  and  faluted  by 
the  troops  with  refted  arms,  the 
drums,  cymbals,  and  other  inftru- 
ments,  playing  the  Grenadier's 
march^  As  fcon  as  the  King  arriv- 
ed at  the  navaTcircie,  he  ftopped, 
and  fpoke  for  fome  time  to  Lord 
Duncan,  who  fupported  the  captive 
colours  of  the  Dutch  Admiral  De 
Winter.  He  alfo  paufed  a  moment 
to  fpeak  to  Sir  Alan,  Gardener, 
who  bore  the  principal  French 
ftandard,  taken  ironi  that  enemy 
on  the  1ft  of  June.  At  the  en- 
trance of  tlie  choir  the  Court  of 


J 


Aldermen  were  drawn  up  on  the 
right  to  receive  them,  to  whom  the 
Royal  Vititants  paid  a  marked  re- 
fpeft.— On  entermgthc  choir, their 
Majefties  were  feated  under  a  crim- 
fon  canopy  of  ftate  :  the  King  took 
his  feat  on  the  right,  and  her  Ma- 
jefty  on  the  left:  the  Princefles 
were  in  a  compartment  on  the  left. 
The  Lord  Chancellor  was  in  a  dif- 
tinguiflied  feat  alfo  on  the  left,  a* 
was  the  Lord  Mayor  near  the  pulpit; 
'the  Bifliop  of  London  and  Speaker 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  had  ho- 
norary ftations  on  the  right,— The 
fervice  commenced  about  twelve* 
The  vocal  choir,  on  this  occafion^ 
was  removed  into  the  orzan  loft. 
—At  the  clofe  of  the  fint  leflbn^ 
a  naval  proceilion  commenced  td 
choral  muflc,  from  the  body  of  the 
church  to  the  choir,  when  the  Bri- 
tifti  Admirals  advanced  with  the 
colours  abpvementioned,  which 
were  fupported  by  junior  Flag^ 
Officers,  and  the  Captains  of  thole 
(hips  to  which  they  were  ftruck. 
They  pafled  through  the  choir, 
where  they  were  received  by  the' 
hands  of  the  Dean  and  Chapter, 
and  by  them  borne  and  ranged  on 
both  fides  the  altar  in  confccrated 
order.— The  remainder  of  the  fer- 
vice being  gone  through.  Dr.  Pret- 
tyman,  Biftiop  of  Lincoln,  as  Dean 
of  St.  Paul's,  preached  a  fermon, 
appropriate  to  the  occaflon,  from 
the  fecond  book  of  Samuel,  chap- 
ter 22d,  verfes  1ft,  2d,  and  3d.— 
The  fervice  of  the  day  being  con- 
cluded, the  proceflion  returned 
through  the  choir  in  fuller  flatc 
than  Uiey  had  entered,  being  join- 
ed by  all  the  Peers,  Commons,  &c. 
who  were  prefcnt  in  the  choir. 
Their  Majefties  were  preceded  by 
the  mak  branch  of  the  family,  in 

their 
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tlteir  order  and  collars  of  ftate^  viz. 
the  Dukes  of  York,  Clarence,  and 
Glouceflrer,  and  Prince  Erncft,  the 
Foreign  Amba^dors,  Sec.  The 
BiHiop  of  London  was  on  his  Mar 
jcfty's  right  hand,  and  the  Bifliop 
of  Lincohi  on  his  left*  The  fword 
of  ftate  was  borne  by  Earl  Spen* 
cer,  in  his  robes,  on  the  rights  and 
that  of  the  city  by  the  Lord  Maypr^ 
on  the  left  of  'th<i  King.  —  The 
King  appeared  in  blue  and  gold  j 
the  Qneen  in  mazarine  blue,  with 
a  diamond  head-drefs;  the  Prin- 
eefles  in  the  fame  coloured  vefts, 
with  chained  hcad-drefles  of  gold 
and  white  feathers.— Their  Majef- 
ties  were  received  with  applaufe  as 
they  oafled  the  body  of  the  church 
to  and  fro.  The  gallantLord  Dun- 
can.  was  greeted  with  rapturous  and 
repeated  plaudits.  —  Mr.  Pitt  and 
Mr.  Dundas  attended  the  Royal 
Proceffion  in  the  Windfor  drefs 
uniform,  and  were  received  much 
more  favourably  within  I  he  church 
than  they  had  been  in  their  paf^ge 
to  it!  The  ceremony  continued 
<ill  half-pafl  one,  when  their  Ma- 
jefties  returned  to  their  coach  of 
ihite,  and  returned  to  Bucking- 
ham-houfe,  under  a  fimilar  efcort. 
No  material  accident  occurred  to 
mar  the  fplendor  of  the  day, 
which  clofe^  with  great  credit  to 
ail  who  had  the  condu^  of  its  ca- 
nonical, civil,  and  military  arrange- 
mentsl 

The  fervice  was  concluded  )about 
half-paft  two,  when  the  proceffion 
returned  in  the  rcverfe  order  to 
that  in  which  it  went;  and  the 
Royal  Cavalcade  arrived  at  St. 
James's  a  feW  miilutes  after  four 
o'clock. 

The  faiiors  and  marines  were 
TJniverfally  cheered  by  the  popu- 
lace. .  Th».£Miner  were  h^ackcl  by 


a  number  of  lievtenants  and  nxid* 
ihipmen. 

The  fbreets,  fr6nL  the  Palace  .to 
Temple-Bar,  were  clofely  lined  on 
each  fide  by  the  Horfe  Guards  and 
the  iixth  regiment  of  dragoons^  and 
from  thence  to  .St.  Paul's,  by^tho 
London  Militia,  the  £a(l  India  Vo* 
hmteers,  the  Light  Horfe  Aflbcia- 
tion,  and  the  Gentlemen  of  the 
Artillery  Company.  The  regi- 
ment of  dragoons  and  feveral 
Other  corps  continued  to  parade 
the  flrcets  ol  Weftminftcr  for  the' 
greater  part  of  the  night,  and  all 
the  othef*  troops  were  under  orders 
to  attenrfit  a  minute's  notice ;  but 
happily  tne  peaceable  demeanoui* 
of  the  people  rendered  their  fer** 
vices  wholly  unneceflary.  »    '' 

Patroles  of  horfe  guards  and  other 
cavalry  paraded  the  principal  ftreets 
all  nighti 

Mr.  Pitt  was  very  grofsly  infult-'. 
ed  by  the  populace  on  his  way  ta 
the  cathedral;  in  confequence  of 
which  he  did  not  return  in  his  own 
carriage,  but  ftopped  to  dine  with 
the  Speaker  and  fome  other  gentle-- 
men  In  Doctors  Commons.  He 
was  efcorted  home  in  the  evening 
by  a  party  of  the  London  light 
hofft* 

The  whole  bufinefs  was  conduft* 
ed  with  the  titmoft  order  and  pro- 
priety, and  the  beauty  andclearnefs' 
of  the  day  greatlv  increafed  the  ' 
fplendor  and  brilliancy  of  the 
fpedacle. 

[Petishtis  having  htm  [trrfenftti fmH 
almofi  ey&y-  antnty^  titf^  and  tovM  'in 
Englan^i  to  his  M'ajhfiy  fir  Jteace  and 
thedifiniffcd  tffhis  mimjiersy  v:eJhdttonlj 
give  the  fiUcnoing  fhecimens  cwt  dining 
moft  of  the  arguments  that  could  be  hroHgSt 
fir  thai  pur [tofe^  and  tf^i^  fnolt^^ 
€tiers  are  ht  echs.1         ■  <i    ;         1* 
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The  humble  Jddrejs  and  Fetitim  efihe^ 
Lord  Mayor^  Jidermeuy  and  livery 
if  Ijmdon^  in  csmmm  hall  ajJetMed^ 
4M  Thurfday  the  2U  if  Manh^ 
1797. 
Klay  it  pleafe  you  M^'efty, 

WE,  your  Majcfty  *•  moft  faith-, 
ml  and  loyal  fubjet^^s,  the 
l^rd  Mayor,  ALdennei^,  and  Livery 
of  th^  city  of  London,  in  opnimon 
hall  aiSembled,  approach  the  throno 
,  with  deep  affluEnon,  and  with  the 
moft  awful  apprehenfiocs  from 
y9Ur  Majefly's  miniflers  invaria*- 
bly  perfiiling  in  meafures  which 
aa  accuQUulation  of  unprecedented 
Calamities  has  manifefily  proved 
unwife  aad  deftru&ive,  immediate- 
y  tendinc  to  pervert  and  even  to 
aeflroy  me  acknowledged  prin* 
ciples  of  our  juIUy  boafted  coofti- 
tuiioQ. 

We  lament  that  by  the  evil  in- 
fligations  of  your  Majefly's  advifers, 
thefe  nations  have  been  plunj;ed 
into  a  war,  unparalleled  in  milery 
and  deftru^tion,  which  has  nearly- 
ruined  our  commerce)  impoveriOi- 
'  ed  our  maau&^uimrB,  depopulated 
our  country,  iapped  the  public 
credit,  and  vridely  extended  the 
ipoft  flagitious  corruption. 

We  moft  deeply  deplore  that 
your  Majefty's  mmifters,  absAdon* 
uxg  the  principles  they  once  pro* 
£efled,  have  ende^vourod  to  pre* 
vent  tjac  remonftrances  of  your 
people,  attacking  the  very  vitals  of 
our  conftitution,  and  depriving 
your  fubje^  of  liberties  which 
their  ancefton  with  fb  much  ener* 
1^'  ^  claimed,  demanded,  and  in- 
Siledoa  as  their  undoubted  right 
and  inheritance,'*  and  which  it  is 
our  duty  to  Ininfmit  to  our  pof« 
icrity  pure  and  ijiyioUte;  iw4fQC 


the*  defenqe  and  prefervttion  oi 
which  your  Majefty's  royal  houfe 
was  chofen  and  placed  upon  ihtt 
throne  pf  thefe  realms. 

We  t}ierefore  snoft  humbly  be- 
(eech  your  Majcfty  to  difuniu  for 
^er  from  yopr  ^iajeft>''s  prefence 
and  councils  .  thofe  advifcr%  both 
public  and  fecret,  of  the  ineafurcs 
we  lament,  not  doujbtinff  that  by  a 
change  of  councils  fuch  meafures 
may  be  adopted  Us  will  (peedily 
procyre  the  ineftimable  bleutn^  of 
peace,  and  produce  fuch  a  fyuem 
of  (economy  as  ihall  reftore  the 
public  credit  and  the  happiaefe  of 
your  people.  But^  ihould  your 
Majeffy  any  longer  confide  in  fuch 
advifers,  we  are  firmly  convinced 
that  they  will  complete^  undermine 
that  bafis  of  national  proi^rity  and 
happinefs,  the  reciprocal  confidence 
of  a  Sovereign  and  a  free  people, 
and  inevitably  deftroy  the  boafted 
privUeges,  the  internal  peace,  and 
the  numerous  bleffings  that  Britons 
have  heretofcwe  enjoyed. 


Watfon  Mayor.-^/jf  a  meeting  «r  of- 
.  fimbly  tf  the  Meyvy  Aldermen^  ad 

JUueiynA  ifthefeveral  cmnfuaua  / 

the  city  rfhmdm^  in  common  hedl  af' 
fmbtedy  at  the  Guildkdl  if  the  Jkii 

cityy  m  Jhtr/day  the  \ltk  dcy  ff 

May^  1797,— 

RESOLVED,  That  his  Majcf- 
ty's  minifters  have  wantonly 
plunged  this  nation  into  an  unjuft 
tnd  unneceflary  war,  which  has 
produced  a  ferics  of  calamities  un- 
exampled in  htftory,  «n  ejioimout 
increafe  Qf  public  debt,  an  alarm* 
ing  diminution  of  our  trade  an^ 
maiKS&dures,  an  abridgement  of 
our  rights  and  priv}l<B^eSy  a  fhame- 
M  pc^wfi^a  9£9iV^  oatioaaL  wealdi, 
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hy  fvM^fiung  aUies  alMtd,  and 
&pportiag  a  Tyftem  of  conlipUon 
at  honaev  to  the  deftnuEtion  of  pub- 
lie  credit :.  thus,  evincing  a  difpo- 
fitioA  to  Sacrifice  the  blood,  trea- 
fure,  and  liberties  of  the  kingdom^, 
in  fupport  of  meafures  repugnant 
to  the  principles  of  the  conftitntion, 
derog^tonn  to  the  dignity  and'&fety 
ef  the  King,  and  inconlifbnt  with 
the  happineis  of  the  people. 

Refolvcd,  That  it  appeais  the 
more  ncceHary  that  we  ihould  at 
this  time  have  the  fiiil  exercife  of 
the  right  of  petitioning,  becauie 
the  unprecedented  calamities  of  the 
country  demand  that  his  Majcfty's 
faithful  fubjeifb  ihould  reprefent  to 
him  the  true  fhte  of  afairs,  and 
pray  the  difmiflal  of  thofe  weak 
and  wicked  miniflers,  whofe  mif- 
condu£kand  incapacity  have  brought 
this  once  |;reat  and  flourishing  na*- 
tion  into  its  prefent  (late  of  unpa- 
nlleled  tlifirefs,  and  who  have 
proved  themfelves  utterly  incompo* 
tent  to  conduct  the  w.ar,  or  nego- 
tiate a  peace. 

Refolved,  That  whoever  advifed 
his  Majefty  to  refufe  receiving  the 
Petition  of  the  Livery  of  London 
with  the  accu domed  marks  of  at- 
tention and  refpe6k,  thereby  placing 
a  barrier  between  the  Monarch  and 
his  fubje^ls,  is  an  enemy  to  the 
King,  and  to  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  the  people. 

Refolve4,  That  any  complaint 
made  againll  the  tyrannical  or  op- 
preflive  meafures  of  his  Majeily's 
minifters,'  muil  necedarily  be  una- 
vailing,-if  the  immediate  communi- 
cation with  the  King  be  fufpended, 
and  the  reprefenUition  of  the  Peti- 
tion is  to  depend  on  the  ebfe^uious 
minions  of  authority,  or  cnminal 
confpirators  i^inil  public  liberty. 

Refolved,  That  the  reprefenU- 


tives  .for  this  city  in  parliament  be 
inftru^ed  to  make  a  motion,  or 
fupport  a  motion,  ^*  That  an  hum* 
ble  addrels  be  prefented  to  his 
Majefty,  praring  him  to  difraifs 
from  his  presence  and  councils  hii^ 
prefent  weak  and  wicked  miniften% 
as  the  moft  likely  means  of  obtain* 
ing  a  fpecdy  and  permanent-peace.*^  * 
And  they  are  hereby  inlhuftcd  Ac- 
cordingly. 

Refolved,  That  the  proceedings 
of  the  common  halls  on  the  l^th 
of  April  and  on  this  day,  be^fi^ed 
by  the  town-clerk,  and  puhhfhed 
once  in  every  newfpaper  in  -  Great 
Britain.  And  that  the  eledort 
throughout  the  kingdom  be  ^earnefi* 
ly  invited  to  afleinble  and  inftrud 
their  reprefentativcs  in  padiameot 
to  addrefs  the  King  to  remove  his 
prefent  minillers,  as  th^  only  (lep 
by  which  the  deftrudion  of  thfc 
conititution  and  the  ruin  of  the 
country  can  be  averted. 

Refolved,  That  any  petition  to 
countera^l  the  deciiions  of  this  and 
former  numerous,  refpe^able,  and. 
uninfluenced  common  hatls,  will  be 
departing  from  the  great  and  gene- 
rail^  adopted  political  principle  of 
majority  and  minority,  legally  col- 
ledted. 

Refolved,  That  the  Lord  Mayor, 
by  dMblving  the  la(l  common  hall 
on  a  frivolous  and  unfounded  pre- 
tence of  the  irrelevance  of  the  reso- 
lution which  was  moved  to  the  oc- 
cafion  on  which  the  hall  was  aflem- 
bied,  by  refufing  to  convene  ano- 
ther common  hall  for  all  the  pur* 
pofes  fpeciiied,  on  a  liiie  frivolous 
and  unfounded  pretence  of  the  Li- 
very of  London  not  being  a  delibe  • 
rative  body;  and  by  conv<»ning  the 
prefent  common  liall,  for  pur« 
pofes  ihort  of  thoie  which  w«re 
fpccified  inihe  requifition,  has  vio- 
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latcd'  tfie  rights  of  the  livery,  has 
fuffered  his  political  attachtnents  to 
warp  his  official  condu^  and  prov- 
ed himfelftobeutterl}  undcferving 
of  the  confidence  of  his  conftitu- 
cnts.  RIX. 


To  the  K'mg*s  Mofi  ExcetUnt  Majffy. 
77t€   humble   Petition  rf  the    Nobility^ 
Gentry  f  CUrgy^  Xewteuayy  FredioUers 
if  the  county  of  Middle/ex. 

WE  beg  leave  to  approach 
your  Majcfty  with  the  moft 
dutiful  alTurances  of  the  fame  una- 
bated attachment  to  your  Majefty's 
royal  pccfon,  for  which  this  county 
has  been  at  all  times  diftinguiflied. 
We  humbly  reprefcnt  to  your  Ma- 
jefly  that  we  are  driven,  by  the 
pernicious  councils  and  palpable 
incapacity  of  your  Majcfty 's  pre- 
sent miniflers,  to  appeal  dircf^ly  to 
your.  Majcfty's  perfonal  benevo- 
lence and  wifdom,  to  fave  us,  if  it 
be  pofSblc,  from  the  fatal  confe- 
quences  of  their  mal-adminiflra- 
tion ;  that  the  burdens  and  diftrefles 
of  every  fort  with  which  we  are  op- 
prefled,  are  principally  owing  to 
•the  prefent  war,  and  that  it  cannot 
be  continued  without  ruin  to  your 
people :  That,  in  order  to  plunge 
the  country  into  this  defh-udivc 
war,  all  manner  of  falfe  pretence^ 
have  been  fucceffively  fet  up  and 
abandoned  by  your  Majcflv's  mi- 
nifters  J  That  the  objects  of  it  were 
'never  expreflly  ilated  by  them ;  and 
that,  in  the  condu6l  of  it,  no  dif- 
tinfl  policy  or  fyftem  of  adion  has 
been  adhered  to.  At  firft  they  faid  it 
was  a  caufe  of  general  concern,  in 
which  your  Majefty  had  reafon  to 
hope  for  the  cordial  co-operation 
of  the  other  powers  of  Europe. 
Th«  greater  part  of  thofe  powers 


nevcrthelefs  either  did  not  j6in,  or 
very  foon  dcfertcd  the  <:rommon 
caufe;  fome  of  them  have  turned 
againil  us,  and  all  of  them  have 
left  it,  in  cffe6l,  to  your  Majefty 
and  your  people,  to  bear  the  bur-^ 
den  of  the  conteft.  That  your'Ma- 
jefty's  minifters  have  perpetually 
deluded  parliament  atnd  the  nation 
with  ian^uinc  exp<f^tions  of  fuc- 
cefs,  derived  from  the  mined  fbito 
of  the  finances  of  France,  concern- 
ing the  refuit  of  which,  their  loofc 
fpeculations  and  daily  predi^ons 
have  invariably  proved  falfe;  but 
that  their  own  perfeverance,  fup- 
ported  by  fuchdeuifions,  have  really 
plunged  this  kingdom  into  difficul-* 
ties  which  threaten  us  with  univcr- 
fal  bankruptcy,  beggary,  and  rtiin  : 
That  the  expences  of  the  war  have 
been,  and  continue  to  be,  enor- 
mous and  infupportabie,  and  are 
not  to  be  conipenfated  even  by 
viftory  and  fucccfs :  That,  by  ilU 
concerted  fchemes  of  conqueft  in 
peftilentiai  climates,  the  flower  of 
your  Majefty's  armies  has  perifhed 
without  aftion  or  glory:  That, 
while  parliament  has  provided,  and 
the  nation  has  paid,  for  the  fupport 
of  a  naval  force  more  than  adequate 
to  the  prote6^ion  of  every  part  of 
the  Bntifli  empire,  your'Majefiy's 
kingdom  of  Ireland  has  been  Itfi 
defencelefs;  and  that  even  the 
brilliant  aflions  which  do,  honour 
to  the  perfonal  fkill  and  bravery  of 
your  Majefty's  naval  officers  and 
feamen,  are  a  reproach  to  the  mi- 
niflers,  who  have  expofedyour  Ma- 
jeftjr's  fleets  to  contefts  agaJnft  fu* 
penor  numbers,  in  which  they  had 
no  right  to  cxpea  iuccefs:  That, 
by  an  illegal  and  arbitrary  aft  of 
your  Majefly's  Privy  Council,  a- 
dopted  on  the  reprefentation  of  the 
prefent  Chancellor  of  the  Kvche- 
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^ucr,  a  (hock  has  been  given  to  the 
credit  of  the  Bank  of  England, 
which  can  never  be  folly  retrieved : 
That  the  pretended  neceffity  of  re- 
ferving  for  the  public  fcrvice  the 
fbede  deposited  by  individuals  in 
the  Bank,  is  a  condemnation  of 
your  Majefty's  minifters,  by  whofe 
meafures  alone  fuch  neceifity  could 
have  been  created,  and  which  may 
be  pleaded  at  any  time,  and  applied, 
vim  equal  realon,  to  any  private 
property  whatfoever,  which  an  ar- 
bitrary government  may  be  able  to 
kizt  and  appropriate  to  their  own 
purpofes,  under  colour  of  the  pub- 
lic lervice  :  That  the  memory  of 
this  deteftabk  tranfa£tion  will  live 
in  the  minds  of  men,  and  create 
fuch  a  perpetual  diflrufl  of  the  good 
faith  of  the  Bank  of  England,  and 
of  all  bankers,  as  cannot  be  remov- 
ed, even  by  tiie  Bank's  bein^  per- 
mitted by  your  Majefty's  mimftry 
to  revert  to  ilfi  principles,  and  to 
make  its  payments  with  honeftv 
hereafter)  iince  no  man  can  be  ai- 
iured  that,  when  a  preced«nt  of 
this  atrocious  nature  has  once  been 
eihbliibed  with  impunity,  it  will 
not  be  followed  by  the  fame  or 
other  minifters ;  or  that  even  the 
apparent  good  hiih  with  which  the 
JBankmay  again  begin  to  pay  its 
creditors  in  foecie,  may  not  bi  in- 
tended for  a  Inare  to  draw  gold  and 
filver  into  the  Bank,  where  it  may 
again  be  <letained  by  an  order  of 
the  Privy  Council,  on  another  re- 
prefentation  from  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer.  We  moft  hum- 
hlv  reprefent  to  your  Majefty,  that 
all  thefe  evils  are  owing  to  the  grois 
mifcondu^  and  utter  incapacity  of 
your  Majeily's  miniftcrs,  who  have 
ftewn  themfelves  unable  to  make 
war  with  energy,  or  to  negotiate 
^  peace  with  dignity  or  £^o}Xt. 


That  they  have  defienedly  thrown 
away  ev^ry  favourable  opportunity 
of  treating  with  advantage,  and 
have  made  no  ufe  of  fuccefs  bpt  to 
inflame  and  delude  the  nation,  at 
any  expence  and  hazard,  into  a 
fenielefs  and  defperate  profecution 
of  the  war :  fo  that,  in  their  hands, 
even  fortunate  events  are  convert- 
ed into  fburces  of  additional  dif- 
tre&  and  protra<^ed  calamity  to 
your  'Majefty's  faithful  fub)e<^. 
We  therefore  mofl  humbly  lolicit 
your  Majefty  to  difmifs  your  Ma- 
jefty's prefent  criminal  and  incapa- 
ble minifters  from  your  Majefi^'s 
councils,  by  which  alone  it  is  pofli- 
ble  that  public  credit  may  be  gra* 
dually  reitored,  and  that  peace  may 
be  obtained  on  fafc  and  honourable 
terms. 

And  your  Majefty's  petitioners 
Audi  ever  pray,  &c« 


To  the  King's  Mf/i  Excellent  Majejfy. 
The  humhk  Petition  cf  the  Inhabitants 
(houfehoUers)  cfthe  city  and  liierty  ff 
"    Weftminjier. 

WE,  your  Majefty's  moft  du- 
tiful  fubjedts,  the  inhabit- 
<flnts^(houfeholders)  of  the  city  and 
liberty  of  Weftminfter,  humbly  beg 
leave  to  approach  your  Majefty  in  a 
crifis  of  the  greateft  danger  to  Qur 
country  that  it  has  experience^ 
fince  the  Revolution.  Your  MajeC- 
ty'sjninifters  have  involved  us  In  ^ 
war,  in  the  profiacution  .of  which 
they  have  alrejjkdy  Squandered  up- 
wards of  J  30  millions  of  money. 
They  have  already  laid  taxes  upon 
the  people  to  the  amount  of  fix 
millions  and  a  half  annuallv :  and 
the  lives  which  they  have  ikcrific- 
ed,  and  the  fum  which  they  hai^ 
added  to  human  mifery,  exceeds  a^l 
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^IcitUHon  or  15elief.  We  humbly 
reprefent  to  your  Majcfty,  that  in 
tlie  hands  of  thofe  minifters,  no- 
thing has  proffJercd.  Inftead  of 
reftoring  monarchy  in  I^rance,  they 
have  been  compelled  to  recOgnJ(*e 
the  republic  there  ef^abiiflied,  and 
to  offer  propofftls  of  peace  <o  it. 
Inftead  of  difmembering  the  terri- 
tones  of  that  republic,  they  have 
'r  fuffered  it  to  add -to  them  the  Ne- 
therlands, Holland,  and  great  part 
6fl*aly  and  Germany;  and  even  a- 
part  of  thefe  kingdoms,  which  the 
fleets  of  that  republic  have  infult- 
*d,  have  only  been  preferved  from 
the  caljfmities  of  an  mvafion  by  the 
accidents  of  the  feafons.  In  their 
negotiations  for  peace  they  have 
been  cqurlly  unfuccefsful.  It  was 
to  be  e\pe(ftcd.  When  they  afked 
})eace  they  were  abj^tfi,  but  not  fin- 
cere ;  they  acknowledged  their  im- 
po.tencCj.but  not  their  errors;  they 
difcovered  the  moft  hoftile  difpofi- 
tions  towards  Franceat  the  v«ry  time 
they  proved  th«ir  utter  inability  to 
contend  with  hcr>.  When  they 
"U^antcd  to  obtain  our  confent  to 
the  war,  th'jy  atTlired  us  that  it  was 
iAece(?i:  y  for  the  fafety  of  our  own 
commerce.  At  this  mopient  moft 
<ftf  the  ports  of  Europe  are  fhut  a* 
gamfl:  us,  goods  to  an  immenfe  a- 
piount  a'*e Tying  upon  the  hands  of 
our  merchants!  ard  the  manufac- 
luring  poor  a"e  flarving  by  thoti- 
-fends.  They  afl\ired  us  the  war  Wc.s 
tiecefHiry  for  the  prefervatio-i  of 
property  and  pifblic  cre^lit.  They 
ha\  e  rendered  every  man's  propen- 
ty  fi't^jctft  to  an  order  of  V^e  Privy 
•Council;  and  the  Bank  of  England 
has  Roy  ped  payment .  They  afflir- 
eft  us  that  the  war  wa*?  neceffery  for 
the  prcferva<l<»n  of  the  conftjfii- 
^i^oJS  :— They  ,  haVe  d'eftroyed  its 
•feeii  part,  which  is'  its^- liberty,  by 


opprefiive  rethiAions  opdn  the 
right  of  petitioning,  and  upon  the 
freedom  of  the  prels ;  by  proiecut- 
ing  innocent  men  under  tMt  pre* 
tencesj  by  fending  money  to  fo' 
reign  princes  without  the  cottfcnt 
of  parliament;  while,  by  eretSting 
barracks  throughout  the  kingdom, 
they  give  us  reafon  to  fufpcft  their 
intention  of  firtally  fubjeaing  th« 
people  to  military  defpotifm.  They 
afliired  us  the  war  was  neceffiu^  for 
the  prcfcrvation  of  the  unity  of  otir 
empire.  But  they  have  fo  conduc- 
ed, and  are  ftiil  fo  conducing 
themfelves  in  Ireland,  as  to  alien- 
ate the  flflPe6^ions  of  that  brave, 
lo^'al,  oppreHed,  and  p^fecuted  na- 
tion, and  to  expofe  the  moft  flou- 
rifhing  of  its  provinces  to  all  the 
horrors  of  lawlefs  military  violence. 
Thefe  are  not  common  errors: 
they  are  great  crimes;  and  of  thefe 
crimes,  before  God  and  our  coun« 
trv,  we  accufe  your  miniflers.  Oof 
affefi:ions  to  your  Majetty*^  perfen, 
our  loValty  to  your  government^ 
are  Unabated ;— your  Majefty'e  vir 
tues  are  a  pledge  for  the  one ;  the 
conftilution  w*hich  makes  you 
King  for  the  other.  But  duty  to 
our  fellow  countrymen  and  to  our 
pofterity,  which  is  but  another 
name  for  that  atfe^tion  and  loyally^ 
impels  us  to  reprefent  to  your  Ma*- 
jefty,  that  your  minifters  arc  dc». 
fraiiding  us*  of  the. benefit  of  thof^ 
virtues^  by  deftroying  the  channels 
through  which  they  flow.  They 
have  tarnifhcd  the  national  honour 
and  glor}' ;  they  have  opprefled  the 
poor  wiih  aim  oft  intolet^able  bur* 
thcns;  they  have  poifoned  the  in- 
tercourfe  of  private  life  j  they  have 
given  a  fatal  blow  to  public  credit; 
they  have  divided  the  empire;  and 
they  have  fub verted  the  conftitu- 
•fion.    Wfe  humbly  pray  your  Me- 
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jcfty^  Acpcfore^  to  difinifi  th«n 
from  your  prefenc^  and  councils 
for  ever. 

To /he  Kinfs  Mofi  Excelknt  Majefy. 

The  latmlk  Pcfitlvi  cf  the  wtk^figncd 
Btteijddets^j  tliecQiMty^Ddfim.     .  • 

^     May  It  picafe  yoiif  Majefty,    - 

W£,  vowr  Majefty 's  mod  duti- 
ful and  io)al  f\ibje<5bs,  take 
this  opportunity  of  Cxprefling  our 
loyally  and  attachment  to  your  Ma- 
jefty's  perfon  and  family,  and  thofe 
principles  which  placed  them  on 
the  th;rone  of  thefe  realms ;  and  at- 
the  fame  lime  of  declaring,  th^t,  iii 
ftich  a  period  as  the  prefent,  we 
fhouid  think  it  little  fliort  of  trea- 
fon  to  be  filent  on  the  ftate  of  tliis 
your  Majcfly's  kingdom  of  Ireland. 
It  is  not  merely  pfa  long,  difaft- 
rous,  unjuft,  and  unneccflary  war, 
which  liks  deftroyed  public  credit, 
commerce,  and  manufadlures,  we 
complain:  your  Msyefty,  in  your 
wifdom,  muft  have  perceived  the 
evil  confequences  of  that  war 
through  every  part  of  your  domi- 
nions;—It  is  not  the  melancholy 
waftc  of  blood  and  treafure  of 
which  we  complain;  becaufc  thofe 
calamities  cannot  now  be  remedied; 
—but  we  beg  leave  to  approach 
your  throne  with  a  plain  unexaggc- 
rated  ftate  of  our  prefent  diftrefT- 
ing  grievances.  Ever  fince  the  ad- 
miniftration  of  the  great  Lord  Cha- 
tham, almoft  all  good  and  >^'ife  men 
have  concurred  in  the  abfolute  ne- 
ccfiity  of  a  parliamentary  reform, 
as  well  for  the  fccurity  of  the  throne 
as  the  people.  Your  Majefty's 
prefent  miniHer  has  given  icflbns 
to  the  empire  on  that  head  which 
can  never  be  forgotten;  and  the 
ruin  which  has  accpmpanied  bis  de- 


mtion  from  that  principle  has  de- 
monftrated  the  neceffity  of  thai 
meafuic.  The  dutiful  and  loyal- 
petitions  of  your  people  have  not 
been  attended  to :  the  moft  confti- 
tutionaUtul  k>>'al  means  of  feeking 
redrefs  have  tnren  oppof^sd  by  tlie 
moil  unconilitutional  .and  JU«|al 
coercions :  every  right  fo.r  the  cfta- 
blifhment  of  which  our  forefathers 
died  their  blood,  and  for  the  pro- 
teftion  of  whicli  your  Majelh  '5  an- 
ceftors  were  called  to  the  throne, 
has  been  fucceHive^'  taken  away  br 
the  undac  influenco.of  your  Majel\ 
ty's  prefent  nainifters;  the  right  of 
petitioning,  greatly  invaded  by  the 
CobveAtiOn-bill;  the  trial  bv  jury, 
by  fummary  convi^lion^j  under  the 
moft  unconftitutional  laws ;  the  li- 
berty of  the  prefs^  and  the  freedom 
of  fpeech,  by  the  Aameful  encou- 
Eagement  of  fpies  and  informers ; 
the  right  of  habeas  corjius  has  bdun 
fufperided;  and  the  great  right, 
which  is  the  fecurity  of  all  othe^ 
rights,  the 'right  of  bearing  arms^ 
has  been  groflly  violated,  not 
only  by  a  feries  of  laws  repugnant 
to  the  written  and  acknowledged 
compa^b  between  the  crown  and 
the  people,  exprciied  unequivocally 
in  the  Bill  of  Rights,  but,  in  a  late 
inftancc,  by  an  a(^  of  ftate  avowed- 
ly illegal.  We,  therefore,  humMy 
entreat  your  Majefty  to  dlfn.iis 
from  your  councile  apd  prrfehci^ 
your  prefent  minifters,  as  the  lirft 
ftep  towards  reftorin^  peace,  prof- 
perity,  and  happinefs  to  this  dif- 
traftcd  country,  and  thereby  firm- 
ly fecuring  the  intcrefts  of  th« 
crown  and  people,  which  are  both 
at  prefent  in  the  moft  alarming 
danger.  And  we  further  entreat 
your  Majefty  immediately  to  call 
iTuch  men  to  your  councils  as  may 
aflift  your  people  in  obtaining  a 
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refwm  of  parliament,  embracing* 
*vcry  religious  pcrfuaiion,  as  the 
fbrc  and  only  means  of  rendering 
this  kingdom  profperous  and  hap- 

py- 

Ar.  Johnston,  Chairman, 
Ed.  Pott  in  ger,  Secretary. 
By  and  on  ihe  behalf,  and  at  the 
ddirc  of  four  thoufand  eight 
hundred  and  three  freeholders 
of  the  county  of  Down,  who 
fubfcribed  their  names  to  the 
above  petition. 

Metttrn  to  the  Order  rf  the  HmaurahU 
Hmfe  <f  Commons^  ef  the  24#A  ef 
Afarch^  \191yfir  ttn  account  rf  the 
jidwmces  made^  or  ordered  to  be  made^ 
fir  thejeroicf  of  his  Jmfierial  Maje/fy, 
fitcethe  \Sth  f  Decemhar^  1796.-— 
j§ndalfo^thefecuritiafir  the  refntj^- 
WKHt  ^  the  fame;  together  with  anac- 
eomtt  efthe  dates  if  the  advances  re* 
•  Jj^Sivefy, 

ADVANCES  MADE. 

f9fh  December,  1796  -  Z.50,000 
S8th  January,  1797  -  1 10,000 
ISth  February  ...  90,000 
54th  February  ...  30,000 
4th  March  -  -  .  .  100,00d 
llth  March    ....     120,000 


X.500,000 


No  further  advances  have  been 
•rdered. 

The  fecurity  for  the  repayments 
of  thefe  Aims  is  the  receipt  of  the 
s^nts  of  the  Emperor,  accompa- 
kied  with  an  engagement  of  the 
Imperial  Minifter  at  this  court,  that 
the  fame  fliall  be  repaid  out  of  any 
loan  which  may  be  made  in  Eng- 
land  for  the  fervice  of  the  Empe- 
for,  whenever  circumftances  per- 
BUt  fupii  loan  to  be  made. 

Charles  Loyc. 

Whitehall  Treasury  ChamhcrSy 
March  ith^  iVdl . 


FINANCIAL    STATE    OF    THE  NA- 
TION. 
Re/tort  rf the  Secret  Committee  afi/mnied 

to  enquire  into  the  Faaacial  State  ef 

the  Nation. 

•  I — The  J^uUc  Funded  Deh. 

THE  total  amount  of  thp  public 
debts,  as  they  ftoodupon  the 
5th  of  January,  1793,  appears  to 
have  been,  in  funded  capitH, 

L,  1238,231, 24«     5     2^ 

And  the  total  of  the  annual  intereft 
and  charge  of  the  public  funded 
debt  at  that  period  amounted  to 
Z.  9,325,866'    4     3j 

The  public  debts  which  arofe  be- 
tween the  5th  dav  of  January^ 
1793,  and  the  5th  of  January, 
1797,  appear  to  have  been  creat. 
ed  b^  the  raifing  of  59,000,0001. 
fieri  mg  upon  loans,  and  by  the 
funding  of  navy,  vi^htalling,  and 
tranfport  bills,  to  the  amount  of 
7,624.,896L  6s.  id.  fterling;  a- 
mounting  in  the  whole  to  the 
fumof         Z.  66,624,896     6     1 

And  it  appears  that,  in  confequcnce 
thereof,  the  total  amount  of  the 
public  debts  created  between  the 
5th  of  January,  1793,  and  the 
5  th  of  Jan  uar}%'l  7  97,  was  in  fund- 
ed capital    Z.  88,840,122  14-    O 

And  the  total  of  the  annual  intercft 
and  charges  upon  the  above  in- 
creafe  ofdcbt,  was 

Z.  3,181,623    15     8 

The  total  fimded  capital  of  the  pub- 
lic debt  was  therefore,  upon  the 
5th  of  Jannary,  1797, 

Z.  327,071,370  19     2^ 

And  the  total  annual  intereft  and 
charge  of  the  public  funded  debt, 
was  -  Z.  12,507,489  O  11^ 
Your  Committee  think  it  necef- 

iary  firrther  to  ftate,  that  in  order 

to  iliew  correftly  the  complete  a- 

mount  of  the  annual  charge,  the 
t  fum 
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fum  of  1,000,0001.  illbed  to  the 
commiffioners  for  reducing  the  na- 
tional debt,  fhould  be  added  to  the 
inlcrcft  and  charges  of  the  debt  cx- 
ifting  on  the  5th  of  January,  1793  : 
£nd  that  a  fiirther  annual  fum,  in 
refpeft  of  the  ll.  per  centum  per 
annum,  on  capital  funded  (ince  the 
6th  of  January,  1793,  payable  to 
the  faid  commii^oners,  amounting 
to  923,1541.  198. 4d.  ihould  be  add- 
ed alfo  to  the  interefl  and  charges 
pf  the  debt  created  fince  that  pe- 
riod. 

Thcfc  bdng  taken  together,  viz. 
1,923,1541.  I^.  4d.  and  added  to 
the  fonnerfums,  viz.  1 2,507,4891. 
17s.  1 1^.  the  total  annual  charge 
of  the  public  ftlhded  debt,  in- 
cluding the  fums  applicable  to 
the  redu£Hon  thereof,  as  it  ftood 
upon  the  5th  of  January,  1797, 
was  L.  14,430,644     17     3  J 

Your  Committee  alfo  beg  leave 
to  obferve,  that  neither  the  amount 
of  the  ftock  created  by  funding  cer- 
tain Navy,  Vidualling,  Tranlport, 
^nd  Exchequer  bills,  m  the  courfe 
of  the  prefent  feiiion,  nor  by  the 
loan  of  eighteen  millions  for  the 
fervice  of  the  year  1797,  are  no- 
ticed in  the  ftatement ;  as  they  nei- 
ther are  nor,  bv  the  courfe  of  the 
Exchequer,  could  be  included  in 
the  account  made  up  to  the  period 
marked  out  by  the  inflrudions  to 
yourCommittcc, 

It  appears,  however,  that  the  capi- 
tal ftock,  created  by  funding  the 
bills  amounting  to  13,029,3991. 
8s.  was  Z.  21,575,774  0  O 
The  loan.  -  20,250,000  0  0 
Total  41,825,774    0    0 

The' total  of  the  annual  intereft  and 
charges,  and  ll.  per  cent,  upon 
the  above  additional  debt,  a- 
pountsto     X.  2,151,250     1     0 


Your  Committee,  in  concluding 
this  part  of  their  enquiries,  think  it 
right  to  obferve,  upon  the  total  of 
the  capital  (lock  fo  created  and  fo 
conftituting  the  public  funded  debt, 
1ft,  That  its  amount  is  not  to  be 
coniidered  as  if  it  could  only  be 
extin^iftied  by  a  redemption  at 
par;  mafmuch  as  the  progreffive 
redu<^ion  of  the  national  debt  by 
the  prefent  finking  fiind  conftantiy 
operates,  by  buying  up  the  debt  ac- 
cording to  the  current  price  of  thtt 
ftocksj  the  efFeft  of  which  they 
have  entered  into  more  fully  in  « 
fubfequent  part  of  this  report. 

2dly,  That  the  funded  capital  of 
the  public  debt  includes  in  it  the  a- 
mount  of  the  capital  purchafed  by 
the  commiffioners  for  reducing  the 
national  debt. 

And,  3dly,  That  the  annual 
charge  upon  the  public,  by  way  of 
intereft  and  annuities  for  terms,  in- 
cludes in  it  thcin^ereft  of  the  ftock 
purchafed  by  the  commillionen^ 
and  alfo  of  the  annuities  Which  have 
expired. 

Your  CoDMnittee  think  it  alfo 
proper  to  flate  here,  that  by  ftatute 
35  George  III,  chapter  93,  provi- 
fion  was  made  for  ^aranteeine  the 
payment  of  the  dividends  on  a  loan 
of  4,600,0001,  on  account  of  the 
Emperor;  under  the  authority  of 
which  ftatute  there  has  been  created 
In  capital  ftock,  31.  per  cents. 

Z.  3,833,333     6    8 

And  in  annuities  for  twenty-five 

years,  from  the  1ft  of  May,  1794, 

X.  230,000    0    O 

Taxes. 

The  Committee  proceed  firft  to 

ftate  the  produce  of  each  of  the 

four  years,  preceding  the  5th  of 

January,  1797,  of  the  permanent 

taxes  which  exifted  previous  to  the 

5  th  of  January,  1793^ 
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Upon  the  rcfult  of  their  examina- 
tion, the  Committee  find  the  ac- 
tual avexage  produce  of  the  per- 
manent (axes,  for  thefe  four: 
years,  to  be  al>out  L,  13,T80,r#00 
without  adding  the  deficiency 
occafionrd  by  ,thc  ftoppage  of 
dijUillerjcs." 
The  Selea Committee  of  1791  cfti- 
mated  the  probable  produce  of 
the  pernianent  taxes  to  be 

Z.  13,472,000 
From  this  fum  muft  be  deduced 
the  average  produce  of  llie  taxes 
replied  in  1792,  ampuntiqg,  as 
appears  by  papers  laid  before  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  on  the  10th 
and  )  5th  of  February,  1792,  to 
about  223,0001.  leaving  a  fum  of 
,,         .  'Z*.  13,249,000 
Tour  Committee  have  alfo  thought 
.    it  proper  to  afcertain  the  aver- 
age produce  of  the  permanent 
.  taxes  during  the  four  years  which 
immediately  preceded  the  pre- 
fent  war ;  and  they  find  the  iamc 
*   to  have  been,  after  allowing  for 
the  deduction  of  the  fhop-tax, 
and  the  duties  repealed  in  2792, 
about  -         L  13,83 1,(X)0 

Your  Committee  have  the  fatisfac* 
lion  of  obferving,  that  the  a^lual 
produce  of  the  (ame  taxes,  on  the 
average  of  the  four  years  of  u'ftr 
(without  making  any  allowance 
for  the  floppage  of  the  diililler- 
ies)  exceeds  the  eftimate  formed 
in  1791,  by  above  530,000 ;  and 
is  below  their  average  produce 
in  the  four  preceding  years  of 
peace  only,  by  -  Z,  50,000 
Yoiir  Committee  have  next  pro- 
ceeded to  examine  the  produce 
of  the  fcvrral  t^xes  provided  for 
defraying  the  incrcaied  charge  of 
the  public  debt,  from  the  5th  of 
January,  1793,  to  the  5th  of  Ja- 
"  i>uary,  1797;  diftinguifhing  tlie 
produce  of  tach  year. 


Upon  this  ffxaftiiwitiofl  thdy  finJ 
that  the  duties  continued  in  1795, 
produced 
In  1793      -      £,  247,638     O  O 

1794  -     -     ,    24d,838   10  S 

1795  -         202,3^5     0  O 

1796  .         966,813     O  O 
That  the  duties  continued  and 

impofed  in  1794,  produced 
In  1794      -      Z.  618,040  13  44 

1795  -         822,122     9  (^ 

1796  -  818,868     4  ^f 
That  the  4}Xi.vC9  impofed  in  I795> 

produced 

In  1795     -    I.  1,373,000     9  7. 
1796       -       1,332,794  19  4j 

And  they  find  that  the  duties 
impofed  in  1796,  had  produced^  on 
the  5th  of  Jwuarv^  1797, 

I.  604,644  9 

In  ftating.the  produce  of  thef! 
fevcrai  taxes,  ytour  Committee  think 
It  neccflary  to  obferve,  that  the 
produce  of  new  duties,  within  the 
firft  year  of  their  being  impofed^ 
can  feldom  afford  corre5  means  of 
elli mating  their  real  produftivcnefs^ 
In  fome  inftances  the  firlt  year  has 
been  more  produ6Uve  than  fubfe^ 
ouent  years  \  but,  in  general,  the 
nrft  year  has  been  lefs  productive, 
the  cblleflion  of  moft  duties  not 
"taking  place  before  a  coiifiderablf 
pkrt  of  the  current  year  has  elapfed, 
and  a  confide rable  part  of  the  pro- 
duce of  the  fra<^ion  ©f  the  current 
year  not  being  paid  into  the  Ex- 
chequer till  after'  the  termination 
■of  that  year,  and  the  modes  of  cot- 
leftion  not  being  brought  at  their 
beginning  to  their  greateft  degree 
of  efficacy,  an  accurate  eftimate  of 
it  cannot  be  made  from  the  amount 
of  its  produce  which  appears  upon 
the  Exchequer  account. 

Your  Committee  were,  h<iwcver, 
dcfirous  of  examining  bow  far  the 
produce  of  the  taxes,  impofed  in 
tlie  three  firft  years  of  the  war  (of 

which 
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wtich  alone,  at  prcfent,  your  com- 
mittee have  been  enabled  to  form 
my  adequate  jwdgmenl)  appears 
fiifficient  to  defray  the  charges  of 
fuch  part  of  the  public  debt  as  has 
been  fiinded  during  the  fame  pc- 
riwi.  F,or  this  purpofe  they  have 
looked  to  the  yeat  moft  diftant 
from  their  commencement,  as  af- 
fording, for  the  reafonsabove  given, 
the  beft  means  to  judge  or  their 

frodmf^ivenefs. 
n  1793,  they  find  that  the  annual 
charge  upon  the  public,  on  ac-. 
count  of  the  intereft,  manage- 
ment, and  ll.  per  cent,  upon 
the  debt  funded  in  1793,  was 

L.  252,812 

The  produce  of  the  duties  anfwer- 

able  for  this  charge  was,  in  the 

year  1796,  only     -     X.  166,813 

But  your  Committee  think  it  their 

Aity  to  obferve,  that  this  produce 

muft  have  been  materially  a1fe<fte4 

by  the  ftoppage  of  the  diftilleries, 

which  prevailed  from  June  1795  to 

November  1796. 

In  1794,  the  annual  charge  upon 
the  public,  on  account  of  the 
intereft,  management,  and  ll. 
per  cent,  on  the  debt  funded  in 
1794,  appears  to  be  Z.  773,824 
The  produce  of  the  duties  con- 
tinued and  impofcd  in  that  year 
appears  to  Jiave  been,  in  the  year 
1796  -       .        L.  818,868 

In  1795,  the  anmial  charge  upon 
the  public,  on  account  of  the 
inlereft,  management,  and  ll. 
per  cent,  upon  the  debt  funded 
in  1795,  was  -  L.  1,227,415 
The  pfcfduce  of  the  duties  anfwcr- 
abfe  for  this  charge  was,  in  the 


The  aSual  receipt  s^t  the  Exche- 
quer of  the  duties  impofed  in 
that  year  was,   on  the   5th  of 
January,  1797       -     L.  604,64 1- 
Your  Committee,  for  many  of 
the  reafons  above  aff.cjned,  do  not 
think  it  poffible  for  ihem  at  p»efent 
to  form,  upon  flmilar  grounds,  azi 
eftimate  of  a  whole  year's  produce 
of  the  duties  impofcd   in    1796^ 
neither  do  they  think  it  advifeabie 
to  delay  this  their  firft  report,  by 
entepng  int»  any  detailed  exami- 
nation of  the  particulars ;  they  feel 
it,  however,  their  d,uty  to  obfeivc, 
that  no  adequate  judgment  can  be 
formed  of  the  future  produce  of 
thefe  taxes  from  the  amial  receipt 
at  the  Exchequer  at  the  abovemcn- 
tioned  period. 

III.  —  Unfu^€J  Debt  md  Dtmmuk 
cutjianding* 

Your  Committee  have  next  pro- 
ceeded to  examine  and  ftatc  the 
amount  of  the  unfunded  debt  and 
demands  outftanding  on  the  5tfi  of 
January,  1797,  unde'r  the  heads  of 
Exchequer,  Treafury,  Army,  Bar- 
racks,  Ordnance,    and  Navy,   as 
ftated  by  the  refpeftive  offices  iu 
the  fevcral  accounts  annexed,  Vc- 
ferving  to  themfelvcs  the  liberty  of 
ftating  in  any   future  report  any 
further  information  or  obfervations 
thereupon,  which  a  more  detailed, 
invcftigation  may  enable  them  io 
lay  be^re  the  lioufe.  '  They  hav^ 
diftinguiihed  under  each  head— 1ft, 
What  part  of  the  unfunded  debt 
has  been  provided  for ;  2d,  What 
part,  although  provided  for  by  the 


year  1796       -        X.  1,332,794  grants  of  former  years,  had  not  baon 

In  1796,  the  charge  upon  the  pub-  paid  on  the  5th  of  January,  1797, 

lie,  Jor  the  inter^ft,  management,  by  reafon  of  the  confolidated  fund 

and  ll.  per  cent.,  upon  the  debt  not  having  produced  the  furplus  zX. 

created*  was      -     L.  1,851,226  which  it  was  eftimatcd ;  and,  Sdty, 

^  ^  >                      What 
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What  part  appcari  at  prcfent  to  be  balan<^  from  Mblic  zccoxmi^nisj 

unprovided  for.  the  following  turns  have  been  ad- 
vanced by  way  of  loan,  and  now 

Tfials  rfth  Uifun^d  Deht.  remain  due  to  thte  pubHc : 

1.  Charged  on  funds  which  were  Advanced  by  way  of  loan  to  the 
infufficient  on  the  5th  of  Janu-        Emperor        -         Z.  1,420,000 

ary,  1797  £.3,284,012  6  Ij  Ditto  for  reliefoftheiflands  of  Gre- 
!2.  Unprovided  for  12,736,900  0  3|        nada  and  St  Vincent  L.  9 10,000 

.  ■  Ditto  paid  on  bills  drawn  by  ♦he 
Z.  16,020,912  6  5 J        treaftirers  of  the  faid  ifland^,  for 
$.  Provided  for,  being  Uie  antici-        the  purchafe  of  provifions,  &c. 
pation,  in  the  ufualform,  upon  L.  14C,O0O 

the  land  and  malt  taxes,  Remitted  in  fpecie  to  Ireland  5%5QO 

2a  5,682,000  0  O  And  a  further  fum  of  600,0001.  is 
propofed  to  be  advanced  to  the 
Your  Committee  think  proper        planters  of  Grenada  and  St.  Vin- 
to  obferve  in  this  place,  that  (be-        cent,  included  in  the  flatement 
fides  what  may  be  due  to  the  pub-        of  the  fupply  for  the    prefent 
lie  upon   monies   imprefted,  and       year         -         ^        Z.  600,O0O' 

IV.  —  Efiimaies. 

Your  Committee  have  next  proceeded  to  examine  and  ftate  the  cx- 
pcfted  total  amount  of  the  public  expences  for  the  year  ending  the  5ih 
of  January,  1798,  as  far  as  the  lame  can  now  be  afcertained  or  eftinlat-* 
ed  by  the  feveral  offices ;  and  they  find  the  eflimates  are  as  follow,  vis. 

1.  >Javy  ^  -  -  -  X.  Ij2,935,496    O    O 

In  this  eftimate  no  foture  charge  is  included  for 
neutral  cargoes,  as  the  value  has  not  yet  been  afcer-  . 
tained  by  Uie  alTeiTors  appointed  by  the  Admiralty 
,    Court. 

2.  Army* 

Ordinary  expences  -  Z.  6,897,958     51    i/naAo«;«     k    a 

JExtraordinaries  for  1797  -  4,137,000    OJ    ^'f"^*>^^^     ^     ^ 

The  extraordinaries  of  the  army  for  the  current 

year  appear  now  to  be  brought  forward,  for  the  firft 

time,  by  way  of  eftimate,  having  always  conftituted 

a  part  of  the  cl>arge  of  the  fucceeding  year. 
S.  Barracks  -  -  -  449,076    O    9 

4.  Ordnance  -  -  r  1,321,024    9     2 

5.  Mifcellaneous  Services  -  '  -  1,149,843  17     € 

In  this  fum  are  included  600,0001.  propofed  to  be  ■  — - 

lent  to  perfons  connected  with  and  trading  to  the  26,890,398  11  % 
Iftands  of  Grenada  and  St.  Vincent,  and  alfo  a  fur- 
*  ther  fum  of  464,9201.  178.  6d.  for  articles  which  it 
has  been  ufual  to  pay,  in  the  firft  inftance,  out  of 
the  civil  lift,  and  to  propofe  afterwards  to  parlia- 
ment to  vote  a  fum  fumcien^t  to  repay  wkit  hai 
been  fo  advanced.  -      • 
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Brought  forward    I.  26|390|398  11 

6.  A  funif  upon  account,  for  making  temporary  ad- 
v.aaces  by  way  of  loan,  for  the  fervice  of  the  £m-  , . 
pcror              -                -                 -                 -         .      500,000    0    0 

The  following  articles  were  dated  by  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  as  part  of  the  fuppiy  for  the  year 
1797,  viz. 

7.  Deficiency  of  land  and  malt  -  -  350,000  0  O 
S.  Commifioners  for  national  debt  -  200,000  0  0 
Add  to  thefe  a  vote  of  credit,  which  your  Committee 

are  informed  is  intended  to  be  propofed  to  parlia- 
ment .  ^        - 


The  repayments  to  the  Bank  of 
1,023,0001.  ftated  by  the  Chancellor 
of  the.  Exchequer,  as  part  of  the 
Tjpply  for  1797,  are  omitted  here, 
as  having  been  included  in  the  fum 
of  1,154,0001.  ftated  to  be  a  part  of 
the  unfunded  debt  of  the  Exche- 
quer, not  fufficiently  provided  for 
•a  the  5  th  of  January,  1797. 

v.— ff^^j  anil  Means, 

Your  Committee  find  that  the 
Ways  and  means  already  propofed 
for  the  year  1797,  confift  of 
Articles  voted ;  viz. 


Land  and  malt 

Loaa 

Surplus  of  grants 


2,750,000 

18,000,000 

420,000 

21,170,000 


And  of  articles  cffi- 
mated;  viz. 

Exchequer  bills       -        5,500,000 
Lottery  -  -        200,000 

Total    .    57,945,000 

Yi.'^RtJuam  fPMc  Deht, 

Your  Committee  have  further 
proceeded  to  flate  an  account  of 
the  progrefs  that  has  been  made 
in  the  redu^Hon  of  the  public  debt 
fiacc  the  $lh  6f  July,  1789,  of  the 


2,500,000    0    O 

L.  30,440,398  1 1     8 
fums  now  annually  applicable  there- 
to, and  of  the  further  progreifs  which 
may  be  expe£bed  to  be  made,  as  far 
as  Uie  fame  can  be  at  prefent  afcer* 
tained,  in  the  reduction  of  the  debt 
now    cxifting.    Your    Committee 
have   great -fatisfadion  upon  this 
fubje6b,  in. contemplating  the  large 
means  which  are  now  annually  em- 
ployed  for  the  reduction  of   the 
public  debt,  and  the  confiderable 
progrefs  which  has  been   already 
made  towards  that  important  end. 
The  annual  fum  now  applicable  to 
that  purpofe,  appears  to  amount 
to         -         X,  3,359,799     6     2 
The  capital  ftock  purchafed  by  the 
application  of  the  feveral  lums^ 
appears  to  have  been,  on  the  1  tjth 
of  March,l797L.23,334,200  0  0 
The  further  progrefs  to  be  made 
in  the  redu^ion  of  the  debt  has 
been  calculated,  by  order  of  the 
commiiHoners,    according,  to   the 
operation  of  the  annual  million,, 
the  intereft  of  the  ftock  redeemed 
by  it,  the  ampunt  of  expired  an4 
unclaimed  annuities,  and  an  annual 
fum    of   two    hundred    thoufand 
pounds  in  aid  of  thb  fund,  granted 
by  parliament,  as  applied  to  the 
redudion  of  the  debt  which  exifted 
before  the  war,  and  confidered  as 
then  amoimting  to  the  fum  of  two 
hundred  and  forty  millions. 
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.  Thcfe  ealculftltons,  of  courfe, 
depend  upon  the  different  prices  at 
jvhich  the  feveral  ftocks  in  whkh 
♦he  publicr  debtcohfiih  may  happen 
to  be  purchafcd. 

The  earlieft  dat»,  aceopdiiig  to 
tbcfc  calculationsj  at  which  the 
whole  of  the  debt  that  cxifted  prior 
to  17P3;  and  taken  at  two  hundred 
and  forty  millions,  would  be  can- 
rt»lled.  is  thirty-three  y^rs,  from 
the  Hi  of  Febwiary,  1797-^,  and 
even  the  moft  remote  date  at  which 
It  wo»ild  be  cancelled,  does  not  ex- 
ceed ftfty-four  years. 

Your  Committee  obferve,  that 
tho  faid  calculations  reiale  only  io 
the  progrefs  which  will  be  made, 
iipon  differept  data, in  the  redudlion 
or  the  debt  exilting  before  the  war, 
by  the  application    of  the    funds 
provided  for  that  purpofe. 
The  reduftion  oi  the  debt  which 
has   been   incurred   during  ^thc 
■war,  depends  upon  different  con- 
iderations.    The  amount  of  the 
itnkin^  fund  applicable  thereto, 
includmg  the  ll.  per  cent,  on 
account  of  the  loan  and    bills 
funded  in  the  prefent  feflions, 
amount  to      -        Z..'1,S4I,4<]1 
The  dividend  on  the  dock,  pur- 
chafed  thereby,  is        L.  77,068 
The  total  amount  of  the  new  fink- 
ing fund  was     -      L.  1,418,479 
The  capital  of  the  new  debt,  to  the 
redumon  of  which  this  fum  is 
'  applicable,  is        L.  130,665,896 
In  order  to  give  the  Houfe  fuller 
information  upon  this  part  of  the 
fubjeft,  your  Committee  have  call- 
ed for  further  calculations ;  but  in 
the  mean  time  they  think  it  necef- 
ftry  to  obferve,  that  the  new  fink- 
ixlg  fund  appears  to  bear  a  much 
larger  proportion  to  the  new  debt 
than  the  old  finking  fund,  with  its 
accumulatiox^y  the  annual  grant  of 


200,0001.  and  the  annuities  expired^ 
does  at  the  prefent  moment  to  the 
old  debt :  and  that  the  old  finking 
fund,  after  reaching  the  fura  of  four 
millions,  is  no  longer  made  appiic* 
able  by  law  to  the  difcharge  at  com- 
pound intereft  of  what  may  then 
remain  of  the  old  debt :  but  the 
operation  of  the  new  finking  fiind 
is  to  continue  at  compound  intereft 
till  the  new  debt  ihaii  be  totally 
extinsruifhed. 


Rejiert  fiom  the  Cfmrn'tttee  tf  Setrecf 
appotnitd  by  the  Hwfc  cf  lards  to 
examine  andfiate  the  total  amount  ^ 
Outjtanding  Demands  en  the  Bank  ef 
Etf gland,  and  Itkevyfetftla  Funds  for 
dijeharging  the  fame ^  and  to  report  the 
refult  theretf  to  the  Houfe^  tcgctha 
tath  their  Ohimon  on  the  tfeee^ty  of 
Jtroviding  fir  the  Coirfirmatiom  emd 
Continuance  of  Meafures  taken  in  pw 
fiance  of'  the  Minute  tf  Comcil  y  /Ar 
^othcfpehruaty,  1797. 

THE  Committee  having  pro- 
ceeded to  take  into  their  con- 
fideration  the  matters  referred  to 
them,  report  thereon  as  follows : 

With  refoea  to  the  firft  part  of 
the  order  of^  the  Houfe,  by  which 
they  are  direfted  to  examine  and  re- 
port the  total  amount  of  outftand- 
mg  demands  on  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land, and  likewife  of  the  funds  tor 
difchargipg  the  fame,  thc}'  called 
upon  the  Governor  of  the  Bank, 
and  upon  Mr.  Qofanquet,  one  of 
the  Directors  of  the  Bank  (who  at- 
tended them  in  the  abfence  of  the 
Deputy  Governor)  for  an  account 
to  that  effcft ;  which  account,  hav- 
ing by  them  been  produced  to  tl\e 
Committee,  was  verified  by  (he 
Deputy  Accountant  of  the  Bank  j 
and  tlie  fame  having  been  examined 
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bf  the  Committee;  it  was  agreed 
td  report  the  refult  thereof  to  the 
Houfe,  asfoUows:' 

That  the  totri  amount  of  oat* 
flttidh^  demands  od  die  Bank,  on 
the  25&  day  df  Febniary  laft,  was 
13,770,3901.  and  that  the  total  a- 
mount  of  the  funds  for  difcharging 
thofe  demands^  over  and  above  the 
permanent  debt  due  from  go- 
vemmenlof  11,666,8001.  was,  on 
the  fame  day  of  February  laft, 
17,597,2801.  and  thalt  the  refult  is, 
that  there  was,  on  the  25th  dav  of 
February  laft»  a  furplus  of  effe^ 
belonging  to  the  Bank  beyond  the 
total  of  meir  debts,  amounting  to 
tl^e  fum  of  3,826,8901.  over  and 
above  the  before-mentioned  perma- 
nent debt  of  1  l|636y800l.  due  from 
government. 

The  Committee  think  it  right  to 
obferve,  that  this  account  is  made 
up  to  the  25th  of  February  inclu- 
mre;  and  that  fince  that  day,  feve- 
ral  confiderable  iflues  have  been 
made  by  the  Bank  in  bank  notes, 
both  upon  government  fecurities, 
and  in  difcounting  bills,  the  parti« 
culars  of  which  could  not  immedi* 
ately  be  made  up;  but  that  as  thofe 
iflues  were  made  upon  correfpond- 
ing  fecurities,  taken  with  the  ufual 
care  and  attention,  the  actual  ba- 
lance in  frivour  of  the  Bank  has  not 
been  materially  varied,  but,  if  at 
dl,  has  been  rather  increafed. 
^  In  procee^ng  to  the  confident- 
tton  of  the  fecond  part  of  the  order 
of  reference,  in  which  the  Com- 
mittee are  dire^led  to  report  to  the 
Houfe  their  opinion  on  the  necef- 
fity  of  providing  lor  the  confirma* 
tion  and  continuance  of  the  mea- 
furcs  taken  in  purfiiance  of  the  mi- 
nute of  council  of  the  26th  of  Feb- 
ruary, the  Committee  have  thought 
it  ri^t  to  confine  their  eoouuies  to 
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thofe  pmnts  only  on  which  that  ne* 
ceffity  appeared  to  them  principallf 
to  depend;  and  having 'examined 
to  thefe  points  the  Governor  of  the 
Bank,  and  the  faid  Mr.  Bofitnquet 
(one  of  the  Qire£tors  thereof)  the 
Committee  find. 

That  the  Bank  of  England  has 
latdy  experienced  an  unmual  dmn 
of  caih. 

That  this  drain  was  owing,  in 
great  pert,  to  demands  for  cafh  from 
the  country;  fuch  demands  being 
made  upon  the  Bank  indirectly 
from  the  country,  but  direftly  fro'm  • 
the  bankers  of  London,  wh6  are  to 


fupply  the  country. 


hat  by  the  efrefts  of  this  drain, 
the  cafh  of  the  Bank  has  been  or 
late  very  confiderably  reduced ;  that 
it  has,  however,  been  known,  by 
thofe  converfant  in  the  affairs  of  the 
Bank,  to  be  a  great  deal  lower;  but 
that  on  this  occaiion  the  rapidity  of 
the  demands  has  been  unparalleled. 

That  thofe  demands  have  been* 
of  late  progreffively  ipcreafing,  but 
particularly  in  the  laft  week;  and 
that  in  the  two  laft  days  of  that 
week,  the  demands  exceeded  thofe- 
of  the  four  preceding  days. 

That  there  was  every  reafon  to 
supprdbeiKl  ^t  thefe  demands,  and 
the  confequentprogreffive  redu6Hon 
of  cafh,  would  continue,  and  even 
increafe. 

That  by  the  cH^A  of  fuch  reduc- 
tion, if  it  were  to  continue  in  the 
fame,  or  in  a  flili  farther  increafed 
proportion,  the  Bank  of  £ngbnd 
would  be  deprived  of  the  mesms  of 
fupplying  the  caih  whii;h  might  be 
ocamry  for  prefCne  exf gencies  of 
public  lervice;  and  this  led  the 
Bank  to  make  the  communication^ 
they  did  to  hisMajefty's  mim&a^i 

And  laftIy,That  fnceitbe  date  of 

ilie  minutQ  rf  oou^dl  above  inen<« 
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-tioned,  n«  fuch  altention  has  oc-    the  circulation  of   |?»e  JJ^f^' 
c^  M  materially  to  vary  the  n-    They  are  not  ttnaiy  fo, "  the  &mc 

tuationof  the  BanU  thi/refpect.    ^f  "fif  t^? '*"  ^'^'L^?^^ 

On  this  view  of  the  .prefenfftatc    tioned:    Aey  arc  rather  ttans«P 

of  the  important  qneftlon  referred    of.debts  from  the  i»^^^  ^ 

to  them,  the  Committee  have  a-    perfons   on    whom  ^^^^ 

««ed  to  report  it  to  the  Houfe  as    drawn.    They  are  g«^y J^' 

Seir  opinio'o^  that  it  is  mscef&ry  to    payable  at  ^iftant  pen<^«;  a^  ^ 

wntinie  and  confirm  the  meafires    they  are  not  W^e  ^tj;!  «^?f  «" 

already  taken,  for  fuch  time,  and    demand,  they  ca,not,  l>kctheJor 

under  fuch  limHations  and  reftric-    mer,   anfwcr  all  the  purpofes  ot 

tions,  and  with  fuch  power  of  dif-    cafli.  .      , 

Ciiiuing  the  fame,  'as  to  the  wif-        In  the  metropob^  ^.l^'^Lt 

dom  of  P^liament  may  feemexpe-    paper  much  exceeds  the  qu^tuy 

^ent  of  c«rin  in  circulation.     The  Com- 

The  Committee  think  proper  to    mittce  have  no  f«ffi«?»V"**™!^* 

conclude  their  report,  with  a  fum-    fore  them  to  judge  of  the  propor- 

mafv  of  the  chief  points  which  have    tion  of  cafli  and  paper »«»  the  me- 

occim^intheirenquiryrefpeAing    t"Pol«l  «i^«yir„fe,«  .^L C 


occurrea  m  incir  enquiry  reipcuuiig  ^^yr^..^,  -~— r • ,u„-m„. 

the  caufes  that  produced  the  order  rence  can  be  'V?*^'*  ^o™  *X  *^^ 

of  council  of  th^  26th  of  February  tity  of  cafh^^ajd^the  ^Ij.  c«^ 
laft,  as  refulting  from  th< 
taken  by  them,  and  fire 
counts  laid  before  them. 


or  council  or  mc  zoui  vi  rcuiu«/  "v  ^*    .  ;  T —          4  ^r  ^u  '  „„*-. 

laft,  as  refulting  from  the  evidence  pared  with  Oic  amount  of  the  not« 

takin  by  the.^  and  from  the  ac-  Sbed  by  that  .«»T»'»te  body,  a^ 

«.„«♦.  \L\  ivW  them.  ftated  in  the  evidence  of  Mr.  New- 


counts  laid  Derore  inem.  'i-'^"  ••;  "~  ,■„■.'  „f  ,k-  x>,„i . 

In  Older  to  render  the  fubfequent.  land,  prmcipa^  ^Z°^  S^ 
detaik  relative  to  this  important  and  particularly  from  the  proportoa 
fubjea  more  inteUigible,  the  Com-  of  calh  paid  S^fterly  at  the  Bant 
mittee  think  it rigit  (o  begin  with  in  d fclurge of'the  fi vjdend 'O^ the 
taking  a  general  view  of  the  ftate  pbUc  flocks,  a  part  of  whi<A  only 
ofthlcir^latioa  of  the  kingdom.  «  ..received  by^'*''^"'^*^  T 
It  appears  by  the  evidence,  that  noinder  by  perfons  of  every  ac- 
the  circulation  of  this  kingdom,  by   fcription.  ^,^i„, 

which  its  immenfe   commerce  is       But  m  the  country,  and  parties- 
carried  on,  confifts  principaUy  in    larly  in  thofe  I»'ts  of  it  where  no 
the  metropolis  and  its  neighbour-    confiderable  mamlfaaure«  arc  eia 
hood,  eithCT  of  the  notes  of  the    bUflied,  and  no  ^reat  comnaem^ 
Bank  of  England,  or  of  coin  chiefly    enterprize  is  fi'^'ed  ""♦'j'^"  " 

made  of  goW. In  the  country,    rcafon  to  conclude,  tl^t  thequan 

'  (where  thi  note  of  th»,Bank  of  tity  of  paper  ex^eds  m  alej  P."; 
England  did  not  cinalate  to  any  portion  the  coyi.in  crculaUon 
grtSt  amount)  it  conafts  of  th«:biU».  than  in.  the  metropoUs.  It  mutt 
Sf  country  bankers,  or  6f  the  .l?ank.  vary  according  *<>  arcumtoncesot 
ing  commuiies  in  ScotUmd,"payable.-  time  or  place;  and  the  Comm^  t« 
to  bear^  oti  demand;  and  of  coin,  have  no  information  »'tw<^t'/=nf^^ 
of  the  de&riptiott  before.  menM  them  to  form  a  judgement  oatms 
ti--J  •      .     ..        •  fiibjeft.    It  can  hai^lly,  howeur, 

•   Inuiid.  bilU  .of    ex^hwgs  .ve    be  doubted  that  there  is  too  htue 
thought  by.  awy  t»  bc.T|4rt  of  of  BritUh  com,  particularly  of  A- 
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ver,  current  in  the  kingdom,  from 
a  caufe  which  will  be  hereafter 
ilated. 

The  Bank  of  England  is  at  the 
head  of  ail  circulation.  It  is  the 
great  repo£tory  of  the  fpare  cafh  of 
the  nation,  and  alone  carries  bul- 
lion to  the  mint  to  be  coined.  It 
is  fubjedt,  on  that  account,  to  be 
called  on  for  caih,  dire<^y  or  indi- 
redly,  by  thofe  who  are  in  want  of 
h,  and  is  neceflarily  fenfibie  of  every 
inaterial  failure  or  diftrefs  which  a- 
rifes  from  any  deficiency  or  want  of 
coin,  in  every  part  of  this  king- 
dom or  Ireland. 

It  appears  that  the  circulation  of 
mper  was  carried  to  its  grcateft 
height  a  fhort  time  previous  to  the 
beginning  of  the  year  1793. 

But  early  in  that  year  a  great  di- 
minution took  place  in  the  circula- 
tion of  country  bank  bills,  fit)m  the 
fudden  failure  of  many  of  the 
country  banks.  Mr.  Ellifon  ftates, 
that  previous  to  this  period  there 
were  about  two  hundred  and  eighty 
country  banks  in  England  and 
Wales,  and  that  he  doe^  not  believe 
they  exceed  at  prefent'  two  hund- 
red and  thirty;  the  bufinefs  of 
which  has  by  no  meads  increafed  in 
proportion  to  the  reduftion  of  the 

number ^and  that  the  iffuc   of 

country  bank  bilk  has  confiderably 
diminifhed— that  the  quantity  of 
fpecie  adhially  kept  by  the  prefent 
country  bankers,  is  at  this  time 
larger  than  it  was  before  the  year 
1793,  and  that  they  have  leflencd 
their  balances  with  the  London 
bankers. 

Mr.  Thornton's  evidence  con- 
firms the  account  given  by  Mr.  El- 
lifon of  the  failure  of  the  country 
banks  in  )793,  and  of  the  cbnfc- 
quent  diminution  of  the  circulation 
of  countxy  bank  bills  at  jLhat'  time. 


Subfequent  to  this  event  thefc 
country  bank  bills  increafed  again 
in  fome  degree,  but  never  to  their 
former  extent.  Both  Mr.  Thorn- 
ton and  Mr.  Ellifon  are  of  opinion 
that  confiderable  quantities  of  cafh 
mufl  have  been  drawn  from  the 
metropolis  into  the  countr\s  in  or- 
der to  fu})ply  the  deficiency  of  thefe 
country  bank  bill^. 

In   the    beginning  of  t>.e  year 
1793,  when,  from  the  caufes  before 
mentioned,   the  circulation  of  this 
kingdom  b^^gan  to  be  fo  much  d^ 
minifhed,  the  prefent    war   com- 
menced.    A  ibte  bf  war  always  re- 
quires a   more  ample  circulation^ 
even  within  the  kingdom :  «-*  the 
public  loans,  which  in  all  wars  are 
neceflary,  and  in  the  prefent  war 
have  been  particularly  great,  em- 
ploy a  confiderable  proportion  of 
the  circulating  capital.     The  pre- 
fent  increafed   value   of    money, 
which  is  fufficiently  proved  by  the 
high  rate  of  intereu,  clearly  fiiews 
what  muft  be  the  demand  for  it, 
and  confequently  the  fcarcity  of  it. 
But  during  the  prefent  war,  it  is 
worthy  of  remark,  that  expenfive 
enterprifes  of  a  private  nature  have 
not  diminifhed,   as  in    all  former 
wars,  but,  even  augmented.     It  ap- 
pears by  an  account  inferted  in  thi:> 
report,  that  the  number  of  bills  of 
inclofure  which  pafied  in  the  four 
years  preceding  the  prefent  war, 
was  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight, 
and  that  the  number  which  have 
pafied  during  the  four  years  of  the 
war  was  two  hundred  and  eighty- 
three.    That  the  number  of  bills 
for  navigations  and  canals,   which 
pafled  in  the  four  years  preceding 
the  prefent  war,  was  thirty,   and 
that  the  number  which  have  pafled 
during  the  four  years  of  the  war  was 
fixty-ninc.     And  farther,  that  the 
G 12  fum 
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fum  ttuthorifed  to  be  borrowed  for 
the  making  thofe  canals  and  navi- 
gations, was  in  the  dr^  four  years 
2,377,2001.  and  in  the  laft  period  of 
four  years  7,4-15,1001. 

But  the  demand  of  money  for 
pjublic  expences  abroad,  more  par- 
tieularlv  applies  to  the  prefent  fub- 
]c6t :  'tht  loan  made  to  the  Empe- 
ror in  the  year  1795  of  4,600,0001. 
—the  rjhiidies  paid  to  foreign 
princes— the  money  remitted  for 
the  pay  of  Britifli  troops,  or  foreign 
troops  in  Britifh  pay,  while  this 
kingdom  had  an  army  on  the  Con- 
tinent; and  the  advances  made  to 
the  court  of  Vienna ;  together  with 
the  money  fent  to  the  Weft  Indies 
and  the  (Jape  of  Good  Hope,  for 
the  pay  of  Britifh  troops  there;  if 
they  did  not  all  together  draw  Bri- 
tifh coin  out  of  the  country,  in  any 
great  amount,  mufl  at  leafl  have 
prevented  that  infhix  of  coin  or 
bullion  which,  in  confequence  of  a 
favourable  balance  of  commerce, 
would  have  otherwife  fupplied  the 
circulation  of  the  kingdom.  Mr. 
Boyd,  however,  in  his  evidence 
flates,  that  in  remitting  the  impe- 
rial loan,  as  well  as  the  late  advances 
to  the  Emperor,  he  never  fent  any 
Britifh  com  out  of  the  kingdom 
(which  could  toot  indeed  legally  be 
done);  and  that  in  remitting  the  faid 
loan,  he  fent  in  foreign  com  or  bul- 
lion to  the  amount  only  of  about 
1,200,0001.  That  the  remainder 
otthe  loan,  and  the  whole  of  the 
advances  were  remitted  in  bills  of 
exchange.  It  is  obvious,  however, 
that  the  drains  occafioned  by  ex- 
penditure abroad  for  the  pumofes 
before  mentioned  (large  as  tlie  a- 
mount  of  them  may  have  been)  are 
nothing  more  than  what  has  hap- 
pened  m  all  former  wars,  in  which 
the  gavernment  of  Great  Britain 


has  found  iteflential  foritsmtcrefb 
to  maintain  armies  on  the  European 
Continent,  or  at  any  great  diftance 
from  the  kingdom. 

It  appears  by  an  account  inferted 
in  this  report,  that  all  the  remit- 
tances made  for  the  fervices  of  the 
war  in  the  Well  Indies,  on  the 
Continent  of  Europe,  in  the  ifland  of 
Corfica,and  other  atibantparts  of  the 
world,  amounted^  during^  the  four 
lafl  years,  to  33,510,7791.  Os.  7|d. 

It  appears  by  another  account 
inferted  in  this  report,  which  has 
diflinguifhed  the  fums  expended  on 
the  European  Continent,fTom  what 
were  expended  in  other  diftant  parts 
of  the  worid,  that  the  total  of^  the 
money  expended  on  the  Continent 
of  Europe  durinz  the  faid  four 
years,  including  &e  Imperial  loan 
and  tlxe  advances  made  to  the  Empe- 
ror, amounted  to  14^988,4221. 9s.8|<i 

It  appears,  laflly,  by  a  third  ac- 
count inferted  in  this  report,  that 
the  fums  paid  for  all  forts  of  mill* 
tary  fenaees  on  the  Continent  dur- 
ing the  war  ending  in  1763,  a- 
mounted  to  20,626,9971.  Os.  7d. 

To  the  fums  fent,  during  the 
prefent  war,  to  the  European  Con- 
tinent, and  to  the  Wefl  indies,  and 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  for  mili- 
tary purpofes,  fhould  be  added  the. 
fums  drawn  for  by  the  command- 
ers of  our  fleets  on  foreign  fervice, 
in  every  part  of  the  worla;^ 

It  appears,  on  the  other  hand, 
by  the  accounts  of  the  value  of  the 
imports  and  exports  for  the  laft 
twenty  years,  produced  by  Mr.  Ir- 
ving, infpeftor-general  of  imports 
and  exports,  that  the  demana  for 
cafli  to  be  fent  abroad,  for  the-pur* 
pofes  before  mentioned,  was  great- 
ly compcnfated  by  a  very  large  ba- 
lance of  commerce  in  favour  of 
this  kingdom,    {greater  than   wa& 
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trcr  known  in  any  ^preceding  pe- 
riod. Ttw  value  of  the  exports  of 
the  laft  year,  amonnted,  according 
to  the  valuation  on  which  the  ac- 
counts of  the  infpector-genend  are 
founded,  to  SO,424,184'l.  which  is 
more  than  double  what  it  was  in 
any  year  of  the  American  war,  and 
one  third  more  than  it  was  on  an 
avers^e  during  the  hft  peace,  pre- 
vious to  the  year  1792;  and  though 
the  value  of  the  imports  to  tms 
country  has,  during  the  fame  pe- 
riod, greatly  increa&d,  the  excefs 
of  the  value  of  the  exports  above 
that  of  tlM5  imports,  which  confH- 
tutes  the  balance  of  trade,  has  aug- 
mented even  in  a  greater  propor- 
tion. 

It  is  particulariy  obfervaUe,  that 
the  exports  to  Germany  alone,  for 
the  two  lail  years,  have  amounted 
to  more  than  8,000,0001.  annual- 
ly; when  in  time  of  peace  they  did 
not  ufually  amount  to  more  than 
1,900,0001.  And  thofe  exports  to 
Germany  exceed  an  amount,  by  at 
leaft  2,600^0001.  the  whole  that 'was 
annually  exported  in  time  of  peace 
to  France,  Flanders,  Holland,  and 
Germany. 

The  Houfe  will  fee  in  the  evi- 
dence  of  Mr.  Irving  much  infor- 
mation, for  the  purpofe  of  (hewifig 
that  all  our  principal  articles  of  ex- 
port, particularly  thofe  which  con* 
iiil  of  Britifh  manufactures,  are 
greatly  under-rated  in  their  value, 
as  well  as  many  capital  articles  of 
import.  Coffee  is  Uie  only  mate- 
rial article  which  appears  to  be 
over-rated  in  the  books  of  the  in- 
fpe6^5>r-geiieral;  it  is  more  over- 
lated  on  exportation,  than  on  im- 
portation. The  valuation  upon 
which  the  accounts  of  the  inipec^^ 
tor-g.  neral  are  founded,  was  fettled 
in  the  year  1696  or  1697,  when  the 


prices  of  all  thefe  articles  were 
greatly  inferior  to  what  they  are  sCt 
prefent,  and  before  our  manufac- 
tures ioid  received  thfc  improve* 
ments  which  have  been  made  in 
them  of  late  years ;  fo  that  the  real 
value  both  ot  our  imports  and  ex- 
ports, particularly  of  the  latter,  is 
certainly  conliderably  higher  than 
is  ftated  in  his  accounts.  The 
Houie  will  alfo  fee  many  excellent 
obfervations,  in  the  evidence  of  this 
gentleman,  for  the  purpofe  of  cor- 
reifting  the  manner  of  taking  the 
true  baUnce  of  our  trade.  He  ob* 
ferves,  that  in  forming  this  balance, 
many  articles  of  import  are  fbated 
as  unfavourable  to  this  country, 
when  they  are,  in  fa^  accelfions  of 
wealth,  fuch  as  the  produce  ^f  ouir 
various  fiiheries,  and  a  coniiderable 
port  of  the  imports  from  our  pof- 
ieffions  in  the  Eaft  and  Wefl  Indies. 
The  whole  of  the  produce  of  thefe 
fifheries  is  certainly  ^  acceffion  of 
national  wealth.  So  much  thereof 
as  is  imported  dire6bly  into  thi^ 
countiy,  mufl  be  conlidered  as  an 
increase  of  flock  to  it :  the  value  of 
fuch  parts  as  are  fent  direAly  froiti 
the  fifhing  places  to  foreign  couir*- 
tries,  and  fold  there,  is  either  re»» 
mitted  in  bills  of  exchange,  which 
4s  wealth)  or  it  is  laid  out  in  the 
purchafe  of  commodities,  to  be  im* 
-ported  into  this  country,  which  is 
an  increafe  of  flock.  This  produce 
is  procured,  not- by  any  wealth  .fcnt 
from  this  country,  but  by  the  ad» 
venturous  enterprize  of  our  fifhcr- 
men;  and  the  value  of  fuch  pro- 
duce, when  it  is  fent  dire^^ly  from 
the  fifhing  places  to  foreign  qoyn- 
tries,  cannot  appear  in  any  cuftom- 
houfe  account.  In  like  manner^ 
a  confiderable  part  of  the  import$ 
from,  the  £afl  and  Wefl  Indies 
ought  not  to  be  flated,  in  the  ba- 
G  3  lance 
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lance  of  our  commetx:e9  as  unfa- 
vourable to  this  country,  particu- 
larly fuch  parts  of  the  inveftments 
in  the  £au  Indies  as  are  purchafed 
by  the  revenues  of  the  Britifh  fet- , 
tlements  there;  as  well  as  thofe 
parts  which  are  imported  cither 
from  the  Eaft  or  Weft  Indies,  for 
the  p«rpofe  of  remitting  private 
fortunes  acquired  there,  or  as  the 
incomes  of  perfons  who,  having 
eilates  or  mortgages  in  the  Weft 
Indies,  refide  and  fpend  their  in- 
comes in  Great  Britain.  The  va- 
lue of  fuch  part  of  thefc  imports  as 
is  re-exported,  will  appear  on  the 
export  ftde  of  the  account,  and 
ferves  to  balance  the  value  of  the 
iame  articles,  as  ftated  on  the  im- 
port fide;  and  the  whole  of  the 
inercantile  profit,  which  they  leave 
behind,  is  ia  itfelf  a  confiderable 
acceffion  of  wealth  to  this  kingdom, 
that  cannot  appear  in  the  cuftom- 
houfe  accounts. 

Mr.  Irving  has  delivered  it  as  his 
opinion,  that  the  true  balance  of 
our  trade  amounted,  on  a  medium 
of  the  four  years  preceding  January 
J796,  tQ  upwards  of  6,500,0001.  per 
luinum,  excluiive  of  the  profits  a- 
jifing  from  our  £aft  and  Weft  In- 

In  1794  - 

In  1795 
In  1796 


dia  trade,  which  he  cftimates  at  up- 
wards of  4,000,0001.  per  annum ; 
and  excluUvc  of  the  profits  derived 
from  our  iiiheries. 

But  whatever  uncertainty  may 
ftill  remain,  in  forming  an  eftimate 
of  the  true  balance  of  our  com- 
merce in  any  particular  year,  the 
accounts  of  the  infpeAor-general  of 
imports  and  exports,  ferve  at  lead 
to  afford  a  good  comparative  ftate 
of  the  amount  of  our  commerce  in 
different  years;  for  it  is  fair  to  pre- 
fume,  that  the  dcfe6ts  aic  not 
greater  in  the  accounts  of  one  year 
than  of  another. 

Great  however  as  this  balance  of 
commerce  may  appear,  it  would 
have  been  ftill  greater  in  a  very  con- 
fiderable  degree,  but  from  the  un- 
ufual  fcarcity  of  grain,  which  made 
it  neceftary  both  for  government 
and  individuals  to  import  large 
quantities  of  grain,  for  the  relief  of 
Uie  inhabitants  of  this  kingdom. 
In  an  account  delivered  by  Mr. 
Claude  Scott,  an  eminent  com  fac- 
tor, it  appears,  that  for  the  three 
years  preceding  January  5th,  1797, 
there  were  paid  to  foreign  coun- 
tries, for  grain  imported  into  this 
kingdom,  the  following  fums,  viz. 

—  —  Z.  1,98^,856 

-— -         —  1,535,672 

-*-  — -  3,926,484 


Add,  imported  in  1795„  as  eftimatcd  by  Mr.  Scott  in  his  evi- 
dence before  the  Committee  ^^^  mm 


7,446,012 
1,500,000 


Total       8,946,012 


T^tis  balance  of  commerce  was  alfo  rendered  lc{i  ftvonrable,  bv  the 
^reat  fums  paid  for  naval  ftores  during  the  war,  beyond  what  are  uiiially 
paid  in  time  of  peace.  It  appears  by  an  account  prefented  by  the  Com- 
paiiTiuners  of  tii&  Majefty'sjoavy,  that  the  value  of  naval  ftores,  imported 
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x)n  account  of  his  Majefly's  navy,  in  the  four  yei^  previous  to  1797^ 
amounted  to  —  —  Z.  7^825,876 

And  in  the  four  years  preceding  1793,  amount-      ^ 
ed  only  to  —  —  2,500,139 


And  it  appears  by  an  account  prefented,  of  the  amount  of 
bills  drawn  on  the  Commiffioners  fot  vi^alling,  from 
foreign  parts,  in  the  four  years  ending  the  5th  of  Ja- 
nuary 1797,  that  they  amounted  to  1,368,921 

And  in  the  four  years  ending  the  5th  of  Ja- 
nuary 1-793,  to  — -  —  134,629 


Excefs 
L.  5,325,731 


1,234,299 


Though  it  cannot  be  doubted 
that  the  balance  of  our  trade,  even 
with  thefe  dedu^ons,  muft  have 
brought  great  wealth  in  various  ar- 
ticles of  commerce,  into  this  king- 
dom, and  that  unufual  quantities  of 
foreign  merchandize  muft,  in  con- 
fequence  thereof,  have  been  depo- 
rted in  it ;  yet  it  may  be  doubted, 
whether  it  brought  fo  great  a  quan- 
tity of  the  precious  metals,  to  be 
converted  into  coin,  as  in  former 
periods;  for  it  appears  in  the  evi- 
dence of  Sir  John  Hort,  who  waS 
his  Majefty's  Conful  General  in 
Portugal  for  twenty-nine  years,  and 
of  Mr.  Whitmore,  an  eminent  Por- 
tugal merchant,  that  tRe  importa- 
tion of  gold  and  filver  bullion  from 
Liftjon  into  this  kingdom,  has  been 
lefe  than  it  i^as  formerly:  and  that 
•he  exchange  l)etween  Lifbon  and 
London,  which  ufed  formerly  to  be 
greatly  in  favour  of  London,^  has  of 
&le,  from  a  variety  of  circumftances, 
been  fometimes  in  favour  of,  and 
fometimes  againft,  this  country; 
and  for  the  laft  three  years,  more  a- 
pinft  this  country  than-  in  its  fa- 
vour, from  caufes  which  are  fully 
explained  in  the  evidence  of  thofe 
f:entlcmen.  Mr.  Whitmore  adds, 
feat  the  quantity  of  felver  wWch 


Total  Excefs         L.  6,560,029 


has  of  late  been  imported,  has 
greatly  exceeded  the  quantity  of 
gold.  But  as  the  Mint  price  of 
ulver  bullion  has  been,  during 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  prefent 
century,  coniiderably*  lefs  than  the 
market  price  of  this  precious  melal, 
the  filver  bullion  fo  imported  could 
not  be  converted  into  coin,  but  af« 
ter  having  left  a  quantity  fufficfent 
for  the  ufe  of  our  manu^i^hnreSy 
mufl  have  again  been  exported;  and 
did  not  contribute  in  tne  imaileft  ' 
degree  to  augment  iht  coin  of  this 
kingdom.    • 

The  accounts  prefented  by  the 
officers  of  the  Mint,  of  the  quantity 
of  bullion  coined  in '  the  laft  four 
years,  fhew  that  the  quantity  coin* 
ed  at  the  Mint  in  1795,  amoimtod 
only  to  493,4161.  and  in  1796  to 
464,6801.  which  is  not  more  than  a 
fixth  of  wlnit  was  brought  to  the 
Mint  to  be  coined  in  the  two  prc» 
ceding  years,  and  greatly  inferior 
to  what  had  been  coined,  upon  an 
average  of  the  former  years  of  his 
Majefty's  reign. 

By  an  account  prefented  by  Mr. 
Inking,  of  the  (juantity.  of  bullion 
exported  from  this  countvy  from  tbA 
jrear  1790  to  1796  both  inclvfivei 
It  appears  tha^t  the  quanlit)oof  seU 
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Imllion  exported  on  an  average-  in 
the  four  laft  years,  being  years  of 
war,  is  not  a  third  of  what  was  an- 
nually exported  on  an  average  in 
the  three  preceding  years  of  peace; 
and  that  tne  quantity  of  fiiver  bul- 
lion exported  in  the  four  laft  years, 
being  years  of  war»  is  alfo  not  a 
third  of  what  was  annually  export- 
ed on  an  average  in  the  three  pre- 
ceding years  of  peaces  and  this, ac- 
count receives  a  certain  degree  of 
coniirniation,  from  the  accounts  de- 
livered in  by  the  Eaft  India  Com- 
pany, of  the  amount  of  Spanifh 
dollars  exported  by  the  Company, 
pr  permitted  by  the  Company  to 
be  exported  by  private  perfons; 
which  prove  that  in  the  laft  thi  te 
year»  the  amount  of  Spanifti  dollars 
exported  has  been  lefs  than  ufual. 

The  Committee  wiftied  to  throw 
farther  light  on  thisfubjedt,  by  ob- 
taining an  account  of  the  amount  of 
gdd  and  filver  coin  or  bullion  im- 
ported into  thb  kin^om  in  the  be- 
tbre-mentioned  periods  \  but  they 
find  that,  by  a  law  paiSed  in  the 
35th  year  of  the  relga  of  his  late 
^aiefty  Charles  II.  ch.  7.  fee.  in. 
coin  and'bulUon  are  exempted  from 
entry  at  the  cvftom-houfe,  on  im- 
portation tntO'^this  kingdom;  fo 
that  the  officers  of  the  cuftoms 
fcotdd  act  produce  an  account  of 
«By  fuch  importation; 

There  are,  however,  other  cir- 
eiivfiancQS  in  evidence  before  the 
Committee,  whiefemay  have- con- 
tributed to  render  lefs  perceptible^ 
hffhcrlo  at  leaft^  fKe  adiqtntaffes 
anfiM  finm  the  infhix  of  .Svealth 
IT  to  this  kingdom,  in  (Ofifequeoce 
cf  a  Aivourable  balance  of  tradi?.;' . 

It  was  obferved  b]^  Henry  Thoriip 
too,  Efq.  ^and  it  is  inde^fl  felf-eW- 
dent)  tluit  m  proportion  a*  the  com- 
IMTce  of  this  oottofry  increafes.  a 


greater  capital  is  nepoffiuy  for  car- 
rying it  on ;  and  alfo,  that  any  given 
quantity  of  commerce^  in  time  of 
war,  by  the  increafed  expences  of 
freight,  infurance,  and  mercantile 
charges,  requires  a  greater  capital 
than  the  fame  quantity  of  commerce 
in  time  of  peace.  Thefe  two  cir- 
cumftances  muft  have  had  coniider- 
able  influence,  in  the  courfe  of  the 
laft  three  .years  upon  the  circulat- 
ing cafti  and  paper  of  the  kingdom, 
efpecially  when  it  is  coniidered, 
that,  from  caufes  already  affigned, 
the  circulation  of  paper  was  confi- 
derably  diminiftied;  and  Mr.  Bo« 
ianquet,  a  Bank  Diredor,  in  aifign- 
ing  the  caufes  of  the  great  preflure 
on  the  Bank,  for  the  want  of  caih, 
in  the  year  1783,  is  of  opinion  thai 
the  drain  of  cafti  at  that  time  pro* 
ceeded  from  the  great  extetidon  of 
commerce  which  followed  the 
peace,  and  which  occafioned  fo 
large  an  export  of  ,the  commodities 
of  this  oountry,  that  the  circulation 
was  hardly  fumcient  to  fupport  it 

It  appears,  laftly,by  the  evidence 
of  the  Bank  Directors,  that  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  long  credit  given 
by  our  merchants,  the  payments  for 
the  great  quantities  of  our  manut 
fa^hires,  producci  and  other  merch- 
andiee  exported,  da  not  take  place 
till  a  coniiderable  tone  after  their 
exportation,  though  a  great  addi- 
lional  capital  has  been  previouilj 
employed  in  providing  the  articles 
fo  exported.  The  balance  of  pay» 
ments,  which  arifes  out  of  the  ba- 
lance of  trade,  is  necefliurily  pofte-^ 
rior  to  it;  and  in  countries  Uke 
Great  Britain,  where  long  credits 
are  given,  it  may  not  fuodnce  its 
full  effed  upon  our  circulation  for 
a  (M>nfiderabk  time. 

The  refult  of  all  the  various  cir- 

cafinftuices  before  fiated,  ^kiesooft 

^-  '-       appear 
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appeal;  on  the  wliele»  to  hmt  pio- 
doced  aw  Dennanciit  <iIfadTaa- 
tageoiis  effea  <hi  the  caih  of  the 
Bank,  till  the  oMth  of  September, 
1795:  The  caih  of  the  Bankhadt 
indeed,  been  mveh  lower  than  u^ 
fual  in  Ifaich  and  Jttne  1795;  but 
it  rafe  hi  the  September  of  tfaatyear 
neaiiy  to  its  uiual  average.  From 
September,  1795,  however,  it  con- 
tinued prop^effivdy  dedining,  fo  at 
to  be,  Guring  the  whole  of  the  year 
I7d6  confidenA>fy  lefi  than  in  the 
year  1795,  but  not  lower  at  the  tod 
of  1796  than  in  the  middle  of  that 
year;  and  in  the  coounencement  of 
the  prefent  year  fiill  lefs  than  in  the 
year  ]796«--and  in  the  week  pre- 
cedbg  the  ifiuing  of  the  Order  of 
Council,  it  diminiflied  rapidly:  It 
was  not,  however,  even  at  that  pe- 
riod, in  any  degree  fo  low  as  in  the 
year  1783,  and  particularly  in  the 
month  of  Odober  of  that  year. 

The  conferences  between  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exdiequer  and 
the  Governor  and  Deputy  Gover- 
nor of  the  Bank,  on  the  s^rdien- 
fions  they  entertained  of  the  dimi- 
nution or  their  caih,  and  the  repre- 
fentations  made  bv  them,  from  time 
to  time,  on  the  effe^  which  foreien 
loans  ind  remittances  had  on  the 
fiate  of  their  caih,  will  appear  by 
the  evidence  of  the  faid  Governor 
andt)epnty  Governor,  and  other 
Dire^ors  of  the  Bank,  when  they 
attended  the  Committee,  either  as 
a  deputation  or  in  their  individual 
capacity,  as  well  as  from  the  mi- 
nutes of  thofe  conferences,  and  the 
copies  of  the  refoluiioAs  delivered 
^  them  to  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer:-— It  will  appear  alfo, 
hrom  the  evidence  of  the  Chancel- 
lor of  the  Exchequer,  and  frem  let- 
ten  written  by  hmi  to  the  Governor 
of  the  Bank;  all  which  are  inferted 


in  tills  report,  and  to  wUch  Ite 
Committee  think  it  more  proper  to 
refer  the  Houfe,  than  to  give  a-fum^ 
mvyof  them. 

'Die  accounts  before  inferted^ 
and  the  evidence  juil  referred  to^ 
will  aUb  ihew  what  was  the  nature 
of  the  advances  made  by  the  fiaivk 
to  govemment-^upon  what  funit 
or  credit  they  were  made— what 
was  their  amount  at  different  peri- 
ods—how far  the  amount  of  thoft 
advances,  during  the  prefent  war, 
have  ufusdb^  exceeded  thofe  made 
in  time  or  peace-— how  far  they 
have  exceeded  thofe  made  in  tht 
U&  war— and  whether  they  wepa 
greater  or  lefs,  immediately  jMrevi*' 
ous  to  ifRiing  the  Order  in  Coundl 
of  the  26th  of  February,  than  at 
anypreceding  period. 

The  Committee  were  deiirons  of 
throwing  farther  light  on  this  fub* 
je6^,  by  laying  before  the  Houfe 
fome  accurate  account  of  the  ex^ 
changes  between  Great  Britain  and 
other  countries ;  as  thefe,  when  they 
can  be  corredly  afcertained,  afford 
a  good  criterion  of  the  balance  oif 
payments  between  Great  Britain 
and  other  countries,  and  thereby 
ihew,  whether  there  is  reafon  to 
conclude  that  any  coin  or  bullion 
have  been  exported  or  imported. 
At  -prefent,  the  only  places  with 
whioi  there  fubiifts  an^  regular 
courfe  of  exchange  with  Great 
Britain,  are  Liibon  and  Hamburgh. 
At  this  bft  place,  a  great  proportion 
of  the  accounts  between  Great  Bri- 
tain and  the  northern  parts  of  Eu- 
rope, is  now  fettled  ana  paid.  The 
par  of  exchange  with  iifbon  can 
be  accurately  ibited ;  it  is  67^.  It 
has  already  been  ihewn  from  the 
evidence  of  Sir  John  Hort  and  Mr. 
Whitmore,  how  far  the  exchange 
between  London  and  Liibon  m 
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iMen  of  late  to  the  (fiiadrantage  of 
this  couotr][;  and  their  account  of 
k  is  fully  confirmed  by  a  fbtement 
of  the  courfe  of  .exchange  taken 
from  Caftaing's  papers,  imerted  in 
this  report. 

Witti  refpe^  to  the  exchange  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  Hamburgh, 
the  Committee  have  not  been  able 
to  decide,  to  their  &tisfa6lion,  what 
is  the  a^al  par  of  exchange  be* 
tween  London  and  Hamburgh^ 
The  witneOes  they  have  examined 
have  widely  difFeied  with  refpeft  id 
the  par  of  exchange  between  thofe 
places.  The  Committee,  however, 
nave  inferted  in  the  minutes  of  the 
evidence,  the  anfwers  of  Mr.  Boyd 
to  tuo  quefHons  put  to  him,  and  a 
piper  prefented  to  this  Committee 
by  one  of  the  members  of  it,  which 
thrc^w  confiderable  light  on  this  in- 
tricate fubjed,  and  will  account,  in 
fome  degree,  for  the  difficulty  the 
Committee  had  experienced  in  de- 
termining, with  fumcient  accuracy, 
the  par  o7  this  exchange. 

The  mercantile  accounts  in  Ham- 
burgh and  London  have  a  reference 
to  different  metals.  Silver  appears 
to  be  the  common  coin  of  Ham- 
burgh, and  gold  is,  in  that  place 
rather  to  be  confidered  as  a  commo- 
dity. Gold  is  the  mercantile  coin 
of  Great  Britain,  and  Giver  has 
been  for  many  years  only  a  commo- 
dity, which  has  no  fixed  price,  and 
is  very  rarely  carried  to  the  Mint  to 
be  coined,  but  varies  according  to 
the  demand  for  it  at  the  market. 
The  market  price  of  thefe  precious 
metals,  appears  aifo  to  have  an  in- 
fluence on  the  Banco  money  of 
Hamburgh,  in  which  the  exchange 
are  reckoned— It  is  probable  tlwit 
to  thefe  circumftances  is  to  be  im- 
puted the  difiicully  of  determining 
the  par  of  exchange  between  Lon- 


don and  HamlJurgh.  On  the  pre- 
fcnt  fubjea,  therefore,  all  that  the 
Committee  can  fay  vnth  certainty 
is,  that  according  to  the  evidence  of 
the  Governor  of  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land (which  is  confirmed  by  a  paper 
annexed)  the  exchange  with  Ham- 
burgh ceafed  to  be  unfavourable  to 
ttas  country  in  March  1796,  became 
more  favourable!  in  the  month  of 
0£h)ber  laft,  and  that  it  continued 
favourable  till  the  36thof  Fcbr«»r>', 
when  the  Order  of  Council  wa»if- 
fued,  and  that  it  continues  fo  IKIL 

The  Committee  have  hitherto 
fhited  the  feveral  points  relating  to 
the  more  remote  caufes  by  which 
the  circulation  of  the  kingdom  and 
the  general  ftatc  of  the  Bank  may 
have  been  aHeAed.  They  proceed 
now  to  thofe  which  immediately 
preceded  the  26th  of  February  larf, 
and  moredire6lly  contributed  to  the 
neceffity  of  the  Order  of  Council 
which  was  ifitied  on  that  dav. 

It  appean  from  the  evidence  of 
Mr.  ElUfon,  that  a  few  weeks  pre- 
vious to  the  26eh  of  February,  two 
great  mercantile  banks  at  Newcaftle 
Jtopped  payment  in  cafh,  owin§  to 
the  effe^  of  a  local  alarm,  fimilar, 
as  fbted  by  this  gentleman,  to  that 
in  1793,  which  occafioned  i*)ft  of 
the  country  bankers  to  draw  larje 
fums  of  money  from  the  metropohs, 
and  induced  them  to  keep  in  iVpre 
larger  quantities  of  fpccie  than  be- 
fore the  year  1793,  in  order  to 
make  their  payments,  if  fuch  ihouid 
be  required  of  them.  Mr.  Thorn- 
ton confirms  in  general  this  account 
given  by  Mr.  Ellifon.  He  agrees 
alfo  with  Mr.  Elllifon  with  refpe^ 
to  the  demand  for  cafh  made  on  the 
metropolis  t>y  the  country  bankers, 
for  the  purpofe  of  being  fent  to 
different  parts  of  the  kingdom, 
where  it  is  partly  kept  by  the 
country 
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tdDntry  bankers  for  the  ufcs  before 
ir.entioncd,  and  partly  drawn  out 
of  their  hands  by  uutividuals,  to  be 
hoarded. 

It  appears  by  the  evidence  of 
Mr.  Tf  >mton,  that  there  was,  at 
this  jme,  alfo  a  demand  of  cafh  to 
be  fent  from  the  metropolis  to 
Scotlanu. 

Bui  thofe  demands  for  cafli,  from 
the  c  ftant  parts  of  the  kingdom, 
vre  :-  :.ot  the  only  cavfes  of  the 
erabarrailmeiits  or  the  Bank  of 
Erglund  zi  this  period.  It  is  flatcd 
in  an  account  delivered  by  Mr.  Pu- 
gct,  one  of  the  Directors  of  the 
Bark  of  England,  and  agent  for  the 
Bank  of  Ireland,  that  in  the  com- 
mencement of  the  year  1797  there 
was  an  imufual  demand  of  caih 
made  on  the  Bank  of  England  to  be 
fent  to  Ireland ;  and  that  there  was 
an  expe6hition  of  a  loan  intended 
to  be  raifed  in  Great  Britain,  for 
the  fervico  of  Ireland,  which  ,¥ould 
neceffiirily  have  occafioned  the  ex- 
portation of  a  confiderable  quan- 
tity of  coin  from  tlie  metropolis  to 
the  btter  kingdom.  It  is  proper  to 
add,  that  the  kingdom  of  Ireland 
appears,  for  fome  weeks  previous 
to  the  iffumg  the  Order  of  Council 
of  the  26th  of  February,  to  have 
experienced  a  great  want  of  caih, 
fimilar  to  that  which  was  experi- 
cn{:cd  in  Great  Britain. 

There  is  a  circumdance  that 
throws  confiderable  light  on  one  at 
leaft  of  the  principal  caufes  which 
produced  this  great  demand  for  caih 
on  the  bank.  It  appears  by  the 
account  of  the  ftate  of  the  caih  at 
the  Bank  at  different  periods,  as 
laid  before  the  Committee,  that  the 
greateft  drain  of  cafh  which  the 
Bank  has  experienced,  fubfequent 
to  the  year  1783,  was  in  March  and 
June  1793,  that  is,  a  fhort  time  af- 


ter the  fkihirySf  the  country  httlk$ 
in  that  year;  llnd  in  the  commentsS^ 
ment  of  the  month  of  February  d 
this  year,  that  is  a  fhort  time  after 
the  Newcaftlc  bank  flopped  pay- 
ment in  cafh,  and  when  the  alarms 
before  flated  produced  great  de- 
mands for  cafli  from  different  parts 
of  the  country:  So  that,  in  both 
thofe  periods,  the  fame  caufe  ap- 
pears  to  have  produced  an  effe6k 
nearly  fimilar,  that  is,  a  very  un- 
ufual  drain  of  cafh  from  the  Bank* 
The  increafed  demand  for  cafh 
muft  bear  a  proportion  to  the  de- 
creafe  of  any  other  fort  of  circula- 
tion that  is  a  fubfhtute  for  it.  The 
Committee  will  prefently  fhew  to 
what  degree  the  circulation  of  the 
notes  of  the  Bank  of  England  had 
been  diminifhed,  immediately  pre- 
vious to  the  26th  February  laff. 
With  refpe£l  to  the  decreafe  of 
country  bank  bilk  in  circulation, 
Mr.  Tnomton,  who  appears  to  have 
collected  his  evidence  from  feveral 
parts  of  the  kingdom  with  great  ac- 
curacy, was  defired  by  the  Com- 
mittee to  deliver  in  an  account  of 
the  proportion  in  which,  according 
to  his  information,  country  bank 
bills  circulated  in  different  parts  of 
the  kingdom  before  the  fiaitures  in 
1793;  at  a  period  fubfequent  to 
that  year ;  and  at  the  prefent  time. 
This  account  may  be  feen  at  lar?e 
in  the  evidence ;  but  the  refult  is, 
that  at  the  prefent  time  the  circula- 
tion of  thefe  bills  is  in  one  part  of 
the  kingdom  not  more  than  about  a 
third;  in  another,  not  more  than 
half;  and  in  a  third,  but  a  fixth  of 
what  was  in  circulation  before  the 
year  1793 :  and  the  Committee 
have  already  endeavoured  to  fhew, 
in  a  former  part  of  this-  fummary, 
to  what  degree  the  means  of  coin- 
ing, and,  in  confequenqe  thereof, 
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xcgukr  fiuply  of  msm  coin  (which 
alone  coula  £ll  up  the  void  occafi- 
oned  bv  the  decreafc  of  circulating 
paper)  had  diminiihed  of  late  years. 
.  From  the  evidence  of  the  Go- 
vernor of  tlie  Bank,  and  from  the 
report  of  the  laft  Secret  Committee 
which  has  been  laid  before  .  this 
Committee,  it  appears  that  it  was 
not  fingly  the  cuminiflied  ftate  of 
their  c^ih  which  gave  the  Dircftors 
.any  great  alarm;  the  Governor 
and  Mr.  Bofanquet  rather  impute 
this  alarm  to  the  progrcflively  in- 
creafing  demands  for  caih  upon 
them,  particularly  in  the  week  pre- 
ceding the  26lh  of  February,  and 
^o  the  reafons  they  had  to  appre- 
.hend  that  thefe  demands,  and  the 
confequent  progrcflive  redu(ftion  of 
.cafii  would  continue,  and  even  in- 
creafe:  and  they  add,  that  this 
drain  was  in  great  part  owing  to 
demands  for  cafli  from  the  country, 
fuch  demands  being  made  upon  the 
Bank  indire£Uy  from  the  country, 
but  diredlly  from  the  bankers  of 
JLondon,  who  were  to  fupply  the 
country. 

The  Dire<f^ors  of  the  Bank,  un- 
der the  impreflion  which  thefe  a- 
larms  and  embarraiTments  had  oc- 
caiioned,  appear  to  have  judged  it 
prudent  to  diminifh  their  notes  in 
circulation,  and  the  confequent  de- 
jnands  that  might  come  upon  them, 
fo  as  to  make  the  demands  more 
nearly  correfpond  with  the  ftate  of 
-their  cafh.  It  will  be  feen,  in  the 
^counts  prefented  to  the  Commit- 
tee, of  the  amount  of  bank  notes  in 
circulation  at  different  periods,  that 
the  average  amount  of  thefe  notes  in 
circulation,  for  fcveral  years  previ- 
ous to  the  end  of  the  year  1796,  may 
be  ftated  at  between  10,000,000l. 
and  1 1,000,0001.  hardly  ever  fall- 
ing.  below  9,000,0001.  and  not  often 


exceeding,  to  any  erett  mount, 
.11,000,0001.  It  i^tU  appear,  by 
one  of  the  afore  -  mentioned  ac- 
counts, that  in  the  latter  end  of  the 
year  1796,  and  in  the  beeinning  of 
1797,  the  amount  of  bar^  notes  in 
circulation  was  Icfs  than  the  aveiage 
before  fiated;  and  on  the  23  th  of 
February  laft  it  was  reduced  to 
8,640,2501. 

It  is  true,  that  in  an  account  pre- 
fented to  the  Committee,  of  the 
amount  of  bank  notes  in  circula- 
tion in  the  years  1782,  1783,  and 
1784-,  the  quantity  was  then  gene- 
rally even  lefs  than  the  fum  laft 
mentioned;  but  at  tliat  time  the  fo- 
reign commerce  of  the  kingdom 
was  not  even  one  half  of  what  it  is 
at  prefent,  as  will  be  feen  in  the  ac- 
count of  imports  and  exports  in- 
ferted  in  this  report. 

It  is  not  probable  that  the  rc- 
du£tion  of  bank  notes  to  8,640,2501. 
immediately  previous  to  the  ifFuing 
the  Order  in  Council  of  the  26th 
of  Febi-uary,  was  owing  to  any  di- 
minution of  the  demands  for  them; 
for  at  that  time  the  merchants  of 
London  were  fubjc<ft  to  difficulties, 
from  not  being  able  to  get  their 
bills  difcounted. 

The  DireAors  of  the  Bank  had, 
on  the  31ft  of  December  1795, 
come  to  a  refolution  to  diminiih 
their  difcounts;  but  notwithjhnd- 
in^  that  refolution,  they  did  not  di- 
mmifh  the  amount  of  their  dif- 
counts in  the  courfe  of  the  year 
1796,  compared  with  what  they 
were  in  1785,  but  had  rather  in- 
creafed  them;  not,  however,  to 
fuch  an  extent  as  to  make  them 
correfpond  with  the  wants  of  the 
commercial  world.  A  confiderable 
degree  of  diftrefs  oonfequently  en- 
fued;  which  diftreiis  may  alu>  be 
imputed  to  another  cauie  in  evi- 
dence 
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dence  befbre  the  Committee.  By 
hw,  no  man  is  to  take  more  than 
5!.  percent,  intereft  for  money  lent 
or  advanced  by  him ;  and  this  re- 
Uri^tion  is  underftood  to  apply  to 
bankers  in  the  bufineCs  of  dilcount- 
iag;  fo  that  in  tmt  of  war,  wlien  a 
much  greater  intereft  than  5 1,  per 
cent,  can  be  made  of  moriey,  upon 
gpvernment  fccurities^  the  difcounts 
which  merchants  obtain  from  bank- 
ers and  other  individuals,  are  ne- 
ceflarily  much  diminifhed,  and  they 
are  forced,  on  that  account,  to  re- 
fore  diredly  to  the  Bank. 

Some  of  the  perfons  whom  the 
Committee  examined  on  this  part 
of  tlie  fubje^l,  have  exprefled  a 
ftrong  opinion  of  the  inconvenience 
produced  by  the  condujjb  of  the 
Bank  in  diminifhing  their  notes  in 
circulation,  and  in  reflrifUng  their 
difcounts. 

One  of  thefeperfons  is  of  opinion 
thai  an  increased  quantity  of  bank 
notes,  proportioned  to  the  increafed 
occalion  for  them,  muft  tend  to  pre- 
vent a  demand  for  guineas  rather 
than  to  promote  it;  and  that  if  the 
quantity  of  notes  iflued  is  very  con- 
fiderably  lefs?  than  the  occafions  of 
the  mercantile  world  require,  a  run 
upon  the  Bank  will  be  the  confe- 
quence.  He  is  of  opinion  alfo, 
that  the  Dire£^ors  of  Uie  Bank  do 
not  av^  themfelves  of  the  full  ex- 
tent of  their  credit;  and  that  the 
caution  neceiiary  to  be  obferved  by 
private  bankers  in  the  amount  of 
their  bills,  does  not  apply  to  the  cafe 
of  the  Bank  of  England,  for  feveral 
reafons  whidi  he  afligns.  A  great 
quantity  of  bank  notes,  in  his  opi- 
nion, is  abfoluteiy  neceflary  for  the 
circulation  of  the  metropolis ;  and 
that  in  this  refpe£t  it  is  immaterial 
whether  thefe  notes  are  iflued  for 
advances  made  to  government,  or 


in  difcoonls  to  private  perfons;  ex- 
cept, that  in  the  laft  xafe,  thofe 
whofe  bills  are  difcounted  to  a 
greater  extent,  may  fuppofe  that' 
more  relief  is  granted  to  them.  He 
allows,  however,  that  as  the  Bank 
difcounts,  even  in  time  of  war,  at 
51.  per  cent,  there  may  be  a  greater 
difpofition  to  borrow  of  the  Bank  at ' 
51.  percent,  than  it  may  be  prudent 
always  for  the  Bank'  to  comply 
with'. 

Another  of  thofe  gentlemen  is  of 
opinion,  that  the  refolution  of  the 
Bank  to  reftrift  their  difcounts,  ex- 
cited an  alarm  and  diftruft  that  led 
to  an  increafe  of  the  drain  of  their 
cafli ;  that  it  has  contributed  alfo  to 
the  forced  fale  and  depreciation  of 
public  fecurities,  and  to  other  eni- 
barraflinents  occaiioned  by  an  in- 
fufficient  fupj)ly  of  bank  notes  and 
cafh;  which  fupply  has  not  kept 
pace  with  the  demand  arifing  froan ' 
the  employment  and  circulation  of 
a^ve  capital,  particularly  for  the 
laft  fifteen  months:  And  he  alfo  is 
of  opinion  that  it  would  not  fignify ' 
materially  to  the  publicJ,  whether  the 
quantum  of  bank  notes  introduced^ 
into  circulation  was  created  by  dif- 
counting  bills  for  the  merchants,  or 
by  advances  to  government. 

The  Committee  have  judged  it 
right  to  ftate  the  caufes  affigned  by 
thefe  gentlemen,  of  the  diftrcfs  that 
has  lately  prevailed  from,  the  w^nt 
of  fufflcient  means  of  circulation 
in  commercial  tran&dions.  The 
Committee,  however,  do  not  mean 
to  decide  whether  the  Bank  Direc- 
tors might  not  have  folid  re?vions  for 
their  conduct  in  this  refpe(El,  or  to 
convey  any  opinion  on  this  doubtful 
and  delicate  queftion  J  but  conceive 
it  their  duty  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  Houfe  to  a  point  of  ifo  great 
importance,  and  refer  the  Houfe  to 
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the  aipimeiits  fiated  more  at  large 
in  the  evidence. 

The  Committee  have  thus  cone 
through  the  chief  points  which  have 
occurred  in  their  enquiry  refpe6dng 
the  caufes  which  produced  the 
Order  in  Council  of  the  26th  of 
February  laft,  as  refulting  ffY>m  the 
evidence  taken  by  them,  and  the 
accounts  laid  before  them.  They 
fubmit  the  fame  to  the  confideration 
oftheHoufe;  but  as  the  minutes  of 
their  proceediiij^  are  inferted  in  the 
foifmer  part  of  this  report,  and  as 
the  Houfe  is  thereby  poilefled  of 
the  evidence  on  the  whole  of  this 
fubjcft,  in  great  detail,  the  mem- 
bers of  it  will  be  enabled  to  fupply 
any  omii&ons,  and  to  correal  any 
defe&  which  may  be  found  in  this 
fummary. 

The  Committee  being  defirous 
of  confining  themfelves  to  thofe 
matters  on  which  they  have  thought 
proper  to  call  evidence,  and  fcnfible 
of  the  difficulty  (even  at  all  times) 
of  appreciating  the  extent  and  influ- 
ence  of  alarm,  forbear  from  advert- 
ing to  the  cfFe6b  produced  upon  the 
ftate  of  pecuniary  tranfaiftions  and 
circulation,  by  the  apprehenfions  of 
invafion  generally  prevalent  towaids 
the  clofe  of  the  kft  year,  and  in  the 
beginning  of  the  prefent,  but  of 
whic^  the  operations  muft  doubt- 
Icfs  iiave  been  confiderable.  Nor 
will  ihty  attempt  to  eftimate  how 
fer  the  interruption  given  to  the 
banking  operations  of  many  great 
commextial  cities,  by  the  troubles 
and  calamities  which  have  agitated 
Europe,  and  the  entire  ruin  of  ma- 
ny commercial  houfes  and  eftab- 
liihments,  may  have  tended  to  de- 
range the  accuftomed  courfe  and 
confidence  of  general  circulation. 
^  The  Committee  think  it  fuffi- 
oent  merely  to  enumerate  the  con- 


fiderations  of  fuch  generalnotorietyy 
and  to  fubmit  them,  without  farther 
obfervation,  to  the  wililom  oi  the 
Houfe. 


jfn  Account  tf  all  Bills  drawn  m  tie 
Treafwyfnm  the  yitmdtfSt.  Damht' 
g^from  the  Commencement  tfthe  War 
to  the  latefi  period  fuch  an  account  can 
he  made  out* 

Amount  of  bills  drawn  from  or  on 
account  of  the  ifland  of  St.  Do- 
mingo, prefented  at  the  Treafury 
in  the  yean 


L.  4,385,596  8  2 


1795 
1796 
and 
1797^ 
to  1ft  of  May. 

Charles  Long. 
Treqfiny  Chamhert^ 
MaylUhf  1797. 

A  return  of  the  deaths  and  cafual- 
ties  which  have  taken  place  in 
the   Britifh  forces,   and  in  th« 
forces  in  Britifh  pay,  ferving  in 
the  ifland  of  St.  Domingo,  m>m 
the  commencement  of  the  war 
to  the  3oth  of  September,  1796, 
as  far  as  the  fame  can  be  noAc  up. 
Britfjh  Foices, 
Dead      -      -      7,530 
Difcharged      -       S33 
Deferted        -         12S 

Forces  in  BritiA  Pa^- 
Dead,  Difcharged,  and  Defferted, 
1,067. 

N.  B.  Few  of  the  returns  of  the 
foreign  corps  difHnguifh  the  deaths 
from  the  other  cafualties. 

W.  WlltOBAM. 

War  Office, 
Maj  5t/i^  1797, 
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ii6  A  P  P  E  N.D  I  X      T^  - 

Froduce  tf  the feverMl  Duties  iu  the  Year  ended  5thJamuzry  1797,  d^^ai^  i> 
.  wards  defraying  the  ttddiiumalCharge  created  arm  1793.      ■* 

' .  .^  ^  . .  .   '  i:     t.  I 

Bntifh  fpirits,  anno  1791,  continued  anno  17:93  23,977    0   0 

Foreign  fpiriU  .      ditto  ditto  U2»S36    0   0 


166,S13    0   0 


rroduce  ffthefeveral  Duties  intJie  Year  ended  5tk  Jdkuaiy  1797,  i^icaiie  /»• 
v>ards  defraying  thi  additional  Ciarge  created  am»  1794.  • 

Sugar,  anno  1791,  continued  anrto  1794        -         -      239,653  18    4 

Licences  for killingmmc,  anno  1791,  ciJntiniicd ditto        8,984  1    4 

icy.  percent,  on aflelfed taxes, anno  1791icontinued  ditto  97,449  6    8 
Bills  and  receipts,  anno  1791,  after  refeirviBg  128,6001. 
carried  to  the  confolidated  fund,   being  the  annual 

•^ffage  produce  of  former  duties  thenp  repealed           48,951  3    9 
Diltiliers  licences,  aaiio  1794,.  after  reftrving  36,000l. 
per  annum,  to  be  carried  .to  the  confolidnted  fund 

for  ditto                -           •-            .     ^       4           .               O  0   0 
Paper  -duty,   anno    1794,    (cxcife)     after  .referving 

J5,000l»  per  ann.  ditto        .     -           - -             p9i$5«  0   0 

Ditto  (cuftoms)  -             •       ,     .             .             .            6,605  8  )0{ 

Slates  and  Clones,  anno  17^4                -            .'        .      17,830  18  loj 

Attomies  articles,  ditto  1   •            1            .            •            fO,0$Y  2    9 

Bricks  and  tiles,  ditto  (jcuftoms)          •            -             -         211  0   T 

Dltlx)  (excifc)               |-r     .          .                 ..                61,540  0  t) 

Glals, anno  1794           »     .*        ^       .                •..               42^33  0    0 

Britiih  fpirils,  ditto         'r     -    *•            .                 .         23,5*4  0    0 

foreign  ditto               .   ;          • .                 ,  ,              149,939  0   0 

:'      '  .  .       ,-.     '                                                 807;077  1     2 

.    s        I  Additional  charge  crated  anno  1794  ;         773,324  "  0   0 


.      /^rplus  in  tlje  year  ended  5th  January  1797     33,753  0  5 
I                                                          . 
Prti^uce  tf  thefevejol  Duties  in  the!  Year  ended  5th  Jimmy  1797,  affpUcdU  ft- 
^              fx-Wds  defi-aying^  additional  Charge  created  ams9  1195, 

*    ■  .        '  ^        •  L    '  s.  d 

Bfhi(hfpi?its,  anno  1735-  -  •  *-  22,163  0  0 

Foreign  ditto  -       '     •  .  ...       .    1 52,065  0  ^ 

Cocoa  and  coffee,  dittd  •  -  '-  .  15,319  0  0 

Tea,  ditto  .     :•  :    .  .  .  ^    200,107  0  0 

Wines,  anno  1795     .!    -^  .  .  .  432,689  0  0 

Swceu^  ditto  V  .  .  .^       ..         0^443  0  0 

'  \  ■ ■  ■■  '  ■* 

*^ '^^  Carried  ovet  •  831,786  0  0 
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Brought  forward 

Ship  policies,  1795  -     .       - 

Receipts^  ditto  ,    - 

Stamps,  ditto  »  -       .      <( 

Hair-powder  certificates,  ditto  - 

Fruit,  filk,  &c.  ditto  -  -  - 

Coals,  ditto  -  •  •  .  - 

Taken  out  of  the  duty  on  poilage'of  Jetters,'  ^hig  the 
cornputed  annual  ihcreaie  of  that  revenue,  by  reafon 
of  the  rcftridtion  in  franking,  purfuant  to  a£t  55 
Gco.IIL  -  -  •  .  40,000    0    0 


/.     /. 

d. 

831,786    0 

97,109     4 

7,094     6 

48,465  '13  . 

184,216     3 

104,028  19 

O 

1 

I 
'7 
0 
5 

20,094  13 

2i 

I  332  794  19     44 
Additional  charge  created  anno  1795     .        1,227)4)5    S  11    ^ 


u 


Surplus  in  the  year  ended  5th  January  1797     105,379  15    5f 


hdkcef  the  feveral Duties  in  the  Year  er^J  5thjamutry  1797,  afifilicdhk  t§  • 
VHtrds  deffi^ing  the  additimel  Charge  created  ann^  1796.  •   . 

Tobacco,  fnuff,  &c.  anno  1796 

Horfc-dealers  licences,  ditto 

Wine  ditto  (cufioms)  -  -        '    - 

Ditta  (excife)  •  -  -  - 

Sweets,  ditto 

Legacies,  ditto,'after  rcferving  10,2691.  15s.  carried  to 
the  confolidated  fund,  being  the  annual  average  pro- 
duce of  former  duties  then  repealed 

Hats,  ditto, after  refcrving  9,4791.  lis.  carried  to  tic 
Confolidated  ftind  for  ditto 

lol.  per  cent,  on  afleiled  taxes,  anno  1796 

Horfcs,  ditto  -  -      .     -  • 

2s.  duty  on  ditto,  not  otherwife  chargeable 

Dogs,  anno  1796  -        ,        •         '       -        . 

Computed  annual  faving  to  the  public,  by  reducing  the 
allowance  for  wafte  on  fait,  &c.  -  -  32,000    0    0 

bought  fipom  the  confolidated  duties  of  cuftoms,  bein? 
the  computed  annual  faving  to  the  public  on  account 
of  the  allowance  for  drawlMcks  on  the  exportation  of 
iugar,  being  difcontinued  in  the  year  1796  1 16,676    5     8 


/. 

U 

d. 

164,015  ^ 

0 

0 

931 

12 

0, 

101,522 

15 

10 

98,165 

P 

0 

2,325 

0 

0» 

0 

6 

p 

0 

0 

0 

47,833 

15 

«i 

16,930 

0 

0! 

19,475 

0 

0 

.    4,770 

0 

0 

604,644    9     2| 


huhqHtrs 
*i^*9f  March,  1797. 


JAMES  FISHE&. 
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APPfilf  DIX     Tcy 


Cmrt  ^  mta»s  if  ifn  Bmi^  «f 
'EnglanJy  dated  Deeemher  the  S^ 
1795.     Mofjedfor  by  Mr.  Slimdm. 

Kefolved,  That  the  foUowing 
tefolution  of  the  court  be  comiau* 
nicated  to  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Ezchequer. 

That  the  Court  of  Direaors 
after  a  very  folenin' deliberation, 
adeciuate  to  the  Stnportaace  oJF  the 
fabjeft^  areunanimouflv  of  ojaniom 
that  ihould  fttch  a  loan  *  take 

flace,  they  tr^  biit  too  well  gro\md- 
i  iQ  declaring  (from  Hut  »5bial 
cffefb  of  the  ^peror's  laft  lo^n, 
fad  tft^  coi|tini^d  drdns 
4ml  J)uUi0n  they  ftiU  . 
that  they  have  the  moft  cogent  rea< 
foQs  tp  apprehend  vtty  moineat* 
bus  and  suarnjioj;  cpnfequencj^* 
They  are,*  therefore,  led*  to  hope, 
(after  expremng  their  acknowlcdg- 
inents  ^o  the  Cnancellor  of  the  £x- 
isheouer,  for  haying  hintod  tiiat  the 
wclnfre  and  ifafety  of  the  fiank 
il|ould   in  'this   matter  fuperfede 


liament  of  Great  Britaia,  fat  aaj 
light  which  will  not,  one  way  or 
ower,  be  detrin^nt^  to  tUs  tomt* 
tiy,  even  if  a  law  ijrenp  p^^d  bf 
parliament  to  prevent  BrUiib  £iib- 
je^fttvn  taking  any  ^hareflbercin; 
That  fuch  a  calTfor  money  in  Gerr 
many  will  occafion  deipands  of  ijt 
frQm  l^n^sT  Germai^^  Italians, 
and  jother  fxsttiffk  oipitiUifis,  w^o 
liaye  property  We,  wiU  be  Induqed 
to  diaw  it  away.  Peopjis  iii'  HpU 
land,'  who,  by  the  late'  ads,  have 
money  locked  up  here,  may  go  to 
permany  gnd  .^f'W  for  it  from 
thence.    That  funds,  which  wook| 


ment  at  home,  pe  diverted  ^om  ihff 
one  to  the  other  purpofe:  That 
tbe  exchange  betw^n  this  country 
and  Hamburgh  may  be  much  aN 
fe^  \>yiti  That,  in  fpite  of  le* 
nl  prqjubitioo9,  it  is  to  be  appre? 
heoaed  that  fome  people  here 
would  take  (hares  lo  fucn  a  oego* 
tiation,  under  the  names  of  t^ir 


eW  other  wnfideration)  ttor he   forpigncorrefpondents.  Fromtheft 
lurOl  be  pleafed  to  lay  afidc  the    ^d  other  caufes.  thev 


adoption  of  fuch  a  meaiiire,  which, 
tfiey  beg  leave  to  rj^peat,  would  be 
In  their  opinion  mofi  fatal  in  itf 

cionfeijuencesf. 

Ko.  n.  ^Qff  fm$  Ohhum  ^th$ 
OmmtUe  '^the  Trtafwy^  I'mnuiy 
Ae  14i^,  Vt^^. 

It  is  ^  opinion  of  the  Commit-* 
tee  of  the  Treafuiv*  tlutt  the  Qo- 
▼emor  and  Deputy  Uovftr^vibould 
reprefent  to  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer^  That  they  cai^iQt 
look  upon  the  ft^heme  of  filing 
{EeXpperor  to  raife  a  loan  m  Ger- 
TOny ,  by  ttj  g^santee  of  the  paxv 


^d  other  cames,  they  are  fully  of 
opinion,  that  the  Governor  and 
Peputy  Governor  can  give  no  ad* 
vice  tQ  Mr.  Pitt  in  favour  of  fnch 
^  mcafure;  which  is  indeed  of  a 
wide  political  c^xt^nt,  and  beyond 
thp  line  of  th^ir  duty  to  ju^ge  of. 

Refblved,  That  it  is  th^  (^idoii 
ef  this  Gourti  founded  *Uik>n  its 
expedience  of  the  ^ffeAs  of  the 
l^te  imperial  loan,  th^t  if  any  fur- 
ther loan  or  advance  of  money  fa 
the  Empf^ror,  or  t<^  fmy  other  fo- 
rtign  i&tei  fhoi]ld»  iq  the  prefient 


'  f^  Vi«.  A  IwA  of  3»oo9«Qeol  la  the  T^ffBfs^^ 
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^te  of  afiairi  take  place,  it  will^ 
in  all  probability,  prove  hial  to  the 
Bank  of  Englani.  —  tlie  Court  of 
Biredors  do  therefore  moil  earneft- 
ly  deprecate  the  adoption  of  any 
Inch  meafure;  and  they  folemnly 
proteft  againft  any  refpoofibility  for 
the  calamitQiis  conleqUences  that 
may  follow  th«reapon.**Refolved, 
That  the  Governor  and  Deputy 
Governor  do  communicate  the^e 
refolutions  to  theChanceUoir  of  his 
Majefty*s  Exchequer. 

Jnfioers  $f/ie  ChaHtdkr  tfih  firvfe- 
fifTHHie  TwoRefihttmsftkeCmBrt 
tf  Direa^s  tf  the  Baai^  ^  tk  U  tf 
Dectmkr^  \795^muiua  fFetnt- 
toy^  1796,  m  diefukje^  ^m  Iw^^ 

Aifoitr  f9  thefiJI.-^Tht  Chancel- 
br  of  the  Exchequer  having  per- 
afed  the  refolution  tdth  ^^t 
attention,  topeatedly  laid,  that  cer* 
tunly,  as  caatlen  tvtre  there  ftated, 
he  Ihould  not  think  at  prefent  of 
hringing  forward  fuch  a  meafure  | 
adding,  thtt  though  he  fbould,  in 
opening  the  budget,  ttOkt  it  knowtt 
that  he  made  reftrva  with  the  pre- 
fent  contraAors  for  the  loan,  to 
pemiit  the  Emperor*!  raifing  three 
millions,  ihould  tircumlbn^s  re* 

Sire  it,  ho  flioukl  lay  afidd  all 
lurikti  of  it,  unlefi  the  fituation 
of  tmn^js,  relative  to  the  Bank, 
ftould  fo  alter  as  to  render  fuch  a 
loan  of  no  importance  qr^  inpon- 
Jjenicnce  to  them  in  per^edive. 
7he  Governor  promifcxl  him,  that 
^uld  fuoh  d  chaiig6  take  place, 
^  he  ihould  wifh  fbf  the  adop'^ 
tion  of  fuch  a  meafure,  he  certainlv 
^ould  communicate  it  to  him  with 
pwafufe.  —  Mr.  Pitt  wifiied  very 
°^h  to  have  the  oaper  left  with 
him,  for  the  purpole  of  couMnuni- 
^^  its  coAtfats  to^  cabinet^ 


if  hefounditneceffiiry;  promiiSng, 
that  no  one  flioukl  have  a  fight  of 
it  elfewhere,  and  that  if  the  Gover- 
nor wouki  call  upon  him  in  two 
or  three  days,  he  wouki  return  it  to 
him* 

jinfujertctheJicwJ.^lAr*  Pitt  re- 
plied, I'hat  after  the  repeated  tnti« 
matiohs  which  he  had  given  to  the 
Governor  and  Deputy  Governor 
of  the  Banl^  that  no  further  loan 
to  the  Emperor  would  be  refolved 
on  without  previous  communication 
with  the  Bank,  and  due  coniidera- 
tion  of  the  ftate  of  their  circum- 
ftances,  he  did  not  fee  any  reafon 
for  thefe  refolutions ;  th$t  he  did 
fuppofe  thev  were  adopted  in  a 
moment  of  alarm,  and  that  he  fhouM 
oonfidtr  them  in  tliat  light. 


Gylser  tfsU  C^mwamtAums  between  tht 
Dke^s  9ftke  Bank  erndtheOumceU 
hr  f  tie  Exeke^^  ^^^^I  ^^* 
vanees  f  Generiment  face  the  \fttf 
Neoem^f  1794/  exciufiueefthelm* 
farmatkn  emtahmd  in  ik  Fafieri  «/- 

.  readjf  kid  k^  the  Hmfi  frm  iAs 
Bank  ifEmlmdx 

(No.  1.) 

C^tfaRefiktm  tftk  Court  efDkee* 

tm-s^ikXbtkifJamutryi  1795* 

Refolved, 

THAT  the  Governor  and  Depu- 
ty Governor  do  t^ike  an  early 
opjpoitunity  of  informing  the  Chan- 
cellor of  tiie  Exchequer,  that  ther 
court  of  Dire^ors,  oeiirQUs  at  all 
times  to  eive  every  aihilanpe  and 
accommo£itton  to  the  public  fer* 
vice,  think  it  proper  at  the  pr^font 
period,  when  a  loan,  under  tne  gua- 
rantee ef  this  country,  for  a  foreign 
ibite,  of  the  .la(;ge  amount  of  !;« 
mUlions  ilerlit^  and  alfoonefor 
K4  our 
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A  P  P-E  N  D-l  X    TO    ^ 


our  own  natioaal  wants,  of  eigjhteea 

millions  fterlingf  are  about  to  be 
raifed,  to  bring  to  his  confideration^ 
that  it  is  their  with  that  he  wonld 
iettle  his  arrangements  of  finances 
for  the  prefent  year  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner as  not  to  depend  on  any  far- 
ther affiftance  from  them  beyond 
^hat  is  abready  agreed  for;  and 
particularly,  that  the  ftipnlation  for 
the  future  adrances  to  be  made  by 
them,  if  neceflary,  for  the  payment 
of  Treafury  bills  of  exchange,  be 
ihi^Iy  adhered  tOy  as  they  cannot 
allow  that  advance  at  any  time  to 
exceed  the  fum  of  five  hundred 
thouland  pounds. 

(No.  2.) 

2Sf  tie  Court  ^Dhc^orsy  on  the  \6th  ef 
Jjirily  1795. 

THE  Governor  and  Deputy  Go- 
remor  were  direded  l)y  the  court 
to  wut  upon  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  and  to  mention  to  him 
the  uneafinefs  they  have  felt  on  be- 
ing left,  during  fo  long  a  period,. In 
tn  advance  of  one  and  an  half,  to 
upwards  of  two  millions  of  money, 
for  the  bills  accepted  by  the  Trea- 
fury. That  this  ibodc  of  paying 
the  Treafury  bilb  in  advance  was 
never  meant  to  be  carried  to  any 
great  extent,  at  the  moft  to 
500,0001,  and  that  only  as  a  tem- 
porary accommodation. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer did  promife  to  the  Governor 
and  Deputy  Governor,  in  Decem- 
ber lafl,  and  particularly  in  a  con* 
verfation  on  the  17th  of  January, 
that  the  amount  of  thefe  bills  paid 
at  the  Bank,  then  exceeding  the 
fum  of  500,0001,  fliould  certainly 
be  paid  off  after  the  receipt  of  the 
firft  payment  on  the  new  loan; 
which  promife  hath  not  yet  taken 


place.    The ^ court  havt. therefore 

come  to  a  resolution,  that  they  can- 
not in  futm-c  allow  of  any  ditburfc 
on  this  account  exceeding  the  fum 
of  500,0001 ;  and  -they  do  requeft 
that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer will  be  pleafed  to  order  the 
lame  to  be  paid. 

(No.  5.) 

Ofy  rfa  Kotefrom  the  Gtvemar  cauLDe^ 
Jnity  Governor  to  the  Chancellor  of  tig 
Exchequer. 

.,  .  B/tni,  bthJimy  1795. 
THE  Governor  and  Deputy  Go- 
vernor of  the  Bank  prelcnt  their 
refpeftful  compliments  to  Mr.  Pitt, 
and  take  the  liberty  of  ftating  to 
him,  that  though  he  was  pleafoI*to 

Eromife,  the  iait  time  they  had  the 
onour  of  an  intervfew,  that  the 
amount  of  the  Treafury  bills,  paid 
by  the  Bank,  ihould  immediately 
be  reduced  to  the  fum  of  500,0001. 
(beyond  which  fum,  by  the  refoiu* 
tion  of  the  court,  it  was  not  to  pafs) 
the  Bank  are  now  in  advance  onl 
that  account  1,210^0151.  17s.  5jd  ^ 
and  before  the  end  of  next  week  it 
will  be  encreafed  to  1,658,4671. 
They  at  the  fame  time  b^g  to  cx- 
prefs  their  concern  at  being  lo  re- 
peatedly obliged  to  troublelum  on.' 
the  fubjcift;  hoping  he  will  give 
fuch  dire(ftions  as  may  in  future 
prevent  it. 

To  the  Right  Honmiraik 
maiamFitt.^c. 

(No.  4.)  .  • 

ke/olutious  of  the  Court  of  Dht^hn^ 
SOthfJufy^nSS. 
Refolved, 
THAT  the  Governor  and  De- 
puty Governor  of  the  Bank  be  de-. 
fired  to  inform  the  Chuncellor  of 
-    .     .:  -       the 
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the  Zxchequer,  that  it  is  the  re> 

<iucft  of  this  court  that  he  will  ci- 
^er  adopt  feme  other  mode  of 
paying  the  Treafury  bills  of  ex- 
change, than  by  direding  them  for 
payment  at  the  Bank ;  or  fo  to  ar- 
range the  fumiihing  of  money  for 
the  payment  of  thele  bills,  that  the 
amount  for  which  tlie  Bank  iliould 
be  in  advance,  ihall  not  at  any  time 
exceed  the  fum  of  500,0001;  as 
this  court  is  determined  to  give 
orders  to  the  cafhiers  to  refufe  pay- 
ment of  all  bills  whenever  the  ad- 
vance fhall  amount  to  fuch  fum  of 
500,0001.  That  previoufly  the 
court  is  defirous  of  fixing  on  a  cer- 
tain day  w:th  Mr., Pitt  when  fuch 
order  fhall  take  place ;  but  in  the 
mean  time  depend  on  his  former 
and  repeated  promife  to  reduce  the 
preCent  advance  as  fpeedily  as  pof- 
fiblc* 

(No.  5.)      ' 

Rr/uri  ff  tia  Governor^  and  Refoiution  cf 
the  Court  ifBinHm^  Gth  (f^AuguJl^ 
1795/ 

THE  Governor  having  laid,  be- 
fore the  court  a  letter  from  the 
Chancellor*  of  the  Exchequer, 
which  was  received  yeflerday  at 
four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  con- 
tainiog  a  fequefl  for  a  farther  ac-* 
coramodation  oh  the  credit  of  the 
growing  furplus  of  the  cbnfolidated 
fund,  / 

Refolved,  That  the  confideration 
•f  this  letter  be  poflponed;  and 
that  the  Governor  and  Deputy  Go- 
vernor be  deli  red  to  wait  on  Mr. 
Pitt,  and  inforni  him,  that  this 
court  cannot  take  his  letter  into 
confideration  until  it  has  received 
fatisfadion  refpefting  the  repay* 
meat  jDf  the  monies  akeady  advanc- 
1 


ed  fep  payment  of  Treafiay  bilhrot 
exchange,  to  reduce  that  account 
under  the  ftipulated  fum  of  500,0001. 
above  which  the  Bank  was  never 
to  be  in  advance;  and  until  it  hzi 
had  fufficient  fecurity  held  out  that 
it  fliall  not  be  called  upon  to  make 
farther  advances  on  this  account  vcl 
future:  and  that  they  \io  requtf^ 
Mr  Pitt  to  enter  into  full  explana* 
tions  on  this  fubje^,  which  is  not 
even  touched  upon  in  his  letter. 

Jntcrview  Viith  tJie  Chancdkr  tf  the  Ex* 
<hequerjlth  ff  Augufi^  17?5, 

The  Governor  and  Deputy  Go- 
vernor this  day  waited  on  Mr.  Pitt 
at  the  hour  he  had  appointed:— 
When  the  Governor  firfl  pbferved 
to  him  that,  hid  letter  did  not  ar« 
rive  in  time  to  be  taken  into  con- 
fideration by  the  Committee  oii  . 
WednefUay ;  and  that  it  was  there* 
fore  of  neceflity  laid  before  the 
court  on  Thurlday,  without  muc^ 
previous  confultation  on  it  7n  th^  '• 
Committee :  — And  the ' Governor 
then  read  to  Mr.  Pitt  the  following 
note,  as  containing  the  fubflance  4? 
what  paffed  upon  u  in  thecourt» 

The  Governor  having  laid  before 
■  the  court  a  letter  received  yeflerday- 
afternoon  from  the  Chaticfellor  o€ 
the  Exchequer,  containing  a  f  eaueft 
for  a  farther  accommodatTort  or  two 
millions  and  an  half,  on  the  grow- 
ing produce  of  the  confolidated 
fund, 

Refolved,  That  the   ctonfidcra* - 
tion  of' this  letter  be  poftponedj   " 
•  and  that  the  Governor  and  Deputy  • 
Governor  be  defired  to  wait  on  Mr. 
Pitt,  and  inform  him  that  this  court    : 
cannot-  fully  take  his  letter  into  " 
confideration  until  he  has  finally    * 
fettled  the  arrangement,  notified- to    • 
him  lafl  week,  .relative  to  th^  re«* 
-    du^on 
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4u6^ion  of  the  amount  of  the  Trea« 
fury  bills  paid  by  the  bank,  fo  that 
fhe  fum  advanced  may  never  ex* 
ceed  500,0001;  of  which  his  letter 
makes  not  the  leaft  mention* 

(No.  6.) 

Ca4^  tf  d  LJtttcffiwn  the  ChttiKtIht  tfthc 
Exekfuer^  and  Refdtaim  ftk  Cmtrt 
ffDireaan^  ISth^Ju^/^  1795. 

Dcmmng-pca^  \2thjug.  1795. 

Gentlemen, 

.  I  HAVE  to  requeft  the  &vour 
of  you  to  ilate  to  your  court,  that 
if  they  think  proper  to  afford  the 
aecommodation  which  I  have  re- 

Juefted  in  my  letter  of  the  5  th  in- 
fant, by  taking  Exchequer  bills 
payable  out  of  tte  growing  produce 
of  the  confolidated  fund,  they  may 
depend  upon  meafures  being  imme- 
diately taken  for  the  payment  of 
one  million  of  the  ium  they  have 
iulvanced  for  the  payment  of  bills ; 
and  feuther  payments,  to  the  a« 
mount  in  the  whole  to  another 
sniltion,  may  be  made  in  the  courfe 
p{  September,  O^ober,  and  No- 
vember, in  fuch  proportions  as  may 
be  found  convenient.  But  as  frem 
bills  may  be  expefted  to  arrive,  I  am 
under  the  neceffity  of  lequefting 
that  a  latitude  (hould  be  allowed  for 
the  payment  of  fuch  bills  to  an  a- 
mount  not  exceeding  one  million  in 
addition ;  for  which  fum  payment 
ihatl  be  provided  before  the  end  of 
t'ebruary,  or,  if  the  court  material- 
ly prefer  it,  of  January.  In  order 
lo  guard  againn  any  fre(h  difap- 

Kintment,  I  be^  leave  to  fugged, 
It  it  may  be  ufeful  if,  from  time 
to  time,  you  fend  me  notice  when- 
ever the'  amount  advanced  comes 
trithia  fifty  thoufand  pounds  of  the 
2 


Emit  fixed,  that  wammU  majr  be 
prepared  without  delay. 
I  am,  &C. 
(Signed)  Wm.  Pitt* 

Ctf^icrmr  and  D^utf  G9yenur 

IN  the  court  held  this  day,  after 
reading  Mr.  Pitt's  letter  of  the  12th 
of  Auguft,  it  was  reiblved.  That 
this  court  do  not  accede  to  the  pro* 
pofal  contained  in  the  (aid  letter. 
It  was  farther  refolved.  That  the 
court  do  confent  to  Mr.  I^tt's 
requeft,  in  his  letter  of  the  5th  in* 
flant;  namely,  to  advance  two 
millions  five  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  on  Exchequer  bills,  on 
the  fecurity  of  the  Airplus  of  tlMS 
confolidated  fund,  to  be  repaid  as 
follows : 

About  eleven  hundred  thoufand 

pounds  from  the  produce  of 

the  quarter  ending  the  10th 

of  Oftober  next;  and  for 

the  remainder  they  are  wiU 

ling  to  wait  till  the  ending 

of  the  quarter  ot  the  5tfa  c? 

April,  1796. 

And  that  the  Governor  and  Dq>u^ 

ty  Governor  be  defired  to  inform 

Mr.  Pitt,  that  the  court  fmi  adhere 

to  their  former  refolution,  of  infift« 

ine  that  the  credit  on  the  Treafunr 

bias   be    reflrained  to   500,0001; 

but  that  the  court  will  wait  for  die 

repayment  of  one  million  o(  the 

money  already  advanced  beyon4 

the  faid  fum  of  500,0001.  until  the 

latter  end  of  November  (if  it  is  of 

eflential  fervice  to  the  government 

of  the  countr}r  that  it  ihould  do  fo) 

provided  pofitive  aiTuiance  is  ^ven 

by  the.  Chancellor  of  the  Exche^^ 

quer,  that  this  additional  mfllion 

mall  punftually  be  repaid  at  that 

time;  and  that  in  no  cafe,  if  thi^ 

|>ropofitsoa 
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II  to  be  4n  advance  bcyoad  90^  piil* 
fioa«nd  an  half  |br  pyaung^  ojF  Oi^ 
Tceafury  {nUs,  viad>,  bf  the  en4 

^PO^OOOL 

The^^ourt  aUb  requeft,  Aat  the 
(JoviBnior  and  Depity  Governor 
viU  exprels  to  Mr*  PiU  the  carneft 
^iire  they  have  that  feme  other 
means  may  be  adopted  in  the  next 
feffion  of  parliament,  for  the  future 
paypBttt  of  bills  of  exchange  drawn 
on  the  Treafury.— When  the  taft 
refoliition  w^s  propofed,  Mr,  Winf 
throp  moved  the  rbltowing  amend- 
pient,  and  was  feo^ided  bv  Mr.  Si* 
meon,  to  be  addf^  after  the  word^ 
f<  confolidated  i>jndy"  IMidto  leave 
0iitall  the  remainder : 

4^  provided  at  legft  two  mittioni 
^  of  the  fame  fliali  beappii- 
^  ed  tp  the  difcharge  01  th^ 
^  iTiim  for  whieh  the  B^k 
^  Unow  in  advance,  on  ac- 
^  count  pf  bills  accqited  by 
««th<$Trrafui7;  it  being  the 
**  intention  of  this  court  to 
^  reftrain  the  amount  of  fucb 
^a4vanGe   (0  the  fum  of 
^boajCfid.    agreeably    to 
^  their  farmer  reibhitions." 
Tlie  £ud  amendment  being  put  to 
fhe  vote,  was  negatived;  and  the 
lefi^utioii  ^  firft  moved,  waaearried 
li^thi^affirmativt. 

Jitpj/i  14/1,  1795. 
THE  Governor  and  Deputv  Oo» 
^pernor,  in  compliance  with  tne  de- 
fre  of  the  court  held  yeflcrday, 
wsuted  this  day  on  the  Chancellor 
•f  tfaKB  Exchequer,  to  fignify  to  him, 
tint  1&  letter  of  the  12th  inftant 
IumI  been  duly  eonfidered;  and  it 
was  refolved,  that  the  propofals 
wUch  it  contained  could  not  be  ac- 
ceded to;  and  to  communicate  to 
Van  the  ftrlher  reibbuiott  of  the 


ma  F9i|iieK  m  ua 
letter  of  &e  Stfi'infiant,  as  minuted 
in  this  book  yefterday.  The  Go« 
vernor  put  into*  his  hands  a  copy  of 
the  two  fefiolutiens,  which  Mr. 
Pitt  read  attentivdy;  and  returned 
foon  after  with  a  letter,  written  bf 
hlmfelf  at  the  requeft  of  the  Ga- 
vernormnd  Deputy  Governor,  £g^ 
niKring  his  acquieucence  in  the  tiSi 
reiolution,  and  oromifing  punAual- 
ly  to  comply  with  the  conditions  lli« 
pukted  therein. 

jDbmn^^^rw^,  14ei/%.  1795. 

Gentlemen, 
I  HAVE  to  requeft  the  favour 
0i  you  to  inform  your  court,  that  I 
agree  to  the  coniutions  fpedfied  ia 
their  refolution  of  yefterday  (fee 
the  note  of  the  ISth  of  Auguft)  for 
the  advance  of  two  millions  ande 
half  on  the  cre<fit  of  the  confolidat* 
ed  fund;  and  will  take  care  that 
they  ihall  be  punfhiaily  complied 
witii.  I  return  the  paper  contain* 
ing  the  refolution ;  and  am,  Gen^ 
tlemen,  &c. 

(Signed)        Wm.  Pitt. 
Ckvermr  omJ  Deftutf  Gtvtnfr 

(No.  7.) 

CkoHeeUerffmExchefmr.  . 
BmJk  fEnghaui,  %ih  OM.  1795. 

THE  very  Urge  and  continued 
drain  of  bullion  and  (pecie  whicli 
the  fiank  has  lately  experienced,  a- 
riiGng  from  the  effects  of  the  loan 
to  the  Emperor  and  other  fubfidieSi 
together  with  the  profpe6^  of  the 
demand  for  gold  notappearinfi"  like- 
ly foon  to  ceafe,  has  exdted  fucH 
appreheniions  in  the  court  of  Di* 
reaorsy  that,  on  the  moft  fenous  de« 
liberation^  they  deem  it  right  to 
commttoicate 
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communicxte  lo  the  Chanaellcnr  of  not  to  depend  upon  the  immediate . 
the  Exchequer,  the  ablolutc  nccef-  advance  of  the  duties  on  land  and 
fity  they  conceive  to  exift  for  dimi-  malt,  1796;  and  that  he  wifl  b^ 
oiihing  the  fum  of  their  prefent  pleafed  to  provide  ^fie  means  of  re- 
advances  to  government-— the  Jaft  irnhnrfement  to  the  Bank,  conform- 


tavmg  been  granted  with  extreme 
relndahce  on  their  part,  on  his 
preiling  folicitations  and  ilatement^ 
that  ferious  embarra^ments  would 
arife  to  the  public  fervice  if  the 
Bank  refiifed. 

It  muft  occur  to  Mr.  Pitt's  recol- 
lection, that  laft  January  the  Go- 
vernor and  Deputy  Governorjof  the 
Bank  did,  by  inilruftions  from  their 
court,  formally  announce  to  Iiim 
their  appreheniions  of  the  confe- 

Juenceis  that  were  likely  to  enfue 
'om  the  Emperor's  loan  taking 
place ;  the  events  fccm  fully  to  juU 
tify  their  ftars,  and  to  render  every 
meafure  of  caution  abfolutely  ne- 
ceil^ry  for  their  future  fafety. 

In  addition  to  the  above  caufes  it 
may  be  proper  to  itate,  that  lar^e 


ably  to  his  agreement^  of  the  mil« 
lion  on. account  of  the  Treafury 
bills,  and  the  one  million  one  hun- 
dred thoufand,  patt  of  the  advance 
on  the  produ^  of  the  confolidated 
fund,  in  caf^  it  fhall  not  have  been 
previouily  paid ;  and  alfo  to  reim- 
burfe  the  remaining  1,400,0001.  on 
the  feme  produd  in  January  or  Fe- 
bruary, inliead  of  April. 

(No.  8.) 

ItUerviewwiih  die  Chancellor tf  the  £r« 
chequtr^^U  if  Oaober^  1795. 

I'HE' Governor  nientioned  his 
having  heard  that  there  inight  be 
annexed  to  the  enfuing  loan,  one 
of  1,400,0001.  for  the  Emperor  of 
Germany ;  and  Hated,  that  in  fucb 


fums  arc  likely  foon  to  be  called  for    a  cafe  it  would  be  highly  proper  for 


by  the  claimants  of  the  cargoes  and 
freights  of  the  neutral  ihips  taken, 
andahoutto  be  reimbutfed;  many 
of  whom,  as  thev  are  credibly  in- 
formed, are  inlirufted  by  their 
owners  and  proprietors  to  take  back 
their  returns  in  fpecie  or  bullion.  * 

The  prefent  price  of  gold  bcinj 
from  41,  3s.  lo  41. 43.  per  ounce,'and 
our  guineas  being  to  be  purchafed 
mt.  31.  17a.  10^.  clearly  dcmon- 
ftrates  the  grounds  of  our  fears  j  it 
being  only  neceflary  to  ftatc  thofe 
fa^ts  to  tne  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer. 

Ever  ready  as  the  court  of  Di- 
redors  have  been  to  accommodate 
and  give  their  aflidance  in  the  fer- 
Tice  of  the  public,  they  muft  now 
exprefs  their  hones  that  Mr.  Pitt 
will,  on  the  mcetmg  of  parliament, 
fo  arrange  his  plans  of  finance^  as 


the  Bank  to  have  fome  intimation 
of  it,  that  they  might  adopt  fuch  ar« 
rangements  as  the  meafure  would 
render  abfolutely  neceflary.— The 
Chancellor  of  tne  Exchequer  re- 
plied. That  he  had  not  at  prefen|t 
the  moft  diftant  idea  of  it ;  thougn 
he  did  not  pledge'  himfelf  that  on 
no  occafion  luch  a  thing  might  hap- 
pen. The  Governor  thanked  him 
for  his  anfwer,  whdch  he  told  Mr. 
Pitt  he  received  with  pleafulre, 
thinking,  as  he  did,'  that  another 
loan  of  that  fort  would  go  nigh  to 
ruin  tlie  country.  The  Governor 
alfo  acquainted  him  that  the  drain 
of  cafh  continued,  and  was  likely  to 
do  fo  while  the  bills  from  abroad 
continued  to  be  drawn  on  iho 
Treafury.  Mr.  Pitt  faid  diey  mieht 
laft  two'months  longer,  but,'  he  be- 
lieved, not  beyond  that  time. 

(No. 
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•      (No.  9.) 

Iwitrmmmtk  the  ChanceUor  fthe  Ex- 

THE  Governor  informed  Mr,* 
Pitt^  that  the  prefent:|>rice'ef  gold 
was  41.  {2s.  per  ounce,  and  that  the ' 
d;uly  krge  drains  of  fpecie  from  the 
Bank,  fiUed  the  minds  of  the  Di- 
rectors with  ferious  apprehenfions  j 
and  that  in  the  prefent  fituation  of 
their  affairs,  he   muft  not  rely  on  • 
any  aids  from  them,  not  even  the 
yoie  of  credit  and  fupply  bills. 

The  ChancellcHT  of  the  Exche- 
quer 'ap61eip;ized   for  the  warrants 
that  were  ckiigned  to  \^  applied  to 
the  redu£tio.n  of  the  amount  of  the 
Tw^fury  bills  paid  by  the  Bank,' 
hanpg,  from. the  rooft  urgent  ne- 
ceflky,  been  otherwife  applied  to 
tRe  payment  of  the  troops  going  a- 
broad.     With  refpeft  to'  the  mil- 
Ifon  which  he  had  promifed  fhould 
be  paid  in  the  courle  of  this  month, 
in  farther  redii<^ion  of  the  Treafury 
bills,  he  faid  his  intention  was  to 
take  out  that-fum  in  part  of. the  land 
and  malt  for  1796,  and  to  pay  it  on 
this  account,  having  no  other  means 
to  do  it  by.     The  Governor  then 
hinted  to  Mr.  Pitt  hi^  apprehen- 
fions from  a  rumour  that  a  farther 
loan  to  the  Emperor  was  in  agita- 
tion, notwithflanding  the  afliirances 
which  Mr.  Pitt  gave  him  fome  time 
back,  that  he  had  not   then   the 
moil  diftant  idea  of  fuch  a  meafure« 
The  Chancellor  replied,  that  he 
then  had  not  fuch  a  thought,  from 
the  tardy  and  flow  operations  of 
the  Auftriansj    but    the  face    of 
things  having  iince  changed,  and 
the  Auftrian  army  having  been  of 
late  very  a<EUve  and  fuccefsful,  he 
confefTed  it  was  his  opinion  that  a 
«ontimiaQce  of  fuch  exertions  was 
1^  fvreft  wa/  of  diilreffing   the 


French,  and  bringing  th'ein  to  pro* 
per  temis  of  peace ;  and  on  thif 
ground  miniftry  now  had  it  in  con- 
templation to  let  the  Emperor  have 
another  loan,  not  exceeding  two 
millions,  trufling  that  it  might  be 
done  with  fafety,  and  on  the  con* 
iideratibn  that  the  fubfidies  of  about  ' 
900,0001.  per  annum,  which  had 
been  p^id  to  different  (lates  in  Ger- 
many for  troops,  woulS  ceafe;  and 
alfo  the  bills  drawn  for  the  fupport 
of  our  army  on  the  ^ontinent^ 
which  had  lafl  year  amounted  to 
near  three  million^  (lerling :  beiide, 
that  fhould  the  loan  take  place,  he 
had  no  objedion  to  modify  the 
flated  times  for  the  remittance 
thereof,  fo  as, to  caufe.the  leaft  bad 
eife6b  on  the  courfe  of  exchange*' 
And  he  farther  added,  That  fhould 
the  fituation  of  the  Bank  be  fuch  as  • 
to  make  this  meafure  a  very  hazar^* 
dous  one,  he  would,  in  compliance 
with  our  requeft,  overlook  everf 
other  consideration,  and  abandon 
the  loan.  The  Governor  and  De- 
puty Governor  then  told  Mr.  Pitt 
that  they  would  take  the  fenfe  of 
their  court  to-morrow  on  the*  ad* 
vanccs  which  he  wifhed  to  h^ve  on 
the  land  and  malt  of  1796,  and 
wait  upon  him  with  the  determina- 
tion or  the  court  as  foon  as  it  fhould 
break  up. 

(No.  10.) 

InterotiVf  with  the  Chancellor  rfthe  Ex* 
chequer^  20th  ofN<yvemher^  1135. 

THE  court  of  Direftors  having, 
on  a  coniideration  of  the  advanced 
propofed  by  the  Cliancellor  of  the 
Exchtf^uer  on  the  land  and  malf^ 
179^,  refolved  to  let  him  have  the 
fum  of  one  million,  under  the  re- 
flriftion  that  it  ^e  immediately  ap- 
plied to  the  difcharge  of  fo  much 

of 
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«f  the  Btunk^t  adTxnce  on-  the  Trea«- 
liiry  bills;  and  aUb  a  fiuthar  tfl« 
irance  of  500,0001.  for  his  prefent 
socommodationy  **  The-  GovenioF 
and  Deputy  Gofcnior  went,  as 
icon  as  the  eourt  was  cfwtf  to  wait, 
OK  theChanceliorof  theEsfthequtfr, 
to  acquaint  him  therebf^  BqI  at 
thefiune  time  the  Goveimor  men* 
tioned  to  htm,  that  it  was  the  ex- 
pfedation  of  the  court  that  he  (houid 
not  take  up  any  more  on  this  fund 
until  about  February  next^and  then 
firadtelly,  as  the  advance  on  the'- 
former  year  would  be  comine  in. 
The  Governor  alfo  faid,  that  from 
the  prefent  fituation  of  mattets  at 
the  Banlc,  and  from  appearances 
for  the  futore,  it  would  be  abfolute- 
lyontof  the  power  of  the  cafui*t  to 
ntake  the  advance,  which  had  been 
done  before;  of  2,500^0001.  on  the 
TOte  of  credit  which  mi|htbe  pajfl 
cd  this  feffion;  and  he^ltit  rijrht 
to  annouhce  this  in  time  to  Mr.  Pitt 
beferethe  loan,  that  he  might  make' 
his  arrangements  accordingly ; 
whidiMr.  Pitt  thanked  him  for  hav- 
ing mentioned^  faid  he  fuppofed 
he  might  venture  to  ifllie  alk>ut 
li500,000l.  of  fuch  Exchequer  bills 
t&  the  public;  and  that  he  mUft 
provide  for  the  other  million  by  an 
adiHtion  to  the  loan.  Hie  Gover- 
nor then  repeated  to  Mr.  Pitt-  the- 
abfolute  determination  of  the  court 
to  have  the  advance  on  the  Trea* 
furv  bilk  quite  cleared  off,  by  an' 
early  payment  out  oi^  the  moni^ 
received  in  part  of  the  loan, 

(No.  11.) 

hterww  with  tJts  Cioficenir  tftie  £v- 
'  defitr^  \2ik  rfDtcmbwy  1795. 

IN  confequcrice  of  k  meflage 
from  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
^uer|  tb4  •  Governor  vA  Deputj^ 


Governor  wait^  ii^  him  tfals 
day;  when  he  returned  to  them  tiM?. 
paper  which  cpntalned  the  ooipytif 
the  court's  refolution  madeonths 
Sd  IB  Ahtl 

The  Gbv«fMr  fM't#«d  the'fiiB^ 
jdft  df  the^  payment  dPthe  Ti«afu« 
ry  biSH'tO  Mr:  Pitt,  Whicfh  attitotfht 
now  fo  2»€?0i0e01:  buV  Mr.  Pitt' 
iaid,  the"  money  hitliertto  rtMved 
on  Account*  of  ,the-  preftnt  loan^ 
ihould  be  ap|£ed  lb thiK  payment, 
thiteof,  and  aArAtrfimi  out  oT 
the  paynents  in  fUI,  utiti!  that!  ad^ 
viaiceWafreduoedFto'!loOiO(tot 

(No.  ti.y 

TRt'Govembr  «ttd  Bepu^  Go* 

vehiok>  this^dkV  wsdticd  on  theChatf- 
cellbr  of'the  fixchb^er,  by  hh  dc« 
iii«,  wtieh  he  mentioned' to  diem 
his  reci^ibft  thkt  i!ie  Bink  Would  ac- 
commoditdhiinwith  fttt'advalice  of 
500,0001  whidi  he  wanted  for  tiie 
purpofe  of  paying  oflP  fums  due  to 
the  amiy  agents,  and  ibr  whicli  h^ 
would-  pledge  Exchequer  biUr  on 
the  land  and  malt  of  the' prefent 
year;  and  if  the  paymerits  made 
upon  the  loan  for  this  year  ihould 
amount  in  all  before  th^  end  of  this 
month  to  above  5^800^0001.  the 
ekcefs  beyond  that  fum,  as  fair  a¥' 
500,0001.  (houid  be  employcd'inie- 

Eying  the  Bank's  advance  oii  the' 
[Chequer  bills  on  the  credit  of  the^ 
gtowiM  produce  of  the  confolidat- 
ed  fund  tor  the  fervice  of  the  laft 
year.  The  Governor  told  Mr- 
Pitt  that  he  did  not  think  thecouit' 
would  objeft  to  fuch  an  advance, 
ahd  defirei  him  to  write  an  official 
letter  in  time  to  be  laid  l)efere  the 
next  court  for  that  purpofe. 
Idr^^ittftidjt^had  ati  iDuoecS^' 
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ate  ncceffity  for  200,0001  which 
the  Governof  fiud  he  might  take 
vf  direAlj;  noi  donbtine  that  it 
would  be  appsov«d  of  bf  m  court 
ofDire&on*^ 

(No.  13.1 

THE  Governor  having,  informed 
the  court  that  a  notice  was  brought 
this  morning  from  the  TreafurXt 
thatcertain  lulls  drawn  on  the  Com-  ; 
miffioners  of  the  Treafury^  amount- 
ing to  the  fum  of  201,0001.  would 
falTdueoB  Wednefday  the  Sd  of 
February,  and  were  directed  for 
paymcntatthe  Bank;  and  diat  the 
lum  now  ia  advance  on  Treafury 
bills  18  1,157,0001. 

Refolved  unanimouflv.  That  the 
Governor  do  give  direaions  to  the 
cafiiiers  not  to  advance  anv  money 
for  the  payment  of  thefe  Dills,  nor 
todifcharge  any  part  of  the  iame, 
unlefs  money  mail  be  fent  down 
for  the  purpofe;  in  which  cafe  fuch 
money  is  to  be  ax^ropriated  exclu- 
fiveiy  for  the  difcharge  of  thefe 
bills. 

Refolved,  That  the  GovemoTy 
Deputy  Governor,  and.  a  deputa^ 
tioo  from.  tins,  court,,  do  wait  on. 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
with  a  copy  of  the  above  refolution; 
and  do  orther  refpe^lfully  lay  be* 
fore  him  the  determination  of  the 
court  not  to  continue  any  longer 
the  mode  of  advancinflt  t^e  pay- 
ment of  Treafunr  bills,  than  to 
fuch  time  asihali  be  fixed  on  be- 
tween Mr.  Pitt  andthe  Dejsutation 
Wote  mentioned;  which  time  the 
<^ourt  h€{)es  wiUnotJie  fixed  for  a 
difiaotday. 


(No.  14.) 

Immntm  wiiktie  Chncetttr  tftht  £r» 

THE  Governor  and  DeputyGo* 
vemor,  with  Mr.  Peters  and.Mn. 
Boianquet,  waited  on  Mr«  Pitt  thi»- 
day  with  the  reiblution  of  the  covrt^ 
as  i^ated  in  the  foregoing  minstcw 
He  dwelt  much  on  the  ii^oonve- 
nience  which  it  would  put  him  t» 
to  conmly  with  it ;  but  afief  fome 
converution,  laid  he  would  arrange 
his  afiSurs,  fb  as  to  provide  the  OM* 
ney  in  time  for  the  payment  of  the 
Tieafury  faiUt  due  on  the  3d  of 
February,  by  applying  to  thatpuiw 
pofe  money  which  he  had  deftned. 
for  other  ferviees* 

As  to  fixing  apeiiod  when  iImi 
payment  of  the  Tieafiiiy  bills  ftell . 
no^long^beiefawed  to  the  Bank^ 
Mr*  Pia  dechred  himfirif  uoebfe  l»  > 
fettle  that  at  fuch  «  ihovt  noticef, 
but  that  he  would  look  into  the  fi- 
tuation  of  h»  payments^  and  endca* 
vour  to  form  fuch  a  pbines  iooo  at 
poffible;  and  hoped  to  be  id>]e  to 
conchideit  by  Friday  the 5th  of  Fe- 
bruary, when  he  would*  expeft  tO' 
fee  the  Deputation  again* 

(No«  1&) 
Iittef^Hgm  tiM  tk  CkoMedlor  ^tk  txfk 

TRIE  Governor,  Deputy  Go* 
vemor,-  Mr.  Peters,  and  Mr.  Bo^ 
fanquet,.  this  day  waited  upon  Mr. 
Pitt  ag^un,  aoeording  to  appoint* 
ment,  to  hear  his  determinalsoa 
about  the  latter  part  of  the  court's 
refoltttion,  on  the  2Sth  ult  as  to 
fixing  a  time  when  the  prefent 
mode  of  paying  the  treafury  bills 
in  advance  ihould  be  brought  to  a 
periods  Mr.  Pitt^  a£ter  mvch  con«^ 
verfatioiiL. 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


izK 


A'P-P^E-N  b  t  X      TO 


▼erfation  ©n  the  fiibjc^  faid,  That 
iQcafures  were  now  taking  for  a« 
payment  of  500,0001.  more  on  this  . 
aceoiint,  to  the  Bank,  which  would 
reduce  their  advance  on  this  fcore 
to  -under  200,0001.;  but  that  as 
matferBwere  fifuafed,  he  could  not 
fprcfee  a  poffibility  of  paying  the 
remainder,  and  quite  finiihing  the 
account,  till  May  or  June  next; 
for  that  as  fome  part  of  our  cavalry 
had  not  been  brought  home  from 
Germany,  there  muft  ftill  be  fome 
monies  drawn  for  their  charges; 
but  he  did  not  think  it  could  amoii  n  t 
to  above  300,0001.  more  in  the 
whole.  .Mr.  Pitt,  however,  laid,  he 
would  digeft  his  ideas  on  this  fub- 
jcft  more  particularly,  and  fend  a 
letter  with  a'propofal  to  the  Bank- 
court  againft  next  Thurfday. 

Mr.  Pitt  dwelt  much  on  the  ne- 
ceiBty  of  fome  farther  fupporf  to 
be  given  io  the  Emperor,  to  enable 
him  to  continue  his  efForts  againft 
the  French,  as  the  moii  probable 
means  of  bringing  the  war  to  an 
end ;  but  knowing  the  fentiments 
of  the  Directors  o?  the  Bank  to  be 
againft  any  fuch  alBftance  in  mo- 
ney, he  promifed  that  he  would  not 
commit  himfelf  to  any  engagement 
for  a  farther  loan  to  the  Emperor, 
without  a  previous  comnjunication 
on  the  fubjci^  with  ^e  gentlemen 
«f  the  Bank. 

Mr,  Pkt  read  fome  extrafts  of 
letters  froim  the  Britifh  refident  and 
others  at  Hamburgh,  which  men- 
tioned that  large  quantities  of  Eng- 
li(b  miineas  wcr«  imported  thither 
by  the  packets  from  Yarmouth  ; 
and  one  mentioned  that  the  guineas 
were  melted  down  oi^  arrival  there. 
Mr.  Pitt  faid,  that  attention  fliould 
be  paid  to  this  circiimftance  at  the 
ports    from    whi«b   the   packets 


(No.  Ifi.) 

Iniervito)  witt  the  ChmeelUr  tf-Ae  Ex* 
chequer^  I2lk  qf  Fdnuay^  1795.   . 

THE  Governor  told  Mr.  Pitt, 
That  the  court  had  received  his  let-* 
ter  of  the  1 1th  iiifkint,  and  would 
comply  with  his  defire  of  conf inn* 
inr  to  pay  theTreafury  billaas  ufttal 
till  May,  when  he  hoped  it  would 
be  totally  done  away ;  and  that  he 
might  look  to  a  temporary  acconi<^ 
m<3ation  of  500,0001.  in  the  inter- 
val; but  abfolutely  required,  that 
it  fhould  never  exceed  that  fum. 
^  '  Mr.  Pitt  faid,  That  as  far  as  !a/ 
in  his  power,  it  fhould  not  exceed 
it ;  but  that  demands  did  arifc  oc- 
cafionally  which  he  could  not  fore- 
fee,  but  which  the  public  fer%-icc 
required  to  be  provided  for;  and 
if  the  money  from  the  loan  did  not 
flow  in  faft  enough,  he  might  be 
obliged  to  have  recourfe  for  tem- 
porary ajQiftance  to  the  Bank ;  and 
that  it  lay  with  the  court  of  Direc- 
tors to  judge  whether  they  chofe 
to  acconun(>date  the  public  or  not, 

(No.  17.) 
Interview  with  the  Chancelltir  <f  the  Ex^ 
chequer^  Uih  cfjfjril^  1796. 

THE  Governor  and  Deputy  Go- 
vernor this  day  waited  on  tne  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  at  his  de- 
fire  ;  when  he  informed  them,  that 
he  meant  to  propofe  in  parliament 
a  farther  loan  of  about  nx  millions 
and  a  half,  in  order  to  fund  the  four 
millions  of  Exchequer  bills,,  wliich 
the  Bank  holds  on  the  fupply.and 
vote  of  credit  of  1795  j  two  milli- 
cns  of  Elxchequer  bills  which  have 
iilued  to  the  public,  and  about  half 
a  million,  the  amount  of  nav}'  bills 
held  by  the  Bank,  due  in  the-months 
when  be  means  to  fund  them,  but 

which 
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which  the  Gdvernor  had  informed 
Mr.  Pitt  that  the  Bank  chofe  to 
have  the  payment  of.  Mr.  Pitt 
faid,  he  hoped  to  be  able  to  bring 
this  matter  before  the  Houfe  on 
Monday  next,  the  18th  inftant; 
and  would  dfefire  the  Governor  and 
Deputy  Governor  to  come,  fome 
liay  this  week^  to  a  previous  meet- 
ing with  the  parties  who  were  to  be 
concerned  in  this  bufincfs. 

(No.  18.) 

7i5f  Gw^mor^s  Revert  and  kcfolutton  if 
the  Court  rf  Dire^ors^  19///  of  May^ 
1796. 

THE  Governor  having  inform- 
ed the  court.  That  the  prefent  ad- 
vance on  Treafury  biDs  of  exchange 
is  835,0001.  beyond  which  there  is 
a  notice  now  lying  in  the  Honfe  of 
a  farther  fum  of  about  200,0001. 
which  will  fhortly  become  due ;  and 
that  a  notice  was  brought  on  Monday 
lail  from  the  Treafury.  containing  a 
Uft  of  bills  drawn  on  the  com- 
miffionersto  the  fum  of « 900,0001. 
more,  of  which  the  principal 
part  would  fell  due  on  the  •29th  m- 
Hant,  which  were  dire^ed  for  pay- 
ment at  the  Bank,— the  court  reviv- 
ed, That  a  reprefentation  in  writing 
fhould  be  made  to  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  on  the  fubje^. 

(No.  19.) 
Interview)  *tmth  the  Chancellor  tfthe  Ex- 
chequer^  2^th  ofMay^  1796. 

IN  confequence  of  an  appoint- 
ment from  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  the  Governor  and  De- 
puty Governor  waited  upon  him 
this  day,  with  a  view  to  lay  before 
him  the  refolution  entered  into  by 
the  court  on  the  19th  inftant;  buf 
they  found  him  fo  imprefled  with 
the  neceffity  of  providing  the  funds 
to  pay  ofJ  the  Treafury  bills  f<^r 

Vol.  XXXIX. 


900,0001.  and  that  he  had  formed 
his  plan  for  the  liquFdation  thereof^ 
that  they  thought  it  prudent  to 
withhold  the  rclolution  from  him. 

Mr.  Pitt  explained  his  meafur* 
in  the  following  letter  to  the  Go* 
vernor  and  Deputy  Governor, 
which  he  wrote  while  they  wer« 
with  him,  viz. 

.     b&wmng'Jtreet^  25th  May^  1796. 

Gentlemen, 
I  BEG  leave  to  acquaint  you, 
for  the  information  of  your  court^' 
that  a  warrant  is  dire<ft^d  for  th^ 
ifllie  of  900,0001.  for  the  payment 
of  the  bilU  to  become  di^e  to  that 
amount  in  the  courfe  of  the  pre- 
fent week.  I  muft  at  the  lam^ 
time  defire  you  to  requeft  of  tha 
court,  in  confequence  of  the^  pref«> 
fure  ariiing  from  this  unexpe6led 
payment,  that  they  will  accommo* 
date  government  by  advancing  a 
,  fum  of  200,0001.  to  the  account  of 
the  Paymafler  General,  to  be  repaid 
out  of  the  calh  to  be  received  on 
the  next  payment  of  the  loan  of 
7,500,0001. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
(Signed)  Wm.  PitT. 

Governor  and  Defiuty  Governor 
if  the  Bank. 

The  Governor  afterwards  men- 
tioned in  converfation  the  defire  of 
the  court  to  have  the  new  arrange- 
ments made  which  fliould  eafe  the 
Bank  from  the  payment  of  the 
Treafury  bills.  The  promife  to 
which  point  Mr.  Pitt  acknowledged 
to  have  ma'de  j  but  being  exceflively 
hurried  with  a  variety  of  buCnefsy 
and  about  to  fet  off  to  attend  the 
eleftion  at  Cambridge,  he  defircd 
leave  to  defer  this  object  until, 
fome  time  next  week,  after  his 
return,  when  hcNvould  rcfume  it. 
I  (No.  2'J.) 
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(No.  20.) 

Interview  with  the  Chancellor  oftlteEx* 
chequer^  \^thtf'June^\196. 

THE  Governor  and  Deputy 
Governor  this  day  waited  on  Mr. 
Pitt  with  a  ftatement  of  the  Trea- 
fury  bills  paid  by  the  Bank,  which 
advance  now  to  the  fum  of 

JL.  1,002,555  6  4 
and  of  bills  already  ^ 

advifcd,  but  not  1230,093  16  1 

yet  due      -        J 

/..  1,232,649  2  5 
and  rcqucflcd  fhat  fpcedy  meafurcs 
might  be  taken  to  pav  off  the  fame. 
i^Mr.  Pilt  told  them,  That  he  had 
madf  arrangements  to  pay  off  the 
200,0001.  which  he  had  borrowed 
(as  by  his  letter  of  the  25th  of  May, 
copied  in  the  private  minute  book 
of  the  court)  and  alfo  for  the  pay- 
ment of  800,0001.  out  of  the  mo- 
nies received  on  the  laft  loan,  for 
which  he  would  take  up  Exchequer 
bills  to  that  amount  on  the  vote  of 
credit  of  1795 ;  and^  in  oonfcquence 
of  thefe  payments,  he  hoped  the 
Bank  would  have  patience  to  wait 
for  the  difcharge  of  the  advance  on 
the  Treafury  bills  above  mentioned 
until  the  quarter  ending  the  5th  of 
July,  of  the  confolidated  fund; 
when  the  furplus  thereof  fhould  be 
applied  to  that  purpofe— Which  the 
Governor  faid  be  ihould  refer  to 
the  court  for  their  opinion. 

(No.  21.) 
Cc/ty  if  a  Letter  from  the  Chaneelhr  of  th 
Exchequer ^  and  Refolution  of  the  Court 
fDireaors^  21  ^July^  1796. 

Dvtsmng-Jlreety 
Wedwfday^  20th  ^July^  1796. 

Gentlemen^ 
AS  the  prefTure  of  demands  for 
the  public  fcrvice,  at  the  prcfcnt 


moment,  prevents  the  payment  ia 
cafh  of  tne  fum  advanced  by  the 
Bank  on  Treafury  bills,  I  ihoukl 
coniider  it  as  a  grfctt  accommoda- 
tion if  the  court  would  accept  of 
Exchequer  bills  on  the  vote  of  cre- 
dit, Xo  the  amount  of  the  fum  now 
due  beyond  five  hundred  thoufand 
pounds.  I  would  alfo  beg  the  fa- 
vour of  you  to  propofe  to  the  court, 
in  order  ta  guard  againfl  any  far* 
ther  excefs  on  that  pdnt,  that  any 
farther  fums  to  be  advanced  for 
Treafury  bilb  fhould  be  paid  in  Ex- 
chequer bilk,  on  the  credit  of  the 
conlolidated  fund,  at  the  end  of 
each  month.  I  am  alfo  under  the 
indifpenfable  neceffity  of  expreflP 
ing  my  earnell  hope,  that  the  court 
will  be  induced  to  make  a  prefent 
advance  of  eight  hundred  thouiand 
pounds,  on  the  credit  of  the  con- 
folidated fund,  which  will  enable 
me  to  make  proviiion  for  the  pre- 
.  fent  demands,  and  to  pay  immedi- 
ately the  four  hundi^  thouiand 
pounds  lately  advanced  by  the 
Bank,  and  the  Navy  bills  now  due. 
I  fhall  alfo  be  obliged  to  requeil  a 
farther  advance  of  the  like  liim  of 
eight  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  on 
the  fame  fecurity,  tou'ards  the  end 
of  the  month  of  Auguft.  It  gives 
me  much  concern  to  be  obliged  to 
apply  for  an  accommodation  to  fo 
large  an  extent ;  but  I  cannot  too 
flrongly  reprefent  how  neceflary  it 
is  for  the  public  fervicc :  and  1  Iruft 
the  very  large  repayments  which 
are  fecured  to  the  Bank  in  the  courfc 
of  the  prefent  year,  will  admit  of 
their  making  thefe  temporary  ad- 
vances at  a  period  when  they  are 
peculiarly  important. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
(Signed)        Wm.  Pitt. 
Gvoenmr  and  DeAstty  Governor 
oftlteBank. 
P.  S.    In  cafe  the  Bank  IhouM 
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find  it  neceflSry  (which  1  hope  will 
not  be  the  cafe)  to  difpofe  of  any 
of  the  Exchequer  bills  on  the  vote 
of  credit,  before  provifion  is  made 
for  their  difcharge,  and  any  lofs' 
Ihould  arife  from  their  being  at  a 
difcount  in  the  market,  1  fhould  of 
courfe  propofe  that  fuch  a  lofs 
Ihould  be  made  good  by  the  pub- 
lie. 

After  a  debate  on  the  fubje6l  of 
this  letter,  the  court  came  to  the 
ibUowing  refolution  thereon  :— 

Refolved,  That  this  court  do 
confent  to  receive  payment  for  the 
amount  of  advances  on  the  Trea- 
fiirv  bills  which  have  been  a^id 
fliall  be  paid  before  the  firil  of  Au- 
guft,  beyond  the  fum  of  500,0001. 
and  which  will  be  867,7001.  in  Ex- 
chequer bills,  iflued  on  the  vote  of 
credit  of  the  prefent  year,  under 
the  ftipulation.  of  indemnity  from 
lo6  on  the  fale  propofed  by  Mr. 
Pitt,  and  to  wave  their  claim  ot  re- 
payment of  the  500,0001.  till  the 
meeting  of  parliament ;  when  the 
court  will  expeft  that  this  mode  of 
paying  Treafury  bills  (hall  be  totally 
done  away. 

Refolved,  That  the  court  do  not 
confent  to  advance  any  more  mo*- 
ney  for  the  payment  of  fuch  bills 
which  fall  due  after  the  firft  of  Au- 
guft. 

Refolved,  That  the  court  do 
confent  to  the  other  part  of  the 
letter,  —  To  advance  the  fum  of 
800,0001.  on  the  credit  of  Exchequer 
Dills  on  the  confolidated  fund,  on 
condition  of  being  paid  off  the 
400,0001.  lately  advanced  to  govern- 
mcnf,  and  the  Navy  bills  due  and 
toming  due  jxbut  they  do  not  con- 
fent to  advance  the  fecond  fum  of 
800,0001.  in  (he  month  of  Auguft. 

The  Governor,  Deputv  Cover- 
«or,  with  Mr.  Darell  and  Mr.  Sa- 


muel Thornton,  \«2rc  dcfircd  by 
the  court  to  carry  up  thcfe  refolu- 
tions  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer; which  they  did  as  foon 
as  the  court  broke  up :  and  being 
admitted,  they  gave  a  copy  of  the 
rcfolutions  to  Mr.  Pitt,  who,  having 
read  them  attentively  over,  faid, 
"  He  was  obliged  to  the  court  for 
"  what  they  did  grant,  which  he 
"  fhould  accept  of;  but  added,  that 
"  it  would  be  of  no  material  ufe, 
"  in  the  prefent  circumftances  of 
"  the  nation,  unlefs  the  other  re- 
"  quifitions  which  he  had  made 
"  were  complied  with..  That  ho 
"  muft  refer  the  affair  again  in  a 
**  .more  pointed  manner  to  the  re- 
"  confideration  of  the  court,  which' 
"  he  would  do  in  a  letter  to  be  fent 
"  to  the  Bank  liext  Tuefday  morn- 
"  ing,  for  the  previous  deliberation 
"  of  the  Committee ;  and  that  he 
"  would  be  glad  to  fee  the  Gover- 
**  nor- and  Deputy  Governor  again 
"  before  the  next  court  ihould 
"  meet." 

(No.  22.) 

CoJ^  <fa  Letter  from  the  Cianceltor  cfflii 
Exc/iequcry  and  Refolutum  tfthe  Court 
cfDiream^  2%thofiJufyy  1796. 

Dorjming-ftreety  Wedn^dw^^JuJy  21  tL 

Gentlemen, 
AFTER  attentively  confidering 
the  refolutions  of  your  court,  whicn 
I  received  from  you  on  Thurfday 
laft,  I  feel  it  an  indifpenfable  duty, 
however  unwilling  I  iim  to  urge 
any  requeft  which  appears  to  them 
liable  to  any  ditliculty  orobje<Etion, 
to  r^prcfent'  to  vqu,  in  the  moft 
earned  manner,  that  it  will  be  im* 
pofiTible  to  avoi<l  the  moft  ferious 
find  diftrelling  embarrafTments  to 
the  public  fcrvice,  unlefs  in  addi* 
lion  to  the  accommodation  whicK 
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bas  been  already  agreed  to  for  the 
prefent  month,  the  court  can  con- 
'  lent  to  advance  the  fecond  fum  of 
800,0001.  in  the  month  of  Auguft, 
and  can  alfo  make  provifion  for  the 
payment  of  fuch  farther  Treafury 
bills  as  may  fall  due  in  the  next 
month,  or  as  may  be  drawn  pay- 
able in  September  and   OAober. 
With  refpea  to  thofe  for  the  two 
latter  months,  as  none  fuch  have 
yet  been  accepted,  I  ihould  hope 
an  arrangement  may  be  made  for 
accepting  them,  payable  at  a  period 
fubfequent  to  October ;  by  which 
means  the  inconvenience  of  the 
advance  may  poi&blv  be  in  a  great 
degree  obviated.     1  muft  requeft 
you  to  take  the  firft  opportunity 
of  laying  this  application   before 
your  court,  and  to  (late  to  them, 
that  objects  of  the  utmoft  import* 
ance  to  the  public  are  involved  in 
their  determination  upon  it. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  . 
Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  humble  fervant, 
(Signed)        Wm.  Pitt. 
G&vimor  attei  Deputy  Governor 
cf  the  Bank, 

Refolved,  That  this    court  do 
ngree  io  advance,  for  the  fervice 

of  the  public,  the  fum  of  800,0001. 
towards  the  end  of  the -month  of 
Auguft,  on  the  fecurity  of  Exche- 
quer bills  to  be  ifTued  under  the 
zci  of  parliament  on  the  furplus  of 
the  confolidated  fund;  and  that 
Inch  Treafury  bills  as  have  been  ac- 
cepted and  fliall  fall  due  during  the 
month  of  Aiiguft,  be  likewife  dif- 
charged  on  a  depofit  of  like  Ex- 
rheqiicr  bills,  to  be  iflued  on  the 
conlbiidatcd  fund  to  an  equal 
amount  •  which  bills  have  been 
dated  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer to  be  nearly  about  ilie  funi 
of  300,0001. 
2 


That  this  court  do  not  engage  (• 
advance  for  any  fum  of  Trcsuiiry 
hills  which  may  be  drawn,  and  ihall 
fall  due  after  the  month  of  Augufl. 

That  this  court  do  expe£b  that 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
will  give  a  promife  that  a  new  mode 
of  paying  the  Treafury  bills  ihall  be 
adopted  immediately  on  the  meet* 
ing  of  parliament,  as  this  court  will 
not  continue  the  mode  of  difcharg- 
ing  them  any  longer. 

Refolved,^  That  the  court,  har- 
ing  granted  this  accommodation 
with  great  relu£bnce»  and  coa« 
trary  to  their  withes,  the  Governor 
be  defired  to  preient  to  Mr.  Pitt  a 
copy  of  the  rollowing  memorial; 
and  requeft  of  him,  that,  for  the 
juflification  of  the  court  of  Direc- 
tors, the  fame  may  be  laid  before 
his  Majefly's  cabinet  :— 

**  The  court  of  Direftors  of  the 
Bank  of  Enghmd,  fully  fenfible  of 
the  alarming  and  dangerous  iitiia- 
tion  of  the  public  credit  of  this 
kingdom,  and  deeply  imprefled  with 
iAi^  communication  lately  made  to 
them  by  the  Right  Honourable 
William  Pitt,  both  by  letter  and  in 
a  conference  with  the  Governor 
and  Deputy  Governor,  are  ^ry 
willing  and  defirous  to  do  every- 
thing HI  their  power  to  fupport  the 
national  credit,  and  to  enable  hie 
Majefty's  miniflers  to  carry  on  the 
public  fervice;  but  in  complying 
with  the  requeft  made  to  them  bj 
the  Right  Honourable  William 
Pitt,  in  his  letter  of  the  27th  in- 
ilant,  they  think  that  they  iliould 
be  wanting  in  their  duty  to  their 
proprietors  and  to  the  public,  if 
that  compliance  was  not  accom- 
panied with  the  following  moft 
ferious  and  folemn  remonltrance ; 
which,  for  the  juflification  of  thelr 
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«ovrt,  they  defire  may  be  laid  be- 
fore his  Majefty's  cabinet. 

«  They  beg  leave  to  declare, 
that  notlung  could  induce  them, 
under  the  prefent  circumftances, 
to. comply  with  the  demand  now 
made  upon  them,  but  the  dread  • 
that  their  refufal  might  be  produc- 
tive of  a  greater  evil -.and  nothing 
but  the  extreme  preflurc  and  exi- 
gency of  the  cafe  can  in  any  fliape 
juftify  them  for  acceding  to  this 
meafure ;  and  they  apprehend,  that 
in  fo  doing,  they  render  themfelves 
totally  incapable  of  granting  any 
farther  afliuance  to  Government 
during  the  remainder  of  this  year, 
and  unable  even  to  make  the  ufual 
advances  on  the  land  and  malt  for 
the  enfuing  vear,  Ihould  thofe  bills 
be  paflTed  before^  Chriftriias. 

"  They  llkewife  confent  to  this 
meafure,  it%  a  firm  reliance  that  the 
repeated  prbmifes  fo  frequently 
made  to  them,  that  the  advances 
on  theXreafury  bills  flxouldbe  com- 
pletely done  away,  may  be  actually 
fulfilled' at  the  next  meeting  of 
parliament,  and  the  neceflary  ar- 
rangements taken  to  prevent  the 
fame  frotp  ever  happening  again, 
as  they  conceive  it  to  be  an  uncon- 
flitutional  mode  of  raifing  money^ 
what  they  are  not  warranted  by 
their  charter  to  confent  to,  and  an 
advance"  always  extremely  incon- 
venient to  themfelves." 

(No*  23.) 

Interview^  "solth  the  Chancellor  of  the  £v- 
che^ter,  9tho/JuguJty  1796. 

SOME  lifts  of  Trcafury  bills  ac- 
cepted, payable  at  the  Bank,  of 
which  about  37,0001.  fell  due  iii 
September  and  O^^ober,  being 
brought  down  to  the  Bank,  the 
Governor  and  Deputy  Governor 


this  day  waited  on  Mr.  Pitt,  to 
mention  this  matter  to  him ;  and 
to  remind  him  that  the  court  had 
refolved  not  to  jjay  any  bills  on 
the  Treafury  due  in  thole  months, 
unlefs  provifion  was  made  for  ihQ 
fame  by  the  Treafury.  Mr.  Pitt 
thanked  them  for  the  attention, 
and  told  them,  that  it  was  meant 
to  prepare  money  at  the  Bank  for 
the  dTifcharge  of  thofe  bills. 

(No.  24.) 
At  a  Court  of  D tremors  at  tJie  Banhy  on 
ThurfJaythe  UofNwembery  1796. 

ThefoUcnvlng  Letter  from  tlic  Cltancelhr 
^  the  Exchequer y  addrejjed  to  ilte  Go-- 
vermr  atitlDe/iuty  Governor  ^ the  Bank 
ef  England^  naming  been  read^  w'jb. 

^^Dtmmi^-fireety  Nw.  3^,  1796. 

"  Gentlemen, 
« I  HAVE  to  requ(;ft  you  to  re- 
prefent  to  your  court,  that  it  will 
contribute  eflentially  to  the  public 
fervice,  if  they  think  proper,  to 
advance  the  amount  (as  it  may  be 
Wanted)  of  Exchequer  bills  ufuaily 
raifed  on  the  land  and  malt ;  and" 
that  I  fhall,  in  that  cafe,  be  enabled 
to  make  provifion  for  the  payment 
of  the  balance  now  due  on  Treafury 
bills,  at  fuch  time  and  in  fuch  pro- 
portions as  may  be  agreed  upon  by 
them. 

"I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
***  Gentlemen, 
•*  Yoilr  obedient  humble  fervant, 
(Signed)"      "Wm.  Pitt.*' 

Refolved,  That  the  Lords  of  the 
Treafury  be  accommodated  wilh  the 
fbm  of  2,7  50,0061.  ori  the  land  and 
malt  taxes  1797,  on  the  following 
conditions:'*- That  the  fum  of 
1,513,34.51  19s.  7d.  alread/^  ad- 
vanced by  the  Bank  on  X^V^fury 
bills  of  exchange,  be  paid  there- 
out ;  and  that  aU  the  Tr?^"0'  ^^^^ 
1 3 "      dircdei' 
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dxrc&ed  to  be  paid  at  the  Bank, 
which  ftiall  fall  due  in  the  months 
of  November  and  December,  (hall 
be  difcharged  and  fatisfied  by  mo- 
ney to  be  fent  down  for  the  pur- 
5ofc;  and  that  from  the  firft  day  of 
anuary,  1797,  proviiion  Ihall  be 
made,  on  notice  tnat  bills  have  been 
^ccptcd  to  the  amount  of  100,0001. 
that  money  or  Exchequer  bilk  to 
that  amount  fhall  be  iflucd  to  the 
Bank  three  days  before  the  whole 
fum  becomes  due.  The  Governor 
was  defired  to  inform  the  Chancel- 
lor of  the  Exchequer  with  the 
above  refolulion,  and  at  the  fame 
time  mention  to  him,  that  the  court 
intended  to  adhere  ftrielly  to  thefe 
terms,  and  hoped  he  would  give 
directions  that  no  alteration  Ihould 
take  place  refpeCHng  them., 

(No.  25.) 

JhUervieo)  tvith  the  Chancellor  rf  the  Ex' 
chequer^  \ft  6/  Fehmary^  1797. 

THE  Governor  and  Deputy  Go- 
vernor yeAiirday  waited  upon  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  to 
rcprcfent  to  him  how  uncafy  the 
court  were  at  their  large  advances 
for  government,  and  efpecially  on 
the  Treafury  bills  paid,  which  now 
^mounted  to  l,55+,(>35l.  and  would 
in  a  few  days  be  augmented  td 
1,8 1 9,8 1 8i ',  and  required  that  fome 
eifcdive  mcafure  (hould  be  imme- 
diately taken  for  the  payment  of 
the  whole  of  this  fum,  as  had  been 
fo  ferioufly  promifed  them  fhould 
J>e  done,  at  the  opening  of  this 
jrear, 

Mr.  Pitt  acknowledged  his  inten- 
tions and  wifh  to  have  done  it; 
.  but  faid,  that  he  lud  been  prevent- 
ed by  the  very  preffing  calls  for 
various  other  lervices.  He  faid, 
fjpwever,  he  would  confi^er  over 


his  payments  and  refourees,  and 
would   endeavour    to    form   fome 
plan  for   the  repayment   of   the 
Treafury  bills  againil  the  next  day, 
when  the  Governor  and  Deputy 
Governor  were  to  wait  upon  him 
again  about  bufinefs  of  the  national 
flock.     Accordingly,  this  day  Mr. 
Pitt  refumed  the  fubjeift,  and  faid, 
that  he  was  endeavouring  to  fell 
Exchequer  bills ;  out  of  which  he 
lioped  to  be  able   to  pay  about 
300,0001.  at  prefent ;  which  the  Go- 
vernor wifhed  him  to  do,  that  the 
Bank  might  be  provided  for  the 
bills  now  falling  due.      Mr.  Pitt 
faid,  as  to  future  payment,  he  be- 
lieved   he  could  propofe  to  pay 
every  week  about  150,0001.  or  in 
that  proportion,  until  the  whole 
fum,  now  due,  was  paid  off.    Mr. 
Pitt,  however,  hinted  in  converfa- 
tion,  that  another  large  fum  of  bills 
had  appeared  from  St.  Domingo^ 
The  Governor  begged  he  .would 
give  an  idea  to  what  amount  thev 
were.     He  faid,  about  700,0001; 
on     which    the     Governor     cx- 
preflcd  great  apprehenfion   about 
fuch  an  addition  to  the  prefent  ad- 
vance ;  and  begged  of  Mr.  Pitt  to 
Cut  off  the  acceptance  of  thefe  freih 
ills,  or  at  lead  to  protra<Sl  the  ac- 
ceptance of  them,  to  a  tern\  of  two 
months  beyond  their  tenor ;  which, 
he  faid,  he  would  consider  about^ 
and  take  his  refolution. 

The  Governor  then  defired  Mr. 
Pitt  to  write  a  letter  officially  to 
him,  and  be  would  lay  it  before  the 
court,  and  take  their  refolutions 
upon  it.  Mr.  Pitt  then  hinted  that 
he  fhould  want  fomo  money  to 
fend  to  Ireland ;  that  he  had  been 
applied  to  for  a  large  fum,  but  that 
200,0001.  in  fpecie  would  be  necef- 
fary.  The  Governor  and  Deputy 
Governor  told  him, ,  that  any  hx- 
thcr  drain  of  caih  from  the  Bank 
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wtmld,  in  thefc  times,  be  very  dan* 
gerous,  as  they  acknowledged  that 
Sic  cafli  had  been  very  materially 
lefTened  of  late,  and  they  therefore 
begged  of  him  to  try  if  100,OOQL 
would  not  be  fufficient. 

(No.  26.) 

Inttrvieco  with  th  Chancelbr  cfthe  Ex" 
chequer^  SdvfFtbruaiy^  1797- 

THE  Governor  and  Deputy  Go- 
vernor this  day  waited  on  Mr.  Pitt^ 
to  mention  to  him  that  his  letter, 
which  contained  the  engagement  to 
liquidate  the'prefent  advance  on 
Treafury  bills,  was  yefterday  laid 
before  the  court ;  who,  after  a  long 
debate  on  the  fubjeft,  had  fubmit- 
ted  to  the  plan  as  propofed  by  him; 
but  that,  by  the  diredion  of  the 
court,  they  recommended  a.punc* 
tual  performance  of  the  payments 
promifed  —  Which  Mr.  Pitt  faid 
ihould  certainly  be  obferved;  and 
that  he  had  hopes  of  being  able  to 


T>ay  it  off,  even  quicker  than  he 
had  propofed, 

(No.  27.) 

Re/dutiou  ff  the  Court  ofDirefiors^  and 
DehutatMs  Interview  with  the  Chan* 
€euor  tf  the  Exchefter,  1 0th  of  Fehru^ 
aryy  1797. 

THE  Committee  met  th&day, 
and  taking  into  their  mod  ferious 
confideration  the  certainty,  wiuch 
now  threatens  us,  that  Mr.  Pitt  wilt 
be  obliged  to  bring  forward  here  a 
loan  for  Ireland,  to  the  amount 
of  1,500,0001.  and  the  evils  which 
will  probably  follow  on  fuch  A 
meafure  to  this  houfe,  by  the  fend- 
ing over  to  that  country  a  great 
part  of  the  fum  in  fpecie,— they 
refolved  to  afk  of  Mr-  Pitt,  a  con- 
£derable  reduction  of  the  Bank's 
prcfent  advances  to  government^ 
to  be  raifed,  as  he  hinted,  by  a  new 
loan :  and  they  made  out  a  flate« 
ment  for  that  purpofe  to  be  pre- 
fented  to  him,  whidi  was  as  follows  i 


Arrears  of  advance  on  land  and  malt  1794' 
Ditto  ditto  -  1795 

Ditto  ditto  -  1796 

Exchequer  bills  on  vote  of  credit 
Ditto  on  confolidated  fund  1796 
Treafury  bills  paid  •  • 


Befides  arrears  of  intcreft,  &c. 

They  defired  that  a  deputation 
of  the  Governor,  Deputy  Gover* 
nor,  Mr.  Bofanquet,  and  Mr..  S. 
Thornton,  would  go  up  to  Mr.  Pitt, 
and  requeft  that,  if  the  Irifli  loan 
niuft  take  place,  he  would  under- 
take firft  to  an-ange  the  repayment 
of  the  above  fum  to  the  Bank,  as 
tiie  only  means  which  the  Com- 
uiittee  can  propofe  for  the  defence 


Z. 

337,000 

491,000 

2,392,000 

968,800 

1,323,000 

1,674,645 

Z.  7,186,445 
400,000 


of  the  Bank  againft  the  mifchieft 
thev  dread  from  the  Iriih  loan. 

And  the  Committee  alfo  defired, 
that,  if  necef&ry,  a  Special  Court 
of  Direftors  mieht  be  fummoned 
to  meet,  on  this  bufinefs,  on  Mon- 
day next,  at  twelve  o'clock,  that 
the  bufinefs  may  be  brought  before 
the  court. 

In  confequence  of  the  above  re* 
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foliilion,  the  Governor,  and  other 
gentlemen  deputed,  went  to  Mr* 
Pitt,  (hewed  him  the  ftatement  of 
the  Bank's  demands  on  govern- 
ment ;  which  they  wiilied  to  have 
paid  off,  or  fo  arranged  before  the 
fettlement  of  the  Irifti  loan.  Mr. 
Pitt,  on  the  article  of  the  Treafury 
bills,  faid,  that  he  had  already  laid 
his  plan  for  ihedifcharge  of  f hat  ar- 
ticle, which  he  meant  to  adhere  to, 
and  that  therefore  this  article  might 
be  left  out  of  the  prefent  agree- 
ment; and  that  he  would  lay  his 
plan  for  the  liquidation  of  (he  retl, 
by  an  addition  to  the  late  voluntary 
loan,  or  by  fome  other  meaftire  as 
might  be  moft  forcible.  The  De- 
putation prefled  on  him  the  ncccl- 
fity  of  attending,  in  his  plans,  to 
the  point  of  making  the  payments 
to  the  Bank  precede  thofe  which 
might  be  fixed  for  the  Irifh  loan. 
They  alfo  informed  him  of  their  in- 
tention to  call  a  fpecial  court  of  Di- 
reflors,  to  impart  their  bufinefs  to 
them,  which  might  be  held  on  Mon- 
d^y  or  Tuefday  ne^t,  as  might  beft 
fuit  Mr.  Pitt.  "  He  begged  it  might 
be  called  on  Monday,  as  he  faid  that 
Mr.  Pelham,  the  fecretary  of  ftate 
for  Ireland,  had  been  here  fome 
days  on  this  bufinefs;  and  tliat  it 
was  of  the  utmoft  eonfcqucnce  that 
the  matter  fliould  be  fixed,  and  ad- 
vice fent  over  to  that  country  of  it 
as  fooh  as  poffibfe.  On  which  the 
Governor  told  Mr.  Pitt,  that  a  court 
pf  Direflors  fhpuld  be  fumi^ioncd 
for  Monday;  and  requeued,  that 
he  would  furnifli  him  with  a  letter, 
explanatory  o»r  the  bufmcfs,  to  be 
laicj  before  the  court ;  which  Mr, 
Pitt  promifcd  ihould  be  fent  to  the 
Bank  cither  to-morrow  or  on  Sun- 
day, 

(No.  28.) 

litter fnpi  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exthe- 


fuer^  and  Ofumms  ofthiCc$rt'^K* 

rigors. 

Dooming' ftreety  \bth  Februaty^  1797. 

Gentlemen, 
SINCE  our  laft  converfation  I 
have  turned  my  attention  to  an  idea, 
which  has  been  fuggefted  to  me,  of 
railing  the  money  wanted  for  Ire- 
land as  part  of  one  loan,  together  with 
that  which  may  be  requifite  here, 
and  of  leaving  the  time  and  mode 
of  remittance  to  be  fettled  between 
the  Englilh  and  Iri(h  governments, 
according  to  circiim (lances.  Such 
a  meafure  might  poifibly  prevent 
fome  inconvenience,  which  would 
arife  fi'om  there  b^ing  otherwife 
two  loans  on  the  market  at  the  fame 
time,  and  might  alfo  give  better 
means  of  regulating  the  remittance 
in  the  manner  leafi  inconvenient. 
It  would  at  the  fame  time  hardly 
fail  ta  be  acceptable  to  Ireland,  as 
it  would  probably  pr/ocure  money 
for  them  at  a  much  cheaper  rate 
than  they  could  otherwife  borrow 
it.  I  have  to  requeft  the  favour  oi 
yoi]  to.  learn  the  fentiments  of  your 
court  on  this  point,  and  to  commu- 
nicate to  me  the  refult. 
'  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  Wm.  Pitt. 

Governor  and  Deputy  Governor 
of  the  Bank. 

After  a  debate  on  the  fubjeft  of 
this  letter,  it  was  the  opinion  of  the 
court,  that  it  might  be  better  for 
the  minifter  of  this  coufttry  to  have 
the  controul  over  the  remittance  of 
the  fum  inrended  for  Ireland,  than, 
by  an  open  loan  for  Ireland,  to  leave 
in  the  power  of  that  government 
to  draw  the  money  away,  without 
any  confidcration  of  the  cafe  of  the 
Bank.  And  the  Governor  and 
Deputy  Governor,  and  Mr.  S. 
Thpruton,  were  defircd  to  waiit  ot 

Mr. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


T  HE    :C^  R  O  N  I  C  L  E. 


137 


Ifr.  ?itt  With  the  following  obfef- 
vation  on  his  letter,  as  dieted  by 
the  court  :— 

"  It  is  the  opinion  of  this  court, 
"That  the  plan  of  adding  to  the 
'intended  Englifh  loan  the  fum 
"  that  has  been  propofed  to  be  raif- 
**ed  here  for  the  government  of 
"  Ireland,  and  of  making  the  rcmit- 
*^  tances  at  fuch  periods,  and  in 
"  fuch  manner,  as  may  be  Icaft  in- 
**  convenient,  is  preferable  to  the 
*^  raifing  an  IriOi  loan  in  England 
♦*  by  itfeif,  and  fixing  the  payments 
'*ajid  remittances  in  a  manner 
•*  which  cannot  be  varied  according  . 
•*  to  circumflances.  »   ■ 

"  But  the  court  muft  repeat  their 
•*  appreheniions,  that  any  meafure 
"  which  tends  to  carry  money  out 
"  of  the  country,  is  replete  with 
"alarming  confequenccs  to  the 
••Bank  of  England." 

The  paper  containing  the  above 
was  accordingly  carried  up  to  Mr. 
Pitt,  who  read  it  with  attention, 
and  then  returned  it. 

(No.  29.) 

RtfiiutfOH  cft^  Court  ofDireSdrSf  2SJ 
effc6ruaryy  1797. 

«  Refolvcd,  That  it  is  the  opi- 
*'  nion  ©f  this  court,  that  the  Trea- 
•*  fury  bills  of  exchange  fhall  be 
"  paid,  which  will  become  due  in 
"  the  courfe  of  next  week,  to  the 
*' amount  of  about  150,(K)01;  but 
"that  no  other  Treafury  bills  of 
**  exchange  ihall  be  paid  by  this 
"  houfe  until  money  be  iflued  to 
**  the  Bank  to  pay  the  fame." 

The  Governor  and  Deputy  Go- 
vernor were  defired  to  go  and 
wait  upon  Mr.  Pitt  with  the  above 
refolution,  as  foon  as  the  court 
broke  up. 


(No.  30.) 
Jdditim  to  No.  26. 


THE  Governor  mentioned  t» 
Mr.  Pitt  the  great  diflrefs  and  in- 
convenience which  the  Bank,  the 
bankers,  and  the  public,  fulFered  for 
want  of  a  frefh  coinage  of  lilver, 
and  requeued  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  to  take  fome  early  mea- 
fures  for  a  redrefs  thereof  by  a  iie\ir 
coinage,  at  leaft  of  fome  part  of 
what  would  be  wanted. 

(No,  31.) 

Intemnev}  'with  the  Oiancelkr  if  ike  Ejh 
cliefuer^  l^th  rf February^  1797. 

THE  Governor  and  Deputy  Go- 
vernor this  day  waited  upon  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  by 
his  appointment;  when  he  men- 
tioned to  them,  that  he  \jras  exceed- 
ingly preflcd  by  the  government  of 
Ireland  to  allow  them  to  raife  a 
loan  in  this  country ;  and  he  thought 
that  about  1,500,0001.  would  be  the 
fum.  He  knew  it  would  be  a  diffi- 
cult and  unplcafant  meafure  to  be 
carried  through,  but  thought  it  right 
to  fpeak  to  the  Governor  of  the 
Bank  about  it.  The  Governor 
immediately  told  Mr.  Pitt,  that  fuch 
a  fchcme  muft  have  the  worft  effect 
pofhble;  that  it  would  caufe  the 
ruin  of  the  Bank ;  for  that  fuch  a 
loan  raifed  here  would  all  be  fcnt 
over  in  money  to  Ireland,  and 
would  drain  much  of  our  fpecie 
from  us.  Mr.  Pitt  defired  that  the 
matter  might  at  prefent  be  only 
communicated  to  the  Committee 
of  Treafury,  but  not  to  tb>s  court  of 
Direcflors  ;  which  the  Governoi:' 
promifed  to  do,  and  to  wait  upon 
nim  again  to-morrow  with  Mr.  Pu- 
get,  as  Mr.  Pitt  wiflied  to  fpeak 
with  him  alfo  on  the  fubjc(5t. 

(No.  32.) 
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(No.  3t.) 

buemem  nitk  the  Chancellor  of  the  £r- 
chequer,  ^thtf  February,  1797. 

THE  Governor  this  day  cominu- 
nkated  to  the  Committee  the  cir- 
cttaifbnce  mentioned  by  Mr.  Pitt 
yefierday,  about  a  farther  loan  for 
Ireland  ;  which  ftruck  them  all  as 
fikeW  to  produce  the  moftdifaftrous 
coniequences  to  the  Houfe.  And 
the  ConMnittee  joined  in  opinion 
fiilly,  that  the  Governor  in  nis  in- 
terview with  Mr.  Pitt  to-day,  fhould 
tell  him,  that  under  the  prefent 
flate«of  the  Bank's  advances  to  go- 
vernment here,  fuch  a  meaiure 
would  threaten  ruin  to  the  houfe, 
and  mod  probably  bring  us  un- 
der the  neceffity  to  ihut  up  our 
doors. 

After  the  court  this  day,  the  Go- 
vernor, with  Mr.  S.  Thornton  (as 
the  Deputy  could  not  attend)  and 
Mr.  Pugeti  waited  on  Mr.  Pitt; 
who  told  them,  that  notwithfland- 
ing  the  difficulties  and  dangers 
which  they  forefaw  by  his  carrying 
into  execution  a  farther  loan  for 
Ireland,  he  found  it  to  be  a  meafure 
^of  government  abfolutely  neccflary ; 
but  that  he  would  do  every  thing  he 
could  to  obviate  the  difficulties,  by 
making  the  Bank  more  eafy  in  o- 
ih^x  points;  and  he  propofcd  to 
tafe,  by  an  addition  to  the  prefent 
vohmtary  loan,  or  by  other  means, 
with  the  confcnt  of  the  fubfcribers 
to  that  loan,  whatever  fum  the 
Bank  might  deiire  to  be  paid  off 
from  its  advances  to  government. 
He  propofed  this  from  an  opinion 
that  it  was  poffibly  in  the  power  of 
the  Bank  to  render  itfelf  fafe  by  the 
diminution  of  its  outHan^ing  notes; 
and  he  added  that  he  wimed  this 
redu^ion  of  their  notes  to  be  ef- 
fe6ted  by  a  diminution  of  their  ad- 
vances to  government,  rather  than 


by  ledening  their  conmierdal  dif- 
counts. 

On  the  Governor's  fiating  that, 
in  the  event  of  the  meafure  of  an 
Irifli  loan  being  effected  here,  the 
Bank  would  probably  think  it  ne- 
ceflary  to  reftrain  their  advances, 
both  to  government  and  the  pub- 
lic, by  way  of  difcount,  Mr.  Pitt 
anfwered.  He  had  rather  pay  back 
five  millions  to  the  Bank  than  that 
they  (hould  refbfain  their  difcounts 
three  millions;  or  to  that  cffcd. 
^r.  Pitt  exprefled  an  opinion  that 
a  good  deal  of  the  money  that  had 
been  taken  from  this  country  laft 
year  was  returned;  and,  perhaps, 
kept  back  in  London,  or  in  other 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  Aom  whence 
ne  hoped  to  draw  therefources  he 
wants  by  a  loan  under  the  propof- 
ed circumftances.  Some  difcuffion 
took  place  with  Mr.  Puget,  whether 
a  part  at  leaft  of  the  Irifh  loan 
might  not  be  negotiated  in  Ireland: 
and  rcafon  was  given  to  think  that 
a  trial  for  this  would  be  made.  Mr. 
Puget  fuggefted,  that  a  pecuniary 
aiTmance  given  by  this  goveriuncr.t 
to  the  Irilh  government  might  be 
preferable  to  a  loan,  as  the  money 
might  be  demanded  back  when 
there  was  preffing  occaiion  for  it : 
but  Mr.  Pitt  was  of  opinion,  that  if 
the  neccffity  to  call  it  back  fhould 
arife,  Ireland  would  not  be  able  to 
pay  it ;  whereas  he  hoped  the  fpe- 
cie  would  find  its  way  back,  by  the 
regular  courfe  of  trade,  as  foon  ^% 
the  internal  flate  of  that  country 
would  permit. 

Mr.  Pitt  propofed  that  the  repay- 
mcnt  to  the  Bank  fhould  be  made 
proportionate  to  the  indalineius  on 
the  Irifh  loan,  or  to  exceed  them 
confidcrably  if  defifcd;  alfo  that 
no  difcount  for  prompt  payment 
fliould  be  made  on  the  Irifh  loan. 

On  their  return  from  Mr.  Pitt, 

the 
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the  GoTemor  ordered  a  Coounittee 
to  be  fuinmoned  to  meet  to-mor* 
row,  on  very  fpecial  afiairs,  at 
twelve  o'clock. 

(No.  S3.) 

Utter  firm  ike  Chancelkr  tf  the  Exch- 
quer^  card  Re/shition  9f  the  Court  tf 
DtreSors^  \^th  if  February^  1797. 

AT  a  court  of  Directors  held  this 
day  on  fpecial  affairs,  the  Gorernor 
laid  before  the  cburt  tiie  matter 
which  had  been  propofed  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Treafury  by  Mr, 
Pitt,  and  which  had  been  the  fub- 
jecl  of  the  feveral  minutes  of  the 
Committee  on  the  8th,  9th,  and 
10' h  inftant,  in  their  private  book : 
and  ll.e  Governor  then  read  to  the 
court  the  following  letter,  which 
he  had  received  from  the  Chancel- 
lor of  the  Exchequer,  viz. 

Dyimlng'ftreet^Fth.  10, 1797. 

Gentlemen^ 

I  liave  to  requeft  you  to  acquaint 
your  court,  that  from  the  reprefen- 
tations  received  from  Irelana,  it  ap- 
pears  indifpcnfable  for  the  j)ublic 
fcrvice,  that  a  loan  iliould  be  raifed 
here  for  the  ufe  of  that  govern- 
ment, to  the  amount  of  1,500,0001. 
on  which  I  underfland  a  coniidera- 
bledepodt  will  be  requrfite  about 
the  end  of  March.  I  am  fully  fen- 
fible  that,  in  the  prefent  fituation, 
fuch  a  loan  might  produce  great 
temporary  inconvenience  here ; 
2md  unlets  fome  meafures  were  a- 
dopted  to  guard  again  (l  its  po^le 
efFf^,  might  make  it  appear  ne- 
ceflary  for  uic  Bank,  from  prudence 
and  precaution,  to  reftrain  the  ac- 
commodation which  they  now  give 
to  the  commerce  of  the  country, 
within  much  narrower  limits  than 
is  deiirable.    In  oider  to  avoid  this 


mat  inconvemenctt,  and  at  the 
ume  time  to  be  enabled  to  provide 
for  the  urgent  demands  from  Ire-* 
land,  which  are  conne£ked  with  the 
greatefl  intereft  and  fafety,  to  pre- 
vent farther  embarraflinents  in  the 
vigorous  exertions  which  the  pre- 
fent  crifis  may  require,  it  may,  I 
think,  be  expedient  to  propofe  to 
parliament  to  raife  money  fuificient 
for  paying  off  fix  or  (if  it  ihould  be 
thought  neceilary)  leven  miliionS 
(including  the  Treafury  bills)  of 
the  fum  now  outflanding,  due  from 
the  public  to  the  Bank.  So  great 
a  reduction  of  their  advances  muit, 
I  truft,  render  them  much  more  at 
eafe  as  to  the  effe£l  of  other  opera* 
tions.  I  wi(h  alio  to  have  it  under* 
ftood,  that  I  fhould  propofe  the  re' 
payments  to  be  received  by  the 
bank,  to  take  place  by  inifadments 
at  leail  as  early,  and  to  as  great  aa 
amount,  as  any  remittance  that 
could  be  made  to  Ireland  under  the 
inflalments  to  be  fixed  for  that  loan. 
I  ihalt  be  extremely  glad  to  knomr 
the  fentiments  of  the  court  on  that 
fubjeft,  and  to  confer  with  you,  and 
any  other  gentlemen  x)f  the  court^ 
on  any  point  which  may  require 
explanation,  and  on  the  beft  meana 
of  carrying  the  meafure  into  exe- 
cution, if  it  meets  with  the  concur- 
rence of  the  court. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
(Signed)         Wm.  Pitt. 

Qrvenw  and  Depu^  Gvcemor 
rfthe  Bank, 

The  court  received  this  commu- 
nication with  great  uneafinefs,  from 
an  appreheniion  of  the  bad  confe- 
quences  which  would,  in  all  prol^- 
bilit^,  arife  to  the  Bank  from  ^the 
renuttance  of  fuoh  a  fum  to  Ireland, 
and  the  great  drain  of  cafh  which 
it  would  occaiiett;  andafter  a. very- 
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feriotis  debate  upon  the  fubjeft, 
they  came  to  the  following  resolu- 
tion, viz. 

«  Refolyed,  That  the  court  is 
*'of  opinion,  that  the  repayment 
•*  of  feven  millions  of  the  money 
♦*  advanced  by  the  Bank  to  govem- 
**  ment,  will  be  of  very  cflential  fer- 
•♦  vice  to  this  houfe;  but  the  court 
f*  is  ncvcrthelefs  extremely  appre* 
•*  henfive  that  the  negotiating  the 
**  propofed  loan  for  Ireland  ill  fhis 
**  country,  will  neceflarily  endan- 
**  ger  the  fafety  of  the  Bank  of 
•*  Engbnd,  by  the  large  drains  of 
**  cam  which  it  muft  occafion  for 
«*  the  remittance  of  that  fum  to 
**  Ireland." 

The  Governor  and  Deputy  Go- 
Tcrnor,  with  Mr.  Darcll  and  Mr. 
Bofanquet,  were  deputed  by  the 
court  to  wait  upon  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  with  this  refolu- 
tion;  and  they  took  with  them  a 
copy  of  it  in  a  paper  fealed  up,  that 
in  cafe  Mr.  Pitt  fhould  require  it  to 
be  left  with  him  to  fliew  it  to  the 
cabinet,  it  might  be  in  a  fituation 
guarded  from  the  eyes  of  the  peo- 
ple in  office.  The  Deputation 
waited  on  Mr.  Pitt  when  the  court 
broke  up,  and  waited  till  he  came 
home ;  when,  being  admitted,  the 
Governor  told  him,  that  a  fpecial 
court  had  been  held  oh  the  fubje^, 
and  that  he  and  the  other  gentle- 
wicn-wcre  deputed  to  bring  him  the 
rcfolution  or  the  court  upon  it; 
which  Mr.  Pitt  read  attentively; 
and  defiring  to  have  a  copy  left 
with  him,  the  one  fealed  up  was 
given  to  laim;  which  he  was  defir- 
cd'  by  the  Governor  to  return  to 
him  when  he  had  communicated 
ii  to  the  cabinet.  In  the  conver- 
fation  which  took  place  afterwards, 
the  Governor  atked  if  it  was  not 
poflible  that  a  part  of  the  1,500,OOOL 


could  be  raifed  m  Ireland  for  its 
own  ufe.  Mr.  Pitt  faid,  that  (he 
fum  mentioned  was  all*  expe<^ed 
from  this  country ;  that  a  rarthcr 
fum  was  wanted  in  the  whole;  but 
that  the  Irifli  government  hoped  to 
raife  the  remainder  in  that  country. 
On  the  fubje6t  of  the  loan  to  be 
raifed  here  to  pay  off  the  above 
fum  io  the  Bank,  Mr.  Pitt  faid  he 
meant  to  make  it  equal,  not  only 
to  that  purpofe,  but  to  fet  him  at 
his  eafe  for  other  parts  of  the  pub- 
lic fervice,  which  he  had  not  been 
able  to  calculate  with  fufiident  ex- 
aflitude  on  bringing  out  the  lail^ 
loan.  That  he  meant  to  raife  this 
additional  fum  in  the  fame  funds ; 
and,  if  poiiible^  by  the  fame  fub- 
fcribers^  to  whom  propofals  would 
be  made,  with  an  allowance  for  their 
lofs  on  the  former  engagement; 
and  that  if  h«  was  difappeinted  in 
this  expectation)  he  mult  ta^e  other 
meafures  as  ufual. 

After  this,  the  Governor  aiked  of 
Mr.  Pitt  if  itcouldnot  be  made  com- 
patible with  the  forms  of  office,  that 
when  the  payments  fhould  qome  to 
be  made  on  this  propofed  loan,  ths 
money  might  be  retained  at  once 
by  the  Bank,  as  far  as  was  intended 
for  the  liquidation  of  their  advances, 
without  being  fent  up  to  the  Ex- 
chequer, a^  was  hitherto  pradifed ; 
which  mode  had  often  caufed  a  de- 
lay of  many  days,  and  once  Uli: 
year  a  total  difappointment  of  the 
fum.  Mr.  Pitt  faid,  that  he  faw 
no  reafon  why  this  routine  of  of- 
fice fhould  not  be  altered ; — that  he 
would  think  of  it,  and  order  ano- 
ther arrangement. 

(No.  34.) 

Rfi/olutiM  tfthe  Court  rf  DireHars^  mi 
DehutatMs  Interviao  xvid  tic  Ci^' 
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ctlhr  ftk  Exchequmr^  ^\fi  tfFihru-^ 
Gfy,  1797. 

THE  Committee  obfcrving,  with 
great  uncafincfs,  the  large  and  con- 
Sant  dccrcafe  in  the  calh,  held  a 
particular  confultation  on  that  fub 
yt^  this  day ;  and  on  examination 
into  the  ftate  of  the  cafh  fince  the 
beginning  of  this  year,  they  found 
that  in  the  courfe  of  the  month  of 
January  there  had  been  a  decreafe 
of  1.  and  fince  the 

beginning  of  this  month  a  farther 
loi^of  Land  that  the 

cafh  was  now  reduced  to  between 
and  about        ^         ^  L 
value,  in  bullion  and  foreign  coin, 
and  about  the  value  of  1. 

in  filver  bullion.  Perceiving  alfo, 
by  the  conllant  calls  of  the  bank- 
ers from  all  parts  of  the  town  for 
cafh,  that  there  mull  be  fome  ex- 
Iraordinary  reafons  for  this  drain, 
arifing  probably  from  the  alarms  of 
an  expe£tcd  invafion,  the  Com- 
mittee, after  maturely  confidering 
the  matter,  refolved  to  fend  a  no- 
tice to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer of  the  iituation  of  matters 
at  the  Bank ;  and  to  explain  exad- 
ly  to  him  how  the  cafh  is  circum- 
ftanced,  that  he  may  if  poifible  and 
proper,  ftrikc  out  fome  means  of 
alleviating  the  public  alarms,  and 
ftopping  this  apparent  difpofition 
in  people's  minds  for  having  a 
large  depofit  of  cafh  in  their  houfes. 
The  Governor,  Deputy  Gover- 
nor, with  Mr.  Darell  and  Mr.  Bo- 
fanquel,  were  deputed  to  wait  up- 
•n  Mr.  Pitt;  who  went  to  him,— 
and  after  defcribing  to  him  the 
anxiety  of  mind  which  all  the  Di- 
reftors  were  under  on  this  fubjeft, 
they  explained  to  Mr.  Pitt  the  ex- 
^h  particulars  above  mentioned. 
Mr.  Pitt  feemcd  aware  that  this  un-^ 
vfual  drain  of  cafh  from  the  Bank 


muft  arife  from  the  alann  of  an  in« 
vafion,  which  he  obferved  was  now 
become  much  more  general  than 
he  could  think  neceflary.  He  faid, 
that  by  all  his  informations  he 
could  not  learn  of  any  hoflile  pre- 
parations of  confequence  making 
in  France  to  invade  this  country, 
except  the  fleet  which  was  refitting 
at  Brefl,  after  being  driven  off  from 
the  coail  of  Ireland;  but  that  he 
could  not  anfwer  that  no  partial  at- 
tack on  this  country  would  be  made 
by  fuch  a  mad  and  defperate  enemy 
as  we  had  to  deal  with.  The  De* 
pu  tat  ion  preffed  on  Mr.  Pitt  to  de- 
clare fome  thing  of  this  kind  in  par- 
liament^  in  order  to  eale  the  public 
mind.  , 

The  Deputation  then  mention- 
ed  to  him  the  necefHty  of  bringing 
forward  the  new  loan,  out  of  whicn 
the  repayment  of  the  feven  mil- 
lions to  the  Bank  was  to  be  made, 
as  in  the  prefcnt  emergency  it  was 
of  the  utmofl  confequence  that  our 
advances  fhould  be  contracted  as 
foon  as  pof&ble.  He  faid,  he  was  oc- 
cupied on  that  point,  and  hoped,  io 
a  couple  of  days,  to  have  his  plan  fo 
arranged  as  to  be  able  to  call  the 
gentlemen  together,  with  whom  it 
might  be  neceflary  to  negotiate  for 
a  new  loan.  Mr.  Pitt  alfo  mention- 
ed, that  he  hoped  the  Committee 
would,  in  the  prefent  iituation  of 
matters,  think  it  neceflary  to  en- 
deavoiu-  at  obtaining  a  fupply 
of  gold  from  foreign  countries ; 
which  the  Governor  told  him  they 
were  confidering  about,  and  fhould 
do  what  they  could  therein. 

(No.  So.) 

Intcrvtcvo  I'Sith  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex* 
chequer^  2*2  J  of  Ft  biu,ityy  1797. 

Melfrs.  Goldfmid  and  Elinfon 
attended   the  Commillce  tliii  day, 
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And  were  direfied  to  give  farther 
orders  to  Hairtb\irgh  for  the  pur- 
chafe  of  gold;  and  were  toW  that 
an  application  would  immediately 
be  made  to  the  minifter  to  order  a 
frigate  or  armed  floop  to  go  to  Ham- 
burgh to  take  in  fucn  gold  as  might 
be  bought,  and  alfo  to  defire  that 


far  heahought  the  Bank  mightiVcn* 
ture  to  go  on  paying  ca(h ;  and  when 
he  would  think  it  neceHary  to  in- 
terfere before  our  caih  was  fo  re- 
duced as  might  be  detrimental  to 
the  immediate  fervice  of  the  fhite. 
Mr.  Pitt  faid,  this  was  a  matter  of 
great  importance,  and  that  he  muft 


the  r«feaion  on  the  captains  of   be  prepared  with  fome  refoluticn 
the  Mckets,  not  to  take  any  gold    to  bring  forward  m  the   council 


on  board  at  Hamburgh  for  this 
country,  might  be  taken  off.  The 
Governor  and  Deputy  Governor 
waited  on  Mr.  Pitt  on  this  fubjeft ; 
who-  promifcd  to  apply  to  the  Ad- 
miralty for  dirc6tio9S  about  fending 
out  a  frigate  or  armed  floop ;  and 
that  he  would  apply  to  the  Poft- 
niafler  General  to  give  the  orders 
to  the  captains  of  the  packets. 
The  Governor  preflcd  Mr.  Pitt 


for  a  proclamation  to  ftop  the  ilTue 
of  cain  from  the  Bank,  and  to  give 
the  fecurity  of  parliament  to  the 
notes  of  the  Bank.  In  confequence 
of  which  he  fhould  think  it  might 
be  proper  to  appoint  a  Secret  Com- 
mittee of  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
to  look  into  th^  flate  of  the  Bank 
affairs ;  which  they  affured  him  the 
Bank  wtre  well  prepared  for,  and 
would  produce  to  fuch  a  commit- 
tee. Idr.  Pitt  alfo  obferved  that 
he  (hould  have  no  objection  to  pro- 


again  on  the  fubjea  of  the  Treafu- 

ry  bills,  and  told  him  that  he  feared        ^  ,.  -  .        -    -  - 

the  court  would  not  agree  to  pav    pofc  to  parliament,  in  cafe  of  a 
the  Trcflfury  bills  which  faUdue    proclamation,  to  give  parliament- 
ary fccunty  for  Bank  notes.    The 
Governor  and  Deputy  Governor 
this  day  waited  on  Mr.  Pitt,  to  men- 
tion to  him,  that  it  would  in  the 
prcfent  circumftances  be  highly  re- 
quifite  that  fome  general  meeting 
of  the  bankers  and  chief  merchants 
of  London  (hould  be  held,  in  order 
to  bring  on  fome  refolution  for  the 
fupport  of  the  public  credit  in  this 
alarming  crifis :  and  they  took  the 
liberty  to  recommend  to  Mr.  Pitt 
to  have  a  private  meeting;  of  fome  ' 
of  the  chief  bankers  at  his  houfc 
to-morrow,  at  three  o'clock,    in 
which  the  plan  for  a  more  general 
meeting  on  Tuefday  or  Wednefday 
next  might  be  laid  j  in  the  propri- 
ety of  which  Mr.  Fitt  agreed,  and 
faid  he  would  fummon  a  previout 
meeting  for  to-morrow  according- 
ly.    This  was  communicated  by 
the  Governor  to  the  Committee. 

jlnjvtr 


next  week. 

Mr.  Pitt  faid  he  would  fend' 
50,0001.  to  the  Bank  in  part  pro- 
vifion  thereof,  but  that  he  did  not 
think  he  could  raifc  the  money  to 
the  full  amount  of  the  bills  due. 

(No.  36.) 

Intervito)  tvitk  the  OutnceUor  of  the  £*- 
ehequefy  24M  ffTehuaiy^  1707. 

AT  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
court  held  this  day,  it  appeared  that 
the  lofs  of  cafh  vefterday  was  above 
1.  and  that  about 
1.  were  already  drawn 
out  this  day,  which  gave  fuch  an 
alarm  for  the  fafety  of  the  houfe, 
that  the  Deputy  Governor  and  Mr. 
Bofan(juet  were  defired  to  wait  on 
Mr.  Pitt  to  mention  to  him  thefe 
circumftances,  and  to  aik  him  how 
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Aijiaer  to  (No.  L) 
ON  the  communication  of  the 
refolution  (No.  1.)  on  the  17th  of 
January  1795,  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  expreffcd  his  thanks 
for  the  communication;  and  faid, 
he  fhould  arrange  his  meafures  in 
conformity:'  but  that  though  he 
was  going  to  reduce  immediately 
the  lum  of  the  Treafury  bills,  it 
might  not  be  in  his  power  to  bring 
them  down  to  the  fum  ftipulated 
till  after  the  firft  payment  of  the 
loan. 

Jnfwer  to  (No.  2.) 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer ha\-ing  read  th^paper,  feemed 
fully  convinced  of  the  propriety  of 
the  reprefentation;  and  declared, 
that  it  fliould  have  been  attended 
to  on  his  part  before,  but  that,  in 
the  multiplicity  of  public  affairs,  it 
had  been  forgotten.  He,  however, 
faid,  that  it  fhould  be  complied  with' 
out  of  hand,  and  that  he  would  or- 
der 1,200,0001.  to  be  paid  to  the 
Bank,  on  that  account,  immedi- 
ately. 

j^nfiver  to  (No.  4.) 

ON  prefenting  this  p^per,  Mr. 
Pitt  (aid,  it  was  not  his  niult  that 
<hc  account  had  not  been  diminish- 
ed, for  he  had  ordered,  fome  time 
frnce,  two  warrants  to  be  made  out, 
amounting  to  above  600,0001. 
^hichwere  now  completing,  and 
would  foon  come  down  to  us;  ihew- 
ing,  at  the  fame  time,  the  prepara« 
tory  parts  thereof.  The  Governor 
then  replied,  that  600,0001.  would 
not  nearly  reduce  the  amount  to 
the  agreed  fum ;  that  our  calk  had 
lately  been  fo  great,  with  large 
drains  of  caih  and  bullion,  as  made 
Ui  earnelUy  wiik  to  leflen  our  cre- 


dits as  much  as  poffible;  and  then 
he  wiflied  Mr.  Pitt  would^  withoat 
particular  inconvenience  to  him» 
ielf,  name  a  day  from  whence  the 
refolution  of  the  court  ihould  take 
place.  The  Deputy  G  oyemor aiked 
if  Mr.  Pitt  could  do  this  next  Mon- 
day ?•  (when  the  chairmen  were  to 
meet  him  on  the  national-flock  bu* 
finefs)  He  replied,  he  could  not, 
he  believedt  be  ready  to  do  it  by 
that  time,  but  he  might  probably 
then  inform  us  farther  about  it ;  and 
added  his  hope,  that  the  Bank  did 
not,  fer  this  year,  mean  to  reftrift 
him  from  the  credit  of  500,0001.  on 
Treafury  bills. 

Jnjwar  to  (No.  5.) 

MR.  PITT  acknowledged,  That 
he  had  not,  in  his  note  of  Wednef* 
day  lafl,  entered  into  any  particu- 
lars about  the  payment  6f  the  Trea- 
fury bills;  but  that  he  meant,  if  the 
Bank  aihfted  him  with  the  two 
millions  and  an  half  in  queftion, 
on  Exchequer  bills,  payable  out  of 
the  growing  produce  of  the  confo* 
^Jidated  fund,  in  the  quarters  for 
"OAober  next  and  the  April  follow- 
ing, he  did  mean  to  pay  part  of  the 
Bank's  advance  on  the  Treafury 
bills  out  of  that  money;  but  he 
hoped  that  the  whole  of  it  would 
not  be  required,^  but  that  it  fhould 
be  provided  for  out  of  other  funds.' 
—The  Governor  then  obferved  to 
him,  how  frequent  promifes  had 
been  given  to  reduce  this  advance 
to  the  limit  of  500,0001.  which  had 
never  yet  been  carried  into  efFe6l ; 
and  begged  leave  to  reprefent.how 
defirous  the  Bank  court  was  to 
have  the  payment  of  the  Treafu- 
rv  acceptances  otherwife  arranged 
than  at  the  Bank ;  which  Mr.  Pitt 
faid,  fliould  be  taken  up  on  a  future 
occafion.    The  Governor  faid,  he 
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could  not  engage  for  any  thfng; 
but  he  knew  how  defirous  the  court 
always  was  to  affift  the  government, 
though  a  provident  care  for  their 
elhibiifhmentmuit  precede  ail  other 
objeds.  Mr.  Pitt  obfervcd  on  this, 
that  the  welfare  of  the  Bank,  we 
nuft  fuppofe,  was  an  obje6^  of 
«qHal  importance  to  him  as  to  us. 
The  Governor  then  added,  that 
though  he  did  not  engage  for  the 
court,  if  Mr.  Pitt  could  promife  that 
two  millions  of  the  fum,  now  afked 
for,  ihould  be  applied  to  e)ctingui(h 
fo  much  of  the  advance  on  the 
Treafury  bills,  he  believed  it  might 
be  acceded  to.  Mr.  Pitt  replied, 
that  he  could  not  anfwer  for  fo 
large  a  patt  bein?  paid  immediately ; 
but  that  he  wouTd,  on  this  informa- 
tion, draw  up  a  new  letter  to  the 
court,  to  be  confidered  next  Thurf- 
4ay ;  and  he  wifhed  to  fee  the  two 
Governors  at  twelve  o'clock  on 
Tuefday  next,  to  fubmit  to  them 
€he  plan  of  his  letter :  and  the  Go- 
vernor and  Deputy  promifed  to 
wait  on  bim  at  that  time  accord- 

^nfvoers  to  (No.  7.) 

AFTER  Mr.  Pitt  had  read  this 

Sapcr,  with  great  attention,  ttvice, 
e  began  by  expreffing  his  fatisfac- 
lion  and  approbation  of  the  meafure 
of  communicating  fuch  matters  to 
him  J  faying.  That  he  would  moft 
certainly  frame  his  arrangements  in 
a'manner  that  might  enable  him  to 
remove  our  fears,  and  prevent  un- 
pleafant  confcquences  j  and  that  he 
would  endeavour  to  do  this  in  fuch 
a  manner  as  fhould  produce  no 
alarm;  fVrongly  recommending  to 
'the  court  of  Dire^ors  to  ufe  every 
poflible  precaution  to  prevent  that 
ftlfb. 


The  Governor  then  Cdd,  Thaf 
he  hoped  Mr.  Pitt  did  not  conceive 
it  to  be  the  intention  of  the  court 
to  refufe  the  advance  of  the  land 
and  malt,  17,96;  but  only  that  it 
was  their  wifh  to.protradt  it  for 
ibmc  time..  Mr.  Pitt  faid  he  un^ 
derflood  it  fo,  and  fhould  avoid 
applying  for  it  until  it  might  be 
more  fuitable  to  the  Bank.  He 
alfo  faid,  he  fhould  certainly  reim- 
burfe  a  million  of  the  Treafury 
bills,  and  repay  the  1,100,0001.  as 
foon  as  the  accounts  were  made 
up ;  and,  if  it  was  neceflary,  the 
1,400,0001.  remaining  fhould  be  re- 
imburfe^.        > 

The  Governor  mentioned  t« 
him  the  drain  of  cafh  to  Ireland, 
the  calls  for  the  Wefl  India  arma- 
ment, and  the  probability  of  fbon 
perceiving  thofe  that  may  be  occa- 
fioned  by  the  claimants  of  the  neu- 
tral fliips  being  reimburfed :  in  all 
which  he  feemed  io  concur.  Then 
the  Governor  flated  to  him,  that 
the  price  of  gold  being  fo  much 
above  the  value  of  our  |;uinea5, 
mufl  neceilarily  imprefs  his  mind 
with  the  unavoidable  confequences. 
The  Chancellor  of  (he  Excheouer 
viewed  this  in  a  mofl  ferious  light. 

The  Gov^nor  then  mentioned 
the  probability  of  the  claims  of  the 
American  fhips  taken  in  the  Weil 
Indies  foon  coming  to  a  hearings 
and  which,  he  faid,  ^m  report, 
would  amount  to  near  four  milli- 
OBs.  Mr.  Pitt  agreed  titat  appeals 
were  foon  to  be  made,  but  he  did 
not  think  the  amount  would  come 
up  to  fuch  a  fum.  The  Governor 
then  refumed'  the  fubje6t  of  the 
Treafury  bills  j  and  hoped  that,  after 
the  meeting  of  parliament,  Mr.  Pitt 
would  {o  arrange  matters  as  to  pre- 
vent their  continuing  to  be  paid  by 
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the  Bank  in  the  manner  iately 
adopted.  His  reply  was,  that  this 
obi  eft  would  ibon  ceafe ;  their  a- 
moiint  feemed  to  have  imprefled 
his  mind  with  a  defign  to  difconti- 
nuc  the  fervice  that  occai;oned 
them -J  the  troops  were  about  to 
return  home.  He  candidly  ac- 
knowledged, that  the  expence  of 
our  troops  on  the  Continent  had 
been  enormous;  and  intiihatcd, 
that  the  bent  and  operation  of  the 
war,  as  long  as  it  did  ilill  continue, 
would  be  naval,  and  in  the  Weii 
Indies. 

The  Governor  then  made  his 
acknowledgements  to  Mr.  Pitt  for 
the  indulgence  of  fo  much  time  as 
he  had  given  to  him  and  the  De- 
puty Governor.  The  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  faid  he  was  going 
out  of  town  to-morrow,  for  a  week, 
and  at  his  return  would  be  glad  to 
fee  the  Governor  again,  if  any 
thing  material  ihbuld  occur. 


Summary  tf  the  Report  of  the  Secret 
Committee  apfimnted  to  cottfider  of  the 
Fajiers  feivxd  in  Belfajt.  Prefented  in 
the  Iri/h  Houfe  rf  Commons  ly  Mr. 
Pelham, 

THE  Committee  began  by  fht- 
ing,  that  thev  confidered  it 
to  be  a  proper  difcharge  of  their 
duty  to  examine  into  the  principles 
and  motives  of  the  Society  of  United 
Iriftimen  at  its  firft  formation :  they 
afiert,  that  in  confequence  of  this 
examination  they  find  that  the  So- 
ciety, under  the  pretext  of  promot- 
ing a  Parliamentarv  Reform,  and 
what  they  called  Emancipation  of 
the  Catholics,  harboured  a  defign  to 
difunite  this  country  from  Great 
Britain,  to  overthrow  the  prefent 
conftitution,  and  eftablilh  in  its 
Vol.  XXXIX. 


ftead  a  republican  form  of  govern- 
ment. The  CommiUee  reft  this 
opinion,  in  a  great  mcafure,  on  a 
letter  wriiten  by  Theobald  Wolfe 
Tone,  a  very  aftive  member  of  that 
fociety,  to  his  friends  in  Bclfaft;  in 
which  there  appears  a  number  of 
fexprejflions  which  fe^^m  to  indicate 
that' Mr.  Tone  confidered  the  Bri- 
tifli  connexion  as  the  bane  of  Irilh 
profperity .  Another  ground  of  the 
opinion  of  this  Committee  is,  the 
declaration  pubhflied  by  the  Society 
of  United  Iriflimcn  in  Dublin,  in 
the  year  1791,  when  Mr.  Rowan 
and  Dr.Drcnan  were  Chairman  and 
Secretary,  in  which  the  prominent 
principle  is,  that  natte  but  the  fieo/de 
canfjieak  the  will  of  the  /ifople.  The 
Committee  then  proceed  to  the 
papers.  They  ftate  the  manner  in 
which  thefe  papers  had  been  feized 
in  the  houfe  of  a  John  Alexander^ 
at  Belfaft,  by  Captain  Barber  and 
Mi'.  Fox  ;  they  recite  in  what  rooms 
and  in  what  company  they  had  been 
found,  and  infer  that  they  were  the 
papers  of  two  committees  of  Unit- 
ed Irifhmen.  By  one  it  appears 
that  the  fociety  is  organized  in  a 
very  perfect  manner;  the  lowefl 
conftituent  part  is  the  Baronial 
Committee,  or  the  committee  of 
the  members  who  live  in  one  ba- 
rony. When  this  committee  be- 
comes numerous,  it  is  fplit  into  two 
committees.  When  a  certain 
number  of  thefe  committees  are 
formed  in  a  county,  they  eleft  a 
County  Committee  j  when  a  cer- 
tain number  of  county  committees 
are  formed,  they  ele6t  a  Provincial 
Committee ;  and  again,  when  twd 
or  more  of  thefe  committees  are 
created,  they  elfc6t  members  who 
form  the  higheft  member  of  the 
fociety,  a  National  Committee.-* 
They  are,  among  other  things,  im» 
K  powered 
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powered  to  raife  money  in  certain 
proportions,  and  to  diuribute  it  in 
certain  ways ;    fuch  as    providing 
arms  and  ammunition;   fupplying 
the  members  who  fuffer  for.  the 
caufe  with  neceffiiries,  and  with  the 
means  of  defence;    providing  for 
the  families  of  thofe  who  may  fall 
in  any  way  for  the  common  fervice ; 
and  they  are  enabled  to  regulate 
the  ele^ion  of  military    officers. 
There  is    a    particular    proviflon 
Which  fixes  the  manner  m  which 
the  tribunal  fhall  be  chofen,  who, 
when    a   revolution   begins,   fhall 
decide  on  the  property,  and  even 
the   lives  of  accufed  individuals; 
and    there    is    another    provision 
which  declares  what  defcnption  of 
fiifpedbed  perfons  fhall  not  be  fuf- 
fered  to  enter  the  ranks  when  the 
conflict  fhall  begin.      The  other 
papers  are  minutes  of  the  proceed- 
ings  of   the    fub-committees     of 
United  Irifhmcn,  and  reports  on  a 
variety  of  fubjefts.     They  contain, 
in  the  firfl  place,  accurate  returns 
•f  the  numbers  of  men  who  have  at 
different  periods  become  members 
of  the  body ;    alfo  returns  of  the 
fums  fubfcribed  by  each  refpe6live 
place,  and  the  purpofes  for  which 
the  money  has   been   expended. 
The  returns  of    guns,    bayonets, 
fwords,    pikes,    cannon,   powder, 
ball -cartridges,  and  of  bullets,  are 
all  reported  with  equal  accuracy, 
and  always  accompany  the  returns 
of  men  and  money.    The  focietj 
has  rifen  to  a  number  truly  formi- 
dable —  not  lefs  at  this  moment 
than  one  hundred  thoufand  men. 
The  amount  of  their  arms  appears 
to  be  very  confiderable ;  and  they 
reckon  among  their  ordnance  eight 
pieces  of  cannon  and  one  mortar. 
in  their  money  accounts  are  found 
Accur^tt  datements  of  their  expen- 


diture for  affifUng  prifiuien  mH 
purchafxng  arms ;  and  in  one  return 
It  is  remarkable  that  the  officer  who 
remits  it  fays,  *^  Thb  money  has 
been   paid   fomewhat    before  the 
ufual  time,  becaufe  it  is  expeded 
our  friends   will    foon   arrive    at 
Bantry,"    or  words  to  that  effect ; 
and  feveral  inffances  occur  in  the 
papers,  of  allufions  to  the  expeded 
arrival  of  thefc  friends.    In  feme 
papers   the    committees  earnefily 
exhort  the  people  to  temperance, 
to  fobriety,  and  to  peace,  obferving 
that  the  wifh  of  government  was 
to  goad  them  into  infurre<%on,  by 
which  the   hopes  of   the    people 
would  be  defeated,  not  only  now, 
but  perhaps  for  ever;    and  in  one 
place  occurs  the  remarkable  advice 
^  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  the 
father  or  his  fon."    That  the.  fod- 
ety  exercife  a  judicial  authority  over 
their  members  appears  alfo  by  thefe 
papers;  for  in  more  than-  one  of 
them  there  is  mention  made  of  cer- 
tain perfons  who  had  been  charged 
with  offences  having  been  tried  and 
acquitted;     and    one    inflance    is 
found  of  the  executive  committee 
having  been  purged    by    another 
branch  of  the  body  for  an  abufe  of 
their  trufl;  three-fourths  of  thcn> 
were  removed,    and  men  of  ac- 
knowledged merit    fubflituted    in 
their  room.     In  fome.  of  the  mi- 
nutes are  to  be  found  the  names  or 
the  initials  of  perfons  reported  to 
be  bad,  or  unfound  and  dangerous 
members;     exhortations  are    fre- 
quent to  avoid  communicating  on 
the  affairs  of  the  focicty  with  per- 
fons who  had  not  taken  the  tefl; 
and  in  one  cafe  it  is  faid,  that  the 
old  pafs-word  of  the  body  was  o- 
bliged   to  be  changed,   in  confc- 
quence  of  fome  negligence  of  this 
kind;  it  is  ftrongly  inculcated  on 
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Ihe  committees  to  take  care  that 
the  men  fhould  be  regularly  and 
judicioufly  formed  into  companies 
and  battalions ;  that  the  men  fhould 
be  well  known  to  their  officers,  and 
ths  officers  to  the  men;  and  tjiat 
all  fhould  hold  themfclves  in  rea- 
dinefs  to  appear  at  a  moment's 
warning,  as  it  was  not  known  how 
foon  they  might  be  called  out. 

The  Committee  again  take  oc? 
caflon  to  obferve,  that  it  appeared 
from  thefe  papers  the  Unitea  Iriih- 
men  made  a  pretext  of  reform  and 
emancipation  to  cover  a'  defign  to 
fubvert,  infiead  of  amending  the 
conditution;  to  confifcat©  pro* 
pcrty,  and  «fxtingii}fli  the  pofleflbrs 
of  it;  and  this  they  infer,  arguenti 
from  the  circumilance  tliat  thefe 
two  obje^fls  hare  not  been  men- 
tioned in  thefe  papers  as  the  end  of 
their  inditution.  In  further  cor- 
roboration of  the  opinion,  they  tran- 
fcribe  a  paper  called  the  Dona^ha- 
dee  Refolutions,  in  which  it  is 
emphatically  dated  to  h?ivc  been 
the  opinion  of  the  beft  (Utefmen, 
philofopherS)  and  divines,  that  all 
power  originated  with  the  people 
—that  when  tyrants  ufurp  power, 
or  governors  (legitimately  confti- 
tutcd)  degenerate  into  tyrants,  it 
becomes  the  right  and  duty  of  the 
people  to  take  arms  to  wreil  that 
power  from  the  hands  which,  abuft 
it,  and  reftore  it  to  thofe  to  whom 
it  of  right  belongs,*'  &c.  &c.-=i 
The  report  goes  on  to  ftatc,  that  it 
has  appeared  to  the  Committee, 
though  they  are  not  at  liberty  to 
difclofe  the  evidence,  partly  be- 
caufe  it  was  merely  oral,  and  partly 
becaufe  it  r.night  be  neceflary  here- 
after to  procluce  it  before  a  court 
of  juflice,  Ihat  aflaifinations  had 
been,  encouci  ged  by  the  fociety, 
«Q(1  that  g^€9fltf9&DM  had  been  taken 


to  feduce  the  fidelity  of  the  foldiery 
•^-But  the  Committee  declare  them- 
fclves happy  in  being  able  to  ftater, 
that  his  Majefty's  troops  have  re- 
mained fleady  and  faithful  —  and 
that  the  Houfe  may  place  the  ut- 
mofl  confidence  in  their  exertions. 

• 
Stti/fance  ff  the  InJlruRiwi  relative  ti 
the  Baggage  and  Marches  of  the 
Army^  in  cnfe  tlie  Enemy  land  in  Eng» 
land;  which  have  keen  Tent  t»  all  Ge- 
nerals y  and  all  Officas  cwtmanding 
Regiments. 

"  npHE  fervice  ofa  which  the 
X  troops  may  be  called,  will  be 
of  fuch  a  nature  while  it  lafls,  that 
the  ufual  convenience  of  the  field 
cannot  be  allowed.  All  unnecefla- 
ry  baggage  muft  be  removed.  No 
more  than  five  waggons  and  tliree 
carts  will  be  allowed  to  each  regi- 
ment for  every  purpofe.  All  othef 
carriages  whatever  will  be  orderedf 
to  a  great  difhmce  in.  the  rear,  and 
if  at  any  time  found  near  the  army, 
will  be  ordered  to  be  deftroyed. 
Officers  muft  prepare  for  moving 
in  the  lightcft  mannen  The  per- 
fonal  baggage  of  each  officer  muft 
be  contamed  in  a  fmall  portman- 
teau. One  tent  will  be  allowed 
for  fixtecn  men;  During  the 
march  every  officer  will  remain  with 
his  divifion,  and  never  quit  it  on 
any  account.  No  foldier  to  be 
permitted  to  leave  his  rank.  The 
march  muft  be  fo  regulated  that  the 
troops  may  advance  three  Englifh 
miles  in  an  hour  and  a  quarter. 
The  troops  ftiould  always  confider 
themfelves  as  if  in  the  prefence  of 
an  enemy.  The  line  of  march 
muft  never  be  lengthened,  if  it  can 
be  avoided.  The  proper  clofene& 
of  the  march,  on  all  occafions,  is  a* 
point  of  the  higheft  confequence. 
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The  troops  muft  march  on  the 
greatell  front  the  roads  or  overtures 
will  allow.  The  line  of  carriages 
muft  at  nolimc  flop,  whatever  ac- 
cidents may  happen  to  any  indi- 
vidual one ;  but  luch  carriage  muft 
inftantiy  be  drawn  on  one  fide,  and 
^cpaire4  if  poliible.  The  officers 
commanding  the  feveral  divifions  of 
carriages,  will  be  anfwerable  for  the 
ftri^  obfervance  of  this  article,  a 
ftiilure  of  which  might  ftop  and  en- 
danger a  whole  army. 

"  From  the  unremitting  zeal  and 
ardour  of  the  troops,  every  fuccefs 
may  be  hoped  for.  In  many  fitu- 
ations  our  objed  will  be  in  flop- 
ping the  progrefs  of  an  enemy,  if 
fuperiorin  number,  and  endeavour- 
ing to  penetrate  into  the  country; 
inftead  of  keeping  all  our  forces 
coUefted,  to  oppofe  him  in  front, 
to  allot  a  part  only  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  and,  by  throwing  the  reft  in 
different  bodies  on  his  flanks,  and 
even  in  his  rear,  as  he  advances,  to 
circumfcribe  his  movements,  and, 
by  unremitting  attacks,  to  make  his 
progrefs  flow  and  uneafy.  This 
will  not  be  difficult  to  attain,  ftiould 
his  march  be  confined  to  the  great 
roads  of  the  country,  from  the  ex- 
teniion  of  his  columns,  and  as  an 
attack  anywhere  would  neceflarily 
make  a  ftop  everywhere.  Should 
he  endeavour  to  open  parallel 
routes,  and  to  march  in  feveral  con- 
ne^ed  columns,  this  operation 
could  be  much  retarded,  would  oc- 
cafion  great  delay  in  point  of  time, 
and  give  us  great  advantage  in  af- 
fembling  and  increafing  our  num- 
bers. 

"  In  oppofme  the  enemy  in  this 
manner  every  thing  will  depend  on 
^he  alertnefs  of  the  troops,  the  light- 
ji^fs  of  their  equipment,  and  their 
being  freed  from  every  incumbrance 


of  baggage,  carriages,  or  even  a  nu- 
merous artillery.     It  will  depend 
on  the  nature  of  the  ground  how 
far  the  cavalry  can  give  fupport, 
on  fuch  occafions,  to  the  infantry; 
but  in  general  they  will  be  defined 
to    annoy   and    circumfcribe    the 
flanks  of  the  enemy's  march.    In 
carrying  on  this  kind  of  war  the 
troops  would  hardly  ever  be  able  to 
encamp  but  when  it  was  apparent 
that  the  enemy,    from    neccffity, 
would  be  obliged  to  remain  in  feme 
particular  fltuation,  or  that  we  took 
up  a  iituation  that  was  to  be  main- 
tained.    For  this  ftate  of  aftion  we 
muft    always    be  prepared,    and, 
though,  while  it  lafts,  exceedingly 
fevcre  for  the  troops,  muft  be  more 
than  equally  diftrefling  for  the  ene- 
my, as  his  difficulty  muft  increafe 
the  further  he  advances  into  the 
country;  and  whenever  he  becomes 
obliged  to  cftablifli  a  chain  of  pofts 
to  keep  up  his  communication  with 
the  pomt  from  which  he  originally 
departed,  fuch  pofts  will  certainly 
be  forced  and  cut  off,  and  l?e  there- 
by reduced  to  the  greateft  extremi- 
ty, while  the  country,  open  to  our 
rear,  will  afford  us  every  help  and 
affiftance,  and  enable  us,  when  he 
arrives  at  a  certain  point,  and  when 
it  is  judged  proper,  with  united  and 
increafed  force,  to  attack  and  ut- 
terly defeat  him." 
f  - —^ 

Vie  Prm  if  the  late  Mr.  Thellufm  has 
been  Jirffved  in  Tkdvrs  Commons*  Th 
Heads  ofvAich  are  asfoBvui : 

To  his  wife  he  beq-ueaths  300 
guineas,  to  be  paid  at  the  expira- 
tion of  ten  days  after  his  death,  to- 
gether with  all  his  jewels,  watches, 
^nd  trinkets,  a^d  his  ftock  of  wine, 
corn,  hay,  and  ftmw.     He  alfo 
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leaves  in  truft  for  her  ufe,  all  his 
capital  meflbage  at  Plaiftow,  with 
all  the  lands,  grounds,  gardens, 
hoifehold  furniture,  and  one  thou- 
fand  four  hundred  ounces  of  plate. 
Upon  her  death  or  marriage  the 
faid  property  to  be  fold,  and  the 
money  arifing  from  fuch  fale  to 
compofc  part  of  the  refidue  of  his 
cftate:  he  likewife  bequeaths  to 
her  the  annual  fum  of  2, 1 40l.  dur- 
ing her  life,  provided  flie  remains 
fingic  during  that  time;  but  in  cafe 
of  her  lecond  marriage,  he  leaves 
her  only  the  dividends  of  5,500l. 
bank  ftock,and  3001.  lone  annuities; 
and  in  that  cafe  direas  the  re- 
mainder of  the  above  legacy  to  be 
divided  between  his  three  fons  and 
his  three  daughters. — The  above 
5,5001.  in  cafe  of  fuch  fecond  mar- 
riage, at  her  death  to  devolve  to  his 
fix  children,  in  fuch  manner  as  his 
wife  may  dire6t  by  her  lad  will;  and 
the  1,400  ounces  of  plate  to  be  di- 
vided among  his  three  fons,  and 
their  iflue,  with  the  benefit  of  fur- 
vivorihip. 

To  his  brother-in-law,  the  Rev. 
'Matthew  Woodford,  Archdeacon 
ofWinchefter,  James  Stanley,  Efq. 
of  Queen's  Square,  Barrifter  at 
Law,  and  Emperor  John  Alex- 
ander Woodford,  of  Queen-ftreet, 
Efq.  each  the  fum  of  300  guineas, 
as  a  token  of  his  acknowledgment 
to  them  for  their  trouble  in  the 
execution  of  his  will. 

To  each  of  his  fcrvants  living 
with  him  at  his  death,  and  who  had 
been  fo  for  twelve  months,  half  a 
year's  wages,  befides  what  might  be 
<Hic  to  them. 

To  his  three  fons,  7,600j.  each^ 
in  order  to  make,  with  what  he  had 
before  given  to  them,  the  fum  of 
23,0001.  with  a  Imall  annuity  in  the 
French  funds. 


To  his  executors,  at  the  death  or 
marriage  of  his  wife,  15001.  bank 
flock,  and  2001.  long  annuities  in 
truft,  for  the  ufe  of  his  daughter, 
Maria,  the  wife  of  the  Hon.  Au- 
guftus  Phipps,  and  to  her  children, 
according  to  her  difpofal.  In  cafe 
fhe  ihould  die  without  iflue,  it  is 
then  to  be  divided  between  his  two 
other  daughters. 

The  fum  of  12,0001.  in  truft  for 
his  daughter  Ann  (the  intereft  to  . 
be  paid  her  while  (he  remains  An- 
gle) fubje6t  to  the  condition  of  her 
marrying  with  the  confent  of  her 
mother  and  the  two  executors ;  in 
cafe  of  her  marrying  without  fuch 
confent,  flie  is  only  to  be  entitled 
to  the  fum  of  20001.  and  lOOl.  long 
annuities;  and  part  of  the  remaind- 
er of  the  12,0001.  is  to  fink  into  the 
refidue  of  his  eftate,  and  the  other 
part  is  to  be  divided  between  his 
two  daughters. 

To  his  daughter  Augufta  Char- 
lotte,  1,5001.  bank  ftock,  and  2001. 
per  annum  long  annuities,  fubjeft 
to  the  fame  conditions  and  reftric- 
tions  as  the  legacy  to  his  daughter 
Ann. 

He  then  particularizes  feverial 
annuities  which  he  was  poflfefled  of 
in  the  French  funds,  which,  with 
the  arrears  due  on  them,  he  leaves' 
to  his  fons  and  daughters. 

His  houfe  and  warehoufe  in  Phil- 
pot-lane  he  leaves  to  his  fons,  un- 
der certain  conditions.  The"  pro- 
vifions  which  he  has  made  for  his 
faid  fons,  the  will  obferves,  are 
fufficient  to  procure  them  comfort ; 
and  he  intreats  them  to  avoid  of-  - 
tentation,  vanity,  and  ponapous 
Ihcw,  and  to  be  induftrious,  as  the' 
beft  fortune  they  can  pofTefs. 

To  the  wives  of  his  three  fons^ 
his  daughters,  and  fome  others,  hb 
leaves  a  ring  ef  501.  value;  and  to 
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his  fifter-in-law»  Sophia  Woodford, 
one  of  251.  value. 

To  his  eldettfon,  P.  J.  Thelluf- 
fon,  after  his  mother's  death,  he 
gives  his  family  pictures,  &c.  To 
Sis  fon  G.  W.  Thelluflbn,  his  gold 
ieal  with  the  family  arms ;  the  gold 
fnrff-box  which  Louis  XV.  gave  to 
his  father,  containing  the  portrait  of 
the  Dauphin,  father  to  Louis  XVI; 
the  filver  medal,  a  copy  of  the 
gold  one  given  to  his  father  by 
the  city  of  Geneva ;  alfo  the  large 
filver  coifee-pot  and  falver,  given 
to  h'm  by  the  faid  city,  witn  the 
arms  of  Geneva  thereon.  To  his 
fon  Charles,  a  gold  watch  made 
by  Mudge,  with  three  feals  mount- 
jed  in  gold. 

The  remainder  of  his  plate,  pic- 
turo6,  books,  furniture,  &c.  he 
orders  to  be  fold  by  public  auction, 
to  compofc  part  .of  the  refidue  of 
his  e{Vate. 

,^  To  his  executors  and  their  heirs 
ftc  gives  in  trull  the  whole  of  his 
Vorkflurc  eftate,  together  with  the 
Edvowfon  amd  prefeutation  to  the 
church  of  Marr,  to  be  managed  by 
them,  and  to  purchafe  land  with  the 
accumulation  of  the  growing  pro- 
fits till  tlic  grandfon  of  his  prpfent 
grandfon  Charles  (now  an  infant 
only  four  months  old,  and  the  fon 
of  the  teftator's  third  and  youngeft 
fon   Charles)  Ihall  attain  the  age 


*«  1  order  and  dire^,  that,  from 
the   refpe6live  time  or  times  any 
perfon  or  perfons  (hall  become  en- 
titled either  to  any  part  or  {hare,  or 
proportion  of  the  aforefaid  eftates, 
as  well  thofc  hereby  dcvifed,    as 
what  may  hereafter  be  pnrchafed 
in  manner  aforefaid,  as  to  the  whole 
thereof,  he  and  thev,  and  all  claim- 
ing under  him  and  them  refpe^t- 
ively,  ihall  from  thenceforth,  there- 
after, and  at  all  times,  fcverally  ufo 
thefurname  of  ThellulTon  only;  and 
in  default  thereof  I  order  and  diieft 
that   the  faid   feveral   manors    or 
lordfhips,    advowfons,     meflliagcs, 
lands,    tenements,    and    heredita- 
ments, and  real  eftates  heretofore 
devifed,  and  to  be  purchafcd,  Ihall 
be  thereuporv  fold  and  difpofed  of 
by    Matthew     Woodford,     James 
Stanley,  and  Emperor  John  Alex- 
ander Woodford,  and  the  fiirvivors 
or  furyivor  of  them,  and  the  tnif- 
tces  hereafter  to  be  appointed ;  and 
that  the  money  to  arife  and   be 
produced    from   the    fale    there- 
of, be  paid  unto  his  Majefly,  his 
heirs    ajid    foccefTors,     Kings    or 
Queens  of  Englan4,  to  the  ufe  of 
the  finking  fund,  in  fuch  manner 
as  fliall  be  directed  by  aft  of  par- 
liament. 

"  As  I  hnvc  earned  the  fortune 
which  I  now  pofTefs  with  ir*dufhy 
and  honefty,  I  truft  and  hope  that 


of  twenty-one ;  when  the  whole  of   the  legiflature  will  not  in  any  man- 
this  immenfe  property,  valued  now    ner  alter  my  will,  or  the  limitations 


at  near  800,0001.  wiU  be  at  his  dif- 
pofal ;  in  default  of  which  heir  or 
neirs  the  whole  produce  of  the  faid 
eftate  to  be  applied  to  the  ufe  of  the 
iinking  fund,  in  fuch  manner  as  fhall 
he  direft  ed  by  a6t  of  parliament.  The 
right  of  prefentation  to  the  advow- 
fpn  to  belong  to  his  fons  apd  their 
defcendants,  in  regular  rotation,— 
Tiiewill  th^p  proceed)  Uius ; 


thereby  created,  but  permit  my 
property  to  go  in  the  manner  in 
which  I  hereby  difpofe  of  it." 

The  executors  and  exectitrix  are, 
Matthew  Woodford,  James  Stanley, 
Emperor  John  Alexander  Wood- 
ford, and  his  wife.  The  Will  is 
dated  April  2,  1796,  and  occupies 
no  lefs  tiian  twenty-three  fiieets  of 
paper. 
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Irish  Roman  Catholics. 

Some  time  previous  to  the  diflblu- 
tion  of  the  Iri(h  Parliament, 
when  aflfiairs  in  Ireland  bore  a 
very  gloomy  afpeft,  Lords  Ken- 
mare,  Trimbleftown,  and  Fingal 
waited  on  his  Excellency  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  with  the  fol- 
lowing Memorial  on  the  part  of 
the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland: 

To  his  Excellency  Earl  Camden^  Loni 
Lieutenant  ef  Ireland^  the  Memorial 
ef  the  under-Jigned  Noblemett  and 
Gentlemen  cf  his  Majefy^s  Kingdom 
ef  Inland  refjuHfully  reprefents  to 
your  Excellency^ 

<*  np  HAT  notwithftanding  the 
A  fignal  favours  conferred  up- 
on the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland 
under  the  mild  government  of 
our  prefent  Sovereign,  all  which 
fovours  your  Memorialifts  do  with 
the  moft  lively  fenfe  of  gratitude 
acknowledge,  many  difqualifica- 
tions  and  incapacities  ftill  continue 
toafFeA  that  numerous  and  loyal 
portion  oi  his  Majefty's  fubjefe. 

"  Your  Memorialifts  fubmit,  that 
the  condition  of  Ireland  would  in- 
deed be  defperate,  if  its  fecurity  at 
this  moment  were  to  be  fought  ra- 
ther in  the  coercion  than  m  the 
loyalty  of  its  Roman  Catholic  in- 
habitants, who  form  a  confiderable 
majority  of  tliofc  nowanijed  to  re- 
pel the  enemies  of  their  King  and 
country;  of  thofc  who  mult  be 
called  forth  at  every  menacie  of 
daneer,  and  whole  zeal  and  alacritv 
in  their  country's  caufe  have  at  all 
times  been  conlpicuous. 

*♦  To  the  general  fidelity  of  hb 
Majefty's  Catholic  fubjcfts  —  to 
their  well-known  averfion  to  anar- 
chy—to their  tried  attachment  to 
lus  Majefty's  perfon  and  govcra- 


ment,  and  to  the  principles  of  civil 
fociety,  —  your  Memorialifts  beg 
leave  to  add^  as  another  confidera* 
tion,  that  the  grievances  under 
which  they  labour  become  fcvere  in 
proportion  as  precaution  is  unne* 
ceflary,  inafmuch  as  they  immedt* 
ately  aggrieve  the  higher  and  more 
opulent  clafles,  who,  eveti  in  a  ftate 
of  prevalent  diiafTe^ion,  would  be 
bound  by  their  own  intereft,  with* 
out  any  nobler  motive,  to  guard 
againft  the  effe£h  o  an  innovating 
fpirit. 

**  YourMemoriaTifts  refpe6tfully 
fubmit  to  your  Excellency,  that,  in 
confequence  of  the  feveral  a6ts  of 
parliament  pafted  during  the  pre- 
fent reign,  for  the  relief  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's Roman  Catholic  fubje£ts, 
trade,  induftry,  and  th«  purfuits  of 
agriculture,  in  particular,  have  been 
increafed,  much  capital  has  been 
fixed  in  the  country,  and  its  wealth 
and  refources  augmented.  They 
feel  themfelves  juftified  in  inferring 
a  ftill  greater  increafe  of  national 
profpcrity  from  the  repeal  of  all 
exifting  laws  which  aggrieve  the 
exteniive  denomination  of  the  Irilh 
people— laws  which  your  Memori- 
alifts rcfpe(f^lly  contend,  are  only 
calculated  to  create  repining  and 
difcontent  among  meritorious  fub- 
je6b,  to  divert  the  rifing  talents  of 
the  land  from  conftitutional  pur* 
fuits,  to  wound  in  the  mind  of  his 
Majefty's  Roman  Catholic  fubje£te 
the  hopes  of  many,  and  to  reprefs 
the  liberal  ambition  of  all. 

"  Far  be  it  from  your  Excel- 
lency's Memorialifts  tp  ftipulate 
with  their  country  at  a  crifis  of  e« 
mergency,  or  to  entertain  an  opi- 
nion that  their  political  fituation 
ftiould  be  the  meafure  of  their  du- 
ties, or  certain  privileges  the  price 
of  their  exertions.  Should  it  again 
K  4  bccouiQ 
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become  neccflary,  they  arc  ready 
ligain  to  unite  with  their  fellow-fub- 
jeds  in  refifting  the  intnifion  of  an 
^nemy,  who  fecks,  under  infidious 
pretences  to  fubvert  the  iiaj)pine{s 
of  Ireland.  They  do  not  wiih  to 
diftra^  the  public  councils  whilft 
occupied  in  providing  for  the  gene- 
ral fafety: — a  momentous  care,  to' 
which  ail  others  fliould  be  held  fub- 
ordinate. 

**  To  that  general  fafety,  more 
than  to  the  attainment  of  political 
privilege,  voiir  Memorialifts  look  as 
their  chief* motive  for  foliciting  your 
Excellency's  attention  at  the  pre- 
fent  moment,  and  humbly  conceive 
that  they  cannot  too  ftrongly  prefs 
Upon  youi-  Excellency's  confidcra- 
tion,  that  no  mcafure  can  fo  evi- 
dently tend  to  infure  it,  as  that 
which  removes  from  the  minds  of 
the  great  i^ody  of  the  people  every 
impreffion  of  diftrufl  andjealoufy 
ari/ing  from  exclufive  reftri^bions; 
which  impreffion  they  muft  conti- 
nue to  feel  as  long  as  any  clafs  of 
thofe  who  profefs  with  them  the 
^Roman  Catholic  religion,  remain 
on  that  account  the  obi  eft  of  any 
penal  ftatute. 

"  Your  Memorialifts  fubmit  that 
the  removal  of  fuch  impreffion 
w^ould  in  a  very  high  degree  tend 
to  protluce  that  general  ardour  and 
enthufiafm  in  the  public  caufe,  to 
which  alone^  in  the  prefent  alarm- 
ing flate  of  things,  this  kingdom  can 
rationally  look  for  its  fafety  and 
prefervation.  Under  his  convic- 
tion, they  truft  it  will  not  be  deem- 
ed at  this  moment  unfeafonable  to 
folicit,  in  theii  own  and  their  coun- 
try''* behalf,  the  attention  of  his 
Majcily's  government,  and  to  ex- 
prefs  a  hope,  that  for  the  common 
benefit,  and  through  the  favourable 
rfprefentation  of  your  Excelkacy, 


your  Memorialiils  may  again  be  in- 
debted to  the  benignity  of  their 
Prince,  and  again  experience  the 
Jliberahty  of  parliament,  in  a  repeal 
of  the  remaining  laws  which  ex- 
clude the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ire- 
land from  the  political  immunities 
enjoyed  by  their  fellow-fubjects. 
"  And  your  Memoriaiifts,"  &c. 


Trial  if  Mrs,  Ph/toe^  far  the  Murder  f 
Maty  Cox, 

MARY  Benfon,  otherwife  Ma- 
ria Therefa  Phipoe,  was  in- 
dited at  the  Old  Bailey,  for  the 
wilful   murder  of  Mary   Cox,  by 
giving  her  a  wound  on  the  throat, 
and  m  feveral  parts  of  the  body, 
with  a  clafp-knife,,  on   the  25th  oi 
Oftober  laft ;  of  which  wounds  ibc 
languiflied  and  died.     The  prifoner 
refidedin  Garden-ftreet,  Shadwell: 
fhe  was  intimately  acquainted  wlh 
the  deceafed,  and  they  frequently 
vifited  each  other.     On  Wedncf- 
day,  OAober25,  the  deceafed  came 
to  the  lodging  of  the  prifoner,  and 
was  lliewn  up  to  her  apartments, 
which  were  on  the  firft  floor.   Soon 
after  the  deceafed  came,  the  prifd- 
ner  came  down  to  the  miftrefs  of 
the  houfe  (a  Mrs.  Munday)  and 
gave  her  a  guinea,  and  requefted 
Ihe  would  buy  half  a  pint  of  bran- 
dy for  her.     She  did  fo;  but  when 
flie  returned  with  the  liquor  and 
the  change,  (lie  found  the  prifo- 
ner's  roonj-door  locked.      When 
the  prifoner  heard  that  Mrs.  Mun- 
day had  returned  with  the  liquor, 
fhe  called  out  that  fhe  was  not  then 
ready  for  it;  but  that  fhe  would 
come  down  for  it  when  flie  fhould 
be.     Immediately  after  this,  Mrs, 
Munday  heard  a  noife  of  a  violent 
fcuffle  in  the  prifoner's  room,  and 
a  found 
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«  found  from  thence  like  a  perfon 

froaning  with  great  pain.      This 
Tighten ed    her  very  much  s    Ihe 
ran  out,  alarmed  the  neighbours, 
and   brought   in  two  women  with 
her,  a  Mrs.  Macdonald  and  a  Mrs. 
Eyles.     They  proceeded  up  ftairs, 
and  defired  to  be  admitted.    The 
groaning  was  ftifl  heard,  but  faint- 
ly ;  and  the  prifoner  was  heard  to 
fay,  «  Jefus   Chrift  !"      On  their 
enquiry  what  was  the  matter,  the 
prifoner  called  out,  "  The  woman 
was  in  a  fit ;  but  fhe  is  recovered, 
and  I  am  rubbing  her  by  the  fire." 
They   delired   the  door  might  be 
unlocked;  on  which  the  prifoner 
opened  it,  and  laid,  Mrs.  Munday 
might  come   in,  but  nobody  elfe ; 
at  the  fame  time  fhe  defired'that  a 
do£tor  might  be  fent  for;  on  which 
Mrs.  Munday  went  out  for  one. 
The   door  remaining  a-jar,  Mrs. 
Macdonald    puflied   it  open,    and 
^nt  in;  when  the  firft  thing  that 
ftruck  her  was  the  appearance  of 
the  deceafed,  fitting  on  the  ground, 
"  bleeding  like  an  ox,"  and  hold- 
ing up   her    handkerchief  to  the 
wound  on  her  throat.      She  ex- 
claimed, «  What  have  you  been 
about,  Mrs.  Benfon?  has  the  Lord 
left  you  ?     On  which  the  prifoner 
held  up  her  finger,  and  faid,  *♦  Look 
at  my  finger!"  and  was  proceed- 
ing to  tell  fomcthing  about  the 
tranfaftion,  when  the  witnefs,  ter- 
rified atthofe  fhocking  appearances, 
ran  down  flairs  into  the  pafTage. 
She  had  not  been  long  there  when 
fhe  faw  the  deceafed  come  down 
ftairs,  all  over  blood,  and  go  into 
the  kitchen;  the  prifoner  went  after 
her,  and  feemed  to  be  alfifling  her 
*^walk.    About  this  period  Mrs. 
Munday,  two  women,  two  pariih 
wadles,  and  foon  after  a  furgeon, 
came  in.    The  deceafed  was  in  the 


kitchen  at  this  time,  and  the  prifo- 
ner had  withdrawn  to  her  room. 
They  defcribed  her  as  fitting  on  a 
chair  when  they  faw  her,  fupport- 
ing  her  head  with  one  hand,  and 
unable  to  fpeak.  She  was  terribly 
cut  and  mangled,  and  very  bloody. 
One  of  the  beadles  was  particularly 
attentive  to  her.  She  by  figns  re- 
quefled  him  to  put  his  hands  into 
her  pocket.  He  took  a  watch  out 
of  it,  which  fhe  in  the  fame  man* 
ner  defired  he  would  take  care  of. 
She  was  afked  whether  it  was  the 
woman  above  flairs  (meaning  the 
prifoner)  that  had  ufed  her  fo? 
Her  motions  were  fuch  as  appeared 
to  indicate  an  aflirmative  anfwer. 
To  the  queition,  if  fhe  had  cut  off 
the  prifoner's  finger,  the  anfwer 
was  in  the  negative.  The  furgeon 
defcribed  heri  to  have  received  fe- 
veral  wounds,  any  fingle  one  of 
which  was  fufficient  to  kill  her. 
She  was  fhortly  after  taken  to  the 
London  hofpital.  The  attention 
of  the  parties  was  then  dire^led  to- 
wards the  prifoner.  She  was  up 
fbirs.  Dunbar,  among  others, 
went  up.  He  afked  her  how  fhe 
came  to  ufe  the  poor  woman  fo  ? 
To  which  file  replied,  "  I  believe 
the  Devil  and  my  paflion  bewitched 
me."  He  perceived  a  cafe-knife 
lying  on  the  table,  which  was 
bloody ;  he  afked  her  if  it  was  with 
that  fhe  had  wounded  the  deceafed  ? 
She  anfwered  in  the  affirmative. 
With  refpe(a  to  the  cutting  off  her 
finger,  which  then  lay  upon  the  ta- 
ble, fhe  faid  it  was  cut  off  by  Mrs, 
Cox,  the  deceafed.  He  then,  by 
her  dire6Hons,  took  charge  of  fome 
money  and  notes,  which  fhe  had  a- 
bout  her,  and  in  the  apartment.  She 
was  foon  after  alfo  taken  to  the 
London  hofpital.  A  t  this  place  fhe 
was  fearched,  when  aclafped  knife, 
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with  t  flarp  poioied  blade  of  about 
fo«r  inches  long,  wts  found  infide 
Isier  ftays,  which  was  all  over  bloody. 
She  expreQed  an  unwillingnefs  to 
be  fearched.  Her  behaviour  Tub- 
feqpently  at  the  hofpital  was  fuch 
90  to  render  the  difcipline  of  the 
fbait  waiftcoat  neceflary.  The 
iiirgeon  above  mentioned  examined 
the  pri£[>ner*8  hand  and  fingers.  He 
was  of  opinion  that  the  finger  could 
not  be  cut  off  in  fighting  or  fbiir- 
cling  with  another  perfon,  becauTe 
h  appeared  to  be  regularlv  cheeped 
^,  as  if  laid  fairly  on  a  block.  The 
part  and  the  bone  was  cut  flraight 
through,  and  not  in  the  leail  hack- 
ed or  mangled.  He  obferved  that 
tke  deceafedy  at  the  time  fhe  was 
fpoken  to  in  the  kitchen,  appeared 
to  be  perfe^ly  coUe^ed,  'although 
unable  to  fpeak.  The  dcceafed  dl- 
•d  IB 'the  London  hofpital,  after 
Janguifhing  a  (hort  time.  One  of 
the  furgeons  appeared,  who  had  no 
doubt  of  the  woimds  fhe  received 
being  the  caufe  of  her  death.  And 
the  magiftrate,  who  attended  to 
fake  her  depofitions  at  the  hofpital, 
which  were  given  in  the  preicnce 
^the  prifioner,  flated  that  flie  was 
very  ieafible  and  collefted,  and  at 
the  fame  time  convinced  of  her  ap- 
poachingdiffi>lution.  Thefe  exa- 
minadons  were  read  b^  the  clerk  of 
the  court,  and  fhited,  in  fubftance, 
that  the  deceafed  went  to  the  prifo- 
ner's  apartments  in  confequence  of 
her  own  appointment.  They  were 
in  treaty  for  fome  articles,  as  a  gold 
watch,  fome  linen,  china,  &c.  For 
thefe  ilic  paid  her  1 U-  Sonic  cof- 
fee*aips  lay  on  tJie  mantle-piccc ; 
the  deceafed  afkcd  for  one  of  them ; 
the  prifoner  -defired  her  to  take  it 
off;  but  while  flie  was  doing  this, 
the  prifoner  ran  to  her  and  flabbed 
her  m  the  thr oai  with  a  kuife  i  0ie 


then  got  herdown  on  the  bed ;  flic 
gave  her  a  great  number  of  wounds, 
and  faid,  ^'  You  bitch,  I  will  kiU 
you  out,  you  (hall  not  be  able  to  tell 
your  own  fiory."  The  depofitions 
were  regularly  figned  and  attelled* 
The  evidence  for  the  profecution 
was  materially  to  the  above  effect. 
The  prifoner,  in  her  defence,  en- 
tered into  a  long  detail  of  circum* 
fiances,  which  fhe  folemnly  averred 
had  taken  place,  and  which  gave 
rife  to  the  cataftrophe.  After  flat- 
ing  the  particulars  of  the  treaty  they 
were  engaged  in  for  the  watch,  &c. 
file  faid  they  differed  materially  as 
to  terms.  This  gave  rife  to  an  al- 
tercation, which  the  deceafed  ter* 
minatcd  by  faying,  **  I  fuppofe  you 
want  the  money  to  go  to  London  to 
be  Courtois's  whore  aeain,  as  was 
proved  at  the  Old  Bafley."  The 
prifoner  anfwered,  It  was  a  damned 
lie :  upon  which  very  w^rm  lan- 
guage enfued.  In  the  end,  the  de- 
ceafed, fhe  faid,  fnatched  up  a  green 
handled  knife,  and  cut  off  herforc* 
finger.  She  was  immediately  co- 
vered with  blood;  fhe  faw  her  fin- 
ger lying  on  the  ground,  and  her 
paflion  lo  far  maflered  her  that  fhe 
knew  not  what  fhe  did  j  flie  might 
have  attacked  the  deceafed,  but  her 
tremor  and  confufion  were  fo  ereat 
that  fhe  had  not  the  leafl  recollec- 
tion of  what  fhe  did  at  the  moment. 
The  firfl  thine  fhe  could  recoiled 
was,  that  fomcbody  put  fome  liquor 
down  her  tliroat;  (he  then  heard  a 
cry  of  murder :  fhe  was  foon  after 
fcized  and  fearched,  and  taken  to 
the  hofpital.  Befides  the  finger  be- 
ing  cut  off,  fhe  had  feveral  cuts  in 
her  arm.— The  remainder  of  the 
defence  related  to  her  treatment  at 
the  hofpital,  and  her  exchanging 
forgivenefs  with  the  deceafed.  This 
^ddreli  was  of  confiderable  length, 
1  and 
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Und  fpoken  with  a  great  deal  of  e^fe 
And  colle6bednefs.    She  called  feve- 
ral  times  on  the  Supreme  Being  to 
witnefs  the  truth  of  what  (he  had 
related.     The  evidence  being  co|ii 
eluded,  Mr.  Baron  Perryn  entered 
on  his  charge  to  thejvuy,  which  con- 
filled  chiefly  of  a  fummary  of  the  e- 
vidence  on   both  fides ;  and,  from 
the  general  drift  of  lus  obfervations 
throughout  the  charge,  his  Lord- 
ftup  leemed  to  think  that  the  plea 
of  inianity  could  not  avail  the  pd* 
foner ;  (he  had  exhibited  no  marks 
of  it,  as  appeared  by  the  evidence, 
at  any  period  during  the  whole  tran- 
fadion;  and  under  this  impreffion 
he  feemed  to  entertain  no  doubt  of 
her  guilt.     On  the  prifoner's  de- 
fence they  were  to  cxercifo  their 
judgment,  and  to  conlider,  in  com- 
panng  it  with  the  general  tenor  of 
the  evidence,  if  it  could  be  found- 
ed in  truth.    Whatever  doubts  they 
might  entertain,    they    would  of 
courfe  give  the  prifoner  the  benefit 
of  them.     The  jury  retked  for  a* 


boot  twenty  mintites,  and  at  thtir. 
return  found  her  Guilty.  After  a 
{hort  interval,  Mr.  Baron  Perryli 
proceeded  topafsthe  awful  fentence 
of  the  law  upon  the  unkippy  wo- 
man. He  prefisieed  it  by  fimply  oli» 
fcrving  that  flie  was  convi^ed  upoa 
very  urong  evidence— he  had  ijo 
doubt  of  the  propriety  of  the  ver- 
dict •^  it  appeared  to  him  that  &e 
had  btirbarouily  murdered  her 
friend,  and  a  woman  with  whom 
ihe  had  always  been  on  the  beft 
terms.  The  fentence  was  thea 
paf?ed  in  the  ufual  form,  fixing  the 
next  Monday  for  its  execution ;  af* 
tcr  which  the  body  to  be  gi^en  to 
the  furgeons  for  difledion.  The 
unhappy  Mr$.  Benfon  heard  the 
fentence  with  the  utnipft  CQmpo* 
fure,  not  to  fay  indifferencej  in- 
deed (he  feeined  rather  hardened, 
and  exprefled  fpme  language  re^ 
fpe<f^qg  the  deci^on  of  3ie  court; 
which  we  feel  oiufelves  notwar* 
ranted  in  reciting.  She  waaexe* 
cuted  on  the  Monday  following* 
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^n  'A<coimt  if  the  net  Produce  efthe  Taxes  fir  one  Year  ending  tie  5th  tfjnfyj 
1797,  difiinguifiiing  the  Duties  imjiofed  in  1793,  1794,  1795,  1796,  «»/ 1797. 


Confolidated  Cuftpms 
Confolidatcd  Excife 
Confolickted  Stamps 


2,671,995     6  11 
7,172,361    14     8j 
1,359,625  18     6 


Total    •    X.  1 

1,203,983     0 

li 

Incidents. 

Confolidated  Letter  Money 

^ 

156,000    0 

0 

T>\tto         Salt 

• 

369,909     4 

2 

Seizures 

• 

17,844     3 

21 

ProiFers            •           .            . 

• 

375   12 

9 

Compofitions 

* 

1     6 

8 

Alum  Mines 

«           •- 

960     0 

0 

Letter  Money 

• 

325,000    0 

0 

Sixpence  Dedu^ionon  Penfions 

• 

51,525     0 

0 

One  Shilling  ditto  on  Salaries 
Hawkers  and  Pedlars               -       , 

.   * 

32,434     6 

^\ 

. 

3,070     0 

o 

Hackney  Coaches  and  Chairs,  1711 

• 

12,000     0 

0 

Ditto              ^       ditto     1784 

^         » 

12,000     0 

0 

Four-wheeled  Carriages 

• 

150,901    14 

8i 

Two-wheeled    ditto 

• 

47,577   18 

2i 

Houfes  and  Windows 

. 

342,518  13 

1| 

Inhabited  Houfes       "     - 

. 

159,927     I 

7i 

Firfl  Fruits  of  the  Clergy 

« 

3,833  19 

7f 

Tenths                    ditto 

* 

9,862     5 

8i 

Lottery  Licences 

.. 

00    0 

0 

Arrears  of  Waggons 

.* 

14     8 

5 

Ditto     Carts 

^. 

723  11 

6^ 

Ditto     Men  Servants 

. 

3   15 

0 

Ditto     Female  Servants 

•     '    ' 

1244     4 

7 

Ditto     Houfes  and  Windows,  1747  and  1758 

00     0 

0 

Rent  of  a  Light-houfe 

. 

6  )3 

4 

Horfes 

- 

108,635   17 

1} 

Male  Servants 

• 

96,239     9 

\\ 

Alienation  Duty 

Total       X.  ] 

1,721     8 

8 

1,904,330  14 

"i 

Duties firo  anno  1793. 

Duties  pro 

amo  1794. 

X.         s.     d. 

X.        s. 

d. 

BritiQi  Spirits           66,147     0     0 

Sugar  1791      • 

242,262     3 

!* 

Foreign  ditto         151,911     0    0 

Game  Duty 

16,838      1 

4 

218,058     0    Q 


Carried  over    259,100    4    7^ 
BUIs 
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Brought oVer 

Bills  and  Receipts 
101.  pet  cent. 
iiiti&iSpiritsl794 
Foreign  ditto 
Spirit  Licences 
Glafs  .        . 
Bricks  and  Tiles, 

(Cuftoms) 
Ditto  (Excife) 
Paper  Excife    - 
Ditto  Cuftoms     - 
States 
Attomies  Articles 


APPENDIX    TO 


259,100 

38,245 
105,218 

66,H7 1 
148,28» 


J. 

0 
3 

10 
0 
0 


N  295 
60,140 
77,09(5 

5,981 
16,603 
17,630 


17 

0 

0 

15 

13 

2 


839,159 

Duties p^  OHMO  1795. 

Britifh  Spirits      -     66,630 
Foreign  ditto  148,192 

Wine  -        285,830 

Sweets        -  5,759 

Cocoa  -  21,029 

St?imp^  -  47,539 

Ship  Policies  96,884 

Hair  Powder  Cer- 
tificates     -        191,476 
Receipts  -  6,925 

Fruits  -         126,527 

Tea  -  197,398 

Coals  -  25,066 

Produced  by  the 
reftri^tion  on 
franking 


J. 
6 

9 
6} 
0 
O 


4J,685     0    0 


0 
0 
10 
4 
9 


8    M 


0 

a 

<T 
0 
0 
13 
4 

5 

9 
0 
0 


Dutiajirb  a»i9  1796. 

ttorfes  -        ^  45,795 

Tobacco  -  .  164,063 
Horfe  Dealers  Li- 
cences .  1,032 
Wines  (Excife)  198,829 
Wines  (Cuftoms)  221,7 13 
Sweets  -  5,01 1 
Legacies 


O 
0 

12 
0 
0 
0 


t) 
0 
0 
X) 
O 

r 
1 

0 

1 

8 
0 
2X- 


40,000-    0     0 
1,259,256  16     7| 


0 
0 

0 
O 

H 


22,529     9 


0 

0 
15 


L.        I 
Brougbtforward  636,443  12 

Hats  -  ^  "^    " 

Two  Shillings  ad- 
ditional duty  on 
H<irfes 

Dogs 

lOl.  per  cent. 

Saved  by  reducing 
the  AUo\yance 
for  Wafte  on 
Salt 

Redu<?Hon  on  the 
Drawbacks  on 
the  Exportation 
of  Sugar 


59,590 
36,265 
84,959 


H 
o 


o 

a 

10 


32/)0O    o    e 


116,676     5     S 
997,4^4     2    9i 


Duties  Jtfoanw  1797- 


Britiih  Spirits 

Foreign  dido 

Auctions 

Deeds 

Cocoa 

51.  per  cent 

Stage  Coaches 

Sugar 

"Bricks " 

Tea 


55,297 
45,864 
11,687 
35,828 
1,965 

500 
13,953 
29,747 

2^1 
117,319 


O 
O 

o 
a 
o 

6 

o 

o 
o 


312,431     6     Oi 


Totals. 

Total  Cuftoms, 

Excife,     add 

Stamps          11,203,983  0 

Ditto  Incidents  1,904,330  14 
Ditto  Duties/rp 

anm  1793  218,058  0 

Ditto  ditto  1794  839,159  8 

Ditto  ditto  1795  1,259,256  16 

Ditto  ditto  1796  997,464  2 

Ditto  ditto  1797  312,431  6 


Si 
O 


Carried  forward  636,443  12    3| 


16,731,683     8     Sj 
James  Fisher^t 
Exckqm^Jtily  13M,  1797.  ^ 
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2001.  8nd  under  250l. 
2501.  3001, 

3001.  5501. 

3501.  400L 

4001.  and  tipwtrds 


T9tk  Ilmmraile  the  Knighs^  CHnsau^ 

Jn  Jccnmt  ^the  Number  ifftrfim  vA» 
pt^  AffeJfidTaxu  ;  difiingui/hingthe 
fame  inf  ClaJ/es^  acceding  U  the 
Ammmt^fnm  Six  Shillings  to  Four 
HwmlreJ  Fomuls  aid  vpwardsy  An* 


IS 


4 

a 


Under          6s.  190^122 

^.  and  under      10s.  1 29,563 

10s. 

15s.   57,716 

15s, 

11.           40,218 

11. 

11.    5s.  33,055 

IL    5s. 

11.  lOs.  32,064 

11.  10s. 

11.  15s.  28,283 

11.  15s. 

21.           24,171 

21. 

21.    5s.  22,060 

21.    5^. 

21.  109.  17,451 

21.  10s. 

21.  15s.    16,517 

21.  15$. 

31.            15,563 

31. 

31.  10s.  25,846 

31.  lOs. 

41.           18,856 

41. 

41.  10b.    16,753 

41.  lOs. ' 

51.            13,881 

51. 

6L           22,220 

«1. 

71.            15,4€8 

71. 

.    81.            10,500 

81. 

91.              8,164 

9L 

lOl.             7,378 

lOl. 

121.  10s.  12,712 

121.  10s. 

151.             7,991 

151. 

171.  10s.     5,035 

1/1.  10s. 

20L             3,3^ 

20L 

251.             4,21 1 

25L 

30L             3,417 

30L 

351.             2,544 

351. 

401.              1,701 

40!. 

451.          .   1,106 

451. 

50L                 807 

501. 

601.              1,006 

601. 

701.                704 

701. 

801.                 382 

801. 

901.                268 

9(A. 

l.OOl.                193 

1001. 

1501.                 3:18 

UOk 

«»ii           ni 

Total  number  <jf  perfofis  1  ^^^ ,  «-^ 
paying  AiTefled  Taxes  J^^^>^^ 
Charles  Deiilikg. 
Barne  Barnb. 
£dw.  Medows. 
H-  Hayes. 

Office  for  Taxesy 
mth  rf  November  J  1797. 

J.  HUNTEK. 


^^  J9€€otm^  0^  the  Amokitf  tf  th§-  MUte 
acce/ited  hy^  tlie  Treafury  during  tit 
Year  1796,  andhyuihom  dnnun^ 

BY  the  commiilioners  at 

the  Windward  and  Lee- 
ward Iflands  .  X.  723^84 
From  St.  Domingo  -  2^2 1  l/)6d 
From  Corfica  and  the  Me* 

ditenanean  -  435^6 

From  Jerfey,  Guemfey, 

and  Alderney         -  QO^Vt^ 

From  Saint  Vincent  and 

Grenada  -  74,159 

From  the  continent,  by 

Commiflary  -  General 

Brooke  Watfon's    de- 

putics  -  187,631 

By    S.  Drewry,    deputy 

commiflary  to  the  army, 

under  the  command  oi 

General  Doyle  -  l^fiM 
By  Coioacl  Nelbit,  infpec- 

tor  general  of  foreign 

corps  -  187,1  IJ 

By  Colonel  Crawfofd,  oa 

accouat  of  th&Prhice  of 

Condi's  army  -  55 1 ,89©' 
By  Claude  Scbtt  for  wheat  21 1,673 
On  Claude  Scott  for  wheat  1 47,862 
By  Meflb.  Boyd,.B«ifiakl^ 

and  Co.  .  >23»878 

Caitieddyet    -    L.:^o'ii^i%% 
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Brought  over    Z.  5,031,133  JL      i.    d. 

By  the  Imperial  Bank           100,000  Bounties  for  railing 

Mifcellaneous,    including  feamen        -        23,648  16    7{ 

Governor's  allowances  Thomas  Irving, 

paid  to  Toulonefe,  &c.  219,373  Infpc6lor  General  of  the  Importi 

■     '—  and  Exports  of  Great  Britain. 

Total     .     L.  5,350,506  March  3^/,  1797. 


Amount  ofth  Sums  Jmid  during  the  Year 
ending  tlie  5  th  of  January  y  1 7  91^  from 
the  Revenue  of  Cujloms^  an  account  if 
Bounties fw  Corn  im/mrtedy  «•  Bounties 
for  raifng  Seamen. 

X.         J.     d» 
Bounties  on  corn 

imported        573,4r(r  4*  9J 


L  The  Fvrfi  Report  from  the  Commhtee  ap- 
pointed to  take  into  Confideration  iU 
Means  tfpomotinp  the  Cultivation  arJ 
Improvement  of  the  IVaftcy  UrnncJo/'ed^ 
ami  UnpToduhive  I^inds^  and  the  Com- 
man  Arable^  Meadcnv^  and  Pafiure 
Lands^  will  he  found  under  the  head 
j^Ufeful  Projeds,  in  this  volume,] 


Statement  of  Services  and  Grants^  made  out  from  the  Journals  of  Parliamentyfrom 
the  Year  1722  to  1797. 


Year*. 

17*3 
.  »7H 

1716 

17*7 

i7iS 

1729 

1730  . 

1731 

I73» 

1733 

>734 

1735 

1736 

"737 
1738 
1739 
t740 
1741 
1741 

»743 

1744 
X74S 
X746 

'1 747 
1748 
1749 
2753 
1751 

175» 
*1753 
X7S4 


Total  Services. 

1.        s.  d. 

2y666,s9$     9  t 

1,926,5^1  16  II 

1,918,092  18  4 

1,094,132    8  II 

3,409,696     X  2 

3,444^518  13  8 

4,6x8,947    6  7 

3,654,798    7  t 

2,65^,462    8  6 

2,901,985  15  II 

2,COZ,242    II  9 

a»075»307    o  " 

4^)14,768     6  2 

3,280,262    2  8 

2,417,908  II  5 

3,283,882  II  2 

3»43*>7i7  19  7 

2,787,719    9  10 

4,024,560  17  9 

5,267,030    7  5 

6.137,507  17  6 

6,181,026     6  10 

6,763,421  18  3 

6»5^3,i94  16  6 

7,385»378    4  7 

9»934»336  17  9 

10,620,186    9  6 

S»"5>736    5  3 

4,3H»323  19  .1 

6,i94»793     «  ^ 

4,131,964  10  II 

Mi4»973  14  i 

8,541,006     I  II 


Total  Grants. 
1.        s. 

2,600,872  13 
1,869,220  5 
1,778,859  2 

'  1*748,543  6 

3,257,046  13 

3,139,068  15 

4>5i5>757  15 

3»5«9>35*  6 

2,521,149  14 

3.0^7,815  18 

1,880,847  8 

1,787,963  »5 
3,978,362  10 
3,259,165  13 

2»355»507  7 
3,255,561  6 
3,552,169  17 
2,876,451  17 
4,064,149 
5,003,298 
6,150,000 
6,061,092 
6,586,000 

6,57i>i44  13 
7,250,000  o 
9,362,508  19 
10,050,000  o 
4,750,000  o 
4,268,526  10 
6,140,041  16 
4, 1 50,000  o 
2,422,9x1  8 
«i544i348    1 


Deficiency  of  Grants, 
s.    d. 

^^    t 
II    S 

2    8 


5 
o 

10 
o 
4 
5 

10 

10 
o 

II 
3 
4 
9 
7 

10 
o 

5 

o 
8 
o 

2 
o 
o 

3 

I 

o 

4 

X 


1. 

65,422 

57,331 

I39>*33 

345*589 

160,306 

305*749 
103,189 
115,446 
^34,3" 


"1*395 
287,343 
36,405 
21,096 
62,401 
28,321 


3    4. 
5    » 

'^  i 

3  6 

4  " 


263,731  17    7 


119,934 

177,421 

11,950 

I35»378 

571,82^ 

570,186 

375*736 

65,797 

54*75 « 


5    5 


Overplus. 
L    u    4. 


ic4t83o 


119,451  17  9 

88,722    7  10 

39,588  16  i;^ 

«»f49»    i  5 


x8>035  9  o 
7*937  H  » 
3,341  19    a 
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Tmhl         J  ond  Service!* 

L        t.    if- 

175c       4*»4X,oc4  16 

1756  6,93^,^96  18  I 

1757  8»4io,8«»  8 
m^  io»9tt,540    1 

»759  i3»to^>555    » 

17^0  i5,94»,iJ7    4 

1761  19,2 13,680  15. 

1761  i8j6»5,o4^  II 

1763  ]<H246,6o9  9 
17^  7,722,657  14 
176c  7»9*9»337  " 
17W  8,7i9>334  19 
1767  9,108,310  2 
176a  899*^^95  »T 
"1^9        7>3i7>r57    3 

1770  7fBsMl9  i^ 

1771  8^In»l77  13^ 
177ft        8,329,981     2 

1773  6,018,513  " 

1774  7»390f9^  »» 
"775  7^"5»750  5 
1776  io,i95,jt4i  18 

"777  «3>99^>"05  '^ 

1778  rs,4yr,835  n 

1779  17^x8,110    o  x< 

1780  ift^  86^70  10 
"7j«  a5»373»5H  «> 
1782  a4»527»775  "^^ 
17*3  to,oi«,*43  13.  I 

1784  n,449,oro    * 

1785  ICN33«»*»«    »  « 
"786  I3i575»74»  " 
1787  11,950,7*1  »x 
X788  11,666,412  13 

1789  ft»373.989    3 

1790  13,203,816  14 

"791  I5»ai4.599  ^" 

179*  11,179*4*8  ift 

"793  17,799»7«*  «3 

1794  »4.i^#*77  18 

"795  12»75ii49^    4 

"796  3s>ic>i,454    9 

'797  4ftt786,ooo    Q 


TotiiGnnits; 


1. 


4»«37.964 

7*077*065 

8,116,020 

ji,o4f,848 

i3*033>385 
i5»85ft,7oA 

X9»i«i»o67  10 

18,617,895  1 

1^117,120  9 

7.47i»997  9 

7>74"»*"3  5 
8,632,^10  o 
8,801,72^  II 

8,779»6f4  " 
7,264,640  19    9 

7,946,588  13  8 
8,081,^1-  »  f  I 
8,328,471  1  f 
•."45»$6^  o 
7»27:<^i  10 
7,088,401   J  3 

io,i33>954  '« 
I3>957,6ii  16 

I5»3S5'09I  S 
16,717,4^3  o 
I2,i77,9"9  * 
»5>3S3>857  4 
I4,»j5,i73  3  4 
19,985,418  x8  6 
12,515,180  5 
10,105,089  19 

I3,33S»4"7  "I 
11,887,049  XI 

",334»7^a  "5 
11,141,471  o 
12,996,088  II 
i4»8?7»6o8. 13 
111954,103  10 
17,324,696  I 
11,571,105     3 

3«»4o3»54«  13 
j*,<  30,000    o 

4ft470yOOO     o 


Mklency  of  Gnnti. 

1.  2.    d. 

S«o^  6  10 

184,801  i     6 

75,170  o    3 

8^,^10  I  A- 11 

112,613  5     5 

7,15"  9 

129^89  o 

149,060  4 

124,124  7 

96,614  18 

306,514  II 

143,571  6 

33,107  3 


•9,364    a    s 
'»5"o  19  .XI 


1 

11 

7 

1 

4 


8^ 


112,528 

37.34? 
61^288 

38,493 

66,744 

300,687 

8,55" 
19,667 

282,502    . 

36,814  1.5    5 


»a7»"3R  3 
140,314  19 

63,671  18 

331,649  r8 

131,5x7  II 

107,728  3 

466,99©  x8 

»*5»3*5  » 

475,011  13 

x,S9*>97»  «S 

»,347,954  'O 


X 

xo 

3 

& 

X 
o 

4 
10 

3 

9 


161 
(Vrcrplot. 

1.    t.  a. 

^40,568    5    % 
7h30t    3  W 


89>65«  rt    f 
i!26>9^«    7   t 


66,x6t    I 


418,545  «•   JJ 
841000    •*    O 


ToL.  xxxnc*' 
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T^E-itJ^i/i'^^^f''J*  '"™'*«^  time,  to  make  regulation. 

&>.y /ir  \^kFarlu,n^  fGruu  refpeding  the  trade  to  andWSS 

^'^'  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

id  ff  Nt^Kmitr^  1796.  SJ^MarcA,  1797. 

K^I  **V^'  -^^  *°  "^o^e  doubts  refpeaing 

X^**fu'^-  promiffory  notes  of  the  Biik^f 

AAforthe  angmeatation  of  the  tngland/for  payment  of  fum.  of 

4  A.'*       tr  money  under  five  pounds. 

f_1z*2f"?r^*??'*"n  .'»««»'»•  _Aft  to   enable   the  Eaft  Indi* 


°L  !^_   J^*i^'*  .°^  *•?«  ««^   Company  to  taife  money,  by  further 

Scot-    increafing  their  capital  ftock. 


and  army,  in  Englaad  and  Scot 
uuid« 


lUA  ^  Navemler. 
.  Aa  for  enabling  his  Majcfty  to 
mfe  a  provifional  force  of  caval^ 
|o  be  embodied,  in  cafe  of  ncceffity, 
for  the  defence  of  thefe  kingdoms. 
Aa  for  granting  annuities  to  fatif- 
Jy  Navy  and  Exchequer  bills. 


^SJ^  December. 


lOfti  ^MareJL 

Mutiny  aft. 

Aa  for  the  regulation  of  the  ma- 
rine forces  while  on  fhoie. 

Militia  aft. 

Aa  for  increafing  the  rates  of 
fubfiftence  to  be  paid  to  inn-keep- 
ers  and  others  on  quartering  fol- 
diers. 


by 


AA  for  confirming  and  continu* 

Aa  to  "inXm«; A,  f    u      ^        *"^  ^^^  ^  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^  reftriaion 
ac^r        ™«"^nify  fuch  perfons    on  payment  of  cafh  by  the  Bank 


Aa  for  railing  18,000,0001 
^•ay  of  annuities. 


pay. 

Aa  for  r9ifing  14,500,0001. 
way  of  annuities. 

25rf  fMqy. 


bj 


lor  offices  and  employments. 

Adfor  gninling  additional  duties 
ot  excifeon  auftions,  bricks,  cocoa- 
nuts,  Britifli  and  foreign  fpirfts. 
and  tea. 

Aa  for  granting  certain  duties  of 
2X.°"  8'~l«l7?'«s.  ">d  mer-    ment  of  the  ^..„.„.,  „„  .  ,„„„  „, 
WMdize,  imported  mto,  exported    1,600,0001.  to  the  Emperor  of  Ger- 

Sn^  rt'^f'lL?' .*="™**  ™'^-    ™*"y'  ''»<1  *«  "gular  redemption  of 
wrfe  into  Great  ftitam.  the  capital  created  there  by  and,  for 

d,..v^    21!  S«»*'ng  «n  additional   enabling  the  Bank  of  England  to  re- 
Quty  on  flage-coaches.  tain  the  fums  granted  for  repaying 

!Ta.:Z.^J^^\?MJ"^^1  ^4^''i-    »*^ncesmadebythemtothepubUc, 

and  for  Oth*»r  rinmrkli»« 


Aa  for  guaranteeing  the  pay- 
dividends  on  a  loan  of 


onal  duties  on  diffiUeries  in 
laud, 


Scot- 


28rf  rfBecmher. 
^  Aa  for  altering  rates  of  poft- 

fia^I''!.'^'''^  cffeauaUyfecuring 
ftam^diitics  on  deeds.  She   o( 

Att,  authorizing  his  Miy  cfty  for  a   faaon 


and  for  other  purpofcs 

Aa  for  granting  to  loreign  Ihips, 
put  under  his  Majefty's  proteaioh, 
the  privileges  of  prize  Ihips  under 
certain  reftriaions  ;  and  for  allow- 
ing aliens  in  foreign  colonies,  fur- 
rendered  to  his  Majefty,  to  exercife 
the   occupations   of  merchants  or 

1*2  ^  A& 
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AA  for  the  better  p^evfntion  4od 
Jniniflunent  of  allenipts  to  feducQ  . 
perfons  fcrving  in  his  Majcfty's  for- 
ces, by  fea  or  land,  from  their  duty 
and  alle^^ace  to  lus  Majefty,  or  to 
incite  them  to  mutiny  or  duob^di- 
«nco. 

Ad  for  jnor^  effedvaUy  rcftrain- 
Ittg  intercourfe  with  the  crews  of 
certain  of  his  Majefty's  flvips  now 
in  9,  iiate  of  mutiny  and  reb^dn. 

A£t  for  prohibitmg  the  importa 
don  of  cambrics  and  French  lawns 
into  the  kingdom,  not  being  of  the 
manuia^re  of  Ireland,  except  for 
the  purpojGs  of  being  wardiouied  for 
exportatio9. 

AA  to  enable  the  Eafl  India  Com- 
p^n^  to,  pay  the  ei^^^ccs  of  two 
regiments  of  in£uitiy  to  be  laifed 
for  the  defence  and  prote^on  of 
the  houfe  and  warchoufes  of  the  faid 
company,  and  for  fuch  public  fer- 
vices  as  are  mentioned  m  an  aft, 
34  Geo.  III. 

Aft  for  making  the  port  of  San 
Jofeph,  in  the  ifland  of  Trinidad,  a 
nee  port. 

liOdfJ^y  1797. 

Aft  for  granting  to  his  Majeftf  cer- 
tain ftamp  duties  on  the  feveral  mat- 
ters therein  mentioned,  and  for  bet- 
ter fecuring  the  duties  on  certificates 
to  be  taken  out  by  attornies. 
Aft  to  continue  the  alien  aft. 

Aft  for  carrying  into  execution 
the  treaty  of  commerce^  AQ^ity,  and 
navigation,  concluded  between  his 
Majefty  and  the  United  Stales  of 
America. 

Scotch  militis^  aft. 

Aft  for  regulating  the  (hipping, 
and  carrying  of^  flayes  in  Britiui 
veflbls  wm  the  coaft  of  A&ica. 


Ads  ^r  granting  additiooal  da- 
ties  on  inhabited  houfe^  horfies^ 
male  fervants,  ajftomsy  and  deeds. 

Aft  for  granting  certain  duties  oa 
clocks  and  watches. 

Infolv«nt  debtor  aft. 

Lottery  «ft. 

Aft  for  grantii^  200,OOOL  to* 
wfrdfi  the  rcriuftioaL  of  the  national 
4ebt. 

Aft  for  vuking  aHo^wanoes  la 
certain  cafes  to  fuboltem  officers  of 
the  militia  i^  time,  of  pe^ce. 

Aft  for  regulating  the  trade  to  h% 
carried  on  with  the  Britifli  poflef* 
fions  in  India,  by  the  fliips  of  na* 
poM  in  amity  with  his  Majefiy. 

Aft  for  regulating  the  height 
between  decks  of  veSeh  entered 
outwaod&for.the  purpofe  of  (^frying 
Oaves  from  the  coaft  of  Africa. 

Aft  to  iiq>eai  fo  much  of  anaft, 
5th  Geo.  II.  as  makes  negroes  chat*- 
tels  for  the  payment  o|  debts. 

Aft  for  better  preventing  fbmry 
b  transfers  of  flock  at  the  Bank  or 
India  Houfe. 

Aft  for  more  effeftually  prevent. 
inff  the  adminlftering  or  taking  of 
unlawful  oaths. 

Aft  to  make  perpetual  the  Act  foe 
mrevepling  the  committing  of  frauda 
1^  bankrupts. 

Aft  to  prevent  the  coviiterfeit* 
ittg  any  copper  coin  in  this  reain^ 
made  or  to.  be  n^ade  current  by 
proclamation,  or  any  foreign  |^ld 
or  filver  coin ;  and  to  prevent  th« 
bringing  into  this  realm  or  uttering 
any  counterfeit  foreign  gpU  or  fiU 
vcrcoin. 

Aft  to  Ihorten  the  time  now  re* 
quired  for  giving  notice  of  the  royal 
intention  of  his  Majefty,  his  heira 
and  fucceffors,  that  the  parliament 
iliail  meet  and  be  holden  for  lh« 
difpatch  of  bufine&,  and  more  effec* 
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tually  to  provide  for  the  meeting  of 
parliament,  in  the  cafe  of  a  demife 
of  the  crown. 

^  K&,  for  granting  a  further  aidt- 
tional  duty  on  hones. 

A&.  to  enable  his  Majefty  more 
eafily  and  effedually  to  grant  con- 


ditional pardons  to  perfons  under 
fentence,  by  naval  courts  martial, 
and  10  regulate  imprifonnient  under 
fuch  fentences. 

Ad  for  the  Better  adnuniftntiblr 
ofjuIHceat  Calcutta,  Madras,  and 
B6mbay ;  and  for  {jreventing  Bri- 
tiili  fubjeifb  from  being  concerned 
in  loans  to  the  native  princes  in 
India. 


METEOitOLOGICAL  TABLE 
For  tAt  Yittr  179). 


1  Tbermometer.  |  iiaroineier.  *    |    Hygrometer.  |         Rain. 

4 
1 

i 

•a 

'5 

f 

• 

i 

♦i* 

i 

i 

1797 

1 

JS 

M 

f 

1 

1 

1 

s 

^  -S 

-c 
S 

0 

37,7 

C5 
Inches 

30,50 

Inches 
29,52 

0 

Deg. 
85,1 

Deg. 

Deg. 

Deg. 

Deg. 

Inches 

Jan. 
Feb. 

49 

25 

90 

69 

0,960 

50 

25 

37,9 

30,62 

29,37 

30,31 

88 

67 

81,1 

0,219 

Mtrch 

54 

29 

40,2 

30-,42 

29,44 

S9,44 

86 

60 

76,6 

0,777 

April 

65 

35 

47,8 

30,  IS 

29,10 

29,77 

87 

63 

.77,3 

1,859 

May 

78 

40 

55^^ 

30,33 

29,38 

29,89 

90 

61 

75,i 

1,436 

June 

73 

45 

58,6 

30,2J^ 

29,36 

29,86 

85 

64 

74,3 

4,223 

84 

55 

66,7 

30,25 

29,51 

29,96 

83 

64 

74,6 

1,288 

Auguft 

76 

52 

62,6 

30,18 

29,48 

29,87 

88 

66 

76,4 

2,789 

Sept. 

69 

45 

57,5 

30,14 

29,04 

29,75 

90 

65 

79,3 

4,061 

62 

35 

49,6 

30,31 

29,05 

29,83 

90 

67 

81,3 

2,001 

Nov. 

57 

127 

43,4 

30,48 

29,14^ 

29,92 

91 

73 

b5,0 

1,473 

Cec 

56 

30 

43,0 

30,46 

29,07 

29,80 

91 

70 

>^4,5 

1,611 

Whole 

- 

year 

, 

50,0 

29,92 

79,2 

22,697 

*  The  qukkfilver  in  the  bafon  of  ihc  b^romcu^  ts  eighty-pat  fecc  above  (ht 
«\tl  of  low  water  fpriog-tidei  at  Somerfet*hoiiif. 
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SUPPLIES  granted  by  Parliament  for   the 
Year  1797. 

NAVY. 

17  OSoier^  179^.  /.         f.     / 

THAT   120,000  feamen  be  employed,   including 

20/)00  marines. 
The  fum  for  maintaining  them,  including  ordnance 

for  fea  fervice  —  —  6,240,000    0    0 

31  OStAer. 

Provifion  to  fatisfy  nary,  victualling,  and  tranfport 
bills,  made  out  on  or  before  the  27  th  of  Odobcr, 
1796,  aihounting  to  X.  11,995,167  19^.    9d. 

5  Deeemher, 

Jot  the  ordinary  of  the  navy,  induding  half  pay  to  fea 

and  marine  officers  — —  655,573  ^    7 

For  buildings  and  repairs  of  fhips,  and  other  extra 

works  —  —  768,100    0    0 

25  Jpril,  1797. 
Towards  defraying  the  expences,  and  preventing  the 

incrcafe,  of  the  debt  of  the  navy  —  5,000,000    0    0 

8  May. 

To  defray  the  expence  to  be  incurred  by  an  increafe 

to  the  pay  of  me  feamen  and  marines,  and  by  the 

propofed  iflue  of  full  allowance  of  provifions  4-72,000    0    0 


13,033,673     I    7 


ARMY. 

24.  Oaokr^  1796. 

That  60,765  men  be  employed  for  land  fcrvlcc, 
including  5,222  invalids. 


For 
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For  i^uafds,  garrifons,  and  other  land  forces,  in  Great 

Britain,  Jerfey,  and  Gucrnfcy  — 

For  forces  in  the  plantations,  including  Gibraltcr, 

Corfica^  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  New  South 

Wales  —  — 

For  difference  between  tho  Britifh  and  Irilh  pay  of 

fix  regiments  of  foot  for  fervtce  abroad  — 

For  four  troops  of  dragoons,  and  nine  companies  of 

foot,  (lationed  in  Great  Britain,  for  recruiting  regi- 
ments ferving  in  Eaft  India  — 
For  recruiting,  contingencies,  and  allowances,   fpr 

land  forces ;  and  extra  feed  for  the  cavalry 
For  general  and  ftaflF  officers^  and  officers  of  hofpitah 

5  Decemher, 

For  horfc  furniture,  clothing,  and   accoutrements, 

for  augmentation  to  forces  — 

For  allowances  to  feveral  reduced  officers  of  Britifh 

American  forces  ■     ■  ■  — — 

Upon  account  of  reduced  officers  d  ditto  — • 

For  allowances  to  reduced  horfe  guards  — 

For  reduced  officers  of  land  forces  and  marines 
For  the  increafed  rales  of  fubfiftence  to  be  paid  to 

inn-keepers  and  others  on  quartering  foldien 
For  fiill  pay  to  Supernumerary  officers  — 

For  officers  late  in  the  fervice  of  the  States  General 
For  allowances  to  the  paymafier  general  of  the  forces, 

fecretary  at  war,  &c.  &c.  — 

4  4in/,  1797. 

For  the  in  and  out-pen(ioners  of  Chelfea  hofpital,  and 

the  expences  of  the  faid  hofpital  — ^ 

For  penfions  to  widows  of  commiffion^  officers 

To  defray  the  extraordinary  expences  of  the  army, 
from  25th  December  1795  to  6th  December  1796     3,280,513  13    2' 

-  24  A%. 
For  defraying  the  additipnal  charge  of  an  auginenta* 
tion  of  the  pay  and  allowances  of  his  Majefty'i 


1,305,905     1  0 

1,411,231   19  5 

40,096    9  9 

13,335  18  0 

360,000    0  0 

94,195  14  0 

70,000  .0  0 

7,500    O  O 

52,500    0  0 

125     3  4 

118,874  16  9 

180,000    0  0 

136,f)75  14  3 

1,000     0  0 

136,779  17  1 


47,165  10  ll 
11,602    7     3 


land  forces 


224,000    0     o 


Q6JttMs 

*o  defray  the  extraordinary,  expences  of  the  jirmy, 
from  7th  December  to  24th  December  1796  106,962  13 

f  0  defray  the  expence  of  ej^traordinary  fervices  in- 
curred, and  not  paid  previous  to  5th  January  1797       438,000     "O 


Carried  over    8,336,464  14    2 

d  by  Google 
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Brought  over  8,356,4^  18 
Xowank  defraying  the  extratordlnary  fervlces  of  the 

army  for  17d7  —  4,000^000    0 

To  fatisiy  demands  outftajiding  is  the  barrack  4e 

partraent 


For  fupply  of  forage  to  the  troops,  and  other  expences 
attendiag  the  fervice  of  the  barrack  department  for 
1797  

For  defraying  the  charee  of  certain  allowances  to  the 
fubaltern  officers,  acQutants,  and  quarter  pafters  of 
the  land  forces  —  — — 

For  foreign  corps,  in  the  fervice  of  Great  Britain, 

.  for  1797  -•i-'^  t  — - 


288,000 


3 

0 
0 


449,000    0    0 


60,000    0 
381,637  17 


13,515,102  15    2 


MILITIA  AND  FENCIBLE  CORPS, 

24  O^oirr,  1796. 

)f or  the  embodied  militia  in  South  Britain,  and  corps 
of  fencible  infantry  in  Great  Britain,  Jerfey,  Guem- 
fey,  and  the  iflands  of  Scilly  and  Man  -~ 

For  contingencies  and  allowances  for  <}ittQ 

For  clothing  for  the  embodied  militia  ■  ■ 

for  corps  of  fencible  cavalry  ■     ■ 

For  allowances  and  extra  feed  for  ditto 
17  December, 

flaking  provLSon  for  pay  and  clothing  of  the  militi|i. 
24  Depem6pr, 

On  account,  towards  defraying  the  charge  of  th$  paj 
and  clothiQg  of  the  militia  — *.— ^ 

4>/k,  1797. 
Making  provifion  for  allowances  to  foboltern  oliicen 
of  militia,  in  time  of  peace. 

1 1  July. 
towards  defraying  the  charge  of  clothing  and  ac- 
coutrements for  fundry  corps  of  volunteer  cav^ry 


950,441 
210,000 
112,811 
397,734 
95,000 


177^000    0   9 


ORDNANCE. 

5  Decern^. 
For  ordnance  land  fervice,  for  1797  — 

gitto^  not  provided  for  in  1 7 95  — ^ 

itto,  fea  lervice,  not  provided  far  in  1795 
JiittQ^  land  fcrvipe,  nptproyidedferinl7^6 


30,000   0  0 
1,9'?2,986    7  8 


1,009,024    9  2 

114,553  19  5 

74,830    0  S 

425,366  10  tf 


Carried  forward  1)629,477  19  < 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


THE     CHRONICLE,         i^ 

.         /.         s.     d. 
Broil^t  forward  1,^23,774  19    % 

aiJHr^,  1W7.    . 

Towards  defraying  the  additioAal  duitg^  of  an  a«g- 
tnentdtktti  m  Che  pay  and  allowances  of  the  artiUerf 
and  military  artificers,  &c  ■  IQ^OOO    0    !►■ 

For  additional  pay  to  certain  oflkers  of  tbe  artiOcry 

and  engineers  ^—  — —  S,28l  11     4 


1,643,056  U     4 

MISCEIXANEOUS    SERVICES. 

BDecembery  1796. 

For  new  roods  of  coounvnication^    and  building 

bridges  in  the  Hi|h]aods  of  North  Britain          —  4,500  0  0 

For  the  civil  eilablilnmeni  of  Upper  Canada  7,000  0  0 

Ditto  of  Nova  Scotia                ~-^                    — -^  5,915  0  O 

Ditto  of  N^w  Brunfwick                    •—  4^50  0  0 

Ditto  of  St.  John's  Ifland            —              •«  1,900  0  O 

Ditto  of  the  Ifland  of  Cape  Breton            — —  1,840  0  0 

Ditto  of  Newfoundland       —            — -  1,232  10  Oi 

Ditto  of  the  Bahama  Iflands                •^-*—  4,100  0  O 
For  the  falary  of  the  Chief  Jnftice  of  the  Bermih* 

da%  orSomersIflands                    — ..  580  0  O 
Ditto  of  the  Chief  Juftke  of  the  Ifland  of  Doaii* 

nica                ■                                  ■■  600  0  0 

For  the  civil  eftabliibinentpf  New  South  Wales  5,523  10  0 

20  December.' 

Upon  account,  to  enable  his  Majefly  to  make  tern* 
poiary  advances,  by  way  of  load,  for  the  fervice 
of  the  JE^mperor  — -*  •——  500,000    O    0 

22  December. 

To  make  good  money  ifliied  for  allowances  to 

American  fuffere«s  ■>    »  11,500    6    ^. 

F^r  relief  to  American  and  Eafi  Florida  {uf- 

ferers,  purfuant  to  ad  SO  Geo.  III.  5 1,682  tl    6 

To  make  geod  money  iflued  for  his  Majefty's  fervice 

abroad        ^       —  71,431    .5  Uf 

Ditto  for  relief  of  the  fuflfering  clergy  and  laity  of 

France  —  140,090    0    0 

Ditto  for  fixtures  at  the  houfe  of  the  Speaker  of  the 

Houfe  of  Comropos  «>  681  16    $ 

IXtto  tfi  eontinue  and  perfed  the  Index  to  the  Journals 

of  tbejioufi?  of.Lords  «•  —  669  19    0 
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Carried  ever  814»095  18    %i 
To  make  good  mone^  ifllied  to  Mr.  Campbell  for 

the  expence  of  convi^  on  the  Thames  *    9, 186     2    4 
Pitto  to  Mr.   Bradley, '  for  ditt0  in  Langflone 

and  Portfmouth  harbours                        —  13,492    2  11 
Ito  make  good  money  iilued  purfuant  to  addrefles, 

and  not  made  good  by  Parliament                —  28,265     I     6 

T»  enable  his  Majefiy  to  iflue  the  like  fumto  Com- 

mlifioners,  to  be  advanced,  under  certain  regula- 

tions^  for  the  accommodation  of  perfons  connected 
-  with  and  trading  to  the  iflands  of  Grenada  and  St. 

Vincent         .      —  —  600,000    O    O 

25  Aj^  1797- 

To  make  good  money  iflued  to  the  Secretary  to  the  ^ 
'  Commimoners  for  the  redu6tion  of  the  national 

debt         .'—  —  —  796  19    6 

Ditto  for  a  clerk  to  fnperintend  the  office  for  Ameri- 
can claims  —  —  —  110    o    o 
Ditto  for  relief  of  the  fuffcring  clergy  and  laity  of 

France  —  _  —  81,000    O    O 

To  make  good  money  iflued  to  Mr.  Campbell  for 

the  expence  of  convids  on  the  Thames  3,033     4    O 

Ditto  to  Mr.  Bradley,  for  ditto  in  Langftone  and 

Poftfmouth  harbours    .  —  9,628  12    6 

For  defraying  the  expences  of   convi^b  at  home 

for  1797  —  —  32,000    O    0 

To  mftke  good  money  iflued  for  repairs  of  the  Fleet 

prifon,  —  •—  4^515    8     1| 

Ditto  for  repairs  of  the  King's  Bench  prifon  5,672    S    3^ 

Ditto  towards  defraying  extraordinary  ex])ences  in- 
curred for  profecutions  relating  to  tne  coin  1,461   15    6 
Ditto  in  conlequence  of  the  expences  of  Mr.  Haft* 

ings's  profecution  ■  8,806    8    0 

Ditto  for  the  falary  of  the  Chief  Juftice  of  New- 

foundland  -  693  15    0 

Ditto  for  expences  on  account  of  the  fettlement  at 

New  South  Wales  . -^  31,825  U     1 

Ditto  for  expences  and  allowances  in  the  fuperintend- 

ence  of  the  glien  a^  -^ — ^—  1,740    9    0 

Ditto  for  his  Majcfty's  fecret  fervice  abroad     .  ),345  19    3 

^OT  fupporting  the  Britini  forts  and  fettlements  on  the 

*  coaft  of  Africa  —  —  13,000    0    O 

For  the  Board  of  Agriculture  •  — —  3,000    0    0 

fV)r  defraying  the  extraordinary  expences  for  profe- 
cutions relating  to  the  coin,  for  1797         '       -*—        1,800  O      0 

Carried  forward  1,609,467  13    8^ 
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BroiTght  forwaid  1,^9,467  IS    8| 

Towards  defraying  the  charge  of  printing  the  Jour- 
nals of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  of  printing  and 
delivering  the  Votes,  and  of*  printing  bills,  reporti, 
and  other  papers,  for  1797  —  .  7,000    0    O 

Ditto  of  the  lupNerintendence  of  the  alien  a6^  for  1797        S»000    0    O 

Towards  defkaying  the  expences  of  the  fettlement  at 

New  South  Wales,  for  1797  —  S0,000    0    O 

Ditto  of  allowances  to  American  fufFerers,  for  i797  46,120    .0    0 

27  A/nil 

Upon  account,  to  enable  his  Majefty  to  make  a  tern-  >   ^ 

porary  advance^  by  way  of  loan,  for  the  fervice  of 
the  Emperor  —  — —  200,000    O    Q 

To  enable  his  Majefty  to  make  advances,  by  way  of 
loan,  for  the  fervice  of  the  Emperor  ^    1)880,000    0    0  - 

Pkovifion  for  guaranteeing  the  payment  of  the  divi- 
dends on  a  loan  of  3,500,0001.  to  be  raifed  on  ac- 
count of  the  Emperor. 

To  enable  his  Majefty  to  make  remittances,  irmm 
time  to  time,  to  be  applied  to  his  fervice  in  Ire- 
land, on  provilion  beinjg  made  by  the  parliament 
of  that  JLinsdom  for  defraying  the  intereft  and 
charges  of  a  loan  to  that  amount  •—  1,500,009    O    O 

6  Aftfy. 
For  the  marriage  portion  of  the  Princefi  Royal  80,000    0    0 

18  Mtty. 

To  pay  biUs  drawn  on  and  accepted  by  the  Lords  of 
theTreafury  l,«0,000    0    0 

'  jejune. 

Towards  the  relief  of  the  fufFering  clergy  and  laity  of 

France,  for  1797                        180,000  O  6 

For  his  Majefty's  fecret  fervice  abroad  for  1797  150,000  O  0 

For  fupport  ot  the  Veterinary  College             —  1,500  0  0 

"       1.3  >^. 
To  defray  the  fums  which  the  Commiffioners  under 
the  American  Treaty  have  awarded  to  be  paid  by 
the  Britifh  Government  j  and  the  expences  attend*'  .       j 
ing  the  laid  commiffion  — —  5&,454.  14    Sj 

fc    M    r      I  M  !■■■■  »  m 

«r,374,445     8    Of 
•  NATIONAL 
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NATIONAL  DEBt. 

fejuae  I79^v 

To  the  Bank  of  Englahd,  to  b«  by  ^fftifi  fi»MA  ttf 
the  acd^titit  of  the  Cominiffioners  for  redudiba  cf 
the  natioxtal  debt  -^  ^  tOOflOO    O   0 


feJCCHEQUER    BILLS. 

31  0^hierJ  1796. 
Provifion  to  fatisf^  Exchequer  bills,  made  out  hy  vir- 
tue of  a&  of  lafl  i^jlion,  for  enabling  his  Majelty  t6 
raife  the  fum  of  2,500,0001. 

25  Jjiril,  1797. 

For  paying  off  the  Exchequer  bills  iilued  purTuaril  to 

the  laid  a(ft  — ^  — w.  1,110,000    0   i 

Xlltto  iflut'd  on  the  credit  of  the  wowing  produce  6f 
thecon&lidated  fund,  fbrthefenrice  of  1796  i,S70,000    0    0 

18  May. 

towards  paying  off  the  Exchequer  bills  made  out  in 
purfuance  ofa£t  of  1^1  feffion  for  granting  land  tax 
and  malt  duties  «»-  ^-  8S3,00O    0   0 


^  3,313,000    0    0 

r.    ',    '  DEFICIENCES. 

U  December^  1796 
To  repay  to  the  Bank  of  England  the  like  fum  ad- 
'  vaaced^  them,  on  the  cre^t  of  the  j;rowihg  pro- 
duce of  the  confolidated  fund,  for  the  fervice  of  1,054^000    0    t> 
1793  — 

.     25  if/W/,  W97. 

T^-make  good  |he  fum  of  S,500,<XX)l.  charged  by  a6l 
of  iafl  feilion  on  the  confolidated  fund^  for  the  fer- 
vice of  1796  *—  2,177,000    0   ^ 

3,231,000    0    • 
VOTE  OF  CREDIT. 

f  i0/«^,1797. 

To^onable  his  Majefty  to  afford  pecuniary  afiifiance 
.   to  the  Queen  oi  Portugal,  and  to  defray  fuch  cx- 
.  <  traordinacy  expf  nces,  and  take  fuch  meafures  as 
Itw  ^^ffosy  of  affsurs  may  require  500,000    0  0 

Total  of  Supply        44,783,262    3    ^ 
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fPays  and  Means  for  raifing  the  Sullies  for  1 797. 
ANNUAL  GRANTS. 

For  continuing  the  duties  on  malt,  mum,  qrder,  ind 

pcny  ■>■        ■  — ^  750,0GO    O*   Q|- 

For  nufing  four  ihilHngs  i^  the  pou^4  oa  hotd,  &c»      d^QOOiQOQ    O    ^ 

That  the  charge  of  the  pav  and  elolhing  of  the  nufi* 
tia  be  defrayed  out  ot  the  land  tax. 

ejuljy  1797. 

That  the  allowances  to  certain  fubaltern  officen  of 
the  mititii^  be  (iefrayed  out  of  the  fiooe. 


2,750,000    d   0 


E3nrRAORDINARY  A^PS. 

1  Nmxmier^  1796. 
-For  gnntinr  annuities  to  (atisfy  Navy,  YiA^alKng, 

and  Traniport  btUs,  made  out  o«  or  before  S 1  {I  D^ 

cember  1795. 
Ditto  paade  out  after  Sift  December  1795,  and  on  or 

before  SOth  April  1796. 
Ditto  made  out  after  SOth  April  1796,  apd  on  or  be* 

fore  31ft  July  U96. 
Ditto  made  out  after  3 1ft  July  1796,  and  on  or  before 

27th  Oaober  1796. 
For  granting  annuidos,  in  licu  of  Exchequer  biQ), 

ms^e  out  purfi^ant  to  a£t  of  laft  ieifiou  for  raifing 

2,500,0001.  thereby. 

I  December^ 

For  applying  420,0001.  now  remaining  in  the  ](xche« 
ouer,  Doing  the  difpofeable  overphis  of  the  grants 
for  119^     -    ».— —  — —  420,000    Q    0 

8  December^ 
For  railing  18,000,0001.  by  annuities  •—  18,000,000    0    f 

22  DecemUr. 
Allowing  an  intereft,  by  way  of  difcount,  to  perfons 
paying  in  the  whole  of  their  contribution  money 
towards  the  loan  of  1 8,000.0001. 

Carried  over  18,420,000    0    Q 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


174    APPENDIX    TO    CHRONICLE 
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Brought  over  18,420^000  O  O 
27  ApTily  1797.    •    •  ' 

Bpr  raufing  19,000,0001.  by  annuities     -    —           13,000,000  O  0 

2  Mojf* 

lliat  the  contributors  to  the  loan  of  15,000,000,  wfio 
.fliall  be  pofleiled  of  certain  Exchequer  bills,  may ' 

pay  them  in  on  accoimt  of  the  next  inlhdment. 
That  the  contributors  to  the  loan  of  139000,0001.  fhall 

be  allowed  intereft  for  proportional  parts  of  fums 

p^d  in  advance  for  completing  any  inibhnent. 

For  ndfing1,500,00OL  by  annuities         .  *—  1,500^000    0  • 

That  the  contributors  to  the  loan  of  14,500,0001.  fhall 
make  their  future  payments  on  the  fum  of 
1,620,0001.  part  of  a  hirther  loan  of  5,500,0001.  en 
or  before  certain  days  fpecified. 

\Junt, 

For  granting  an  ad^tional  annuity  to  the  contributors 
towards  the  loan  of  18,000,000L 

Forraifing646,250h  by  a  lottery  — «i-        .        646f250    0   • 

For  railing  5,500,0001.  by  Exchequer  bills  3,500,000    0   0 

llJir^. 

For  applying  2,000,0001.  out  of  the  monies  that  fliall 
arile  of  the  furplus  of  the  confolidated  fund  2,000,000    0   0 

39,066,250    0    0 


Total  of  Ways  and  Means        41,8  J  6,250    0  0 


S  T  ATE 
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U€jl^  from  tie  Kingt9  the  Hmjt  $^    .  his  Motion  for  Peace^fiuhli/hediyhim 
CommcnSf  Feb,  27,  1797.  .        ivith  thfolhufing  Preface: 

Portman-fquare^  Mar.  27  j  1 797# 

IT  was  my  intention  ta  have  en- 
tered my  protcit  on  the  Journals 
of  the  Houfc  of  Lords  the  day  after 
I  moved  my  addrefs  to  his  Majeftf. 
for  peace,  and  for  that  purpofe  I 
went  to  the  clerk's  office ;  but,  ta 
my  utter  furprife,  I  found  that  my 
addrefs  had  never  been  entered  up* 
on  the  Journals.  Upon  enquiry,  I 
lyas  informed  that  Lord  Kenyon  had 
taken  it  home  with  him.  I  wifh  at 
all  events  that  the  public  ihould  be 
in  pofleffion  ofmyproteft;  and  £ 
hereby  pledge  mylelf  to  my  coun- 
tr\-  and  to  the  Houfc  of  Lords,  that 
I  will  this  day,  in  my  place  in  that 
Houfe,  demand  the  fulleft  repara- 
tion for  this  infult,  offered  through, 
me  to  the  whole  Houfe,  in  this  }lfe- 
gal  and  unprecedented  manner. 

Diss€NTiENT.  FiHl,  Bccaufc 
feeing  no  means  -of  falvation  for 
this  country  but  by  an  immediate, 
finccic,  and*  lading  peace,  I  think 
the  addrefs  which  I  moved  March 
'23,  1797,  calculated  to  produce  that 
happy  event;  and  that  a  refufal  tp 
carrv  that  addrefs  to  the  throne 
tends  to  a  continuation  of  this  cruel 
war,  which  I  hold  to  be  certain  and- 
inevitableruin. 

Secondly,  Becaufe  a  Secretary  of 
State's  moving,  That  an  acidrcw  to 

his 
1 


*<GeoeoeR. 
"  T  TIS  Majefty  thinks  it  proper 

Xx  to  communicate  to  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  without  delay, 
the  mealure  adopted  to  obviate  the 
eifeds  which  mieht  be  occafioned 
by  the  unufual  demand  of  fpecie, 
lately  made  from  different  parts  of 
the  country,  on  the  metropolis. 

''  The  peculiar  nature  and  exi* 
gcncy  of  the  cafe  appeared  to  re- 
quire, in  the  firit  inflance,  the  mea- 
lure contained  in  the  order  of  coun- 
cil which  his  Majeftv.  has  directed 
to  be  laid  before '  the  Houfe.  In. 
recommending  this  important  fub- 
je£l.to  the  immediate  and  ferious 
attention  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
his  Majefty  relies  with  the  utmoft 
confidence  on  the  experienced  wif-. 
dom  and  firmnefs  of  his  parlifiment, 
fcr  taking  fuch  meafures  as  may  be 
beft^culsted-te  «eet  tmy  tempos 
tary  preffure;  and,  to  call' forth,  in 
the  moft  effectual  maqher,  the  ex- 
tcnGve  refdurces  bf  *  his  kingdoms 
in  fupport  of  their  i)vblic  and  eom- 
mcrcial  credit,  and  in  defence  of 
their  dearcft  intercfts.  ' ,  G.  R." 


X«ri    Oxford's     Phtejt    agamf    th 
'i>icifiM  f  t/je  Hcife'  (f  Lords   on 
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Ills  Majefty,  on  theSOthof  Docem**    that  which,  by  its  very  lumey  » 
ber,  1796,  (hould  be  read,  is  a  poor,    theii^  Hou  fe  ox  Parliament, 
weak,  and  rude  manner  (to  fay  no 
worle  of  it)  of  anfwering  the  argu- 
ments advanced  in  my  addrefs. 

Thirdly,  Becaufe  I  believe  that 
the  arguments  advanced,  by'  mt. 
have  never  before  been  touchea 
upon,  even  in  debate;  and  no  at- 
tempts having  been  made  to  anfwer 
ihoie  arguments,  the  conclufion 
which  the  public  mud  draw  from  it 
is,  that  they  are  perfe6Hy  \inanfwer- 
able. 

.  FoiiiiWy„  Becaufe  it  was  my  fin- 
^ere  wiih  that  the  eyes  of  his  M^* 
jefly  &ould  be  opened  to  the  daj> 
gei^  with  which  ne  is  furrounded ; 
and  ttiat  giving  peace  to  his  exhauft- 
ed  fubjeSs,  and  reftoring  to  then;^ 
^eir  rights,  ftould  be  his  own  gra- 
cious aa. 

Fifthly,  Becaufe  I  have  the  hig^- 
cft  authority  for  every  fentiment  re-i 
%>edine  the  ^  oeconomy  and  reform 
of  abuKts**  which  I  recommended ; 
namely,  his  Majefly's  own  words, 
^  that  moil  excellent  and  patriotic 
^eech  made  at  the  clofe  of  the, 
American  war,  and  which  I  quoted 
in  my  reply. 

Sixthly,  Becaufe,  ;vhenever  a  na- 
tion is  in  the  fituation  we  are  in  at 
prefent,  it  requires  the  united  ener- 
jprand  public  Ipirit  of  the  whole  na- 
tion to  re-efiablifh  its  credit ;  and  I 
amperfuadedthat  energy  and  public 
fpirit  arc  only  to  be  obtained  by  the 
public  poiTcfling  their  ancient  free 
conftitution,  which  they  fo  juftly 
revere;  and  1  m^ntain,  that  accora- 
ing  to  common  law,  which  is  com- 
mon fenfe,  and  according  to  **  the 
true  fpirit  of  the  conftitution," 
which  IS  founded  in  wilHora,  libcr- 

?S  and  juftice,  the  people  of  Great 
ritain  have  a  right,  and  ought  to 
be  fairly  and  equaSy  reprefentcd  in 


Sctenthly,  Becaufe  I  hoU  the 
borough  fyftem,  and  every  other 
fyilem  of  corruption  that  has  of  late 
years  crept  into  ]^6Hce,  to  be  di« 
redly  contivy  to  the'^e  foirit  of 
the  conftitution,  and  big  wuh  the 
moft  alarming  evils  to  the  King  and 
people;  and  that  to  confer  the  ho- 
nour of  peerage  on  men  who  have 
no  other  ment  than  that,  of  coi^- 
manding  boroughs  and  perfoimtn^ 
miniftorial  jobs,  degnKies  that  high 
dignity,  and  Uke»  away  one  of  me 
greateft  motives  that  a6hiates  the 
human  mind,  the  hope  of  reward,, 
by  making  it  unworthy  ^e  accept- 
ance of  thofe  men  for  whom  if 
was  intended ;  men  who^  have  ren- 
dered great  and  diftinguHhed  fer- 
vices  to  their  country,  by  their  va- 
lour, their  talents,  or  their  leanung. 

Eighthly,  Becadb  I  am  defirour 
of  muung  ^is  public  avowal  of  m^ 
principles,  which  nothing  on  earoi* 
mail  make  me  alter,  and  uhich  I 
have  learnt  from  the  a6b  and  writi- 
ings  of  out:  anceffors,  who  loved  li- 
berty, and  underftood  it. 

Ninthly,  Becaufb  I  am  refolved, 
whenever  I  fee  danger,  boldly  and 
independently,  to  tiie  fuU  extent  of 
my  ability,  to  difcharge  my  du^  to 
my  King  and  country. 

Oxford  and  Mortikek- 


Mtjfagtfrmi  Jus  Majefy  to  the  Hon/e  tf 
Gmtmns^  %d^Ajvr'd^  1797. 

GkorgsR. 

HIS  Majeft;^  having  agreed  to. 
the  marriage  of  his  eldeft 
daughter,  the  Princefs  Royal,  wiA. 
the  Hereditary  Prince  oT  Wirtem- 
berg,  has  thought  fit  lo  communi- 
cate intelligence  of  it  to  the  Honfe 
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Jt  Cbfthnons,  His  Nlajbrty  is  fully 
perfuaded  thirt  the  marri&ge  of  her 
Royal  ffighnds  with  a  proteftant 
jfrince,  fo  confidcrable  in  rattk  and 
ftation,  who  is  comieded  with  the 
ro)  al  femjHr  fty  common  defcent 
ftom  the  Pfincefs- Sophia  of  Hano- 
vcr,  cannot  bu£  be  acceptable  to 
aM  his  fiibjc^;  and  .the  many 
prooftof  atfe^lion  and  attachment 
to  his  perfon  and  family  which  he 
has  received  fronr  this  Honfc,  afford 
Mm  no  room  to  doubt  that  they 
^  enable  him  to  give  fnch  a  por- 
tion to  h»  cideft  daughter  as  may 
be  fuitable  to  the  dignity  of  the 
crown. 


experience  the  ready  concurrence 
of  nis  fkithfurCommons,  at  this  im- 
portant conjun^lure,  in  a  mu^ure 
calculated  to  enable  fiie  £mpax>r 
the  more  effi^cbially  to  continue  lus 
exertions  for  the  fupport  of  the 
ct>mmbn  caufe,  and  for  the  attain* 
nient  of  a  general  peaGc,  on  fecure 
and  equitable  terms. 
^  And  his  Majefly  relies  on  the 
zeal  and  affe<Aion  of  his  faithful 
Commons  to  provide  for  enabling 
his  Majefty  to  defray  fuch  other  ex- 
traordinary expences  as  may  be  ne» 
ceflaiy  for  tfce  public  feryice,  and  tp 
take  fuch  mcaiures  as  the  exigency 
of  afiairs  may  require. 


lifjjanfrom  his  Majefy  t9  tlie  Hw[€  tf 
CmmottSf  29iA  Jjiril^  1797.  . 

Gbo&gs  ft. 

HIS  Majedly  recommends  it  to 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  to 
fonfiderof  enabling  his  Majefty  to. 
make  remittances,  from  time  to' 
time,  to  be  applied  to  his  fervice  in 
Ireland^  in  fuch  manner  as  fhall  be 
approved  by  the  parliament  of  that 
kingdom,  to  an  amount  not  exceed- 
ing 1,500,0001.  on  provifion  beinz 
made  by  the  parliament  of  Ireland 
f6r  difcharging  the  intereft.  and 
charges  of  a  loan  to  that  amount. 

And  his  Majefty  furtKer  recom- , 
mends  to  the  Houfe  to  confider  of 
guaranteeing  a  loan,  on  account  of 
his  ally  the  Emperor,  to  be  applied 
in  making  good  the  advances  to  the 
fflnount  ot  1,600,0001.  which  have 
alreadv  been  made  to  his  Imperial 
Majefty,  and  to  defray  the  charge 
of  fuch  further  advances  as  "his  Ma- 
jefty may,  from  time  to  time,  direft 
to  be  made  in  the  coUrfe  df  the  pre- 
fint  year,  to  an  amount  not  e^eed* 
mg  2,000,0001. 

^  His  Majefty  trofls.  tlat  hc  ibaU 
V«i..X}tXIX. 


J^Qtefi  ofth  Duki  tfhc^ord  and  Ltrd 
Cicawprti^  m  the  Dtdte*s  Matwt  /or 
the  Di/mtfol  rfMmftcrs^  Maj  29fh^ 
1797.  ^ 

Dissentient.  * 

itt.  T5ECAUSE,  aaJng  accord- 

J3  ing  to  the  ancient  pra£Hce 
of  the,  Britifti  conftitution,  and  in 
cbnfoxmity  with  its  true  principles, 
we  hold  the  advifers  of  the  crown 
to  be  re&bnftble  for  the  copdition 
of  the  ftate ;  'refponfible  for  its  in- 
ternal peace  ana  general  good  go- . 
ver^imcnt';  for  the  preferyation  of 
all  its'  ancient  fundaoKsntal  rights 
and  liberties;  for  the  prote^^io^  of. 
its  commerce,  of  itscri^if,  andthe^ 
various  fources  of  its  profperity  and 
wealth ;  for  the  obfervance  of  or* ^ 
der,  difcipline,  and  obedipnc^  in  all^ 
the  departments  of  the  .public  force; 
for  the  honour  and  fucceikofour. 
arms  (If  unfortunately  engaged  in 
war) ;  for  the  prepbuaerance  of  the ' 
Britifh  power,  and   for  the  gloiy. 
and  fplendor  of  the  BritHb  name* 
laftead  of  recognifing  ip.  bis  Majef- 
ty Vminiftcrs't&t  ability,  forefight,' 
and  integrity,  by  whicJ^  tnefe  its 
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deareft  interefb  are  preferved,  we 
have  feen,  throughout  a  courfe  of 
years,  the  afiairs  of  the  nation  con- 
du^d  with  that  incapacity,  perfidy, 
and  corruption,  by  which  all  great 
empires,  from  the  beginning  of  the 
world,  have  found  their  rum ;  and 
which,  in  the  particular  ikate  and 
fituation  of  Great  Britain,  have 
nearly  exhayfled  its  refources  and 
its  credit,  and  annihilated  its  con- 
ftitution;  which  have  brought  (hame 
upon  its  charader  in  the  eyes  of  fo« 
reign  nations,  and  diffiifed  largely  a* 
mong  its  fubjefts  miftruft  in  the' in* 
tentions  of  their  governors,  hatred 
of  their  ppwcr,  and  contempt  for 
their  debility. 

.2dly,  Bccaufe,  eaacouriagtd  by  the  - 
uniform,  implicit,,  and  iatal  confi- 
dence of  this  Uoufe  in  the  condu^ 
of  minifters,  a  fyftem  of  govern- 
meni  has  arifen,  which,  if  it  be  fur- 
ther perfevared  in,  will  reiider  the 
•fortunes  of  thefe  realms,  utterly  ir- 
retrieveable,  .even  fliould  wi&iom 
and  virtue  fucceed  in  the  aiinds 
of  thofe  minifters  to  ignorance  and 
wickcdnefs.  That  fyftem  is  go- 
verned by  principles  the  vcrj^re- 
vcrfe  of  thofe  by  which  ftatcs  and 
focictics  have  hitherto  been  kept 
together.  It  js  grounded  on  the 
doOTinc  that  honour  and  reward  is 
to  attend  on  crime  and  folly,  and 
that  men  arc  to  be  entrufted  with 

Ewer  in  proportion  to  their  difpo- 
ion  to  abufe  it.  Such  perverted 
maxims  of  policy  take  from  govern- 
ment all  the  foppoit  it  derives  from 
opinion.  The  opinion  of  its  con- 
fiftency  is  loft  by  minifters  adopt- 
ing and  reie^ing,  as  it  fuits  the 
porpofe  ©f  flieir  power,  fyftcms 
which  they  alternately  recommend 
and  revile.  .  The  opinion  of  itsjuf- 
tice  is  deftroyed  finom  feeing  that 
ppwer  deoends  on  a  principle  which 


confounds  the  €xtk  diilin^ioas  ef 
right  and  wrong.    All  opinion  of 
its  viffour  and  efficiency  is  loil  in. 
the  daily  infuits  to  its  authority,  to 
which  they  are  compelled  to  fub* 
mit.    Every  fpecics  of  difordcr  is 
hence  introduced.    The  example 
of  thofe  who  govern  is  followed  by 
thofe  who  obey.    Nothing  regular 
or  orderly  is  found  in  the  inter* 
courie  between  fubje^  and  love* 
rei^.     State  neceffity,  inftead  of 
being  referved  for  occafions  of  the 
laft  emergency,  is  refortcd  to  as  the 
confbnt  and  eveiy-day  praAice  of 
executive  adminiuration.  .  In  fuch 
a  fyilem  there  is  neither  order  nor 
freedom;  and  it  is  the  energy  of 
freedom  alone  that  can  refift  with 
efFeft  the  zeal  or  fancied  fuperiority 
of  military    means.      Where  no" 
p6wer  is  left  to  correft  the  vices  of 
an  ill  adminiftered  commonwealth^ 
nothing  will  remain  to  oppofe  to 
the  enterprifes  of  a  foreign  enemy. 
3dly.  Becaufe  to  fufFer  ourfelves 
to  be  found  by  a  foreign  enen^  in 
this  diftraded  condition,  when  we 
have  the   means  of  avoiding    it, 
feems  to  us  highly  impolitic,  and 
'  wantonly  to  cjul  down  dcfbu£Uon 
upon  the  (fate.    We  fee  nothing 
in  the  prefent  minifters  fo  valuable 
as  to  induce  us  to  riik,  for  their  pre- 
fervation,  anv  part  of  the  common 
intcireft.    Tfiey  have  already  kind- 
led, by  their  odious  perfecution  of. 
the  Catholics  in  Ireland,  the  flames 
of  dvil  difcord  in  that   country'. 
We    believe    that  an   immediate 
change  of  men   and  of  meafures^ 
would  yet  preferve  the  common  ties " 
by  which  the  two  countries  are  u^ 
nited.    If,  unhappily,  meafures  of 
intolerance  are  to  te  fuftained  by 
the  fword,  and   if  that  opprefled 
country  be  torn  from  the  firitifh 
crowni  as  America    was  fevered 
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from  our  empire,  rather  than  that 
thefe  miniflers  (hould  incur  the  lofs 
of  their  offices,  we  are  unable  to  fee 
in  what  Great  Britain  would  be  the 
faincr.  If  anin  vafion  of  thefe  readms 
inould  be  the  refult  of  delaying  to  o- 
pcn  a  fincere  negotiation  ror  peace, 
fully  as  we  rely  upon  the  zeal  and 
bravery  of  our  countrymen  for  the 
event,  we  do  not  conceive  that  the 
mifchief  of  fuch  an  attempt  would 
in  any  degree  be  compenlated  by 
finding,  at  the  clofe  of  it,  thofe  mi- 
niflers ilill  in  their  offices.  Above 
all  things,  we  deem  it  highly  inex->. 
pedient  that  any  numerous  or  im- 
portant clafs  of  the  people  ihould, 
m  fo  perilous  a  moment,  conceive 
thenuelves  to  be  placed  in  the  al- 
ternative between  foreign  conqueft 
and  domeftic  ufurpation.  We 
think  that  in  this  crids  no  excufe  is 
left  for  not  calling  forth  the  whole 
wifdom,  and  all  that  remains  of  the 
energy  of  the  Britiih  nation ;  that 
it  is  among  the  crimes  of  thefe  mi- 
niders  tfafit  they  have  exhaufied  in 
idle  alarms,  for  fa^ious  purpofes, 
thofe  refources  which  ought  toliave 
been  preferred  whole  and  unybroh 
ken,  to  meet  the  di&fiers  which 
we  impending  over  us;  and  for 
havmg  fet  up  a  cry  of  loyalty  a- 
gainft  liberty,  to  the  deftru£lion  of 
that  real  fbengtb  by  which  alone 
our  ihores  anooiur  altars  can,  in  the 
lall  extremity^  be  defended. 

4thly.  Becaufe  fuch  a  fyflem  is 
dangerous  to  our  prefent  fafe^y  and 
exiitence  as  an  independent  uate ; 
and  the  fupport  uniformly  given  to 
to  it,  tends  to  degrade  9nd  vilify 
this  Houf  e  in  the  opinion  of  th^  , 
people.    For  the  firit  time  in  our 
hiflory,  (he  continuance  of  a  ininif« 
ter  in  office  feoms  to  be  mad^  a^ 
condition  of  the  conftitution.  .  If ' 
that  mixufter)  after  having  reduced 


his  country  to  the  loweft  ebb  of . 
fliame  and  mifery,  (hall  continue  to  ^ 
receive  and  to  difpenfe  ail  truAs,  . 
honours,  and  emoluments,  and  to  . 
be  fupported  in  his  abandoned  , 
courfes  by  this  Houfe,  no  motive  , 
will  remam  to  love  and  reverence  . 
a  coniiitution  exhibited  in  thefe  co-  , 
lours  to  the  people,  through  the 
medium  of  this  Houfe.  Feeling  • 
no  intereft  in  our  proceedings,  they  , 
will  lofe  all  refpea  for  our  charac- 
ter, aAd  all  belief  in  our  honour.      ' 

5thly.  Becaufe  we  believe  the  pre-  \ 
fent  minifters  to  be  utterly  incom-  • 
potent  to  the  cure  of  the  evils  they , 
nave  produced.    As  the  principles  ^ 
on  which  they  have  made  tfie  war 
offer  no  proipe^b  for  its  fuccefs, 
thofe  on  which  they  have  hitherto  ' 
negotiated  for   peace,   afford    no 
hope  for  its  attainment :  as  the  im- 
providence   and   incapacity   with, 
which  they  have  conduced  the  war, 
have  contributed  fo  largely  to  pro*  I 
duce  the  calamitous  Utuation   of 
Europe,  and  to  build  up  the  pro* 
digious  power  of  the  French  repub- 
lic, we  conceive  that  they  poiIe&- 
not  the  means  of  obtaining  fa^  or* 
honourable  terms  of  peace  for  this " 
country.    We  cannot  expeA  that . 
they  will  hereafter  cheriih  or  en- . 
courage  that  fp;rit  of  liberty  imdcr ; 
which,  in  former  times,  our  great* 
nefs  has  grown  and  been  matured. , 
We  are  rather  irnpreiled  with  the  v 
fear  that,  under  the  fame  pretences 
which  have  caufod  all  our  prelent  \ 
difafiers,  l^irge  military  eitablifh-  - 
ments  will  continue  to  be  kept  up,  [ 
with  a  view  pf  cruihing  all  itscf- 1 
forts,  and  rivettinc;  iHirclofcr  the 
fetters  of  the  people;  that,  releaf-  . 
ed  frpm  the  preliiire  of  foreign  ho-  \ 
IHlity,  they  will  have  recourle  to-* 
coercive  meafures  in  that  unhappy" 
country,  where  their   opprcffions 
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have  already  provokecj  the  peoplo 
ia  rcflftajice.  \Vc  can  hope  for  no 
economy  from  men  whofe  extrava- 

Snce  and  wafte  exceeds  whatever 
sheen  heard  of  the  mad  prodigali- 
ty of  former  periods.  Wecan  expert 
«b  falufary  reformations  f;'om  thofc 
v'ho  have  endeavoured  to  engraft 
upon  and  blend  with  the  fuhflancc 
of  the  conftitutioa  itfelf,  thcfe  a- 
biifes  by  which  their  rapacity  h  fiip- 
pbrted;  Finally,  we  can  expect 
Ifom  fjich  men  and  fuch  a  fyftcm, 
»o  other  iflue  but  the  efiablirtimenl 
of  a  dominion  of  n^inifterial  terror- 
ifln,  fupported'  by  parliamentary 
corruption,  inftead  ot  (he  ancient 
conftitution  of  this  country,  con- 
diiifbed  accoiding  to  tjie  principles 
of  the  Revolution. 

(Si^n^)  Bedford. 

Cum.dwok.tr. 


ings.  His  Majefty  has  dir^dcdt 
copy  of  the  proclamation  which  he 
has  iflued  for  tills  purpofe,  to  be 
laid  befor^  the  flouie ;  and  h?  can- 
not doubt'  that  his  parliament  will 
adopt  with  readinefs  and  decifion 
every  meafure  which  can  tend,  at 
this  importanrconjun^re,  to  pro- 
vide* for  the  public  fecurity;  and 
his  Majefly  particularly  recom- 
mends ii  to  the  confideration  of 
parliament  to  make  more  efFeftual 
provltion  for  the  prevention  and 
puniflimcnt'  of  all  traiterous  at- 
tempts to  excite  fedition  and  mu- 
tiny in  his  Majcfty's  fervice,  or  to 
withdraw  any  part  of  his  Majcfty's 
forces  .by  fea  or  land  from  their 
duty  and  allcRiauci^  tp  "t^im,  and 
frorn  that  obeSence  and  dlfcipline 
which  are  fo  important  to  (bcpro- 
fperily  and  the  fafcty  of  tjie  Britiih 
empire. 


Jd^iB^frm  hs  Madefy  to  the  Hwft  if 
Commmisyjune  I/,  1797. 


I 


p-BOUCSR. 

T  is  with  tlie  deepeft  concern  his 
;  Majefty  acquaints  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  that  the  condn^t  of  the 
crews  of  fome'of  his  Majefty's  fliips 
now  at  die  Ndre,  in  perfilling  in 
the  tnoft  violent  arid  treafonableaAB 
of  mutiny  and  difobedience,  not- 
wfthftandmcr  the  fiill  extenfion  to 
them  of  alfthc  benefits  which  ha4 
been  accepted  with  gratitude  by  tte 
reft  of  his  Majefty's' fleet,  and  not-., 
withftanding  the  repeated,  offers  of 
bb  Maj.Jl\"s  gracious  pafdon  on 
their  returning  to  (heir. duty,  haye 
compc.u  d  his  M^jefty  to  call  6n  ajj 
his  faithful  fubje^s  to  gfve  their  u(- 
moft  .^ftance  iri  rej  !»efling  fuch 
dlm|[erous  and  criminal  proceed- 


Meffagejrm  his  Majejfy  ip,  the  Hm 


OSOROE  R. 


Til.  S  the  ftate  of  ppblic  buiincfs 
j^^  inay  foon  enable  his  Majefty 
to  put  an  end  to  ihc  prefent  fcf- 
ftbn,  his  Majefly  thinks,  it  proper 
to  recommend  it  to  the  Hpufe  of 
Common^  to  confider  of  making 
provifion  to  enable  Kis  W(ajefty  io 
defray  (iich  extraordinary  ^xpeaces, 
and  to  take  fbch  meirfures  is  the 
exiffendes  oi  aflfairS  may  require ; 
and  in  particular,  to  afford  fome  pe- 
cuniary aififtance,  if  the  ci^um- 
ftances  fhould  appesu-  io  hjs  Majef- 
tv  to  require  it,  to  his  ally  the 
Queen  of  Portugal,  for  the  ddjfence 
of  her  dominions  againft  any  attack 
fxxun  the  conunbn  enc^y. 

His 
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i^t 


Sis  Mofi/fy^i  ^eetk  fa  iofi  Hdufa  of  the  public  Tervice ;  and  while  I  la- 
Parliamera  on  /irorogumg  the  Jkmt^    merit  the  lieceflity  which  increafed 


My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

I  CANNOT  put  an  end  te  thtt 
feffion  of  parliament  wiAout  re- 
tuf  ning  you  my  moft  (incere  and  cor- 
dial thanks  for  the  al&duity  and  zeal 
wiih  ^hich  you  have  applied  your- 
fclves  to  ^the  important  obje^b 
which  havi  required  your  atten- 
tion, and  for  the  wifdom  and  firm- 
nefs  which  you  have  manifcftcd  in 
the  new  and  difficult  emergencies  ^^  ^^^^  ^,^„.  «wv*». 
for  which  you  have  had  to  provide,  been  waj^ting  on  mv  part  to  bring 
I  muft  particularly  oxprcfs  the  jt  to  a  fuccefaful  tei-mination,  oa 
juft  fenfel  entertain  of  the  falutary  f^ch  conditions  as  may  be  confift-, 
and  effcftual  provifions  which  you  cat  with  the  fecuritv,  honour,  an4 
nadc  foi*  ftren^ening  ^^  means  <.{fcntial  i^teiefts  of  mv  dominions, 
of  national  defence;  and  the  mea-.  in  the  mean  time,  nothing  can  f<> 
fures  adopted  for  obviating  the  m-  ^uch  tend  to  for\vard  the  att^io- 
conveniences  which  were  to  be  ap-  mrnt  o^  peace,  as  the  continuaace^ 
prcheiidedto  credit  from  the  tern-  of  that  zeal,  exertion,  and  public 
porary  fufpcnfion  of  payments  in  fpirit,  of  which  my  fubjeAs  hav^ 
ealh  by  the  Bank,  as  well  as  of  tbj  gjyen  fuch  confpicuous  and  ho* 
promptitude,    rigour,    and    cffca    nourable  proofs,  and  of  which  the 


them  \o  {^  large  an  amount,  it  is  a 
confolation  to  me  to  obferve  the 
attention  you  employed  in  diftri- 
buting  the  heavy  burthens,  which 
they  ocrafioned,  in  fuch€  manner 
as  to  render  their  prefTare  as  littk 
fcvere  as  poflible  to  my  people. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

THE  ilTue  of  the  important  nt- 
gotiatioi;  in  which  I  am  engaged  ia 
yet  uncertain;  but,  whatever  maf 
be  ihe   event,  nothing  tuill  hav« 


with  which  you  afforded  me  your 
affiftance  and  fupport  in  fuppreffing 
the  daring  and  treafonable  mutiny 
which  broke  out  in  a  part  of  my 
fleet,  and  in  counterading  fo  dan* 
{erous  and  pernicious  an  example. 
I  have  the  fatisfa^ion  to  acquaint 
you,  that,  fince  the  accelTion  of  the 
prcfenl  Emperor  of  Ruffia,'  the 
Commercial  engagements  betweeit 
the  two  cbuntries  have  been  re« 
newed  in  fuch  a  manner  as  ^^ill,  I 
doubt  not,  materially  conduce  to 
their  mutual  interefW. 

Gentiemea  of   th«    Houfe   of 
Common^, 

I  MUST  return  you  my  partK 
tular  thanks  for  the  liberafand  ex- 
tenfive  provifipn  which  you  have 
made  for  the  varioui  •xigenciM  •£ 


perfeverance  and  firmnefs  of  par* 
liament  has  afforded  them  fo  ilrik** 
ing  an  example. 

Copy  of  the  ivfidk  of  the  Proceedings  rela* 
ti'oe  to  the  late  Negotiation  at  iJJk^ 
from  itsfirft  O/cnhg  to  its  final  Rttfi» 
htre^  uhrc/i  nvas  jirefnted  by  his  Ma* 
jefly  OH  the  3d  of  Novcmler  to  holh 
Houfcs  of  Parliament.  Hie  Pa/iert 
thus  /irefented  are  fifty  Jhur  in  ntimher^ 
the  eleven  f}^  of  which  txlatt  chiefly  t9 
the  PreUnrnaty  yhrayroement  ftit^t  foot 
place  J^rtvious  to  Lend  Maltn^uffi 
dcpartwefer  Lifle. 

i.    A    NOTE  from  Lord  Gren- 
l\  ville  (o  M.  Delacroix,  dat- 
ed June   Ul,  propoiing,  in  confe- 
qucnce  of  the  fi^nattireof  the  prtfw 
M  3  ,  iimiaaries 
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Kminaries  of  peace,  tbe  concluiion  5.  The  pafijjort,  in  the  folbwiiig 
of  which  was  to  put  an  end  to  the  form : 
continental  war,  to  enter  without 
delay  upon  the  difcufHon  of  the 
views  and  pretenfions  of  Great  Bri- 
tain and  France,  for  the  purpofe  of 
ilgning  preliminaries  ^  of  peace, 
w'hich  might  be  definitively  arrang- 
^  at  the  niturc  congrefs. 

2.  A  Note  from  M.  Delacroix 
to  Lord  Grenville,  dated  June  4th, 
expreflive  of  the  eagernefs  of  tl>c 
Executive  Direftory  to  receive  the 
pacific  overtures  of  the  court  of 
jLondon,  and  of  their  defire  that 
the  negotiations  fhould  be  fet  on 
fbot  at  once  for  a  definitive  treaty : 
a  proceeding  which  they  conceived 
preferable  to  a  congrefs,  the  rcfult 
of  which  muft  be  remote. 

5.  A  Note  from  Lord  Grenville 
fo  M.  Delacroix,  dated  June  8th, 
amnouncing  the  determination  of 
the  Britifh  government^  to  fend 
without  delay  a  minifter  to  treat 
ind  conclude  with  the  plenipoten- 
tiary who  iliould  be  appointed  by 
tfie  Executive  Dirc^ory;  dcfiring 
to  be  informed  of  the  wiih  of  tlie 
Dire6h)fy  as  to  the  place  of  the  ne- 
gotiation; and  requeuing  the  ne- 
weflary  p^kflports  for  the  King's  Ple- 
nipotentiary to  repair  immoiiately 
tothe  place  appointed.— The  qiicl- 
tion  of  fipied  preliminarjr,  or  defi* 
Jiitive  articles,  his  Lordfliip  obferv- 
ed,  would  necellarily  depend  upon 
the  progrefs  and  turn  of  the  nego- 
tiation. 

4.  A  Note  from  M.  Delacroix 
to  Lord  Grenville,  dated  June  1 1  th, 
•  expreflive  of  the  fatisfa^tion  of  the 
Executive  Direftory  at  the  pacific 
difpofitioA  oianifeded  by  the  court 
of  London ;'  enclofing  the  necefla- 
TV  pairports,  and  informing  him 
t^at  the  Dire^ory  bad  fixed  upon 
}Ufls  as  the  pkce  of  negotiation. 


*^  In  the  name  of  the  French  ke- 

public. 

**  To  all  officers,  civil  and  raiB- 
taxT,  charged  to  maintain  public 
order  in  the  difierent  departments 
of  France,  and  to  make  the  French 
name  refpe£^ed  abn)ad. 

**  Allow  to  pafs  freely 
furmjhtdvnth  tie  full fimvers  efhis  Bri" 
tamic  Majefiyftr  the  purpofe  if  negotiat- 
ing^ cmchuiing^  and  fgning  a  J^imtke 
and  fejidratc  treaty  rf  peace  viiii  the 
French  RepuhHc, 
native  of,  &c.  &c. 
going  to  Lifle,  department  of  the 
north,  the  place  appointed  for  (he 
negotiation,  with- 

out giving  or  fuiFcring  any  hin- 
drance to  be  given  to  him. 

**  This  paflport  fliall  be  in  force 
for  decades  only. 

^  Given  at  ^ris  the  23d  Priaritl, 
5th  year  of  the  Republic,  one  and 
iiidivifible. 

**  The  Minifter  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
(Signed)  "  Ch.  DeLACROix. 
"  By  the  Minifter, 

(Signed)    "  T.  Guiradet." 

^  6.  A  Note  from  Lord  Grenville 
to  M;  Delacroix,  dated  June  17  th, 
agreeing  to  Lille  being  made  the 
feat  of  the  negotiation;  defiringa 
free  communication  between  the 
ports  of  Calais  and  Dover ;  objed* 
ing  to  the  terms  in  which  the  paff- 
port  was  drawn  up,  as  not  aniwer- 
mg  e^xa<!Wy  to  th^  powers  and  miC- 
fion  of  the  King*s  Plenipotentiary, 
whofe  full  powers  would  include 
every  cafe,  and,  without  prefcribing 
to  him  aqy  particular  mode  of  iic- 
gotiatiou,  would  give  hun  the  moft 
unlimited  authority  to  conclude 
any  articles  or  treaties,  whether 
preliminary 
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preliminary  or  definitive,  as  mi^ht 
beft  conduce  to  the  fpeedy  re-eSa- 
bliihment  of  peace,  the  minifter  be- 
ing equally  ready  and  authorized  to 
begin  the  negotiation  upon  either 
footing.  As  to  what  regarded  the 
^ueftion  of  a  feparate  treaty,  his  Ma- 
jcily  infilled  on  Drovidin?' for  what 
was  due  to  the  w^ueen  of  Portugal, 
being  willing  to  enter  into  the  ne- 
cef&ry  explanations  with  refpe^  to 
theintereft  of  Spain  and  Holland. 
This  note  concludes  with  announcr 
in^  the  appointment  of  Lord 
Malmeibury  as  his  Majeffy's  Pleni* 
potentnry. 

7.  A  Note  from  M.  Delacroix  to 
Lord  Grenville,  dated  June  20th, 
cxpreffive  ,of  the  perfeft  coinci- 
dence of  the  Diredory  in  the  fenti- 
ments  of  his  Britannic  Majefty,  (hit- 
ed  in  the  foregoing;  note ;  agreeing 
t«  fend  a  new  paflport;  comenting 
to  receive  Lord  Malmeibury  as 
Plenipotentiary  from  the  Kin^,  al- 
though **  another  choice  would 
iiave  appeared  to  them  to  augur 
more  favourably  for  the  fpeedy 
conclufion  of  peace,^'  and  defiring 
that  "  couriers  ftiould  not  be  fent 
too  frequently,  the  frequent  fend- 
ing of  them  having  been  one  of  the 
pnncipal  caufcs  of  the  nipture  of 
the  former  negotiation.** 

8.  A  Note  from  Lord  Grenville 
to  M.  Delacroix,  dated  June  26th, 
announcing  that  Lord  Malmefbury 
would  fei  out  for  Lifle  on  the  SOth, 
to  negotiate  for  a  definitive  treaty. 
The  remark  refpefting  his  Lord- 
ihip,  the  note  iays,  did  hot  require 
an  anfwer.  **  With  regard  to  the 
rupture  of  the  lafi  negotiation,  the 
circumftances  and  the  motives  of  it 
were  known  to  all  Europe :  and  it 
was  not  at  the  moment  of  entering 
into  a  new  pacific  difcuffion  that 
the  firitifii  government  conceived 


it  could  be  of  any^ufe  to  recall  them 
to  recollection. 

9.  A  Note  from  M.  Delacroix  t» 
Lord  Grenville,  dated  June  29thy 
ftating  that  the  French  rlempoten*^ 
tiaries  were  already  at  Lille,  and 
that  the  neceflarv  provifions  had 
been  made  refpefting  packet  boats 
and  couriers. 

10.  An  Extraft  of  a  difpatch 
from  Lord  Malmefbury  to  Lord 
Grenville,  dated  Lifle,  Tuly  6tli, 
announcing  that  he  had  that  morn- 
ing had  his  firfl  conference  with 
the  French  Plenipotentiaries,  when 
they  mutually  exchanged  their  full 
powers.  Nothing  more  then  paff> 
cd, 

1 1 .  A  copy  of  the  fiiU  Powers  «t 
the  French  Plenipotentiaries,  Le- 
t6urneur,  Pelley,  and  Maret,  and 
the  Secretary  General  Colchen,  to 
agree  upon  and  fign  the  articles  of 
the  treaty,  conformably  to  the  in* 
ftrudions  of  the  Executive  Direc- 
tory. 

(No.  12.) 

Extra/it  if  m  D'ffimick  fivm  Imd 
Malm^fiwy  /#  Lai'd  GremnUc^  dated 
Li/k^Jufy  II,  1197. 

I  HAD  the  honour  in  my  lafl, 
by  Brooks,  of  the  6th  inftant,  to 
inform  vour  Lordfliip  of  my  arrival 
here,  or  the  manner  m  which  I  had 
been  received,  and  of  my  havings 
in  the  ufual  form,  exchanged  my 
full  powers  with  the  French  Pleni- 
potentiaries. On  Friday  the  7  th, 
at  noon,  we  held  our  fecond  con- 
ference. I  opened  this  fecond  con- 
ference with  the  French  Plenipo- 
tentiaries, by  faying,  that  I  myfelf 
had  no  obfervations  to  make  on 
their  full  powers,  which  appeared  . 
to  be  conformable  to  thofe  ufually 
given  by  the  Direftor^  to  their 

M  4  Plenipotentiaries, 
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PknxMtcntiaries,    tnd   o£  courfc 
fnvit  oe  confidercd  as  Aifficient  foi; 
the  puipofcs  jexprefl^   in  them  5 
ihd/t  ly  however,  had  tranfinitted 
them  kjr  a  mciTengcr  fo  my  court, 
^Tkd  refcnrcd  to  myfelf  the  right  of 
communicating  any  objections  or 
remarks  which  I  might  receive  by 
<hc  return  of  my  meflengcr,  rela- 
tive to  them.    M.  Lc  Tourneur, 
I0  whom,  as  prefident  of  the  com- 
^ffion,  t  addrefled  myfelf,  replied, 
iiuit  they  had  taken  precifely  the 
femcftcpsasmyfelf;  tnattheycon- 
fidered  the  fall  powers  I  had  ^iven 
7n,  as  in  due  form,  and  fufficient ; 
lilt  tlxat  they  alfo  referved  to  them- 
felv<;s  the  fame  ri^ht,  in  regard  to 
in{hru6iions  they  might  receive  from 
tihe  Dire<2ory  on  this  fubjeft,  as  I 
had  claimed  m  regard  to  my  court. 
To  this,  of  courfe,  I  affented.     Oi\^ 
Saturday,  the  8th  inftant,  I  gave 
in  the  /tivjct  precifclyiks  I  had  re- 
ceived it  from  your'Lordlhip;  a 
copy  of  which  (A)  as  it  is  trannate4 
into  French,  I  think  it  my  duCv  to 
inclofe.    On^  of  the  French  Pleni- 
potentiaries propofcd  that  fome  time 
Should  be  given  them  to  take  the 
|MX>poiklsIbui  mad^  into  con^era- 
tion,  and  begged  of  me,  merely  for 
fhe  fake  of  accuracy,  and  to  help 
tneir  memory,  that  I  would  be  good 
enough  either  to  let  M.  Colchen 
put  down  on  paper,  or  myfelf  fend 
uiem  a  note  confalning  the  words 
with  which  I  wiftied  the  Articles 
left  in  blank  to  be  filled  up.    I  rea- 
dily acquiefced  in  the  latter  ippde, 
and  immediately  on  my  return  fent 
them  the  inclofed  note  (K).    On 
Sunday  evening  I  received  the  in- 
clofed note  (C)  from  the  French 
Plenipotentiaries,   and   in   confe- 
^ucnce  of  it  went  to  the  propofed 
conference  yefterday.    One  of  the 
French  Plenipotentiaries  informed 


me  on.the  fub/eft  of  the  /ryr  t 

had  given  them,  and  the  note  witb 
which  I  had  accompanied  it,  that 
as  thefe  papers  contam  many  poioU 
on  whicn  tneir  i^ffal2&ion$  did  not 
enable  them  to  anfwer,  they  had, 
after  having  given  them  ^  very 
fcrious  attention,  fent  them,  with 
fuch  obfervalions  a^  they  had 
thought  it  their  duty  to  make  oa 
them,  to  the  Direftoi^,  and  that 
the  moment  they  received  an  aa** 
fwer,  they  would  cpmimmicate  it  to 
me.  Bui  that  in  the  mean^hik, 
not  to  delay  the  progreis  of  the 
negotiation,  they  wifhed  that  fcvc- 
ral  points  which  he  termed  infukt- 
ed,  but  which,  though  not  referred 
to  in  our/ro/ef,  were,  he  faid,  in« 
feparably  conneded  with  the  gene-*  ' 
ral  fub]e£k  of  peace,  might  be  dif- 
cuiled  and  got  rid  of  now  if  I  had 
no  objeftion,  and  that  it  was  with 
this  view  they  had  requeued  me  to 
meet  them.  •—  On  my  not  cxpreiT* 
in^  any  difapprobation  to  this  mode 
pfproceeding,  one  of  the  French 
Flenij)otentiajies  began,  bv  faying, 
that  m  the  preamble  of  tne  treaty 
the  title  or  Kine  of  France  was 
ufed ;  that  this  title  they  contended 
could  no  longer  b&  infilled  on ;  the 
abolition  otit  wu  in  a  manner 
efTcntial  to  the  full  acknowledge^ 
menl  of  the  French  Republic,  and 
that  as  it  was  merely  titular  as  far 
as  related  to  hi^  Maje^,  biit  quite 
otherwii]s  in  the  feaife  in  which  it 
applied  to  them,  he  bopea  it  would 
not  be  confidered  a^  an  important 
conceiCon.-^I  informed  him^  that 
on  all  former  occafiofis  a  fepaitite. 
article  had  been  agreed  to,  which 
appeared  to  me  to  anfwer  eVcry 
purpofe  they  requited,  and  whicu 
it  was  mv  intention,  as  the  treaty 
advanced,  to  have  propofed,  an 
proper  to  ma]^e  part  of  tnia.    The 
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ilKtick  (Uie  &fi  of  Omi  fspasirte  ones 
in  the  tfCfttv  of  1783)  wns  dicn- 
read;  but  my  objeded  to  it,  as 
not  hilly  meeting  their  views.    It 
was  to  the  titk  itfelf,  as  well  as  to 
lay  rkbt  which  might  be  fuppcrfed 
toaiiie  from  it,  that  they  qrbje^ed. 
I  could  fcaioe  aQow  mylelf  to  treat 
thb  mode  of  reafo&ing  £eriau(ly. 
I  endeavoured  to  -make  them  feel 
tfiat  it  was  cavilliog  for  a  mere 
word ;  that  it  was  creating  difficuU 
tics  where  none  exifted;  and  that 
if  ail  the  Frem:b  inoniirchs  in  the 
courfe  of  tlwee  cei^uries  had  idlow- 
cd  this  to  ftand  in  the  preamble  of 
all  treaties  and  tiranfaAioiis  between 
the  two    countries^   I  could  not 
conceive^  after  its  having  been.ufed 
for  fo  long  a  period  without  any 
tkum  or  preteiwon  being  fet  forth 
in  confequence  of  it,  how  it  could 
now  affc£^  either  the  dignity,  fccu* 
rity,  or  importance  of  the  Repub* 
lio-that  in  fad  fuch  titles  have 
ever  been  coniidered  as  indefeaf- 
ible,  and  as  memorials  and  records 
of  former  greatnefs,  and  not  as  pre* 
tcnfions  to  pnefent  power— and  F 
quoted  the  tiUes  of  the  Kings  of 
Sardinia  .and  Kaples,  &c.  as  ex-^ 
unples  exactly  in  point.    I  argued 
fcowever  in  vaia.    They  treated  it 
vciy  gravely,  and  made  fo  ftrong  a^ 
ftajid  upon  it,  that  I  could  not  avoid 
taking  it  for  reference,   which  I 
thought  it  better  to  do  tlttn,  feeU 
ing  as  I  did  at  the  moment,  to  pufli 
the  c^nveriation  farther. 

The  fecond  infuiated  point  was 
»  ^ry  material  one  indeed,  and 
wfaieh,  dthough  it  has  been  advert- 
ed to  as  a  propofal'that  might  pof- 
fihly  be  brought  forward,  fcozifefs 
€ameupon  me  wexpeAcdly.  —  It 
was  to  alk.  either  a  reftitution  of 
the  (hips  taken  and  dcftroycd  at 
TeidoQ,  or  an  equivaknt  W  them. 


They  grounded  this  cUm  on  thm 
preiinMBary  declaration    made  b^. 
Lord  Hood  on  hi&  taking  pofleiffioa 
qf  To«k>o ;  and  on  tlie  eighth  ar* 
tide  of  the  Declaration  of  the  ConH^ 
mittee   of  the  Se^ions  to   him. 
They  &id,  peace,  thev  hoped,  waa 
about  to*be  re-eftabliined ;  that  hm 
Majefty,  in  acknowledging  the  Re* 
public,  admitted  that  a  fovereigntf 
exiAed  in  the  French  GoVernroentf 
and,  of  courfe,  that  the  fliips,  heM 
only  as  a  depofit  by  England  tiH 
this  legal  authority  was  admitted^ 
ought  now  to  be  reftpred.    I  ti^ 
plied,  that  this  claim  was  fo  per»> 
fedly  unlooked  for,  that  it  was  iai«« 
poffible  fbr  me  to  have  been  pror 
Added  for  it  in  my  inibn^tions,  ani 
that  I  could  therefore  .cMily  convej 
my  own  private  fentiments  on  il^ 
which  were,  that  they  could  not 
have  devifed  a  fiep  more  likely  to  ' 
defeat  the  great  end  of  our  miiiion. 
One  of  the  French  Plenipotehtiariea 
ftid,  that  he  £ncerely  hoped  not; 
that  without  a  reftitutaon  of  th# 
ihips,  an  equivalent  might  be  ibuiid 
to  effe£k  the  puipofe  defired,  iinc« 
their  great  object  was,  that  fooie-- 
thinj  ihould  appear  to  prove  thai 
this  juft  demand  had  not  been  over* 
looked  by  them,  and  was  not  left 
unfatisfied  by  us.     I  told  him  fairly^ 
I  did  not  fee  where  this  equivalent 
was  to  be  found,  or  how  it  couki 
be  appreciated ;  and  that  ccnfider* 
ing  the  great  advantages  France  ha4 
already  obtained  by  the  war,  and 
thofe  ihe  was  likely  to  obtain  from. 
the  a6b  of  condefcenfion  I  had  ai* 
ready  intimated  hb  Majefiy  waa 
difpofed  to  make  in  order  to  refiore 
peace,  I  was  much  •  furprifcd  and 
decpiv  concerned  at  what  I  heirdv 
Itrufted,  therefore,  that  this  verr 
inadmiifible  pr^ofal  would  be  willi'^ 
drawn.    They  laid  it  ,was  net  ut 
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Aqt  power;  and  one  of  them, 
^m  ft  written  paper  before  him^ 
which  he  iaid  were  his  inftni^ons^ 
read  to  me  words  to  the  effed  I 
have  ab«ady  ftated. 

Their  third  queftion  was  as  to 
any  mortmge  we  might  have  upon 
the  Low  Countries,  in  comequcnce 
of  money  lent  to  the  Emperor  by 
Great  Britain— *  they  wiflied  to  know 
if  any  fuch  exifted,  (ince,  as  they 
had  taken  the  Low  Countries,  charg- 
ed with  all  their  incumbrances,  they 
were  to  declare  that  they  fhould  not 
confider  themfelves  bound  to  an- 
fwer  any  mortgage  given  for  money 
lent  to  the  Emperor,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  carrying  on  war  againft 
them. 

I  told  them,  that  without  reply- 
ing to  this  queftion,  fuppolSng  the 
caie  to  exift,  the  exception  they 
required  ihould  have  been  ihted 
in  their  treaty 'with  the  Emperor, 
and  could  not  at  all  be  mixed  up  in 
ours;  that  if  they  had  taken  the 
Low  Countries,  as  they  ftood  charg* 
'fd  with  all  their  incumbrances, 
there  could  be  no  doubt  what  thefe 
words  meant,  and  that  if  no  excep- 
tion was  dated  in  the  firft  inftance, 
none  could  be  made  with  a  retro- 
adive  efFe^. 

The  French  Plenipotentiaries, 
however,  were  as  tenacious  on  this 
point  as  on  the  other  ^wo;  and  as  I 
found  to  every  argument  I  ufed' 
that  they  conuantly  oppofed  their 
inifaii^ons,  I  had  notning  to  do 
but  to  defire  that  they  would  give 
me  a  written  paper  iiating  their 
three  claims,  in  order  that  I  might 
immediately  tranfmit  it  to  your 
Lordfhip ;  and  on  this  being  pro- 
mifed,  our  conference  broke  up. 

Between  four  and  five,  P.  M. 
ycfterday,  I  received  the  enclofed 
Aote  (D) ;  and  I  have  loft  no  time 


fince  it  is  in  my  poflbffion  in  pr?« 
paring  to  fend  away  a  melfenger,  as 
independent  of  the  difagreeable' 
fubje^  brought  forward  in  this  hft 
conference,  and  which  it  b  matmal 
ihould  be  communicated  without 
delay.  I  am  anxious-  his'  Majefty 
ihould  be  informed  of  what  has 
pafled  in  general  up  to  this  day,  as 
It  may  perhaps  fiimiih  feme  ideas 
as  to  the  pomble  event  of  the  ne- 
gotiation. 

No.  15.  (A) 
Pr^e^  if  a  Treaty  tfVeact* 

BE  it  known  to  all  thofe  whom 
it  ihall  or  may  in  any  manner  con- 
cern. The  moil  Serene  and  mofi: 
Potent  Prince,  George  the  Third, 
by  the  Grace  oip  God,  King  of  Great 
Britain,  France,  and  Irelimd,  Duke 
of  finmlwick  and  Lunenburgfa, 
Arch  Treafurcr  and  Eledor  of  the 
Holy  Roman  Empire,— and  the  Ex- 
ecutive Directory  of  the  French 
Republic,  bdng  equally  defirous  to 

Eut  an  end  to  the  war,  which  has 
>r  fome  time  pail  fubfifted  between 
the  dominions  of  the  two  parties, 
have  named  and  coniHtuted  for 
theirPlenipotentiaries,charged  with 
the  concluding  and  figning  of  the 
definitive  treaty  of  peace,  viz.  the 
King  of  Great  Britain,  the  Lord 
Baron  of  Malmefbury,  a  Peer  of  the 
kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  Knight 
of  the  linoft  honourable  Order  of 
the  Bath,  Privy  Counfellor  to  his 
Britannic  Majcfty  and  the  Execu- 
tive Dire6bory  ot  the  French  Re- 
public, who, 
after  havine  exchanged  their  re- 
fpeftive  full  powers,  have  aprod 
upon  the  following  Articles  :— 

L-*As  foon  as  this  treaty  ihall 
be  iigned  and  ratified,  there  ihall 
bean  univerialand  perpetual  peaces 
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ti  ivcU  bv  fea  as  by  land,  and  a  fio- 
cere  ana  confbmt  friendihip  be- 
tween the  two  contrading  parties, 
and  their  dominions,-and  territories, 
and  people,  without  exception  of 
either  places  or  perfons;  fo  that 
the  high  contracting  parties  fliall 
give  the  greateft  attention  to  the 
maintaining  between  themfelves 
and  thdr  laid  dominions,  territories, 
and  people,  this  redpropJ  friend* 
ihip  and  intercourfe,  without  per- 
mitting hereafter^  on  either  part, 
any  kind  of  holtilities  to  be  com- 
mitted either  by  fea  or  by  land,  for 
any  caufe,  or  under  any  pretence 
whatfoever.  There  fhaU  be  a  ge- 
neral obliirion  and  amnefly  of  every 
thing  which  may  have  been  done 
or  committed  by  either  party  to- 
wards the  other  before  or  fince  the 
commencement  of  the  war;  and 
they  (hall  carefully  avoid  for  the 
future  every  thing  which  might 
prejudice  the'  union  happily  re- 
tfiablifhed. 

Immediately  after  the  exchange 
of  the  ratifications  of  this  treaty, 
wders  (hall  be  fent  to  the  armies 
wd  fqu:;^rons  of  both  parties  to 
ftt^  all  hoftilities ;  and  for  the  exe- 
cution of  this  article,  fea-pafles  fhall 
be  given  on  each  fide  to  the  ihips 
difpatched  to  carry  the  news  of 
peace  to  the  poffeiiions  of  the  two 
parties. 

H.  —  The  treaties  of  peace  of 
Nimeguen  of  1678  and  1679,  of 
Ryfwick  of  1697,  and  of  Utrecht 
0^  1713;  that  of  Baden  of  1714; 
^1  of  the  triple  alliance  of  the 
Harac  of  1?  17 ;  that  of  the  quad- 
njple  alKance  of  London  of  17 18  j 
^e  treaty  of  peace  of  Vienna  of 
1736;  the  definitive  treaty  of  Aix 
«  Chtpcllc  of  1748 ;  the  definitive 
^ty  of  Paris  of  1763,  and  that  of 
VttfiiiUc$  of  1783,  ftrvc  ,$$  a  fatfii 


and  foundation  to  the  peaee,  and  to 
the  prefent  treaty.  And  for  thb 
purpofe  they  are  all  renewed  and 
confirmed  in  the  befl  form,  foihat 
they  are  to  be  exa^Uy  oblerved  for 
the  future  in  their  full  tenor,  and 
religioufiy  executed  by  both  parties 
in  fdl  tHe  points,  which  ihSdl  not 
be  derogated  from  by  the  prefent 
treaty  of  peace.  ir 

III.— All  the  prifoners  taken  on 
either  fide,  as  well  by  land  as  by 
fea,  and  the  hofhiges  carried  away 
or  given  during  the  war,  fliall  be  re* 
flored,  without  ranfom,  in  fix  weeks 
at  btefl,  to  be  computed  from  the 
day  of  the  exchange  of  the  ratifica* 
tions  of  the  pre^nt  treaty;  eacn 
party  refpe6Hvely  difcharging  the 
advances  which  fhall  have  been 
made  for  the  fubfiflence  and  main- 
tenance of  their  prifoners  in  the 
country  where  they  fhall  have  been 
detained,  according  to  the  receipts, 
attefled  accounts,  and  other  authen* 
tic  vouchers,  which  fhall  be  fin*, 
nifhed  on  each  fide;  and  fecurity. 
fhall  be  reciprocally  given  for  the 
payment  of  the  debts  which  the 
pnfoners  may  have  contra^ed  in 
the  countries  where  they  may  have 
been  detained,  until  their  entire 
releafe. 

.  IV.— With  refj)e«a  to  the  rights 
of  fifhery  on  the  coaffo  of  the  ifland 
of  Newfoundland,  and  of  the  iflanda 
adjacent,  and  in  the  Guiph  of  St^ 
Lawrence,  the  two  parties  fiiall  re- 
turn to  the  faine  fituation  in  which 
they  flood  refpe^vely,  accordiaig 
to  the  treaties  and  engagements 
fubfifiing  at  the  period  of  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war.  And  with 
his  view,  his  Msjefly  confents  to 
reftore  to  France,  in  full  right,  the 
ifknds  of  St.  Pierre  and  Miquelon. 

v.— The  fame  principle  of  the 
fbtc  of  pofleffion  before  the  war,  is 
adopted 
1 
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1iddpl«a  hf  nrannl  confihit,  ivith 
ttfnc€t  to  di  other  pt>f!elBons  and 
f  igntS  on  both  fides,  in  ct'cry  part 
#1  the  world,  fare  only  the  exocn. 
,t!on6  vrhitk  are  (tipylktod  by  the 
fcbfeqtienlf  articles  of  thw  trtaty. 
And,  to  this  intent,  aJi  pofleifions 
or  territoricB  which  hare  or  ma^ 
hsBvt  been  conauered  by  one  of  thr 
parties  from  the  other  (and  not 
mdftliy  excepted  m  this  treaty) 
fhall  be  refbored  to  the  party  to 
whom  they  belonged  at  the  com- 
nencement  of  the  prefent  war. 

VI.  --  From  this  prmcipic  of  ran* 
fnal  reftitution,  the  two  psdrties  h^e 
agreed  to  except 

which  ihatt  nsmain  to  his  Britannic 
Majefty,  in  fnll  fovereigntr. 

VII.— In  all  the  cafes  of  reftitu- 
tion  provided  by  the  prefent  treaty, 
the  fortreifes  fliali  be  reftored  in  the 
ftme  condition  in  which  they  now 
are,  and  no  injury  fliali  be  done  Ur 
any  works  that' have  been  con^ 
ftni£bed  ince-  the  conqueft  oi 
ttiem: 

VHI.-^h  18  OR  agreed,  that  in 
€rery  cafe  of  reftitntion  or  ceffion 
jJTOvided  by  any  of  the  articles  of 
this  treaty,  die  term  of  three  yean 
from  the  date  of  the  notification  of 
the  treaty,  in  the  refpe6Hve-  terri- 
fbry  or  place  reftorcd  cr  eeded, 
Aail  be  aUowed  to  perfons,  of  what«> 
ever  description,  refiding  or  beinr 
in  the  faid  tctritory  or  place,  poU 
fefled  of  property  therein  under 
any  title  exiiting  before  the  war, 
or  which  has  fince  devolved  to  them 
by  the  laws  then  exifiing ;  during 
wnich  term  of  thnee  years  they 
ihalt  remain  and  reiide  unniolefted 
iff  the  exerdfe  of  their  religion, 
*nd  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  pof- 
feffionsand  effe<%K,  upon  the  con- 
<IUions  and  titles  under  wluch  they 
H  acquired  the  lame,  without  beui| 


liable,  In  an^  mhaxler,  orund^  any 
pretence,  to  be  profecuted  or  fued 
for  their  paft  cotxiu^b,  except  as  to 
the  difcharge  of  jult  debts  to  indi- 
viduabi  and  that  all  thoie  who, 
within  the  time  of'  months 

^ttt  the  notificati6n  of  this  trtaty, 
fhall  declare'  to  the  government 
then  e&bliflied,  their  intention  to 
withdraw  themfelves  or  their  effeds, 
and  to  remove  to  fome  other  place, 
fliallhave  and  obtain,  within  one 
month  after  Aich  deckratfon,  full 
liberty  to  depart  and  to  remove 
their  effe^h,  or  to  fell  and  dt^fe 
of  the  fame,  whether  moveable  or 
immoveable,  at  any  time  wlihia 
the  faid  period  of  three  years,  vKth* 
out  any  reftraint  or  hindrance^  cx« 
oept  on  account  of  debts  at  any 
time  contia^M,  of  of  any  criminal 
firofecution  for  a6tB  done  fvbfe- 
quent  to  the  ntytiJBcation  of  thi» 
treaty* 

IX.«-A8  it  is  necef&ry  to  appoint 
a  certain  period  for  the  rbftitutions 
hereinbefore  ftipulated,  it  is  agreed 
that  the  &me  (hall  take  place  in 
Europe  within  (one  month) — in  A- 
frica  and  America  within  (three 
months) •'and  in  Afia  within  (fiie 
months)  after  the  ratification  of  the 
prefent  treaty. 

X.— For  preventing,  the  revival 
of  the  kw-luits  which  have  been 
ended  in  the  territories  to  be  re- 
ftored  by  virtue  of  tiiis  trtaty,  it  is 
agreed,  that  the  judgments  in  pri- 
vate caufes  pronounced' in  the  iaff 
refort,  and  which  have  acquired 
tiie  force  of  matters  determined, 
fhall  be  confirmed  and  executed  ac* 
cording  to  their  fonn  and  tenor. 

XI.-**The  decifioa  of  the  prizes 
and  feizures  of  ihipi  and  their  car- 
goes taken  at  fea,  or  feized  in  Jhd 
ports  of  either  country,  prior  to  the 
koftilitiesi  ifaali  be.  referred  to  th^ 
rcfpeftivc 
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efpc^vf  covrtt^juftice;  ibthat  bove-mentioned  kUies:*^jlnd  th^^. 

the  legality  o^  tb.e  i^ii  prizet  and  two    ooatsaftin^    parti««    &rtlitr> 

UhuTQ^  {Mi  ^  i^cided  accprdiog  ag;i;Qe,that  if  their  »lies  vtfpe^i9&^ 

t<^  ihf  l^w  of  ntttiocs^  aiul  tQ  trca^  ly  Ihall  not  have  to  accedccr  wi«hi» 


tics,  in  the  covrtB  o{}uftic/5  of  the 
nation  which  fhall  have  made  the 
capture,  or  ordered  the  fciznres. 
And^  m  order  tQ  pr^<(renl  all  cajiifeir, 
of  complaint  and  diQ>ute  which 
113a  y  arife  on  accQiint    of   pii^^es 


the  fpBoe  of  two  months  a£t9r  ths: 
e^tchonge  of  the  miaficatkiAi  of  tlik« 
tt«aty,  the  party  fb  refufing  to  ac- 
c^Bde,  fball  not  reci^iYe  ktua  ks  ally 
?Ay  aid  or  fuecour  of  any  nalure< 
dnringthe  &rther  cootiavanoe  nP 
which  may  be  madt:  at  fba  after  the.  the  war. 
%ningof-  this  trca|>,  it  is  recipro-.       XUL  —  Hi*  Britannic  Jiajeftf? 
cally  agreed,  that  the  veiTela  and.  engages  to  conclude    a  definitive 
cfk'if^s  which  may  be  taken  in  the,  "peace' with  his  Catholic  Majefty  oik 
Britiih  Channel  and.. in  the  Norths  the  footing  of  the  date  of  yiSkt^'- 
Seas,  aftec  the  fp^cie  of  twelve  days^   Hon  before  the  war,  witbthe  e^- 
to  be  computed.forn, the  exchange,  ception  of 

of  the  rati^tions  of  this  treaty,  which  (hall  remain  in  full  fov«»* 
ihaiibe  reftored  on^i^aclii  fide:  •- —  rcigoty  to  his  Britannic  Majcfty. 
that  the  teno  ikajk  be  one  month  XlV.-^H^s  Britannic  Majelhr  iii' 
from  the  Britiih  Channel  and  the  like  n^anner  engages  to  conchide  a- 
North  Seasi  a3  far  as  the  Canary  definitive  peace  with  the  Bataviaa^ 
Idands  inclufively,  whether  in  the  Republic  on  the  fame  footing  of* 
ocean  or  in  the  Meditcrxanean  :>  the  ikle  qf  poifeffion  before  the 
two  oKmtJhs  fr/:>m  the  faid  Canary  vmr^  with  the  exception  of 
Ijlanda  ^  iar  as  the  equino&ial  line  ^  ^  which  ihall 

Of  equator:  •*  three  months  from,  remain  to  his  Britannic  Majefty  ift- 
tfie  equator  to  any  .part  to  the  weft«;  full  ibvereignty,  and  of 
ifard  of  the  Cs^eof  Good  Hope>  which, (hall  bQcedodto  hbllaje%^ 
and  the  eafiw4rd  of  Cape  Horn  :«-*.  10  exchange  for  * 
aiid.laftly,  five  months  m  all  other.>      In  confideration  of  thefe  reftita<» 
p»rts  of  thc)  w^ild,' without  any  ex/-    tions^  to-be  hereby  made  by*  Ina- 
Q}ption»  or   any  more   particular.  Britannic  MajeftTf  all  property  b^. 
defcription  of  time  or  place.  •  iMiging  to  the  Prince  of- Orange^ 

Xli.-— The  allies  of  the  two  par*,  in.  the  m(Mith  of  December  1794^ 
ties,  that  is  to  lay,  her  Mofl  Esulhu'  and  which  has  been  feized  andcen- 
fill  Majefly.i^aily.of  his  Britannic  fifcafied  fince'that  period,  ihall  be- 
Majcfty^  and  his.  Catimlic  Majefty-.  x^oredtohim^  orafiill'eauivBlenfcf 
and  the  Betikvian  ftepublicas. allies.-  in  money  given  him- for  tne  fame: 
of  the  Erench  B.t^blic,  jfhall  be  And  the  French  Republic  further 
iovited'by  the  two  cnntrading.  per'*    el^gages  to  procure  for  him,  at  the 


general  peace,  an  adequate  com* 
p)^niation  for  theldA  of  Ids  oAcef 
and  dignities  in  the  United  Pro«' 
vlnces;  and  the  perfens  who  have 
been  imprilbneaor  boniihed^  or 
ranieeto  (^cisi .other,  beix^  the»t«i  whofe  property  has  been. fequefter*  * 
Tf  fpc^Tcly  authorized  by  their  a-    ed  or  confifcatcd  in  the  (aid  re* 

public 


ties  to  accede  to  this  peace  on  the 
terms  and  oondiliqiis  fpecified  in 
the  three  foUowuig  articles;  the 
execution  of  which  the  iaid  two 
contracting  p^rtiesr^iprocally  gua* 
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pu3lie»  6n  account  of  their  attach* 
meat  to  the  interefts  of  the  Houfe 
of  Orange,  or  to  the  former  go> 
iKenunciit  of  the  United  Provinces, 
ihaH  be  udeafed,  and  fhali  be  at 
liberty  to  return  to  their  country, 
and  to  refide  therein,  and  to  enjoy 
their  property  there,  conforming 
themfdrei  to  the  laws  and  confti^ 
tlition  thele  efiabHihed. 

XV.— The  French  Rcpubh'c  en- 
gages  to  conclude  a  definitive  peace 
with  her  Moft  Faithful  Majefty  on 
the  fame  footing  of  the  ihite  ofpof- 
ieffion  bdore  the  war,  and  without 
any  further  demand  or  burthenfome 
condition  being  made  on  either 
fide.       ' 

XVI.— AU  the  fiipulations  con- 
tained in  this  treaty,  refpeding  the 
time  and  manner,  of  making  the 
reililutions  therein  mentioned,  and 
all  the  privileges  thereby  referved 
tf  the  inhabitants  or  proprietors  in 
the  iHands  or  territories  rcftored  or 
qsded,  (hall  apply  in  like  manner 
ig^  the  reftitutions  to  be  made  by 
virtue  of  any  of  the  three  laft  arti- 
ctes,  yh.  the  XUIth,  XlVtb,  and 
XVth,    except  in  thofe  infiances 
wh4re  the  fame  may  be  derogated 
f^ii  by  the  mutual  confent  of  the* 
piiM^es  concerned. 
.. XVII.— All  former  treaties  of 
j/eace  between  the  refpe^tive  par- 
ties, to  whom  the  iaid  three  articles 
rekte,  and  which  fubfifted  and  were 
ia  force  at  the  pofnmencement  of  • 
hoAilitiesbet^e^  them  refpedive- 
ly»  ihall  be  rcDAwtdy  except  in  inch 
i^ances  only  where  the  fame  may . 
be-  derogated  £ronjL  by  mutual  con- 
fent ;  and  the  articles  of  this  treaty 
for  the  reftoiation  of  prifoners,  thi& 
ccl^^tion  of  hoitiiities,  and  the  de-  - 
clfion  relative  to  prizes  and  feizures^; 
fl^all  equallv  apjdy.to  the  reipe^v«/ 


parties  to  whom  the  iaid  three  arti- 
cles relate,  and  fliall  be  held  to  be 
in  full  force  between  them,  as  foon 
as  they  (hall  refpedively  and  in 
due  form  have  acceded  to  this 
treaty. 

XVIII.— All  fequedrations   im  • 
pofed  by  any  of  the  parties  named  - 
in  this  treaty,  on  the  nehts,  proper- 
ties, or  debts  of  indivicraals  l)dong- 
ing  to  any  other  of  the  faid  parties, 
fhall  be  taken  off,  and  the  property, 
of  whatever  kind,  fhall  be  reftored 
in  the  fiilleft  manner  to  the  lawful ' 
owner,    or  jufl   compenfation  be 
made  for  it:  And  all  complaints  of 
injury  done  to  private  mroperty, 
contrary  to  the  ufual  practice  and 
rules  of  war,  and  all  claims  of  pri- 
vate rights  or  property  which  be- 
longed to  individuals  at  the  periods 
of  uie  commencement  of  hofHtities 
refpe^tively  between  the  hid  par- 
ties, viz.  Great  Britain  and  Fortu- 
fsl  on  the  one  fide,  and  France, 
pam,  and  Holland  on  the  other, 
and  which  ought,  according  to  the 
ufual  pradice  and  laws  of  nations, 
to  revive  at  the  period  of  peace, 
fhall  be  received,  heard,  and  decid- 
ed, in  therefpcAive  courts  of  jufUce 
of  the  different  parties;   and  fiiU 
juflice  therein  fhall  be  done  by  each 
of  the  faid  parties  to  the  fubje^s 
and  people  of  the  other,  in  the  fame 
manner  as  to  their  own  fubie^  or 
people.  And  if^any  complaint  fhould 
ariferefpe^bingthe  execution  of  this 
article,  which  cothplaint  fhall  not 
be.  fettled  by  mutual  agreement  be- 
tween the  refpeAivc  governments 
within  twelve  months  ailer  the  fame 
fhall  have  been  preferred  to  them, 
the '  fame  fhall  be  determined   by 
fwom  commiffioners  to  be  appoint-^ 
ed  op  each  fide,  with  power  to  cali 
iamaarbitrator  of  .any  indifferent 
-*i..  ...    natiotij 
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■atioa;  aadthededfionof  thefidd 
iommi^nen  Ihall  bebindingi  and 
without  appeal. 

XIX.  —  Hb  Britannic  Majcf^ 
and  the  French  Republic  promiie 
to  obfenre  fincerely,  and  iwia  fidt^ 
all  the  articles  contained  and  cftab- 
liihed  in  the  prefent  treaty;  and 
they  will  not  luffer  the  fame  to  be 
infringed,  dire^y  or  indirectly,  by 
their  refpedive  fubjei^S}  and  the 
faid  contra6Hng  parties  guanntee  to 
each  other,  generally  and  recipro- 
cally, all  the  mpulations  oi  the  pre- 
fent treaty. 

XX.<--The  folemn  ratifications 
of  the  prefent  treaty,  prepared  in 
good  and  due  form,  ihaU  be  ex- 
changed in 

between  the  contradkin^;  parties, 
in  the  fpace  of  a  month,  or  fooner, 
if  poffible,  to  be  computed  from  the 
day  of  the  fignature  of  the  prefent 
treaty. 

In  witnefs  whereof,  &c..&c. 

No.  14.  (B.) 

l^tUfnmLwd  Mtdnujbmy  to  the  Frenek 
Plcm/Meutiaries, 

THE  Minifter  Plenipotentiary  of 
his  Britannic  Majefly  has  the  ho- 
nour of  prefenting  to  the  Miniders 
Plenipotentiary  pf  the  French  Re- 
public, in  conlequence  of  the  wifh. 
cxprefied  by  them  in  the  confer- 
ence of  this  morning,  ^e  foi lowing 
note:  which  he  requefls  them  at 
the  fame  time  to  confider,  not  {p 
much  in  the  light  of  an  official  pa- 
per as  of  a  verbal  and  confidential 
conununication,  and  as.  a  proof  of 
His  readinefs  to  fcicilitate.  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  negotiation,  by  givmg 
^cm,  on  the  rery  outfctiall  the  ex- 
planations inhb  power  on  thit/tro- 
jet  of  the  treaty  which  be  has  deli- 
vered tp  them. 


If,  as  the  Minifters  Pleftip6tftn« 
tiary  of  the  French  Republic  have 
adured  him,  it  is  contrary  to  their 
moft  "^fitive  infhoidions  to  entec 
into  any  difcuffion  relative  to  th« 
ceiSon  of  thofe  poflei&ons  which- 
beionged  to  France-before  the  war, 
it  is  melefs  to  dwell  on  the  Vltk 
article,  fince  the  compenfations 
which  his  Britannic  Majeily  might 
have  demanded  b^  that  article,  iii 
return  for  the  reflitutions  which  he 
is  difpofed  to  make  for  the  re-eifaib- 
lifhment  of  peace,  mull,  in  confe- 
quence  of  this  declaration,  be  fought 
rar  in  the  cef&ons  to  be  made  by 
his  Catholic  Majefly  and  the  Bata-^ 
vian  Republic. 

Lord  Malmefbury  therefore  pro- 
pofes  to  infert  in  the  Xlllth  arti- 
cle, after  the  words  Jiatus  ante  hel-- 
lum^  the  following  w^ords:  *^  With. 
the  exception  of  the  ifland  of  Tri« 
xudad,  which  iludl  remain  in  fnH 
podeiiion  to  his  Britannic  Ma-t 
jefty." 

Lord  Malmefbury  imagines  that 
it  is  unneceifiury  for  him  to  rep^t 
the  reafons  which  induce  him  to* 
infill  upon  the  retaining  of  this  con*' 
quefl,  unlefs  compenution  fiiould 
be  made  for  it  by  fome  other  cef- 
fion  which  ihall  balance  the  aug- 
mentation of  power  accruine  tp 
France,  from  the  acquifition  of  the- 
Spanifh  part  of  St.  Domingo. 

With  regard  to  the  XlVth  arti- 
cle.  Lord  Malmefbury  propoies,* 
that  after  the  words  ^«fMf  mite  beU 
biftty  fhould  \k  added,  '<  With  the 
exceplion  of  the  town,  fort,  and 
eftablifhment  of  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  and  of  the  pofleftaons  whicl^ 
belonged  to  the  Dutch  before  the 
war  in  the  ifland  of  Ceylon,  and  of 
the  town  and  fort  of  Cochio,  which 
iball  be  ceded  to  his  Britannic  Ma-' 
jefly  in  exchange  for  the  town  of 
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Kcigapatnaxn  and  xU  depend^-  of  thi»  forhf  of  g6r6rinii«it^4}t^ 
i^es.*'  ^^^i  of  En^ftiMl^  wilt  not  alld^  t/P 
Lord  Malmcfbory  repeats  to  the  his  retaining  a  title  which  would 
Minifters  Plenipotentiary  of  the  imply  the  eriftence  in  France  of  an 
frcnch  Republic  the  affurance  of  order  of  thingi  which  ^^a^a*Iehd. 
1ti$  readineis  to  concur  with  tiietn»,  II.  The  Minifttrs  Pksnipoten- 
in  every  thing  which  ihall  depend'  tiary  of  tlic  Republic  ve  ordered  to- 
on binr,  to  bnng  the  negotiation  to-  demand  the  reftitution  of  the  vef- 
t  happy  iffiie;  and  requests  of  them,  Ms  taken  or  deftroyedal  Toulon. 
atthe  fame  tiijie,  to  accept  the  af.  Great  Britain  has  pubKcly  and 
fcranccs  of  his  high  Confideration.  formally  declared  that  thcfe  vcficJs 
/c-  «^J^     \;c.T«»*o.»^  werotafceain  thiftforthi^KiiHr  of 

Lfjky  •/«5r.7,  1,9/.  >  .  inconteftiWy  b<rfoogi  16  the  Rcpub- 

No.  !5.  (C.)  l»Ci  which  exercifes  the  rights  and- 

•  A  nole  from  the  French  Pleni-  S^fc^^^l^*!'  ?^?*  ^^"T, 

potenriaries  to  Lord   MaUneftuiy,.  I^^^.Z^^SH^'-r^^ 

^ed  Jidy  9,  acknowledging  the  P?'°*-*!f'*''?'«P?'.Vf  TDubn. 

,^eip/ofVVore.oingp,!,e.^  a..d.  SLW^rr^agi^X 

proporine  a   conference,  with  his*  i^^Zv.^     v.i-   ^^     vT^j*!..  . 

^^8  ^^^  either  to  make  dte  r^tntJon,  or 

Nty.  1^.  (D.)'  *o  offer  an  equivalent  for  it. 

F^iefr^tU  French  Pknih^ttariat^  ,.  M\The  Miniftcrt  Plenipotoi. 

L^MalmeJimy,dJtai.IJfle.  ti^ry  have  orders  to  demanci,    and 

•^  '^^  do  demand;  the  remmciatioiH  on 

THE  Miniflers  Ptonip^ehtiary^  the  part  .of  his  BntaxmicMajefty^ 

ef:  tlie  French  Republic  loie  ho*  of  the  mortage   on   Belgium.— 

tinte^in  complying  with 'the  wiHi*  That  country  was  mortgaged  for 

oxprsQed  to  theov  by  the  Mimllier  the  loans  mad^  by  the  Emperor  ia 

Pleaipo^entiary^  of  hi$ 'Britannic^  England.    It  has  become  an  inte- 

Sifa^Hy^by  tranfini^iiigi  to>  Mm  a  gralpart  of  tfie-  French  Kefmbhc, 

note  on  th^thfee  points' which  were  and  cannot  be  b^hcnedSiiritb  fuck 

ihefubjed  of  tl^ir  cOfiferonce  of  a-mortgage. 
this  day:  The  Miniiters  Plenipotentiary  of 

I.  They  have  po^ith^e  orders*  to  ^^  Frcndi  Republic  requefl  Lord 

require   tiie  renunciatioii>'Of  the'  Malme^ury  to  accept  the  ailuranoa 

tilfe  of  the  King  of  Prartce,  borne  of  thcb-  high  confideration. 

by  hifr  Britannic  Majefty.     Lo*d-  '        (Signed) 
Malmoibury'  is   requefted  to  ob*  Li  Tournevr'. 

ierre,    that   the  queftion  is    not  Plevillb  ts  Pbilsv. 

•rilv  of  a  renunciation  of  the  rights'  Hvgues  B.  Marbt. 

which  might  be  pretended  to  be  Lijky  U  ii  MtJ/idat^  btkjeat 
derived  from  this  title,  but  further  ^  the  RepuhU^^ 

and  fonnally   of  the    titte  itfcJf.  (Jufy  10,    1797.; 

The  eftabliihmcnt  of  the  Ffench  Colcitbk, 

RepubUc  and  the  ackftowiedgment  See.  Gen.  of  the  Legation. 

No. 
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(No.  17.) 

ExtraB  f  a  Dtfkatchfrm  LordCren^ 
vilk  ic  Lord  Malntejhwy^  dated 
Dtntming-ftreet^  July  1 3,  17  97 . 

WITH  refpc£t  to  the  demands 
contained  in  the  note  tranfmitted 
to  your  Lordfliip  by  the  French  mi- 
nifters,  they  have  been  naturally 
received  here  with  great  furprife. 
On  the  lubjeA  of  the  Netherlands 
as  conneded  with  the  Auftrian 
loans,  it  is  conceived  that  any  ex- 
planation between  his  Majefly  and 
^t  French  government  is  wholly 
unncceflary.  The  loans  raifed  in 
England  for  the  fcivicc  of  the  Em- 
peror of  Germany,  and  guaranteed 
Dy  ^6k  of  parliament  here,  reft,  as 
your  Lordihip  will  perceive  ,  by 
the  annexed  copy  of  the  conven- 
tion on  that  fubjejfl,  xipon  the  fecu- 
rity  of  all  the  revenues  of  all  the 
hereditary  dominions  of  his  Impe- 
rial Majefty.  They  do  not  fecm  in-, 
any  manner  to  come  under  the  de- 
fcription  contained  in  the  Vlth  ar- 
ticle of  the  preliminaries  between 
AuftrV  and  France,  refpecfling 
mortgages  upon  the  foil  of  the  Ne- 
therlands; on  which  ground  alone 
France  could  have  any  pretence  to 
interfere  in  the  buiinels.  Nor  is 
this  fubjeft  one  which  appears  to 
be  in  any  manner  a  fit  point  of  dif- 
cuffion  between  his  Majefty  and  the 
Republic;  the  King  neither  forms, 
nor  has  any  intention  of  forming 
any  demand  on  the  French  go- 
vernment for  the  payment  of  any 
Aart  either  of  the  intereft  or  capital 
of  thofe  loans.  It  is  to  the  Empe- 
ror alone  that  his  Majefty  looks  for 
the  performance  of  his  Imperial 
Majefty's  engagements  to  him ;  and 
it  is  upon  the  Auftrian  govern- 
nient,  and  upon  its  revenues,  that 
individuals  concerned  in  thofe  loans 

Vei.  XXXIX, 


\ji 


have  claims  of  private  right,  ;^i4 
means  of  perfonal  demand,  fecured 
to  them  by  the  convention. 

On  the  other  two  points- 1  havi 
nothing  to  add  to  the  obfervations 
which  your  Lordftiip  has  already 
made  upon  them:  and  we  caji 
therefore, only  wait  with  patienc*^ 
for  the  anfwer  to  ihe/trojet  delivered 
by  your  Lordfliip,  which  will  en- 
able us  to  form  a  judgment  on  th^ 
intentions  of  the  government  witji 
whom  we  are  treating. 

Right  Hw.  Urd  Malm^ury. 

(No.  18.) 
Ext^aa  of  a  Dif/iatchfiwnlMdMalme/'^ 
bury  to  Lara  Gremnlk^  dated  LaJU^ 
\ethjuly^  1797. 

IT  ^as  at  the  exprefs  invitation 
of  the  French  Plenipotentiaries 
that  I  met  them  on  Thurlday  the 
■  ISthinftant;  one  of  them  uated 
their  motive  for  wifliing  to  confer 
with  me,  not  to  be  in  confequence  ( 
of  any  anfwer  they  had  received 
from  Paris  on  the  fubjefk  of  the 
/urojety  which,  Jic  obferved,  could 
.not  be  exported  fo  loon,  but  to  rok 
iume  the  difcullion  on  the  article 
which  he,  had  objeAed  to  on  my 
.iij-ft  reading  the/'/o/r/,  and  on  which 
they  conceived  it  was  poflible  and 
even  expedient  to  argue  before  we 
entered  on  the  more  important 
branches  of  the  negotiation.  It 
was  Article  IL  that  he  referred  to. 
He  obje«5led  to  the  renewal  of  the 
treaties  therein  mentioned,  from  va- 
rious reafons :  Firft,  That  many, 
and  even  moft  of  them,  were  irrele- 
vant to  tliat  we  were  now  negoti- 
ating; Secondly,  That  they  werd^ 
in  contradi6lion  to  the  new  order 
of  things  eftabliflicd  in  France,  as 
they  (eem  to  imply  an  acknow- 
ledgement that  a  portion  of  the  re- 
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AI  amhority IS ftill extfting;  Third- 

ly,  That  they  mig^t  be  fuppofed  to 

apply  to  conventions  and  ftipub* 

Upns,   in  dire6l   contradifiion  to 

their  prefent  form  of  government; 

^nd  he  quoted  the  convention  of 

)PiInitz  in  particular.    I  was  about 

to  reply  to  him,  and  I  truftin  a  way 

that  would  liave  done  away  his  ap- 

prehenfions  on  this  point,  y^hen 

another  of  them  intcrpofed,  by  fay- 

Jhg,    That  their  finc6re  ana  only 

^eHre  was  that  the  treaty  we  were 

now  entering  upon  might  be  fo 

framed  as  to  fecure  permanently 

the  objed  for  which  it  was  intend!^ 

ed;  that  no  article  likely  to  pro- 
duce this  end  might  be  omitted, 

nor  any  doubtful  one  inferted;  but 

that  the  whole,  as  well  with  regard 

to  the  pail  as  to  the  future,  might 

be  fo  clearly  and  diilindly  expreff- 

ed,  that  no  room  for  cavil  might  be 

left.    This  he  aflured  me,  in  the 

name  of  his  colleagues,  was  all  that 

was  meant  by  their  objection  to 

l-enew  fo  many  treaties  in  which 

fbch  Various  intereih  were  blended, 

and  fo  many  points  difcufled  foreign 

to  the  prefent  moment.  Their  re- 
newing them  in  a  himp,  and  with- 
out examining  carefully  to  what  We 

wel-e  pledged  by  them,  might  in- 
volve us  in  difficulties, much  better 

to  be  avoided.     I  replied,  that  I 

admitted  moft  certainly  allthat  he 

faid,  and  that  it  wa^  with  this  view, 

and  on  this  principle  folely,  that 
Hhc  renewal  of  thefe  treaties  was 

propofed  by  his  Majefty;  and  that 
•  if  he  recollected  (as  he  undoubtedly 

did)  the  different  wars  which  were 

terminated  by  thefe  treaties,  and 

the  many  important  regulations  fH- 

pulfttcd  fcy  them,  he  would  admit 

that  the  allowing  th«m  to  remain 

i»  their  full  force  was  iimply  an 

acknowledgen^cnt  of  tlie  tenure  by 


which  almofl  all  the  foveremu  of 
Europe,  imd  particularly  the  ^nch 
Republic,  held  their  donuBions  up 
to  this  day.'  That  thefe  treatiea 
were  become  the  law  of  nations, 
and  that  infinite  confuiion  would  re- 
fult  from  thdr  not  being  renewed. 

He  replied,  thit  our  objed  was 
evidently  the  lame;  that  we  only 
differed  as  to  the  manner.  I  thought 
the  renewing  thefe  treaties  sv  ten 
t^ould  the  bcfl  contribute  to  it; 
while  they  were  inclined  to  think, 
that  extra^ing  from  them  every 
thing  which  immediately  related  to 
the  mterefls  of  the  two  countries, 
and  fbtine  it  in  one  artide,  was 
more  lik^  to  attain  this  defirable 
objeA.  The  French  miniiler  a- 
gain  repeated,  that  their  firft  wifh 
was,  that  the  treaty  we  were  now 
making  fhould  be  clear,  diftind, 
foKd,  and  lading,  and  fuch  a  one  ai 
could  not,  at  any  future  p^od,  be 
broken  through  without  a  manifeft 
violation  of  good  faith.  And  I  a- 
gain  repeated,  that  nothing  could 
be  fo  confbnafnt  to  my  orders,  or 
the  intentions  of  my  Royal  Mafier> 

One  of  the  French  Plenipoten- 
tiaries was  difpofed  to  dwell  on  hh 
obje£^ions,  which  were,  that  thcfo 
treaties  were  figncd  when  Franc« 
was  a  monarchy,  and  that  any  re- 
trofped  to  thole  times  implied  a 
fort  of  cenfure  on  their  prefent 
form  of  government :— but  this  was 
arguing  on  fuch  weak  ground,  and 
fo  incapable  of  being  fenoufly  main- 
tained, that  I,  to  avoid  fuperfluous 
contradidHoh,  was  very  willing  to 
let  it  pafs  utinoticed.  After  a  good 
deal  of  very  conciliatory,  and  even 
amicable  difculfion,  in  which,  how- 
ever, neither  party  gave  much  way 
to  the  other,  it  was  propofed  by 
them  that  we  fhould  return  home, 
to  meet  again  as  foon  as  was  con- 
▼enient. 
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teiuoit,  »ft^  an  attentive  and  ^de-  I  beg|an  by  (tying;  that  I  bad  ft^ 
liberate  pemfal  of  thefe  treati^,  in  liciled  this  i&tenrvew  from  the  fame- 
order  to  ftate  refpedtively  our  ideas  mptivfi  which  would  aduate  evciy 
on  this  fubjofL  lobiierved,  that  partof  my  £ondu£l;  that  I  wifhed' 
althonfirh  I  was  pcrfeSly  prepared  tp  make  my  reports  not  only  cor* 
(0  do  U  at  the  moment^  and  fek  al-'  re^^^.but  condliatory,  as  far  as  de-' 


moft  bold  enough  to  affirm,  that  no 
meafure  £ould  be  devif<pd  which 
would  to  compktely  meet  our  in- 
tentions ^  an  unreferved  renem^ 
of  the  treaties  they  hcfitat^  about, 


pcnded  on  mc;  and  I  now  was 
connef  in  order,  if  poffible,  to  ob^ 
tmn  from  them  fuch  comments  and 
explanations  on  the  note  they  feat 
to  me  ycilerday,  ss  would  enable 


}«t  I  was  yery  wijlinjg  to  acquiefce  me,  when  I  tranfmiaed  it  to  my. 
m  their  propofal,  with  tlus  fimple  court,  to  fecure  the  negotiation' 
obfernation,  that  if  any  delay  arofe    from  being  interrupted,  perhaps  a 


from  it,  fuch  delay  was  imputable 
to  them  and  jDot  to  me.  My  words 
were,  Je  ne  me  ttnds  has  rtJjmfaUfi 
its  Jmgmirs  dam  leppulks  cmt  dtfcitf' 
fan  fimrrait  mms  eMtrahier.  Th^. 
French  minifli^r's  anfwer  was,  ^i 
^  bngtevs  fawmt  d  datrmmer  dps 
djets  fpf  jmifrTavaU  dmmer  iku  0  d^t 
fmnUes  ^Vavemr,  a  fira  du  ifm  ineH 
otftM,  It  was  not  my  wifU  to  con^* 
teft  this  aifertion,  and  pur  Qonier* 
foce  ended  witli  jit 


bruptN  tenninated,!^  the  perufal  of 
it.  lflunderftooditright,itmea0t^' 
that  the  Diredory  requires,  a^ 
^fiii  qua  tm  pretimin^ry,  that  everf 
thing  the  King  has  conquered  from 
all  and  eadk  of  his  enemies  (hoiild 
be  reftored,  and  that,  till  this  ref-' 
tbration  was  confented  to,  Ihe  ne* 
gotiation  was  AOt  even  to  begin* 
I  laid,  if  I  was  corre6l  in  thisftate- 
ment,attd  the' plain  fenfe  of  the  de^ 
claration  would  bear  no  otlier  in^ 


terpretation,   i  inuft  add,  that  it 

(No.  19.)  would  not  only  mofl  certainly  pre^ 

Bxtraa  •  a   Difpotdk  frm   Lord  vent  the  treaty  from  beginning,  but 

M4dm^hnu  lord  Grem/iUt^  dated  would  leave  no  reom  for  trca;in| 

J^  16, 1797.  ^  *^^  fi'^c*  '*  deprived  his  Majefty 

of  every  means  of  negotiation )  for 
My  Lord,  I  could  not  fuppofe  that  it  was  ia 

Yederday,  at  the  moment  I  was  their  thoughts  to  intimate  that  the 
pepaiing  to  attend  the  conference,  principle  of  the  treaty,  as  far  as  it 
m  which  we  weie  to  enter  into  rektedtohbMajefty,  wastobeone 
fuller  difcuffions  on  the  litigated  of  all  ceffion,  and  no  compenfa^ 
fubjca  of  the  renewal  of  the  trca-    tion;  and  yet  that  was  precifely  the: 


ties  mentioned  in  the  fecond  arti- 
cle of  the  firtjety  I  received  from 
the  French  legation  the  inclofed 
paper  (A).  In  about  an  hour  I 
returipi  the  inclofed  anfwer  (B), 
to  which  I  received  the  inclofed  re- 


pofition  in  which  his  Majefly  waa 
placed  by  their  note. 

One  of  the  French  Plcnipotcn^ 
tiaries,  who  had  let  me  proceed  ra- 
ther relu^ntly,  here  ilopt  me,  and 
iaid,  that  he  andhb  Colleagues  were 


P^y  (9)*  ^^  I  ^^  ^^  moment  exceedingl;^  happy  that  t  had  cjh 
come  from  the  conference  which  prefled  a  wift  to  tee  them  before  I 
has  taken  place  in  confequcnce  difpatriied  my  m^flenger;  that  they 
•f  jt.  wiflied  to  aifure  me,  that  they  had 

.  N  ?  thought 
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thdught  It  deafing  hirly  and  ho- 
Bourabiy  to  ifaite  what  they  had  re- 
ceived from  the  Dire^^oiy  in  the 
very  words  in  which  it  came  to 
them :  that  they  ifaotild  be  forry  if 
the  declaration'  they  had  been  di- 
ce Acd  to  make  me^ihouid  be  of  a. 
Iiature  to  interrupt,  much  lefs  to 
break  off  the  negotiation;  that  it 
was  the  iincere  wifh  of  the  Dire^- 
•ry  that  the  negotiation  (honld 
proceed  and  end  lucccfsfiillv ;  and 
tbat,  far  from  iliutting  the  aoor  to 
^rther  difcuflionsi  they  were  per- 
Mtly  ready  to  bear  any  propoiaU 
we  had  to  make,  and  onlv  wiihed 
that  .thefe  propofals  fkould  be,  if 
pofiible,  fuch  as  ^ere  compatible 
with  theirinoflfacr^d  engagements. 
J  repeated  what  I  had  (aid,  that  no 
door  was  left  open  if  his  Majefty 
was  itt  limine  to  reflore  every  tlung  j 
^d  that  a  peace  on  thefe  conditions 
would  not  be  heard,  of  by  the 
country.  I  obferved,  that  imme- 
diately on  leaving  them,  I  fhould 
difpatch  a  meflenger;  but  what  that 
Ineflenger  carried  would  rooft  ma* 
terially  aifeft  the  progrefs  and  iilue 
of  the'  negotiation ;  I  therefore  de« 
$red  to  know  wheth(tt>  in  confe* 
^uence  of  what  I  had  heard  firom 
them,  I  might  confidertbe  ibiA  and 
literal  meaning  of  the  declaration 
fiot  to  be  a  decided  negative  (which 
it  certainly  feemed  to  imply)  on  all 
compeniation  whatever  to  be  made 
to  his  Majefty,  but  that  propofals 
tendine  to  this  etfed  would  ftill  be 
liftened  io.  One  of  them  anfwer- 
•d,  **  Certainly;  and  if  they  fliould 
be  found  fuch  as  it  will  be  impoffi^ 
l>le  for  us  io  admit,  we  will,  on  our 
£de,  bring  forward  others  for  your 
court  to  deliberate  on."  Under  this 
afilirance,  which  at  leaft,  to  a  cer- 
jkuji  degree,  (qualifies  the  da^kuatioa 


of  yeftcrday,  I  broke  up  the  confe* 
rence. 

No.  20.  (A.) 

Kotifnm  the  French  PkmfiotSMtiaria  D» 
lArd  Malm^uiy, 

THE  Minilters  Plenipotentiary 
of  the  French  Republic  have  trans- 
mitted to  their  government    the 
liTMtt  of  the  treaty,  and  the  note 
mating  thereto,  which  were  deli- 
vered to  them  the  20th  of  the  prc- 
fent  month,  bythcMinifler  Pleni- 
potentiary of  his   Britamiic   Ma- 
jefty.    They  have  juft   received 
frefh  communications  and  orders, 
which  require    that   they    fhould 
make  the  following  declaration  to 
Lord  Malraeibiny.  —  There  exifk 
in  the  public  and  fecret  treaties, 
by  M'hich  the  French  Republic  is 
bound  to  its  allies,  Spain  and  the 
Batavian  Republic,  articles  by  which 
the  three  powers  rcfpe^vely  gua- 
rantee the  territories  poflbflbd  by 
each  of  them  before  the  war.    The 
French  government,  unable  to  de- 
tach itfelf  from  the  cnpgementt 
which  it. has  contra^sd  1^  thefe 
treaties,  eftablKhes,  as  an  indifpcn- 
fable  preluninary  of  the  negotiation 
for  peace  with  Enghind,  ufe  con- 
ient  of  his  Britannic  MajeAy  to  the 
reiHtution    of   all   the  pofleffiont 
which  he  occupies,  not  only  from 
the  French  Republic,  but  further 
and  formally  of^thofe  of  Spain  and 
the  Batavian  Republic,     in  confc- 
qMence,    the  '.underfigned    Minif- 
ters  Plenipotentiary  fcc^ueft  Lord 
Mahnelbury  to  explain  himfelf  with 
regard  to  this  reiHtution,  and  \o 
confent'  to  it,  if  he  is  fufficiently 
authorized  to  do  fi>;  if  not,  and  in 
the  contrary  cafe,  to  fend  a  mef- 
ifcnger  to.  Us  court,  ia.order  to  pro- 
1  cure 
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fure  the  neceifiuy  powers.  '  The 
objedof  the  conference  which  was 
to  have  taken  place  to-day  being 
Dccef&rily  delayed  by  the  purport 
of  the  above-mentioned  declaradoDf 
the  minifters  plenipotentiary  of  the 
Republic  have  to  exprefs  to  Lord 
Malmeflmry  the  re^t  they  feel  in 
lofing  this  opportunity  of  converf- 
ing  together,  which  they  had  them- 
fclves  folicited  :^But  in  cafe  Lord 
Mahpefbuiy  fhould  have  any  com- 
munication to  make  to  them,  they 
beg  him  to  believe  that  they  will 
•always  be  happy  to  receive  him, 
•nd  to  lillcn  to  him  whenever  he 
may  think  it  proper.  They  re- 
queft  him,  at  the  fame  time,  to  ac- 
cept anew  the  aiTurances  of  their 
high  confideration. 
(Signed)  Le  Tourneur. 

Plevillb  le  Pellet. 

HuGUEs  B.  Maret. 
Lijk^  27  MtJpAir^  btkyearffthe 
RefubUc,  (Jvly  15,  1797.; 

COLCHEN, 

Sec.  Gtxi.  of  the  Legation. 

No.  21.  (BO 
A  fhort  note  from  Lord  Malmef- 
*ury  to  the  French  Plenipotentia- 
ries,  dated  July  15,  in  anfwer  to 
the  foregoing,  ftating  that  his  in- 
ftru^ons  by  no  means  authorife 
him  to  admit  that  which  their  de- 
claration feemed  intended  to  efta- 
Wifh ;  and  requeftine  a  conference 
with  them  upon  the  lubjcdt. 

No.  22.  (C.) 

A  note  from  the  French  Plenipo- 
tentiaries in  reply  to  the  above,  of 
the  fame  date,  appointing  the  fol- 
lowing morning  for  the  propofcd 
conference. 

(No.  23.) 
Cj^r/tf  Di/jiatchfrm  Urd  GrtmtiUi 


H  Lard  Medmefimy^  dated  Tknoamg" 
flreetyjufy  00^1191. 

My  Lord, 

Your  Lordfliip's  difpatches  b^ 
the  me(l^ngerDreffins,were  receive 
ed  here  on  the  17  th  inilant,  at 
night;  and  I  loft  no  time  in  receiv-' 
ing  his  Majefty's  commands  on  tho 
very  important  fubje^  of  your  let- 
ter, No.  9. 

I  am  much  concerned  to  be  un* 
der  the  neceffity  of  remarking,  that 
the  claim  brought  forward  m  the 
note  tranfmitted  to  your  Lordihip 
by  the  French  Plenipotentiaries,  is 
in  itfelf  fo  extravagant,  and  fo  little 
to  be  reconciled  either  with  the 
former  profeffions  of  thofe  minif- 
ters,  or  with  their  condu^b  in  the 
previous  ftages  of  the  negotiation, 
that  it  afforas  the  ftrongeft  pre- 
fumption  of  a  determination  to 
preclude  all  means  of  accommoda- 
tion. If  fuch  is  realty  the  determi- 
nation of  the  Direaory,  nothing 
can  remain  for  this  country  but  to 
perfevere  in  oppofing,  with  an  €• 
nergy  and  Spirit  proportioned  to 
the  exigency,  a  fyftem  which  muft 
tend  to  perpetuate  a  ftate  of  war 
and  civil  tumult  in  every  part  of 
Europe. 

^he  natural  ftep  upon  the  pre* 
fent  occafion  would  uierefore  have 
been  to  direct  your  Lordiliip  to 
terminate  at  once  a  negotiation 
which,  on  the'footing  now  propof- 
ed  by  the  enemy,  affords  neither  the 
hope  nor  the  means  of  any  feivoura- 
ble  conduiion  ;  nothing  beine  left 
for  treaty  where,  as  a  prelimmary 
ftep,  one  party  is  required  to  con- 
cede every  thing,  and  all  compenfa- 
tion  from  the  other  is  abfolutely  and 
at  once  precluded.  His  Majefty's 
fervants  have,  however,  obferved, 
that  in  the  conclulion  of  your  Lord"* 
fliip's  conference  with  the  French 
NS  PlenipotentianM 
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Blealpot^titiaries  cm  the  fubjed  of 
the  note  in  qi^dlioii)  the  preiident 
of  that  miffion  informed  your  Lord- 
ihlp,  that  it  was  not  intended  to 
rend  all  compenlatioki  for  the  iin- 
inenie  extppt   o^  ncftitutton  de- 
manded fvom  his  Majcfty,  and  for 
the  other  obvious  circum^nces  of 
diiadvanlage  to  this  country  in  the 
fituation  of  Europe^   as  lefitltinf 
frotn  the  war;    and  even  added, 
that  he  aiid  his  colleagues  would 
eventually  bring  forward  propofalk 
en  this  head  for  the  deliberation 
of  the  King's  government.    It  ap- 
peared pofible  that  fpme  advantage 
mi^t  perhaps  geife  to  the  great 
ebjed  of  peahc'e,  fr6m  grounding  on 
this  decoration  a  further  prpoeed- 
ing,  fuch  as  might  aferd  to  the 
©ircfljory  (if  they  are  fo  difpofcd) 
the  means  of  rephcing  the  negoti- 
ation on  a  more  prairocable  root- 
ing. —With  the  view  therefore  of 
leavine  nothing  vntrie^  which  can 
contribute  to  reftore  peace  on  any 
bitable  terms,  his  Maje^  has  been 
pleafed  to  dired  that  your  Lord- 
ihip  (hould  for  ^at  purpofe  aik  an- 
other conference  with  ^e  French 
Plenipotentiaries.    lo  this  confe- 
irsnce  your  Lordfhip  will  remark 
in  fuch  ter rns  as  tlie  occafion  mud 
paturally  (Weft  td  you  upon  the 
indefen^ble  ^Irit  an4  tendency  of 
the  demand  now  made  by  France. 
Vou  wiU  obferve  that  l^rance,  treat- 
ing in  conjunAion  with  her  allies, 
%nd  in  their  name,  cannot,  with 
any  pretenee  pf  juftice  anc|  iiumefs, 
isppofe  her  treaties  with'  them  as 
}in  obftacle  in  the  way  of  any  rea- 
ibxiable  propofal  of  peace  in  which 
Diey  are  to  be  included.    In  a  fe- 
p»9Lte  negotiation,  to  whidi  they 
yrere  not  parties,  fuch  a  plea  might 
perhaps  have  been  iireed ;  but  in 
Wt  0ftfe  Fi^ce  would  have  beeii 


boimd  to  esfler,  from  her 
means^  that  compenfirtxon  whidi: 
file  did  not  think  berfdf  at  Uberty 
to  engage  to  obtain  from  her  alHes* 
And  filch  was,  in  fa^^,  as  your 
Lordfliip  muft  remember,  the  prin- 
ciple on  wWch  his  Nfajcfty  offered 
to  treat  laft  year,  when  be  was  real- 
ly  bound  by  engagements  to  Auf- 
Uria,  fimiiar  to  thoie  which  are  now 
alleged  by  France.  But  it  never 
can  be  dlowed  that  France,  Spain, 
and  Holland,  negotiating;  jointly 
fpr  a  peace  with  Great  Bntain,  can 
fet  up,  as  a  bar  to  our  jnft  demands, 
the  treaties  between  themfclves, 
from  whifch  they  arc  at  once  able 
to  releafe  each  other  whenever 
they  think  fit. 

You  will  further  robark,  that 
even  if;  contrary  to  all  reafon,  focb 
a  princif^e  could  for  a  moment 
hare  been  admitted,  on  our  part, 
M\\  even  that  principle,  ihadmffl- 
ble  as  it  is,  could  only  apply  to 
public  treaties,  known  to  thofe 
who  agreed  to  be  governed  by 
them,  and  not  to  fecret  articles, 
unknown  even  Id  the  French  Ple- 
nipotentiaries, or  concealed  by  one 
of^them  from  the  knowledge  of  the 
others. 

You  will  add  in  explicit,  though 
not  offenfive  terms,  that  the  whole 
of  this  pretence  now  fet  up  by 
France  is  inconteftably  frivolous 
and  illufory ;  being  grounded  on  a 
fuppofition  of  a  fiate  of  thlnp  di- 
re611y  contrary  to  thkt  which  is 
known  really' to  exift;  it  being 
perfe^ly  notorious  that  both  Spain 
and  Houand,  fo  far  from  wilhing  to 
continue  the  war,  were  compelled 
by  France  to  engage  ia  it,  greatly 
againft  their  own  wifhes;  and  to 
undertake,  without  the  means  of 
fupporting  it,, a  conteft  In  which 
they  had  nothing  to  gaipi  and  eve- 
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rx  tbil^g  tp  Ipf<p.  It  njever,  there- 
fore, can  be  allowed  to  be  a  quef- 
tionofany  poilibl^  doubt,  but  that 
the  Directory,  if  they  really  wilh 
it,  muil  already  have  obtained,  or 
could  at  any  moment  obtain,  the 
confent  of  thofe  powers  to  fuch 
terms  of  peace  asb^ve  been  propof- 
cd  by  his  Klajefty.  If,  -however, 
France,  from  any  motive  of  inte- 
reft  or  engagement,  is  in  truth  de- 
firous  tp  procure  for  them  the  rcfti- 
tution  of  poilcjSions  which  they 
were  unable  to  defend,  and  l^ave  no 
means  to  reconquer,  the  projcft  de- 
livered by  yaur  Lordfhip  afforded 
an  opening  for  this;  thofe  articles 
having  been  fo  drawn  as  to  leave  it 
to  France  to  provide  a  compenfa: 
tion  to  his  Majefty,  cither  out  oJF 
her  own  colonies,  or  out  of  thofe 
of  her  allies,  refpedlivcly  conquer- 
ed by  his  ^lajefty•s  arfns.  The 
choice  between  thefe  alternative^ 
may  be  left  to  the  Dirc^ory ;  but 
to  reftife  both  is,  in  other  words,  tp 
refufe  all  compenfation.  This  is 
nevertlielefs  opreflly  declared  not 
to  be  the  intention  of  thofe  with 
whom  you  treat.^  It  is  therefore 
neceflary  that  your  Lordftiip  fliould 
demand  from  them  a  ftatement  of 
the  propofals  which,  as  they  in- 
formed you,  they  have  to  make,  in 
order  to  do  away  this  apparent  con- 
tradidtion,  whigh  the  King's  fer- 
vants  are  wholly  unable  to  recon- 
cile by  any  luggeftion  of  theirs, 
even  ii  it  were  fitting  and  reafona- 
hie  for  ihem  to  br'mg  forwaid  any 
new  propofals,  immediately  after 
the  detailed  proje<5^  which  was  de- 
livered on  the  part  of  this  country 
at  the  outfet  of  the  negotiaiion. 

Since  that  projc6l  is  not  acceded 
to,  we  have  cvidently>and  on  every 
ground,  a  right  to  expert  a  counter 
project,  equally  full  and  explicit,  on 
Ahe  paxt  9f  the  caemy«    You  will 


therefore  ihitc  to  the  French  nptinif- 
tcri  diftinftly,  that'the  only  hope  of 
bringing  this  bufinefs  to  a  favoura- 
ble concluiTon,  is  by  their  ikting  at 
once  plainly,  and  without  refevvc, 
the  whole  of  what  they  have  to 
alk,  inftead  of  bringing  forward  fe- 
paratc  points  one  after  the  other, 
not  only  contrary  to  the  avowed 
princii  le  of  the '  negotiation  pro- 
pofed  by  themfelves,  but,  a$  it  ap- 
peals, even  contrarv  to  the  expec- 
tation of  the  .r.inifters  themfelves 
whp  are  employed  on  the  part  or 
Prance.  There  can  be  no  pretence 
for  refuling  a  compliance  with  this 
demand,  if  the  Plenipotentiaries  of 
France  are  difppfed  to  forward  the 
obj eft  of  peace.  And  the  obtain* 
ingfuch  a  ftatement  from  them  is^ 
as  I  have  before  ^ated  to  your 
Lordftiip,  a  point  of  fo  much  im- 
portance, in  any  courfe  which  this 
negotiation  may  take,  that  it  is  the 
King's  pleafure  that  your  Lordftiip 
ftiould  ufe  every  poinble  endeavour 
to  prevent  thei^  eluding  fo  ]u&  a 
demand. 

J^t^r  what  has  pafted,  it  is,  I  fear, 
very  doubtful  whether  fuch  a  coun- 
ter projeft  would  be  framed  on 
principles  fuch  as  could  be  admit- 
ted here ;  but  it  would  at  all  events 
place  the  bufinefs  on  its  real  iftue, 
and  bring  diftinftly  into  queftion 
the  feveral  points  on  which  the 
conclufion  or  peace,  or  the  prolong- 
ation of  war,  will  really  depend. 
(Signed)  GrbnVills. 
tUgh  Hon,  Lord  Malmejbury^ 

(No.  24..) 

C^py  (fa  Dif/iatch  from.  Lord  GamnJU 
to  Lord  Malmejbwy^  ddtcd  tkrKmng- 
Jireet^JitfyQOylli^T,     ' 

My  Lord, 
THERE  are  two  feparate  po'nts 
on  which  it  is  necei&ry  for  me  to 
N4       ''  fay: 
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fay  a  few  words  to  your  Lordfliip, 
in  addition  to  the  in{bru£Uons  in 
my  other  difpatch,  on  the  general 
fubjedl  of  the  negotiation. 

The  firft  relates  to  the  affertion 
of  one  of  the  French  minifters, 
that  the  Portuguefe  Ihips  and  troops 
were  at  Toulon.  The  fa6t  is  very 
immaterial  as  to  any  conclufion 
that  could  be  drawn  from  it  to  af- 
fed  the  (ituation  or  jufl  claims  of 
the  court  of  Lilbon ;  becaufe  your 
Lordihip  well  knows  that  it  is  a 
principle  univerfally  recognized  in 
|he  public  law  of  Europe,  that, 
when  one  of  the  parties,  in  a  de- 
fen  five  alliance,  fiirnifhes  to  his  al- 
ly th^  ftipulated  fuccours,  thofc 
iTuccours  remain  entirely  at  the  dif- 
pofal  of  ?!ie  requiring  p^rty,  to  be 
employed  wherever  he  fliall  jtidge 
proper,  fubje£^  only  to  the  limita- 
tions of  the  treaty  which  before  exr 
ifled ;  and  if  the  aipount  of  thofe 
fiiccowrs  is  not  uicreafed  beyond 
that  engaged  for,  nor  the  means  of 
ij/ing  them  extended  by  new  facir 
lities,  the  party  furni(hing  the  fti- 
pula'.ei  aiEfbncie  is  not  underflood 
to  violate  the  laws  of  neutrality. 

But  the  fia«ft,  in  this  cafe,  would 
not  bear  put  the  aflertion,  even  if 
the  argument  to  be  drawp  from  it 
were  more  conclufive  ;  thie  troops 
of  her  Moft  Faithful  Majefty  hav- 
ing been,  as  I  apprehend,  no  pther.- 
wife  employed  than  in  the  two  cam.- 
paigns  carried  on  by  land  upon  the 
fouthern  part  of  the  frontiers  pf 
France  and  Spain. 

The  other  point  relates  to  what 
^'as  faid  to  your  Lordfliip  about 
the  treaty  of  Pilnitz.  It, would 
^xrtaAniy  not  require  much  argu- 
ment to  prove  that  the  rpnewafof 
^vcral  treatiescnumerated  by  name 
tnd  data,  and  the  lateft  ot  which 
wafi. concluded  in  1783,  does  not 
finply  f  rcwwal  of  anpthcr  tf»aty, 


fuppofed  to  be  concluded  in  179 T. 
But  what  is  more  material  to  the 
prefent  cafe  is,  that  your  Lordfhip 
fhould  take  this  opportunity  to  ex- 
plain, in  the  moft  diflintft  and  une- 
quivocal terms,  that  if  any  fecret 
treaty  was  in  faft  concluded  at  the 
interview  at  Pilnitz,  between  the 
late  Emperor  and  the  King  of  Pruf- 
iia  (which  is,  to  fay  the  feafl,  very 
doubtful  in  point  of  fa£l)  this  at 
leaft  is  certain,  that  his  Majefly 
was  no  party  to  fuch  treaty;  and 
not  only  was  not  then  included  in 
it,  but  has  never  (ince  adhered  to  it, 
nor  even  been  apprifed  of  its  con- 
tents. The  public  declaration 
which  was  made  at  (hat  interview, 
fliews  on  the  face  of  it  that  his  Ma- 
jefly was  no  party  to  it ;  and  it  is, 
indeed,  notorious  that  it  applied  to 
drcumflances  which  were  done  a- 
way  long  before  the  wzx  broke  out 
between  Auftria  and  France ;  and 
that  the  fubfequent  negotiations  for 
the  maintenance  of  peace  between 
thofe  powers  turned  on  points  whol- 
ly diftinft  from  thofe  fuppofed  to 
have  been  referred  to  in  the  pre- 
tended treaty  of  Pilnitz. 

This  explanation,  however  little 
conne(fted  with  the  prefent  nego- 
tiation, feems  to  be  called  for  by 
the  allyfion  made  to  you  upon  the 
fubje6tj  and,  indeed,  on  a  point  on 
which  lb  much  mifreprefentation 
has  prevailed,  it  is  ufeful  not  to  o- 
mit  the  opportunity  of  ftating  the 
fafts  as  they  really  are.  I  am,  &c, 
(Signed)  Grenville.' 
Rigb  Ilpn,  lard  Malmcflmy. 

(No.  25.) 

Extras  rf  a  DtJJtatch  from  Jjrd 
Malmejhurv  to  Lord  GrcnvsJk^  dated 
Lifle,  Ibthjtd^^  1797. 

My  Lord, 
I  have  the  honour  to  acknow- 
ledge 
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ledge  jroBr  Lordfliip*s  difpatches. 
No.  19  and  20,  of  the  20th  inftant, 
which  were  delivered  to  me  on  Sa- 
turday, the  22d  inftant,  by  the  mef- 
fenger  Major. 

It  was  impoffible  that  the  claim 
brought  forward  in  the  note  inclof- 
ed  in  my  No.  9,  conld  have  pro- 
duced on  your  Lord^ip's  mind  anv 
imprdlon  different  from  that  which 
you  dclcribe ;  and  I  am  happy  to 
find  that  the  cond\i£t  I  obierved 
when  it  was  firft  delivered  to  me, 
was  fuch  as  put  it  in  my  power  to 
execute  with  great  confiftency  the 
fpirited  inftniSions  your  Lordfliip 
now  fends  me. 

Immediately  on  the  arrival  of 
the  meifenger,  I  propofed  an  inter- 
view with  the  French  Plenipotenti- 
aries, and  wc  met  on  Sunday  the 
23d,  at  one  P.  M. 

I  could  not  obey  his  Majefty's 
orders  in  a  manner  more  likely  to 
command  attention,  and  to  imprefs 
thofe  who  heard  me  with  a  juft 
fenfe  of  the  mixture  of  firmnefs 
and  moderation  with  which  his 
Majefty  was  pleafed  to  conduct  this 
important  negotiation,  than  by  em- 
ploying not  only  the  fubftance,  but, 
as  far  as  was  pra6ticable  in  conver- 
fation,  the  very  words  of  your 
Lordfhip's  difpatch,  No.  19 ;  and 
if  I  fhould  attempt  to  relate  mi- 
nutely what  I  myfelf  faid  in  this 
conference,  it  would  in  fa«^  be  lit- 
tle more  than  a  repetition  of  them. 

I  began  by  obferving,  that  I  was 
certain  the  French  Plenipotentia- 
ries muft  be  fully  prepared  for  what 
I  now  had  it  in  command  to  fay  : 
I  reminded  them  that  I  had  taken 
tipon  me  to  affirm  when  we  were 
lad  aflembled,  and  immediately  be- 
.fore  I  difpatched  my  meflenger, 
ttjat  the  requiring  fuch  a  prelimma- 
jy  as  that  propofed  in  the  note, 


was  putting  an  end  at  once  to  alt 
negotiation,  and  that  I  was  furtts 
peace  on  fuch  terms  would  notb« 
neard  of;  that  the  orders  I  was 
then  about  to  communicate  to  thenx 
would  prove  that  I  had  not  made 
this  aflertion  lightly,  or  in  confe- 
quence  of  any  nafty  opinion  of  my 
o^m,  at  the  lame  time  that  it  woul^ 
alfo  appear  that  my  Royal  Mafter 
wzs  as  anxioufly  and  as  finccrely  in- 
clined to  liften  to  all  reafonable 
and  admif&ble  conditions  as  h« 
was  determined  to  repel  and  rejeft 
all  fuch  as  were  of  an  oppofite  de- 
fcription.  I  then,  my  Lord,  took 
up  my  arguments  on  the  precife 

f  rounds  fct  forth  in  vour  Lonilhip's 
Jo.  19.  I  neither  omitted  any 
thing,  nor  inferted  any  thing  of  my 
own,  which  could  at  all  alter  its 
fpirit ;  and  I  only  varied  from  the 
letter  inafmuch  as  was  neceflary  to 
make  it  applicable  to  a  conference. 
^  My  firit  objed  was  to  ftate,  in  as 
forcible  a  way  as  poffible,  the  utter 
inadmiflibility  of  the  preteniion  fet 
forth  in  the  note,  the  frivolous  and 
illufory  reafons  alleged  for  bring- 
ing it  for^'ard ;  and  I  obferved  that, 
if  it  was  perfevered  in,  it  muft.  lead 
Xo  this.neceflary  conclufion,  that 
there  did  exift  when  it  was  framed, 
an  intention  on  the  part  of  the  Di- 
rcftory  to  break  off  me  negotiation 
in  the  outfet.  My  fecond  obje6l 
in  point  of  reafoning,  though  a  ve- 
ry primary  one  in  point  of  import- 
ance, was  either  to  prevent  the 
negotiation  breaking  off  at  all,  or 
if  this  was  not  to  be  prevented,  to 
endeavour  to  be  fo  clear  and  expli- 
cit in  my  language,  and  to  draw  the 
line  fo  diftinftly  between  fuch  fa- 
crifices  as  his  Majefty  might  be  in- 
clined to  make  in  order  to  reftore 
fo  ereat  a  blefling  as  peace,  and 
tkolc  to  which  the  dignity  of  his 
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cn-own  aAd  iiUcreA  of  bis  fvibjefU 
3vovld  never  allow  him  to  attendt 
a$  tp  make  it  impoifible  that  by 
any  future  cavil  or  fubterfuge  the 
interruption  of  the  treaty,  if  unfor- 
tunately it  {hould  be  interrupted, 
(X>uld  b^  imputed  to  any  other 
ca^ife  than  the  exorbitant  dex3[\and^ 
pf  the  French  government;  and 
the  better  to  en&re  this  purpofe,  I 
ejcplained  to  them  that  his  Majeily 
having  already,  in  a  detailed  /tro/et^ 
jftaled  freely  and  fully  his  condi-  ^ 
lions,  and  thefc  conditions  having 
l)een  at  once  reje^ed  by  a  fwcep- 
\  ang  claim  on  the  part  qf  the  French 
government,  it  was  not  fitting  or 
^eafonable,  neither  could  it  be  ex- 

Je^ed  that  any  new  propofais 
ipuld  originate  with  his  Majedy  : 
and  that  on  every  ground  tlie  King 
bad  a  right  to  expe<^  a  contre-pitjci 
4rom  them,  dating  at  once,  fxiainly 
and  without  referve,  the  whole  of 
what  they  had  to  afi,  inflead  of 
■bringing  forward  feparate  points, 
4>ne  after  another,  directly  contrary 
to  the  principle  on  which  we  had 
jigrced  to  begin  the  negotiation, 
and  which,  from  their  being  infu* 
•lated,  could  only  tend  to  protra<5t 
•    and  impede  its  progrefs. 

On  the  firft  point,  on  the  inad- 
mifUbility  of  the  preliminary  con- 
ditions as  propofed  by  the  French 
fovernment,  one   o/  the  French 
lenipotcntiarics  faid,  it  was  im- 
poilibie  for  them  to  do  more  than 
to  take  it  for  reference,  that  the  in- 
flru£tions  they  had  received  when 
.  the  Directory  fent  them  the  note 
were  precife  and  pofitive,  and  that 
they  had  j^ceived  none  fince.    He 
therefore  had  on  that  point  /imply 
tp  rcqucfl  of  mc,  that  I  would  (late 
.  in  writing  the  feveral  grounds  on 
which  his  Majefty  rejected  this  pro-  . 
.  pofition,  in  order  that  the  report 
tranimitted  by  them  to  the  Direc- 
2 


tory  m^ht  be  <^vc!^\  aad  1«  af* 

fured  me,  that  if  I  di4  i»ot  think  it 
proper  to  put  in  writine  all  the  ar* 
guments  I  had  ufed  to  ihcm  in  the; 
conference,  they  would  have  no 
fcruple  of  employing  thofe  I  omit- 
ted in  fuch  a  way  a$  was  the  beft 
calculated  to  give  th^m  w'eight^ 
and  (to  ufe  (he  French  miiaiftcr's 
own  expreifion)  to  placp  ^  ne- 
gotiation once  more  on  its  i^. 

In  regard  to  the  fecond  point, 
he  had  no  helltalion  in  agreeing 
with  mc,  that  the  heft  method,  and 
indeed  the  only  one  which  could 
accelerate  the  whole  of  the  bufi- 
nefs,  was  for  them  to  give  in  a  fw 
tre-jirojct ;  neither  did  he  attempt  to 
dilprovc  owr  perfefl  right  to  expcft 
one  from  theqi  before  we  made 
any  new  propofais.  But  he  (aid 
that  it  was  not  necefiary  for  lym  to 
obfefve,  that  as  long  as  they  were 
bound  by  their  inftru^ons  not  to 
give  way  on  the  propofition  I  had 
now  fo  decidedly  rejetfted,  that  it 
was  impoffible  for  them  to  move  » 
ftep  without  new  orders  from  the 
Diredorv ;  that  they  would  a^  for 
thefe  orders  immediately,  and  lofe 
no  time  in  acquainting  me  when 
they  were  received. 

I  obferved,  that  in  our  lait  confe- 
rence he  had  intimated  to  me  they 
were  empowered  tocometofome 
explanation  on  the  fubje^  of  com- 
penfation  to  be  made  to  his  Majefty 
tor  the  great  ceftions  he  was  difpofed 
to  inake;  that,  at  the  fame  time,  I 
conceived  thefe  explanations  were 
of  a  nature  to  qualify  the  wide  claim 
ftatcd  in  the  note;  and  that  if  I 
had  abftained  from  preffimg  him 
further  at  the  moment,  it  was  from 
perceiving  a  reludancc  on  their 
part  to  brine;  them  forward :— that, 
nowever,  if  they  really  had  fuch 
propofais  to  make  me,  and  if  they 
were  of  a  nature  to  meet  in  fub- 
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Iknct  anddTe^^ihe  bafis  hid  down 
in  tlie  pro}efb  I  had  given,  I  ihould 
be  well  difpofed  to  liilen  to  them. 

One  of  the  French  minifters,  af» 
ter  {bme  hefitation  and  a  fort  oTii- 
lent  reference  to  one  of  his  coU 
leagues,  iaid  he  thought,  as  matters 
now  flood,  it  would  be  much  bet* 
ter.  to  wait  their  anfwer  from  Pa- 
ris :— That  it  was  a  very  important 
period,  a  crifis  in  the  negotiation, 
the  refult  of  which  probably  would 
be  concluiive  as  to  its  fate^  and  that 
it  feemed  to  be  of  more  confe- 
ouence  to  make  this  refult  as  c(^n- 
lormable  to  what  he  hoped  I  was 
convinced  were  as  much  their  wiih- 
«s  as  mine,  than  to  wafte  our  time 
in  difcuffions  whidi  were  ufelefs, 
frtt  to  fay  more,  till  this  was  afoer- 
tained. 

I  confined  myfelf  in  my  reply  to 
iayin^  I  had  no  obje^on  whatever 
to  giving  to  the  French  Plenipo* 
te&tiaries  a  paper,  ftating  the  ftrong 
ttotives  on  which  his  Majefty  re- 
je^td  the  proportion  made  in  their 
bote  of  the  15th;  and  that  as  I,  oa 
my  part,  had  confidered  it  a  duty 
to  make  my  reports  as  conciliatory 
as  was  confident  with  truth  and 
corrednefs,  fo  I  heard  with  great 
pleafure  the  afiurances  he  gave  me 
©f  their  intending  to  obferve  the 
feme  line  of  condud. 

That  as  we  feemed  perfe^ly  a- 
greed  as  to  the  propriety  of  their 
producing  a  cmre-projet^  I  had  no- 
*^ng  to  §iy  on  that  point,  except 
to  exprefs  my  xac^  fincere  wifli 
^bat  it  would  fbon  appear,  and 
when  it  did  appear,  be  luch  a  one 
«  would  leaa  to  a  fpeedy  and  fa- 
tisfii^ory  conchifion  of  the  necto* 

%fc  Hw.  lard  OrenvUle^ 


(No.  26.> 

Kvttfnm  Lord  Malmefiwy  to  the  Frenct 
Plemjiotentianes, 

THE  Minifter  Pieaipotentiary  of 
bis  Britannic  Majefty  has  tranimit' 
ted  to  his  court  ttie  note  which  waa 
ddivered  to  him  the  5th  of  this 
month,  by  the  Minifters  Plenipo-^ 
tentiary  of  the  French  RepubEc : 
and  having  received  the  orders  of 
the  King  his  mafter  on  this  fubjed:^ 
he  haftens  to  re|:eat  to  them,  in 
writing,  conformably  to  the  defiro 
which  they  hare  ex^reded  to  him^ 
the  followuig  reflections^  which  ho 
had  already  &ted  to  them  verbally 
in  oonlequence  of  hia  moft  pofitive 
inAnidions. 

He  obferves,  in  the  firft  places 
tiiat  to  rec^uire  ^  as  an  indifpenfii^ 
ble  preliminary  of  negotiation  for 
peace  with  England,  the  confent  of 
hia  Britaimic  Majefiy  to  the  formal 
ceftitution  of  all  the  pofle^ona 
which  he  occupies,  as  well  thofi» 
of  the  French  Republic  as  further 
and  formally  thoie  of  Spain  and 
the  Batavian  Republic,"  is  .to  wiih 
to  efiablith  a  previous  condition, 
which  excludes  ail  reciprocity,  re- 
fufes  to  Uie  Kin^  all  compenfation^ 
and  leaves  no  objed  of  ulterior  oe* 
gotiation. 

That  the  French  Republic,  forw 
mally  authorifed  by  its  allies  to  ne« 
gotiate  the  articles  of  peace  in  their 
name,  cannot  fairly  fet  up  its  par« 
tial  treaties  with  them,  in  oppofi« 
tion  to  veafonable  propcfids  of 
peace,  fince  it  is  univerfally  undeiv 
ftood  that  the  contrading  parties 
always  preferve  the  power  to  mo« 
dify,  by  mutual  confent,  the  coadi- 
tions  by  which  they  may  be  engag- 
ed to  each  other,  whenever  their 
common  intercfismayrequiro.it: 
»*-confe«* 
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—  confeauently,  the  propofition 
sia^de  to  the  King  of  a  general  arti 
gratuitous  rellitution  as  an  indif- 
penfkble  preliminary,  would  necef- 
larily  impute  to  his  Cathoifc  Nfa- 
jefiy,  and  to  the  Batavian  Repub^, 
difpofitions  far lefs  pacific  than  thofe 
which  animate  the  French  Repub- 

«iC» 

That,  moreover,  in  confequence 
of  what  paifed  in  the  firfl  confe- 
rences. Lord  Malmeibury  has  al- 
ways thought  himfelf  entitled  to 
expcd^  that  the  Kipe  his  mader 
would  find  a  compenlation  for  the 
iacrifices  he  was  ready  to  make  for 
peace,  by  retaining  a  part  of  his 
conquefts ;  and  he  was  the  lefs  able 
to  forefee  any  obftacle,  on  account 
of  the  fecret  articles  of  the  treaties 
which  bind  the  French  Republic,  as 
the  principle  of  compenfation  was 
acknowledged  by  a  formal  and  po- 
fitive  declaration,  made  in  the  name 
of  the  Executive  DireAory,  and 
communicated  in  an  official  note, 
dated  the  27th  of  November,  1796; 
a  declaration  pofterior  to  the  com- 
pletion of  thofe  treaties. 

It  was,  therefore,  in  order  to  re- 
move, as  much  as  poifible,  every 
difficulty  that,  in  the  proje6l  of  a 
treaty,  which  Lord  Malmeibury  has 
delivered  to  the  minifters  Plenipo- 
tentiary of  the  French  Republic,  the 
alternalKre  was  left  to  France  to 
fettle  this  compenfation  on  its  own 
pofleifions,  or  on  thofe  of  its  allies ; 
but  the  abfolute  refufal  of  this  al- 
ternative appears  to  do  away  the 
only  poifible  means  of  conciliating 
every  intereft^  and  of  arriving  at  an 
honourable,  juft,  and  permanent 
peace. 

Lord  Malmeibury,  perf uaded  that 
iiich  cannot  be  the  intention  of  the 
French  government,  hopes  .thaty 
iQ  coiif«qu«nce    of    the    reafons 


herein  dated,  a  condition  inll  ttot 
be  infiiled  upon,  to  which  his  Bri- 
tannic Majeily  can  by  bo  means 
confent. 

He  agmn  requefts  the  Mini(ben 
Plenipotentiary  of  the  French  Re- 
public to  accept  the  aflliranccs  of 
nis  high  confideration. 

(Signed)     Malmesbvrt. 

Lffle^  2^hjuly^  1797. 

(No.  27.) 

Extra^  «/"  a  Dljjiatch  from  Lard 
Mcdme/buty  to  Lord  Qrenvilk^  dated 
Lijky  Sunday y  Aufftft  etk^  1797. 

My  Lord, 

I  fully  expe6^ed,  when  I  receiv- 
ed the  inclofed  note  on  Friday^ 
that  the  conference  propofed  W2» 
to  acquaint  me  with  the  inibruc- 
tions  the  French  Plenipotentiaries 
had  received  from  the  Dire6^ory, 
on  the  note  I  had  given  in  near  a 
fortnight  ago,  as  an  anfwer  to  that 
in  which  the  refritution  of  the 
wliole  of  his  Majeity's  conqueiH 
from  each  of  his  enemies  is  requir- 
ed as  an  indilpenfkble  preliminary 
to  all  negotiation.  I  was  therefore 
furprifed  and  difappointed  when  I 
had  taken  my  place  at  the  confe* 
rencc,  to  hear  from  the  French 
Plenipotentiaries  that  the  letters 
they  had  received  that  morning 
from  Paris  did  not  bring  any  fpeci- 
fic  reply  to  my  laft  note,  but  only 
went  to  inform-  them  that  the  Di- 
rectory had  taken  the  fubjed  into 
their  moil  ferious  confidet^tion, 
and  would  acquaint  them  as  foon  as 
poifible  with  the  refult. 

I  could  not  avoid  exprefling  my 
concern  and  furprife  that  there  ex- 
ifted  any  hefitation  whatever  in  the 
mind  of  the  Directory  on  a  point 
which,  aUhough  a  very  important, 
was  certainly  a  very  fimple  one:— 

Th^t 
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That  te  allow  it  to  renuun  in  doubt 
wiicther  his  Majefiy  was  to  have 
any  compeniktion  or  not,  was  in  o- 
ther  words  to  leave  it  in  doubt  wfae- 
thf^T  the  DireiStory  fincerely  meant 
peace  or  not:— -And  that,  ahhbugh 
1  was  very,  far  from  wifhing  for  any 
improper  hade,  or  not  to  move  in 
a  matter  of  (iich  magnitude  with  be- 
coming prudence  and  deliberation, 
yet  I  could  not  forbear  lamenting 
that  more  than  a  month  had  now  e- 
lapfed  without  our  having  advanced 
a  fingle  ilep,  notwithfbuiding  his 
Majelty  hadf,  in  the  very  outlet  of 
the  negotiation,  manifefled  a  mo- 
deration and  forbearance  unpm:e- 
dented  under  (imilar  circumflances : 
That  anxious  as  I  was  ndt  to  pre- 
judice it  by  any  repreientations  of 
mine,.  I  mufi  ray,  this  delay  placed 
me  in  a  very  aukward  pofition,  as  I 
really  did  not  perceive  how  I  could 
account  for  it  in  a  way  at  all  fatis- 
fettory,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  was 
<imte  'impoffiblc  for  me  to  fufFer  a 
longer  fpace  of  time  to  pafs  over 
without  writing  to  n^y  court. 

One  of  ^he  French  Plenipotenti- 
aries expreded  his  earned  wifli  that 
I  would  write  immediately ;  he  was 
confident  this  delay  would  be  feen 
in  its  true  light ;  and  added,  *^  Si 
mus  n*avan§om  jias  a  Jifs  dt  Giant ^j^ef - 
fertque  mus  marckons  d^unpasfvrJ'^-^ 
And  another  of  them  repeated  this 
phrafc.     I    exprcfled   my    dncere 
nope  this  might  be  the  cafe,  but  it 
would  have  been  much  better  prov- 
ed by  the  communication  o£  the 
.counter-projedt  they  had  in  a  man- 
ner pledged  themfclves  to  procure, 
than  by  any  vague  and  indetermi- 
nate afluranc^  of  what  might  pof- 
fibly  be  the  refult  of  the  prcfent 
fufpenfion  of  all  bufinefs.      They 
oblerved  to*  me,  that  the  counter- 
proje£k  would  of  courfe  be  (virtu- 


ally) contained  in  their  next  in- 
ftiliAions;  and  that  their  only  mo* 
tive  for  wifliing  to  fee  me,  was  to    . 
convince  me  that  'this  delay  had 
neither  originated  with .  them,  nor 
betn   occanoned  at  Paris  by  any 
want  of  attention  to  this  important 
bufinefs,  or  from  any  caufe  not  im- 
mediately and   clofcly    connected 
with  it.     I  dcfircd  to'  know  from 
them  when  they  thought  it  proba- 
ble they  ihould  receive  pofitive  and 
explicit   inftm6Hons;   whether  in 
three,  four,  or  five  days  ?  —  They 
faid,  it  would  be  probiibly  eight  or 
tenj  and  one  of  them  obferved,  that 
as  our  not 'meeting  more  frequently 
<eave  rife  to  many  idle  rumours  and 
ralfc  reports,  he  would  propofe  to 
me,  if  I  had  no  objeftion,  to  meet 
every  other  day  at  two  o'clock  :— 
-That  it  was  very  poffible  that  in 
oiur  next  two  or  three  meetings  wc 
might  have  nothing  material  to  fay, 
but  that  we  (hould  get  better  ac- 
quainted with  each  other,  and  in 
'Our  converfations  mutually  fuggeft 
-ideas  which  might  be  of  ufe.     I 
readily  confcnted  to  this.     I  had  a 
conference  again  this  morning.  As 
I  was  very  defirous  of  being  enabled 
to  tranfmit  to  your  Lordmip  fome 
more  fatisfaftory  account  as  to  the 
motives  of  this  delay,  I  again  prclT- 
ed  the  French  Plenipotentiaries  ou 
this  point.     They  each  of  them  re- 
peated what  they  liad  faid  before ; 
and  on  my  endeavouring  to  make 
them  fe^l  how  impoffible  it  was  that 
his  Majelly  fhould  not  be  hurt  at  this 
demur  on  fb  very  fimple  a  point, 
one  of  them  faid,'  you  ought  to  au- 
gur favourably  from  it ;  your  note 
was  a  refufal  to  agree  to  what  wag 
flated  by  the  Director)'  in  their  in- 
ftru6tions  to  us  a  fine  qua  nwi :    If  the 
Diredkory  Were  determined  to  pcr- 
iilt  in  this,^  qna  000,  they  would 
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have  £ud  fo  at  once  {^^Jtvms  ^ffmt 
qu*  il  nma  iomk  /umnptemmt  renvoyi  k 
ifmtrier,**  were  his  words) :  The  time 
they  take  to  deliberate  indicates 
.beyond  a  doubt  that  thi^  are  look^ 
ixLg  for  fome  temperament ;  and  it 
Icarce  can  be  doubted  that  one  will 
be  found.— I  faid  I  was  well  pleafed 
to  hear  him  hy  this;  but  that  ftiU 
lie  muil  be  awaie  that  it  would  not 
be  aneafy  taik  for  me  to  make  my 
idifpatches  to-day  either  intereAing 
or  iatisfa£toiy.  Another  of  the 
J*rench  Miniuers  faid^  that  he  re- 
ally believed  that  <his  would  be  the 
only  great  impediment  we  fhouM 
Jiave  to  encounter,  that  every  thing 
•would  go  on  cfuickly  and  fmootkiy, 
-and  that  I  mud  admit  the  prefeat 
to  be  a  very  important  and  difficnk 
j)oint  in  the  negotiation.  I  agreed 
with  him  entirely  as  to  ife  import* 
.ance,  but  could  not  acquiefce  as  to 
its  difficulty. 

I  am  very  forry,  my  Lord,  that 
in  fuch  a  moment,  and  after  wait- 
ing fo  long,  I  ihould  not  be  able  to 
fend  you  more  explicit  and  ded&ve 
aifurances ;  but  it  is  not  in  my  pow- 
der to  compel  the  French  negotia- 
tors to  move  on  fader.  All  I  can 
do  is  by  my  condu£k  and  language 
to  take  care  that  no  part  whatever 
of  the  imputation  of  delay  flioukl 
attach  to  me.  I  have,  at  every  con- 
ference I  have  held,  always  de- 
clared my  readinefs  to  proceed ;  and 
I  ihall  not  fail  tp  repeat  this  every 
time  we  meet* 

Right  Hm.  Lor  J  GrtmnUe^  &c. 

(No.  QB.) 

Kctejhm  the  French  Fkniftaeniiaria  to 

Lord  Malmeflfwy, 

'  THE  Minifters  Plenipotentiary 
of. the  French  Republic  will  be 
Jiappy  to  have  .an  jopportunity  of 


converfing  for  a  £bw  miautea  wii!fc' 
Lord  Makaeibory;  and  they  haw 
in  confequence  the  hoiunir  of  pro* 
pofiiig  to  him  to  meet  them  at  two 
o'clock  to-day,  oratany  other  how 
it'hioh  may  be  more  cenreinent  ta 
him,  and  which  he-  will  bare  the 
goodnefe  to  appoint 

They  renew,  widi  pleafure,  ta 
Lord  Mahnefbury  the  aflWrances  of 
their  high  coofideratioin. 

(Signed)    Le  TouRNzua. 

HucuEs  B*  MAaET# 

DjUe,  17  Thrmidor^ 

5th year  of  the  RtJmbUc^ 

(JMiuft  4,  1797.; 

CoxrCRCir, 
Sec.  G«B.  of  tiie  Log^os 
.of  the  Republic. 
(Aug.  4,  I7OT.) 

(No.  29.) 
IxtraHefa  Di/juitchfrom  LtrdMalm^ 
hury  to  Lord  GtemfiJkf  dated  I^fl^ 
j^uguft  Uthy  1797. 

My  LonI, 

IN  confequence  of  the  refolution 
we  had  come  to,  to  meet  on  the 
sdays  of  the  arrival  of  the  poft  from 
rParis,  our  conferences  for  this  iaft 
week  have  taken  place  regularly 
every  other  morning,  except  on 
Thurfday  the  lOth  of  Au^ft, 
which  being  the  anniverfary  orone^ 
of  their  national  feflivals,  theFrendi 
legation  could  not  attend. 

I  have  in  mine.  No.  17,  given 
your  Lordfhip  an  account  of  every 
thing  which  pailed  in  thefe  cod« 
ferences,  up  to  that  of  the  6th.  On 
the  8th  nothing  was  faid  at  all 
worth  tranfmittiflg,  except  an  in- 
timation flung  out  by  one  of  the 
French  Plenipotentiaries,  that  it 
would  be  neceflarjr  to  take  into 
coniideration  die  nghts  of  neofril 
natioof 
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mtlons  on  l(Kit  occafion.  But  as 
he  fpokc  vcrv  ngwcly,«nd  in  gene- 
X9X  terms,  1  did  not  choofe  to  pfcfs 
him  for  an  eyplanation,  .as  I.  con* 
iider  it  more  judicious  to  avoid  dif- 
cuiiions  on  feparate  and  collateral 
points,  and  not  to  enter  into  nego- 
tiation till  the  whole  can  be  brought 
under  delibe^tion  at  once. 

What  paired  on  the  l^h  was  ra- 
fter more  interefting.  The  return 
of  Mr.  Wcfley  afforded  me  a  very 
natural  opportuniU'  of  expreflfing 
the  impatienee  with  which  an  an- 
fwer  to  my  laft  rtote  was  expef^ed 
by  my  court ;  that  three  weeics  had 
now  elapfed  fince  its  tranfmifiion, 
and  that  although  I.  by  no  means 
wifhed  to  infinuate  that  due  atten- 
tion had  not  been  paid  to  fo  very 
important  a  fubje^  as  that  on  which 
we  were  treating,  yet  I  could  not 
but  greatly  lament,  that  day  after 
day  fhould  be  allowed  to  pafs  away 
without  our  proceeding  at  all  in  the 
great  bufinels  for  ivhich  we  were 
flifet.  One  of  the  French  miniflers 
fatd,  that  it  war  impolfible  I  could 
lament  this  delay  more  than  they 
did;  that  they  had  already  declared 
to  me  that  it  was  occafioned  by  a 
wi(h  not  to  create  but  remove  dif- 
iiculties ;  and  Ihcy  could  allure  me 
pofilively,  that  ifhe  French  govern - 
meht  had  no  othe?r  obje6l  in  view, 
and  thkt  I  fhould  find,  when  once 
we  began  fairly  to  negotiate,  we 
thould  proceed  very  rapidly. 

I  replied  it  was  indeed  very  ma- 
terial to  make  good  the  time  we 
had  loft.  The  French  minifler 
anfwercd,  you  would  not  call  it 
time  loft  if  you  knew  how  it  was 
employed.  On  my  expreffing,  by 
tny  manner,  a  wilh  to  be  informed, 

he  went  on,  by  fayine,  we  will  not 
fcniple  to  tell  you,  though  we  feel 

^c  ought  not  yet  to  do  it  officially, 


that  we  aretonfulting  with  our  al* 
lies;  that  we  have  communicated 
to  them  all  that  has  paflbd  here;  wo 
have  flated,  that  unlefs  they  mtM 
io  continue  the  war,  they  mruft  re^ 
leafe  us  from  our  engagements,  and 
enable  us,  to  a  certain  degree,  to 
meet  your  propofals.  '. 

The  conference  of  to-day  is  thb 
moment  over.  One  of  the  FrencH 
Plenipotentiaries  informed  me,  that 
he  had  received  this  morning  a  leti 
ter  from  the  Prefidcnt  of  the  Di- 
rcdlory,  alTuring  him,  that,  in  fouf 
or  five  days  they  would  i^ceiv^ 
their  final  inftru^ons ;  and  he  add* 
ed  of  himfdf,  that  he  trufted  thefe 
would  be  fuch  as  would  enable  us 
to  continue  our  work  without  any 
further  interruption.  I  faid,  I 
hoped  thefe  inftru6Hons  would  be 
in  fubihince  a  counter  project,  as  I 
did  not  fee  how  any  thing  (hort  of 
one  could  enable  us  to  proceed  fo 
rapidly  as  he  defcribed.  He  agreed 
with  me  entirely,  and  afllired  mc; 
that  both  he  and  his  colkagues  had 
repeatedly  fhited  the  necefiity  of  a 
counter  projeft  beiag  fent  them; 
and  he  obferved,  tluit  he  really 
thought  the  French  government 
might  have  forefeen  every  thing 
^rhich  had  paded,  and  been  pre.- 
pared  with  one;  and  that  this  would 
have  faved  a  great  deal  of  valuable 
time.  As  I  could  not  myfelf  have 
faid  more,  I  readily  gave  a  full  af- 
feut  to  what  I  heard. 

(No.  SO.) 

Extras  9f  a  Dtfpatch  from  Lard  Gren-' 
vtUe  i9  Lora  Malmejhury^  dated 
Dwmng'ftreet^  Auguji  19,  1797.  \ 

AN  expreflion  mentioned  ?n  on'e 

of  your  Lordfhip's  lafl  difpatches  to 

have  ^Ilen  from  one  of  the  Frc^ncft 

Plenipotentiaries,  leads  to  the  pftf- 

fumption 
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fumption,  thAt  it  is  intencM,  on 
the  part  of  France  to  bring  forwjuti 
fome  propoial  about  the  navigation 
of  neutnu  powers  in  time  of  war* 
Your  Lordibip  will  beft  judge  of 
the  proper  opnortunity  of  exprefT- 
ing  his  Majcuy'«  dedded  and  un- 
alterable refolution  on  this  point, 
not  to  admit  of  any  propoial  for 
treating  with  hb  enemies  on  ihb 
fubjcdt  of  the  rights  or  claims  of 
neutral  po^i'ers. 

The  only  other  remark  with 
which  I  have  to  trouble  your  Lord* 
tbip  by  this  meflenger,  relates  to 
an  expreifion  in  the  late  mei&ge  of 
the  Dirc£iory  to  the  Council  of 
Five  Hundred,  which,  if  Uterally 
taken,  conveys  an  accufationagainft 
his  Majefly's  government,  that 
fome  delay  has  arifen  on  the  part 
of  this  country  in  the  negotiations 
at  Lifle.  This  is  fo  avowedly  con- 
trary to  the  fad,  that  it  mull  be 
coniidered  as  impoifible  that  fuch  a 
cliarge  could  be  intended  to  be 
made  by  a  government  which  had 
at  that  moment  delayed  for  three 
weeks  makine  anyanfwer  to  his 
Majefly's  diflmd  and  liberal  pro- 
pofals  of  peace,  and  whofe  Plenipo- 
tentiaries were  daily  apologizing  to 
your  Lordfhip  fpr  this  unbecoming, 
and,  as  they  almofl  confefs,  unac- 
countable delay ;  but  as  the  point  is 
too  important  to  be  left  unnoticed, 
it  is  the  King's  pleafure  that  your 
Lordfhip  fhould  prefent  a  note  re- 
marking upon  the  fenfe  to  which 
thele  words  are  liable,  expreffing 
your  perfuafioH  that  fuch  cannot  be 
the  intention  with  which  they  were 
vfcd,  but  afking  on  the  part  of  your 
court  an  explanation  to  that  eife<5l, 
which  cannot  be  refufed  without  a 
riolation  of  every  thing  which  truth 
and  juflice  re^mre  on  fuch  aa  oc^ 


(No.3L) 

ExfraBfrim  the  Meffagt  tf  the  FremcS 
Direaery  fr  the  CttmcU  /  Frue  Hwui' 
red^  Aug.  9,   1797. 

IN  fliort,  this  cauie  is  in  the  fiune 
dcfpondency  in  which  all  good  ci- 
tizens, and  particularly  the  defend- 
ers of  the  country  are,  at  feeing 
deferred,  at  the  ver)c  moment  when 
its  conclufion  was  thought  to  b« 
near  at  hand,  and  after  having 
bought  it  with  fo  much  blood  and 
fo  much  fuiferine  —  a  definitive 
peace,  which  the  beads  of  the  van- 
^uifhed  coalition  at  length  foUcited 
in  good  earnefl,  when  its  concluiioa 
was  expe£led,  and  which  a  govern- 
ment mendly  to  humanity  were 
dill  more  earoefl  to  conclude: 
When,  all  on  a  fudden,  buoyed  up 
with  new  hopes,  reckoning  upon  a 
general  diflblution  of  the  govern** 
ment  by  the  failing  of  its  fmances, 
upon  its  deflru6tion,  upon  the  death 
or  banifhment  of  its  oraveft  gene- 
rals, and  upon  the  difperfion  and 
lofs  of  its  armies,  thefe  very  fiune 
coalefced  powers  have  thrown  as 
much  delay  into  the  negotiations 
as  they  had  fhewn  anxiety  to  l>ring 
them  to  an  end. 

(No.  32,) 
Ofj  tfaDiJpatchJrtm  lord  Malmef^ 
bwy  t0  Lord  GremnOef  dat^J  Ufie^ 
Auguft*12y  1797. 

My  Lord, 
IN  my  conference  of  tlus  mom« 
ing  I  took  an  opportunity  of  j%* 
marking  to  the  French  Plenipoten- 
tiaries on  the  very  unfair  and  extra* 
ordinary  afTcrtion  which  hid  ap<^ 
peared  in  the  meflage  of  the  9th 
inflant,  from  the  Dire^ory  to  the 
Council  of  Five  Hundred;  viz,  qite 
k4 /iuijfimcti  cHiljJiM  mU  mu  ^taatu  de 
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bnt^ur  dans  ks  negttifitkns^  qu^dks  a- 
nKietU  mmtrl  ile  Vardmr  pmtr  ks  termi^ 
ner.  I  obierved  to  them^  that  I  hsui 
orders  from  my  court  to  aik  a  pre- 
cife  explanation,  whether  this  accu- 
iation  of  d^lay  was  meant  to  apply 
to-the  manner  in  yihlch  his  Ma-i 
jefly  had  condu^bed  the  negotiation 
at  Lifle;  and  if  it  was  fo  meant,  to 
declare  tliat  no  accufation  was  ever 
more  deftitute  of  foundation^  nor  a 
wider  deviation  from  the  real  faft. 
I  faid  I  was  porfe6bly  feady  to  abide 
by  their  determination  on  this 
point,  convinced  that  it  was- impof- 
fible  for  them  not  to  acknowledge 
that  the  delay  (if  there  had  been 
any  blameable  delay)  refledwithr 
the  French  government,  and  not 
with  his  Majcfly.  The  French 
Plenipotentiaries  admitted  this  to 
be  moft  flri^Uy  true  j  that  the  phrafe 
I  had  quoted  was  an  ill-judged  one 
and  mal  rtdtgie ;  but  that  it  could 
not  in  any  point  of  view  whatever 
be  conifarued  as  applying  to  Eng- 
land; and  they  were  ready  to  fay, 
that  when  it  was  written,  the  Di- 
redpry  alluded  folely  to  the  court 
of  Vienna ;  that  they  could  afTure 
iTie  they  had  been  very  faithful  in 
their  reports,  and  that  when  they 
had  faid  this,  it  was  faying  in  other 
words  that  I  had  carried  on  the  ne- 
gotiation with  as  much  expedition' 
as  poifible ;  and  that  if  it  mui  pro- 
ceeded flowly  for  this  iaft  month, 
the  ilownefs  arofe  on  their  £de, 
and  not  on  mine.  . 

I  (iadd,  I  codd  not  for  an  infiant 
call  in  queflion  their  feelings  on 
this  point ;  it  was  the  infinuatioh 
conveyed  in  the  meiftge,  and  which 
had  g'ooe  over  Europe,  that  was 
necei&ry  for  me  to  clear  up,  and 
to  know  whether  the  Diredtory 
thought  and  felt  as  they  did.  One 
of  the  French  ouoUtetSi  wft^  Y^xy 

Vjoi.  XXXIX. 


ftrong  expreffions  aflured  me  thri 
DireSory  certainly  did  iliink  and 
feel  like  them;  that  no  unfair  or 
iniidious  alhuQon  was  meant,  and* 
added,  que  ce  mcffage  titit pBttr fiimider 
Us  amfcits,  I  went  on,  by  obier^-ing. 
it. was  very  eflential  for  me  to  havil 
this  fdUy  explained,  and  that  t 
ihould  give  them  in  a  note  to  this* 
elFedl;  they  requefledl  woirfd not,* 
as  it  would  lead  to  dilagreeable  dif-^: 
cuilions,  and  would  not  anfwer  the 
end  I  propofejid.  They  would  take 
upon  themfelves  now  to  ailure  me^^ 
in  the  name  of  the  Directory,  that 
nothing  at  all  fimilar  to  the  cph- 
ftru<5tion  I  put  on  the  phrafe  was 
intended;  and  that  as  foon  tis  thiey , 
could  receive  an  anfwer  to  the  re- 
port they  (hould  mako  of  tt)>day'£ 
converfation,  they  would  fav  the 
fame  from  the  Dirc6koiy  itfelf. 

I  hope,  my  Lord,  I  nave,  there- 
fore, by  obtaining  this  very  precifer 
and  formal  difavowal  of  an  inten-^' 
tion  to  fix  any  imputation  of  delay 
on  his  Majefty's  government,  ftil- 
fiUed  the  objeft  of  my  inftru6Kon  ^ 
on  this  particular  point/  If  when 
the  French  Plenipotentiaries  fpeak 
from  the  DireAory,-  the  difavt)wal' 
fhould  not  be  equally  iatisiadtorf 
andcomplete,  I  thenwill  not  fail, 
according  to  your  Lordfhip's  order, 
to  give  in  a  note. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
(Signed)      Malmesbury, 

"^jght  Iloiwurabk  Lard  CmviIIe._ 

(No.  33.) 

Extra^ofa  DifhatchfrwtLardMalmeJ^, 
bury  to  Lad  Grenville^  dated  Lj/Te^ 
^»§-.22,  1797. 

THE  four  conferences  I  havt 
held  with  the  French  Pienipotea- 
liaries  ilhce  I  Iaft  ^Tptc  to  youf 

O  Lord« 
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Lordfliip  on  the  Uth  inflantt  will 
net,  I  ^r,  foniiih  vpry  interefting 
materials  for  a  difpatch.  Our  com* 
fercnce  of  this  ^morning  was  prin- 
eipally  employed  in  what  I  have  re*« 
latcd  in  my  other  difpatch ;  but 
ttie  French  Plenipotentiaries  af- 
fured  me,  dsat  by  Thurfday,  or,  at 
the  latcft  by  Saturday,  they  cxpeft- 
cd  to  reteiire  their  long«expe£^ed 
sieflenger. 

(No.  n.) , 

MxfraflofaDiJ/iatchJrom  LoriMalmef' 
hury  t$  Lara  Gremftlkj  dated  DJle^ 
j4ug.  29,  1797. 

I  am  extremely  forty  to  be  forced 
to  announce  to  your  Lordfliip,  that 
irefh  delays  occur  in  the  progrefs 
of  the  negotiation. 

The  French  Plenipotentiaries  in- 
formed me  at  our  conference  ycf- 
terday,  that  the  laft  anfwer  from' 
HoUimd  was  fo  unfatisjfaAorv,  that 
*4he  Dirc6fcory  had  ordered  the  Mi- 
iiiilfcr  for  Foreign  Afiairs  to  return 
It  to  the  Dutch  Minifters  at  Paris ; 
that  the  Dutch  Minifters  could  not 
take  upon  themfelves  to  alter  it  in 
the  way  the  Direftory  proppfed, 
/  liut  had  been  obliged  to  refer  to 
their  government  for  new  orders ; 
and  that  therefore,  fuppofihg  no 
time  to  be  lofl  in  deliberation  on 
this  fubjc6t  at  the  Hague,  it  would 
be  at  Icaft  a  week  from  to-day  be- 
fore any  farther  account  could  be 
receivea  here.  After  lamenting 
^  this  unexpefted  procraftination  of 
our  bufinefs^  I  cxprefled  a  wifli  to 
know  what'  the  Dutch  anfwer  had 
been,  what  obje<5lions  the  Direftory 
had  made  to  it,  and  the  alteration 
they  were  defirous  it  Ihould  under- 
go. On^  of  the  French  Plenipo- 
tentiaries faid  it  had  not  been  com* 
immicated  io  themi  but  that  he  uii« 


derfiood  it  was  cm/Jexe^  Imck^   ei 

expefted  it  Ihould  be  clear  and  dil- 
tinA,  and  fuchan  one  as  would  en- 
able them  to  fend  fuch  inftruAion* 
here. as  would  allow  us  to  go  on 
with  the  negotiation  in  a  way  io  re- 
cover the  time  we  had  loft< 

(No.  35.) 
EXTRACT  of  a  difpatch  from 
Lord  Malmelbury  to  Lord  Grcn- 
villc,  dated  Sept.  5,  announcing 
that  the  Directory  had  declared^ 
that  in  their  meffiige  of  19th  Augud 
to  the  Councils,  thejr  meant  no 
reflcftion  upon  th^  Bntilh  gcvorsSc 
ment. 

(No.  56.) 
Extras  /«  DiJItatckfrm  iMiMthmf- 
hury  to  Lord    Grenvilk^    datfd  «f 
Lt/!e^  9th  Sejit.  1191. 

I  need  not  &v  that  the  two  cofb> 
ferenees  which  nave  beenheid  (ince 
I  difpatched  the  meilenger  Brooks, 
were  not  likely,  under  the  preient 
circumdances  of  this  country,  to 
afford  any  thing  extremely  impor* 
tant  or  interefting.  In  that  of 
Thurfday  thc7th,  one  of  the  French 
Plenipotentiaries  began,  on  my  en- 
tering the  room,  by  announcing  a 
wifh  that  the  great  event  which  Sad 
taken  place  at  Paris,  fhould  not  in? 
terrupt  for  a  long  time  our  negotia« 
tion,  or  defbroy  the  pieafin|;  prof- 
pe^  we  had  of  its  foon  teraunating 
nicceisfiillv;^  and  fixim  his  manner 
I  clearly  faw  he  msant  to  convey 
the  idea  that  it  was  his  opinion  it 
would  not.  I  endeavoured  to  dif* 
cover  whether  he  ^ke  in  conie- 
quence  ai  any  private  intelligence 
he  had  receiv^  .from  Pans,  or 
imply  from  h&  own  private  judge- 

mnti  aad  I  £aiwd  U  ^u  e^itireiy 
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from  the  latter.  In  ow  conference 
of  this  morning  he  ikid  thev  were 
Ml  without  any  letters  from  M. 
Talleyrand  (which  rather  filrprifed 
hhn)  but  he  could  alfiire  me,  wM 
certainty^  that  by  Monday  ihey 
ifaould  be  emponrered  to  go  on 
with  the  negotiation,  and  that  I 
might  fafely  lay  fo  to  my  court, 

(No.  37.) 
Extraft'df  a  letter  from  Lord 
Grenville  to  Lord  Malinefbur)', 
iiatedSept.  11th,  expreffive  of  his 
convi6^ion  that  a  few  days  muft 
Blew  what  were  the  views  of  the 
predominant  party  at  Paris  refpcft- 
mg  the  queftion  of  peace. 

(No.  38.) 
This  was  a  difpatch  from  Lord 
Mahnelbury  to  Lord  Grenville, 
dated  September  1 1  th,  informing 
him  that  the  whole  French  legation 
had  been  recalled,  and  that  MefT. 
Treilhard  and  Bonnier  d'AIco  had 
been  appointed  in  their  room. 

(No.  39.) 

A  note  from  the  French  Pleni- 
potentiaries to  Lord  Malme&ury, 
dated  September  11th,  announcing 
the  foregoing  circumfiance,  and 
afiuring  his  Lordfhip,  that  the 
change  of  the  negotiators  did  not 
carry  with  it  any  change  in  the  dif- 
pofition  of  the  Dire^ory  with  re- 
gard to  the  negotiation* 

(No.  40.) 

A  note  from  Lord  Malmefbury 
to  the  French  Plenipotentiaries, 
dated  Septemt)er^2,  acknowledg- 
ing the  receipt  of  the  aboT«  com- 
Aunicftlioa. 


(No.  41.)  -    • 

Extraft  of  a  difoatch  from  Lord 
Malmefhiiry  to  Lord  Gren^Tilei, 
dated  Lifie|  September  17,  ftatin^ 
the  arrival  of  Treilhard  and  Bon*- 
nier,  with  their  Secretary  General 
I>erche,  and  two  prit-^te  fecretaries, 
theh-  iirtrochi^Hon  \o  him  by  th# 
former  CommifliDners,  and  the  rcr 
turn  of  the  vifit  by  his  Lo»-dfhip.— 
Le  Tournenr,  on  this  occAfion,  ex* 
prefled,  in  the  name  of  his  col- 
leagues, their  great  fa<isfa(^ion  at 
the  opennefs  and  candour  which 
Lord  Malmefbury  had  difplayeA 
during  the  whole  of  the  negotia* 
lion,  and  thfir  regret  at  being  o- 
blige^  to  take  their  leave  of  hfs 
Lordfhip.  Lord  Malmelbmv  fook 
an  opportunity  of  returning  xYip 
compliment. 

(No.  42.) 
Co^tf  aDifpcick  from  Jjofd  Malmef- 
iuiy  to  Lord  GrttPuiUt^  dattd  Li/Iif 
11  th  September  1797. 

My  Lord, 

I  (hall  endeavour  in  this  difpatcli 
to  give  your  Lordfliip  as  circum- 
flantial  an  account  as  my  memory 
will  allow  me  to  do,  of  what  has 
palled  in  the  two  conferences  I 
nave  held  with  the  new  French 
Plenipotentiaries. 

In  that  of  Friday  the  14th,  after 
communicating  to  me  the  arrtte  of 
the  Directory  appointing  them  to 
fucceed  Mefiieurs  Le  Tourneur  and 
Maret,  and  empowering  them  to 
continue  the*  negotiation  with  me, 
one  of  them  began  by  making  the 
ilrongeft  aiEirances  of  the  fincerc 
defire  entertained  by- the  Dire^iory 
for  peace.  He  obferved,  that  if 
this  deiire  had  manifefted  itfelf  fo 
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ftrongly  at  a  moment  when  the  two 
great  authorities  of  thecoimtry  were 
at  variance,  it  muft  naturally  be- 
come ftronger  and  be  exerted  with 

'more  effe^  when  all  fpirit  of  dlvi* 
iioA  was  fupprefledf  and  when  the 
government  was  ftrengthened  by 
the  perfeft  concord  which  now 
jreigns  between  all  its  branches: 
That  the  firft  and  mofi  material 
point  to  be  afcertaincd  in  erery 

.  negotiation  was  the  extent  of  tlie 
full  powers  with  which  the  negoti* 
ators  are  veiled :  that  I  ihoul^  find 
theirs  tq  be  very  ample;  and  that. 


ances;  fince  themcafiireitielfBoir 
adopted  by  the  Diredory  was  cer* 
taimy  calculated  to  make  a  direAlr 
contrary  impreffion  on  mf  mina; 
that  I  could  not  conceal  from  him^ 
that  far  from  expe^ng  fuch  a  <{Uef« 
tion,  its  beiiu;  now  put  furprifed  m^ 
beyond  meaiure,  and  ftili  more  fop 
when  from  his  comment  upon  it  i 
was  to  infer  that  he  wifhed  me  to 
confider  it  as  tending  to  promote  a. 
^Medy  pacification;  that  thequef- 
tion  exprefled  in  the  note  he  bad 
delivered  (for  he  had  given  it  to 
me,  and  I  had  read  it  over  as  he 


as  it  was  neceflary  to  the  fucccfs  of  ended  his  fpeech)   was  word  for 


our  difcufiions  that  mine  fhould  be 
equally  fo,  they  had  it  in  command 
to  prefent  a  note,  the  obje^  of 
which  was  to  enquire,  whether  I 
was  authorifed  to  treat  on  the  prin- 
ciple of  a  general  reftitution  of  ev- 
ety  poifemon  remaining  in  his  Ma- 


word  the  fame  as  that  put  to  me  by 
his  |>redeceflbrs  fo  long  ago  as  the 
14th  July;  that  on  the  15th  I  had, 
from  my  own  authority,  given  an 
anfwer,  and  that  this  anfwer  I  con* 
firmed  fully  and  diiKn^ly,  by  order 
of  my  court,  on  the  24^  July;  that 


^jehy's  hands,  not  only  belonging  to    thefe  notes  had  to  the  prefent  hour 
them,  but  to  their  alhes ;  that  I  was   renuuned  unnoticed,  and  a  delay  of 
•not  unacquainted  with  their  laws    two  months  had  occurred;  that  the 
and  with  their  treaties ;  that  a  great   reafons  affigned  for  this  dday  were^ 
country  could  not  on  any  occa-   as  I  was  repeatedly  told,  a  decided 
fion  a^  in  contradidion  to  them;    refohition  on  the  part  of  the  French 
and  that,  aware  as  I  mufl  be  of  tliis,    government  to  liilen  to  the  reafon- 
1  could  not  but  expe^  the  queition    able  propofab  made  by  his  Majefty; 
contained  in  the  note,  neither  could    but  that  bein^  bound  l>y  their  en- 
I  confider  the  requifition  of  an  ex-    ga^ements  with  the  court  of  Ma- 
plicit  anfwer  previous  to  entering    dnd  and  the  Batavian  Republic,  and 
upon  the  negotiation, as  arifingfix)m    wiihing  to  treat  their  allies  with 
any  other  motive  than^  that  of  the    due  confideration,  they  were  defir- 
moft  perfe^  wiih,  on  the  part  of   ous  of  confulting  with  them  previ- 
the  Directory,  to  bring  it  to  a  fuc-    ous  to  any  pofitive  declaration,  and 
eefsful,  and,'abovc  all,  to  a  fpeedy 
conclii(]on.— I  replied,  that  if  after 
what  I  heard  1  could  allow  myfelf 
to  hope  for  (uch  an  event  as  he 
feemed  to  think  probable,  or  ^ve 
any  credit  to  the  pacific  difpofitiohs 
he  announced  on  the  part  of  the 
French     government,    fuch  hope 
mufl  arife  folely  from  the  confi- 
dence I  might  place  in  his  afiur* 


obtaining  trom  them  a  voluntarv 
relcafe  from  thofe  enogements  fuf- 
ficient  to  enable  theTrench  Pleni- 
potentiaries here  to  admit  the  bafis 
his  Majefty  had  efhibliihed,  and  to 
ground  on  it  all  future  difcuifions 
which  might  arife  in  the  courfc  of 
the. negotiation;  tlut  if  he  had  rtrad 
over  the  papers  left,  undoubtedlyi 
ia  his  pofteihoa  by  his  predeceilbrs, 
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he  would  find  what  I  ftated  to  be 
ftri^Iy  triic,  and  that,  of  courfe  it 
could  not  be  difficult  to  account  for 
my  furprize,  when,  after  being  told 
Ihat  he  and  his  colleagues  were  to 
take  up  the  negotiation  prccifely 
where  they  found  it,  it  now  became 
evident  that  it  was  to  be  flung  back 
to  the  very  point  from  which  we 
ftarted,  and  Rung  back  in  a  way 
which  feemed  to  threaten  a  con* 
eluiion  very  different  from  that  he 
foretold.*— I  ihall  not  attempt  to  fol- 
low the  French   mimiler  through 
the  very  elaborate  and  certainly  aMe 
fpeech  be  made  in  reply,  with  a 
view  to  convince  me  that  the  en- 
quiry into  the  extent  of  my  full 
Kwers  was  the  fbrongefl  proof  the 
redor}'  could  furnilh  of  their  pa- 
cific intention,  and  the  ihorteft  road 
they  could  take  to  accompiiih  the 
deiired  end.      It  was  in  order  to 
give   activity   to  the  negotiation, 
{aSiver  was  his  wond)  and  to  prc-^ 
vent  its  fhignating,  that  this  demand 
was  made  fo  fpecifically;  and  he 
intimated   to  me,   that  it  was  im- 
poffible  for  the  Dire^Qry  to  pro- 
ceed till  a  full  and  fatisfa^ory  an- 
fwcr  had  been  given  to  it     I  in- 
terrupted him  hS-e,  by  faying  their 
maimer  of  ading  appeared  to  me 
calculated  to  decide  the  negotiation 
at  once,  not  to  give  it  aftivity,fince 
it  mufl  be  known  I  could  not  have 
powers  of  the  defcription  he  allud- 
<^d  to;   and  even  fuppofing  I  had, 
(he  admitting  it  would  be,  in  ftd, 
neither  more  nor  lefs  than  a  com-- 
plcte  avowal  of  the  principle  itfelf, 
which,  once  agreea  on,  .  nothing 
would  be  left  to  negotiate  about. 
The  other  French  Plenipotentiary 
interpofcd  here,    by   faying,   that 
would  not  be  the  cafe;  many  arli-. 
cles  wouW  flill  remain  to  be  pro- 
pofed,  and  waAV.  points  for  impact- 


ant  difcuffion.  I  laid  every  won)  I 
heard  feemed  to  preient  frefh  diffi* 
culties.  Without  replying  to  me, 
the  firft-mentioned  minifrer  went 
on,  by  endeavouring  to  prove  that 
the  avowal  of  having  powers  to  a 
certain  extent,  did  not  implv  the 
neceffityofexercifingthem;  tliatit 
was  the  avowal  alone'  for  which 
they  contended,  in  order  to  deter- 
mine  at  onoe  the  form  the  negotiar 
tion  was  to  take;  that  the  note  and 
the  time  prefcribed  in  it,  were  in 
confequence  of  the  moft  poiitive 
orders  from  the  Directory;  and  that 
if  I  drew  from  it  a  conclufion  dif* 
ferent  from  the  afTurances  they  had 
made  me  in  the  name  of  the  EHrec-; 
tor)',  I  did  not  make  the  true  infers- 
ence.  I  replied,  that,  although' 
the  prefcribing  the  day  on  which 
the  queflion  was  put  to  me  as  the^ 
term  within  whirn  I  was  to  give 
my  anfwer  to  it,  was  both  a  very^ 
unufual  and  abrupt  mode  of  pro  • 
ceeding,  yet  as  a  day  was  much 
more  than  fuificient  for  the  pur* 
pofe,  I  fhould  forbear  making  any 
particular  remark  on  this  circum- 
fiance :  that  as  to  the  inference  ta 
be  drawn  from  the  pofitive  manner 
in  which  they  appeared  to  maintain 
the  queftion  put  to  me,^  I  really 
could  not  make  it  different  from* 
that  I  had  already  exprelled:  that 
the  reverting,  after  an  integral  of 
two  months,  to  a  queflion  already 
anfwer^d,  and  which  queftion  in- 
volved the  fate  of  the  negotiation, 
certainly  could  not  be  confidered 
as  wcanng  a  very  conciliatory  ap-» 
pearance :  that  in  regard  to  my  an- 
fwer, it  could  not  be  different  from 
that  I  had  given  before:  that  my 
full  powers,  which  were  in  their 
hands,  were  as  extenfive  as  any 
could  be,  and  it  did  not  depend  on 
me  to  give  them  more  or  lefs  lati- 
O  3  tud^; 
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ttide  i  but  that  in.  faft  thcif  qucf- 
tion  jvcnt  not  to  the  efxtent  of  my 
full  pso*vers,  but  to  reqijir/c  of  mc  tp 
<kclare  the  nature  or  my  inftruc- 
iiOJQS*,  and  on  this  point  they  cer- 
ti^i:.]^'  wouldr forgive  me  if  1  did  not 
ipejik  out  till  fuch  time  as  the  cir- 
qumfiao^^  of  the  negotiatibn  called 
lipOA  QIC  to  do  it. 

.  The  French  Miuifter.ifarovtt  to 
proye  tome,  what  he  had  before  at- 
^nipted,  that  the  claimi^^g  a  right 
Qf  enquiry  into  the  nature  of  the 
difcrciionary  authority  confided  in, 
»  minifter,  by  no  means  implied  an 
intention  of  requiring  of  him  to  aA 
%p  to  its  utnioil  limits.  I  obferved 
if  no  fuch  intention  cxifted,  why 
inAitute  the  enquiry-?  and  if  it  did 
jjxift,  why  not  fay  fo  at  once  ? — He 
jaid,  What  we  now  aik  is  little  nioro 
^haji  a  matter  of  forni ;  when  yon 
kave  given  us  your  anfwer,  we  iball 
fp]\aw  it  up  by  another  Itep,  which 
we  art  ordered  to  take.  I  faid,  my 
anfwer  was  given  two  months  ago ; 
that*  alt  hough  I  was  ready  jto  give 
k  tJiem  agam,  and  in  Mr! ting,  as 
one  to  their  note,  yet,  as  it  could 
not  be  different,  I  did  not  fee  why 
Acy  fhould  not  proceed  immediate- 
jly  to  the  other  ftep,  by  (vhich  I  was 
told  the  queftion  was  to  be  followed. 
wp.  It  wouW  be  psemature,  faid 
the  French  Miniiler;  but  in  draw- 
ing up  your  anlwec,  do  not  forget 
the  force  of  the  arguments  I  hjjvc 
ufcd,  or,  in  your  report  to  your 
court,  the  aiTurance^  we  have  given 
,af  ihc  earntft  wifli  of  the  Diredto- 
ry  to  terminate '.the  war.  J  replied, 
that  I  flill  muil  maijitain  that,  from 
jthe  raannur  in  wjiich  Ihey  thoughti 
propter  to  define  full  powers,  |. 
coi.]d  fee  no  ciiltinjSbiqn  between- 
Iteknowledging  the  powcr^and  ad-r 
uiitting  the  principle ;  and  that  the 
qyeftiofi  itfelf  could Jiotbe  put  with: 


any  otbjr  intehtion^Your  Lord- 
fiiip  wiii  obferve,  from  th«  fubfe- 
quent  notes  which  pai&d  between 
us,  that  Iwas  perfe^iy  grourd^  in 
this  afiertion) :  that,  in  my  reports, 
tbey  might  be  fully  aiTured  I  fhould 
a0  up  to  that  conciliatory  fpirit, 
which,  from  the  earlieft  period  of 
the  negotiation,  had  always  decided 
miy  condu6l;  and  that,  inaofpicious 
as  apjpearances    were,    1  certainly 
woidd  be  careful  not  to  make  them 
look  hoftile.     At  the  w  ord  hcfHle, 
both  the  French  Pknipoteutianes 
weise  moft  warm  in  their  protelU- 
tioUfi  that  nothing  could  be  lefs  fo; 
that  the  idea  of  the  negodatioii 
hrcKking  off  was  as  hr  from  their 
thoughts  as  from  their  widies.     7 
tixiyibzt  although  I  heard  this  with 
pleafure,  yet  I  could  not  avoid  ad* 
Tcrting  to  iadh ;  and  that^  when  in« 
Head  of  an  anfwer,  and  die  fsLvourap 
blc  anfwer  which  I  had  every  rea- 
kn  to  exped,  I  received  only  tho 
repetition  of  a  demand*  which  had 
been  already  fatisfied  two  months 
ago^    I  certainly  could  not   think 
l£is  a/  good  omen. .   If  it  did  not 
bode  an  immediate  rupture  of  the 
treaty,  it  afHiredly  did  not  announce 
a  near  and  fuccefsfiil  terminatioa 
of  it.    The  above-mentioned  mi- 
nifterperfiftedlwasmiiUken;  that 
the  bulinefs  would  end  fpcedily; 
that  fpeed  was  their  wifh,  and  ipeed 
with  peace  for   its  object.      On  ^ 
breaking  up  our  conference  I  faid. 
that  I  took  it  for  granted  we  ihoulq 
meet  again  at  the  ufuai  hour  on 
Sunday.     He  laid,  that  it  perhaps 
might  not  be  nec^ry,  but  that 
they  certainly  would  let  me  know 
in  time;  and  this  conveyed  to  me 
the  firil  idea  of  what  has  fince  tak-*^ 
en  place.     I  inclofe  your  Lordfliip 
the  note  A,  I  received  in  this  con- 
ference from  the .  French  Plenipo- 
leatiaries 
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4phttari€t,  and  the  anfwcr  B,  which 
!•  made  to  it  yeftcrday  morning,  at 
10  A.  M.     At  6  P.  M.  the  note  C 
was  tranfmitted  to  me;  to  which, 
at  8  P.  M.  I  returned  tlie  anfwer  D 
by  Mr.  R«fs,  whom  I  fent,  in  order 
that  he  might  bring  me  the  pafl^ 
ports  I  afked  for ;  but  at  a  quarter 
before  10  P.  M.  Derche,  Secretary 
of  the  French  legation,  delivered 
me  a  paper  marked  E;  and   this 
morning  at  9  A.  M.  I  replied  by  the 
note  F,  which  immediately  produc- 
ed that  marked  G.     The  notes  fent 
me  by  the  French  Plenipotentiaries 
fpcak  for  themfelves;  and  it  is  un- 
neceifery  to  enter  into  any  reflec- 
tions on  tliem.      I  am  willing  to 
hope  that  the  anfwers  I  have  made 
were  foch  as  became  the  iituation 
in  which  I  ftand,  the  importance  of 
the  caufe  entrufted  to  me,  and  the 
ftcady  but  tcnjperate  condud  which 
the  fpirit  of  my  inflru6lions  enjoin 
Djc  to  hold.     It  was  my  with  to 
give  every  opening  to  the  French 
Plenipotentiaries  to  recall  the  vio- 
lent ftep  they  had  taken;   and,  if 
poflible,  to  convince  them  of  its 
extreme  impropriety.      And  it  is 
with  this  view,  and  with  a  mofk 
anxious  defire  not  to  exclude  all 
hope  of  the  reftoration  of  peace, 
that  I  determined    on   fuggcfting 
the  idea  of  our  meeting  once*  be- 
foKc  I  left  Lifle. 

This  meeting  took  place  to-day 
*t  noon:  1  opened  it  by  obferving 
that  the  feveral  notes  they  had  re- 
ceive4  from  me  fincQ  the  preceding 
ev^ning^  had  been  too  expreffive  of 
the  furprife  I  felt  at  the  meafure 
the  DireAory  had  thought  proper 
to  adopt,  to  make  it  neccflary  for 
me  to  enlarge  upon  it  in  this  con- 
ference; and  indeed  my  fole  mo- 
tive for  fuggeftine  that  it  might  be 
for  our  mutual  Utirfai^ion  that  it 


fhouH  be  held,  was  becatfe  this  - 
meafure  appeared  to  me  to  be  in- 
fuch  dircft  contradiction  to  the  rery 
ftrong  aflurances  I  had  fo  conftaatly 
and  repeatedly  heard  from  thern^ 
and  to  the  pacific  intentions  with 
which  they  declared  they  vfere  fent, 
that  it  was  my  earneft  wiih  (before 
I  confi^ered  their  conduft  as  fore-- 
ing  me  to  a  ftep  which  muft  fo  ma^* 
terially  afFeft  the  fuccefs  of  the 
negotiation)  to  be  perfectly  cei* 
tain  that  I  underftood  clearly  and 
diftinftly  the  precife  meaning  of 
thebr  official  notes.  On  their  ad^ 
niitting  that  nothing  could  be  more 
reafonable  than  that  I  fhouid^  on  fo 
important  a  point,  require  expkna^ 
tioA,  or  more  fatisfia£tory|  to  them 
than  to  give  it  me  (as  far  as  lay  in 
their  power)  I  proceeded  by  fay- 
ing, that  it'appeared  to  me  that  I 
was  called  upon  to  produce  imme«- 
diatefy  tjay  full  powers,  or  rathef  my 
inftnidions  (for  however  differen| 
thefe  were  in  themfelves,  in  their 
demand  they  feemed  conftantly 
blended) ;  and  that  if  either  I  reful- 
ed  to  confent  to  this,  or  if  on  con- 
fenting  to  it,  it  was  found  that  i 
was  not  authorifed  to  treat  on  the 
principle  they  laid  down,  I  Mras  then 
m  the  fpace  of  twenty-four  hours 
to  leave  Lifle,  and  return  to  my 
coiu't ;  and  that  I  was  required  to 
ob^in  full  authority  to  admit  this 
principle,  if  it  was  wiflied  the  ne- 
gotiation fhonld  proceed.  •  This,  I 
Slid,  appeared  to  me  to  be  the  evi- 
dent fenfe  of  the  notes,  and  I  beg- 
ged to  know  whether  I  had  niiftak- 
en  it  or  not.  One  of  the  French 
plenipotentiaries  faid,  **  You  have 
underftood  it  exa<5lly  ;  I  hope  you 
equally  undcrftand  the:  intention  of 
the  French  government,  which  is 
to  accelerate  peace  by  removing  t* 
Very  obftacle  i*hich'ftandy  in  its 
0  4*  way**' 
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^Bmy#**  r  replied,  that  having  now 
116  doubt  left  on  my  mind  as  to 
iktiY  cxaft  meaning,  and  being 
flUite  fure,  notwithflanding  the  ob- 
fer^ation  they  had  made,  quej^avois 
fmfi  la  veritaik  kteMthn  de  kur  r«r<r,  it 
would,  1  feared,  be  very  unprofita- 
ble employment  of  oiir  time  to  ar- 
gue either  on  the  nature  of  the 
principle  they  announced  as  zfiie 
4ta««,  to  even  a  preliminary  dif- 
ouinon,  or  on  the  extreme  difficul- 
tv  of  reconciling  the  peremptory 
(lenund  with  which  they  opened 
thdr  miffion,  to  the  pacific  profef- 
fions  that  accompanied  it ;  that  if 
they  were  determined  to  perfift  in 
this  demand,  it  Was  much  better  to 
avoid  all  ufeleis  altercation;  and 
nothin?  in  tliat  cafe  remained  for 
me  to  do,,  but  to  afk  for  my  pafT- 
ports,  and  to  fignify  to  them  my 
intention  of  leaving  France  at  an 
early  hour  the  next  morning.  They 
^id,  thc\'  had  their  hands  tied  by 
an  arrhe  of  the  Dire^or)',  and  were 
bound  to  obferve  the  condu^  they 
had  followed  bv  the  mofl  pofitive 
drders ;  and  although  we  remained 
together  fome  time  longer,  not  a 
hint  dropped  from  them  exprelfivc 
of  a  wifli  that,  inftcad  of  going  my- 
felf  for  new  inftni<5lions,  I  fhould 
either  write  for  them  by  a  mcflen- 

fer,  or  obtain  them  by  fending  to 
England  one  of  the  gentlemen  who- 
were  with  me.  I  endeavoured  by 
every  iiidirc£l  mcajis  (o  fugged  to 
them  the  ncceflity  of  adopting  fome 
fuch  modification,  if  they  meant 
that  their  wjfhes  for  peace,  in  the 
cxpreflion  of  which  they  Avcre  this 
morning  more  eager  than  ever, 
iliould  meet  with  the  flighteft  de- 
gree of  credit.  I  again  brought  to 
their  recollection  that  1  was  aulho- 
rifcd  to  receive  any  propofal,  any 
^mhe^jirojet  they  tendered  to  me  ; 


but  that  they  muft  be  aware  that  if ' 
>vas  not  poifible  for  me  to  alter  th« 
orders  I  had  received,  or  to  aflumc 
an  authoriiy  with  which  I  was  not 
invefled.  I  dwelt  particularly  and 
repeatedly  on  my  being  competent 
to  take  any  thing  they  faid  for  re- 
ference ;  but  this  availed  nothing, 
except  drawing  from  one  of  them  a 
remark,  that  the  fiill  powers  which 
authorized  a  rainifter  to  hear  pro- 
pofals,  were  widely  different  nrom 
thofe  which  would  enable  him  to 
accede  to  them;  and  that  it  was 
fuch  full  powers  that  the  Dire^ory 
required  me  to  foHcit,  An  caty 
anfwer  prefented  itfelf  to  thismode 
of  reafoning;  but  I  faw  no  advan- 
tage to  be  derived  from  prolonging 
a  converfation  which,  after  the  po- 
fitive declaration  they  had  made, 
could  lead  to  nothing:  I  therefore 
ended  tlie  conference,  by  declaring 
my  refolution  to  begin  my  journey 
at  a  very  early  hour  the  next  morn- 
ing, and  by  iaying,  that  immediate- 
ly on  my  arrival  in  England  I  would 
make  an  exac^  report  of  every 
thing  that  had  pafled  fince  their  ar- 
rival. 

I  truft,  my  Lord,  I  fliall  not  incur 
cenfure  for  having  declined  to  of- 
fer in  diilin£^  terms  to  wait  at  Lifje 
till  I  could  know  his  MajefK's 
pleafure  on  the  peremptory  propo- 
fal made  to  me :  buf  when  I  confi- 
dered  the  nature  of  the  propofal 
itfelf,  the  avowal  that  this  would 
not  be  the  laft,  nor  perhaps  the 
moil  humiliating  condition  requir- 
ed of  us,  and  the  imperious  Ih-Ie 
with  which  I  was  enjoined  to  de- 
part in  twenty-four  hours,  it  was 
utterly  impoflible  for  me  to  aiRime 
a  language,  or  affeft  a  manner,  that 
could  be  interpreted  into  folicita- 
tion  or  entreaty :  I  felt  myfelf  call- 
ed lYpon  to  treat  the  whole  of  this 
extraordinary 
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txbtcinSniiy  proceeding  with 
calmnefs  and  temper;  and,  not- 
withifauidkig  the  deep  and  poignant 
concern  I  nraft  feel  at  an  event 
which  I  fear  will  remove  all  proba- 
bility of  an  immediate  pacification, 
I  trufl  that  in  the  expreifion  of  this 
fentiment  I  have  not  ufed  a  lan- 
guage unbecoming  the  character 
with  which  I  am  invefted,  or  the 
greatnefs  of  the  Sovereign  and. 
country  whole  dignity  and  intereib 
it  is  my  primary  duty  to  confult 
and  maintain. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
Malmesburt. 

No.  43.  (A.) 

AW  fiom  tJu  French  Pkmfiotcntimrits  t9 
Ln  d  Medmejhmy, 

THE  underfiened  Minifters  Ple- 
nipotentiaries of  the  French  Repub- 
lic, commiffioned  to  treat  of  peaoe 
with  England,  have  the  honour  to 
aiilire  I^rd  Malmefbury,  Minifler 
Plenipotentiary  of  his  Britannic 
Majefty,  tljat  the  French  govern- 
ment wiihes  as  iincerely,  as  flrong* 
]y  as  ever,  a  peace  defired  by  the 
two  nations:  out,  unable  to  cpn- 
clade  any  other  peace  than  fuch  a 
one  as  is  foundea  on  the  laws  and 
on  the  treaties  which  bind  the 
French  Republic,  perfuaded  that, 
to  arrive  at  this  end,  it  is  neceiiary 
to  explain  itfelf  with  entire  frank- 
nefs,  and  defirous  of  giving  to  the 
negotiation  the  ^reateft  rapidity, 
the  Executive  Dired^ory  has  ex- 
preflly  charged  the  underfigned  to 
aemand  of  Lord  Malmefbury  whe- 
ther he  has  fufficient  powers  for 
reftoring,  in  the  treaty  which  may 
be  concluded,  to  the  French  Repub- 
lic and  to  its  allies,  all  the  pofTef. 
lions  which,  fince  the  beginning  of 
the  war,  have  pailed  into  the  hands 


of  the  Engliflu  The  uoderligihedi 
ve  equally  charged  by  the  Execu- 
tive Diredory  to  demand  from 
Lord  Malmefbury  an  anfwer  in  the. 
courfe  of  the  day-  They  requeft. 
him  to  accept  the  ailurances  of  their 
high  confideration. 

(Signed)        TaEiLHA&D,   . 
BoNNiaa. 
lyU^  29th  FntaidoTj  Sthyear  f 
thcRgJmiikfSejit.  15, 1797.; 

By  the  Minifters  PlenipoteBti«. 
ary  of  the  French  Republic, 
the  Secretary  Gencnu^ 

Dercbb. 

No,  44.  (Be)  . 

K^tejmn  lard  Mmlm^flmtyf  the  Frpick 
Fkni/utentiarifs. 

THE  underfigned  Minifter  Plem« 
potentiary  of  his  Britannic  Majefty^ 
receives  with  great  fatisfa^Uon  the 
expreflion  of  tne  iincere  defire  for 
peace,  which  the  Miniiters  Plenipo-, 
tentiaries  of  the  French  Republic 
announced  to  him  yeflerday  u  the 
name  of  Iheir  government.  He 
has  the  honour  to  aflure  them  thai 
the  King  his  mailer  is  aninmted 
^ith  the  fame  defire,  and  has  no* 
thing  more  at  heart  than  to  put  an 
end  to  the  calamities  of  the  war. 

With  regard  to  the  quelHoa 
which  the  Muiiflers  Plenipotentiary 
of  the  French  Republic  aodrefled  to 
Lord  Malmefbury,  concerning  the 
extent  of  his  full  powers,  he  confi- 
ders  himfelf  as  havmg  already  given 
the  mod  unequivoc^  anfwer  upon 
this  fubjcA,  in  the  two  notes  which 
he  delivered  to  their  predeceflbrs 
on  the  15th  and  24th  of  July. 
However,  to  avoid  all  mifunder- 
ftanding,  he  renews  the  declaration 
which  he  made  yeflerday;  that  is 
to  fay,  that  he  neither  can  noroughi 

to 
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tb  irekt  iipon  BAY  olhor  priAoi{)Ie 
than  that  of  compenfations:  a  pnti" 
riple  which  has  been  formally  rc- 
#ogfoiied  as  the  bafis  of  a  treaty 
•qoallyjuO;  honourable,  and  advan- 
tageous to  the  two  powers.  Lord 
Malmefbury  rcquefts  the  miniilcrs 
PIcrtipotentiary  of  the  French  Re- 
public- to  accept  the  affurances  of 
ks  high  confideration. 

(Signed).     MAtMSSBVRY^ 


No.  4.5.  (C.) 

^Tfatefrwi  the  French  Plenifimntimies  /• 
lard  Malm(/t0y. 
THE  Muufters  PleAlpotentiariei 
of  the  French  Republlo,  cpmmiflion* 
cd  to  treat  of  peace  with  England, 
Bbvo  the  hono^ur  to  acktiowfedge 
the  receipt  of  the  aafwer  of  Lord 
Malmefbury  to  the  note  which  was 
^rented  tiE>  \ixii  ia  the  conibrence 
of  yefterday^ 

It  appears  from  this  aufwer,  and 
from  the  two  notes  of  the  15th  and 
f  4th  of  July,  io  which  it  fefers,  that 
LonI  IKMmeftmry  has  not  powers 
lor  agreeing  to  the  i^eAitudon  of  ali 
^e  pofleffions  which  his  *  Britannic 
Jlsyefty  occupies,  whether  from 
the  French  Republie  or  from  its  al- 
lies. In  confcquenoe,  while  they 
reiterate  to  Lord  Malmeftury  i\ii 
inoft  pofitive  ailurances  of  the  fen* 
timents  of  the  French  government, 
the  underligncd  appnfe  hira  of  a 
decree  of  the  Executive  DireAory, 
which  fignifies  that,  in  cafe  Lord 
Malmefbury  fliall  declare  himfelf 
not  to  have  the  neccflary  powers 
for  agreeing  to  all  the  reftitutions 
which  the  laws  and  the  treaties 
which  bind  the  French  Republic 
make  indifpenfable,  he  fhall  be  re- 
quired to  return,  in  four-and-twen- 
iy  hourS|  to  his  court,  to  alk  for 


fuffieient  psrwm.  Lard,  BUmd^ 
bury  cdn  fee  in  this  determination 
6i  the  Executive  Dire£tqry  nothing 
dlfe  than  an  indention  to  haften  the 
moment  when  the  negots^dn  may- 
be followed  up  with  the  aertmnty 
of  a  fpeedy  conclufion. 

Tha  Mmiftcrs  Phenipotsntianes 
<tf  the  French  republic  requeft  Lord 
Malmeibury  to  accept  the  aHuraiieea 
of  their  hi^  oonfideration. 

(SigE^d)        Treilhakd. 

BONHIER. 

VJIey  30  FrufUdor^  bthyearfthe 
Rejtublk  (Sejii.  1^,  1191.) 

By  the  Minifters  Plenipotentr- 
arics,  the  Secretary  General 
of  the  Legation,  DerchZw 

No.  46.  (D.) 

Him  from  Lord  Malmefimytc  the  FrtoA 
Plmjtotenttaries. 

THE  iinderii|ned  Mimfier  FIe» 
nipoteittiary  of  ms  Britamuc  Majef* 
ty  has  thti  honour  to  acknowledge 
^e  receipt  of  the  note  of  this  day, 
which  Ins  been  fent  by  the  Miiuf- 
ters  Plenipotentiary  of  due  French 
Republic:  Whatever  w^ret  he  may 
experience  at  feeing  the  hope  of  a 
fpeedy  conciliation  thu&  deftroyed, 
he  can  return  no  other  aniR¥er  to  a 
refiifai  fo  abfoiute  to  continue  tha 
negotiation  on  grounds  which  ap- 
peared to  have  been  already  agreed 
upon,  than  by  demanding  the  ne* 
ceflary  pafTports  for  himfmf  and  his 
fuite,  in  order  that  they  may  fet  oflf 
within  the  fbur-and-twenty  hours, 
and  return  immediately  to  England. 

He  requefts  the  Minifters  Pleni- 
potentiary of  the  French  Republic 
to  accept  the  aiFurances  of  hislbigh 
confideratioru 

(Signed)      MAiMESBUfy. 
UJk^Saturdajf^  Sekt.  16,  179?, 

$?.Af. 
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No*  4.''>  (E.) 

yote/rm  the  French  Flemjivtentutrks  f 
Lord  Mclmejifury. 
THE  underfigned  Minifters  Plc- 
nipotentiarv  of  the  French  Republic, 
commiirioncd  to  treat  of  peace  with 
England,  have  the  honour  to  ac- 
knowledge the    receipt    of  Lord 
Afelmcfbury's  anfwer  to  the  note 
which  they  addreflcd  to  him  this 
day.    They  think  it  right  to  obferve 
to' him  that  he  does  not  appear  to 
have  feized  the  real  meaning  of 
their  note;   that  it  by  no  means 
contains  fi  reiufid  to  continue  the 
oegotiations,  but,  on  the  contraryi 
the  means  for  giving  them  activity, ' 
and  for  following  them  up  with  a 
iuccefs  DO  leiis  defirable  to  ihe  two 
nations,  than  it  would  be  flattering 
to  the  minifters  charged  with  the 
ttonduft  of  them.     The  French  go- 
vernment is  fo  far  from  entertain- 
ing the  intentions  which  the  notfe 
ofLord  Maimeibury  appears  to  im- 
pute to  them,  that  the   Minifters 
Plenipotentiaiy  of  the  French  Re- 
public have  received'  no  order  to 
<juit  Lifle,  after  the  departure  of 
the  Minifter  Plenipotentiary  of  his 
Britannic  Majefty.     The  Minifters 
Plenipotentiary  oi  the  French  Re- 
pubtic  requeft  Lord  Malmefbury  to 
accept  the  afturances  of  their  high 
conuderatioa. 

(Signed)        Treilhard. 

Bonnier. 
By  the  Minifters  Plenipotenti- 
ary, the  Secretary  General 
o/the  Legation,  Dercre. 
UJU^  SO  ¥ru8idor^  bthyearrfih- 
Rf/iulfIIe(Se/iA6^n9'I.) 

No.  48.  (F.) 

ff^itfiom  larA  Mtdmefiury  to  tit  FroKh 
Bkmfioi€ai'utries» 

THE  wulcxiigned  Minifter  Pie* 


mpotentiary  of  hit  Biritannie  Ma- 
jefty lias  the  honour  to  acknowledge 
the^  receipt  of  the  note  which  the 
Minifters  Pl^ipotentiat^  ef  the 
French  Repubhc  tranfmitted  to 
him  yefteitbiy,  through  the  ka^dg 
of  the  Secretary  General  of  their 
legation.  He  thinks,  he  cannot  an« 
fwer  it  better  than  by  fubmitting 
to  them,  in  his  turn,  tlie  foUowiu^ 
obfcrvatious. 

That  having  already,  by  his  note, 
dated  July  24,  and  in  obedience  t» 
the  exprefs  orders  of  his  court,  gjv- 
en  an  anfwer  to  the  queftion  whicK 
19 now  fo  unexpectedly  renewed;  a 
queftion  that,  in  appearance,  re- 
lates folely  \!0  the  limits  of  his  fulf 
powers,  which  are  In  the  moft  am- 
ple form,  but  which  does  in  feft 
require  a  declaration  of  the  whole 
extent  of  his  inftruftions ;  and  not 
being  authorifed  to  quit  the  place 
of  his  deftination  without  the  ex- 
prefs order  of  the  King  his  mafter, 
m  any  cafe  except  that  of  the  rup- 
hire  of  the  negotiation,  he  could 
not  help  confidering  a  note  enjoin- 
ing him,  in  confequence  of  a  decree 
of  the  Executive  Direftoiy,  to  re- 
turn to  his  court  in  the  fpace  of 
four-and-twenty  hours,  as  ill.  calcu- 
lated to  accelerate  the  conclufion  of 
peace:  nevertlielefs,  to  anfwer  thtf 
aflurances  of  the  Minifters  Plenipo- 
tentiary of  the  French  Republic, 
and  to   teftify  his  defire  to  fcize 
their  real  meaning,  with  reljpeft  t» 
which  he  ftiould  be  very  forry  to 
deceive  hirafelf,  he  thinks  it  would 
be  more  fatisfeClory  to  meet  once 
more;  and  if  the  Minifters  Plenipo- 
tentiary of  the    French  Republic 
ftiould  be  of  the  fame  opinion.  Lord 
Malmefbury  would  propofe  that  thiii 
meeting   mould  take  place  at  aa 
earlier  hour  than  ufual,  in  order 
that  he  may  have  time  to  takefiich 
fteps  as  thf  rcfuU  of  tkeir  confe- 
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rences  may  render  necef&ry.  He 
defires  the  Minifters  Plenipotenda- 
Tv  of  the  French  Republic  to  accept 
the  aiiurances  of  his  high  confidera- 
tion. 

(Signed)       MXlmesbv&t. 
Xi/kf  Smday^Se^i.  17,-  1797. 


No.  49.  (G.) 

V^tfrmn  the  French  Pleni/i9iefttiaria  t$ 
IsOrd  MaJmeflnny, 

^  THE  underiigned  Minifters  Ple- 
nipotentiaries of  the  French  Re- 
public, commiifioncd  to  treat  of 
peace  with  England,  have  the  ho- 
nour to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
the  note  which  the  Minifter  Pleni- 
notentiary  of  his  Britannic  Majefty 
has  tranfmitted  to  them  this  morn- 
ing. Referring  to  the  notes  ad- 
drefled  to  Lord  Maknefbury  on  the 
29th  and  30th  Fruaidor,and  efpe- 
cially  to  the  firft  of  yefterday,  they 
agree  to  the  meeting  which  Lor^ 
Malmcfbury  appears  to  defire,  and 
propofe  the  hour  of  noon.  They 
requcft  Lord  Malmelbury  to  accept 
the  aflurances  of  their  high  coniide- 
ration. 

(Signed)      Treilhard. 
Bonnier. 
,  TJJle^  \ft  dmpkmentary  Day^ 
iihycar  tf,  the  French  Rc/iublic* 
(Sc/tt,  Mtk,  1797.; 
By  the  Minifters  Plenipotentiary, 
the  Sec.  Gen.  of  Legation, 
Derche. 

(No.  50.) 

A  DI'SPATCH  from  Lord  Gren- 
▼lUe  to  Lord  Malmeibury,  dated 
Sept.  22,  afliiring  his  Lordfhip  that 
his  Majefty  approved  entirely  of  his 
condu<ft  during  the  whole  of  the 
negotiation,  and  caclofing  the  fol- 
lowing note,  to  be  tranfmitted  by 
him  (his  Lordfhip  being  now  in 


London)  to  the  F/endi  Pkmpotdl* 
tiaries  at  Lifle. 

(No.5L) 

Keiefnm  LBtdMalmefimy  i9  de  Frmi 
FlenifiateatuBries, 

THE  underlined  Minifter  Ple- 
nipotentiary of  his  Britannic  Majef- 
tv  has  rendered  to  his  court  a  fsdth- 
nil  account  of  the  circumftances 
that  have  interrupted  the  exerdfe 
of  thofe  important  fundions  wfaidi 
his  Majefty  had  been  pleafed  to  en- 
tnift  to  him.  His  Majefty  hat 
deigned  to  honour  with  his^  entire 
approbation  the  anfwers  which  the 
underiigned  has  akeady  made  to 
the  extraordinary  and .  unexpeded 
demands  which  the  new  Plenipo- 
tentiaries of  the  French  RepuUic 
addrefted  ta  him  immediately  upon 
their  arrival  at  Lifle.  But,  in  order 
to  leave  no  doubt  refpedting  the 
nature  and  objeA  of  this  demand, 
the  underiigned  has  been  expreffly 
ordered  to  aeclare,  in  the  name  of 
his  court, 

1ft.  That  the  full  powen  with 
which  his  Majeftv  has  thought  pro- 
per to  furnifh  him  for  negotiating 
and  concluding  a  treaty  of  peace^ 
are  conceived  and  exprefted  in  the 
moft  ample  form;  authoriiing  the 
underiigned  fully,  and  without  rc- 
ferve,  to  iign  any  treaty  upon  which 
he  might  ag^ee  with  the  French 
Plenipotentiaries,  whatever  its  na- 
ture or  condition|  might  be;  con- 
forming himfelf  in^all  cafe$  to  the 
inifaructions  which  he  might  receive 
from  his  court. 

2d.  That  thefe  fiiD  powers  have 
been  received  and  recognifed  as 
fufficient,  as  well  by  Che  Plenipo- 
tentiaries with  whom  he  has  hither- 
to treated,  as  by  the  Dire^orv  them- 
fclves,  and  that  ther«  is  confequent- 

ly 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


S,t  A  T  E    P  A  PER  S/ 


tit 


hf  no  room  for  any  new  difcuffion  5fh.  That  it  is  therefore  only  hf 
upon  a  fubje^  which  has  already  confenting  to  treat  upon  the  bam 
been  dofed  by    common   agree-    of  the  projed  detailed  with  fo  much 


ment,  and  whickf  moreover,  is  not 
liable  to  any  doubt    or  difficultv 
whatever;  every  thing  which  hat 
bean  done  hitherto  upon  this  fub- 
je£t  bdng  entirely  conformable  to 
cuftoms  long  efiabCflied  and  recog- 
aifed  by  all  the  nations  of  £urope. 
.  3d.  That  the  demand  of  the  Di- 
rectory therefbrci  in  reality  refen 
not  to  thb  full  powers  of  the  uhder- 
fignedy  but  to  the  extent  of  his  in- 
ftruftions,  of  which  the  Direftory 
could  notf  under  any  circumftances, 
require  any  communication,  further 
than   as  the  underfigned  lumfelf 
might  judge  luch  a  communication 
conducive  to  the  fuccefs  of  the  ne- 
gotiation; and  that,  very  far  from 
being  in  a  iituation  to  be  called  up* 
on  for  any  new  explanations  what- 
ever,  the  underfigned  had  every 
reafon  to  expe6l,  from  the  repeated 
communications  which  had    been 
made  to  him  by  the  French  Pleni^ 
potentiaries,  tlvat  he  fliould  iomtedi- 
ately  receive  a  counter-proje^  of  a 
nature  to  facilitate  the  further  pro- 
grefs  of  the  negotiation,  ^'hich  had 
been  firfpended  for  more  than  two 
months. 

4.  That  the  court  of  London  had 
good  reafon  to  be  ftill  more  aAo- 
nilhed  at  the  fubflance  of  the  new 
demand  made  to  the  underfigned; 
a  demand  relating  to  preliminary 


opennefs,  which  was  prefented  by 
the  underfigned .  a  few  days  after 
his  arrival  at  Li(te,  or  by  returning 
a  contri'/lnjet  of  a  conciliatory  na<r 
ture,  agreeably  to  the  afiiuancea 
which  he  received  fo  long  ago^ 
that  it  appears  poffible  to  continue 
the  negotiation,  which  the  Pleni* 
potentiaries  have  fo  fhongly  afiiir% 
ed  him  that  the  Diredory  did  not 
wiih  to  break  off,  notwithfbndiag 
the  meafures  lately  adopted  with 
refpeA  to  him:  a  meafure  which 
the  underfigned  forbears  to  cfaa* 
raCterize,  but  which  could  not  fail 
to  produce  in  this  covntry  the  im<» 
prefton  of  a  difpofition  by  oa 
means  pacific  on  the  part  of  tha 
Directory. 

The  underfigned  is  dire6led  to 
add,  that  his  Majeily  ^ould  fee 
with  real  regret  the  certainty  of 
the  exiflence  of  fuch  a  difpofition^ 
lo  Httle  compatible  with  the  ardent 
deime  with  which  he  is  animated 
to  reflore  oeace  to  the  two  nations  9 
but  that  if,  without  having  himfclf 
contribute  to  it  on  his  part,  he 
ihould  again  find  himfelf  under  ihi$ 
neceffity  of  continuing  the  war,  he 
will  condu&  faimfelf  upon  every 
occafion  agreeably  to  the  fame  prin* 
ciples,  doing  ever)'  thing  which 
can  depend  upon  him  for  the  re- 
eflablilhment  of  peace,  but  perfiftr 


conditions  which  had  aueady  been  ing  to  defend,  with  an  unfiiake« 


rejeded  at  the  very  commence- 
ment of  the  negotiation,  and  from 
which  the  French  PienipolentiarierB 
bad  in  effed  departed,  by  a  formal 
notification  of  the  meafUres  which 
the  DircAotv  were  in  confequence 
taking  for  tne  purpofe  of  comTng 
to  fome  arrangement  vrith  their  al- 


firmnefs,  the  dignity  of  his  crowm 
and  the  interefb  of  ms  people. 

The  Miniiler  Pleni^tentiary  of 
his  Britannic  Majefty  requefis  the 
Miniiters  Plenipotentiaries  of  the 
Fi;ench  Republic  to  accept  the  al^ 
furances  of  his  high  confideration^ 
(Signed)     MAti^Bsav&tr.. 
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(No.  52.) 

ff^fnm  ihk  Fnnth  Plenr/tttenttarifs  H 

Lpfd  Mahteflntry, 

THE  Mmiftcrs  Plenipotentiaries 
of  tbc  French  Republic,  commif- 
iioned  to  treat  of  peace  with  Eng- 
iand^hare  receirDd  the  ooie^  dated 
from   LAndoii,   which    has    been 
farocght  to  tliem  by  an  extraonii- 
inry  meflenger,  from  Lord  Malmef- 
jbwy.    They  ha\«  the  honour  to 
tofwer  to  him,  that  their  note  of 
the  2SHh  FroAidor^  to  which  tbey 
refer,  offered  the  double  aiTuranc'e 
of  the  fettled    intention   of    the 
Trenok  government  to  continue 
Ihe  QCgotialbns  for  peace,  and  of 
its  confhint  determi nation  not  to 
agree  to  any  other  condiiians^than 
ioch  as  are  compatible  with  the 
dignity  of  the  French  Republic. 
'A  pieace,  of  which  ihe  \kAs  fhoiild 
hR  contrary  to  the  laws,  or  to  the 
engaeements  taken  with  its  allies, 
would  never  fatkfv  the  hopes  of 
the  nation.     It  is  a  point  from 
which  the  Executive  Directory  has 
never  departed,  and  upon  which 
its  fentiments  have  never  varied. 
'    Lord  Malmeibury  having  formal- 
If  declared  in  his  notes  of  ihii  15th 
fend  24th  of  July,  and  in  the  laft  in- 
(tance  in  that  of  the  I7th  of  Sep- 
tember,  that  he  had  not  the  pow» 
urs    neceflary    for   reftoring    the 
Dutch  and  SpaniAi  pofieflions  oc^ 
tlupied  by  the  troops  of  bis  Eritan- 
Aic  Majefty,  the  Executive  Direc- 
4ory  has  given  a  new  proof  of  its 
cpennefs,  and  of  its  defire  to  acce^ 
terate  the  conclufion  of  peace,  in 
requiring  Lotd  MaImeA>ury  to  re^ 
turn  to  his  court,  for  the  puipofe 
Bf  obtaining  the  authority,  without 
which  he  cannot  conclude :  a  mea- 
fure  rendered  neceffery  by  the  de- 
daratioa  of  tbo  A&i^er. Plenipo- 


tentiary cS  his  firiiannic  Majefiy^ 
and  upon  which  it  is  impoffiUe  to 
give  a  wron^  iiripreflion  to  taxf 
thinking  and  impartial  mind. 

The  Miniders  Pknipotcntianesof 
the  French  Republic  requeft  Lonl 
Malmeibury  to  accept  theafiiinuices 
of  their  high  coi^deratkm* 

(Signed)    Trcilhakb. 

BOHIIISK. 

De&chb* 

Lifle^  44  ratdemiairti  Sfkyear  tf 

(No.  53.) 

Ni»te/r&m  the  French  Fieatfiotenruaits  ft 
Lard  Maltnrfiurf. 

UJky  Oa.  1,  17&7. 
THE  Mirafters  Plenipotentiaries 
of  the  French  Repubhc,  charged 
to  negotiate  a  peace  with  Engknd, 
ha^e  ttie  honour  to  communicate  to 
Lond  Mftbneftninr,  that  having  ad- 
dreiied  a  copy  or  iiis  laft  note*  of 
the  23d    ot  September,  1797,   to 
their  government,  Ihe  Executive 
Dire^ry  has  inifaii^bed  them  to 
declare,  in  its  name,  that  it  has  not 
ceafed  to  be  deiin>us<^ peace:  that 
k  gave  an  unequivocal  proof  of  the 
ientiment  by  which  it  xs  animated, 
M'hen  it  ordered  the  Miniftcrs  Ple- 
nipotentiaries of  the  Republic  to 
demand  a  categorical  explanation 
of  the  powers  given  by  the  Englifh 
government  to  its  Mmifter  Pkni^ 
potentiary;  and  that  this  proceed- 
ing ndther  had  nor  could  have  any 
other  obje6l  than  that  of  bringing 
at  length  the  negotiation  to  a  (pee- 
dy  and  fuccefsfnl  iflbe. 
'  That  the  order  given  to  the  Ml- 
nifliers    Plenipotentiaries    of    the 
French  Republic  to  remain  at  Liile, 
after  the  departure  of  Lord  Malmef- 
bury)  is  a  new  proof  that  the  Dl- 
n&sxy  had  wiflied  for  and  antict- 
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]Mtol  Us  return  with  powers 
which  wotiid  not  be  illuibry,.sind 
the  Mmitatkm  of  which  would  be 
no  longer  a  pretext  totetard  the 
conclimon  of  peace. 

That  fnch  are  invariably  the  in- 
tentions and  hopes  of  the  Direc- 
tory, which  enjoins  the  Minifters 
Plenipotentiaries  of  the  Republic 
not  to  quit  Lifle  until  the  moment 
when  the  prolonged  abfence  of  the 
negotiator  fhall  no  longer  leave  any 
doubt  as  to  the  intention  of  his  Bri- 
tennic  Majeily  to  break  off  all  ne- 
gotiation. 

That,  confequently,  the  25  th  of 
theprcfcnt  Venderaiaire  (06lobcr 
i6,  old  ftile)  is  the  fixed  term  for 
the  recall  of  the  Minifters  Plenipo- 
tentiaries.of  the  French  Republic, 
provided  at  that  epoch  the  Minifter 
rlenteotentiary  of  his.  Britannic 
Majefty  fiiali  not  have  repaired  to 
Lifle. 

The  Executive  Direftory  will  feel 
a  ftrong  regret,  if  a  reconciliatory 
ftep^  adreaay  twice  taken,  fhould 
not' terminate  favourably;  but  its 
♦onfdence,  as  well  as  all  Europe, 
will  teftify  that  the  Englifh^overn- 
mcnt  akme  have  caufed  the  fcourge 
of  war  to  afflift  the  two  nations. 

The  Minifters  Plenipotentiaries 


tran&nkted  by  the  Plenipotenlaarics 
of  the  French  Republic,  is  (Mn^ 
miffioned  to  obferve,  in  rcjply,  that- 
hequitted  Lille  only  in  conieqiseiicc 
of  a  formal  and  pofitive  injun^Hon 
from  the  Direftory ;— that  hiipow« 
ers  were  neither  limited  nor  delu- 
five7«»and  that  nothing  was  omit* 
ted  on  hi$  part  to  accelerate  the 
negotiation.  It  has  been  retarded 
folely  by  the  delays  of  the  Diro^- 
ry,  and  it  is  by  their  z&  that  it  ui 
now  fufpended. 

As  to  that  part  which  relates  to 
the  refumption  of  the  conferences, 
the  undeiiigned  can  only  rtfer  to 
his  lafl  note,  in  which  he  has  points 
edout,  with  franknefs  and  preciiion, 
the  only  mode  which  is  left  of  con- 
tinuing the  negotiation  ;—obferving 
at  the  fame  time,  that  the  King  cail 
no  longer  treat  in  the  country  of  an 
enemy,  without  having  fomc  certain 
affurance  that  he  fhall  in  future  fee 
refpe6ted,  in  the  perfon  of  his  Ple- 
nipotentiarv,  the  ufages  efhblifhed 
amongft  all  civilized  nations  witk 
refpeS  to  public  minifters,  and  par* 
ticularly  to  thofe  whofe  exertions 
are  dire^ed  to  the  re-*efbiblifiunent 
of  peace. 

He  prays  the  Miniflers  Plenipo* 
tentiary  of  the  French  Republic  to 


of  the  Fl-ench  Republic  befeech  the    accept'  the  aiTurances  of  his  high 
Mirailer  Plenipotentiary  of  his  Bri-    conuderation. 


tannic  Mftjtfty  to  accept  the  a0lir 
ancesof  their  high  confideration. 

(Signed)         Tretlhard. 
Bonnier. 
The  Secretary  of  Legation, 

Derche. 

'   (NTo.  54..) 
l^m  Ipfd  Malmejbury  to  ike  French 
l^lohfiotiMtiafkf^  in  Re/dy  M  flk/wf- 

Lornkn^  Off.  5. 


(Signed)      Malmesburv. 


DECLARATI<»^.' 

FuUiJhd  hy  fits  Majefifs  Command. 

HIS  Majefty's  benevolent  enr 
deavours  to  refh>re  to  his 
people  the  blelfings  of  feonre  and 
nonourable  peace,  again  r€^>eated 
without  fucceis,   have   s^ain  do* 


THE  underligned  having  handed  monihated,  beyond  the  pofEbUity 
^  the  King's  miuifiers  Uie  note   of  doubt,  the  determined  and  per- 
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finrcrittg  hoftility  of  the  govera* 
menft  of  France,  in  whofe  unpre* 
irokcd  aggreffion  the  war  originated, 
and  by  whofe  boundlefi  and  de- 
firu6)iye  ambition  it  is  ftill  pro- 
longed. And  while  by  the  courfe 
of  thefe  tranfadions,  continued 
prooft  have  been  afforded  to  all  his 
Itfafefty'B  £uthful  fubjefb,  of  hk 
anxious  and  unremitting  foiicitude 
for  their  welfare,  they  cannot,  at 
the  fame  time,  have  failed  to  recog- 
nize, m  the  uniform  condud  of  the 
cnetm^  the  fpirit  by  which  the  conn- 
cils  ot  France  are  ftill  aAuated,  and 
the  obje^s  to  which  they  are  di- 
Tcfied. 

.  His  Majcfty  could  not  but  feel 
how  much  the  means  of  peace  had 
been  obftrudcd  by  the  many  addi- 
tional difficulties  which  his  enemies 
had  fo  repeatedly  thrown  in  the 
way  of  every  negotiation.  Never- 
thelefs,  on  the  very  th-ll  appearance 
of  circumilances  in  fome  degree 
more  favourable  to  the  interaib  of 
humanity,  the  fame  anient  defire 
for  the  eafe  and  happinefs  of  his 
fubjeds  induced  his  Majefly  to  re- 
new- his  overtures  for  terminating 
the  calamities  of  war:  thus  availing 
himfelf  of  every  opening  which 
could  in  any  manner  lead  to  fecure 
an  honourable  peace,  and  confult- 
ing  equally  the  wiihes  of  his  own 
heart  and  the  principles  bv  whidi 
his  condudl  has  invariably  be^n 
guided. 

New  obftacles  were  immedi- 
ately intdrpofed  by  thofe  tfho  (liU 
directed  the  councils  o^  France, 
and  who,"amidfl  the  general  dcfire 
for  peace  which  they  could  not  at 
that  time  openly  difclaim,  fiill  re- 
tained the  power  of  frufbating  the 
.wifhes  of  their  own  country^  of 
counterafting  his  Majefty's  bene- 
vttient  intentious,  and  of  obfiruA* 


ing  that  refult  which  was  fo  neccCi 
fary  for  the  happinefs  of  both  na* 
tions.  Difficulties  of  form  were 
ihxiiouily  created;  modes  of  nego- 
tiation were  infifled  upon,  the  moft 
ineonfiflent  with  their  own  coiidudt 
in  every  other  infiance;  the  fame 
fpirit  appeared  in  every  flep  wliich 
was  taken  by  them;  and  while  the 
mod  unwammted  infinuations  were 
thrown  out,  and  the  moflun^onnd- 
ed  reproaches  brought  forwmnd,  the 
eflabhfhed  cufioms  and  uiages, 
which  have  long  prevailed  in  £u* 
rope,  were  purpofely  departedirom, 
even  in  the  fimple  a^  which  nxre 
to  be  done  on  their  part,  for  the 
renewal  of  the  negotiations.  All 
thefc  things  hisMatjefty  detcnnined 
to  diirefi;ard ;  not  as  being  infenii- 
ble  of  their  purport  and  tendency, 
nor  unmindful  of  the  importance 
of  thefe  points  in  the  pubuc  inter* 
courfe  of  great  and  mdependent 
nations,  but  refolving  to  defeat  the 
objeft  of  thefe  artifices,  and  to  inf- 
fer  no  fubordinate  or  inferior  con- 
fideration  to  impede^  on  his  part, 
the  difcuffion  01  the  weighty  and 
extenfive  interefls  on  which  the 
termination  of  the  war  muft  necef- 
farily  depend. 

Hedimled  his  miniiler  to  repair 
to  France,  fiirnifhed  with  the  moll 
ample. powers,  and  infhruAed  to 
communicate  at  once  an  expticit 
and  detailed  propoCil  and  plan  o£ 
peace  reducea  into  the  lEhape  of  a 
regular  treaty,  jm&  and  mooerate  in 
its  principles,  embracing  ajil  the  in* 
terefls  ccr.cemed,  and  Extending  to 
every  fubje^fl  conneded  with  the 
rcfloration  of  pubfic  tranquillity. 
The  communication  of  thispaper, 
detivered  in  the  very  firfi  confer- 
ence, was  accompanied  by  fuch  ex* 
planations  as  fblly  fhited  and  ie^ 
taikd  the  utmoft  extent  of  his  Ha* 
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Jofiy's  views,  and  at  the  fame  time 
gave  ample  room  for  the  examina- 
tion of  every  difputed  point,  for 
mutual  arrangement  and  concefiion, 
and  for  reciprocal  facilities  ariiing 
out  of  the  progrefs  of  fair  difcullion. 

To  this  proceeding,  open  and 
liberal  beyond  example,  the  con- 
d\}&  of  his  Majeflv's  enemies  op- 
pofes  the  moft  itriking  contrail. 
From  them  no  counter-projet^  has 
ever  yet  been  obtained:  no  ftate- 
ment  of  the  extent  or  nature  of  the 
conditions  on  which  they  would 
conclude  any  peace  with  thefe  king- 
doms. Their  pretentions  have  sd» 
ways  been  brought  forward  either 
as  detached  or  as  preliminary  points, 
diiHn^tfrom  the  main  objc6l  of  ne- 
gotiation, and  accompanied,  in  eve- 
ry inftance,  with  an  exprefs  referve 
of  farther  and  unexplained  de- 
jnands. 

The  points  which,  in  purfuance 
of  this  iyilem,  the  Plenipotentiaries 
of  the  enemy  propoied  for  feparate 
difcuffion  in  their  firft  conferences 
with  his  Majefty 's  minifter,  were  at 
ODce  firivolous  and  oflenfive;  none 
of  them  productive  of  any  folid  ad- 
vantage to  France,  but  all  calculated 
toraile  new  obfbcles  in  the  way  of 
peace.  And  to  thefe  demands  was 
loon  after  added  another,  in  its  form 
unprecedented,  in  its  fubfiance  ex- 
travagant, and  fuch  as  could  origi- 
nate only  in  the  moft  determined 
and  inveterate  hoftility.  The  prin- 
ciple of  mutual  compeniation,  be- 
fore exprefsly  admitted  by  common 
confent,  as  thejuft  and  equitable 
hafis  of  negotiation,  .was  now  dif- 
chumed;  every  idea  of  moderation 
•r  reafon,  every  appearance  of  juf- 
tice,  was  difregarded;  and  a  con- 
feffion  was  required  from  his  Ma- 
jeily's  Plenipotentiary,  as  a  preli- 
ininary  and  mdifpenikble  condition 

Vol.  XXXIX; 


of  negotiation,'  which  muft  sit  onc^ 
have  fupcrfeded  ail  the  objeds,  and 
precluded  all  the  means  of  treating. 
France,  after  incorporating  with 
her  own  dominions  fo  large  a  por-^ 
tion  of  her  conquefts,  and  affeding 
to  have  deprived  herfelf,  by  her 
own  internal  rep;ulations,  of  the 
power  of  alienating  thefe  valuable 
additions  of  territory,  did  not  fcru- 
ple  to  demand  from  his  Majeily  the. 
absolute  and  unconditional  fur- 
render  of  all  that  the  energy  of  his 
pepple,  and  the  valour  of  his  fleeta 
and  armies  have  conquered  in  the 
prefent  war,  either  from  France,  or 
from  her  allies.  She  required  that 
the  power  of  Oreat  Britain  (hould  be 
confined  within  its  former  limits,  at 
the  very  moment  when  her  own 
dominion  was  extended  to  a  degree 
almofl  unparalleled  in  hiflory.  Sh« 
infifted,  that  in  proportion  to  the 
increafe  of  daneer,  the  mean^  of 
refinance  fliould  be  diminiihed;.  and 
that  ,his  Majeily  fhould'  dve  upy 
without  compenfation,  ana  into  the 
hands  of  his  enemies,  the  neceflary 
defences  of  his  pofleffions,  and  the 
future  fafeguaros  of  his  empire. 
Nor  was  even  this  demand  brought 
forward  as  conlHtuting  the  terms  o£ 
peace,  but  the  price  of  negotiation; 
as  the  condition  on  which  alone  hit 
Majeily  was  to  be  allowed  to  learn 
what  further  unexplained  demands 
were  ftill  referved,  and  to  what 
greater  iacrifices  thefe  unprece- 
dented conceffior^  of  honour  and 
fafety  were  to  lead.  • 

Whatever  were  the  impreffions 
which  fuch  a  preceding  created, 
they  did  mo|  induce  the  King  a- 
bruptly  to  preclude  the  means  of 
negotiation.  In  reje£ting  without 
a  moment's  hefitation  a  demand^ 
which  could  have  been  nude  for  no 
other  reafon  than  becaufe  it  was  ii»- 
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adimffible,  his  Majtffty,  firbm  the 
fixed  refolution  to  avail  himfelf  of 
ev«ry  chance  of  brining  the  tieeo- 
tktion  to  a  favourable  ifllie,  dire^ed 
that  an  opening  ihotild  flill  be  left, 
fdr  treatinjg  on  reafonable  and  eqt»l 
grounds,  iuch  as  might  become  the 


the  means  of  proccefing  in  tHc  ne- 
gotiation. Week  after  week  palled 
over  in  the  repetition  of  thefe  fo- 
Icmn  engagements  on  ttit  part  of 
his  Majefty's  enemies.  His  dcfire 
for  peace  induced  him  to  wait 
for  their  completion  withanHnxiety 


dignity  of  his  crown,  and  the  rank    proportioned  to  the  importance  ot 
and  itation  in  Europe  in  which  it    the  objeft  j  nor  was  it  much  to  ex- 


has  pleafed  the  Divine  Providence 
to  place  the  Britifli  nation. 

This  temperate  and  conciliatory 
eondu^  was  ftrongly  cxpreffivc  of 
Khe  benevolence  of  his  Majefty's 
intentions;  and  it  appeared  for 
fome  time  to  have  prepared  the 


peft  that  his  minifter  IhouM  at 
length  be  informed  what  was  the 
extent  and  nature  of  the  conditioia 
on  which  his  enemies  were  difpofed 
to  terminate  tJiexi'ar. 

It  was  in  this  ftage  of  the  b«fi- 
nefsthat,  on  the  lUh  of  September 


way  for  that  refult  which  has  been  the  appointment  of  new  Menipo- 

the  uniform  objeft  of  all  his  mea-  tentiaries  was  annolinced  on   the 

furcs.    Two  months  elapfed  after  part  of  France,  under  a  fomml  priv 

his  Majefty  had  unequivocally  and  mife  that  their  arrival  fhoirid  funti 


definitively  refufcd  to  comply  with 
the  unreafonablc  and  extravagant 
preliminary  which  had  been  de- 
manded by  his  eHemies.  During 
Idl  that  time  the  negotiation  was 
fontinued  open,  the  conferences 
were  rdgularJy  held,  and  the  de- 
vnand  thus  explicitly  rejefted  by 
«nc  party  was  never  onCe  renewed 
.by  the  other.  It  was  not  only  a- 
'bandoned;  it  was  openly  difclaim- 
Jed ;  alRirances  were  given  in  dire<*^ 
^ontradidlion  to  it.  Promifos  were 
«ontinually  repeated,  that  his  Ma- 
gefty's  explicit  and  detailed  propo- 
Ah  &iLO}a\d  at  length  be  anlwcred 
iby  that  which  could  alone  evince  a 
-real  difpofition  to  negotiate  with 
Ifiiicerity,  l^  the  delivery  of  a  coun- 
ter-proje<^,  of  a  nature  tending  to 
r^dlitate  thfe  coYiclufion  of  peace ; 
<and  the  long  delays  of  the  French 
-government  in  exetruting  thefe 
promifes  were  excUfcd  andaccount- 
.cd  for  by  an  unequivocal  decfara- 
lion,  that  France  was  concerting 
with  her  allies  forthofe  facrifices 
•MX  their  part,  which  might  affoitl 


tateand  expedite  thewoik  of  peace. 
To  renew,  in  a  fliape  ftillmore 
offenfive  than  before,  the  inadmif- 
!ible  demand  lt>  long  beforebrought 
forward,  and  fo  long  abandoned; 
was  the  firft  ad  of  thefe  new  mef- 
fengers  of  peace.  And  fuch  was 
now  the  tindifguiied  impatience  eff 
the  King's  enemies  to  terminate  aH 
treat}',  and  to  exclude  all  pro^peft 
of  ticcommodation,  "that  even  the 
continuance  of  the-King^sPleHipo- 
tentiary  at  the  appointed  pfewe  of 
negotiation  was  made  by  them  to 
depend  on  his  immiediatc  compli- 
ance with  a  conditii^n  which  hh 
court  had,  two  months  before*  ex- 
plicitly refufed,  apd  concemiog 
which  no  further  difcufiion  bwi 
fince  ocairred .  His  reply  ^»as  fwrh 
as  the  occafion  required ;  and  he 
immediately  received  a  pofitive  and 
written  erder  to  depart  from 
•  France. 

The  f«)fequent  conduA  of  his 
Majc%'s  enemies  has  aggravat«l 
even  this  proceeding,  and  added 
frefii  inftilt  to'this  unexampled  out- 
rage. 
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t«ge.  The  inAmnoimtable  obfta- 
des  which  they  threw  in  tlie  way 
of  peace  'Were  accompanied  with  an 
oikntatknis  profeflion  of  the  moft 
pacific  difpofttions.  In  cutting  off 
die  means  of  negotiation  they  ftili 
pretended  to  retain  the  ftrongeft 
defire  to  negotiate :  in  ordcrjng  the 
King's  mimfter  to  quit  their  coun- 
try, they  profeifed  the  hope  of  his 
immediate  return  to  it;  and  in  re- 
newing their  former  inadmiflible 
and  rejeAcd  demand,  they  declared 
their  confident  expectation  of  a 
fpeedy  and  favourable  anfwer.  Yet 
before  any  anfwer  coi^d  arrive  they 
publifhed  a  declaration,  announcing 
to  their  eountrf  the  departure  of 
the  King's  minifter,  and  attempt- 
ing, as  in  every  fcrmcr  inilance,  to 
afcribe  to  the  conduft  of  Great  Bri- 
tain the  difappointment  of  the  ge- 
neral wifh  for  peace,  and  the  renew- 
al of  ail  the  calamities  of  war.  The 
feme  attempt  has  been  prolonged 
in  fitbfequent  communications,  e- 
tjually  infidious  and  illufory,  by 
which  they  have  obvioufly  intended 
to  fiiraifh  the  colour  and  empty  pre- 
tence of  a  wi(h  for  peace,  while 
they  hav«  ftitt  ftudiouily  and  obfti- 
natcly  pcrfiilied  in  evading  every 
ftep  which  could  lead  to  the  fuccefs 
of  any  negotiation ;  have  continued 
to  innfton  the  fameinadmiiiible  and 
extravarant  preliminary,  and  have 
uniformly  Withheld  all  explanation 
cither  on  the  particulars  of  the  pro- 
pofals  of  peace,  fo  long  (ince  deli- 
vered by  his  Majefty's  minif^e^,  or 
on  anv  other  terms  on  which  they 
were  themfelves  ready  to  conclude : 
and  this  in  the  vain  hope  that  it 
could  be  pof&ble  by  any  artifice  to 
■difguifftthe  tiajth  of  thefc  tranfac- 
tions,  or  that  any  cxcrcife  of  power, 
however  defpotic,  could  prevent 
fuch  fads  from  being  Jlhowh,  fclt, 


and  underlbod,    even   in  France 
itfelf. 

To  France,  to  Europe,  and  to 
the  world,  it  muft  be  manifeft  that 
the  French  government  (wtiile 
they  perfift  in  their  prefent  fenti- 
ments)  leave  his  Majefly  without 
an  alternative,  unlefs  he  were  pre- 
pared to  furrender  and  facrifice  to 
the  nndifguifed  ambition  of  his  ene- 
mies the  honour  of  his  crown  and 
the  fafety  of  his  dominions.  It 
mud  be  manifeft,  that,  inflead  of 
fhewing,  on  their  part,  any  inclina- 
tion to  meet  his  Majeily's  pacific 
overtures  on  any  moderate  terml, 
they  have  never  brought  themfelvfts 
to  ftate  any  terms  (however  exor- 
bitant; on  which  they  were  ready 
to  conclude  peace.  They  havte 
afked  as  a  preliminary  (and  in  tlie 
form  the  moil  arrogant  and  ofFi^n- 
five)  conceflions  which  the  compa-* 
rative  fituation  of  the  two  countries 
would  have  rendered  extravagant 
in  any  ftage  of  negotiation;  wnicli 
were  direftly  contrary  to  their  own 
repeated  profeffions;  and  which, 
neverthelefs,  they  peremptorily  re- 
quired to  be  complied  with  in  the 
very  outfet ;  referving  an  unlimited 
power  ai  afterwards  accumulating, 
from  time  to  time,  frefli  deman£, 
increafing  in  proportion  to  every 
new  conceffion. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  temis 
propofed  by  his  Majefty  have  been 
ftated  in  the  moft  clear,  open^  and 
unequivocal  manner.  The  difcuf^ 
flon  of  all  the  points  to  which  they 
relate,  or  of  any  others  which  the 
enemy  might  bring  forAvafd  as  the 
terms  of  peace,  has  been,  on  hi4 
Majefty's  part,  repeatedly  called 
for,  as  often  promifed  by  the 
French  Plenipotentiaries,  but  to 
this  day  has  never  yet  been  obtaiki* 
ed.    The  niptiUre  of  the  negotk- 
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lion  is  not,  therefore,  to  be  af- 
cribed  to  any  pretcnfions  (however 
inadmifltble)  urged  as  the  pribe  of 
peace;  not  to  any  ultimate  differ- 
ence on  terms,  however  exorbitant; 
but  to  the  evident  and  fixed  deter- 
mination of  the  enemy  to  prolong 
■^e  conteft,  and  to  purfiie,  ataU 
.hazards,  their  hoftile  defigns  againft 
4he  profperity  and  iafety  of  thefc 
kingdoms. 

.  VVhiie  thb  determnation  conti- 
.nubs  to  prevail,  .his  Majefty's  ear- 
neft  wiflies  and  endeavours  to  re- 
tftore  peace  to  his  fubjefts  muft  he 
.fruitiefs.     But  his  fentixnents  ro- 
oiain  unaltered,     tie  looks    with 
anxious  expedUtion  to  the  moment 
when  the  government  of  France 
inay  ibew  a  difpofition  and  fpirit 
<  iil  any.  degree  corrcfponding  to  his 
own*    And  he  renews  even  now, 
and  before  all  Europe,  the  folemn 
declaration,  that,  in  fpite  of  re- 
peated provocations,  .and  at   the 
very  moment  when  his  claims  have 
,  been  flrengthened  and  confirmed 
bv  that  kem  fucccfs  which,  by  the 
.bieffing  of  Providence,  has  recently 
•  attended  his  arms,  he  is  yet  rqady 
(if  the  calamities  of  war  can  now  be 
clofed)  to  conclude  peace  on  the 
fame  moderatjc  and  equitabk  prin- 
ciples and  terms  which  he  has  be- 
fore propofcd:     the    rejection  of 
fuch  terms  'muft  now,   more  than 
ever,  demonftratc  the  implacable 
animofity  and  infatiable  ambitiou  of 
thofe  with  whom  he  has  to  contend, 
and  to  them  alone  muft  the  future 
consequences  of  the  prolongation 
of  the  war  be  afcribed. 

If  fuch  unhappily  is  the  fpirit  b^ 
which  they  are  ftill  a^hiated,  his 
^ajefty  can  neither  heiltate  as  to 
the  principles  of  his  own  condu^, 
.  nor  doubt  the  feotiments  aad  xie- 
t^anzunatioD  of  his  people.    He  will 


not  be  wanting  to  them,  and  he  is, 
confident  they  will  not  be  wanting 
to  themfelves.  He  has  an  anxious 
but  a  facred  and  indifpenfable  duty 
to  fulfil :  he  will  difcharge  it  with 
refolution,  conftancy,  and  firmnefs. 
Deeply  as  he  muft  regret  the  con- 
tinuance of  a  war  fo  deftru^ve  in 
its  progrefs,  and  £>  burthenfome 
even  in  its  fuccefs,  he  knows  the 
jchara^ter  of  the  brave  people  whoie 
anterefts  and  honour  are  entrufted 
to  him.  Thefe  it  b  the  firft  objed 
of  his  life  to  maintain;  and  he  '« 
convinced,  that  neither  the  re- 
fources  nor  the  (pirit  of  his  king- 
doms will  be  found  inadequate 
to  this  arduous  conteft,  or  unequal 
to  the  importance  and  value  of  the 
obje&  which  a^  at  ftake.  He 
trufts  that  the  favour  of  Providence, 
by  M^vch  they  have  always  hitherto 
been  fupported  asainu  all  their 
enemies,  will  be  mil  extended  to 
them;  add  that,  under  this  protec- 
tion, his  faithful  fubje<fls,  byarcfo- 
lute  and  vigorous  application  of  the 
means  which  they  poflefs,  will  be 
enabled  to  vindicate  the  indepen- 
dence of  their  country,  spud  to  refift 
with  juft  indignation  the  afiiimed 
fuperiority  of  an  enemy  againft 
whom  they  have  fought  with  the 
courage,  the  fuccefs,  and  glory  of 
their  anceftors ;  and  who  aims  at 
nothing  Icfs  than  to  dcftrov  gjL  once 
whatever  has  contributea  to  the 
profperity  and  greatnefsof  the  Bri- 
tifh  empire,  all  the  channels  of  its 
induftry,  and  ail  the  fources  of  its 
power;  its  fecurity  from  abroad. 
Its  tranquillity  at  home,  and  above 
all,  thalconftitiition,onwhichalone 
depends  the  undiftarbed  eujoy* 
ment  of  its  religion,  laws^  and  U« 
l>erties. 

We^mmfter^ 
Oa^  2^1   1797. 
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His  Majffiyi  Speech  Mr  iht  Metting  tf 
Parliaments  Nov.  -2r/.  f79T. 

My  Lords  «imI  Gentlemen, 

IT  is  matter  of  great  concern  to 
me,  that  the  eamtrft'endeavours 
wWch  I  have  cofltinvied^to  employ 
fince  I  met  you  laft  in  parlinmetif, 
to  reftore  to  my  fubje^tke  WeiP 
inps  of  peace,  >  6n  faibiawd  honour- 
able terms,- hate'-bdenrendered  io- 
effe^al.     The  declaration  which 
I  have  caiifed  tobe  pubjifhcd,  and 
the  other  papers  which  I  have  di- 
rected to  be  laid  before  ybu^  wiU 
abundantly  prove  to  youand  to  the 
world,  that  every  ftcp  has  been 
taken  oh   my  part,  which  would 
tend  to  accelerate  that  defirable  ob- 
ject; and  that  the  long  delay  and 
final  rapture  of  the  negotiation  are 
to  be  attributed  folely  to  the  eva* 
live  conduct,    the   unwarrantable 
pretenltons,  and  inordinate  ambi* 
lion  of  the  enemy,  and,  above  ail, 
(0  their  inveterate   animoiity  to 
thefe  kingdoms.     I  have  the  full- 
fft  reliance,  under  Divide  Provi- 
dence,  on  youV  vigour  and  wifdom^ 
and  on  the  zeal  of  a  great  anc^  free 
people,  fenfible.  that  they  are  <50tt- 
tcnding  for  their  deareft  interefts, 
and  determined  to  iliew  themfdvei 
worthy  of  the  bleffings  which  they 
are  ftfuggling  to  defend.     Com- 
pelled as  we  are,  by  the  moft  evi- 
dent necelfity,  to  perfevere  in  the 
conteft  until  a  more  pacific  fpirit 
Ihall  be  manHiefted  on  the  part  of 
the  enemy,  we  have  the  {atisfaCiion 
of  knowing  that  we  poiTefs  means 
andrefources  proportioned  to  the 
exertions  which  we  may  be  called 
upon  to  make.    During  a  period 
ofhoftility,  our  revenue  has  con- 
tinued to  be  highly  produAive,  our 
national  iadulbry  has  been  extend- 
ed, and  our  commerioe  has  exceeded 


its  former  limits.  The  public  fpirit 
of  my  people  has  been  difplayed  j 
my  tPoojys,  of  every  delcription^- 
ha%e  acquiit^  frefli  claims  to  ef- 
teem  AikI  admiration ;  and  the  re- 
peated fticcefles  of  my  navy  have 
Deen  recently  crowriea  by  the  de- 
cifive  vi6lory  with  which  Provi- 
dence has  rewarded  the  exertions 
of  my  fleet,  under  the  command  of 
Admiral  Lord  Duncan.  No  event 
could  be  followed  by  mote  import- 
ant and  beneficial  eonfequences,  or 
form  a  more  brilliant  addition  to 
*hofe  numerous  heroic  exploits, 
which,  in  the  courfe  of  the  prefent 
War,  have  raifed  to  a  height,  hither- 
to unexampled^  th^  naval  glorf  of 
the  country* 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of   : 
Commohs, 

I  have  dire^ed  the  neceflary 
eftimates  for  the  year  to  be  laid  be* 
fore  you.  Th^  flate  of  the  war, 
and  tne  happy  confequences  of  our 
recent  fuccefs,  >vill  admit  of  fome 
diminution  in  our  expcnces,  con- 
fidently with  the  vigorous  efforta 
which  we  may  have  occafion  to 
make.<  In  confiderhie  wh^t  may 
be  the  beft  mode  ojp  de^i^ne  the 
heavy  expences,  ftill  unavoidable, 
yoif  will  bear  in  mind  the  nature  of 
the  prefent  crifxs,  and  that  the  true 
vahie  of  any  temporary  farcrificci 
which  it  may  be  neceflary  to  make^ 
can- only  be  eft) mated  by  the  im- 
portance of  maintaining  publlo 
Credit,  and  of  convincing  the  ene^ 
my,  that,  while  we  retain  an  -^^ 
dent  deiire  for  peace  on  fafo  an4 
honourable  terna*,  we  poflefs  the 
means,  as  \yc\\  as  the  determination, 
to  fuppott  with;  vigour  the  ardent 
conteit,  as  long  as  it  nnav  be  necef^ 
fary  for  prefervinc^  the  fiononr  and 
inoependence  of  uiefe  kingdom!^  ' 

?5  '  •      My 
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My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
After  the  experience  which  I 
^ve  had  of  your  loyalty  and  attach- 
ment to  me,  and  of  your  zeal  for 
the  in^erefk  of  my  people,  I  have 
only  to  recommend  to  you  a  per- 
severance in  the  fame  principles 
which  have  hitherto  a^hiated  you. 
The  events  of  every  day  muft  iro- 
preis  you  more  and  more  with  a 
ienfe  of  the  bleilin^  which  we  de- 
rive from  oyr  civil  and  religioiis 
eflablifhtnents,  and  which  have  fo 
Jongdlftinguifhed.  us  aroongft  the 
nations  of  Europe.  Thefe  bleifings 
can  only  be  prcferved  by  inculcat- 
ing and  enforcing  a  due  reverence 
to  the  l^ws,  .  by  repreiiing  with 
promptitude  every  attempt  to  in- 
terrupt our  internal  tranquillity, 
and  by  maintaining  inviolate  that 
happy  conftitution  which  we  in- 
herit from  our  anceftors,  ahd  on 
which  the  fecurity  »nd  happincft 
of  every  clafs  of  my  fubjef^s  e(Ieni> 
tiaUy  depend. 


left ;  but  in  every  event  my  veto* 
lutibn  is  taken.  It  is  fuch  as  I  owe 
to  God,  to  my  country,  and  to  my- 
feif;  and  it  is  confirmed  by  the 
fentiments  which  you  have  tins  day 
declared  to  me.  I  will  not  be 
wanting  to  my  people,  but  will 
ftand  or  fall  with  them,  in  the  de- 
fence of  our  religion,  and  in  tht 
maintenance  of  the  independence, 
laws,  and  liberties  of  thefe  long- 
doms. 


Protefi  rf  Earl  FttKDoiUsam^  m  ^  Rejfc^ 
tim  of  his  Amendment  to  trx  AtUrefi 
iftJmr  Lor^fiiifis^  Nevemier  2^. 


1ft. 


If w  Mrnef^s  AnfiDcr  h  iht  Addrefs  rf 
'    Aoth  Hwfes  rfFarUamenty  ontheSuB'- 
jeH  tf  the  kufuurt  tf  the  late  Ntgo^ 
ttation,^ 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

NOTHING  could  be  more  fa- 
tisfa6^ory  to  me  than  this 
unanimous  declaration  of  the  fenti* 
xaents  of  my  two  houfes  of  parlia* 
ment.  Tliey  are  fuch  as  the  con- 
dcid  and  declared  intention  of  the 
enemy  could  not  fail  to  produce. 
We  are  engaged  in  a  caufe  which 
U  common  to  us  bU  ;  and  contend- 
ing for  every  intereft*  which  a  freie 
und  independent  nation  can  have 
to  maintain.  Under  the  bleffings 
td  Providence  I  look  with  confix 
ihsf^  to  4h^  iffiie  of  this  gce^  cqq- 


Dissentient, 

BECAUSE  the  amend- 
ment, which  has  t>een 
rejefted,  appeared  to  me  necei&rv 
to  fave  the  honour  of  this  Houie 
from  being  implicated  in  approv- 
ing a  negotiation,  of  which  we 
knew  little  mor^  than  that  it  has 
dhiwn  down  new  contumelies  and 
indignities,  new  injuries  and  out- 
rages, on  his  Majefty  and  his  peo- 
ple. Of  thefe  indeed  too  much 
IS  already  known.  His  Majefty 
has  been  advifed  to  fet  forth  a  de- 
tailed account  of  them  to  France, 
to  Europe,  and  to  the  world,  as  if 
the  late  abrupt  concluiion  of  \he 
negotiation  by  the  Dire^ry,  and 
the  infulting  difmiflion  of  our  am- 
ba(&dor,  were  not  the  notorious 
and  immediate  confequence  of  the 
public  voice  of  France  having  been 
over-ruled  by  force  and  tenrw; 
and  as  if  all  Europe^  however  in 
great  part  fubdued  alfo  by  force 
and  terror,  and  America,  the  only 
part  of  the  work!  out  of  Europe 
which  is  db-ediy  conne<f^ed  with 
the  fyfl)em  of  Europe,  were  not  too 
VfiU  acquainted  befose  with  the 
difpdiitipp 
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i!i^K>fitiQxi  and  principles  of  the 
common  enemy.  On  nis  fide,  we 
arc  told  that  there  was  a  ftudied  ac- 
cumidation  of  every  thing  that 
could  offend  and  irritate  a  high- 
minded  people,  fuch  as  the  people 
of  England  once  was; — a  wanton 
violation  of  all  the  mutually  re- 
fpedfbl  forms  which  long  ufaee  has 
eftablifted  in  the  intercourfe  c?  free 
nations  ;'^and  a  final  demand  (to 
which,  from  the  moment  of  our 
firft  pacific  overtures,  that  arrogant 
power  has  conftantly  recurred)  of  a 
dircd  furrender  of  our  independ- 
ence, by  taking  his  laws  and  trea- 
ties fgr  .the  bafis  .of  negotiations, 
and  indeed  for  a  preliminary  to  all 
difcuiRon.  On  our  fide,  it  is  avow- 
ed that  there  was  a  departure  from 
all  the  rules  of  common  prudence, 
by  difclofing  all  our  objccb  before 
we  could  learn  any  one  definitive 
pretenfion  of  the  enemy,  as  the 
price  of  peace;  and  a  patience 
that,  it  is  too  much  to  be  feared^ 
France,'  Europe,  and  the  world,  to 
'^'^hich  it  is  aeclared,  may  mi  flake 
for  pTjfillanimity.  The  circumftanc- 
cs  which  could  warrant  fuch  a  con- 
dud,  fo  contrary  to  all  common  po- 
licy, ought  indeed  to  be  weighty 
and  ^rave,  if  not  imperious  and  ir- 
refiftible,  under  our  prefent  circum- 
ftances,  to  take  any  ftep  which  may 
fcem,  however  diftantly,  to  approve 
that  conduft,  can  only  tend  to  de- 
ceive his  Majefty's  minifters  as  to 
the  fentiments  of  this  Houfe,  and 
induce  ftill  greater  humiliation, 
whici  muft  terminate  in  ruin  as 
V^ell  as  in  diftionour.  No  country 
can  be  fafe  which  is  not  refpec^- 
ed;  no  country  can  hope  to  be 
fcfpeaed  that  does  not  firft  refpeft 
itfelf. 

2dly.  Pecaufe,  having  recorded 
^y  fentiments  on  the  Jcurnals  of 
this  Houfe  when  this  train  of  nrca- 


fures  ^as  new,  and  the  rqfult  of  the 
firft  experiment'  yet  ^in  f ufpenfe,  1 
have  now  the  affiifSon  of  findini 
that  whatever  I  had  apprehended 
from  it  has  been  very  much  exceedt 
cd  by  its  effedb,  in  raifing  the  in- 
foleuce  and  audacity  of  the  enemy, 
and  in  breaking  do\yn  that  ipirit 
and  energy  of  government  wnich 
can  alone  work  out  our  iafety  in 
this  awful  juncture,  or  give  dignity 
and  glory  to  our  fisill. 

Sdiy.  Becaufe  the  facrifices  which 
his  Majefly  has  lately  been  advife^ 
to  offer,  and  ftill  to  declare  himfclf 
ready  to  make,  cannot  now  havfc 
the  fame  objefl  which  the  fame,  or 
fimilar  offers,  had  on  a  former  occa- 
fion.  We  were  then  anxious,  by 
the  ceflioh  of  our  own  acquifitions, 
to  redeem  the  moft  important  part 
of  the  ancient  eftablifhed  fyfiem 
of  Europe,  in  which  a  breach  had 
been  made,  and  which  was  menaced 
with  ftill  greater  danger.  In  diffe- 
rent treatres'of  peace,  fometimes 
fitigland,  fometimes  France,  fome- 
times  other  ftates,  according  to  the 
circumftances  of  the  jun6ture,  have 
furrendcred  more  or  lefs  of  their  ac- 
tual conquefts  for  the  purpofe  of  ro- 
ftoring  the  general  balance  of  pow- 
er, for  the  general  fafety.  In  fuch 
a  peace  we  Ihould  have  had  fome 
apparent  fecurity,  though  (lender 
indeed,  again  ft  the  ambition  and 
principles  of  Republican  France. 
But  our  laft  propoled  facrifices  were 
offered  merely  to  obtain  peace. 
For  that,  and  for  that  alone,  wis 
were  prepared  to  give  up  poflfef- 
fions  which,  under  5ie  laws  of  war, 
had  become  our  own,  whilft  the 
enemy  had  invariably  infifted  on 
keeping  almoft  every  thing  wbi<4i 
his  arms  had  conquered  irom  the 
other  great  powers  of  Euroipe. 
Every  thing  that  mzy  he  neceflary 
to  give  rational  fccunty  to-  an  cntf-^ 
Pi  rojr 
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rny  fliewing  a  (rue  pacific  diipofi^ 
Kon,  would  be  well  furrepqercd 
without  any  coinpenfation ;  but  a 
propofal  to  purchofc  pe^ce,  as  a 
valuable  conudcration  in  itfelf,  is  a 
diftind  admi'flibn  of  inferiority,  or 
|i  proof  of  pufillanimity,  i^eyer  ho- 
nourable, and  therefore  never  fafc 
,  to  a  great  nation,  elpecially  {n  the 
.face  of  an  enemy  who  meafures  all 
right  fey  pdwer  and  f  udacity ;  aB4 
^againfi  whom,  it  was  admitted  in 
debate  by  his  Majefty's  minifters^ 
•*  That  no  fecurity  could,  be  found 
|n  peace,  without  uncommon  cau- 
.tioh,  and  an  uncommon  degree  of 
Warlike  preparation."  A  treaty 
formed  on  fuch  a  principle  may  be 
complimented  with  the  nanje  .of 
peace,  but  it  will  be  in  etfeft  only  a 
Jiifpenfion  of  a&ve  hoftility,  wlthr 
out  any  of  the  advantages  of  peace, 
and  fubje£t  to  all  the  cxpences  and 
dangers  of  war. 

4thly.  Becaufe  the  whole  con- 
duifil,  as  well  as  declarations,  of  the 
iCncmy,  fince  the  opening  of  fhe  laft 
icilion,  had  been  particularly  point- 
ed againfl  this  country,  lo  as  to 
leave  no  rational  ground  of  expe*^- 
ing  any  event  from  ne&[otiation  but 
4hat  which  has  foUowea^  of  unavail- 
ing humiliation.  The  original  trea* 
4y  of  France  with  America  was  moft 
"unjuftly  infringed,  and  avowedly 
becaule  the  latter  country  wouli 
not  infill  on  our  granting  nominally 
to  her,  but  rCfilly  to  F*rance,  excep- 
tions and  immunities  derogated  from 
the  general  maritime  law  rcfpe6ting 
neutral  nations,  while  no  one  wora 
of  conciliation. was  ever  ufed  to- 
wards us.  Our  ally  the  Emperor  was 
by  turns  menaced  and  careifed,  to 
induce  him  to  lift^n  to  a  feparate 
peace :  And  in  the  very  outfct  of 
our  late  negotiation,  his  Majeffyiias 
^aclar^d  \fyX  **  A((>de$  were  infix- 


ed upon,  the  moft  inconfiftcntwith 
the  enemy's  own  condud  in  every 
other  inftance."  What  has  never 
yet  been  demanded  by  that  infolent 
government  from  any  other  £reat 
uate  of  Europe,  was  exaded  rrom 
us,  that  we  fhould  become  apceila* 
lies  in  violating  all  tte  ancient 
lifages,  invented  and  received  to 
gujmd  the  independency  and  digni- 
ty' even  of  tne  weatelt  powers. 
IVo  tolerably  fecure'  and  honoura- 
ble peace  could  have  come,  or  ever 
can  come^  from  a  negotiation  com- 
menced and  continued  in  that  fpi- 
nt, 

5thly.  Becaufe,  while  his  Majef- 
ty  perfifted  in  a  difpofition  to  treat, 
and  when  he  again  offered  in  his 
public  declaration  to  ratify  the 
terms  before  propofed  by  him,  the 
^^'hole  ground  had  failed  on  which 
alone  his  Majeftv  had  been  induced, 
on  the  8th  of  December,  1793,  to 
declare,  for  the  firft  time, "  a  defire 
'of  meeting  any  difpofition  which 
the  enemy  might  manifeft  to  nego- 
tiate a  general  peace  on  juft  and 
jfuitable  terms.  That  ground,  as  it 
was  previoufly  explained  to  us  by 
his  Majefty's-'fpeech  on  the  open- 
jng  of  that  lemon ;  and  as  all  his 
"Majefly's  minifter?  c^nftantlv  ar- 
gued in  debiate,  was .  the  eflablifh- 
ment  in  France"  of.  an  order  of 
things  compatible  ^^jih  the  Iran- 
quijhty.of  other  couiAries,  and  af- 
fording a  reafonable  cxpeftation  of 
fecurity  and  *  permanence  in  any 
treaty  which  mieht  be  concluded." 
Such  an  order  of  things  was  ))ene* 
volently  hoped  by  his  .  Majcfty  to 
hpve  been  eftablilhed  ui  the' third 
new  conflitutipn  made  in  the  fourth 
year  of  the  French  Republic.  In 
the  interim  between  our  two  ne- 
gotiatiops  at  j^aris  ai^d  at.Li&e,  the 
PX&  eletUon)  not  immediately  conj 
..   ;      ;  *.    ,      -      .  :  *     troulcq 
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tawlad  by  ui  armed  force,  came  on 
nnd«r  that  conftitution.  The  true 
Toice  of  ihc  majority  of  Fiindc  was 
tor  the  firft  time  heard,  and  heard 
tgaiiill  the  adaal  government  of 
that  wretched  country,  'f he  ar- 
mies were  called  in  to  ftifle  that 
I!^^'  .2^5P''"^^>l^e^ersofthc 
two  legiflative  councils  were  feized 
^d  franfported  without  any  form 
of  trial  ;^ a  new  and  unheard-of 
thing  even  in  the  hiftory  of  their 
injufticer  —  neariy  two-tWrds  of 
f  ranee  were  disfranchifed  :  the 
prefs  filenced;  the  clergy  again 
profa,bed,  and  the  moft  arbitrary 
and  ferocious  meafures  threatened, 
as  well  as  fonie  abfolutelv  taken, 
a?^>nft  all  that  remains  o/  the  no- 
°^^tyf  gentry,  and  magiltracy  of  the 
ancient  monarchy.  '  The  power 
now  eftaWiibed  is  notorioulfy  the 
vey  fame  in  charafter,  in  maxims, 
andin  condnA,  as  well  as  for  the 
moft  partexercifed  or  fupportedby 
<fte  fame  men,  with  the  govern- 
ment which  exifted  at,  and  foon  af- 
*c»j  the  commencement  of  the  war; 
and  which  was  truly  defcribed  in 
^js  Majefty's  declaration  of  the  29th 
ot  0(ftober,  1793,  as  a' *«  (hte  of 
«Vng8  that  could  not  exift  in  France 
?^thout  involving  all  the'  furt^ound- 
»ng  powers  in  one  common  danger, 
Without  givin|r  them  the  right,  with^ 
out  impofing  It  upon  them  as  a  du- 
ty, to  ftop  the  progrefs  of  an  evil 
which  exifted  only  by  the  fuccef- 
five  violation  of  all  law  and  all 
property;  and  which  attacked  the 
nindaiiicntal  principles  by  which 
mankind  are  united  in  the  bonds 
of  ci^il  fociety."  It  was  againft 
that  government  "  that  his  Ma- 
Jefty  then  called  upon  the  peo- 
ple of  France  to  join  the  fhmdard 
of  an  hereditary  monarchy,  in  order 
\o  unite  themielves  once  more  un* 
'^er  the  empire  of  bw^  of  moralitv. 


and  relirion."  The  contimiaftce* 
of  the  lame  fort  of  government,' 
changing  never  as  to  its  fundamen- 
tal principles,  though  fluftuating! 
perpetually  as  to  the  perfons  of  the 
ufurpere  who  occalionally  tyrannize, 
over  the  enflaved  people,  has  con^  * 
firmed  me  more  than  ever  in  ^y 
full  aflent  to  the  wifdom  of  hi;5  Man 
jefty *s  declaration  then  made. 

6(hly.  Becaufe,  though  themoft. 
abfolute  and  overruling  neceflity* 
could  hardly  palliate,  much  lefe* 
juftify,  the  facriiices  which  the  late 
negotiation  would  have  made  of. 
our  dignity,  honour,  and  indepen- 
dence, together  with  our  acquifi-' 
tions;  yet  we  have  the  fatisfadion 
of  knowing  how  and  when  his  Ma- 
jefty*s*  minifters  advifed  him  in  bia 
declaration  to  repeat  his  offers  of 
peacc.^  They  alio  know  that  no-! 
thing  in  any  degree  approaching  to, 
fuch  neceffity  exifts.  The  relative. 
Situation  of  this  kingdom  with  re- 
gard to  France,  is  much  improved 
fince  laft  year.  We  have  loft  no- 
thing ;— we  have  gained  fomething. 
The  extenfion  of  the  enemy's  do-, 
minion,  under  the  name  of  protec- 
tion, in  the  interior  of  Italy,  eives 
him  little  additional  means  ofim^ 
mediately  annoying  us.  The  ma- 
rine of  thofc  aUies,  through  whom 
al6ne  he  hoped  to  a6^  againft  us,  has 
been  crippled  by  our  glorious  vic- 
tories. We  are  fecure  from  him^ 
and  he  is  left  open  by  the  indifput- 
ed  fuperiority  of  our  navy,  to  our 
attack,  if  his  Majefty  ftiall  be  ad- 
vifed to  call  forth  the  fpirit  and 
ejiergy  of  his  people,  ana  to  carry 
fuccour  and  amftance  to  the  majo- 
rity of  that  nation  groaning;  under 
the  tyranny  of  the  ufurpation,  an4 
manifeftihg,  on  every  occafton,  fen- 
timents  oraiiaffe6lion  and  hoftility 
towards  the  eftablifhment  deceit- 
fully and  cruelly  impofed  on  them 
^  as 
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«p  a  mild  and. benefiQeiit  conftitu- 
tion.  This  is  a  ftate  of  things  not 
the  refult  of  my  fpeculalion,  but 
derived  from  the  admiifion  of  the 
iifurpers  themfelves.  it  is  by  them 
brought  forward  in  their  late  decla- 
xations  as  their  juilliication^  aad 
as  the  imperious  and  irrefiftible  mo- 
tive for  violently  disfranchifing  (6 
large  a  majority  of  the  nation  of 
tbofe  rights  and  privileges  upon 
whl^ch,  as  upon  an  unalterable  bafis, 
the  pretenaed  liberties  of  their  Re- 
pubiic  were  built  and  eilablifhed. 
The  pecuniary  diftrcfs  and  embar- 
ia(lments  of  the  enemy  have  en- 
crcafed,  fo  as  to  have  been  a  pre- 
fence  for  fomc  of  the  late  viDient 
proceedings  in  France;  while,  on 
the  contrary,  the  enquiries  of  our 
committees  have  long  iince  prepar- 
ed the  Houfe  to  anticipate  the 
pleafing  aflurances  of  his  Majefty, 
*  That  we  pollefs  means  and  re- 
sources pro'portionate  to  the  obje^ 
which  were  at  Hake ;  that  ouj  rcve* 
nue  has  continued  highly  produc- 
tive, our  national  indudry  has  been 
extended,  and  our  commerce  haa 
furpaflcd  its  former  limits."    * 

Wkktworth  Fitzwijlliau. 


GeorgbR. 

^Udliiwal  InfiruHms  to  th  Commanders 
.  ^0U  wr  Shiju  of  War  and  Privmeers 
that  iMVfj  «r  majf  have^  Lnm$  rf 
M^<p(f  ^isiufi  France^  Sfiain^  or  th§ 
Snhji^softhe  Umted  Prmnncet^  inha- 
if  ting  within  any  ^  timr  Coimirhes^ 
Jerritories^  and  Dominkfts,  Given  ai 
mr  Oftrt  at  St,  James%  the  20th  da^ 
.  ^KwemheTf  1797,  in  the  38/^  Year 
ffmr  Reign. 

WHEREAS  we  have  thought 
it  expedient  that  permif- 
||on  fbould  be  given  to  velTels  he- 


londog  to  the  fubjeds  of  Ub  Ca« 
thouc  Majedy,  having  not  more 
than  one  deck,  to  trade  between 
the  free  ports  efiabUfhed  in  the 
ifland  of  J sunaica,  and  alfo  in  the 
Bahama  Iflands,  and  the  Spanifh 
colonies  in'  America,  according  to 
the  regulations  of  the  feverai  a£b 
£r>r  efiablifhing  free  ports  in  otir 
Wed  India  iflands,  notwithCbanding 
the  prefent  hoflilities.  And  where- 
as we  have  thought  it  expedient 
that,  notwithfbn£ng  the  faid  hof- 
tiiities,  permiffion  £ouid  likewife 
be  given  to  anj  Britifh  ve(fels  na* 
vigated  accordmg  to  the  laws  now 
in  force,  to  trade  between  the  faid 
free  ports  in  the  ifland  of  Jamaica 
and  in  the  faid  Bahama  Iflands  and 
(he  Spanifh  colonies  in  America, 
provided  fuch  Britifh  and  Spanifh 
vefTels  that  fhall  trade  between  th^ 
faid  free  ports  in  the  ifland  of  Ja« 
maica  and  the  faid  Spanifh  cplonies, 
fhall  have  a.  licence  from  the  Go- 
vernor or  Commander  in  Chief  of 
our  ifland  of  Jamaica;  and  that 
fuch  Britifh  and  Spanifh  veiTels  that 
fhall  trade  between  the  free  ports 
in  the  Bahama  Iflands  and  the  faid 
Spanifh  .colonies,  fhall  have  a  li* 
cence  from  the  Governor  or  Com- 
mander in  Chief  of  the  Bahama 
Iflands ;  and  provided  fuch  Britifh 
and  Spanifh  veflels  fliall  import  into 
the  free  ports  of  Jamaica  and  th9 
Bahama  Iflands  fuch  goods  only  at 
are  hereafter  enumerated,  viz.  wool, 
cotton  -  wool,  indigo,  cochineal, 
drugs  of  all  forts,  cocoa,  tobacco, 
logwood,  fuflic,  and  all  forts  of 
wood  for  dyers  ufe ;  hides,  fkins, 
and  tallow;  beaver,  and  all  forts  of 
furs;  tortoife-fhells,  hard  wood,  or 
mill- timber,  mahogany,  and  all  o- 
ther  woods  for  cabinet- ware ;  horfes, 
afles,  mules,  and  cattle,  being  th« 
growth  and  produdion  of  any  of 
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the  colonies  or  plantations  in  Ame- 
rica, belonging   to  the  crown  of 
Spain;  and  all  coin  or  bullion,  dia- 
monds or  pr6cious  flones,  coming 
from   thence;    and  provided  fucn 
Britifh  and  Spanifli  veflels  ihail  ex- 
port horn  fuch  free  ports  only  the 
laid  goods  and  commodities;  and 
alfo  nan,  the  jMroduce  of  any  Bri- 
tifh  iiland,  and  negroes,  which  ihall 
have   been  legally  imported;  and 
alio  all  goods,  wares,  merchandizes, 
and  manu&dures,  which  fhall  have 
been  legally  imported,  except  mails, 
yards,  or  bow-iprits,  pitch,  tar,  tur- 
pentine,  and  all  other  naval  or  mi« 
litary   (lores,   and  tobacco.     The 
commanders  of  onr  ihips  of  war, 
2Lnd  of  ihips  commiifioned  with  let- 
ters of  marque,  are  hereby  required 
and  enjoined  not  to  detain  or  mo- 
left  any  fuch  Spanifh  veflels,  or  any 
Britifli  veflels,  trading  between  the 
free  ports  in  the  faS  iflands  and 
the  Spaniih  colonies  in  America, 
'p*ovided  they  are  Una  fiile  employed 
m  carrying  on  their  trade  conform- 
ably to,  the  refoe^live  regulations 
hereinabove  defcribed,  and  have  a 
licence  for  that  purpofe  from  thp 
•Governor  or  Commander  in  Chief 
of  the  laid  iilands  refpe^ively ;  and 
in  cafe  fuch  fhip  io  licenced  fhould 
be  captured  and  brought  into  any 
port,  through   mifapprehenfion  or 
breach  of  our  order,  our  courts  of 
Admiralty  and  Vice- Admiralty  are 
hereby    required   to  Hbcrate    the 
fame,  as  being  under  the  protec- 
tion of  our  Special  Commiflion. 
By  his  Majefty's  command, 

(Signed)  Po&TLAND. 

ittter  from  the  King  rf  Great  Bntam^ 
as  EU^tr  of  Hammer y  fokis  Imperial 
Maje/fy. 

THE  letter  of  the  7th  of  Sep- 
tember,   1796,    with   which 


your  Imperial  Majefty  has  iavourod 
me,  reipe£liug  the  pofleflion  of  the 
territory  of  the  imperial  city  of 
Nuremoerg,  of  the  dependencies  of 
the  biihopric  of  Eichftadt,  and  of 
the  immediate  command  in  Fran* 
conia,  I  hold  as  a  precious  monu«* 
ment  of  the  fentiments  of  juilicqi 
and  paternal  folicitude  by  which 
your  Majefty  evinces  the  cordial 
concern  you  feel  for  the  preferva# 
tion  of  the  Germanic  conftilution^ 
and  for  the  pund^ual  obfenrance 
of  the  Ele^ral  capitulation:  ^ 
condu61,  which  cannot  fail  confider- 
ably  to  contribute  to  the  glory  oi 
your  Imperial  Majefty's  reign. 

I  received  that  letter  with  fenti- 
ments  of  veneration  e^ual  to  the 
gratitude  that  was  excited,  in  my 
oreaft  by  the  kind  confidence  of 
which  your  Imperial  Majefty  hai 
thereby  given  lo  ftrikingaproof: 
and  1  accordingly  could  not  but  pay 
tlie  moft  fcrupulous  attention  to 
Jhe  objed  in  queftioi),>nd  ponder 
on  it  with  all  the  anxie^  which  the 
moft  vivid  intereft  could  infpire. 

Your  Majefty,  •  doubtlefs,  can  be 
no  ftranger  to  the  principles  I  pro- 
fefs  reibe6Hng  the  maintenance  of 
the  fyltem  of  the  Empire,  and  the 
regard  due  to  its  laws,  as  alfo  to 
the  uniform  difpofition  which  will 
invariably  induce  me  to  do  dvery 
thing  in  my  power  that  can  contri- 
bute to  tKat  end.  I  have  by  no 
means  negletEted  to  conlider  the 
.importance  and  extenftve  confe- 
quences  connefled  with  the  events 
.in  queftion;  and  I  cannot  but  ap- 
plaud the  profound  wifdom  of  the 
meafures  which  your  Majefty  has 
adopted.  Your  Majefty  has  ex- 
prefled  a  defire  to  be  acquainted 
with  my  fentiments  and  opinion  on 
.this  fubje<^,  and  alfo  that  I  would 
employ  my  interpoiition  with  the 
King  qf  Pruflia:  an4  indeed  I  think 

that 
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ihzt  the  intCTpofftion  fuggeflcd  by 
Voiir  Majefty,  of  all  the  Ele^rs  of 
the  Empire,  whh  his  Pniffian  Ma- 
*efty,  is,  in  the  exifting  circum- 
iances,  highly  expedient ;  as,  frohi 
the  entire  cohfiden<?e  repofed  in  the 
icntiment*  and  opinion  of  has  Pruf- 
€an  MLJefty,  the  Eie^org  arc  induc- 
ed to  hope'that  he  will  not  inter- 
rupt fhe  courfe  of  jiiiticc,  butthat 
lie  will  exprefs  his  decided  prtsfe- 
rence  that  the  lawitil  poffeflbrs 
'Ihould  be  prote6ted  in  the  enjioy^ 
^ent  of  their  rights,  t  am  con-* 
fcious,  therefore,  that  I  comply 
With  the  wifiies  of  your  Imperiai 
Majefty,  by  fending  to  his  Pni/Hai} 
Majefty  the  letter,  a  topy  of  wWch 
i  do  not  fcruf)le  to  annex  to  tiMb 
prefent*  Nothing  ihall  ever  be 
more  agreeable  to  hie  thao  to  feize 
every  opporiunity  of  proving  to 
•your  Imperial  Majefty,  on  every 
ocqifion,  how  unfeigneclly  I  confide 
in  Itim,  and  thus  to  convince  him 
of  the  higb  efteem  with  which- 1 1^- 
ways  am 

Your  Imperial  Majefty 's,  &c.    - 
(Signed)  Geo%g&  R« 

Si.  James's^  Fd.  17,  1797. 


Lc tier  from  the  King  of  Grent  Britaitty 
^c.  to  the  KingtfPiTiffia. 

THE  perfc6b  confidence  I  re- 
poie  in  the  patriotic  fenti- 
ments  oi  your  Majefty,  as  well  as 
the  friendlhip  which,  I  flatter  my* 
felf,  your  Majefty  entertains  for 
me,  induce  me  without  any  hefita- 
tion  to  accjuaiiit  you,  that  his  Im- 
perial Majefty  has  written  to  me,  as 
an  Eleftor  of  the  Empire,  a  private 
and  circumftantial  letter  rcfpeAing 
the  taking  poflcffion  of  the  impe- 
rial city  or  Nuremberg,  of  the  de- 
pendencies of  Eichftadt,  and  of  the 
2  ' 


Eaueftrian  ordcri  which  took  pbc^ 
ku  year  on  the  part  of  yo«r  Ma- 
jeftV,-  on  account  of  yow  priocipa* 
Kties  of  Brandenbourg,  in'Frtnco- 
nia.  His  Imperial  Majefty  has  ex* 
prtrfTed  a  defire  that  I  wouM  commu- 
nicate to  him  my-fentiments  on  this 
fubjeift,  and  alfo  thdt  I  would  employ 
my  interpofltion  with  your  Majcf^l 
Whereas  his  Imperial  Majefty,  in 
the  differences  that  have  arifen  on 
this  occafion,  is  onlv  defirous  to 
fulfil  the  duty  prcfcrifc^d  to  him  by 
the  capitulation  of  the  Empire,  in 
a  manner  that  muft  highly  redound 
to  his  honour,  and  at  the  feme  time 
to  mamfeft  the  high  confideration 
•vhkrfi  he  entertains  for  your  Ma- 
icfiy,  I  accordingly  held  it  my  duty^ 
in  my'  capacity  of  Eled^or,  and  in 
compliance  with  Aiy  obliedtioiis^ 
not  to  refuffe  the  reqtieft  of  his  Im- 
pcriaf  Majeily.  I  am,  hovifever,  far 
vrchri  being^  AfydftA  'to  oreft  feiy- 
.ifelf  into  4  jfhlgj?  oFthe  jufticcr  of 
youF  Majefty 's '  prejtenfi<Mi9^  or 
^eveh  to  enter  into  a*  difcuffiori  ojf 
•'the  principles  on  ^irhibh  Jhey  are 
grounded.  I  feel  i(  Tuffioicnt  ti 
rely  on  your  Majcfty's  wiAiom  afi4 
abilities,  which  fo  ftjlly  enable  yoiir 
Majefty  to  judge  of  every  dung 
that  belongs  to  the  fyftem  andOoo^ 
(Htution  of  the  Germanic  Empr^^ 
in  the  prcfervation  of  which  yotdr 
Majefty  has  principally  taken  oA 
you  to  be  vigilant ;  and  for  thi^  i 
depend  on  the  noble  and  generous 
fcntJmeiHs  by  whidh  votir  Majefty, 
of  your  owTi  accoro^  feemed  td 
have  regulated  your  conduct  in  the 
•inibru^ons  publiflied  the  17  th  of 
March,  1799,  with  regard  to  the 
regencies  of  Anfbachand  Baircutlj^ 
efpecially  reijpeaing  ithe  preten- 
ftons  and  difference  which  might 
arife  in  thofe  principalities.  Thefc 
-fentiments  ao3  this  condu6^  of  yout 
Majcfiy, 
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Iftjefty,  leave  ne  tiodoubt  but  ddit 
it  ]&  your  Mtjcfty's  intention  to 
fuppofly  on  conititutional  grounds 
only,  you(  claims  of  your  neigh-* 
^FS  iQ  Franconia; .  aoid  !  confe-> 
qu^atly.that  you  will  leave  tfaafc 
left  |)awerful  co-efiates  and  pro^ 
prkiorics  of  the  Empire  in  the  cn-s 
joyment  of  what  the  iaws  fecure  to 
thefn»  and  of  M'hat  your  Majefty 
grants  to  your  own  iitb)e^  againft 
yourfclf,  to  wk,  their  maintenance 
and  re-cibbltihmentin^.jafl  and 
inconteftible  poflefiioo. 

While  I  moft  willingly,  on  the 
prelecU  occalion,  manifeft  the  moft 

r:rfeft  confidence  in  your  Majeily, 
at  (he  f^xtie  time  take  the  oppor- 
tunity of  renewing  to  ^Tour  Majef* 
ty  the  aflurances  of  the  high  efteem 
with  which  i  am,  Zee. 

(Signed)  Gsoitce  R. 

ShXams\FcL  Id  J 1197. 


f  LAM  SBirr  TO  ALL  THE  PARISHES 

OF  G&SAT  BRITAIN,  MAV,  1797. 

Plan  ^  a  Gmered  AJJUtatim  cf  the  /«• 
haiitann  tf  the  Parijh  <f 
to firoe  ^tm^iout  Pty^  for  die  Protec- 
thn  thereof^  in  ca/e  ^  any  Emergency^ 
at  the  R^i/itim  if  the  Civii  Fnver^ 
t9  6eJit6mitifJto  th  CwfiJeratmofd 

'   VtfiryuheaSkdfir  thatVurpofe. 

1ft.  A  GENERAL  aflbciation 
^~  jHL  "flraH  be  formed,  which 
a^ociation  fhal{  be  compofed  of 
houfeholders,  and  fiich  other  in- 
mates as  fintt  be  recommended^by 
two  houfeholders  at  the  Lead,  be^ng 
thcmfelves  members  of  the  aflb- 
ciation; and  approved,  if  judged 
itectfliury^  by  a  committee  of  the 
tfoctatipn  to  be  diofen  at  a'gen^ 
nil  meeting. 

2d.^That  tfaeinembcfs  d£  the  aC* 
fociation  lliaU  put  down  their  names 


and  places  of  abode  in  a  book^  lb  t>9 
provided  and  kept  in  the  veffary  for 
thatpurpofe. 

S<L  The  pariih  to  be  (tivided  in-^ 
todiftri^ts;  the  inhabitants  of  each' 
diftri(^  who  enroll  themfelres,  to  be 
divid^  into  clafles  of  My  each,  to 
be  oommanded  by  an  inhabitant  of 
that  diftria,  wiho  fliall  be  oonfidered 
«s  captain  of  the  ckfs,  atid  a<5^  as 
fuch,  under  aoQasAiffioii  from  hia 
Majefiy.  This  officer  to  be  recom- 
mended by  a<xvnmittee  of  the  ailb- 
dation  to  the  Lord  ~  Ldeutenant. 
Each  ciafs  fhall  carry^a  ikg  to  dif- 
tinguiih  it,  and  the  per£bn  who  is  to 
cany  it  ihali  be  nominated  by  the 
captain  of  each  clafs. 

4th.  The  majority  of  anv  claft 
ifa^ll  be  empowered  to  reje&  from 
that  clafe.any  individual,  whether 
houfeholder  or  inmate,  who  ihaSi 
9{>pearto  them  to.be  an  unfit  mem-> 
bier  thereof.  »        . 

^  ^th.  Iiicafeofalarm,dndat  the 
requiiition  of  the  civil  power,  th« 
dafs  to  be  aflembled  at  a  rendez* 
voLis,  which  fliall  be  previoully  ap» 
pointed  by  the  captain. 

6th.  Place  of  general  rendezvous 
for  all  the  ciafles  ihall  be  appcdnted 
by  the  committee  of  aflbciabon* 

7  th.  All  perfons  enrolling  ihem* 
felves,|o  furniih  their  own  arms; 
which  arms  ihall  be  either  firelocks 
and  bayonets,  dikes,  or  any  other 
irms  which  ihali  be  approved  of  hf 
the  committee. 

^  8th.  A  lift  of  the  members  in 
«aoh  clafs  to  be  made,  and  a  copy 
Vwij^  with  eacb  member  in  tha( 
clafs,  together  with  a  copy  of  fuch 
iililruf^ohs,  figned  by  the  captain 
of  the  clafs,  as  may  be  found  necef- 
fary.  for  their  more  fpeedily  collet- 
ing  together,  in  cafe  of  alarm,  an* 
ibr  regulgting  the  proper  qvantity 
of  ammunition  which  each*  iniember 
^  furniflied 
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farnittied  #ilh  a  firelock  ffaail  con« 
fluitly  be  provided  with. 

9th.  No  member  of  the  ailbctt- 
iloh  to  be  required  to  meet  to  exer- 
dfe;  but  each  claik  may  be  muilcr- 
cd  with  their  anns  by  its  captain,  at 
fiich  convenient  and  Hated  thnfcs  as 
fliall  be  agreed  upon;  thofe  who 
lumiih  them&ires  with  firelocks 
willy  at  their  requefl^  be  allowed  a 
ferjeant  or  corporal  bv  government, 
to  teach  them  the  uie  of  fire-arms, 
in  order  that  they  may  more  con- 
venientlv  aft  together,  either  in  fc- 
parate  clafles,  or  jointly  ^i-ith  others 
in  the  fame  claf^,  as  fhalLbe  agreed 
upon  by  the  jncmbers  of  the  aflb- 
ciation*. 

1 0th.  A  hat  and  feather,  or  fome 
other  mark  of  diftinftion,  to  be 
adopted;  or  thofe  provided  with 
irelocks,  if  formed  into  clafTes  bv 
them&lves,  Co  have  an  uniform  if 
ithcy  chufe  itf. 

1  Ith.  Not  H>  go  out  of  the  pariih, 
except  of  their  own  accord. 

i^th.  No  perfon  who  is  mgaged 
in  any  military  corps,  or'othef  af- 
fociation,  to  be  appointed  as  cap- 
tain; but  fuch  perfons  may  enroll 
ihenofelves,  and  only  engage  to 
join  thisaflbciation  when  not  called 
away  by  other  duties. 

N.'B.  The  above  plan  is  only 
fuggeiled  as  a  general  outline,  which 
Quiy  be  varied  and  modified  in  fuch 
manner  as  may  befl  fuit  the  local 
fituations  and  convenience  of  the 
inhabitants  of  fuch  parifhes  as  fhall 
thint  proper  to  a^bciate  for  the 
mutual  fccurity  and  protcdion  of 


thenkfelves  and  their  prqiertj,  tqv- 
on  the  principle  here  laid  down. 

As  fome  fmall  expences  muft  ne« 
cefiariiy  be  incurred  for  the  pur- 
chafe  of  flags  for  the  different  claiSes, 
paying  for  uie  ftamps  of  the  comnnf- 
Hons  (his  Majefiy  t>eing  gracioufljr 
picafied  to  grant  them  free  of  ever^ 
other  expence)  and  fome  other 
trifling  incidental  charges,  a  fub- 
fcription  to  be  opened,  where  eve- 
ry  houfehoider  who  approves  of 
this  plan,  and  will  give  it  his  fiip- 
port,  may  fubfcribe  any  fmall  fum 
that  he  pleafes,  not  exceeding  the 
amount  of  fhiilings,  to  de- 

fray the  fame. 

Such  female  houfehoMers  as  are 
willing  to  fignify  their  approbation 
of  this  plan,  and  give  their  fupport 
to  it,  to  be  requeued  to  authorife 
fome  houfehoider  in  the  parifh,  vvho 
is  himfelf  a  member  of  the  aflbcia- 
tion,  to  fign  their  names, ^and  to  at- 
teft  that  it  is  by  their  authority; 
and  in  that  cafe  nicfa  female  home* 
holder  may,  in  concurrence  with 
another  houfehoider,  being  a  mem- 
ber of  the  allbciation,  recommend 
any  houfeholders  or  inmates,  being 
proper  perfons,  to  join  in  the  aflb* 
ciation;,and  the  perfon  fo  recom- 
mended fliall  be  inroUed  in  like 
manner  as  the  other  members'  of 
the  alTociation. 


Tapers  relating  io  the  Matiny, 

Petitioks  or  rUi  Seaicbk. 
T0  the  Right  HmMirahh  and  the  Hmimn 


*  This  will  be  determintd  in  each  parifli,  upon  a  confidtfratioa  of  what  mvf 
beft  fttic  the  mutual  cvavenieace  of  the  federal  members,  according  to  thetf 
relative  (itua^ioMJn  point  of  neighbpurhood^  and  \»  the  arms  widcfa  they  aMan  !• 
furniih  themfclves  with. 


t  This  wiU  be  got erned  by  the  agirtcrotia  whidi  dK 
Vpon  the  9th  article; 
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Digitized 


byGoogk 


S^f  AT:  E  ^PA'P^R'S; 


»39 


nSk  Knigktf^  Ciihsensy  and  l^gej^ 
m  ParUametu  ajJemhUd^ 

Tkt  ImmhU  Petitim  rf  the  Sea$»eH  sni 
Mariaam  S§ardkis  Mtfjejiy's  Shifis^ 
m  ^eAaiffftkem/elves^ 

Humbly  flieweth, 

THAT  your  petitioners,  relying 
on  the  candour  and  juftice  of 
your  Honourable  Houfe,  *  make 
bold  to  l^y  their  grievances  before 
you,  hoping  that,  when  you  reflcd 
on  them,  you  will  pleale  to  give 
redrefs,  as  far  as  your  wifdom  Siall 
deem  neceflary. 

We  beg  leave  to  remind  your 
auguil  afierobly,  that  the  act  ofj>ar- 
liament  pailed  in  the  reign  of  Kii^g 
Charles  II.  wherein  the  wages  of 
all  feamen  fcrving  on  board  his 
Majefly's  fleet  was  fettled,  pafled  ai 
a  time  when  the  neceHaries  of  life, 
•nd  ilops  of  every  denomination, 
were  at  leafl  thirty  per  cent,  cheap- 
er than  at  the  prefent  time ;  which 
enabled  feamen  and  marines  to  pro* 
vide  better  for  their  families  thaa 
we  can  do  now  with  one  half  ad- 
vance. 

We  therefore  requeft  your  ho* 
nourabie  houfe  will  be  fo  kind  as  to 
revife  the  a<Sk  before  mentioned, 
and  make  fuch  amendments  therein 
«  will  enable  youc  Petitioners,  and 
their  families  to  live  in  the  fame 
comfortable  manner  as  fepmen  and 
marines  did  at  tliat  lime. 

Your  Petitioners,  with  all  humi- 
jity  laid, their  grievances  before  the 
Honourable  Earl  Howe,  and  flat- 
.tered  ourCelve^  with  the  hopes  that 
his  Lordfbip  would  have  been  an 
(advocate  for  us,  as  we  have  been 
repeatedly  under  his  command,  and 
•made  the  Eritifh  flag  ride  triumph- 
antly  over  tliat  of  pur  enemies. 
£ut,  toour|;r€at  furprife,  vre^  find 


obrfQlvesimprotededbyluiii,  ^hp 
has  feen  fo  many  inftanccs  of  our 
iiiirepidlty,  in  'carrying  «tlie  BritifU 
Flag  into  every  part  of  the  feas.with. 
viftoiy  and  fuocfcfs. 

We  profefs  ourfclves  as  kjyal  to 
our  Sovereign,  and  aseaknis  la  llfp 
defence  of  our  country,  as  the  lurmy 
ormilkii  can  be,  and  cftccm  otUv 
felves  equally  entitled  to  his  Ma- 
jefty'smunincence;  therefore  wiHi 
jealoufy  we  behold  their  pay  aug- 
mented, and  their  out-penfibns  of 
Chelfea  college  increafed  tto  ibSt- 
teen  pounds  per  annum,  while  we 
remain  neglected,  and  the  out-pen- 
fioners  of  Greenwich  have  only  fc- 
ven  pounds  per  annum. 

We,  your  petitioners,  therd«ni» 
humbly  implore  that  you  will  take 
thefe  matters  into  conflderation» 
and,  with  your  accu^medgoodnek 
and  liberality,  comply  with  .the 
prayef  of  this  Pctition-»aiid  your 
petitioners,  as  in  duty  bound,  itfiU 
«verpray,  &c. 

We,  iheDelegatesof  theFlect, 
hereunto  fign  our  names  fot 
the  (hips  companies: 

R^al  G«r^f— Valentine  Joyce,  Joha 

Morris. 
Queen   Ouxrlotte  —  Patrick    Glynn, 

John  Udlefon. 
iJoytf  /  »&v^r^^a—Jofeph  Green,  John 

RichardiSn. 
ItfwJiv*— Alexander  Harding,  Wil- 
liam Ruly.  ^ 
G/wj— Patrick  Dugan,  JohnBethelL 
Duke  —  Michael  Adams^   William 

Anderfon. 
Mars — Thomas  Allen,  Jafties  Blithe; 
M^rlhorcugh — John  Vaflia,  William 

Senator. 
•kariHUi — Charles  Berry,    George 

Clear. 
JJ^i;^— David  Wilfon,  John  Scxi- 

.vener. 

E*  Imjiehieux*^ 
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Vlni/iiittiux^]<Aai  Wilna,  William 

•  Porter. 

JDig^ntfif-k-George  Galaway,   James 

I    Barrenck. 

Terrible  —  Mark  Turner,    George 

•  talked. 

l^  Fmfiee'^WilSaaxi  PottB,  Jame$ 

Melvin. 
^AMrawwDennis  Lawley,  George 

Crofland. 
Chance  — -  John  Saundersi    J<^ 

Nufband. 

2«  ih  Righ  Hmarahk  the  Lords  Com- 

'    m^Jmersif  tht  Admirtdty* 

My  Lords, 

WE,  the  feamen  of  his  Majcfty's 
4iavy,  take  the  liberty  of  addreffing 
yoUr  Lordihips  in  an  humble  peti- 
tion, Shewing  the  many  hardlhipB 
and  oppreffions  we  have  laboured 
under  tor  many  ye«s,  and  which 
we  hope  your  Lordihips  will  redreis 
as  fooa  as  poffible.  We  flatter 
ourfelves  that  your  Lordihips,  to- 
gether with  the  nation  in  general, 
will  aicknowledge  our  worth  and 
good  fervices,  both  in  the  American 
war  as  well  as  the  prefent;  for 
.  Svhich  good  fervicc  your  Lordihips 
petitioners  do  unanimouily  agree 
in  opinion,  that  their  worth  to  the 
nation,  and  laborious  indui^r^  in 
{defence  of  their  country,  delcrve 
fome  better  encoumgement  than 
that  we  meet  with  at  prefent,  or 
from  any  we  have .  experienced. 
We,  your  petitioners,  do  not  boail 
(Of  our  good  fervices  for  any  other 
purpofe  than  that  oi  putting  you 
*and  (he  nation  in  mind  of  Ine  re- 
fpeft  due  to  us,  nor  do  we  ever  in* 
tend  tp  deviate  from  our  formcx 
'charafterj  fo  far  from  any  thing  of 
that  kind,  or  that  an  EngUihman  or 
nien  fliould  turn  their  coats,  we 
Ukewife agree  in  opinion,'  that  we 


ihould  fnflfcr  double  the  hardfiupt 
we  have  hitherto  experienced  be- 
fore we  would  fuffer  the  crown  of 
England  to  be  in  the  leail  jmpoied 
upon  by  that  of  any  other  power  in 
the  world ;  we  therefore  beg  leave 
to  inform  your  Lordihips  of  the 
grievances  which  we  at  prefent  la- 
bour under. 

We,  your  humble  petitioners, 
relying  that  your  Lordihips  will 
take-  mto  early  coniideration  the 
grievances 'of  which  we  complain, 
and  do  not  in  the  leail  doubt  but 
your  Lordihips  will  comply  with 
our  deiires,  which*  are  every  way 
reafonable. 

The  firil  grievance  w«  have  (• 
comolain  of  is,  that  our  wages  are 
too  low,  and  ought  to  be  raifed, 
that  we  might  be  the  better  able  to 
fupport  our  wives  and  families  in  a 
manner  comfortable,  and  whom  we 
are  in  duty  bound  to  fupport  as  far 
as  our  wages  will  allow,  which,  we 
truil,  wilf  be  looked  into  by  yout 
Lordihips,  and  the  Honourable 
Houfe  of  Commons  in  Parliament 
afTembled. 

We,  your  petitioners,  beg  that 
your  Lordihips  will  take  into  con- 
uderation  the  grievances  of  which 
we  complain,  and  now  lay  before 
you. 

Firil,  That  our  provifions  be 
raifed  to  the  weight  of  iixteen 
ounces  to  the  pound,  and  of  a  bet- 
ter quality ;  and  that  our  meafures 
may  be  the  fame  as  thofe  ufed  in 
the  commercial  trade  of  this 
country. 

Secondly,  That  your  petitioners 
requefl  your  Honours  will  bepleaf- 
ed  to  obferve,  there  (hould  be  no 
flour  ferved  while  we  are  in  har* 
hour,  in  any  port  whatever,  under 
the  command  of  the  Britiih  flag; 
and  alfo,  that  there  might  be  grants 

cd 
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tA  a  fuiicieftt  (^wntity  of  ▼mtabies). 
of  fuch  kind  as  may  be  the  moft 
j^ntiiul  Id  the  ports  to  which  we 
go;  which  we  erievoufly  compUiin' 
and  by  under  the  want  oL  ' 

Thiidiy,  That  your  Lordihips 
will  be  pleafed  feriouily  to  look 
into  the  ihtte  of  the  fick  on  board 
his  Majefty'6  (hips,  that  ihey  may- 
be better  attended  to,  and  that 
ibey  may  have  the  uie  of  fuch  tne- 
cefl&ries  as  are  allowed  for  thcfm  in 
time  of  fickneft;  and  that  theie 
neceflaries  be  not  on  any  aoooiut 
embezsled.  '    * 

Fourthly^  That  yotnr  Lonhhips 
will  be  fo  kind  asr  to  look  into  this 
affiur,  which  is  nowife  unreafon« 
able ;  and  that  we  may  be  looked 
upon  as  a  number  of  men  flanding 
in  deience  of  our  country ;  and  that 
we  may  in^omewife  have  grant  and 
opportunity  to  tafte  the  fweets  <Kf 
liberty  on  ftiore,  when  in  any  har- 
bour,  and  when  we  have  completed 
the  duty  of  our  ftiip,  after  our  re<^ 
turn  from  iea:  and  tiiat  no  man 
may  encroach  upon  his  liberty,  there 
WU  be  a  boundary  limited,  and 
Ihole  trefpafing  any  further,  with- 
out a  written  order  from  the  com- 
manding officer,  fhali  be  punifhed 
according  to  the  rules  of  the  navy ; 
which  is  a  natural  rcqueft,  and  con^ 
genial  to  the  heart  <^man,  and  cer- 
tainly to  us,  that  you  make  Che 
boaftof  being  the  guardians  of  the 
land. 

Fifthly,  That  if  any  man  is 
woumkd  in  ai£tion,  his  pay  be  con* 
tinned  until  he  is  cured  and  dif- 
charged ;  and  if  any  ihip  has  any 
real  grievances  to  complain  of,  we 
hope  your  Lordftiips  will  readily 
recWs  them,  as  far  as  in  your  pow- 
er, to  prevent  any  difhurbances. 

It  is  aifo  unanimovfly  agreed  by 


the  fleet,  IfaM^  ^rcwn  thii  '4^9  "no 
grievances  (hall  be  repoivfdf  .ia 
order  to  convince  the  nation  at 
large,  that  we  know  wjicn  to  ccaftpi 
to  afk,  as  woU  as  to  begin^  and  thsf^ 
we  afk  nothing  but  what  is  mbdc* 
rate,  and  may  be  ^ntcd  without 
detriment  to  the,  uatlpn,.  or  inivry[ 

to  the  fervice.  '   '  * 

'     ' ' '      "   • 

Given  on  board  the  Queeil 
Charbtte,  by  the  Pi^J^a^ 
of  the  Fleet,  the  l#thd^^ 
April,  1797,  .  ..     .  ^ 

[T7te  Signatures  H  ikis  INlkutttm^ 
exaSly  tfte  fami  as  tkrfr  ^^dlt  H  /Al 
knctdtf^  Mif.  J 

'Attfuxr  m^ the \j9iHini^$MTt  fw  txecut^ 
'^ing  the  OJke  of  Lord  Hijfi  Admhai 
tf  Great  Britain  OHdlfdamd^  &ie,  i| 
tnf  avovf  lYttnoHS* 

HAVING  taken  into  confidcra- 
tion  the  Petition^  tranOhiU-fed  bf 
VQur  Ixjrdfliip,  firom  the  crews  bf 
nis  M^fly's  fhips  under  your  com- 
mand 'y  and  having  the  flrongeft  de- 
iire  to  attend  to  ail  the  complaints 
of  the  fcapien  of  his  Majefty's  na- 
vy, and  to  giiint  them  every  juft 
and  reafonable  redrefs ;  and  havin^^ 
confidered  the  difference  'of  *  the 
price  of  the  necef&ries.  of  life  at 
this  and  at  that  period  when  the 
pay  of  ftanen  was  efUbtiihed,  we 
do  hereby  require  and  <iUre6t  your 
Lordfliip  to  .take  the  fpe^ieil-.ii^e* 
thod  of  conumunicating^otiie  fWot, 
That  we- have  refolvod  lo  n^cpn^ 
mend  it  to  his  Majefly,  to  propofb 
to  Parlaunent  to  increafe  tne.wi|g»s 
of  feamen  in  his.  Majefly *s  navy  .i|i 
the  following  propprtions,  viz. 

T^addfwr  killings  per  monii  t^^ie 
wages  cfFet/y.OJk^ers  aadJikSeamm: 

Three  Shillings /nr  nrnnth  i9tiivia§fs 
^Ordmay  Suinmf  and 
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T«»  JbAny/  fir  umA  »  At  «Mg«r 

That  ^*t  have  trfolVed,  that 
teamen  WoUnded  in  z&Xon  (hall  be 
eoniinuM  in  pay  until  their  wounds 
are  healed,  or  until,  being  declared 
vnferviceid>le9  they  fhallrcceive a 

Ernilon,  or.be  feceived  into  the 
^al  Hoipital\at  Greenwich;  and 
fhat  \wnMg  a  peife^  confidence  in 
Hie  aeal,  loyalt}%  andliourage  of  all 
Hie  leamem  in  the  fleet,  fo  generally 
•xprcflU  in  their  petition,  and  in 
Iheir  eafoeft  4efire  of  iervinc  their 
country  wUh  that,  fpirit  whi^  al* 
«vav8  fo  cniaently  diAinguiiiied 
Bntifli  feamen,  ^we  have  c6me  to 
dlit  refoiutton  the  jiMrieadily,  that 
the  Aamen  nay  have,  as  early  as 


pefitle,  all^oppl>rtunity  of  (hewing 
<keir  goel^diipeClvMei  ^  retarn<» 
ffm  their  duty*,  ai  it  may  be  ne* 
7  that  the  fleet  (hpuU  fpeed* 
ut  to  fea,  to  meet  the  enemy 
te  eeuntiy. 
Given  under  our  bands,  at  PortA 
mouth,  18th  April,  1797. 
BraKCKE, 
AancK, 
W.  YovNo. 

r«  ihi  Riik  ffmomraUB 
Ltrd  Bndfmt. 

Thb  Seambns  Rbplt. 
WE  received  your  JLordfliipS 
anfprer  to  our  petition;  and  in  or- 
der to  convince  your  Lordihips, 
and  'the  nation  in  general,  of  our 
moderation,  beg  leave  to  offer  the 
Mowing  remarks  to  your  confi- 
derarion,  viz.  —'That  there  never 
has  exifted  but  two  orders  of  men 
in  the  "bavy,  able  and  ordinary, 
dier^ore  the  dif>inAion  between 
•  eedinary  and  landmen  is  totally 
uew^  we  therefore  humbly  propoie 
to  your  liordflups^  that  the  oU  re- 


fttblions  be  adhered  to :  that  the 
wages  of  able  feamen  be  raifcd  to 
one  fluliing  per  day,  and  that  of 
petty  ofiicers,  and  the  ordinary,  in 
the  ufual  proportion :  And  as  a  fur- 
ther proof  ot  our  moderation,  and 
that  we  are  ^dhiated  by  a  true  fpirit 
of  benevolence  towards  our  bre- 
thren, the  marines,  who  are  not 
noticed  in  your  Lordfliips  anfwer, 
we  humbly  propofe  that  their  pay 
be  augmented,  while  ferving  on 
board,  in  the  fame  proportion  as 
ordinary  feamen.  This  we  hope 
and  truft  will  be  a  convincing  proof 
to  your  Lordihips  that  we  are  not 
aAuated  by  a  fpirit  of  contradidion« 
but  that  inT  earneftly  Wifli  to  put 
a  (needy  end  to  the  preient  a^dr. 
We  bee  leave  to  (btte  to  your  Lord- 
(hips,  me  peniions  from  Green- 
wich College,  which  we  eamefUy 
wifli  to  be  raifed  to  ten  pounds 
per  annmn ;  and,  in  order  to  main- 
tain which,  we  humUy  propofe  to 
your  Lordihips,  that  every  (earaaa 
employed  in  the  merehant  fervice, 
in(^eaa  of  fixpence  per  month, 
which  he  now  pay»,  (hall  hereafter 
pay  one  (hilling  per  month,  which, 
we  truit,  will  raile  a  fund  fully  ade- 
quate to  the  purpofe;  and  as  thb  in 
tune  of  peace  muft  be  paid  by  your 
petitioners,  we  truft  it  will  give  a 
convincing  proof  of  our  dtfintereft- 

ednefs  and  moderation: We 

would  alfo  reconunend  that  this  re- 
gulation be  extended  to  the  feamen 
m  the  fervice  of  the  £aft  India 
Company,  as  we  know  by  experi- 
ence that  there  are  few  faiiors  em- 
ployed by  them  but  who  have  beeA 
m  the  Royal  Navy ;  and  we  have 
feen  them  with  our  own  eyes,  after 
ficknefs,  or  odier  accident  has  dif- 
abledthem,  without  any  hope  of 
relief  or  fupport,  but  from  their 
former  fcnricea  ini  the  navy  .-*As  to 
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ponfiotis :  That  tbty  be  augment. 
edto  fixteen  ouncM  to  the  pound  of 
i>read  and  mealj  chccfe,  butter,  and 
Cquor  in  propprtion,  of  a  beUer  qua^ 
lity^aiidafiifficientquitntity  of  vege* 
tables;  and  that  no  flour  be  ferved 


on  board  any  of  bis  Majefiy's  (hips' 
We  have  alio  refolved,  that  all  fea* 
naen^  marines,  and  others,  ferving 
in  his  Majefty 's  fiiips,  (hall  have  th« 
full  allowance  of  pirovifions,  with«c 
but  any  deduction  for  leakage  or 


with  freih  beef.    And  we  further   wafte;  and  that  until  proper  fieps 
beg  teaVe  to  inform  your   Lord*    can  be  jaken  for  carrying  this  into 


fliipSy  that  it  isunanimoufly  agreed, 
that  until  the  grievances  before 
flated  are  redreiled,  and  an  a£l  of 
indemnity  pafled,  we  are  deters 
inined  not  to  lift  an  anchor :  And 
the  grievances  of  particnkr  ihips 
aiuft  be  redrefled. 

Given  under  our  handii  the  De- 
legates of  the  Fleet,  on  board 
the  Queen  Charlotte,  at  Spit« 
head,  AprU  19,  17^* 

if  tie  Cmmfimnt  fir  exeewimg  ik 
Qffia  ^  Lord  Higk  Jdmir^  ^ 
Greta  Bnimm  mdlrdandy  &<• 

HAVING  taken  into  confidera- 
tion  a  paper  containing  feveral  re- 
nrtfentanont  from  the  feamen  of 
bis  Majefty'a  iiups  at  Spithead,  re- 
fpe^ng  an  advance  of  their  wages, 
and  being  defirous  of  granting  them 
every  requeft  that  can  wiSi  any 
degree  of  reafon  be  complied  with, 
we  Ittve  refolved  Xq  recommend  it 


effeft,  ihort-allowance  money  fhall 
beiMud  to  the  men,  in  lieu  of  die 
dedudion  heretofore  made  \  and 
that  all  men  wounded  in  adion  fhall 
receive  their  full  pav  until  theic 
wounds  fliall  be  Jieeled,  or  untiL 
bein^  dechu^  incurable,  thev  ihaK 
receive  a  peniion  from  the  Cneft  at 
Chatham,  or  (hall  be  admitted  inta 
the  Royal  Hofpital  at  Greenwich. 
And  vour  Loraihip  is  hereby  re* 
quired  and  dueded  to  communi* 
cate  this  our  determination  to  th« 
Captam  of  each  of  bis  Majef^'a. 
ihips  under  ]foitr  orders,  direding 
him  to  make  U  known  to  the  fhip'% 
company  under  his  command,  and 
to  inform  them,  that  ihould  they  her 
infenfible  to  the  very  liberal  oflfera 
now  made  to  them,  and  periift  ii^ 
their  prefent  difobedience,  they 
muft  no  longer  expeA  to  enjoy 
thofe  benefits  to  which  by  their  for- 
mer good  conduA  they  were  en« 
titled :  that  in  fuch  cafe,  all  the  men 


tp  his  Majefty,  that  an  addition  of  now  on  board  the  fleet  at  Spithead 
ilve  (hillings  andfixpencej)ermonth    (hall  be  incapable  of  receiving  any 


be  made  to  the  waees  of  petty  of- 
iicen  and  feamen  belonging  to  his 
Maje(fy's  navy,  which  will  make 
the  wages  of  able  (eamen  one  (hil- 
ling per  day,  dear  of  alldeduftions; 
an  aibition  of  four  (hillings  and  fix- 
pence  per  month  to  the  wages  of 
every  ordinary  feaman;  and  an  ad- 
dition of  diree  (hiUines  andfixpence 
to  the  w^es  of  the  kndmen;  and 
that  none  of  the  allowance  msude  to 
Ihe  marines  when  on  (hore  (hall  be 
fiopped|  on  their  .being  embarked 


fmart-money  orpenfion  from  fho 
Cheft  of  Chatham,  or  of  being  ad* 
mitted  at  any  time  into  the  Roval 
Hofpital  at  Greenwich ;  and  that 
they  muft  be  anfwerable  for  the 
dreadful  confequences  which  will 
nece(&rily  attend  their  continuing 
to  tran(grefs  the  rules  of  the  fer« 
vice,  in  open  violation  of  the  laws 
of  their  country.  On  the  other 
hand,  he  is  tA  inform  them,  that  we 
promife  the  moft  perfed  forgive* 
nefs  of  all  thit  \m  pafied  on  this 
QS  occa.* 
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occafion  to  ctcry  ftiip's  compziiy 
who,  within  one  hotr  after  the 
communication  to  them  of  the  abo^'^e 
flientioncd  refolutions,  ihall  return 
fo  their  duty  in  every  particular, 
and  ihall  cealc  to  hold  nirthef  intet'- 
dourfe  with  any  men  who  cohtintic 
in  a  ftate  of  difobedience  and  mu-* 
dny. 

Given  u  ndcr  our  hands  at  Portf- 
mouth,  the  20th  of  April, 
1797. 
(Signed)'  Spekcer, 

Arden, 

W.  YOUKC. 

To  the  Ri^it  Hm.  Lard  BrU/torn 

Answer  of  the  Seamew. 

%  thi  Right  Hcmurable  the  Lords  Com* 
mijMiers  rf  the  jldmiralty, 

WE  the  feamen  and  marines  in 
and  belonging  to  his  Majefty's  fleet 
flow  lying  at  Spithead,  having  ns- 
ceived  with  the  utmoft  fatisiactioh, 
and  with  hearts  full  of  gratitude, 
the  bountiful  augmentation  of  pay 
sind  provifions  which  your  Lord- 
diips  have  been  p!eafed  to'fignify 
fliall  take  place  in  future  in  his  Mk- 
jefty's  royal  nav}',  by  your  order, 
which  has  been  read  to  us  this 
morning,  by  the  Command  of  Ad. 
miral  Lord  Bridport  j 

Your  Lordflups  having  thus  ge- 
neroufly  taken  the  prayer  of  our 
feveral  petitions  into  your  ferious 
confideration,  you  have  given  fatis- 
Tfe^lion  to  every  loyal  tuid  well-dif- 
pofcd  feaman  and  marine  belong- 
ing to  his  Majefty*s  fleets :  and, 
from  the  aflurance  which  your 
Lordlhips  have  given  us  refpe«ing 
fuch  other  grievances  as  we  tiiought 
right  to  lay  before  you,  we  are  tho- 
roughly convinced,  fhould  any  real 
grievance  or  other  caufe  of  com- 
plaint arile  in  future,  and  the  lame 
I 


be  hid  before  youi^  Urdflilpt  in  a 
re|plar  manner/we  afe]>t6rfeftly.&'* 
tt^«i  that  your  Lonlftiips  will  pay 
tttry  ttttehtiDif  to  a  number  of 
brave  men  who  ever  have,  and 
^ver  wi!I  be,  itxkt  and  ^hfd  to 
their  King  and  tounfiry; 

But  we  bfeg  leave  to  remciMi  yoHf 
Lordflrips,  fhslt'it  is  a  firm  refohi* 
tbn  that,  until  the  ftodr  in  port  be 
removed,  die  vogetabks  Uid  pen- 
fions  augmented,  the  g^evances  of 
private  fhips  redre(fed,  aft4L6^  pafi^ 
ed,  and' his  Majsily's  gracioiB  par« 
don  for  the  fleet  now  lying  at  Spit- 
head  be  granted,  thti  ^  fleet  will 
ikoi  lift  an. anchor:  dnd  this  is  tlie 
total  and  ^oal  aofwer* 

Jfiril  22^  17?7. 

J  PmUtmationfir/mJimi^^ii  Se^ 
men  emd Marines  ffik^  SamiJ*^  rf^his 
Mtaefy's  fket  JUniemd  ffl  Sfdiiead^ 
euiave  heennilty  ^  ajt  Ad  ^Mu^ 
tifty  Of'  Difobedtence  efOrtkrs^  or  onj 
Breach  or  i^egkSl  ff  Duty  \  and  taw 
*  Jhally  u/im  Notijitari^  "rffiich  FrocUf 
fnalion  on  hoard  their  YeOte^Hve  Sh^i^ 
re/uinhthe  regular  anaordinaiy  Vif* 
charge  of  their  Duty. 

GsoegeR. 

UPON  .  report  of  the  Lord* 
Commiflioners  of  the  Admiralty  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  feamen  aiid 
Marines  of  the  fquidfOn  of  our 
fleet  'llitioned  at  Spithead,  jind  of 
the  meafurcs  taken  by  thfe  faid 
Lords  Commiflioners  in  <onfi>- 
quehce  thereof;  and,  iti  order  to 
inanifeft  our  d^fire  to  gi^e  due  en- 
couragement to  all  thofe  %tflio,  fliall 
return  to  the  regular  tfid  pHJttarr 
difcharge  of  their  dofy,' ^ccovding 
to  the  rules  and  prtifti'ciJ  of  the  na- 
vy ;  -we  have  thought  fit,  by  tlie  ad- 
vice of  our  priVy  cbtmtil,'  '\xi  ifltie 
this  our  royal  prcelamation,  ittA  d« 

hereby 
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hereby  prqmik  our  moft  gocious 
mrdgn  to  all  feamen  and  marines 
leiring  on  board  the  faid  fquadron, 
who  i&Il,  ujMn  notification  hereof 
on  board  their  refpedive  ihips,  re- 
turn to  t^e  regular  and  ordinary 
difcharge  of  their  duty :  a^id  we  do 
^rebf  declare,  that  ajil  fuch  ijeamen 
^d  i^arines  fg.  retiiraing  to  their 
du^,  iball  be  diiehar^ed  ^ni}  releaf- 
«d  Ir^in  9M  profecutions,  imprifon- 
jnen&,  and  penalties  incurred  by 
n^fpn  of  any  aA  of  mutiny  or  dil- 
«rbedie<ice'  of  orders,  or  any  breach 
,4>r  neglej6t  pi  duty  prcvioufly  com- 
jQittod  by  them,  or  any  of  (hem. 
.  •  Qiven  at  our  coprt  at  Wind- 
,^  .  £or>f  the  twenty -fecond  day 
•  >  >  of  April,  one  thoyiand^  fe* 
, ;  v/CA  hundred,  ynd  ninety ^fe- 
(.  .  ven,  and  in  the  thirty^fe- 
.  venih  ypar.of  our  reig,n. 

cop  SyiVfi^T^^  JKIMG, 

foft^  ^<f*9i!^i  Sf  f^  P^ands.of  thi 
,.  ^,.    ^  Sailors. 

Art.  \4L  THAT  cYdry  iadul- 
^gettce  gfanted  to  thcifleet  at'Portf- 
«icnith'  be  gra&ted  to  his  Mar^e^'s 
iiibj^  ^ETving  tathe  ilettat  the 
Nord,  and.  places  adjacent. 
'  adl'  That  every ,  11190,  upon  a 
Anp^i  coqpng  .into,  hdrbmic,  ihall 
hav&libcvty  ^arertaia  number  at  a 
time^ib;  as  not  to  injure  the.iliip's 
dlity)  to  go  ^aiid  fee  their  friends 
and  tenijies,  a'bonvcAiient  .tone  to. 
lbii;aUotaedto^«ach  AMa. 
^  Sd.'Tbat  all  /hSfa^  ,Moxe .  tiiey 
f^tr£eBt^  ihali^fae  pad  fljLarwan  of 
.yagc»4bnrn  to  fix  mioimis,  acconb- 
iBg-tolheQkindes.1  /  ^  ', 
^  -^lh.ThatJU)ofl[icenidnathafibeeli 
imned  .out  vf.any  of.iusLMaiiay^ 
JMps  ihall  .be  employ  «db  iipr  Iha  fymt 
^Bupk^ffinii,.  without  the  .boii&ht  -of 
Ihe^pfs  eompany.  r 
7'  6ikL  ThMt  when  jtokfjai  )oa$MA' 
ie%.'s  ihip$  ihall  be  paid,  that  may 


have  be^nibme  time  incQmmiffioQ^ 
if  th/sre  are  any  preiled  men  on 
board  that  may  not  be  in  the  regu- 
lar courfc  of  p^iymcnt,  they  fliall  ro- 
iccive  two  months  advance  to  fur- 
nilh  them  with  neceilaries. 

6th.  Tiiat  an  indemnification  be 
noade  any  men  who  run,  and  may 
now  be  in  his  Majefty*s  naval  fer- 
vice,  and  that  they  ihall  not  be  lia,- 
ble  to  be  taken  up -as  deferters.      : 

7  th.  That  a  more  equal  (fiilribi^- 
tion  be  made  of  prize-money  to  the 
crews  of  his  Majeily's  ihips  and 
yeflcls  of  war.  • 

8tb.  That  the  articles  of  war,  a^ 
;iow  ei>forced,  require  various  alte- 
rations, feveral  of  which  to  be  cx- 
puagjed;  therefrom  j  and  if  more  xno- 
dcrate  ones  were  held  forth  to  fea- 
men  in  general,  it  wo>ild  be  the 
mejins  of  taking  off  that  terror  and 
prejudice  againil  his  Majeily's  fer- 
vi(;e,  qn  that  account  too  frequent 
ly  imbibed  by  ieunen,  from  enter- 
ing vo^un^u^ly  into  the  fervipq.' 

The  committoe  of  dele^tes  .of 
the  whole  fleet,  ailembled  m  coun- 
cil on  bo%rd  hi$  Majefiy's:  fhip 
Sandwichi  have  uxtanim<»u%  agreed 
that  they* will  not^  deliver  up  theJ/- 
charge  until  the  appeat^c^  gf 
,fome,of  jthe  Lords  ConKniihonejijs 
of  the. Adiniralty  to  ratify  the  jTame, 
GivjBfi.oa  board  his,  Majeftv'fi 
:    fliip  Sandwich,  by  t^e  delc« 

:  *  '  gaff&qf  the  fleets  Ma^r  20th, 

.    'lUcj^Ai^n  Farksk,  President. 

.-:     r>  t  -.    ■'  *  -       :*     '    :• 
Aifuxr^fttm  \the  Lords  'Cmtniifikndrs  tf 
'      •  •      >fhe  Admiraify.  y .     . 

ToVii'Seojrteii  and  Marines  of}iis  Md^ 

jefl/s  "SKihs  and  VeJlfels  at  th'Nort^ 

.  dnd  at  Sfieernefs.' 

-^  }       "        -III    ,.  y 

.     .;  "  i     SksmB/syMa^  92^  rf£h: 

^ .  In  pusfu«|c6  of  dnfeitfcivninuni- 

catcd  to  me  by  the  Lords  Commif- 

Q  3        V  iionen 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


f46     ANNUAL  REGISTER,   l^9^. 


fioners  of  the  Adminltyi  1  am  £• 
reeled  to  acquaint  the  crews  of  hb 
Majcfly's  ihips  and  veiTels  at  the 
Kore  and  at  Sheemefs,  that  after 
the  very  liberal  attention  of  his 
Majefly,  in  cncreafing  the  wages 
and  provifions  of  the  Teamen  and 
marines  in  his  Majefty 's  fcrvicc,  for 
Vhich  they  have  in  general  ex- 
preffed  thcmfetves  not  only  (ktisfied, 
but  highly  grateful,  their  Lordihips 
arc  extremely  furprifcd  to  find  the 
feamen  and  rnarines  of  his  Majcfty's 
ihips  at  the  Nore  and  Sheemefs 
fhould  be  ftiU  in  a  ftate  of  difobedi- 
ence,  and  bringpnff  forward  itirther 
reqiiefts.  Their  liordihipa  there- 
fore haye  commanded  me  to  inibrm 
yon,  that  fince  all  that  oouM  rea^* 
fonsAAy  be  expe^ed  by  the  feamen 
and  marines  has  been  already  grant* 
ed  them,  their  Lordihips  cannot 
accede  \f;i  any  fuch  requ^ft.-*  With 
refpeft  to  tnc  fir(t  article  of  the 
conditions,  prefented  by  the  feamen 
and  marines  at  this  port;  their  Lord- 
ihips direft  me  tP  infenn  you,  as 
has  already  been  explicitly  dechr- 
ed^  th^t  ail  a^ditioRal  albwances  of 
wages  and  provifions,  and  every 
other  regulation  announced  at 
TortfmouUi,  have  been  eftablilhed 
by  his  Majefty's  order  ia  council, 
and  by  a6t  of  jparKament,  and  ex- 
ten^d  toallleamen  and  marines 
in  his  Majefty's  fcrvicc.— That  with 
Teiped  to  the  feoond  article  of  the 
faia  conditions,  the  nature  of  the 
fervipe  in  tsme  of  war  fioes  not  ad- 
mit of  the  men  having  leave  to  go 
to  ilnsir  iapilli(69,  expepi  vod^  v^ry 
particular  pir<:umflancQa,  of  which 
the  capt^in^  or  other  fuperior  oC* 
cers  aloife  cao  judge. --That  widi 
refpea  to  the  third  and  fifth  arti- 
cles, the  fliip's  company  (hall  be 
paid  in  the  manner  pointed  out  in 
the  fevrnal  aA^  of  parliament  at 


prefent  in  force  for  the  encourage* 
ment  of  feamen  and  marines  em* 
ployed  in  his  Majcftj-'s  fcrvice,  aa 
they  always  are,  unlets  fome  verf 
urgent  neccfiity  prevents  it  5  but  as 
it  ever  has  been  the  pni^cc  of  the 
fcrvicc  to  fliew  attention  to  thofe 
who,  with  the  true  (pint  of  Britifli 
feamen,  vohmtarily  ftand  forth  ia 
defence  of  their  countiv,  their 
Lordihips  rre  dcfirous  of  ^ving 
every  poffible  encouragement  to 
volunteers;  and  it  is  not  tfieir  in^ 
tcntion  to  dtrcft  that  advance  ihould 
be  paid  to  impreilcd  men.— With 
rcfpcd  to  the  fourth  article,  all  ai^ 
rangements  concehiing  the  officenT 
to  be  employed  in  the  ihips  of  the 
fqindron  muft  be  fettled  ^y  *^ 
Admiral  or  Comiinanding  Oiiicer 
for  the  dme  being,  conibrmabljr  to 
the  inftrudilons  pt  their  Lordihips, 
according  to  the  drcmnilanccs  of 
each  particukr  pUce,v.That  with 
refpe&  to  tlie  iixth  aftiole,  if  it 
Ihould  be  his  Majeity*s  pleafure  to 
paidon  all  who  mav  have  defoted 
mm  his  Service  ic  tne  navy,  it  a«<t 
be  th^  effca  of  hb  Maje^'a  ^vjpl 
elemeacy  abne,  and  not  or  any  re^ 
ouifition ;  that  although  their  Lordr 
inips  thought  proper  to  go  to  Portfr 
mouth  for  the  nurpofe  of  obtaiaing 
more  perfoft  mformation  of  ^ 
grievances  which  the  feamen  aad 
marines  in  general  mi^ht  have  to 
reprefent,  and  of  adoptmg  mcA  ex* 
peditioufly  fuch  meaiures  as  vaiAk 
be  neoei&ry,  lud  granting  luch  &• 
thar  indulgBBOef  as  mi^  vtader 
■their  fituanoa  onore  comfertibla, 
and  enable  them  better  to  mmda 
for  the  fuppoit  of  tfadr  fomUioa,  no 
ifimilar  reaionexiibfor  tlieir  taking 
fuch  aflep«a  the  prefont  oocafion. 
«*-Tfaat  the  reprdfentations  mpda 
at  Portj(mouth  hive  been  fidly  eon* 
fi^effd,  and  tiie  regulations  coadeia 
conieauenc^ 
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Mnfcraence  haf€  ilrariy  beeft  ex* 
tended  to  the  whole  flee^  and  efbu 
biiflied  by  the  hijrheft  authority. 
Tiieir  LordOuiH  Uerefore  difeA 
me  to  acquaint  you,  thai  it  is  to  me 
and  19  the  oflioen  under  whom  you 
ierve,  that  fliip'i  compainies  are  to 
look  up,  to  whom  tnek  petilkms 
are  always  to  be  .  prefonted,  and 
through  whom  their  lionUhipt  de^ 
teiminationa  are  |o  be  eirpeded. 
It  is  their  Lordihips  dircaion  that 
I  fluHild  alfo  inform  yen  that,  not* 
witbfianding  41  tbatyou  have  daac, 
his  M^^fty's  moft  gracious  pwdon, 
ind  their  Lordihips  order  to  ali 
•fiicers  U>  bury  in  oblivion  all  that 
haspaiied,  are  iu»w  offered  to  you ; 
wluch,  fliould  you  refufe,  you  will 
have  to  anfwer  for  all  the  melan* 
choly  consequences  which  muft  at- 
tend your  perfifiing  in  the  prcfent 
fiate  of  ditobedience  and  mutiny. 
When  the  feamen  andmarinesal 
the  Nofe  and  at  Sfaeem^is  rtBt& 
that  tiie  rdl  of  tl»  fleets  l^e  re* 
turned  to  their  duty,  and  have  pro- 
ceeded to  ieain  fearch  of  the  ene- 
mies of  their  country,  their  Lord* 
llups  have  no  doubt  that  they  will 
no  loiter  fliewthemieives  uugpnte- 
ful  for  all  that  has  fo  liberally  been 
gnmied  to  them,  bat  will  ftrive  who 
ihaU  be  firft  to  ihew  his  loyalty  to 
his  King,  and  his  love  to  his  coun- 
try, by  refcnrning  to  that  ibte  of 
obedi^ice  and  dtfcipline,  without 
which  they  cannot  exped  any 
longer  to  enjoy  the  confidence  and 
good  opinion  of  their  oouotry. 

(Signed)  CHAaLtsBvcKNEa, 

Viee*Admiral  of  the  White, 

and    Commander   of  his 

Majefty's  Ships  and  Vef- 

(bU  in  (bfi  River  Medway, 

at  (hie  Suoy  of  the 

yore« 


nod 

Kon 


Aurmfs^  Mmjf^^  Yt97. 

PURSUANT  todiredioAe  fioin 
the  Lords  Conuniflioneia  of  tlMt 
Admiralty,  trhich  1  received  thik  af- 
ternoon, J  am  again  to  call  the  aU 
tentipi)  o|  the  feamen  and  marinot 
on  boant  bis  Majefty's  ihtps  aad 
Yeflels  at  the  Nore  and  Sheemef% 
to  the  gncSous  offei:  alraedy  made 
to  theo^  an4  to  dechire  that  I  am 
inftruded  and  authorifed  by  their 
tordftiips  to  repeat  the  offer  of  a 
pardon,  which  will  include  all  of^ 
fences  committed  by  the  feamen 
and  marines  during  the  dUbiders 
that  have  and  do  prevail,  on  condi- 
tion o/  their  returning  to  their  du* 
ty.  And  when  the  feamen  aii4 
marines  above  mentbnedHhall  ifc- 
ile(ft  that' they  have  pledged  them- 
felves  to  be  perfeftly  (atisfied  with 
aodi^ide  by  the  determination' of 
their  friends  at  Portfmouth«  udio» 
fenflbie  of  the  indulgence  giaated 
to  them,  have  retuq»td  with  abKari* 
ty  to  their  duty,  and  are  now  in 
purfuit  of  the  enemies  of  their  King 
and  country,  it  \»  hoped  that  the 
feamen  and  (narines  at  this  port 
will  no  longer  fhew  themfelvet  un- 
crat^ful  ^/ ail  that  has  been  fo  li* 
berallv  gpintq),  and  which  have  fa 
CDmplc|te|y  fatisfied  the  conqianies 
of  His  ^je%'4  ihips  compofing 
the  Cbanncl  £bet  ][  but,  on  the  con*' 
trary,  th^t  tbe^  will  be  forward  in 
fbilq^ing  fo  laudable  an  example^ 
and  cheel-fully  exprcfe  their  readi- 
nefs  to  accept  his  Majeftv's  moft 
mcious  pardon,  now  offered  to 
them  afecottd-time,  and'^^o  return 
to  their  duty  like  Britilb  feajltten^ 
And  have  alio tbdr  L^hSOiipscom* 
maods  further  to  inform  you,  that 
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ihe^  ^ '  fto%  fte  the  pmpnety  or 
eX]Mh^M^t>f  their  Koulpg  a  Board 
of  Admiralty  at  Sheernefe ;  and  that 
they  do  not  Bveaa,  to  eiicourage  a 
repetition  of  demands  by  any  rur? 
Aer*e0iieeffioD;;  alfo,'  that  know 
^fls  with  the  feameh  and  ma- 
rine* of  his  Mijefly'S  fhips  and 
▼Mok  at  the  Nore  and  Sheemefs, 
m  deddo  whether  it  may  not  be 
fcrth«ir  intereft  to  reltirn  to  their 
duty,  and  thereby  avail  themfelves 
«f  bm  Mayfly's  moflr  rracious  par- 
dofit  rirther  than  expoie  themfelves 
to  thofe  confequcnces  which  muft 
IdUow  fvom  their  cotitinuancc  lA  a 
fl^loofdUbbodience.* 

f      (Signftd)  CllAKtKS  BvtKVtR^ 

Vfce- Admiral  fjff,  the  White, 


T»  thi  lards  CommiJ^oncrs  fir  executing 
'  the  Office  of  Lord  High  Jdmkal  of 
'   Gteai  Britain  and  Irelandy  Gj/c.  , 

I  AM  commanded  by  the'  Dde- 
fatba  of:  the  whole  lleef,-  afTembled 
atoooBcil.OA  boatti  his  Majefiy'^ 
Ihip  Sandwich,  to  •  mfprm  your 
Xordflnps'  that  they  hav«  received 
your  Icber  from  Admkal  Buckner, 
which  infmms  them  that  it  was 
Bot.your  lAtention  of  cihning  to 
Sheemefs.  The  fame  has  been  co'm- 
niiinitated  to  his  Majefb's  fMps 
.aod>wBflcIs  lying  here,  and  the  de- 
Icrnunation  of  the  whole  is,  that 
they  wiil  not  come  to  any  accom- 
modation until  vou  appear  at  the 
V<M^  and  redre^  oiir  grievances.  ' 
fSigncd)  RicHAKD  Parker, 
'  '     ••  Prefident. 

^  JBy  order  of  the  Committcfe  of 
J .  . '  Delegates  of  the  whole  fleet. 
Wis  M^fiy's  Ai/t  Sandwich^^ 


FROCLAMjTIOrr. 

Gkoa  OS  R. 

WHEREAS  it  has  been  repre. 
fented  uhtons,  that,  nofwiChflUnd- 
ing  the  dedanrtions  made  in  our 
name  andby  oor  authorily,  by  our 
LandaComnuifioners  of  our  Admi« 
ralty,  of  our  gracious  inteiitions  to 
recommend  to  the  oonfideretion  of 
pariiameftt  to  augment  the  wages 
aad  allowances  of  the  ieaxnen  ZA 
inarines  of  our  fleet,  which  our  gra« 
cious  intention^  and  declarations 
have:fince  been  camctl  into -efl^ 
hy  znz£tof  parliement ;  and  not* 
withftanding  the  cotmnuntextion 
made  by  our  right  tmlhr  and  ririit 
weii-beloved  coufin  and  counfeSor 
Richaid  Earl  Howe,  Admiral  of  our 
fleet,  of  our  gracious  intentions  to* 
wards  the  feamea  and  maiiiies  of 
our  fleets  fov  the  pardon  of  the 
offences  by  them  committed,  and 
durRoyai  Prochanlrti<m  thereupon, 
bearing  date  the  1  Ith  day  of  May 
inflant^  and  aotwitiHfauiding  the 
fentiments  of .  duty  and  gratitade 
with  which  the  fame  ^««re  received 
by  th&/eamen  and  marines  of  our 
other  fquadrons,  yet  tfa^  ctvws  on 
board  certain  of  our  ihips  si  the 
Nore,.have  not  oniyflnce  the  full 
onanifeibUion  of  :dl  thefe  our  grad* 
ons-  intentions  and  doelarations, 
been  guiltv  of  divers  ads  of  muti- 
ny sfnd  dilobedience' of  ofdets,  but 
have  even  proceedoi  to  other  a^ 
of.  the  moil  heinous  smd  tretffonable 
nature^  by  firing  upon*  fome  of  our 
fhips,  in  order  to  conipel  tliem  to 
fubtiiit  fo  t^eir  diltfcnon;  have 
threaMned  and  taken  (beafurcs  for 
fl»ippltigthe  commerice  bf  the  king- 
dom jkfflng  (o  andl^om  the  port  oi 
Londo!i;>  and  have,*  by  terror  of 
their  force^  dompilM  fW|^  frigates 
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tbi€BAfrom  executinga particidir 
fenricei  which,  by  our  order,  they 
were  direded  to  perfdrm.  W^, 
thinking  it  rigl|t  to  wsim  all  our 
feamen  and  marines  on  board  the 
laid  flop,  of  the  heixraus  nature  of 
the  omces.  by  them  committed, 
and  of  the  dangerous  confequencesi 
thereof  to  the  fpirit  and  diicipline 
of  the  Britiih  nirvy,  and  to  the  weU 
hrt  of  their  countiy,  as  well  as  to 
their  own  fiiety,  do  hctebyeameft- 
h  ve^mre  and  enjoin  all  our  faid 
ieamcti.aiid  maxines  immediately, 
oh  l3ho  notification  df  this  our  roy- 
al declaration,  toreturh  to  the  r»* 
gufar  dilcharge  of  tfaehrduty,  as  has 
aheadybebn  done  byihe  crews  oS 
mr.  edier  iquadrons  and  fleets^ 
ftidonedat  Portiineiuth  and  Ply«« 
mouth,  and  elfewiiere.  . 

And  whereas  we  ate  weHaAifod 
that.a  great  par^of  the  feamen  and 
marines  on  board  the  iilid  iliips^at 
tbt  KoK^  abhorand  deteft  the  bri- 
ndml  prooeedings'which  dre  (HU 
periiftod  in  on  bM^dabe  faidflups^ 
and  are  defiroustO'Tstam  tp  theit 
duty? 

Now  we,  bomg^  daCrous.to  esti 
tend  our  gracious- intentk»s  of  par* 
doH  \h  dAfuch  fopm^i  and  marmes 
fo  fefving  on  boand  bur  faid  ihips 
atdieNore,  '^^ho  maf  havcreturred 
or  fliall  return,  upon  the  noftifica* 
ibn  of  this  evr  royal  declaration, 
to  the  regular  and  onlinary  difcharge 
of  their  duty,  have  adthotvzed,  and 
do  hereby  ailthoriie  asryi  empowvk' 
o»r  find  Lords  Qommifiioners  of  out' 
Admiralty,  or  any  three  of  them^  to 
figmiy  ti»  ail'fueh  ieimm'  ahd  hia- 
rines  who'qiay  have  b^en  eoHlv  of 
any  of  tfite  treafonabio  a6b  a&reiaid^ 
oil  of  any  mutiny,  or  dtfobedicnoe 
of*  orders,  or  negleift  of .  daty,  wad 
Who  have  returned,  or  who  ihall^ 
upon  notificatioii  iiereof  on  board 
lois  rcfpcdiye  fhips,  return  to  the 


ragukr  and  di^inafy  difcbarge  of 
their  duty,  our  royal  intentions  to 
grant  to  all  fuch  feamen  and  idtfiaes 
our  moft  gi^ciotis pirdon,  audio 
promife  in  our  name  to  all  fuoh  fea- 
men and  marines  Who  have  fore-« 
turned,  or  (hall  fo  return  to  the  ve* 

Sularand  ordinary  difchaige  of  thdff 
uty,  our  moft  gracious  pardon  ac-* 
eordingly.  And  we  do  nerebv  de* 
clare^  that  all  fuch  feamen  ana  ma^ 
rines  Mrho  IhaU  have  fo  returned^ 
or  fhali  fo  return  to  their  duty,  and 
to  whom  the  laid  Lords  Commif* 
iionecs  of  our  AddEuraUy,  or  %B]r 
three  of  them,  Aalt  ib  promife  out 
patdon,  Aall  receivo  the  fame  «o* 
aonUngly,  and  ftall  be  difeharged 
and  itelemd  fpom  ail  profeeutkiiMi 
im^ifonmonts,  aad.fMtialtiea  ia* 
cvred  by  reaibnrO#  ainyof  the  a£la 
afbrefaid,  or  b)r:rca£bnof  any  aft 
of  mutiny  or  difobedience  of  ontersi 
or  isLtif  hroadi  )or  laagleA  of  duty, 
pBtiAauOtv  oonMKttfd  by  them,  ot 
any  of  them;  kendbr  docburing  at 
the  lame  time,  that  alL  fiicii  feamcia 
ted  mannes  Who-fhail  mt  take  'the 
benefit  of  thai  oilt  gfiacnmsfwcdon^ 
Iball,  from  hsodifopth,  be  codfi^ 
dncdas  liable^  apcndnig  to-*«he 
nature  oltbetrctfenoes;  to&ichpu* 
oilhmeht  as*  ^eariiclobof"warand 
tibo  law  haw:^RnDiM*ibr..  the 
iame»        t         .  .  i  .       /  . 

GivvK'  at  oitr  lOouit  at  -fiaint 

James's,     the .  TweKty-^fib* 

venjdi  Dhy^  pi- M^ry  3797, 

—    •     2nthe>TJiirty*(fiBvcniK  Year 

/  M     of  our-Rciffh^ii 

:By  hisMa^e%^}Oammaad,  ' 

."  '  ••Fo&TLAHW. 

Order  f  the  Lords  of  Ai'AM^al^j 

''  to  the  Commander i  pf  }di  Mniefiy*s 

fiet.  •  '•  * 

.  WHEREAS  froothedilBQfitiaii 

lately  ihewn  by  the  feamen  belong- 
ing 
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hkf  to  rereral  of  hU  M«fe<h'*#  fliipi, 
h  IS  become  hi^ly  neceflkiy  that 
the  ftrideft  tttention  fliocld  be 
paid  by  all  officers  in  his  Majefty's- 
iiayal  ierviee,  not  only  to  their  own 
condu^,  but  to  the  condn^  of  thofe 
who  may  be  under  their  orders ;  the 
more  effedually  to  infure  a  proper 
fubordination  and  difcipline,  and  to 
prevent,  as  far  as  may  be,  all  dif> 
content  among  the  feamen,  your 
liOrdihip  is  hereby  dire^M  to  be 
particuUurbr  careful  to  enforce^  fo 
tor  as  the  ume  may  depend  on  von, 
tad  tb  pve  onien  to  the  ollicen 
•nvployed  undtr  ymr  command  to 
enforce  aH  the  rmlaAioas  for  tbe 
prefervaliea  of  docile  and  ffood 
order  in  his  Majeftf^a  navy,  wMeh 
m»  at  pretetelUUihed  for  that 
puffpofe :  *-  And  you  an  more  ef  * 
peckUy  tp  gUro  unc  following  di* 
feAionSi  viz. 

That  die  Flag  OCeers  of  tho 
Iquadron  under  jmu  command  do 
frequently  mufler  die  crews  of  ^ 
Ihips  beloogiBg  to  their  refpoAivQ 
divifiona;  that  the  Ci^taiiis  and 
Commanders  of  tbe  |Ups  and.vef* 
febof  your  Iquadnm  never  be  ab« 
fent  themfidvcs,  tor  allow  any  off* 
cers  under  thehr  orders  to  be  abfent 
from  on  board  thefar  refpe^ve 
fhips  for  twcaty*fo«r  hours  at  one 
time,  without  our  permiffion^  or 
lea\^  obtained  £rom  yourfelf  for 
ChatpurpoTe. 

That  all  Ffa^t  OficefS»  Captains, 
and  other  officers,  do  wear  their 
refpe^ve  unifbrms,  not  only 
whtlft  they  aieon  boud  the  fUps  to 
which  they  belongs  but  alfo  when 
they  are  on  fhorelAt  or  near  any 
fea-port  town. 

iV^.^c  Captains  and  Comman- 
ders of  his  Majeftv's  fhips  and  vef- 
fels  do  caufe  the  Articles  of  War  to 
be  read  on  board  their  rdpeffive 


ihips  to  the  companies  thereof,  a|' 
leail  once  in  every  month,  agree* 
ably  to  their  inftrudions;  thatthe^ 
alfo  fee  that  dio  arms  and  ammuni- 
tion beloneing  to  the  marines  be 
conilantly  kept  in  good  order  and 
fit  for  immediate  iervice,  as  well  in 
harbour  as  at  iea;  and  that  they  arein 
future  to  be  very  careful  to  rate 
thoir  ihips  oompanies  according 
to  the  merits  of  the  men,  in  order 
that  thofe  \)i4o  may  not  be  dcferv- 
ing  thereof  may  not  ^jecdw  the 
pay  of  able  or  ordinary  icamett. 

That  particular  atlentito  be  paid 
lo  the  regubtioas  relating  tft  the 
eutthqr  iqp  of  frefh  beef,  thai  diofce 
pieces  be  nover  puipofisly  fejeaed 
fer  theofficeraiiom  that  which  is 
cut  up  iior  the  flitp's  company  i  and 
that  choice  piooes  of  Alt  meat  be  ne* 
iw  taken  for  the  oSoen  out  of  th« 
tnborvvflUima  which  it  may  be 
ferved  to  the  f^jp^  oompai^. 

That  ofBoen  do  not  fetoft  catos 
of  die  beil  wise  or  4Mfita  for  tlMir 
own  ufe  from  thofe  intended  for 
the  fhip's  coomeny^  nor  oxchaMO 
any  wine  or  ^rits  oif  their  own  loc 
that  which  hU  been  fent  on  board 
for  the  ufe  of  the  fhip. 

That  die  Captains  and  Coo^ 
manders  of  his  Majefty's  fhips  do 
fbidly  enjoin  the  Sumons  be- 
longing to  their  refpe£ve  fhipa 
not  to  take,  out  of  the  Aiip  any  p«tft 
of  the. medicines  or  neceAries  in- 
tended for  dieufboftbe  fick,bot 
firidly  to  apply  them  to  thepvrfu^ 
fes  for  whidi  they  were  font  "on 
board. 

That  the  Captuns  and  Con- 
manders  of  his  Majefty's  fliips  be 
particularly  attentive  to  the  con- 
dud  of  the  men  under  their  com- 
knand,  and  that  they  be  ready  on 
the  furil  appflaranre  of  mutiny,  to 
uie  the  mm  vigorous  a^ans  to  fup- 
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press  it,  aod  to  bring  the  ringleaders 
to  pufiishroent« 

Given,  Sec.  Jst  of  May,  1797. 

By  the  Pommissioneri  far  erecwing 
the  CfficeojLord  High  Jdmiral  of 
Great  BrUahi  and  Ireland,  ^c. 

WHEREAS  hM  Majesty  has  been 
most  graciously-pleased  to  issue  hh 
royal  proclamation,  dated  the  llth 
iustant,  and  thereby  ta  declare  that  all 
such  seamen  and  marines  on  board 
any  shipjs  of  the  fleet  who  may  have 
been  guilty  of  any  act  of  mutiny^  or 
disobedience  of  orders,  or  naglect  of 
duty,  and  who  have  returned,  or 
shall,  upon  notification  of  such  his 
Majesty's  proclamation,  return  to  the 
regular  and  ordinary  discharge  of 
their  duty,  shall  be  discharged  and 
released  from  all  prosecutions,  ira- 
prisonmentt,  and  penalties  incurred 
by  reason  of  any  act  of  mutiny  or 
diaobedtenoe  q£  orders,  or  any 
breach  or  neglect  of  duty  previ- 
ously committed  by  them,  or  any  of 
them. 

And,  whereas  itip  our  intention, 
that  on  no  occasion  hereafter  the 
minds  of  the  seamen  andmarineato 
whom  the  benefit  of  the  said  procla- 
mation has  been  extended,  shall  be 
disquieted  by  any  reproof  or  re-^ 
proach  in  rcsiject  of  all  or  any  such 
acts  of  mutiny,  disobedience  of  or- 
ders, or  breach  or  nrglect  of  duty 
as  before  mentioned,  but  that  a  total 
oblivion  of  such  ofiences  should, 
as  far  as  possible,  obtain  in  conse- 
<]«cncc  thereof  5  we  have  therefore 
thoaght  fit,  by  these  our  orders,  to 
signify  such  meaning  and  intention 
to  I  he  several  Flag  OfBcers.  Cap- 
tains. Commanders,  and  all  their 
siibordinateofficers  in  the  fleet ;  and 
tbey  are  hereby  requifed  and  direct- 
ed to  conform  to  these  oar  orders 
und  luteiitions  accordingly. 


Given  under  our  hands  the  1-itl) 
day  of  May,  1797. 

Spencer. 

GAMBiES. 
t!IoUNG.  , 

To  the  several  Flag  Officers, 
Captains,  and  Commanders 
of  his  Majesty* s  Fleet, 
By  command  ef  their  Lordships. 
Marsden. 

BT  THE  KING — A  Proclamation  for 
tlie  Suppression  of  the  Mutinous  and, 
Treasonable  ProceeSings  ofthepreues 
of  certain  of  our  Ships  at  iheNore^ 

George  R. 
•WHEREAS,  upon^he  represent 
tation  of  our  Lords  CommiNsiouers 
of  our  Admiralty  respecting  the  pro« 
ceediogs  of  the  seamen  and  marines 
on  board  certain  <^  our  ships  at  the 
Nore,  we  were  pleased  to  command 
our  said  Lords  Commissioners  of  our 
Admiralty  to  signify  to  the  said  sea* 
men  ^nd  marines  our  gracious  inten** 
tions.  expressed  in  our  Royal  Deda* 
region,  under  our  sign  manual,  bear* 
ing  date  at  St.  James's,  the  twenty « 
seventh  day  of  May  instant: — IHert 
tJieProclafnaiionrf  cites  v^hatim  that 
alreadypullished,  signedPotiXLAH6} 
And  whereas  our  right  truaty  and 
right  well-belbved  cousin  aod  coun* 
sellor.  Cfeorge  John,  Earl  Spencer, 
our  trusty  and  well-beloved  Charles 
George,  Lord  Arden.  of  our  king- 
dom of  Ireland,  and  W«  Young,  Esq. 
Rear-Admiral  of  the  White,  being 
three  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of 
our  Admiralty,  did  cause  our  gracious 
intentions,  expressed  in  such  our  de» 
claration,  to  be  signified  to  the  crews 
of  our  ships  at  the  Nore.  and  did  re- 
quire such  crews  to  return  to  tlicir 
due  obedience  accordingly  :  And 
whereas  it  has  been  represented  to 
us.  that  some  of  the  cr»vrs  of  our  said 
ships  haVebeen  desirous  of  returning 
to  their  obedienoe  accordingly^  but 
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have  bfcn  prevented  from  so  doing 
by  violeiice  :  and  other  of  our  ships^ 
in  the  actual  discharge  of  their  duty^ 
have  been  fired  upon,  and  aitempts 
have  bee?  made  lo  prevent  some  of 
pur  ships  *  r  m  proceeding,  according 
to  the  orders  of  their  Ccfimanders. 
And,  whereas,  snoh  continued  per- 
severance in  rebe  Ho  s  and  treason- 
able attempts  against  our  croiwnand 
digni^,  alter  repeated  admonitions 
and  ofti Ts  of  our  gracious  pardon, 
Tcrder.  it  necessary  for  us  to  call  on 
all  our  loviDg  subjects  to  be  aiding 
and  assisting  in  repressing  the  same  ; 
we  have  thought  tit,  by  the  advice  of 
our  privy  council,  to  issue  this  our 
Royal  Proclamation  ;  and  we  do 
hereby  strictly  enjoin  and  command 
all  our  admirals,  generals,  comnianr 
ders,  and  officers, of  our  forces  by  6ea 
and  land,  and  all  magistrates  whati* 
JBoever,  and  all  others  our  loving  sub- 
jects, that  they,  in  their  fceveral  sta- 
t  ir)n 8,  do  Obetheir  utmost  endeavours, 
according  to  law,  to  snpnress  all  such 
mutinous  and  treasonable  proceed- 
ings^ and  to  use  all  lawful  means  to 
bring  the  persons  concerned  therdn^ 
their  aiders  and  abettors,  to^ustice  : 
And  we  do  hereby  strictly  enjoin  and 
command  allourlovin^^bjectswhat- 
Boev^r,  tioi  to  give  any  aid,  comfort, 
gssis  tance  or  encouragemenf,whatso» 
ev^r,  to  any  person  or  persons  con- 
cerneii  in  any  such  mutinous  ©r  trea- 
isonable  proceedings,  as  the3Fwill  ans- 
wer the  same  at  their  peril  j  andalso^ 
(o  the  utmost* of  their  ^ower  and  ac- 
cording to  law,  to  prevent  ail  other 
persons  from  giving  any  such  aid.  as- 
^istanctt  comfort  or  enbouf^ement 

rroclapuUion  ly  (kdtr  of  ike  Diike 
*  of  York  J  announcing  ike  iaereaseU 

Pay,  apfid  other  jddvantjeges  con^ 

Jerri  d  on  the  Army,  ■ 

WHEREAS,  over  and  above  the 
.  provision  madcj  fi>r   clothings  for 


Chelsea-hospital  for  lodgings,  and 
for  medical  assistance;  and,  likewise, 
over  and  above  the  allowance  ot 
beer,  and  other  artides,  provided 
in '  barracks  and  quarters,  and  of 
bread  pfovided  at  a  reduced  rate  in 
camp,  the  private  soldier  of  infantry 
of  the  line,  serving  at  home,  hercr 
tofore  received  the  pay  of  sixpence 
per  day,  \yhicb,  t<^ther  with  the 
sum  of  twopence  farthing  *  per  day, 
granted  to  him  by  his  mdjesty*8  war- 
rant for  establishing  and  consolida- 
ting certain  other  allowances  btely 
given  him,  amounts  to  the  sum  of 
cightpence  farthing  ;  his  majesty, 
having  been  graciously  pleased  to 
take  the  same  into  consido^tion,  is 
pleased  to  direct,  tkat,  under  the  fol- 
lowing regulations,  there  shall,  from 
the  25th  of  this  present  month  of 
May,  be  paid  to  each  private  soldier 
of  infantiy,  in  addition  to  the  said 
sum  of  eightpence  farthings  the  far- 
ther sum  ^  threepence  three-far- 
things,  making,  in  the  whole,  the 
sum  of  one  shilling  dailj.  Out  of 
this  advance  of  pay,  the  soldier  is  to 
pay  the  extra  price  of  bread  and 
meat,  now  paid  by  the  public,  which 
atpresent  amounts,  up^  an  average, 
to  the  daily  sum  of  pne  penny  three 
farthing,s  ;  so  that  the  neit  increase 
in  future  to  each  soldier,  will  be  two- 
p^ice  per  diem. 

With  respect  tq  the  disbursement 
of  this  shilling  per  day,  his  Majesty 
has  been  pic  ased  to  order  that  a  sum, 
not  e^^ceeding  four  shillings perweek, 
shall  be  applied  towards  the  expenoe 
of  the  |oldier*s  mess,  (including  ve- 
getables, &c.)  unless  he  himself  shall 
choose  to  appropriate  a  farther  part 
of  his  pay  to  that  purpose  : 
'  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  one 
shilling  and  sixpence  a  week,  shall 
be  retained  for  necessaries,  tp  be  ac- 
counted for,  as  usual,  monthly:  That 
the  rcav^icder  of  his  pay,  aiupunt^jj 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


ST  ATE-P  APER  S. 


S5S 


to  one  sbllling  and  sixpence  per- 
vretk,  shall  ht  paid  to  the  soldier^ 
subject  to  the  accostoined  deduction 
for  (washingf  and  articles  for  cleaning 
his  clothes  and  appointments  :  And 
his  Majesty,  out  of  bis  royal  bounty, 
is  farther  pleased  to  order  ^nd  direct, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  soldier — That, 
in  c  imp,  he  shall  receive  the  sum  of 
fivepence  farthing  per  week,  being 
the  dilference  between  the  allow- 
ance and  value  of  bread  ^nd  beer, 
in  quarters,  or  barrack,  and  the  ordi- 
nary (increased)  supply  of  bread  in 
camp  :— That  if  meat,  of  the  quality 
proper  to  be  provided  for  him, should 
exceed  the  priiifC  of  sixpence  per 
pound,  or  bread,  of  the  household 
quality,  the  price  of  one  penny  half- 
penny per  pound,  such  extra  price 
shall  oe  allowed  by  the  public,  upon 
a  quantity  not  exceeding  three  quar- 
ters of  a  pound  of  meat,  and  one 
pound  of  bread,   per  day  for  each 
man  : — ^That  when  any  soldier  shall, 
with  the  approbatiot)  of  his  com- 
raanding  officer,  provide  himself  with 
£>dgiogs  and  the  several  articles  of 
(tnall  .beer,  &c.  to  which  his  billet 
would  entitle  h^n,  he  shall  receive 
the  same  allowance  as  the  publican 
would  have  been  entitled  to,   under 
such  baiet 

His  M^esty  is  farther  pleased  to 
order, — ^Tliat  thepay  and  allowances 
to  a  drummer,  shall  be,  daily,  thir- 
teen-pence  farthing  5 — ^That  the  pay 
andallowanpes  to  a  corporal  shall  be, 
daily,  fourteen -pence  farthing  j — 
Ihat  the  pay  and  allowances  to  a 
8eijeant  shaU  be,  daily^^  eighteen- 
pcnce three  farthings: 

His  Majesty  is  farther  pleased  to 
order,  that  the  pay  ^nd  allowances 
of  the  invaliJU  shall  be,  daily, — ^To 
a  private,  e^ven  pence  farthing  5— 
to  a  drummer^  thirteen  peace  far- 
thing j— to'  a  coipofal,  thirteen- 
pencc  three  farthings ;— tto  aaeijeant, 
Eighteen  •pence  farthing  i-^und  t^ft 


the  seijeants,  drummers,  imd  piiivats 
men  of  the  militia  and  fencible  ui- 
fimtry,  shall  be  placed  on  the  same.  ' 
footing!  Tcape'ctively,  as  those  of  the' 
line.  H  is  Majesty  is  farther  pleased 
to  order,  that  the  likenett  addition  of 
twopence  per  4iem  shall  oe  made 
to  all  his  soldiers,  serving  out  lof 
Great  B;*itain, 

Field-marshal  the  Dnke  of  YorkHf 
happy  to  announce  the  King's  gra- 
cious intentions  towards  the  whole 
of  hvs  army. 

His  Hoyal  Highness  rests  assured, 
that  these  new  instances  of  the  Jibe* 
rality  of  parliament  and  of  his  Ma«- 
jesty*s  paternal  care,  will  rivet  that' 
affection  for  their  king  and  countzy, 
which  has  ever  been  the  pride  of 
British  soldiers  -,  and  that  a  contina- 
ance  in  steady  discipline  and  honour«^ 
able  conduct  will  meiit  those  gra- 
cious favours  that  have  been  re- 
peatedly shewn  them. 

On  this  occasion,  his  Royal  High- 
ness cannot  but  add,  that,  however 
incredible  it  may  appear,  that  ther6 
should  exist  a  wretc^,  so  lost  to  ho- 
nour and  humanity,  as  toleaguc  with 
the  enemy,  and  to  aim  at  the  utter 
ruin  of  his  country,  yet  there  are 
certainly  many  desperate  persons, 
who  have  persevered  in  methodizing 
treachery  and  v  sedition  ;  and  who, 
under  specious  and  delusive  pre- 
teppet,  taking  the  advantage  of  un- 
guarded piioments,  have  endeavour- 
ed to  seduce  soldiers  from  their  duty, 
and  render  them  accomplices  in  their 
treasons,  the  direct  object  of  which 
is  universal  confusion  and  rapine,  and 
the  overthrow  of  that  happy  system 
of  religion  and  government  secured 
to  us  by  the  blood  of  otir  ancestors ; 
and  which,  for  so  many  ages,  has 
rendered  Britain  the  admiration  and 
.envy  of  the  world  1 

HTs  Royal  Highness  is  convinced^ 
that  the  love  and  attachment  of"  the 
soldier^  to  his  king  and  coontty,  ate 
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firnaoduDshakeQ:  amd  tt>at«  bold- 
fw  is  dbborreuce  all  base  aod  scan- 
'  daWs  attempts  to  shake  his  loyalty 
iad  true  afl'ection,  eveiy  good  soldier 
will  repel  with  iodignstion^  the  in- 
'st^gators  of  such  wFckedness,  and 
g^oiy  in  the  opportun'tty  of  exposing 
thera  to  the  exemplary  justice  of 
tlteir  insilUcd  country. 

By  command  of  field- marshal  bis 
Kojal  Highness  the  duke  of  York. 
William  Fawcett, 
Adjutant-geuerai. 

lonJw  Gaxeiit  Extraerdinary, 
fVedne^day,  June  7. 
Ji  the  Court  at  the  Qufen's  House, 
June  &,  1797,  Present,  The  Kings 
Most  Excellent Mnjestyin  CtninciL 

WHEREAS,  by  an  act  passed  in 
the  presentsession  of  parliament^  in- 
tituled, *' An  act  for  more  effeviual- 
••  ly  restraining  intercourse  with  the 
*'  crews  of  certain  of  his  Majesty's 
**  ships  now  in  a  state  of  mutiny  and 
•'  rebellion,  and  for  the  more  effectual 
**•  suppression  of  such  mutiny  and  re- 
•*  belliou,"  it  is  enacted.  That  it  shall 

'^  }fe  lawful  for  the  commissioners  for 
executing  the  office  of  Lord  High- 
Admiral,  or  any  three  or  more  of 
thea»,  being  thereto  authorized  by 
order  of  his  Majesty  in  council,  to  de- 
clare tbeci:ewofany  of  his  Majesty's 
ships  who  have  been  guilty  of  acts  of 

.  mutiny  and  rebellion,  and  who  still 
persist  therein,  and  also  the  crew  of 
any  otlierof  his  Majesty's  ships,  who 
shall  beguilt^  of  any  of  the  like  of- 
fences, to  be  in  a  state  of  mutiny  and 
rebellion ;  and,  by  such  declaration, 
to  warn  all  his  Majesty's  faithful  sub- 
jects to  abstain  from  all  communicar 
tion  or  intercourse  with  the  crews  of 
the  said  ships:  And  it  is  farther  enact- 
ed, that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said 
commissioners,  or  any  three  or  morC 
of  them,insuch  manner  as  lus Majes- 
ty shall  authorize  and  require,  to  ac- 
cept the  submission  of  the  crew  of 


ai^  Sibtp  which  shall  bavebeeo  so  de- 
clared to  be  in  a  state  of  Quitiny  and 
rebellion,  or  of  any  person  or  persons, 
part  of  such  crew,  or  of  any  person  or 
persons  on  board  of  anyof  such  ships, 
or  to  declare  any  such  person  or  per- 
sons  to  have  returned  to  tbeir  duty, 
and  thereupon  tp  declare  the  person 
or  persons  whose  submission  shall  be 
so  accqited,  or  whoshall  be  so  declared 
to  have  returned  to  their  duty,  to  be 
exempted  and  relieved  from  all  or  any 
of  the  penalties  and  forfeitures  in  the 
said  act  contained,  in  such  manner, 
and  under  such  terms  andrestrictions, 
as  his  Majesty  shall  think  fit : — And 
whereas  tbesaidLordsCommissiooers 
have  represented  to  his  Majesty,  that 
k  appears  to  them  that  the  crews  of 
the  ships  hereinafter-mentioned,  that 
is  to  say,  the  Sandwich,  Montagu, 
Du-ector, Inflexible,  Monmoutb,  Bel- 
]iquieux,Stanuard,Lton,  Nassau,Re- 

?ulse,Grampus,ProserpiQe.  Brilliant, 
ris.  Champion,  Comet,  Tysiphone, 
Pylades,  Swan,  and  Inspector,  have 
been  guilty  of  acts  of  mutiny  aod 
rebellion,  particularly  by  taking  tlie 
command  of  the  said  ships  from  his 
Majesty's  ofiicers,  by  combining  to 
obstruct  the  trade  an^  navigation  of 
the  port  of  London,  and  by  other  acts 
of  the  most  heinous  nature,  and  that 
some  of  such  crews  had  actually  fired 
on  divers  of  his  Majesty's  ships,  and 
thai  all  the  said  crews  still  persisted  in 
such  their  amtiny  and  rebellion :  His  | 
Majesty,  in  pursuance  of  the  powers 
vested  in  him  by  the  above-recited 
9ct^  is  hereby  pleased,  by  and  with  the 
advice  of  the  privy  council^  to  autho- 
rize, and  by  this  his  order  in  council 
dolh  ^Luthorize  the  said  Commission- 
ers for  executing  the  office  of  Lord 
High  Admiral,  or  any  three  or  more 
of  them^  to  declare  the  crews  of  tlie 
said  ships  to.be  in  a  stale  qf  muiiny 
and  re^Uion.  and  to  warn  all  his 
Maj^ty's  faithful  subjects  to  abstain 
'fyom  all.  communication  or  inter- 
course 
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motk  with  the  crtxif%  of  the  faid 
ihips,  in  the  manner  dire^cd  by 
theikidaa. 

And  his  Majcfty  is  hereby  far- 
ther |Jeafed|  with  the  advice  afore 


ble,  Monmoutti,  Belliqueax,  Stand- 
ard, lion,  Naflaii,  Repulfe,  Gram^ 
pus,  Proierpine,^  firiUiant,  Iris, 
Champion,  Comet,  Tyiiphone,  Py^ 

.  ^      lades,  Swan,  and  Infpedor,  having 

faid,  to  anthoriee  and  require  the   been  jguilty  of  a^  of  mutiny  ana 
fiud  Commifioners,oraay  threi)  or   rebellion,   and  perfifting  therein. 


more  of  them,  to  accept  the  fub 
niffioA  of  the  crew  of  any  of  the 
£ud  fliips,  or  of  any  perfon  or  per* 
fons,  part  of  fuch  crew,  or  of  any 
perfon  or  perfons  on  board  of  any 
of  the  (kid  (hips,  or  to  declare  any 
fuch  perfon  or  perfons  to  have  rcr 
turnei  to  their  duty;  and  there- 
upon  to  declare  the j>erfons  or  per- 
fon, wfaofe  fubmimon  (hall  be  fo 
accepted,  lor  who  (hall  be  declared 
to  have  returned  to  their  duty,  to 
be  exempted  and  relieved  from  all 
•r  any  of  the  penalties  and  for 


are,  and  are  to  be  deemed  and  taken 
to  be,  in  a  (late  of  mutiny  and  re- 
bellion :  And,  in  further  purfuancc 
of  the  provifions  of  the  faid  ad, 
we  do  hereby  warn  all  his  Majefty's 
&ithful  fubjeAs  to  abfiain  from  all 
communication  and  intercoiirfe 
with  the  crews  pf  the  faid  (hips : 
And  we  do  herebv  notify,  that,  by 
virtue  of  the  iaia  ad,  any  perfoa 
who  (hall  wilfully  and  a^vifedljf 
rhave  any  communication  or  inters 
courfe,  whether  perfonally  or  bv 
letter,  medage,  or  otlierwife,  with 


in  fuch  manner^ and  under  fuch 
terms  and  reftridions  as  his  Majef- 
ty  fhall  think  fit. 

W.  Fawkensa. 


feitures  in  the  uid  ad  contained,    the  crew  otany  of  the  (aid  fliips^ 
-'  ''  ^      -  ,        .      /.    .     pr  tvith  any  perfon  or  perfons  be* 

ing  part  of  fuch  crew,  or  with  anj 
perion  who  ihall,  after  this  davt 
remain  on  board  any  of  the  find 
(hips,  will,  on  convidion  there^f^ 
be  adjudged  guilty  of  felooy,  and 
fuffer  death:  And  alfo,  that  anv 
perfon  who  ihall  wilfully  and  ad* 
vifedly  in  any  manner  fupply  and 
comfort  or  aflifi  fuch  crew,  or  any 
part  thereof,  or  any  perfon  remain* 
mg  on  board  any  of  the  faid  fhips, 
after  this  day,  will,  on  convidion 
thereof,  be  adjudged  guilty  of  fe- 
lony, and  fufier  deiUh :  And  alfo. 


(t.  s.) 


By  the  Commtjffimiers  fir  execute 
ing  thevffice  ffhwaHt^Ad^ 
mtral  tf  Great  Britaim  mid 
IreUmd^  ^c. 


BY  virtue  of  an  order  of  his 
Majefly  in  council,  .bearing  date 
the  6th  day  of  June  inflant,  and 
in  purfuance  of  the  provifions  of 

an  ad  pafied  in  the  prefeut  feflion  ivuj,  «aiu  Auu«:t  u«hu  i  ^uu  «uv, 

of  parliament,  entituled  *^  An.aA  that  from  and  after  this  jday,  all 

for  tn«0e  eSedually  reffaraining  in-  wages  and  other  allowances  pay* 

tercourfe  with  the  crews  of  certain  able  to  the  crews  of  the  faid  mipf 

of  his  Majefty's  ihips  now  in  a  fbte  will  ceafe  and  determine,  and  m 

of  mutiny  and  rebellion,  and  for  no  longer  payable ;  and  that  they 

the  more  effedusd  fupprefiion  of  will,  reipedivelyy  from  thenoeforth, 

fuch  mutiny  and  rebellion/'  wc  do  forfeit  and  lofe  all  wages,  and  othdr 


hereby  declare,  that  the  crews  of 
hisMjijcfly's  (hips  hereinafter  men- 
tioned, that  ii  to  fay,  the  Sand- 
wich, M^nugu,  Diredor,  Infiexl- 


allowances,  and  all  fhares  of  prizes 
then  due  to  them  refpedively,.in4t 
all  benefits  ajxd  advantages  to  wbic|i 
they  might  otherwife  be  ontitldl 
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fmm  Gwcnwfch  Hoipitd,'or*ihe 
Chefl:  at  Chatham,  and  ah  other 
benefits  and  advantages  whatfberer 
towhidi  they  xta^hi  otherwife  be- 
eiititled,  in  confequence  of  their 
hftving  (erved  as  ieamen  or  marines 
on  board  his  Majcftj's  (hips ;  and 
Ifcat  all  pcrfotis  voluntarily  remain* 
ing  on  Doard  any  of  the  raid  fiiips, 
after  having  had  knowledge  of  tfcs 
tieclaration,  wHl,  on  convrftion 
thereof,  be  adjudged,  guilty  of  pi- 
racy and  felony,  and  ^vill-  fufrer 
rfeath. 

•  And  whereas  the  penalties  of  the 
ftid  ad  do  not  extend  to  fuch  com- 
munication or  intercourfe  with  the 
ftid  crews  as  may  be  carried  oii  by 
<Jur  order  or  authority,  or  by  the 
Ardcr  and  authority  of  fuch  perfon 
lirperfons  as  may  be  authorized  by 
«  to  grant  pernjiflion,  and  give 
difeAions  in  that  behalf,  we  do 
Itercby  fadtify,  thiat  we  have  au- 
thorized Charles  Btickner,'  Eiq. 
Vfec-Admiral  of  ihe  White,  and 
Commander  in  C  hief  of  his  Majefty 's 
fiilps'and  veflels  in  the  river  Med- 
Vay^and  at  the  Buoy  of  the  Nore, 
to  liold  comtnumcation  or  inter- 
fecfttrfe  with  the  (aid  crews,  and  to 
krant  pcrmiffion,  and  give  dneftions 
mthat  behalf.  And' we  do  further 
notify  arid  declare,  that  we  are  au- 
thorized by  his  Majcfty,  in  purfu- 
ance  of  the  faid  a6t,  to  aiccept  the 
lubmtffioabf  the  crew  of  any  of  fhf 
feid-  fhips,  or  of  any  perfon'  or  per- 
foni  on  board  of  any  fuch  fhips, 
«nd  to  declare  any  fuch  perfon  or 
J)erfohs  to  have  returned  to  their 
Aify,  and  thereupon  to  declare  the 
perfertor  perfons  whofe  fubmiffidn 
Ihairbe  fo  accepted,  or  who  fliall  be 
I0  dechired  to  have  returned  to 
^heir  duty,  to  be  exempted  and  re- 
9tteved4rom  all  or  any  of  the  penal- 
'4ies  and  ferfeitux^  in  the  fkid  w£t. 


Given  under  our  Ifiuids  and^^e 
Seal  of  the  Officeof  Admiral- 
ty, this  7  th  day  of  June, 
1797. 

S^BKCBR,  Ph.  STBPBCtfS, 

^kDEN,  J.  GaHBIBR, 

Cha.  8.  Pybus,  W.  Yowwg. 
H.  ScYMOua, 
By  commaad  of  their  Lordships, 

EvAtr  NSMAK. 

Co/if  (fth  Ruks  and  Orders  tifer^otd  Ij 
the  Saikus  during  the  Mutiny » 

RUI.£S  ANp  ORDERS. 

1.  Every  fliip  fliall  diligently  keep 
a  quarter  watch ;  and  erery  man 
fouod  below  in  his  watch  Hudi  b# 
fcvQfeiy  puoiflied. 

52.  Evory  ihip  finll  give  three 
cheers,  montiag  md  erening. 

S.  No  woman  ffaali  be  permitted 
to  go  on  ihort  from  any  ihip;  but 
as  niaay  jxiay  come  in  as  pleale* 

4.  Any  perfon  .atiemptiiig  to 
bring  liquor,  into  the  iliip,  or  any 
perfon  found  drunk,  (hall  be  fevere- 
ly  punifiiedu  -    - 

5.  The  greateft  attention  to  be 
paid  to  the  officers  orders;  any 
perfon  faiFing  in  ihe  relpe6^  due  tc» 
them,  or  negle<fting  their  duty,  ihall 
be  (everely  punifhed. ' 

i6.  Every  feaman  and  anvine 
^udl  take  an  oath  ef  ^fidelity,  not 
Anly  to  themfeives  bi^  to  tlM'fleet 
in  general.  > 

7.  No  fhm  ihall  lifttiietr  attcfaors 
to  proceed  from  thk  pdrt^  tmtil  Ibo 
<Iei!ires  of  the  fleet  \x,  iatisfiedrf 

6.  That  there  be  no  liberty  given 
from  ihip  to  fiiip  till  all  are  fettled. 

No  private  letters  to  be  feat  on 
ihore. 


Irish  pAtLi ambkt* 

idtjfagt  Mikxxti  the- 1*62*  efj^tfaiasy 

/rem 
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/mn  hts  EsCteUetuy  the  Ltrd  JJiutmant 
'^ Ireland  h  Mi  Hwfis  tfTarliament* 

I'HAVE  it  in  tommand  from  his 
Majctty  to  acquaint  the  Houfe 
of  Common^  that  his  Majcfty  feels 
the  deepefl  regrcft  that  his  endea- 
vours to  pfeferve  peace  with  Spain, 
and  \Q  adjuft  all  matters  in  difcuf- 
fion  with  th^t  coiirt  by  an  amicable 
ne|;otiatxon9  ^xx^^  beeii  rendered  in- 
efi^Aiial  by  an  abrupt  And  unpro- 
voked declaration  of  wa^  on  the  part 
of  the  Catholic  King. '  His  Majefty; 
at  the  faihe  time  th*at  he  finc^refy 
laments*  this  addition  to  the  (^Ikmi^ 
tics  of  viraU',  alreadjr  extending  over 
Id  great  a  part  of  ftiJropfe,  lias  the 
SitisfafHon^o  refle£^,,that  noihinfi; 
has  been, omit  ted  on  his  pairt.  whicn 
could  contribute  to  the  mainte- 
nance of  peace,  oft  gi'ouiids  confid- 
ent with  the.  honour  of  his  crown 
and  the  interelts  of  his  domiiiions  : 
and  he  (riiftS  that,  under  the  pro* 
tfe^Hon  of  Divine  Providence,  the 
firmnefs  and  wifdom  of  his  parlia- 
ment will  enable  Juni  efFedUally  to 
repel  this*  unprovoked  aggrefiiou, 
ajid  to  afford  to  all  Europe  an  addi- 
tional proof  of  the  fpirit  and  rc- 
fources  of  hl^  Majefty's  kingdoms  J 

I  am  alfo  commanded  by  Sis^  Ma- 
jefly  to  acquaint  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  that  his  ^^jefly  feek 
the  utmoft  ooacem  that  his  eartieft 
endeavours  to -effect  the -redoration 
of  peace  have  been  unh^jnly  fruf- 
trat^,  and  that  the  negotiation  in 
which  he  was  engaged  has  been 
abruptly  br(»ken  oH^by  the  peremp; 
tory  renifal  of  (He  French  govern^ 
ment  to  treat,  except  upon  a  bafis 
evidently  inadmiflible ;  and  by  theif 
havine  in  confequence  required  his 
Majcffy's  Plenipotentiary  to  quit 
Jaris  within  forty-eight  hours. 

I  have  directed  the  feveral  mc« 
Vol.  XXXIX. 


moriais  and  papers  which  haveVon 
exchanged  in  the  courfe  of  the  late 
.difcuilionr  and  the  account  trani^ 
mitted  to  his  Majefty  of  its  final  rcr 
fult,  to  be  bid  before  the  Houfe. 
From  thefe  papers  his  Majefty  trufli 
it  will  be  proved  Xq  the  whole  world* 
that  his  condu61:  has  been  guided 
"by  a  finccrc  deftrc  to  effect  tnorer 
ftoration  of  peace  upon  principles 
fuited  to  the  relative  Situation  o/ 
the  belligerent  powers^  and  efleur 
tial  for  the  permanent  intereft§  of 
his  kingdoms,  and.the  gjfneral  ffo^i 
rity  pf  Europe,'  whilft^is  enemies 
"have  advanced  pretenfions,  at  oncp 
Inconfiftent  witn  thofe  obje6b,  un- 
fupportabfe  ^ven  on  the  grounds 
on  ^hich-  they  were  protei&d  to 
reft,  and .  repugnant  both  to  *  thb 
fyftem  cftabliflied  by  repeated  tre^ 
ties,  and  to  the  principles  and  xkracr 
tice  which  have  hitherto  regulated 
fhe  intercojirfe  of  independent  ns^ 
tions.  • 

In  thIs;  fituatipn'his  Majefty  hs^ 
the  confolation  of  refle£tingy  that 
the  continuaz^:e  of  the  calamities  pf 
war  can  be  imputed. only  to  tluf  ui^ 
juft  and  exoroitant  views  of  his 
enemies;  and  his. Majefty,  looking 
forward  with  an^ety  to  the  mo- 
ment when  they  may  be  difpofed 
to  aft  on  different  principles,  places, 
in  the  moan  time,  the  fuUeft  rel^ 
ance,  under  the  proteftion  of  Pro^ 
videace,  on  the  wifdom  and  firm'« 
nefs  of  parliament,  on  the  tried 
valour  of  his  forces  by  fea  and  land* 
and  the  zeal,  public  ipirit,  and  ro- 
fources  of  his  kingdoms,  for  vigo- 
rous and  effe6hial  fupport  in  the 
profecution  of  a  contqft  which  it 
does  not  depend  upon  his  Majefty 
to  terminate,  and  which  inrvolveft 
in.  it  the  fecurity  and  permtoent 
interefts  of  this  coulitry^  and  of 
Eiirope. 

liincerely  congratulate  theHouft 
&  of 
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of  commons  upon  the  failure  of 
the  recent  formidable  "Attempt  of 
the  French  tb  invade  his  Majclfy's 
kin^om  of  Ireland.  The  providen- 
tial difperfion  of  their  fquadrons  un- 
til his  Majefty's  fleets  were  enabled 
to  appear  upon  the  coafl,  cannot 
hal  to  imprefs  fenfations  of. awful 
and  ferioys  mtitude  for  fo  (ignal 
aninftance  of  Divine  interpofition; 
mt  the  fame  time  the  Commons  will 
cheriih  the  fatisfa^pry  reflexion, 
that  the  delufive  hopes  of  fucccfs 
inereating  diviiioh  and  in(urre<5tion 
in  the  country,  by  which  the  ene- 
my were  infp'ired,  have  been  total|. 
ly^fappointed;  and  that  the  late 
alarm  has   afforded  his  Majefty's 
fubjeAs  an  opportunity  of  teftify- 
ingy  at  the  hazard  of  their  fortunes 
'and  their  lives,  their  invincible  at- 
tachment to  the  mild  government 
of  their  beloved  Sovenpign,  aiid  the 
bleflSdes  ef  their  happjr  conflilu- 
^on.-  1  have  beheld  with  pleafurc 
the  zeal  and  alacrity  of  his  Majef- 
iy's  regular  and  miliftiry  forces,  and 
the  prompt  and  honourable  exer- 
tions of  th^  yeomanry  corps,  whofe 
-deckled  u^hty  has  been  lb  abundr 
antly  di^layed ;  while  the  diftin* 
ffuifhed   fervices  of  the  moll  re- 
4peAablc  charafters  in  forwarding 
-the  raeafnrcs  of  government, '  the 
fben^volent  attention  ftiown  to  the 
-army  by  all  ranks  and  dcfcnpfions 
<tf  perfons,  and  the  fpirited  ihea- 
fures  which  were  taken  to  fupport 

Cublic  t^rcdit,  have  made  an  indeli- 
Ic  impreflion  upon  my  mind..  It 
w&s  from  this  geneml  Ipirit  of  ani- 
■fnated  and  gallant  loyalty  that  i 
was  infpired  with  a  }uit  hope  that, 
had  the  enemy  fucceeded  in  an  at- 
ien^t  to  iand^  their  career  would 
have  been  terminated  in  total  dif- 
corftfiture,  I  hare  not  failed  to  re- 
fftknt  to  his  Majefty  this  merito- 


rious condua  of  hk  feithfiil  fubjc^ 
of  Ireland ;  and  am  expreffly  com- 
manded to  convey  to  them  his  cor- 
dial acknowledgments  and  thanks. 

His  Majcfty's  concern  for  the 
fafety  andhappinefsbf  his  people  has 
been  anxious  and  unceafing;  he  was 
prepared  to  fend  every  reqmfite  mi- 
litary affillancc  from  6rcat  Britain. 
And  his.  Majefty  is  not  without  hopes 
that  the  formidable  fleet  affanbled 
und^r  the  command  of  Lord  Brid- 
port  for  the  f>rot«ftion  of  this  king- 
dom (the  arrival  of  which  was  only 
obftruifted  by  thofe  advcrfe  ftorms 
which  have  proved  fo  dcftrucfivc 
to  the  prefent  expedition  of  the 
'enemy')  may  ftill  rail  in  with  the 
hoftile  fquadron,  and  eflfcfi  their  tOr 
tal  defeat 

At  the  lame  time,  however,  hb 
Majefty  ^fts  that  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  will  advert,  to. the  fitua- 
tion  aqdrefovrces  of  the  kingdom 
for  eftablifliin^  future  fecurity,  by 
means  proportionable  to  the  daring 
efforts  which  inay  be  expected  from 
a  defperate  enemy ;  who  having  re- 
jected every  reafonable  prppofal  for 
the  reftoration  of  peace,  is  endea- 
•vouring  to  exrfte  difafFedtion  among 
his  Majefty's  fubjeCts,  and  to  pro- 
pagate the  principles  of  anarchy  bj 
the  fpirit  of  plunder. 

Murcky  1797. 

THE  dangerous  and  daring  oiit- 
rages  committed  in  many  parts 
trf  the  province  of  tJlfter,  cv-i- 
dently  perpetrated  with  a  view  to 
Hiperfede  the  law,  and  prevent  the 
tidminiftration  of  jufHcc,  by  an  or- 
ganized fyflcm  of  murder  and  rob* 
bery,  have  lately  increafed  to  (0 
alarming  a  degree  in  fome  ports  of 

that 
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that  proTinoCj  as  to  bid  defiance,  to 
the  exertions  of  the  civil  power,  and 
to  endanger  the  ifves  and  .proper* 
ties  of  his  Majefty*s  fubjcdls  in  that 
part  of  thi;  kingdom. 

Thefe  outrages  ar^  eiicauragerf 
and  fupoorted  by  treaibnable  aflbi 
ciations  to'overtiirn  our  happy  con- 
ftitution.  Threat?  hav6  breen  held 
but  againft  the  lives  6f^  allperfons 
who  fhall  venture  to  difcovtr  fWch 
tlieir  trealbnable  ihtentionsV*  TTle 
frequent  treafonaWe  aflemblage  of 
perfons,  and  their  proceeding  by 
threats  and.  force  to  difarm  th? 
peaceable  inhabitants ;  their  endea- 
vours to  collc<fl  §r6iit  q^iatrtities  of 
arms  in  obfcure  hiding-placeS ;  their 
aflembliiTc;  by  night  to  exercife  in 
the  pra6lice' of  arms ;  their  inrtimi- 
dations,  accompanied:  by  Ihe  moft 
horrid  murders,  to  prevent  h!s  Ma- 
jcfty*s  faithful  fubje^ls  from  joining; 
the  yeomanry  corps  cftabliftied  by 
law;  their  having  fired  oh  fbme  of 
his  Majefty's  juftices  of  the  peace, 
and  threatened  with  hiurder  any 
who  (hould  have  the  fpirit  to  ftand 
forth  in  fnpport  of  the  laws,  which 
threats  have  been  recently  exera^ 
plified;  their  attacks  on  the  milita- 
ry, by  firing  on  them-  in  the  execu- 
tion of  their  duty,  —  have  fo  totally 
bid  defiance  to  the  ordinary  e*er^ 
tions  of  civil  power,  that  I  found 
myfcif  obliged  by  every  tie  of  duty 
to  his  Miljefty,  and  of  regard  to  the 
welfare  of  his  fiaithful  (Sbjeds,  to 
provide  for  the  public  fafely  by  the 
moft  effe6hial  and  immediate  appli- 
cation of  the  military  force  entrull- 
cdto  me.  -  ''       ' 

I  have  accordingly  ordered 'the 
General  commanding  in  that  pro- 
vince, to  difpofe  of  and  employ  thofe 
troops  under  his  command,  with  the 
affiftancc  and  co-operation  of  the 
yeomanry^  to  iupprefs  thefe  out* 


rages;  and,  by  feizing  upon  all 
arms  and  amnunitioa,  to  recover 
fiich  as  had  been  traitoroufly  taken 
from  his  Majefty^s  troops  and 
others,  And  more  cffe^ally  to'de- 
f<SaX  ihe  evil  defigns  of  thofe  who 
hkd  endangered  the  public  fafcty. 

I  haVe  the  fatisfaftion  of  inform- 
ing you,  that  by  the  firm  and  tempe- 
rate cooduA ottht  General, and  th6 
troops  under  him,  and  the  zealous 
co-operation  of  ihe  yeomanry  corps, 
a  very  confiderable  number  of  arms 
has  been  taken;  and  I  am  encou- 
raged to  hope  that  a  cOntinuaLtion 
orthe  fame  vigorous  meafjfes  will 
give  confidence  to  the  well-difpol- 
ed,  and ,  reftore  to  the  civil  power 
its  conftitutional  authority,  which 
it  has  ever  been  my  wifh,  and  fhall 
be  my  ftrenuous  endeavout  to  ftip- 
port  with  energy  and  efFedt. 

Meffagt  Mwtrtd m  the  llth  tf  A/tril^ 

Camden. 

Gentlemen,  .     . 

IN  purfuance  of  the  refolutioa 
entered  ittto  by  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons oh  the  1ft  of  March,  1797, 
for  raiiing  towards  the  fupply  grant- 
ed to  his  Majefty  the  fum  of 
3,395,6971.  upon  the  terms  therein 
mentioned,  I  have  given  fuch  di- 
fe^ons  as  appeared  to  me  moft 
proper  to  earry  the  fame  into  exe- 
cution ;  and '  I  am  forry  to  inform 
you  I  hat  it  is  found,  after  the  mofl: 
diligent  endeavours  exerted  for  the 
purpofe,  that  the  fum  intended  to 
be  raifed  by  the  faid  refolution  can- 
not b?  obtained  according  to  the 
terms  thereof.  I  therefore  thought 
it  incumbent  on  me  tbat  this  Houfe 
fhould  be  made  acquainted  there- 
with, not  doubting  that  the  Com- 
K2  mons 
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mons  of  Ireland,  attentive  to  the 
honour  of  his  Majefly!s  govcm- 
inent,  and  to  the  fafety  of  the  king- 
doniy  will  take  fuch  meafure^  as  fhSU 
\)G  mod  prudent  to  carry  the  in- 
tention of  that  fijQtary  refolution 
in  effeft.  C. 

Mejige  delivered  m  the  Q9tk  tfJpilf 
ll^xfhm  the  fame. 

Camdek. 

^ '  UPON  infcMtnation  of  the  meet- 
ings of  ccrtjun  perfons,  llyling 
thcmfelves  United  Iriflimen,  for 
the  purpofe  of  concerting  plans  for 
the  fubveriion  of  the  constitution, 
and  of  the  efhiblifhed  government 
of  this  kingdom,,  two  committees 
in  the  town  of  BelfEdd  have  been 
arrefted,  and  their  papers  feiz^d: 
they  contain  matter  of  fo  much-im- 

r:>rtance  to  the  public  welfare,  that 
have  direAed  them  to  l>e  laid  be- 
fore the.Houfeof  Commons;  and^ 
recommend  it  to  t)iem  to  take  the 
fame  into  their  ferious  confidera- 
tion.  I  ihall,  in  thfe  mean  time, 
purfue  thofe  itieafures  which  have 
received  your  fandion  and  appro- 
bation with  unremitting  vigour, 
and  employ  the  force  entruiled  to 
me  in  the  mod  efficient  manner  for 
the  prote6iion  of  his  Majofty's 
iaithnil  fubjeds  againfl  all  treafon- 
able  defigns,  and  for  bringing  to 
condign  punifhment  thofe  who  are 
endeavouring  to  overturn  the  con- 
"  dilution,  and  betray  this  country 
into  the  hands  of  her  enemies. 

Proclamatiwi  hy  General  Lake. 

Belfafi  March  13,  1797. 

WHEREAS  the  daring  and  hor- 

.    d  outrages  in  many  parts  of  this 

.   rovince,     evidently     perpetrated 

#  ith  a  view  to  fuperfede  the  laws 

i 


and.  the  adminiftration  o£  judice 
by  an  organized  fvdem  of  murder 
and  robbery,  have  mcreafed  to  fuch 
an  alarming  degree  as,  £roin  their 
atrocity  and  extent,  to  bid  defianoe 
to  the  civil  power,  and  to  endanger 
th«  lives  and  properties  of  his  Ma- 
jcdy's  faithful  lubje^b.  And  where- 
as, the  better,  toefife^k  their  traitor- 
ous purpofes,  ieveral  perlons  have 
been  enrolled  under  the  authorityr 
of  his  Majedy's  commiifions,  at^ 
others  have  been  forcibly  and  tiai- 
toroudy  deprived  of   their,  arms; 
it  is  therefore  becomenndifpeniably 
necei&ry,  for  the  fafety  ana  protec- 
tion of  the  well-difpoied,  to  inter- 
pofe  the  King's  troops  under  my 
command:  and  I  do  hereby  give 
notice,  that  I  have  received  autho- 
rity and  directions  to  aft  in  fuch 
manner  as  the  public  fafety  may 
require.    I  do  therefore  hereby  en- 
join and  require  all  p^ons  in  this 
didrift   (peace-officers   and    thofe 
fervinsin  a  military  capacity  ex- 
cepted) forthudth  to  bnng  in  and 
furrender  up  all  arms  and  ammuni- 
tion which  they  may  have  in  their 
^  poflelfioni  Id  tne  officer  command- 
ing the  King's  troops  in  their  neigh- 
bouriiood.    I  trud  that  an  immedi- 
ate compliance  with  this  order  may 
render  any  a&  of  mine  to  enforce 
it  unnece&ry.    Let  the  people  fe- 
rioufly  refieft,  before  it  is  too  hie, 
on  the  ruin  into  which  ikcy  are 
-rudiing;'— let  them  refieft  upon 
.their  prefent  profperity,  and  the 
.miferies  in  which  they  will  inevita- 
bly be  involved  by  periiding  in  a^s 
o/pofitive  rebellion,    lictuem  in- 
dantly,  by  furrendering  up  their 
arms,  and  by  redoring  thoie  txai- 
toroufiy.  taken  from    the   King's 
fbroes,  refcue  themfelyes.from  the 
feyerity  of  militarji  aiitho^t/.    Let 
all  tlie  loyal  and  well  uttentione^ 
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\A  togeCher  with  energy  and  fpirit, 
n  enforcing  fnbordination  to  the 
aws,  and  reftoring  tranquillity  in 
heir  refpcftive  neighbourhoods, 
nd  they  may  be  aflured  of  pro- 
Ci^on  and  fupport  from  me.  And 
!  do  hereby  invite  all  perfons  who 
ire  enabled  to  give  information 
ouching  arms  or  ammunition  which 
nay  be  concealed,  immediately  to 
:ommuniGate  the  fame  to  the  feve- 
ral  officers  comniandinff  his  Majef- 
ty*s  forces  in  their  refp^dHve  dif- 
tri^;  and,  for  their  encourage- 
ment and  reward,  I  do  hereby  pro- 
mife  and  engage  that  (hid  and  in- 
violate fecrecy  ihaB  be  obferved 
srith  re(pe<^  to  all  perfons  who  ihall 
make  ivch  comniunications ;  'and 
that  every  pcrfon  who  fhall  make 
it,  (hall  receive  as  a  reii'ard  the  full 
wlue  of  all  fuch  arms  and  ammu- 
nition as  fliall  be  feized  in  con- 
fequcnce  thereof. 

Signed  by  G.  Lake, 

Lieutenant  General, 
Commanding  theNorthern 
Diftria. 

Pnclamatm  cf  Lor  J  Cavan. 

WHEREAS  I  have  thought  it 
expedient,  during  the  prefent  dif- 
turbed  ftate  of  Uie  country  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  this  town,  to  give 
jwicrs  that  the  gates  of  this  garri- 
wn  (hall  be  locked  every  night, 
from  the  hour  of  eleven  till  day- 
IjgKtof  the  following  morning,  dur- 
jng  which  time  no  perfon  or  per- 
fons will  be  permitted  to  have  cither 
^^^^%  or  ecrcfs  but  on  fpecial  af- 
fairs, or  on  the  public  fervice.  This 
regulation  to  commence  on  Thurf- 
?ay  evening,  the  2Sd  inftiht ;  and 
JJJ  order  that  no  pcrfon  may  plead 
Jg^oraacc  of  the  confcquenccs  of 


attempting  to  fcale  the  walls,  I  have 
given  particular  orders  that  the  fen- 
tries  fliould  immediately  fire  at  any 
perfon  fo  attempting. 

(Signed)  Cavan, 

Brigadier  Geoecal, 

Commanding  at  Londonderry. 

Lord  BeS^mm'sJProtefi  on  the  Subjea 
of  Gaieral  Lake's  Frodamation, 

Dissentient. 

BECAUSE  I  confider  it  to  be 
the  pointed  duty  of  the  Peers,  as 
hereditary  counfellors  of  the  King, 
and  of  bis  Majefty's  reprefentative 
in  this  kingdom,  but  mod  efpeci- 
ally  the  duty  of  fuch  as  are  mem- 
bers of  his  Majefty's  Privy  Coun- 
cil, to  take  good  care  that  the  juft 
influence  and  high  authority  of  his 
Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant's 
name  be  not  brought  forward  to  the 
public  in  order  to  cpver  error  in 
any  man,  whatever  may  be  his  rank, 
chara<fter,  or  department  in  the 
ftate.  The  nature,  magnitude,  and 
impreffion  of  tlie  prelent  fubieft 
upon  the  public  mmd,  moft  emi- 
nently demands  the  facred  perform-  " 
ance  of  this  duty-— infomuch  that  I 
iliould  confider  myfelf  unworthy  of 
the  high  offices  of  truft  and  honour 
which  the  goodnefs  of  the  beft  of 
Kinra  has  from  time  to  time  moft  gra- 
cioimy  conferred  upon  me,  if  I  were 
not  At  all  times  regardlefs  of  the  con- 
fequence)  as  to  myfelf,  ready  to  ftand 
forth  between  his  Excellency  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  and  mifreprefen* 
tation  or  mtfconception.  With  rc-<^ 
gard  to  the  Icgafity  or  illegality  of 
the  proclamatwrt^^Uuded  to  in  the 
above  amendment  propofcd  by  me, 
if  any  man  at  this  day  entertains  a 
doubt  upon  the  fubjcft,  I  refer  any 
fuch  perfon  or  perfons  to  the  ojm- 
R  3  '   nion« 
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nSonsof  fome  of  the  mod  authentic 
#nd  rcfoonjiblc  lawyers  in  this  king- 
dom, cfelivered  in  the  moft  delibc- 
i:ate,  folemn,  an^  public  manner. 

.    (^^gUCd)  fi|LLAMONT* 

By  the  Lord  Deutenant  and  Cmmcil  of 
Ir€la»d.~^yf  Prockmiiim^ 
Camden. 

WHEREAS  there  exifts  with- 
.  in  this  kingdom   a  feditioug    and 
trailerous  ponfpiracy,   by  a  num 
ber  of  perfons  ftyUng  thcmfelves 
Uiiiicd  Iriflimen,  for  the  fubverlion 
.  of  the  authority  of  his  Majefty  and 
.  t^e  parliair>ent,  and  the  yieftru&ion 
of  the  eftabiiflied  conilitution  ahd 
government :  And  whereas^  for  the 
execution  of  fiich  tLeir  wicked.de- 
Hgii^  they  have  planped  means  of 
open  violence,  and  formed  fccret 
arrangements   for  r4ifinZ|  arming, 
and  paying  a  dif<piplined  ^Srce  j  and, 
in  furtherance  of  their  purpoles, 
have  frequently  aiTemble^  in  great 
and  unufual  numbers,  under  the 
colourable  pretence  of  plaiiting  or 
^f&^g  potatoes,  attending  fune- 
rals, and  the  like,  and  have  ire^ 
quently  ailembled  io  lar^e  armed 
bodies,  and  plundered  orarms  the 
]bouf<?s  of  inapfy  of  his  Majcfty's 
joyal  fubjefts  in  diflferent  parts  of 
the  kingdoqii,  s^n^   cut  4own  an^ 
carried  away  great  numbers  of  tsces, 
wherewith   to   jfiiake    handles    for 
pikes  and  other  offenfive  weiipons, 
to  arm  their  traitorous  aflbci^tc^; 
and  have  audacioiifly  ^attempted  td 
fiif^rm    the    diilri^   of  yepmfuiry 
Corp$,  era:oll^4  UQ^r  his  ^ajeily's 
pommi£iDn  for  the  defence  of  the 
realm,  and  even  fired  upon  fevcral 
bodies  of  his  Majefty's  forces  when 
.attempting  to  quell  their  infurrec- 
tion  ;  4ind  it  is  therefore^  now  be- 
ipome  neceflarjr  to  ufe  tit  iitmoft 


powers  with  which  govcrnmcBf  i 
by  law  entruftcd  for  Lhe  fupprciroi 
Ot  fuch  traitorous  aUempts :  Anj 
.  whereas  the  exertions  or  the  ciyi 
power  have  proved  ineffeftnal  foi 
the  fuppreffion  of  the  aforefaid  tra^ 
torousand  wicked  confpirac} ,  i3i 
for  the  prpteftion  of  tlie  lives  ap^ 
properties  of  his  Majefty's  faitlinsl 
lubjefts,  — 

Now  wc,  the  Lord  Lieutenant, 
.  by  and  with  the  advice  of  the  PrivT 
.  Council,  having  determined,  ^^ 
as  in  us.  lies,  toTiipprefs  fuch  dari-^g 
attempts,  and  at  the  fame  time  rlc- 
fijous  tp  prevent  the  wcU-difpclVd 
or  milled  from  falling  into  the  dkn- 
gcrs  to  which  ignorance  or  inca 
tion  may  pxpole  them,  do  by  this 
our  proclamation  forewarn  all  fuci 
to  abftain  from  entering  into  the  iiii 
traitorous  foqif  ties  of  United  Iriihj 
n>en,  or  any  of  tliem^  and  from  Tt\ 
foi  ting  to  their  meetings,  and  aiflin| 
under  their  diredkion*  or  influence. 
or  taking  or  adhering  tp  any  q 
their  declarations  or  engagements 
and  from'  fuffering  the.m  to  aflcmbW 
in  their  hoiifes,  or  in  any  (pannci 
harbouring  them. 
•    And  we  do  ftri&ly  charge  and 
command,  on  their  allegiance,  alt 
.perfons  having  knowledge  or  in- 
formation of  the  meetings  of  the 
.  faid  focieties,  or  any  of  them,  to 
givein^medjate  information  thexear 
to  fon^e'of  his^MajefVy'j  jufticcsof 
,  the  peace,  or  to  looie  c&cer  of  his 
Majefiv'i^  forces  in  tlic  neighbour- 
hood ^f  thg  place  where  fcch  meet- 
ing is  intended.    AimI  we  do  fore- 
warn all  pprfons  from  ^limiiUuous 
or**  unlawful  adenibU^y  or  from 
fpcctir^g  in  any  unufual  numbers, 
Under  u^e  plaufihle  or'  colouisbic 
pretence    aforefaid,  or  any  other 
wEauoeVerV 
Aijd  wp  cfution   his   Majc{h'>| 
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To}tJ  andloTing  frfbjd6b,  Tvheiever*  Majefty's  feiAAil  fbbjcdd,  \o  b© 
fnch  aitemUies  fliall  happen,  oj  illcKn^'sInd  affiflmg  in' fuppreffitfjf 
that  they  receive  notice  from  any  all  traHoroul,  tbimoltiKws,  and  uo^ 
magiftrates,  or  from'  the -'officers,  hwfiil  aCemblies,  and  in  briDgiiig' 
comraanding  any  body  of  Hs  Ma-'  to  piinifliment  ail'  perfenA  diirarb*'' 
jefty's  foite^,  toieep  quietly  \Hth-'  ii»g,^or  attemptkig  to'^tiHurb,  the* 
in  their  dwclBngs,  to  the  end  th^t'  pubHc  peaee.     •  •       -  •  •  "* 

tlie  well-difpofiS  mav  avoidi'thi*  '  Attd  wh<ef«a8>  We  have  reafon  tv 
mifchiefs  which  ihe  guilty  may  brin^  hDj>d  that '^ many  of  his  Waj«(hr<t> 
upon  themfdves. -:,.'..  '  ftibje^  ik4io  hajfc  joined  thetaid' 

And  it  ha$  become '  riec^ffiiyi'  traitorous  focieties^  have  doAe  ib| 
from  the  circumfhmces  before  men-'  #ithQUt  beltfg'  appnaed  of  the  ex*'  * 
tioned,  to  employ  the  military  idtct*  tent  of  their <:rime9,  and  others  ftoiiOL 
with  whidi  we  are  by  law  eniruft'-'  intimidation,  and  that  fuch  may  be 
cd,  for  the  immediate  fu|ipreffiofr  willing  tb>roturn  to  their  allegiance: 
of  fuch  rebellious  and  traitorous  at-  Now  we  being  defirouft  to  extend 
tempts  now  nicking  agmnft'  the'  his  Majefty's  pacdon  to  alt  fach  as 
peace  and  dfgmty  of  the  crown,'  arefenfibleof  their  errors,  and  wjU- 
and  the  fafety  of  flie '  lives  and  ing  to  return  to  their  aU^giance^4^, 
properties  of  his  Majqfty'^  Idyaf  hereby  promife  his  Majefty's,  par* 
iubjefts.  We  have  therefore  iflbed  don  to  ^11  fuch  perfons  fa  feduced 
the  mofl^  diretfl  and  effectual  order^  or  intimidated,  as  haVe  taken  an 
to  all  officers  commaiidinghisf  Ma--  engagement  to  the  f«id  fociefitflf  or 
jeftyVtroops*,  by  the' exertions  df  any  of  them,  who  Aul|J,pa  ov^^- 
their  utmoft  force,  to  fupprcfs  the  fore' the  twenty- fourth  day  6f^J[ui^ 
fame,  and  to  oppofe  with  their  ftill  next,  furrender  themfelvcs  toanyi 
powerall  fuch  as  fhall  relift  themr  m  of  his  Majefty's  jufticcspf  the  pcace^ 
the  execution  of  their  duty.  *   beinjg  of  the  quorum,  of  the  CQun« 

And  we  do  hereby  ftri6tly  charge  ties  m  which  they  fliall  refped&ver 
and  command -all  our  officer^,  civil  \y  refid^,  and  take  the  oath  of  die* 
and  militarv,  and  all  other  of  his  giance,  and  enter  into  fufficient  x^r 
Majefty's  loving  fubjefts,  to  ufe  Cognizance  with  two  fufficient  fure-v 
their  u'tmoft  endeavours  to  difcover  ties,  if  fureties  ftiall  bc*required  by" 
all  pikes,  pike-heads,  concealed  the  majjiftrate  before  i^hom'fuca 
gims  andfwords,  oflFeiifive  weapons,  recognizance  (hall  be  acknowledge 
or  ammunition  of  any  kind  what-i  ed  (which  recognizance  eVery  fuch 
focver.  And  we  do  hereby  charge  magiftrate  is  hereby  required  to  rc- 
and  command  all  perfons  having,m  .  turn  to  the  Aext  geheral  feffion  qJ£ 
tfieir  cttftody  pikes,  pike-heads,  pr  the  peace,  or  alfizcs,  to  be  hoklea 
concealed  guns,  fwords,  oflfenfive  in  and  for  the  county  in  which  fucji 
weapons,  or  ammunition  of  any  recognizance  fhall  be  tiken  refpec- 
kind  whatever,  to  dcliyei- up  thp  threlyj  to  beof  the  peaceandgoc^, 
fame  tp  fbme  pagiftrate  or  6fficer  behaviou^  for  the  ipace  of  leven' 
of  his  Majefty's  troops,  as  they  fliall  years,  fave  and  except  all  f^i^h  aa 
infwcr  to  the  contrary  at  their  pe*-  nave  been  guilty  of  murder,  conipi* 
nl.  And  we  do  hereby  ftricWy  jracy  of  murder,  burelary,  burnine 
^harge  and.  cbnimand  fX\  officer^,  of  houfes,  corn''  or  hay^  'flacks  '<« 
civil  and  military,  and  all  other  his   ftrav  or  nuf,  maUdopflv  digdng 
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ig^  or  ^njuiifig;  6r  icSroymg  any 

Stfitoesj  'flax  or  hciiip,.rapc  or  corn 
4uiy  kind,  planted  or  lowedr  or 
deftroying  meadows  or  faayi  mfam- 
ing^  or  houghing  of  cattle,  adminiA* 
4$^j|i  or  c^ufing  to  he-  adminifler* 
«d,  any  unlawful  oath.or.enj^age- 
mnt  taanv  of  bu  Majefty's  forces 
qr.'f&y  ^kicriplioni  or.iimting  or 
^P<^PWKging  any  ^{)erfoB  to  coinmit 
wy:  of  the  afore&id'  oSeBces  re* 
ipe^Y^ly^  and  fitrc  and  except  all 
PSifoBS joowin  cuftody. 
t  ^  Civen  at  theCounciUChamber 
: .  . .    in  Dublin,  ike  17th  day  of 
I.  ..    May^l797. 

-        QOJI  SAVa  TB6  JLIHG. 

tfe'Zflr^  Licuienmi^s  Sjke^i  vn  fro- 
If^'^i  ^^  Pofliamenty  m  the  %d  tf 
;V^»1797, 

"  '  My  Lords  and  Gentlemeo, 
•  -I  H'AVfi  the  latisfa6Hon  of  bcmg 
ft  length  enabled  to  rclicire  jou 
firoin'your  laborious  attendance  in 
jiarliaroent,  4nd  am  commanded  by 
JiJs  Majefhj  to  exprefe  the  juft  fcnfe 
He  entertains  of  that  firm  temper, 
tfiid  vigorous  determination  which 
you  have  uj?iformly  manifefteii  in 
ftpporting  his  Majefty*s  govern- 
J^e^  and  protcding  our  happy 
«mnitution  from  thealteoppts  of 
^vcry  foreign  and  domeftie  enemy,, 
I  have  much  plcafurc  in.  announc- 
ing to  you,  that  the  Britifii  parlia- 
inent  has  pafled  a6l.§  for  aboIilhiM 
tbc  bounty  on  fail-cloth  exported 
^  Ireland,  and  for  prohibiting  the 
wportation  of  cambric  from  all 
<:oimtries  except  thi3  kingdom, ' 

.  Gentlemen  of  the  Boufc  of 
Commons, 

yj  ,am  to  thank. yQv,  In  his  Msjef- 
ty's  name,  for  your  unanimity  in 
Votpg  the  extraordijuuy  fupplies 


which  the  ^Uic  «yigc»aieg  de« 
inanded.  However  unprecedented 
tbofe  fupplies  have  been  in  extent, 
and  however  difficult  they  may  havje 
been  rendered,  from  the  iCate  of 
public  credit,  you  have  wii'ely  at- 
tended to  the  fuperior  coxifideratioa 
of  mtional  iafety.  Such  an  exer- 
tion is  the  furefi  proof  that  you  are 
truly  ifeniible  of  the  invahiable  blefl*- 
ings  which  we  are  contending  to 
prefi^rve,  and  that  the  beft  means 
of  ffiefting  an  honourable  peace» 
and  of  reiloring  all  the  comforts  of 
tranquillity,  arc,  by  difplaying  at 
once  your  determination  and  your 
power,  and  convincing  your  ene- 
miet  of  th^  extent  of  your  refources 
as  well  as  of  the  fteadihefs  of  your 
eoiirage.  The  ready  affiftance 
which  has  been  received  from  the 
fifler  kingdom  in  facilitating  the 
loan  of  the  year»  whilft  it  is  a  futc 
d^monftration  of  her  friendly  cor- 
diality, cannot  fail  to  fhew  how  in* 
fepaxable  are  the  mutual  iatercfb 
of  the  two  kingdom^  and  how  ne* 
cellary  their  connection  b  ibr  their 
mutual  pcofperity.  Yoiirhumani* 
ty  in  diredmg  your  attention  to. 
the  prefent  diltrefs  amoxig  the  una* 
nuiadurers,  does  not  lefs  com^iand 
my  apprx>batioathan  yoor  prudence 
iii  the  mode  of  conveying  relief,  by 
increafing  the  meanaortheir  em- 
ployment. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

The  powers  with  which  you  en- 
truAed  me  by  ihe  fufpenfipn  of  the 
hthcas  corpus  ad,bave  enabled  me 
to  bring  to  li?ht  and  to  diiconcert 
the  fonnidab^  and  fecret  con^fpira- 
ey  which  bad. been  fonped  6^-  the 
total  overthrow  of  your  fiftabti(h« 
ments,  the  deffaiidtion  of  property, 
and  thi^  diilbhition  of  government 
Irhis  conspiracy  h^s  been  (o  fuUy 
unfolded  by  yoiu*  wifdooiL^  that  it 
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can  no  longer  fpread  itfelf  under 
the  mfi(]iious  pretence  which  it  had 
artfully  aflumed  of  improving  the 
conflitution.      In    the    meafures, 
whether  of  vigilance  or  of  coercion, 
which  you  have  recommended  for 
its  extinaion,  I  (hall  not  relax.     It 
will  be  mv  temper  to  ftudy  the  ne- 
cedary  ias  of  feverity  and  rigour 
by  conciliatory  offers  of  clemency 
and  pardon,  to  exhort  the  infatuat- 
ed and  deluded  tq  abandon  their 
decieivers,  and  to  fummon  the  guil- 
ty to  repentance ;  but  at  the  lame 
tune  it  u  and  will  hemy  fixed  {>ur- 
pofe  to  .proceed  with  vigour  againft 
thofe    who,   regazdlcfs    of    every 
warning  and  admonition,  (hall  con- 
tinue thdr  defpei^e  efforts  to  in- 
volve this  flounihing  country  in  all 
the  horrors  of  infurredion  and  in- 
vafion,  of  bloodUied,  and  of  anarchy. 
I  have  already  the  (atisfadion  to  ac- 
quaint you,    that  great   numbers, 
who  had  been  unfortunately  feduc- 
ed,  have  returned  to  a  fenle  of  du- 
ty, and  been  admitted  to  his  Majef- 
ty's  cleipency:  and  I  truft  that,  by 
perfeverance    and   energy,    every 
veftige  of  dilaffe^Hon  will  be  effac- 
ed, and  univerfally  give  way  to  the 
retunji  of  that  fpirit  of  loyalty  which 
has  fo  lon|  J>een  the  difHnguidied 
charaifierifhc  of  this  kingdom.     I 
cannot  omit  to  congratulate  you  on 
the.  unimpaired  luftre  of  that  (pirit 
which  fo  confpicuoufly  ihohe  forth 
when  the  enemy's  fleet  appeared  on 
our  coaib ;  nor  can  I  too  often  repeat 
my  full  fenfe  of  your  wifdom  in  the 
eftabiiihment  or  diilru^  corps.     I 
have  the  mofl  fatisfaAory  accounts 
of  their  improvement  in  difcipline^ 
as  well  as  or  th^ir  exertions  in  quell- 
ing  an<^  preventing  inlurreaion; 
and  I  have  myfeif  wiitneflcd  .the  un- 
exampled exertions,  good  conduct, 
aAd .  mjlitaiy  appcvAuce   ojf .  the. 


corps  ef  the  metropolis,  whofe  ua- 
ceafing  and  unwearied  vigilance,  at 
a  moft  im^rtant  crifis,  checked, 
every  attempt  to  produce  confufion 
by  riot  and  tumult,  at  the  fame  time 
that  it  defh-oyed  the  hopes  of  our 
enemies,  and  reflbred  confidence  to  , 
the  countiy  in  general.  Your  ju- 
dicious augmentation  of  pay  to  hi^ 
Majefly's  regular  and  militia  forces, 
which  mufl  render  their  fituation  fo 
highly  comfortable,  is  at  once  a  fea- 
fonable  and  honourable  acknow- 
ledgement of  their  fteadinefs  and 
loyalty.  The  traitorous  effort^ 
which  have  been  made  to  entice 
them  from  their  allegiancfe,  have 
had  a  fatal  efFe^  in  a  few  lamentar 
ble  examples.  I  trufl,  howeveii 
they  have  excited  in  the  minds  of 
others  fo  timely  a  repentance,  and 
in  the  reft  fuch  indignation  and  ab« 
horrcnce,  that  no  future  danger  can 
be  apprehended.  Y«ur  wife  infti- 
tution  of  a  finking  fund,  in  the 
ihidf^  of  financial  difficulties,  cannot 
be  too  much  applauded,  and  m^ 
prevent  any  ruinous  depreciation  of 
fund-flock ;  and,  being  eflablifhed 
before  the  national  debt  has  accu-i^ 
mulated  to  any  opprefiive  magni- 
tude, will  tend  to  prevent  its  be- 
coming dangerous :— a  meafure  fo 
truly  calculated  for  preferving  the 
refources  of  the  ftate,  and  fupport- 
ing  public  credit,  muft  fecurc  to  you 
the  gratitude  of  an  enlightened  peo- 
ple. His  Majelly  is  exerting  eve- 
3/  proper  effort  to  produce  a  foee- 
y  and  fecure  peace.  It  will  be 
our  duty  to  afliu  thofe  -efforts,  hy 
convincing  our  enemies^  from  tlu^ 
flate  of  our  preparation,  and  the 
unanimity  of  our  i^irit,  that  they 
can  hope  §^r  oo  advji^itage  by  pro- 
longing  the  calamities  -  of  war^ 
\yUercver  your  ^biKti^s,'  yoiir  ©i- 
flueuce. and  exsj-lions,  can  bemod 
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'iadvantageoufly  employed  dn  your 
return  to  your  fcveral  counties,  I 
-am  confident  they  will  be  moft  con- 
fpicuoully  difplayed.  A  conftanl 
Intercourfe  with  your  immediate 
neighbourhood  hluft  give  you  the 
opportunity  of  affording  to  th^ 
J)eoplc  both  afliftance  andexample. 
of  reclaiming  thereby  the  deluded 
and  ill-diff>o5d,  and  confirming  the 
Vell-alfefted  in  their  duty  and  al- 
legiance. A  foruard  fpirit  of  loy^ 
aUy,  which  in  mod  parts  of  tne 
kingdom  has  fuccefsfiilly  checked 
the  progrcfs  of  treafon,  will  be^ 
ifrengthencd  and  difftifed  by  your* 
prcfencc  and  exertions.  It  will  hi 
iiFiy  ambition  to  fecond  your  aftivir 
ty'and  zeal,  and  to  c6-operate  with 
your  efforts  for  refVoring  the  tran- 

3'  uillhy  and  profperity  of  the  king- 
om. "  We  have  a  common  and  la«- 
icred  caufe  to  defend,  —  the  incje*- 
pendence  and  conftitutlon  of  Great 
fetain  and  Ireland,  from  which 
both  kingdoms  have  derived  innur 
jnerable  bleffings  under  his  Majef- 
iy's  nufpicious  reign.  They  were 
piirchafed  by  the  deareft  blood  of 
your  anceflors  in  a  crifis  not  lefs 
ibrmldable  thart  the  prefent.  I 
trufl '  we  ihall  not  fail  to  imitate 
Vheir-  great  example ;  and  that  w^ 
?hall  be  enabled,  by  fimilar  courage 
atid  continued  firmnefs,  to  tranfmit 
to  oilir  poilcrity  inviolate,  that  in- 
Valuable  inheritance  which  thejr 
valour  refcued,  and  their  perfeVe- 
rance  preferved. 


pxlra^/rm  th  Regifler  (f  the  .£w»-' 
'  the  Dir^Htny. . 

THE  Executive  Direftory,  con- 
vinced that  the  mil&onofMr. 
Wickham  to  the  H^lyehc  Gantoiis 


ihas  no  reference  whjitever  to  th^ 
refpc^ive  ihtercfts  of  England  and 
Switzerland;  and" that  his  fdle  ob- 
ject is  16  excite  and  encourage  plots 
j^gainfl  the  internal  and  external  fe- 
Ojiirity  of  the  French  Republic, 
charge  Citizen  Mingaud  to  invite 
and  require  the  government  of  the 
canton  of  Berne,  and  alfo  the  other 
Helvettc  cantons,  if  neccflary,  ix^ 
give  dire(5lions  for  Mr.  Wickhin's 
immediate  departure  from'  the  tcr« 
ntories  of  Swita^rland. 

{Signed)  Rxvzllters  Lepaux^ 
Preiident, 
Lagar.de,  See*  Gen. 

RHih^  (ytfie  Udftttfft  0^  SefKC* 

THE  I^epublic  of  Berne,  always 
holding  in  the  higheft  eiHmation 
the  good  iiit^ntions  of  the  French 
Republic,  has  taken  into  mature 
(ionfideration  the  note'tranfmitted 
Ip  them  by  Citizen  Mingaud,  in  the 
name  of  the  Executive  Duredory 
of  the  French  Republic. 

They  have  to  remark  that,  for 
nearly  a  century  pall,  Britifh  agents 
have  uniiformly  refidcd  in  Switzer- 
land: and  tliat  Mr.  Wickhtm, 
whole  departure  from  Switzerland 
is  required  by  the  Executive  Direc- 
tory, being  accredited  to  all  the 
liates  of  the  Helvetic  confederacy 
as  Miniller  Plenipotentiary,  the 
Republic  of  Berne  canribi  decide 
feparately  on  a  fubjeft  A'hich  fo  ef- 
ientially  involves  the  rights  of 
pthers,"and  the  neutrality  of  the 
Helvetic  Body,  as  declared  and  re-' 
tognifed  by  all'  the  powers  now  at 
war. 

The  government  of  fierce,  al- 
ways employed  in  mairttaining  har- 
mony and  good  underftandmg  unth 
France  arid  the  other  beljigercrit 
pbwcrs,  fiibmits  the  above  ^otilidc- 
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rations  to  the  wifdom  and  good 
fcnfe  of  the  Executive  Dircftory, 
aiTuring  the  Direftbry,  at  the  fame 
time,  that  the  Government  of 
Berne,  in  concert  with  the  co- 
ftates,  will  lofe  no  time  in  coming 
to  a  refolution  fui table  to  the  mag- 
nitude of  the  fubje(fl,  fhould  the 
Executive  Dire^orv  deem  it  expe- 
dient to  addrefs  itleif  to  this  effeft 
to  the  laudable  Helvetic  Body. 

(Signed)   Morlot,  Chancellor. 
Bcrne^Oa.  llM,  1797. 

Note  tf  Mr,  Wichham^  delivered  to  the 
Hilvetic  Body  on  his  Reeall. 

Frankftfrty  Nov.  22,  1797. 
Magnificent  and  powerfiil  Lords, 

ALTHOUGH  your  Lordfliips 

have  not  communicated  to  me  the 

demand    which     the     Executive 

Direftory  of  France  lately  made  to 

wu  concerning  my  million,  I  could 

not,  however,  be  ignorant  of  what 

was   notorious  to  all   Switzerland, 

and  I  in  confequence  d«cmed  it  my 

duty  to  Communicate  it  to  my  court, 

'  not  omitting,  at  the  fame  time,  to 

'  point  out  the  infulting  manner  in 

which  it  was  tranfmitted  to  your 

'Lbrdihips.     In  the- whole  of  this 

'  tianfadion,  which  attacks  alike  the 

J  law  of  nations  and  your  ancient 

"dignity    and    independence,     the 

Kinz  has  not  failed  to  obfervc  (he 

•pcrwlioiw  intention  of.  drflolving 

the  ties  bf  friendihip  which  have  at 

Vl\  times  atfairhed  his  Majefty  to 

^our  ftates,  and  the ,  premc(fitited 

^lan  of  nndcf^liiillng  the  very  foun* 

Jlsftions  of  yoiir  conrederkcy.     Per- 

■fuadtd  of 'this  tftith,  his  Majefty 

'  ^Who,  in  fending  his  Mlnifler  into 

•Swil«erfiind,   -'wifhed  Uo   ^ive    a 

jproof  of  hi<  good-wiU  and'  fri^H^- 

« 


iliip  towards  you)  wiH  not  allow 
his  reiidence  there  to  ferve  as  a 
pretext  to  the  haftile  projefh  of  a 
neighboui:,  whofc  ambition  Fefpe<^ 
neither  juftice  nor  the  laws  of  fo* 
vereigiity,  and  who  is  actuated  with 
no  other  defire  than  to  introduce 
into  your  happy  countries  that  de- 
ftruftive  fvftem,  from  which,  by 
the  help  01  Divine  Providence,  yon 
have  been  hitherto  enabled  to  pro- 
tect them.  The  King  has  in  cohfe-  ■ 
quence  Unified  his  '  commands, 
ihat  his  whole  miffion  ihould  with- 
draw from  your  territories  without 
lofs  of  time.  —  In  communicr.ting 
this  refolution  to  your  Lordihips^ 
I  have  the  King's  exprefs  commands 
to  afTure  yeu,  that  it  is  ditbted  by 
no  other  itiotive  than  his  anxious 
folicitude  for  the  prefervation  of 
your  tranquillity;  and  that  your 
Lord(hips  may  fully  rely  on  a  con- 
tinuance of  that  good-will  and 
friendihip  which  have  ever  formed 
the  bails  of  his  Majeily's  conduct 
in  all  his  tranfa^tions  with  your 
States,— I  eageriy  embrace  this  op- 
'  portunity  to  exprefs  to  you  indivi- 
dually, my  acknowledgements  for 
'  the  manner  in  which  your  Lord- 
'ihipt;  have  been  pleafed  to  reoeive 
'  me  during  my  mifiion,  and  roV  re-   ^ 

•  gret  at  being  no  longer  the  organ 
'  of  the  benevolent  feiUiiaents  of  my 

•  Sovereign  towards  you. — In  oiFer- 
\i»g  u^  my  fincerei^  prayers  for  the 

prof{ierity  and  tranmiillity  of  your 
>  States,*  I  tiaire  thenoncMit  to'  be, 
^with  the  higheft  coniiderttion, 

'  Magnificent  and  pbweriial  Lotds, 
(Signed)       W-  WiCKiiAir. 

Jnfiver  f  the^Httoelit  B^dy  U  M^ 
Mte  tukkh  Mr.  H^icihsmy  the  En^- 
l{/h  Mik^ei^y  .firefmid  '4U  his  De^ 
Jtarture^ 

Betr.t^ 
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Birney  Deecmher  26,.  1797, 
Sir, 
.  YOUR  obliging  letter  of  the  22d 
filtimo,  has  communicated  to  us 
his  Brjitannic  Majeily's  refolu- 
(lion  to  recall  the  whole  of  his 
wflion  to  the  Helvetic  Body.  We 
are  infonned^at  theiame  time,of  the 
particular  motives  which  have  in- 
duced his  Maj«fly  to  take  this  fiep. 
While  we  lament  that  th«  circum- 
ibnces  are  fuch  as  not  to  allow  hi^ 
^ajefty  to*  continue  his  miifion 
amongft  us,  and  much  as  we  feel  the 
lofs  or  a  miniiler  from  whom  we 
have  received  fo  manv  convincing 
proofs  of  the  int^refl  he  has  taken 
^n  the  welfare  of  our  Federal  Re- 
public during  his  refidence  in  this 
icountry,  it  affords  us  the  greateil 
iatisfaoion  to  find  from  your  letter, 
4hat  his  Mjyefty's  generous  folici- 
4ude  for  the  tranquillity  and  wel- 
fare of  the  Helvetic  Bqdy  at  larg^, 
r^nd  of  our  flate  in  particular,  has 
.becAthe  ible  motive  that  has  aAu- 
.^itod  his  Mgjefty  in  formuig  this 
determioatioii.  We  are  gratefully 
feniible  of  theaifurances  which  you 
b«Y^  given  iis,  in  his  Majcwy's 
name,  of  his  friendly  fentimeats 
ifluid.  good- will  towiards  us;  and  ^e 
iiyail  our&lvea  of  tMs  opportunity 
rt6  recommend  our  ReptiDiic  .to  the 
tfurth^r  coAtinuwoe  .<tf  bis.Majefly's 
.favour.  -We  beg  you,  ^,  to  be 
fatkxfcA^^il^imef&SX  {M^txtf  every 
lopportunity,  with  prnfufefto-con- 
,vinoe  you  of  the  MWn  ^ft^eoi  to 
wluch  yoqr  coodsid,  during  yoyr 
TCttdence  iii'tU»}.lQwn».has  giten 
you.th$:firoog€ft  claims,  and  with 
which  we  have  the  plcafure  to  re* 
ipainy'Siff,  yM^iYtofl'devotod 

Ajivoyer  lUid^  Coubcil  of  the 
Java  and  R«p«Uic  ' 
of  Berne. 


Treaty  tf  Naoigaiim  and  Commerce  he*^ 
tween  his  Brifannic  Majejfy  and  /itr 
Em/terer  9/  Rujpa^  fis'^  ^  Saint 
Peterfiurih^  February  10-21,  1797. 

la  the  Name  of  the  Moft  Holy 
and  undivided  Trinity. 

TTFS  Majcfly  the  King  of  Great 
X  X.  Britain  and  his  Maj efly  the 
Emperor  of  all  the  Ruffias,  already 
united  by  the  ties  of  the  moft  inti- 
mate alliance;  and 'having  it  equal- 
ly at  heart  to  cement  more  and 
more  the,  'good  correfpondencc 
which  fubfifh  between  them  and 
their  refpe^live  kingdoms,  and,  as 
much  as  it  is  in  their  powcr^  to 
make  the  reciprocal  commerce  be- 
tween their  fubje^ts  profper,  havo 
judged  it  proper  to  colleft  under 
one  point  of  view,  and  to  fix.  the 
reciprocal  rights  aud  duties  upon 
which  they  have  agreed  among^ 
themfelves,  in. order  to  encourage 
and  facilitate  the  mutual  exchanges 
betwixt  the  two  nations.  In  confc- 
quence  of  which,  and  in  order 
without  delay  to  proceed  to  the 
perfe6iion  of  fo  lalutary  a  work, 
their  faid  MajeiHes  have  chofen 
and  nominated,  for  their  plenipo- 
tentiaries, that  is  to  fay,  his  Majef- 
<y  the  King  «f  Great  Britain,  the 
Sieur  Cbarles  Whitworth,  his  en* 
voy  extraordinary  and  minifler  pie* 
nipotentiary  at  the  imperial  court 
of  Ruffia,  Knieht  of  the  Order  of 
the  Bath ;  and  his  Majefty  the  Em- 
peror of  all  the  Ruffias,  the  Sievr 
Alexander  Count  of  Befborodko, 
his  a^hial  privy  counfellor  of  the 
firft  clafs,  fenator  miniflor  of  the 
council  of  fbte,  diredor  geoeral  ^f 
the  pofls,  aad  Kni^t  of  theOid^r 
of  St.  Andrew,  of  St-  Alexanrffr 
N«wlky,  of  St.  Ann^  of  the  firA 
jdnf^  aod  gruid  cmis  of  :St.  W^- 
u:  diaiir 
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d2nif  of  the  firft  clafs ;  the  Sicur 
Alexander  Prince  of  Kourakin,  his 
vice-chancellor,  a^al  privy  coun  • 
fellor,  miniiler  of  the  council  of 
fkte,  aftual  cTiamberlain,  and 
Knight  of  the  Order  of  Si.  An- 
drew, of  St.  Alexander  Newiky, 
and  of  St.  Anne  of  the  firfl  clais, 
as  alfo  of  the  orders  of  Denmark, 
of  Danebrog,  and  of  the  Perfe6i 
Union  J  and  the  Sieur  Peter  of  Soi- 
monow,  his  privy  counfellor,  fena- 
tor  prefident  of  the  college  of  com- 
merce, and  Knight*  Grand  Crofs 
of  the  Order  of  St.  Wladimir  of  the 
fecqnd  clafs:  who,  in  virtue  of 
their  full  powers,  have  agreed  and 
concluded  upon  the  following  ar- 
ticles: 

Article  I.    The   peace,    friend- 
iliip,  and  good  intelligence  which 
have  happily  hitherto  fubfifted  be- 
tween their  Majefties  the  King  of 
tjreat  Britain  and  the  Emperor  of 
all  the  Ruffias,  fliall  be  confirmed 
^nd  efbblidied  by  this  treaty,  in 
fuch'  manner,  that,  from .  the  pre- 
Tent  and  for  the  future,  there  ihall 
be  between  the  crown  of  Great 
Britain  en  one  fide,  and  the  crown 
of  all  the  Ruffias  on  the  other,  as 
alfo  betwixt  the  fiates,  countries, 
kingdoms,  domains,  and  territories 
under  their  dominion,  a  true^  fin- 
cere,  firm,  and  perfeft  peace,  friend- 
fliip,  and  good  intelligence,  which 
.'ihaUlaft  tor  ever,  and  fliall  Be  inr 
violaWy  obferved    equally  by  fea 
and  by  land,  and  upon  the  frefh 
waters:  and  the  fubje6^s,  peoplq, 
and  inhabitants  on  each  iide,   of 
wljatever  ftate  or  condition  they 
.may  be,  fhall  mutually,  treat  each 
other  \vith  cverj  polfible  kind  of 
^enerolence  and  afuftance,  without 
doing  each  other  any  wrong  or  da- 
/nagCLwhatfeevcr. 

n.'The  fubjefts  of  the  two  high 


coritrafting  powers  fliall  have  per- 
kdi  freedom  of  navi^tldn  and  of 
commerce  In '  all  their  dominions 
fituated  in  Europe,  where  naviga* 
tion  and  commerce  are  permitted 
at  prefent,  or  fliall  be  fo  hereafter, 
by  the  high  contracting  parties,  to 
any  oth^r  nation. 

III.,    It  is  agreed  that  the  fob- 
jeSis  of  the  two  high  contra^ng 
parties  may  enter,  trade,  and  re- 
main with  their  fliips,  vttfiels,  and 
carriages,  laden  or  empty,  in  all  the 
ports,  places,  and  cities,  where  the 
fame  is  permitted  to  the  fubje6is 
of  any  other  nation  whatfoever ; 
and    the  failors,    pafTengers,   and 
fhips,  whether  Britifh  or  Rufiaa 
(although  amongft  their  crei^'s  there 
'mould  be  foundthe  fubje^s  of  fome 
other  foreign  nation)  fliall  be  recdv- 
ed  and  treated  as  the  moft  favoured 
nation ;  and  neither  the  failors  nor 
the  paflenzers  fhall  be  forced  to 
enter,  againfl  their  will,  into  the 
fer\dce  of  either  of  the  two  conr 
tradine  powers,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  fucb  cif  their  fubje6b  whom 
they  may  require  for  their  own  fer- 
vice :  and  ifa  fer\'ant  or  failor  fhall 
defert  from  his  fiervice  or  ihip,  he 
ihall  be  reflored.     It  is  in  like 
manner  agreed  that  the  fubjeds  of 
the  hiKh  contrail  ns  parties  may 
purchafe  all  forts  of  things  which 
they  may  be  in  want  of  at  the  cur- 
rent price  ;.rrrepair  and  refit  their 
fliips,  vefTels,  and  carriages;  buy  all 
the  provjfions  neceflary  for  their 
fubfiflence  or  voyage;  flay  or  de^ 
part  at  their  pleaiure,  without  mo- 
leflation  or  hindrance,  provided  thai, 
they  conform   themfdves  to   th^ 
laws  and  ordinances  of  the  refpeo* 
tive  dominions  of  the  high  con«- 
tradinig  oarties,  where  they  may 
bq.    In  like  manneur,  the  Rufliaa 
Yliips  which  fhall  be  at  fea  for  the 
purpoft 
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piirpofe  of  navigation,  and  ihall  be 
met  by  Englifh  (hips,  fliall  not  be 
hihdered  in  their  navigation,  pro- 
vided that  in  the  Britifli  fea  they 
'Conform  themfclves  to  cuftom ;  but 
•«very  fort  of  affiftaricc  fhall  be 
l^iven  to  them  both  in  the  ports 
Ixibjeft  to  -Great  Britain,  and  in 
the  open  fea. 

.IV.  It  is  apecd  that  the  fiibjefb 
•©f  Great  .Britain    may  carry,    by 
water  or  by  land,  in  their  own 
ftips  and  carriages,    or  in   thofe 
which  they  fliall  nave  freighted  or 
hired  for  that  ptirpofe,  into  any 
province  whatever    cf  Riiffia,  all 
lor ts  of  merchandife  or  cffe<^  of 
'Which  the  trade  or  entry  is  not  pro- 
hibited ;  that  they  ftiall  be  permit- 
ted to  keep  them  in  their  houfes  ot 
magazines,  to  fell  or  exchange  them 
wholefale,  freely  and  without  mo- 
lefktion,  without  bein^  obliged  to 
become  citizens  of  fuch  city  or 
place   where  they  fliall  refide  or 
trade.     By  felling  wholefale,  is  un- 
derflood  one  or  more  bales  of  goods, 
chefts,  caflss,  barrels,  alfo  leveral 
dozens  of  fmall  articles  of  merchan- 
flife  of  the  fame  kind,  collefied  in 
the  fame  place,  and  in  coniiderable 
lots,  or  other  forts  of  package.     It 
IS  further  agreed,  that  the  ftbjc^ 
of  Ruflia  may  carry,  in  the  Jame 
manner,  into  the  ports  of  Great 
Britain  and  of  Ireland,  where  they 
-fliall  be  eflabliflied  or  refide,  all 
forfs  of  merchandife  or  effeds  of 
which  the  trade  or  the  entry  is  not 
prohibited,   which    is    underftbod 
equally  of  the  manufadures   and 
productions  of  the  Afiatic  provin- 
ces, provided  that  it  be  not  a6hially 
prohibited  by   fome   law   now  in 
ferce  in  Great  Britain ;  that  they 
Ihall  be  permitted  to  keep  them  in 
their  houfes  or  magazines,  to  fell  or 
exchange  them  wholefale,  fredy ; 


become  citizens  6f  inch-  city  of 
place   where  they  fliall  refide  or 
trade ;  and  that  they  may  buy  and 
tranfport  out  of  the  dominions  of 
Great  Brilain  all  forts  of  merchan- 
dife and  cfFefts  which  the  fubjeds 
of  any  other  nation  may  there  buy 
and   tranfport  elfewhere,  particu- 
larly gold  and  lilvef,  wrought  or  un- 
wrought,  except  the  coined  rooix-y 
of  Great  Britain*     It  is  agreed  tl;at 
Britifli  fubjeAs,  trading  in  tlie  do- 
minions of  Kuflia,  fli^l  have  (he 
liberty,  in  cafe  of  death,  of  an  ex- 
traordinary event,  or  of  an  abfolute 
neceffity,  when  there   remain  no 
other  means  of  procuring  money, 
or  in  cafe  of  bankruptcy,  of  difpof- 
ing  of  their  eflfefts,  either  in  Ruflian 
or    foreign    merchandife^    in    the 
manner  in  which  the  perfons  in- 
terefted  fliall  think  moft  advanta- 
geous.     The  lame  thing  fliall  be 
obferved  with  regard   to   Ruffian 
fubje6b  in  the  dominions  of  Great 
Britain.     All  this  is  to  be  under- 
flood  with  the  reflriftion,  that  every 
permiflion  on  cither  fide,  fpcdfied 
in  this  article,  fliall  be  in  nowife 
contrary  to  the  laws  of  the  country ; 
and  that  the  Ruffian  fubjefts,  as 
well  as  the  Britifh  fubje^,  and 
their  clerks,  conform  themfelves, 
on  both  fides,  pundually   to  the 
rights,  ffatutcs,  and  ordinances  of 
the  country   in  which  they  fliall 
trade,  in  order  to  obviate  all  ferts 
of  frauds  and  pretexts.     It  is  for 
this  reafon  the  decifions  of  the  /aid 
cafes  happening  to  the  Britifh  fac- 
tories in  Kuffia  fhall  depend,  at  St. 
Peterfburgh,  upon  the  college  of 
commerce ;  and  In  the  other  cities, 
where  there  is  no  college  of  com- 
merce, upon  thf  tribunals  which 
have  cognizance  of  commercial  af- 
fairs. 
V.  And  in  order  to  preferve  k 
'  Juil 
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)yft  equality  bet\r^e;i  Rvflian  and 
Britilh'fubj efts, 'both  the  one  and 
the  otHer  fliall.  pay  tVie  feme  duties 
of  exportaiioii  and  of  importation, 
whether  it  be  in  Ruflia,  or  in  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland^  whether  it  be 
in  Rufiidn  or  in  Britilh  vefTels ;  and 
no  regulation  fliall  be  made  by  the 
high  contra^Tine  parties  in  favour 
of  their  own  lubje<5^s,  which  the 
fubjef^^  of  the  other  high  contradV 
ing  party  fh^ll  not, enjoy,  and  that 
Underftood  hwajide^  under  whatever 
name  tfr  form  it  may  be,'  in  fuch 
manner  as  that  the  fubjei^S  of  one 
of  the.  powers  fliall  have  no  ad- 
vantage over  thofc  of  the  other  in 
the  refpeftive  dominions. 

VI.  Every  alMance  and  poflible 
difpatch  ftiall  be  given  for  the  load- 
ing and  unloading  pf  veflels,  as  well 
as  for  the  entrj'  and  departure  of 
their  merchandife,  according  to  the 
regulations  made  for  that  p'urpofe ; 
and  they  ftiall  not  in  any  manner 
be  detained,  upon  the  penalties 
announced  in  tne  faid  regulations. 
In  like  manner,  if  tlie  fubjefts  of 
Great  Britain  make  contrafts  with 
any  chancery  or  college  whatfoever, 
for  delivering  certain  merchandife 
or  effects,  on  the  declaration  that 
thofe  merchandifes  are  ready  to  be 
delivered  ;  and  after  they  ftiall  have 
bcei^  aftually  delivered  within  the 
term  fixed  in  thofo  contra«5^s,  they 
ftiall  be  feceived,  and  the  accounts 
ihall  be  regulated  and  liquidated  in 
confequence,  between  the  faid  col- 
lege or  chancery  and  the  Briiifa 
merchants,  within  the  time  which 
fliall  liave  been  fixed  in  the  faid 
contradts.  The  fame  rule  ftiall  be 
obferved  in  the  dominions  of  Great 
Britain  towards  Ruftian  merchants. . 

VII.  It  is  agreed  that  thefubjedls 
of  Great  Britain  may,  in  all  the 
•ities  and  places  of  Ruifia  where  it 


is  allowed  to  any  other  nation  ta 
trade,  pay  for  merchandife  bought, 
in  the  fame  current  money  of 
RufTia  which  thtyr  have  taken  for 
their  merchandife  fold,  unlefs  tha 
contrary  fliould  be  ftipnlaied  in 
their  contrails.  The  fame  is  to  be 
underftood  equallv  refpeding  Ruf* 
lian  merchandife  in  the  dominions 
of  Great  Britain. 

VIII.  In  the  places  where  em- 
barkations are  ufually  made,  it  ftiall 
be  permitted  to  the  fubjeds  of  the 
high  contra<fting  parties  to  load  their 
ftiips  or  carriages  with,  and  to  tranf- 
port  by  water  and  by  land  all  fort* 
of  merchandife  which  they  maj 
haVe  bought  (with  the  exception  of 
thofe  of  which  the  exportation  is 
prohibited)  on  paying  the  cuRom* 
noufe  duties,  provided  that  thofe 
fliips  and  carriages  conform  them-; 
felves  to  the  laws. 

IX.  The  fubjeas  of  the  high 
contrading  parties  fliall  not  pay 
more  duties  upon  the  entry  or  de*. 
parture  of  their  merchandife  thaa 
are  paid  by  the  fubjedts  of  othep 
nations.  Nevertheleis,  in  order  to 
prevent,  on  both  fides,  the  cuflom- 
houfe  from  being  defrauded,  in  the 
cafe  of  the  difcovery  tii  merchan- 
dife imported  clandeftinely, '  and 
without  paying  the  cuflom-houfe 
duty,  they  ftiali  be  co.nfifcated ;  and 
the  merchants  convicted  of  contra- 
banding ftiall  be  fubje<5led  to  the 
fine  eftabliftied  by  tlie  law  in  fucK 
cafes. 

X.  It  ftiall  be  pemiitted  to  the 
high  contrading  parties  to  go,  conze, 
and  trade  freely  in  the  ftatcs  with. 
which  the  one  or  the  other  of  thofe 
parties  ftiall  be,  in  prefent  or  in 
future,  at  war,  provided  that  they, 
do  not  carry  ammunition  to  tl^f 
enemy:  with  the  exception,  fle- 
verthelefs,  of  places  actually  block- 
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*dcd  or  befieged,  whether  by  fea 
or  land ;  but  at  all  other  times^  and 
with  the  exception  of  warlike  am- 
munition, the  fubje6b  aforefaid  may 
tranfport  into  thofe  places  evciy 
other  fort  of  merchandife,  as  well 
as  paflengers,  without  the  fmalleft 
hindrance.  With  refpeft  to  the 
fearching  of  merchant  (hips,  fliips 
of  war  and  privateers  fhall  conduct 
Ihemfelves  as  favourably  as  the 
cotirfe  of.  the  war  then  exifting 
may  poflibly  permit  it  towards  the 
moil  friendly  powers  which  fhall 
remain  neuter,  obferving,  as  much 
as  poifible,  the  acknowledged  pnn-* 
ciinea  and  rules  of  the  law  of  na- 
tions- 
XL  All  cannons,  mortars^  fire- 
arms, piflols,  bombs,  ^enadcs,  balls, 
bullets,  mufkets,  flmts,  matches, 
powder,  faltpetre,  fulphur,  cutlaflcs, 
pikes,  fwords,  belts,  ca;:touch-boxes, 
faddles  and  bridles,  beyond  the 
Quantity  which  may  be  neceflary 
for  the  ufe  of  the  inip,  or  beyond 
<hat  which  each  man  ferving  on 
board  the  veiTel,  or  paflcnger,  fhall 
have,  fhall  be  efleemcd  warlike 
proviilons  or  ammunition  ;  and  if 
any  are  found,  they  fhall  be  confif- 
.cated,  according  to^  the  laws,  as 
contraband  or  prohibited  efFe<^s; 
but  neither  the  fhips,  paflengers, 
nor  the  other  merchandife  found 
at  the  fame  time,  fhall  be  detained 
or  prevented  from  continuing  their 
toyage. 

XII.  If(which  God  forbid)  peace 
ihould  be  broken  between  the  twa 
high  contradling  parties,  neither, 
perfons,  fliips,  nor  mcrchandife, 
Ihall  be  detained  or  cohfifcated ; 
but /he  term  of  a  year  at  leafl  fhall 
be  granted  for  the  purpofc  of  fell- 
ing, difoofing  of,  or  carrying  iway. 
their  elFe^,  and  withdrawing  them- 
.  felves  whercyor  they  fhall  pleafe, 


which  is  to  be  underflood  eqvaSlf 
refpe6ting  ail  thofe  who  fhall  be  in 
the  Tea  and  land  fervice ;  and  they 
fliall  be  pcfrmitted,  previous  to  or 
at  their  departure,  to  confign  ihs 
effe<5b  of  which  they  fhall  not  have 
difpofed,  as  well  as  the  debt^  to 
which  they  may  have  a  clainii  to 
fuch  perfon  as  tney  fhall  judge  pro- 
per, to  be  difpofed  of  accoraing  to 
their  will  ana  profit  •  which  debts 
the  debtor  fliall  equadiy  be  obliged 
to  pay  as  if  the  rupture  bad  not 
taken  place. 

XIII.  In  the  event  of  a  fhip- 
wreck  happening  in  a  place  belbog- 
mg  to  one  or  other  of  the  hi^ 
contra6lins;  parties,  not  only  every^ 
afEflancc  fiall  -be  given  to  the  ua« 
fortunate  perfons,  and  no  violence 
done  to  them,  but  alfo  the  effeds 
which  they  fhall  iiave  thrown  out 
of  the  fhip  into  the  fea  fhall  not  be 
concealed,  detained,  nor  damaged, 
under  any  pretext  whatever:  on 
the  contrary,  the  abovementioned 
effe^s  and  merchandife  Avail  be 
prefervcd  and  rcflored  to  them, 
upon  a  fuitable  recpmpenfe  being 
given  to  thofe  who  iQiall  liare  ai^ 
ufled  in  faving  their  perfons,  veflels, 
and  effe^ls. 

XIV.  It  fliall  be  penmtted  to 
Bntifh  merchants  to  build,  buy, 
fell)  and  hire  houfes  in  all  flates 
and  cities  of  Riiffia,  excepting  only 
the  permiflion  of  building,  buying, 
felling,  and  hiring  houfes  in  thofe 
cities  of  the  empire  which  have 
particular  rights  of  citizenfhip,  and 
privileges  contrary  thereto :  and  it 
IS  exprefJly  flipukted,  that  at  St. 
Peterfburgh,  Mofcow,  Archangel, 
Riga,  and  Narva,  as  well  as  in  all 
ports  of  the  Black  Sea,  the  houfes 
which  Britifh  merchants  fhall  iiare 
purchafed  or  built,  fhall,  as  long  as 
they  fliall  continue  to  belong  to 
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tRcm,  ahd  refide  therrfn,  be  ex- 
empted Tfirom  having  foldicrs  qiiar- 
tcred  in  Aem  ;  but  Aich  hoiifes  as 
they  fliall  let  or  hire  ftiali  be  Aib- 
je^bed  fo  ail  city  taxe%  the  tenant 
and  proprietor  agreeing  with  each 
other  oh  that  fubje<fV.  As'  to  every 
other  cHy  in  Ruifia,  the'  haufes 
Mrhich  they  Ihall  purchafe  or  build, 


the  country,  to  Rul&an  fubje6b 
who  fliall  defire  to  quit  the  domini*^ 
ons  of  Great  Britain. 

XVI.  Britifh  merchants,  wha 
(hall  hire  or  keep  fervants,  (hall  be- 
obli  >cd  to  conform  themfeWes  4^ 
the  laws  of  tlic  empire  uppo.tjiit 
(ybjedl;  which  Ruflian.  naorchant^ 
ihalt  b<$  equally  obliged, to  dp'  ifti 


as  well  as  thofe  which  they  fhalt'  Great  Britain. 
hire  or  let,  {hall  not  be  exempt  ^  X^VII.  In  all  kw-fuits  and  of  her 
from  haxnng  fotdiere  quartered  in  afj^irs,  firitift)  merchants  Ih^ll  not 
them.  It  is,  in  like  manner,  per-  be  ^nder.any  other  juriCdiftioiv 
mitted  to  Rufflan  merchants  to  than  that  of  the  college  of  com--. 
build,  buy,  fell,  and  hife  hovfes  in    merqfe,  or  that  which  fhall  be  here- 


Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  to 
difpofe  of  them  as  it  is  allowed  to 
the  fub}e<^s  of  the  moft  favoured 
nations.  They  (hall  have  the  free 
exerclfe  of  the  Greek  religion  in 
their  own  houfes,  or  in  the  pla<ies 
allotted  for  th^t  purpofe.    In  like 


after  efhibliftied  for  the  admiaiftra- 
tion  of  ju(*ice  betwee,n  merchants. 
If  it  fhould  happen,  however,  that 
Britiih  merchants  were  to  hav#t 
law-fuits  in  any  cities  at  a  diftanc^ 
from  the  above-mentioned  college; 
of  commerce,   both  they  and  th» 


manner  Britiih  merchants  (hall  have    other  party  fliall  carry  their  coqa- 
the  free  cxercife  of  the  Proliftant    plaint  before  the  magift rates  of  th» 


religion.  The  fubje<as  of  both  the 
One  and  (he  other  power,  eftablifli- 
ed  in  Ruflia  or  in  Great  Britain, 
^wll  have  the  difpofal  of  their  pro- 
perty, and  the  power  of  leaving  it 
by  will  to  whom  they  fliall  judge 
proper,  according  to  the  cuftom 
and  the  laws  of  their  own  country, 
XV.  Paflports  fliall  be  granted  to 
ill  Britiih  fubjefh  who  flulidefire 
to  quit  Ruflia,  after  having  pub- 


faid  cities.  Ruflian  ^merchants  ii% 
Great  Britain  fliall  have  reciproc^y 
the  fan^e  prote^ion  and  juuice,  ao« 
cording  to  the;  laws  of  that  king* 
dom,  which  other  foreig/a.  mer- 
chants have  tliere,  and  iS^l  b« 
treated  in  the  iame  manner  as.  the 
fubjeifb  of  the  mofl  favoured  aa^ 
tion. 

XVIII.  Rufllian  merchants  refid* 
ing  in  Qreat  Britain,  and  Britifli 


liflied  their  names  and  places  of   merchants  refiding  in  kuffia,  fliall 
abode  in  the  Gazettes,  according  to    not  be  obliged  to  ifiew  their  books 


or  papers  to  any  perfon  whatfo* 
ever,  unlcfe  it  be  to  afford  evidence 
in  courts  of  juflice;  neither  fliaU 
tihe  faid  books  or  papers  be  taken 


the  cuftom  of  the  prefent  day, 
without  obliging  them  to  give  le- 
curity;  and  if  at  the  time  there 
does  not  appear  any  juft  caufe  for 

detaining  them,  they  fliall  be  per-  or  detained,    tf  it  fliould  happen^ 

mitted  to  depart,  after  provi&ig  however^  that  a  Britifli  mercMA^ 

themfelves,  however,  wifhpaflborts  becomes  s^  bankrupt,  the  affair  fludi 

from  the  tribunals  eflabliflied  for  be  under  the  juriididion,  at  St» 

that  purpofe.    The  lame  facility  Peterfl)Ui^h,  of  the  college  of  com** 

fliall  be  granted,  on  the  like  occa-  merce,  or  of  that  which  fliall  here* 

(on,  according  to  tiie  eufiom  of  after  be  eflabliih^  for  the  purpofe 
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of  tdminiftcringjufticc  incemmer- 
dal  afbirs,  and,  in  the  other  cities 
ftt  a  diibnce,  under  that  of  the  ma- 
gifhute  of  th«  city ;  and  the  bufi- 
zfefs  fhall  be  carried  on  according 
to  the  laws  which  are,  or  fhall  here- 
after be  made  upon  that  fubjcft* 
If,  however,  Britiih  merchants,  ob- 
ftiAately  refolvcd  not  to  become 
binkitipts,  fliould   refiife   to  pay. 
their  debts  either  into  the  banks  of 
fef  Imperial  Majefty  or  to  indivi- 
dcmlsi  it  ihall  be  perhiitted  to  arrefl 
m  part  of  their  efFe^,  equivalent 
to  their  debts ;  and  in  cafe  thofe 
effects  (hould  prove  inadequate  to 
that  purpofe,  tney  may  arrefl:  their 
ptferfons,  and  detain  them  until  the 
ihajority  of  their  creditors,  both  as 
to  the  number  and  value  of  their 
rtfpeAive  demands,  coi^fent  to  li- 
berate them  :  with  refpeft  to  their 
tSeSs  which  thall  have  been  arreft- 
ed,  they  fliall  remain  in  the  cuftody 
4f  thole  who  ihall  bcr  appointed 
Und  duly  authorifed  for  that  pur- 
pdte  bv  th^  majority  of  the  credi- 
tors WcTrefaid  ;  and  the  peffohs  ft) 
ap|M>inted  ihall  be  obHge^  to  ap- 
praife  l!ic  efFe6b  asfoon  as  poffibfe, 
i«d  to'hiakfe  a  jxift  and  equitable' 
dillribiiSon  to  all  the  creditors,  ac-. 
cbrding  to  their  rifpcftive  claims. 
The  fame  courfe  fliall  be  p^irfued, 
mfimitar  cafes,    with 'regard  to 
Kiifiian  merchants  in  the  dbminions 
if  6reat  Britadn,  -and  fhey  ihall  be 
prot<<ifted  therein  in   the'  manner 
regulated  in  the  preceding  article. 
•'  XIX.  In  cafe  of  cainp&lnts  and 
*f  lnw-fuits,  three  pcrfons  of  irre- 
proachable chara<Ser^fronrahiongi^ 
Ihe'fctfeign  merchants,  AdI  tic,  ac-J 
c^^ng  To  the  circumila^iocs  or  the 
iafe)  'appointed  'by  the  college  of 
•ommcrcfe;    and-iix  fivch'  ptaces 
^nerfe^Chferc  is  none,  'by  the  magif- 
t^le,- te'exahiihe*  thQ*  book*  and 
pikpm  l>f  iSx^  iXfitiphcLtipik ;  and 


the  report  which  they  fhall  make. 
to  the  college  of  commcree,  or  to 
the  magiftrale,  of  what-thcv  fhall 
have  found  in  the  faid  boou  and 
papers^  flull  be  coniidered  as  good 
proof. 

.  XX.-.  The    cuflom-houfcs    ihall 
take  care  to  examine  the  fcrvants 
or  the  clerkf  of  Ruffian  merchants 
at  the  time  of  their  enregiflering 
their  purcbafes,  if  they  are  fornifhcd 
for  that  purpofe  with  the. order* 
or  full    powers    of  tbeir  mailers; 
and  if  they  arc  not,  they  fliall  not 
be  credited,    llie  fame  meafures 
ihall  be  adapted  with  the  fcrvants 
of  Britiih  merchants;    and    when 
the  faid  fervants,  they  having  wdera 
or  full  powers  from  thckr  mailers^ 
hull   have  enregiflered  the    mer- 
chandife  on  account  of  their  maf- 
ters,  the  latter  fhall  be  refponfible 
therefore,  in  the  fame  manner  as  if 
they.liad    themfelves  cnn^giilcred 
them.  .>Vith  refpe^  to  the  Ruf- 
fian fervants  employed  in  fhope^ 
they  ihall,  in  like  manner,  .be  enrc- 
giftered  by  the  tribunals  eflabUfhed 
for  that  purpofe,  in  the  cities  where 
thofe  fliops    ihall  be;    and  their 
mafters    ihall    be   refponfible     for 
them  in  "matters  of  trade,,  and  in 
the  purchafes  which  they  fftall.have 
made  in  their  name. 

XXL  In  the  cafe  of  Ruffian  mer- 
chants who  are  in  debt  tg^'Britiih 
Uierfchahts  upon  bills  of  cxdiangc, 
or  Vfhq  have  made  contrifts  for  the 
delivery  of  merchandife,  not  pay- 
ing tjieir  bills  of  exchange,  or  not 
delivering  their  merchandife*  at  the 
^lace  o(p  at  the  time  agr'ced,  upon 
and  mentioned  in  the  fiiid  tillls  or 
contraa's,\the  Colltge  of  commerce, 
after  Complaints  to^  that  efFeft  iliall 
have  been  made,  and  proofs  given, 
ihall  fummon  them  three  times, 
granting  them  ^  a  fufficient  time  to 
appear  m  perfon ;  aad  if  ih^f  alloir^ 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


^•T  A  TK   PA  F  E  R^; 


•«7^ 


it  td'dapfe  M^th^ut  appearing^  the 
iaid  college  fliaU  condemn  Siem, 
and  fend  an  exprefs  at  the  expeqce 
of  the  plaintiff,  to  the  gpvernors 
and  to  ^e  tribunals  of  government, 
enjoining  them  to  put  the  fentcince 
into  execution,  ana  thereby  compel 
the  debtors  to  ftiliil  their  engage- 
ments.* 'And  if  the  demands  fhould 
be  fbund  frivolous  or  unjuft,  then 
the  Britiih    nierchants   ihaU    be 


tutes^  and-regubtions  .of  the  cout^ 
trv  or  place  whera  they  ihail  bo 
cfhbliihed.  ;       .:    K 

•  XX Vi.  Pence,  JriendfliJp,..  and 
gpod  intelligence  ihall  -eoifttiavid 
tor  ever  between  the  highconttadU 
ing  paj-ties ;  and,  as  it  is  cuftoma!^ 
r>'  to  fix  ft  certain  period  to  Jixeatittf 
of  comnAerce,  the  above-mciottoaed 
high  contrafting  parties .  tore  «t 
greed.,  that*  the    prefent  fliaJl  IaA 


obliged  to  pay  •  the  damage  which  '  eight  yean^,   ireckoning   frojn  thi^ 
they  (hall  Hare  occaiioned,  either    expiration  of/,  the.  qonyeiUion  coat 


Ibfs  of  time,  or  by  the  expences  of 
the  vovage^  '    '. 

XXlf.  The  brack  fliall  be  cftab; 
lifted  tvith  jufticc,  and  the  Ixrackers 
(hall  be  airfwerable  for  the  ^'aality 
of  the  merchandife  and  for  fraikiu- 
lent  packages,  and  obliged,  •  upon 
fpilicient  proofs  againft 'thcih,  to 
pay  fbr  the  loflfes  which  they  have 
occafioned.  ' 

XXHL  A  regulation  ftiaU  be 
made.  In  order  to  previcnf  the  abufes 
whk:h  may  be  pr^flSfed  ^  in  the 
packing  of  Icafher,  hemp,  and 
lint;  and  if  any  difpUtes  fhould 
happen  between  the  purchafer  and 
Idler  refpefting  the  weight  or  the 
tare  of  any  merchandife,  the  cuf- 
lom-houfe  ihall  decide  it  according 
to  equity. 

XXIV.  In  every  thing  which 
relates  to  taxes  and  duties  upon  the 
importation  and  exportation  of  mer- 
chandife in  general/  the  fubjedb  of 
the  twb  high  contrafting  parties  fliall 
always  be  confidered  and  treated 
SIS  the  mod  favoured  nation. 

XXV.  The  fubjeas  of  the  two 
contra6Hh^*powers  (hall  be  at  li- 
berty, in  their T^peft^vc  dominions, 
to  aflS^mbb  tdgtetner  with  their  con- 
i'ul,  in  a  body^  as  a  fadlory,  and  make 
amohdl  Ihcmfelvcs,  for  the  com- 
mon mtereft  of  the  faftorv,  fuch 
arrangeuftents  as  they  ihall  jiidge 
]properj   provided  the/  are  in  n6 


eluded  between  them  oii«tfae*95tI| 
pf  March,  .17^3}  Wid  ,Ai$,ira^ 
(ball  have  effed  immediate^  ait^r 
its  ratification:  this  term  .being' i9^ 
lapfed,  tbey  may  agree. togctbtf.M 
renew  or*  prolong  it.  .  : 

XXyiJ.  The  prefent  iie^ij  ^ 
navigation  and- 'Commerce  ihali  iHi 
approved  an.d  ratified  by  his  Bii« 
tannic  Majefly  and  his  Impemt 
MajeAy  of  all  the  HulTias ;  and  t)ui 
ratification,'  in  good  and  due  form. 
|hall  be  exchanged  in  the  (pace  pt 
three  months,,  or  fooner  if  it  can  be 
done>  reckoning  from  the  day  of 
the  fignature. 

la  faith  of  which,  the'  rcfpec- 
tive  Plenipotentiaries  have 
caufc4  two  copies  of  it  i4 
be  made,perfeftlyconformr 
able  to  each  other,  figned 
with  their  hands,  and  have 
thereunto  affixed  the  feah  bf 
theur  arms. 

Done  at  St.  Peterfburgfi  fh6 
ao-^lfl  of  February,  1797. 

S-O'     ALEXANDEk  douhf  of 

Befborodko. 
Prince  AiElA^DEtt  of 

Kourakin. 
Peter  of  Soimoho^; 
Charles  Wh^twojitih 


(J- 

(L. 


S.) 


(t. 


DECLARATION. 


We,  the  wnderfigned,  being  fiir- 


tefptd  contotry  te  the  Itwt,  fi»    niihed 'with  the  fnU  powers,  of  hif 

t  2  jtfajefiy- 
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Mtiellf  th«  Kitic  of  Great  Britaia 
cm  one  fide,  atid  his  Majefty  the 
Emperor  of  all  the  RuflSas  on  the 
^ther»  bAribg)  in  virtue  If  thofe 
Ml  DOwers,  concluded  and  (igned, 
M  St*  Peterftwirgh,  on  February 
^0-21,  1707,  a  treaty  of  naviga<^ 
Itonand  commerce,  of  which' the 
dtfa  article  fiales.  The  fubje^s  of 
the  high  contn^ng  parties  fliall 
Mt  pay  higher  duties  on  the  im- 
portation and  exportation  of  their 
merchandUc,  than  are  paid  by  the 
fiibje^  of  another  nation,  Sec.  de- 
Cltrebv  thefe  prefents,  in  virtue  of 
thofe  ^me  full  powers,  that  by  the 
^ffordi  9tker  naiimuy  European  nations 
ak>ne  are  to  be  underilood. 

The  prefent  declaration  (hall  be 
c^nfidered  as  making  part  of  the 
above-mentioned  treaty  of  navi- 
gation and  commerce,  iigned  Fe- 
bnraiy  io-ai,  6f  the  prelent  year, 
•Hd  this  day  ratified. 

Ill  faith  of  which,  we,  the 
j*cfpe^vc  Plenipotentiaries, 
-  •  have  caufed  two  copies  of-it, 
peife^ly  conformable  to 
each  other,  to  be  made,  have 
fighed  them  with  our  own 
hands,  and  have  thereunto 
affixed  the  feal  of  our  arms. 
I       Done  at  Mofcow  the  50th  o^ 

April  (Ilthof  May)  17J7. 
(t.  sj     AiEXANDKa  Count  of 

Bctborodko. 
(l.  8.)     Prince  AtEXANDER  of 

Kourakin. ' 
^L.  s.)     Charles  Whitwxjrtk,, 


^yfej^ag^  from  CentranVaJhingt$7t^    ac- 

cfm^mui^  hy  a  very  vdumimfn  St^tt- 

•  Faher^    the  Suhjea  rf  the  Difffrences 

ii'hich  fubjifi  bctiveen  France  ami  the 

United  States^  in  the  Form  rf  a  letter 

-  ^om   Mr.  hckfrwgi   '^^   Jmaicam 

Seaeiary  of  Siau^    to  Mj\  ' Finch:^y 

% 


Ae  Jmericmn  Mmt/ler  at  Parii,  it* 
liveredto  the  Hvafe  of  Eejjarrjentmtpae 
the  \9th  of  Jwatmy. 

AT  the  opening  of  the  prefeet 
Seflion  of  Congref^   t  mca- 
tioned  that  fome  circumfbances  a: 
an  unwelcome  nature  had  istely  oc- 
curred in  relation  to  France;  thai 
our  trade  had  fuffered,  and  was  fuf- 
fering    «xtenfive    injuries   in  the 
Weft  Indies,  from  the  ccuizcrs  and 
agents  of  ihe   French   RepuUic; 
and   that  communication  had  beta 
received   from  its    minifter    hcit, 
ivhich  indicated  danger  of  x  forther 
di(hirba«ce  of  our^comnierce  by  its 
authority;    and  that  w^   were,  ia 
other  re&e£b  far  £rain  i^ccable; 
but  that  I  refervedfor  a  fpedal  rac^ 
&ge  a  more  particular  communica- 
tion   on  this  interefUn^    fubjed. 
This  communication  I  now  make. 
The  comphdnts  of  the  French 
Minifter    embraced    moft    of  the 
tranfa^lioni  of  our  government,  in 
relation  to  France,  froBi  an  early 
period  of  the  prefent  war;  whici^ 
therefore,  it  was  neceflary  careful- 
ly   to    rcvie^i.     A  coUedion   has 
been  formed  of  letters  and  papers 
relating  to  thofe  tranfactions,  which 
I  now  lay  before  you,   with  a  let- 
ter to  Mr.  Pinckney,  our  Mininer 
at  Paris,    containing  an   examina« 
tion  of  the  notes  of  the  French 
Minifter,  and  fuch  information  as 
1  thought  might  be  ufefnl  to  Mr. 
Pinckney  iu  any  further  rcprefen' 
tations  he  might  find  necelf^'  to 
be^made    to  the   French   govtm- 
Aie^t.     The  immediate  ohged  of 
his  miiiion  was  to  ipake  to  that  go- 
vernment fuch  explanations  of  the 
principles  and  conduft  of  our  own, 
as,  by  manifeftingr  our  ^ood  faith, 
might  remove  ail  jealouly  and  dif- 
content,  and  mai^t^un  that  harmo- 
ny and  good  underfianding  with 
the  French  Republic^  which  it  has 

beea 
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been  my  coailant  folicitude  to  pre- 
ferve.  A  government  ifhkh  re* 
qtiired  only  a  knowled^  of  the 
tFUth  to  jumfy  its  meafures,  oouM 
not  but  be  anxious  to  have  this  fnl* 
ly  and  frankly  difplayed. 

GCCRGE  WaSBIVGTOK. 

Speech  tf  the  Prejtdeni  of  the  Ufiiied 
States  f^  jimerica  to  Cmigrefi^  on  efien- 
mg  the Se^fion^  May  XSth^  1797. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 
Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of 
Reprefentatives, 

THE  perfonal  inconveniences 
to  the  Members  of  the  Senate  and 
of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,'  in . 
leaving  their  families  and  private 
affairs  at  this  feafon  of  the  year, 
are  fo  obviovs,  that  I  tiie  more  re« 
^et  the  extraordinary  oocafion 
which  had  tendered  the  convention 
of  Congrefs  indifpeniable. 
.  It  would  have  afforded  me  the 
hje;h<;ft  £itisfa6tion  to  have  been 
able  to  congiatulate  you  on  a  reAo* 
ration  of  peace  to  the  nations  of 
Europe,  wnofe  animofities  have  en- 
dangered our  tranquillity ;  but  we 
have  itilL  abundant  cauie  of  grati- 
tude to  the  Supreme  Difpenfer  of 
national  bleffines,  for  general  health 
and  promifing  Teaibns ;  for  domef* 
tic  and  focial  happineis;  for  the  ra«- 
pid  promfs  ana  ample  acquifitions 
of  induftrv,  throu^  extendve  ter- 
ritories i  for  civil,  political,  and  re- 
ligious liberty.  While  other  dates 
are  defolatcd  with  foreign  war,  or 
coQviii£ed  with  inteitinc  divifions, 
(he  United  .States  prtffent  theplcaf- 
^Og.profpe^  of  a  nation  governed 
by  mikl  and  eanal  lawa;  generally' 
&tisfied  with  the  poiiefion  of  their 
rights ;  neither  envying  the '  advan^ 
tages,  n0r  fearing'  the  .power,  of 
other  nation?.;  fobidUua  -only  for 
th^  smuntenance  of  order  and  juf- 

I 


ticc,  and  the  prcfcrvation  of  liberty  j 
increaiing  daily  in  the  attachment ' 
to  a  fyftem  of  government,  in  pi"0« 
portion  to  their  experience  of  ita 
utilitv;  yielding  a  ready  and  gm'e- 
rai  obedience  to  laws  nowing  from 
reafon,  and  reiling  on  the onlvfo- 
lid  fioundationi  the  afibftion  or  the 
people. 

It  it  with  extreme  regret  that  I 
fhallbeobli^to  turn  yovr  thoughts 
to  other  pircumlbnces,  which  nd-- 
montfh  us  that  feme  of  thefe  felici* 
ties  may  not  be  laftin^i  but  if  the 
tide  of  our  profperity  is  full^  and  a 
reflux  commencmg,  a  vigilant  cir- 
cumfpedion  becomes  us,  that  vtre 
may  meet  our  reverfes  with  forti- 
tude, and  extricate  ourfelveti  from 
their  confcquences,  with  all -the 
ikin  we  poffefs,  and  all  the  efforts 
in  our  power. 

in  giving  to  Congrefs  information 
of  the  (late  of  thS  union,  and  re- 
commending to  their  confideration  * 
fuch  meafures  as  appear  to  me  io^ 
be  expedient  or  necenaxy^  accord-" 
ing  to  my  conftitutional  duty,  the 
caufes  and  the  obje^  of  the  pre- 
fent  extiaordinaryv  fttffion  will  be' 
exphuned. 

After  the  Prefident  of  the  Unit  dd^ 
States  received  information  that  tKe 
French  government  had  expreflM 
ferious  dlfcontents  at  fome  proceed- 
ings of  the  government  pf  thefe 
States,  faid  to  affed  the  interefls  of 
Fiance,  he  thought  it  expedient  to 
fend  to  that  country  a  new  mtnifter, 
fully  inftruded  to  enter  on  fuch 
amicable  difcuffions,  and  to  |;ive 
fuch  candid  explanations  as  might 
hap]>Uy  remove  the  difcOntents  and 
fuipicions  of  the  French  govern- 
ment, and  vindicate  the  conduct  of 
the  Unitedi  States.  For  this  pur^ 
pofe  he  feleded  (com  among  his^ 
feUow^ttaens^  a  chartider,  whofe 
integrity,'  talents,  experience,  and 
S  d  ferviceft 
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ffrvkesv  had  placed  hkn  in  the  rank 
of  the  moft  eueemed  and  refpe^bd 
ia  the  nation.  -  The  direA  objeA 
of  his  miiGoo  was  expreffed  in  his 
letter  of  credence  to  the  French 
KepubliCf  being  ^*  ta  maintain  that 
good  underihmding  which,  from- 
^'  ic  ommencQiaent  of  the  alliance, 
had  fu billed  between  the  two  na- 
tions; and  to  efface,  unlkvourable 
iim>reifioiis»  banifli  iiifpicions,  and 
rewre.lhat  cordiality  which  was  at 
once  the  evidence  and  pledge  of  a 
friendly  union."  Aod  his  inihiic^ 
tions  were  to  the  iarae  efied, 
^'  faith&Uy  to  reprefent  the  difpo- 
.  Tidon  of  the  government  and  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States,  their,  dif- 
pofitjon  being  one,  to  veniove  jea- 
ioufies  and' obviate  tcomplaints,  by 
fbowiog  iMt  they  wejre  groundlefs ; 
to  refiore  that  mutual  confidence 
which  had  been  fo  unfortunately 
and  ixyuriouflv  impaired;  and  to 
e^tphuA  tiie  relative  interefts  of  both 
countries^  and  the  real  fentiments 
cf  hisQwo/' 

A  minifier  thus  fpeciaily  commif- 
iioiied,  i|  was  expected  would  have 
jpfoved  the  inftrunient  of  reftoring 
mutual  confidence  between  the  two 
republics:  thcHrft  ftepof  the  French 
gc  /enuA^pt  correfpondf^id  with  that 
expe^lation ;  a  few  days  before  his 
alrrival  at  Paris,  the  Fi:ench  minifler 
of  foreign  relations  informed  the 
^American  minifter,  then  iieOdcni  at 
Paris>  of  the  formalities  to  be  ob- 
f^Tvtd  by  himfclf  in  taldag  leave, 


days  afterwards,  the  minifier  of  fb^  ' 
reign  relations  informed  the  recal* 
led  American  minifber,  that  the 
Executive  Diredory  had  determin- 
ed, not  to  receive  another  Miniiler 
Plenipotentiary  from  the  United- 
States,,  until  after  the  redrefs  of 
grievances  demanded  of  the  Ame- 
rican government,  and  wluch  the 
French  Republic  had  a  right  to  ex- 
petfl  from  it.  The  American  mi- 
nifter  immediately  endeavoured  to 
afcertain  whether,  by  refiifing  to 
receive  him,  it  was  intended  that  he 
fliouid  retire  from  the  territories  of 
the  French  Republic;  and  veifial 
anfwers  were  given,  that  iiich  was 
the  intention  of  the  DireAory.  For 
his  own  juftification  he  defired  a 
written  anfwer;  but  obtained  none 
until  towards  the  iaft  of-  January ; 
when,  receiving  notice  in  writing 
to  quit  the  territories  of  the  Repub- 
lic, he  proceeded  to  Amfterdam^ 
where  he  propofed  to  wait  for  in* 
ifoudions  from  this,  government. 
During  his  refideitice  at  Paris'carda 
of hofpitality were  refufed  him ;  and 
he  was  threatened  with  being  fub- 
jeAcd  to  the  jarifctid^n  of  the 
minifler  of  police:  but  with  be- 
coming firmnefs  ho  infiiled  on  tfa<^ 
proteoion  of  the  law  of  nations, 
due  to  him  as  the  known  minifter 
of  a  foreign  power.  You  will  de- 
rive further  information  from  his 
difpatches,  whidi  will  bo  kdd  be- 
fore you.  ' 

As  it  is  often  neceflSuy  that  na- 


and  by  lus  fucccHbr,  prepairatory  to  tions  ihould  treat  for  the  mutual 

his  rcqeption.     Thefe  formalities  advantage  of  their  affairs,  and  e(^- 

they  observed;  and  o^  tfaie  ninth  of  cialiytD'aC£<Kmmodateandteriiiiiiat«f 

I^cemb^r .  prefented  oiSc^aliyi   to  differences,  and  as^  thev  can  fkreat 

th^.  minifter  of.  foreign>  r<lationSi,  only  by  miniftcrs, -the  right  of  em- 

the  one  a  copy  .of  his  letter  .of  re-  baflV  i^  well  known,  and  efbbliibed 
call;  th^;o(hei'acopy'Ofhi#'lefter6«  by  the  law  apd  u6ge  of  naticttir. 

'^  crWitjiicc. :  T^efe  'w^re  laid  be-«  Thervfo^  on  the  part  of  France 

^9ff;^  ti^xei^vytiv^  l^'m&orfM  Two  tor  receive  aad  hear  our  minifter,*  is 
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Aea  the  <reiiitl  of  a  ri2;ht^  J>i]t  the: 
refiifal  to  i;eceive  him  until  we  have 
acceded  to  their  demands 'without' 
difcuffion,  and  without  inveffi|;a< 
tion.  Is  to  treat  us  neither  as  allies, 
oor  as  friends,  nor  as  a  fovereign 
fiatc. 

With  this  conduct  of  the  French 
goremment,.  it  will  be  proper  to' 
take  into  Tiew  the  public  audience 
given  to  the  Jate  minifter  of  the 
United  States,  on  his  taking  leave, 
of  the-  Executive  DireAory.    The 
fpeech  of  the  Prefident  difclofes 
fentiments  more  alarming  than  the 
Tcfu&l  of  a  minifter,  becaufe  mcne 
dangerous  to  ogr  independence  and 
union ;  and  at  the  fame  time  ilxidi- 
euily  marked  with  indignities  to* 
wards  the  government  of  the  Unit*- 
ed  States.     It  evinces  a  difpofitioa 
to  feparate  the  people  of  the  Unit- 
ed .States  fnnn  uie  government;  to 
perfuade  them  that  they  have  Ce- 
rent aiFeftions,  principles,  and  inte« 
xtihy  from  thoie  of  tneir  fellow-ci- 
tizens,' whom  they  themfelves  have 
chofen  to  manage  their  common 
concerns^  and  thus  to  produce  divi- 
lions  fatal  to  our  peace.     Such  at- 
tempts ought  to  be  repelled,  with  a 
deciiSoa  which  fhall  convince  France 
and  the  worid  that  we  are  not  a 
degraded  people,  humiliated  under 
a  colonial  fpirit  of  fear,  andfenie 
of  inferiority,  fitted  to  be  the  mife- 
rabie  inflnuaents  of  foreign  m* 
flueoce,  and  regardlefs  of  siatioaal 
honour,,  chara^er,  and  intereft. 

I  fliould  have  been  happy  to  have 
thrown  a.veil  over  thefe  tcanfaidions^ 
if  it  had  been  .poffible  16  tronceal 
them ;  but  they  have  pallbd  on  th^ 
great  ihoatne  o£.  the  world  Mn  the 
face  of  ali>  Europe  and  AraericfH^ 
^ndwith  facHdrc^lDiiaace•^f  pulb' 
liciSly  and  Hahsmsntf^ikU  Aeft  can^ 
Aot  be difguifed,  andmilnet ieoB 


be  fmottefi :  -^hey^hatte  inflided  a 
wound  in  Che  American  bredt.    It 
is  my  fincere  defire,  however^  thit' 
it  may  btf  heakd  {  tt  H  my  fincere 
defir^andlnthislpreiume  I  con^' 
cur  with  ytra,  and  with  our  confH- 
tuenis,  to  preferve'peace  and  firiend- 
fliip  with  alienations:  and  belieV-* 
ing  that  neither  the  honour  nor  the 
intenrft  of  the  United  States  abfo- 
lutely  forbid  the  repetition  of  ad* 
vauces  for  (ecuribg  thefe  defirabfe 
objefb  with  Prance,  I  ihall  infHtute 
a  freOi  attempt  at  negotiation ;.  and- 
fhall  not  £b21  to  promote  and  accele- 
rate «n  accommodation,  on  terms 
compatible  with  the  rights,  duties, 
interefts,  atui  honour  of  the  nation.' 
If  v^  iiave  committed  errors,  ahd' 
thefe>  can  be  demonflrated,  vfe  fliaff 
be  willing  to'  oorreA  them  5  if  we 
have  done  injui^  we  fliallbe  will- 
ing  on  conviction  to  redrefs  them  ;* 
and  <qual  meafures  of  jufiiee  we 
have«  right  to  expeCI  from  Fiance, 
and  every  other  nation.    Th^^di*' 
plomatic  intercourfe  fafietweeh  the 
United  States  and  FraAce  being  at 
prefent  fofpended,  the  government 
has  no  means  of  obtaining  dfiicial 
information    from   that   country; 
neverthelefs  there  is  reafon  to  he^ 
lieve'that  the  Executive  Dire^onr 
pafled  a  decree  on  the  ^  of  Marcn 
taft,  eontravening  in  part  thb  trea- 
ty of  amity  and  commerce  of  I  tTBJ 
injurious  to  our  lawful  connnereei 
and  endangering  the  lives  4lf 'Ou| 
citizens.     A  copy  of  this  4egrp6 
wilibeiiidhefoseyou.  .* 

Willie  w^  are  endeai^ourtnig  i§ 
irijuflail  anrdifferenccs  witt»  Prance 
by  amicable  ne^otiatidn,  thenr^ 
gtvft  sf  <tkd  ivar  ii;r'£ttrqpe^  the- de- 
4>tlsdaiionso^>dor.tximmek'c«,  tkik 
perfonal  ii^EMSrto.-oIr  ^dkiiieiii^ 
aiid:the:!f^namlitoaipl«mii>  •66ifr 
.fairs^  lisador  4i  ife^  ^  isc&Ej^i^iihfe 
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djity  to  reCMifiie94  to :  vow  eonfi- 
dpratiM  efffaufti  meaaites  of  de- 
fnicc. 

•  The  comxnercQ  of  tho  United 
States  has  becomean  i«i«reftin«  ob- 
je&ofattentioo,  whether  we  con- 
Sdcr  it  iji  relaliou  to  the  wealth 
and  finances,  or  the  ftreacth  and 
reiburcas  of  the  naUoa.  With  a 
fei^*coafi  of  near  two  thouftnd  miles 
io;  exteat,  opening  a  wide  field  for 
fiflieries,  navigation^  and  contmerce, 
a^eat  portion  of  ourdtbens  nato* 
fiuly  applv  their  induftry  and  enter- 
prize  lo  thcfe  obje6b.  Any  ferious 
iM  permanent  injury  to  commerce 
would  no|(iail  to  produce  the  moft 
embarrafiing  difonleiss  to  prevent 
it  from  being  undermined  and  dc- 
Sxoyed^  it  is  efiential  that  it  receive 
an  ade<}uat.e  prototfUon. 

.  Xt^e  naval  eftabliflunent  muft  oc* 
cur  to  every  maa  who  confiders  the 
injur^e^.  committed  on  our  com** 
^^ffH^ .  tbe  Jnfuhs  offered  to  our 
cUizfQSi  and  the  defoription  of  the 
ii;«^eis  by  wiiich  thde  abuiet  have 
Wen  pmdi/ed:  As  the  fufferings 
of  our  mercantile  and  fea-faring 
citizens  cannot  be  afcribed  to  the 
omiilion  ofduties  demandable*  con« 
meriag  the  neutral  fituati6n  of  our 
country,  they  are  to  be  attributed 
to  th?  ho|is  of  impumty,  vifing 
from  a  ftji^fed  inability  on  out 
par^  (o  afford  protection.  To  rt* 
^&  the  ccfnfemeneea  of  fucii  im* 
prfifllons  oti  the  minds. of  foreign 
9Mi^^»  and  to  guard  againft  .the 
degradation  andffenrllify  wUcb  they 
muft  finalljr  flampion  the  American 
eharader,  la  as  onpoitBit  duty  4if 
gvrennnent* 

A  aavalpoWexv  AesfttD  the  Hiili* 
tia«  is  tfacnatuialdelbaoe  of  the 
United'States.*  HiOtaiBperience  of 
Ite^bft^war  WQokl  te-  mfficient  (o 
ihoiw  liiatasnfderaie  niml  foroe^ 
tuk  as  would  be  eafily  wiAfaln  the 


prefeat  abilities  of  the  union,  would 
rarae  been  iufticient  to  have  baffled 
many  formidable  tranfportations  of 
troops  from  one,  fiatc  to  another, 
which  were  then  prafliied^  Our 
fea>coafis,  from  their  great  extent, 
are  more  eafily  annoyed,  and  more 
eafily  defended  by  a  naval  force 
than  any  other:  with  all  the  mate* 
riab  our  country  abounds ;  in  (kilt 
our  naval  architeds  and  navigators 
are  equal  to  any ;  and  commanders 
and  feamen  will  not  be  wanting. 

But  although  the  efiaUifhrnent 
of  a  permanent  fyftem  of  naval  de- 
fence appears  to  be  reqtiifite,  I  am 
iknfible  it  cannot  .be  formed  fo 
fpeedily  and  extenfivehr  as  the  pre- 
lent  crifis  ilemands.  Hitherto  I 
havo  thought  proper  to  prevent  the 
failing  of  armed  veifeis,  eiecept  on 
voyages  to  the  Eaft  Indies^  where 
general  ufage,  and  the  danger  from 
pirates,  appeared  to  render  the  per- 
miffipn  proper ;  yet  the  refbri^on 
has  origbated  folely  from  a  with  to 
prevent  colhifions  with  the  powers 
xt  war,  contravening  the  a&  of 
Congrefs  of  June,  1794,  and  not 
from  any  doubt  entertained  by  me 
of  the  poKcy  and  propriety  oi  per- 
mitting our  veifcis  to  employ  means 
of  defence  while  engaged  in  a  law- 
ful fordign  axnmerce^  It  remains 
for  Congrefato  prefcribe  fuch  ref- 
lations as  will  enable  our  fea-£u^)n| 
citizens  to  defend  thcmfelves  againir 
violations  of  the  law  o^natjons,  and 
at  the  fame  time  reflnun  them  from 
conuiihting  9iSti  of  hoftUity  againft 
the  powers  at  war.  In  addition  to 
theie  rolunt«r>'  provtfiohs  for  de- 
fence by  individual  dti^ns,  it  ap» 
pears  to  me/neo9nary  to  ^nip  the 
£^gates,  and'  provide  other  veflels 
of  inferior  force,  to  4ake  under  con- 
^nff  ftich  miirchant  vefl^  as  ibaU 
Mnialn  unanned. 

The  greater  part  of  the  cmifcrs, 
whofe 
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"^ofi;  depredations  hav«  been  laeft 
ijyurk}\»y  have  been  biiQt,  and  foine 
of  tbem  partially  equipped)  in  the 
United  States.  Although  an  effec- 
tual vcmody  may  be  attended  with 
difficulty,  yet  I  have  thought  it  my 
duty  to  piefent  the  {ubje£t  genenaU 
ly  to  your  confideration.  if  a  mode 
can  be  deviled  by  the  wifdom  of 
Congrcft,  to  prevent  the  refourcea 
of  the  United  States  from  bemg 
converted  into  the  means  of  annoy- 
ing our  trade,  a  great  evil  will  be 
prevented.  With  the  lame  view 
I  think  it  proper  to  mention  that 
fome  of  our  citi^ns  reiident  abroad, 
have  fitted  out  privateers,  and  Or 
therf  have  voluntarily  taken  the 
comniand,  or  entered  oa  board  of 
them,  and  commHtod  fpoiiations 
on  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States.  .Such  unnatural  and  ist^ 
quiious praftices  caabe  retrained 
only  by  levere  punilhments. 

But  befides  a  prote&ion  of  our 
commerce  on  the.  fiMii,  I  think  it 
highly  necellary  to  prote6^  it  at 
home,  where  it  is  colic Acd; in  our 
moll  important  ports.  The  dif« 
tance  of  the  United  States  froni 
Europe,  and  tiie  well -.known 
promptitude,  ardour,  and  courage 
of  the  people  in  defence  of  ik&g 
country,  happily  diminiih  the  pra- 
babiliiy  of  invi^on :  neverthelefs^ 
to  guaid  ag^nfi  fudden  and  preda- 
tory iiicuiiioiia,thefituation  c^fome 
of  our  prindpal  fca-ports  demands 
your  confideration;  and  as  our  coun- 
try is  vulnerable  in  other  interefls 
befides  thofe  of  its  commence,  you 
will  ferioully  deliberate,  whether 
the  means  ot  general  defence  ou^ht 
not  to  be  iBcreafed,  by  an  addition 
to  the  regular  artiRery  and  cavahy, 
and  fay  arrangeiBeats  fot  fotming  a 
provifionalarmy. 

With  Oii^fiiAt  vlffiT)  and  .us  » 


meafure  which^  even  iivtitftft  of 
oniverfal  peace,  ought  noKte  bo 
neglected,  I  recommend   to  yoHf  , 
coniiderattoa  a  rcviiion  of  the  ki««a 
for  oiganiciog,  arming,  and  Mel-* 
plinii^  the  militia,  to  render  thal^ 
natursl  and  hit  defence   of  the 
country  efficacious.     AkhougK  it 
is  very  true  that  m'c  ought  not  to 
involve  ouHelves  in  the  poHlloat 
lyilem  of  Europe,  but  to  keep  o\a^ 
felves  always  diftinfland  feparate 
from  it  if  we  can;  yet  to  elfe^  this 
feparation,  early,  piin^al,  and  con- 
tinual information  of  the  current 
chain  of  events,  and  of  thepoKtkai 
project  in  contemplation,  is  no  le& 
nece/Tary  than  if  we  were  direftly 
concerned  in  them.     It  is  neceflary^ 
in  order  to  the  difcovery  of  the  cif- 
forts  made  to  draw  us  into  the  vor- 
tex, in  f«!afon  to  make  preparation 
agatnll  them.     However  we  ma/ 
coniider   ourfelves,   the  maritime 
and  commercial  powers  of  the  world 
will  coniider  the  United  States  of 
America  as  forming  a  weight  in 
that  balance  of  power  in  Europe^ 
which  never  can  be  forgotten  or 
neple6bed.<    It  would  not  only  be 
againil  ourintereft,  but  it  would  be 
doing  ^rdhg'to  one  half  of  Europe 
at  l«kft,  if  we  ihouid  voluntanly 
throw  ourfelres  into  either  Icale. 
It  is  a  natural  policy  for  a  nation 
that  Ibidies  to  be  neutral,  to  con-r 
fult  with  other  nations  enga^^  in 
the  fame  fiudies  and  punutts:  at 
the  Dune  time  that  meafures  might 
be  purfned  with  this  view,  our  trea- 
ties with  Pniffia  and  Sweden,  one 
of  which  is  expired,  might  be  re-[ 
newed. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  oE 
Reprefeatatives,  .  .  .  >       * 

It  is  particularly  your  pKmricc  t6. 

CMfidcr  the  fiate  of  our  pobUc  fi-; 

nances/ 
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nances,  and  to  adopt  fuch  meafurcs 
rcfpedihg  them,  as  exigencies  ihaU 
Ije  found  to  require ;  the  prcferva- 
tion  of  public  credit,  the  regular 
extinguishment  of  the  public  debt, 
and  a  provifion  of  funds  to  defrav 
any  extraordinary  expences,  ^ll, 
pf  courfe,  call  for  your  ferious  at- 
tention. Although  theimpoiition 
of  new  burdens  cannot  be  m  itfelf 
•greeable,  yet  there  ia  no  ground 
to  doubt  that  the  American  peo}^e 
will  expert  from  you  fuch  meafures 
as  their  a^al  engagements,  their 
preCent  fecurity,  andfutnre intereft 
demand. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 
Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of 
Reprefcntativcs,  .   ..  ». 

The  prefent  fitua^on.of  our  coun- 
try impofes  an  obligation  on  all  the 
departments  of  government,  to  a- 
dopt  an  explicit  and  dedded  con- 
du£l.  In  my  iituation  aaexpofitton 
of  the  principles  by  which  my  ad- 
miniftration  will  be  gavei^ed»  ought 
not  to  be  omitted. 

It  is  impoifible  to  eonceal  frpm 
purfelves,  9r  the  world,. what  has 
been  before  obferved,that  endea- 
vours have  been  empjoyqd  ta  fo^qr 
and  eflablifli  a  dlviiio^  bj(,twf^h  the 
government  and  people  pi  the  Vm* 
ted  States.  Toinycftieatethe^aufel 
which  have  encourage^  Hih  attempt 
isjiajtnecen^iy ;  but  to  r^el  by  de- 
cided and  united  councils,  iafinua- 
ilons  fo  (derogatory  to-  honour,  ^  and 
a^greflions  fo  dangerous  to  the  con-* 
ilitution,  union,  and  even  indepe'nd^ 
eix^elpf  the  natio{^,.U  ^lindifp^pf? 
able  duty.  ^    '  * 

It  muft  not  be  permitted  to  be 
doubled 'whether  the  people  if  the 
United  Stat^s^'WiU  Aipp^'rithe  go- 
vcrnmeiit  ^l^^t)Jifl>ed  •  by )  theii^  ;f  o- 
liintvy  cpmisnt,  :and -apj[j>ii>ifiiJ^jo 
their  trpc  cTioice;  or  whether,  by 


{urrendertng  themfelvcs  totfedF- 
redtion  of  foreign  and  dome(tic  Ac- 
tions, in  oppofition  to  tHeir  owa 
fovernmont,  they  will  forfeit  the 
onourabte  Aation  they  have  hi- 
therto maintained. 

For  myfclf,  having  never  been 
indi^erent  to  what  concerned  the 
intereds  of  my  country,  devoted 
the  beft  part  of  my  life  to  obtain 
and  fupport  its  independence,  and 
conftanlly  witncffed  the  patriotlfm, 
fidelity,  and  perfeverance  of  my 
fellow-cttizens  on  the  moft  tiying 
occafions,  it  is  not  for  me  to  hefi- 
tate,  or  abandon  a  caufe  in  which 
my  heart  has  been  fo  long  en- 
gaged.  •     • 

Conviroed  that  the  cotadu6t  of 
the  government  has  been  jufl  and 
impartial  to  fcreign  nations;  that 
thofe  internal 'regulations,  which 
have  been  eftabliftied  by  law  for 
the  prefervation  of  peace^  ar«  in 
their  nature  ptoper,  and  that  they 
have  beeii  Mrly  exocuted,  nothing 
will  evtir  be  done  by  me  to  impair 
the  na^onal  engagements,  to  inno- 
vaite  v^n  principles  >  which  have 
been  fb  delil)eratcly  and  Uprightly 
eftabhihed,  or  to  (uiirender  io  any 
manner  the  rights  oi  the  govern- 
ment. "  Toeiuibleme.  to  maintain 
this  de^laiation,  I  rely,  under  God| 
with  entire  confidence  on  the  find 
and  eniightened^fp^K)!!  of  the  na<< 
tional  legiflature,  and'  upon  the 
virtue  and  patriortlfm  of  n^y  fellow* 
citizens.       •        John  Asams. 

;  fiJqiU  in  AnftoiJ-  fa  Jus,S/2e€fL  wfaa^ 

luaslifk  mme  than  an  Echo  if"  i/,  t^ 

folhrdi'mg  jlnjkiif^  xvas  x^turnfd*         • 

-  I .  RECElVJi.jdritb-great  fatis. 

faction    your    candid  approbation 

thank  you  for  your  aiTurance  that 

the 
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STATE    P  AP  E  R  S- 


2B^ 


tkt  Intrfefting  fubjedp  recommend- 
ed to  your  coniidention  fhaD  re- 
ceive every  attention  which  their 
importmce  demands;  and  that  your 
co-opention  n»y'  be  expeded  in 
thofe  raeafures  which  may  appear 
^eceffiu:v  for  our  fecnrity  or  peace. 

The  aedafadon  of  the  Reprefen- 
tatirea  oftlUs  nation  of  their  iatis- 
fifHon  at  my  promotion  to  the  fiHl 
office  in  the 'government,  and  of 
thrif  confidence  ia  my  imcere  en- 
deavours to  diicharge  the  various 
duties  of  it  with  advantage  to  our 
common  country,  have  excited  my 
mod  grateftil  felofibility. 

I  pray  you,  Gentlemen,  to  be- 
lieve, and  to  communicate  fuch  af- 
furances  to  our  conlHtuents,  that 
no  event  wRich  Ve  can  forefee  to 
be  attainable'  bv  any  exertions  in 
the  difcharge'of  my  duties,  can  af- 
ford me  (b  much  cordial  fsttisfac- 
tion  as  to  condndt  a  negotiation 
jnlh  the  French*  Republic,  to  a  re- 
moval  of  prqudice,'  a  oorredion  of 
errore,  a  diflipation  of  outrages,  an 
accommodation  of  all  diflferencts, 
and  a^  reftoration  of  harmony  and 
afe6lion,  to  the  mutual  fatisfa£Hon 
of  both  nations.  And  whenever 
the  legitimate  organs  of  intercourfe 
^all  be  refto^d,  and  the  real  feti- 
timcnts  of  the  two  governments 
can  be  candfdlv  communicated  to 
«ach  other,  although  ftrongly  im- 
jn'eflcd  with  the  neceffity  of  collea- 
ing  ourfelvesr  into  a  manly  pofture 
of  defence,  I  neverthelefit  entertain 
an  encotiraging  confidence  that  a 
mAJtuatfpirit^c^ciHation,  adif- 
pofition'  to  Compcnfete  injuries, 
and  accommodate  each  other  in  all 
our  relations 'and  opnneAions,  will 
procTdce  an'  agf^cfffent  to  a  treaty 
confiftcDt  with  tftfe.  rights,  duties, 
and  honour  ^fbb A  nationsfc        < 

y^^  States;  June  i^  1797. 


Mefage  reouved  fy  tk  Mmfi  f  JRp- 
prrfeittmtives  fnm  the  Prt/Uenti  wn  tie  \ 
\2th9fJitm^  1797. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of 
Reprefentatives, 

I  HAVE  received  informatioa* 
from  the  commiffioners  appointed 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States, 
purfuant  to  the  third  article  of  our 
treaty  with  Spain,  that  the  running, 
and  marking  of  die  boundary  line ; 
-  bcitween  the  colonies  of  Eaft  and^ 
Weft  Florida,  and  the  territory  of 
'  the  United  States,  have  been  de-j 
layed  by  the  officers  of  hi^  C»tho-> 
lie  Majeft}^,  and  that  they  have  de- > 
clared  their  intention  to  n^^ntain: 
his  jurifdi^on,  and  tp.fufpe^d  the., 
withdrawing   of  his  troops  from* 
military  pofts  they  occupy  within , 
the  territory  of  the  United  States, , 
until  the  two    governments  ihall; 
by  n<^otiatio|i  have   fettled    the  • 
meaning  of  tibe  fecond  article  ref- 
pe^ing  the   withdrawing  of    the. 
troops,    garrifons^    or  fettkments 
of  either  party,  ia  the  territory  of . 
the  other;  that  is,   whether  when  • 
the   Spanifh    garrifons    withdraw, 
they  are  to  leave  the  works  ftand-  ^ 
ing,  or  todemoliih  them;  and,  un- 
til by  an  additional  article  to  the 
trieaty,  the  real  property  of  the  in-' 
habitants  ihall  be  fecured,  and  like- 
wife  until  the  Spanifh  officers  are 
fure  the  Indians  will  be  pacific.  • 
The  two  firft  queflions,  if^  to  be  . 
xletenhined  by  negotiation,  might, 
be  made  fubjcfSIs  of  difcuffion  for-. 
years5  aad  as  no  limitation  of  time 
can  be^refci-ibcd.tQ"the  other  (^  , 
certainty  in   the  opinion,  of  the  , 
Spanifh  office^rs    that  the  Indiana.  ^ 
wiUlje  pacific;  it  will  be  impofii-, 
bk  Vo  ^.^r  itj  iq  remain  an  ob^-., 
cte  tpMtte/ulfiJfl^iit  of  the  treaty^ 
on  the  part  of  opain. 

1  To 
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•  To  remote  Ae  firft  difficultv,  I 
Imve  ilcteni^ned  to  leave  it  to  the 
dlfcretion  of  the  officer*  of  bis 
Catholic  Majeftjr,  when  they  with- 
dfSLw  his  troops  from  the  forts  with- 
in the  territoiy  of  the  United  States, 
cither  to  leave  the  works  fhinding, 
cr  to  demoliih  them  \  aiid  to  re- 
inow  the  fecond,  I  ditU  caofe  an 
aflkrance  to  bepublifhed,  and  to  be 
particularly  communicated  to  the 
ndniftcr  Of  his  Catholic  Majefty, 
and  to  the  Governor  of  Louifiana, 
tbat  the  fettlers  or  oCteupants  of  the 
lands  in  queftion,  fhali  not  be  dis- 
turbed in  their  poilMSons  by  the 
troops  of  the  United  States,  but, 
on  the  contrary^  tha^  they  fliall  be 
prote^ed  in  all  their  tawfiil  claims  s 
and  to  prevent  or  remove  every 
doubt  on  this  pomt,  it  merits  the 
£Onfideration  of  Congreft,  whe- 
ther ft  wiH  not  -be  expedient  izn- 
mediately  to  pafs  a  law,  giving 
positive  affiiran^e  tothofe  infiabit- 
ants,  who  by  fair  and  regular 
grants,  or  bv  occupartcy;  have  ob- 
tained legal  titles,  or  equitable 
claims  to  lands  in  that  country, 
prior  to  the  final  ratification  of  the 
tscaty  between  the  United  States 
and  Spain  on  the  25th  of  ApriL 
1796. 

^  This  country  is  rendered  pecu- 
liarly valuable  by  its  inhabitants, 
v^o  arc  reprcfcnted  to  amount  to 
nearly  fot)r  thoufand,  generally 
well  affeAed,  and  muth  attached'  to 
the  United  States,  and  zealous  for 
the  effaLbliihment  of  a  government 
under  their  authority: 

I  therefore  recommend  to  your 
confideration,  the  expedfcncV  of 
creating  a  government  in  the'  dif- 
trift  of  the  patches,  fimilar  to  that 
cflabliflicd  for  the  territory  north- 
wefVof  the  river  Ohio,  but  with 
certain  modifications^    relative  to- 


tUlca  in  daims  of  bnd,  wtetittr 
of  tn£vidiials  or  compankesi  or  to 
daims  of  jurifiiiftioQ  of  mbj  indivi- 
dual ftale* 

JoHV  Adams« 
United  ^ait5jjmi€\2y  1797. 

Mgfigefim  ikPujUoi^dUUmi^ 

Gentlemeil  <A  the  SMate,  and 
Gentlemen  ti  the  Hoofe  of 

ReprefeiiGitiveSf 

THE  whole  of  the  infetligence 
which  has  for  fome  time  bepn  rc- 
ceivfed  from  abroad,  the  correfjpoml- 
ence    between   this    governmeat 
aoAthe  mifiifters  of  the  belligerent 
powers  redding  hjsre,  and  the  ad- 
vices from  the  officers  of  the  United 
SXaites,  civil  and  military^  upon  the 
AeontierSi  all  confpire  to  ihew,  in  a 
very  ibong  Ught^  the  critical  fitu- 
ation  of  our  co«uitiv.    Tiiat  Con- 
grefs  might  be  enaoled  to  form  a 
more  perfeA  judgment  of  it,  and 
of  the  meafur^  nece^ry  to  be  ta- 
ken, I  hav«  diteded  tho  proper  of- 
ficers to  p;K{)are  fuch  colledions 
of  extrai£b  mm  the  public  corref- 
pondeoce,  as  nught  afford  the  clear- 
eft  information*    The  reports  made 
to  me  firook  the  fecretuy  of  fiatc, 
and  dw  fecretary  at  war,  with  a  col- 
le^bn  of  docutteots  from  each  of 
them,  are  now  communicated  to 
both  houfes  of  Cong-els.    I  have 
dcfired  that  the  memige,  reports,     I 
and  documients,  may  be  confidcred     | 
as  confidential,    mefelv  that    \h!^ 
members  of  both  houiea  *of  Con*     I 
grefs  may  be  apprifed  of  their  coo-     j 
tents  before  tkey  ihould  be  made     < 
public.     A«  foon  as  the    Houfes     I 
fbail  have  heatrd  them,  I  fhall  fob-     j 
mit  to  their  difcretji^iil  the  publics- 
tion  of  the  wholc^^  or  any  fuch  parts 

.     '  of 
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•r  lliem  a$  Aey  flfedfjadge  neccf-  fiOsfiiabry  explanatidnrtJpeaii^ 

iaiy  or  expedient  ft>^   the  pubUc  ft,ydurcort>niitteerenf  ^uieon- 

|d<kL     .  |Jnan«fttei',  which  accompanies  thU 

Jottw  Adams.    '  report. 

Uidttd  Suuts,  M  8.  1797.  ,  Tm-o  fenators,  now  nrefent  in  the 

ywua  ua«n, rf*/;r.  a,  * ,,,.  fcnate,"have  declared  t6  the  com- 

r.  BW,  ^f  -.  //&  JWi  fetttr  vm  wrttten  by  h.m  Yow 
.>.^..^f^^^       ■        :    ^o.™t^^i«ve  exa^nej^^^^^^ 

*  ^THAT  Mr.  Blount  having  fc-  cretary  of  war,  a  number  of  whidi 
clinedti\  acknowledgment  or  (Tenia!  are  herewith  fubmittcd,  as^wdl  td 
ttf  the  letter  imputed  to  him,  and  the  letter  addreflfed  bvtir*  Siowtf 
baTini^  finied  to  appear  to  give  any    (o  Mr.  Cocke,  his  colleague  in  th« 

fcnate| 

»  IhefilimOniis  a  Cofy  tfthe  Letter.  .   .  .    i: 

Dear  Carey,  Cd.  Kh^s  Jrmi^m^M^'  JprU  zxs  ^ 

I  wiibed  to  have  feen  you  before  I  returned  to  Pbiladel]pfaia )  bat  I  am  QbHgoA 
10  retura  lo  the  fcliion  of  Congrefs,  which  commences  on  the  15th  of  May.  ^^ 

Among  other  things  that  I  wiflied  to  have  feen  you  about,  was  the  bulinefs  of 
Captain  Chiiholm,  mentioned  to  the  Britifh  minifter,  laft  winter,  at  Philadelphia. 

1  believe,  but  I  am  not  quite  fare,  that  the  plan  then  talked  of  Avill  be  attempfeaj 
this  fall;  and  if  it  is  attempted,  it  will  be  in  a'much  larger  way  than  then  ulke4 
of:  a^d  if  <he  Indians  aQ.  their  part,  I  have  no  doubt  but  it  wilfruccced.  A  man 
of  coqfequcnce  has  gone  to  England  about  the  buHnefs;  and,  if  he  makes  arrange* 
mcDts  as  he  expe£(s,  I  (hall  myfelf  have  a  hand  in  the  bufi^efsi  .anftprofjably  ihall 
be  at  the  head  of  the  bufinefs  on  the  part  of  the  Britiih. 

Tou  are,  however,  to  underfland,  that  it  is  not  yet  quite  certain  that  the  p1«tt 
will  be  attempted;  yet  you  will  do  well  to  keep  things  in  a  train  for  a£Uon  in  caie 
It  iUould  be  attempted  $  and  to  do  fo  will  require  all  your  n>anasen)ent.  I  fay,  will 
require  all  your  management,  becaufeyou  mud  takje  care^  in  what^eryou  fay  t^ 
Roj^ers^  or  any  body  effe,  not  to  let  the  plan  bt:  diicovered  by  Hawkii^s,.I)iafmoorf 
Dyers,  or  any  other  perfon  in  the  intereft  of  the  United  States  or  Spain. 

If  [  attempt  this  plan,  I  ihall  endeavour  to  have  you  and  all  my  Indian  couatr]p 
tnd  Indian  friends  with  me  $  but  you  are  now  in  good  buiinefs  I  h  jpe,  and  you  anf 
act  to  rifk  the  loTs  of  it  by  fa^^ing  any  thin^  that  will  hurt  youj  until  you  again 
hear  from  me.  Where  Captain  Chifnolm  is  I  do  not  know ;  J  lefc  hip  in  Fhtlaf 
delphia  in  March,  and  he  frequently  vidted  the  minifter,  and  fpoke  uppn  the  fubf 
]^l  but  I  believe  he  will  go  into  the  Creek  nation,  by  way  of  South  Carolina  of 
Georgia.  He  gave  ont  that  he  was  eoiagto  £nelaod,'  bv^  I  did  not  believe  him^ 
Aoiong  other  things  that  you  may  CJely  do,  will  be  ,to  keep  upn^y  confeqcie&c^ 
J«ith  Watts,  and  the  Creeks  and  Cherokeea  generally ;  and  you  muft.by  no  meaqa 
^^y  any  thing  in  favour  of  Hawkins }  but,  as  often  as  you  can  wivh  iafcty  to  yourr 
felf,  you  may  teach  the  Creeks  to  believe  that  he  is  no  better  than  he  ihould  bt» 
Aov  power  orconiequence  he  geti  will  be  againft  our  plan* 

rerhaps  Hogers,  who  has  no  office  to  loie,  is  the  bcft  man  to  give  ont  talks 

j^aft  Hawkins.     Read  the  letter  to  Rogers,  and,  if  you  think  it  beil  to  fend  it  to 

him,  pot  a  yrafiir  ia  it,  and  forward  it  ta  him,  by  a  fafe  haad  -,  or,  perhaps,  you  had 
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£uiate,-aod  to  this  committee^  re<^  Cherokee  natioa  of  lodiaiiSy  aod 

fpeAing  this  buiinefs  now  under  an  aififtaot  in  thejptiSlic  h£torx  at 

cpnfideratioa;  and  find  then  all  to  TeUk;oBlock-hbu(e:  th^tHawkms, 

be  of  the  iiime  hand-writing  with  who  is  {6  often  mentioned  in  this 

the  letter  in  qneltion.    Mr.  Blount  letter  as  a  peHbn  who  muft.  be 

bas  never  denied  this  letter,  but^  bfenght  into  infpicion  among  the 

on  the  other  hand,  when  the  copy  Creeks,  and  if  poilible  driven  from 

iranfmitted  to  the  fenate  was  read  his  fiation,  is  the  fuperintetident  •( 

ifL  his  prefence  on  the  3d  iniUnt,  Indian  affiiirs  for  the  United  States 

he  acknowledged^  in  his  place,  that  among  the  fonthern  Indktis ;  Din* 

he  had  written  a  letter  to  Carey,  of  finore  is  agent  for  tiie  United  States 

whichhehadprefervedacopy^  but  in  the  Cherokee  nation^  and  By- 

pould  not  then  decide  whether  the  ers,  ^one  of  the  agents  in  the  pub- 

cppy  read  was  a  true  one.    Your  Uc  faAorv  at  Tellico  Block^-houfe. 
commUtfieiare,  therefore,  fully  per*        The  plan  hinted  at  in  tins  extra- 

iuaded  ihat  the  original  letter,  now  onUnary  letter,  to  be  executed  un- 

produced,  was  written  and  fent  to  der  the  aufpices  of  the  Bridlh,  is 

Carey  by  Mr.  Blount.     They  alfo  fo  capable  of  different  conilrudroiis 

find  that  this  man,  Qarey,  to  whom  and  coAje6h}res\  that  your  commit- 

it  was.  addrefled,  is,  to  the  know-  tee  at  prcfent  forbear  gtvin^  any 

kd^  of-  Mf.  Blount,  in  the  pay  decided  opinion' refpc^ng  fti  ex- 

4na   employment   of   the  United  cept  that  to  Mr.  Blount's  own  miid 

States,  as  their  intefprcter  to  the  it  appeared  to  be  inconfilletit  witit 

the 

better  feird  f6r  him  to  come  to  yon,  and  fpeak  to  him  yourfelf  refjpe^ing  the  ftate 
and  profpefb  of  things. 

'  I  have  adrifcd  you,  in  whatever  you  do,  to  take  care  of  yonrfelf.  I  hwe  now 
to  tell  you  to  take  care  of  me ;  for  a  dircovery  of  the  plan  would  prevent  the  iuc- 
ccfs,  and  much  t^re  all  the  parties  concerned.  It  may  be  that  trie  commilTipnen 
may  not  ruq  the  line  as  the  Indians  expe£k  or  \yi(h  ;  ^nu  in  that  cafe,  it  is  probable 
that  the  Indians  may  be  taught  to  blame  me  fir  making  the  treaty. 

To  foctr  coit^plMnts  «gairtft"mc,  If  flich  there  are,  it  may  be  faid  by  myfncnds> 
at  proper^  times  add  places,  that  Doublehead  confirmed  the  treaty  with  the  jPrefidcnt 
mtPhilad^Qi^iTarAnd  received  as  much  as  5000  dollars  a  year,  to  be  paid  to  the  na- 
tJonVover^nd  above  the  firft  price.  Indeed  it  may  with  truth  be  faid,  that  though  I 
made  the  treaty^  I*made  it  by  the  inftru£tions  of  the  Preiident  -,  and  in  hB.  it  may 
"With  troth  be  fat6;  that  I  w^s  by  the  Prefident  inftru6ked  to  purcfaafs  much  more 
land  than  the  Indians  would  agree  to  (ell. 

This'Ibrt  oif  talk  will  be  throwing  all  the  blame  off  me  upon  the  late  Prefidcnt; 
and  as  be  is  now  out  of  office,  it  wijl  be  of  no  confcquence  now  much  the  Indians 
blame  him.  And  among  other  things  that  may  be  laid  for  me  is,  that  I  was  not 
at  the  nmiiingbf  the  lihe,  and  that  ii  I  had  been,  it  would  hate  been  ran  more  to 
their  firttsfa'ib&n. "  lii  (hort,  you  undrt*fl8nd  the  fubje6t,  and  Vhdft  take  care  to  give 
^t  the  proper  Yilki  to  keep  up  mr  o6nfequence  with  the  Cfcdts  and  Chcrokecr. 
Can't  Rogers  continue  to  get  the  Creeks  to  defire  thp^  Prefident  to  take  Hawkins 
Out  of  the  nation  ?  For  if  he  ftays  in  the  Creek  nation,  and  gets  the  good-will  of 
•llhe  nation,  he  ton  and  will  do  gre<tt  tniury  to  our  plan. 

When  you  have  read  this  letter'  over  three  times,  then  burn  it.  I  fhall  be  at 
Knoxville  is  July  or  Auguft,  when  1  will  fend  for  Watts,  and  give  him  the  wluf- 
key  I  promifed. 

•  I  am,  &e. 

William  Blocst. 
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v.    .S  T-A'TE 

tU  if^crefts  of  Uhe  UjEuled  SUtes;. 
and  Qt  Spain  ;^  aoH.  he  w^,  therefore  , 
anxious  ip  conceal  it.£rom  both. 
But  whcii  thcy'^confidered  his  at-^ 
tempt  is^  feduce  Cacqf  .frofi  his'' 
duty  as  a  faithful  iotcrprcter,  and 
to'  emplc^  him  as  ^  engine   to 
aiienatethe  affe^Konandoonfidence 
of  the  Indians  from  the  public  offi- 
cers of  the  United  Stales  rtrfiding 
among  them ;  the  mejifarcs  he  has 
propoTed  to  excite  a  iempcr  which 
muft  produce  the  recall  or  expul- 
fion  of  our  fuperintendent  from  the 
Creek  nation^  h)s  infidious  advice 
tending  tb  the  advanceitieht  of  his 
own  popiHarity  and  cbnfequence  iat 
the  expeiifce  and  hazard  of  the  good ' 
•pinion  which  the  Indians  entertain 
of  this  govefiikftient, '  anrf  of   the 
treaties  niWifting  between  tft  and' 
fljem,  -^  your  c^ntmittee  haVe  no 
doubt 'tKat  Mr.  Blount's  conduct. 
lias  been  inconfiftent'With  his  pub- 
lic duty,  renders  him  unworthy  of - 
a  farther  continuance  ot  his  prelent 
public    thjft    in    thils   liody,    and 
tmounAs  to  a  high  miiclemeanor. 
-«Th€y  tlierefdre  .ifrtantmowfly  re- 
commend to  the  feAate  an  adoption 
•f  the  following  rcfolutioln : 

Refolvod,  That  William  Blount, 
Efq.  one  of  the  f^snators  of  the 
United  States,  hath  b^ein  guilty  of 
*  high-  imrdemeaner,  enl&ely  in- 
confiUent  with  his  pnbHc  truft  and 
diity  as  2(  fenalor  of  the  United 
6«rtc5.  ; 

On  RiJayJufy  7,  ^c'fottffkAhg  Meffa^ 
v:as  received  hy  the  Sikate  frm  m 
ihaft  tf  ReftrefeniativK, 

..  Wr.  Prefident, 

I  AM  commanded  by  the  Houfe 
*f  Rcprcfentatives,  in  their  name, 
^  in  the  name  of  the  people  of 
«}«  United  States,  at  the  bar  of 
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yo^f  houfoi  to  impopchi  WilUaiB 
Blount,  a  member  91  t^e  fenate,  ~ 
and. to  inform  you,  that  they  will 
exhibit,  in  due   time,'  articleif  of 
impeachment  agalnft  him,  and  make 
good ,  the  fame.    I  am  alip  cqm- 
niand^d  to  demand   lhi(  ^he  faid , 
William  Blount  befequeftefcd  from 
his'  feat  in"  the  fcnate,  and  that  or*^ 
der5  be  taken  for  his  appearance  to' 
anfvVfer  the  charges  which  they  iliaU 
bring  againft  him.   * 

On  Saturday,  July  S,  a  motion 
u*as  put  and  carried  "for  £he  dxpid*^ . 
fion  of  Mr.  Blount. 

Atithtnik  Documents^  laid  beftreCmffre/s  ' 
ly  the  Prejident  ef  the  United  Statts.     ' 

N^e/rm  the  Briti/h  Mimfier. 

R.  LISTON  prefcntshisrefpeas 
to  Colonel  Pickering,  fecretary  of 
fkte. 

•  When  you  firft  mentioned  to 
me  the  fuipicions  exprefled  by  the 
Spanish  minifter  refpeifting  an  ex- 
pedition fuppofed  to  be  preparing 
on  the  Lakes,  with  a  view  to  attack' 
the'Soaniih  pofts  in  LouilFana,  I' 
took  tne  liberty  of  obfervihg  to  you, 
that  I  had  no  knowledge  of  any 
ftich  preparations,  and  did  not  be- 
lieve they  exiiled. 

I  have  fincereqoefted  infonna* 
lion  on  the  fubjeA  from  the  gover-^' 
nor-generalt>f  Canada,  and  his  Ma» 
jefty's  fecretary  of  Ibte ;  and  I  have 
authority  to  aflbre  you,  that  no  ex- 
pedition of  the  nature  of  that  al- 
kided  to,  has  been  or  is  intended 
by  the  Britiih  government.  Indeed, 
the  impropriety  of  violating  the 
neutral  territory  of  the  United 
States,  is  an  obje^on  of  lioflicient 
magnitude  to  induce^  the  King's 
mim&ers  to  rejeA  any  fuch  plan, 
were  it  fuggcfted  to  them. 

FMlade§Ma^  June  19,  1797. 

i^«tt. 
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iKieJr^M  tHe  ^icretary  ^  State  »  Mr. 
Mjtjtfn% 

DepMrtment  ofStau^  PiUaA^Of 
,     ^^^^  'July  I,  1797. 

YOUk  notf!  pfUvc  19th  ofihc. 
Ufk  mo^tlv  Cutting  to  the  fufpicU 
oils  fMrf:!6kd  by  the  Spanifh  nu^i{'* 
l!^2  rclpe^ing  an  expedition  fug- 
gcUed  to  be  preparing  at  the  Lakes 
againft  (he  Spaniili  poiU  10  Louifi- 
ana»  I  ^i4  before-  the  preiident  of 
the  /UAiAod'  ^SMes,  who  received 

^-^r^at  fatisfa<5tion  firom  your  afliirance 
that  no  fuch  expedition  has  been 
or  is  intfcnded  by  the  firitifh  goverai^^^ 
jnent. 

Will  you  permit  me  to  iiw^uife 
whether  yini  can  give  any  ialiorma* 
tkm  ooaceraiBg  any  other  pfqjof^ 
mf^mk  fufwrfitkm.  agaiaft  any .  pact 
of  the  dominions  of  Spain,  adjacent 
tethe  tmitory«f  the  Vaited  States, 
where  of  hom  whence  any  co-ope*, 
ration  was  contemplated  ?  ;  I  am 
awsre  of  the  delicacy  ef  this  in* 
qoirys  hulk  the  fraaknefs  of  our 
verbal  anfwdr,  formerly .  relating  to 
the  alleged'  e]d}edkioa  nom  Ca^tia- 
d^,  -and  the  amran<e»  in  your  note 

^  aWve  aebtioned,  lead  me  to  h6pc 
that  vou  will  not  deem  the  prefent' 
inqutry  tnjpTbper;  and  the  prot>fs 
you  have- uniformly  given  of  rape^ 
to  the  rlgtes  aod  mtereft»  o#^  tW 
United  Sutes,  authorize  the  further 
hope,  that  you  will  feel  yomlfelf  at 
liberty  to  communicate  any  ibfbr-^ 
mation  yott  pofTefs,  which  onl  this 
occafioa  may  concern  their  ttmn- 
quillity  and  weliare;  and  I  beg  you 
fo  be  aifured  that  it  is  on  this  ground 
<inly  that  I  would  make  the  inquiry. 
I  will  add,  howeVer,  that  it  is  not 
the.refuk  of  fufpicion,  but  of  infor** 
mation  fin  which  your  naipe  is  in- 
troduced) thatlfome  projed  of  the 
lujftl  has  been  CQatemplatedi  aiid 


that  thfc  mcany  ptxiipoM  for  cany* 
ing  it  into  execution  could  not  but 
be  highly  detrimental  to  the  United 
States. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
with  great  refpedv  Sir, 
Tout  riioft  obedient  fenrknt^ 
TnnoTHY  Pic<.»&xirc. 

Rdtfrt  Lifion^  £/q,  jEovw  Ex- 
troorJhutry  tmd  Aunifier 
PUni/i^tentiarf  ^f  kis  Brt» 
taftmc  Majefy  f  At  Unit-' 
•d  Statfs. 

Rejkfy  f  Mr.  Lijltm. 

R.  LISTON  prefents  his  refpcds 
toG^lonel  Pickeringi  fecreta^  of 

I  K^e  had  the  honour  of  receiv- 
i|tf  your  letter  of  vefterday. 

In  the  cpyri^r  laft  winter,  fome 
perfons  did  a&;uaiix  propel  to  no 
a  plan  for  an  attack  o^  tne  Florkias» 
and  the  other  poflbQona.  of  his  Ca- 
tholic Majefiy  adjoining  to  the  ter- 
ritories of  the  .United  Smtsi* 
.  Thegeaetttloiitlineoftliopro^ 
was,  tikttt  tbe  expeditioa  flioldii  b« 
undertaken  byaKiiMh  force  iWt 
by  fea,  and  feconded  hv  a  number 
of  met!  resident  within  tA%  jliiuts  of 
the  United  States,  M'h«s  I  w?s  af- 
fured,  would  be  willing  to  jcMO  the 
King's  ftaadardy  if  it  were  ere^lcd 
^  the  Spaailh  territory. 

I  informed  the  profe^rs  that  I 
could  not  give  any  encourageijieDt 
to  a  plan  of  this  nature ;  and  I  par* 
ticularly  ftated  two  obj^ons  to  tt ; 
^e  inmrpppiety  of  any  meafure  that 
tended  to  a  vjolation  of  the  neutra- 
litv  of  the  United  States,— and  the 
innumanity  of  calling  in  the  aid  of 
the  Tndiahs  t '  a  circumfiance  hinted 
at  in  the  converfation  that  had  takea 
place  on  the  fubje^b. 

.  I  conceived  it  to  be  my  duty, 
however,  to  mention  the  bufinefi 
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in  my  cdfrefpondence  with  my  fii- 
pcriors;  and  I  lately  received  an 
anfwer,  acquainting  me  that  his 
Majefty-s  minifters  did  not  think 
proper  to  give  any  countenance  to 
the  projeet.  The  two  obje^ons 
above  ailuded  to  (which  I  had  of 
courfe  infiiled  on  in  my  repert)  are 
ilated  as  fufiicient  reafons  for  its  re- 
jcftion. 

You  muft  allow  me.  Sir,  to  de- 
cline entering  iirto  any  further  par- 
ticulars: on  the  one  hand,  becaufe, 
although  I. have  all  along  fu0>eAed 
tbt  the  perfons  who  propoied  the 
Dlan  to  me,  might  not  improbably 
be  employed  by  the  enemies  of 
Great  Britain,  to  endeavour  with 
finifter  views  to  infinuate  themfelves 
into  my  confidence ;  yet  as  thefe  my 
furmifes  may  be  faife,  1  fhould  not 
be  jufHfied  in  betraying  the  fecrets 
of  men  who  may  have  meant  me 
well;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  be- 
caufe,  however  loofe  the  principles 
of  thefe  fpcculators  may  have  been 
on  the  fubjed  of  the  law  of  >oations 
(3s  it  regards  the  duties  of  neutra- 
lity) none  of  them,  in  their  inter- 
courfe  with  me>  ever  exprefled  fen- 
timents  that  were  in  any  degree 
boflile  to  the  interefb  of  the  United 
States. 

Piilade^a^  Jsify  2. 

^^dre/s  cf  tie  PrefiJeni  ^  the  Umted 
States  tf  America  to  Congrefsy  m 
•Jtenmg  the  Se/pon^  Novemher  23. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 
Gentlemen  6f  the  Houfe  bf 
Reprefentative% 

1  WAS  for  fome  time  af^pre- 
henfive  that  it  would  be  neceflarv, 
on  account  of  the  contagious  fici- 
nefs  which  affeded  the  city  of  Phi- 
ladelphia, to  convene  the  national 
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leffiflature  at  fome  other  place* 
This  nieafure  it  was  defirable  to  a- 
void,  becaufe  it  would  occafion 
much  public  inconvenience,  and  a 
confidenible  public  expence,  and 
add  to  the  calamities  of  the  inhabit- 
ants of  this  city^  whofe  fufferings 
muft  have  excited  the  fympathy  of 
all  their  fellow-citizens.  There- 
fore, after  taking  meafures  to  af- 
certain  the  (late  and  decline  of  the 
iicknefs,  I  poftpotled  my  determi- 
nation, having  hopes,  now  happily 
realifcd,  that,  without  hazard  to  the 
lives  or  health  of  the  Members, 
Congrefs  might  aflemble  at  this 
pkce,  where  it  was  next  by  law  to 
meet. .  I  fubmit,  however,  to  your 
confideration,  whether  a  power  to 
poflpone  the  meeting  of  Congrefs, 
without  paffing  the  time  fixed  by 
the  conilitution  upon  fuch  occa* 
fions,  would  be  a^^lefiil  amendment 
to  the  law  of  One  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  ninety-four.  Altho' 
I  cannot  yet  congratulate  you  oh 
the  re-efibablifhment  of  peace  in 
Europe,  and  the  refloration  of  fecu- 
rityto  the  perfons  and  properties 
of  our  citizens  from  injuftice  and 
violence  at  fea,  we  have,  neverthe* 
lefs,  abundant  caufe  of  gratitude  to 
the  Source  of  benevolence  and  in- 
fluence, forinterior  tranquillity  and 
perfonal  fecurity,  for  propitious 
leafons,profperous  agriculture,  pro- 
duAive  fifheries,  and  general  im- 
provements :  and,  above  all,  for  a 
national  fpirit  of  civil  and  rdigious 
liberty,  and  a  calm  but  fleady  d^- 
terminat\pn  to  fuppott  our  fove- 
reignty,  as  well  as  our  moral  and 
religious  principles^  againfl  all  open 
and  fecret  attacks. 

Our    Envoys    Extraordinary  to 

the    French   Republic    embarked, 

one  in  July^  the  other  in  Auguft, 

to  join  their  colleagues  in  Hollands 

T  I  hav<i 
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I  have  received  intelligence  of  the 
arrival  of  both  of  them  in  Holland, 
from  whence  they  all  proceeded  on 
their  journey  to  Paris,  witliin  a  few 
da\s  of  the  19th  of  September. 
Whatever  may  be  the  refult  of  this 
miiTion,  I  tnift  that  nothing  will 
have  been  omitted  on  my  part  to 
condu^  the  negotiation  to  a  liiccefs- 
ful  conclufion,  on  fuch  equitable 
terms  as  may  be  compatible  with 
the  fafely,  honour^  and  interefts  of 
the  United  States.  Nothing  in  the 
mean  time  will  contribute  fo  much 
to  the  prefervation  of  peace,  and 
the  attainment  of  juilice,  as  a  mani- 
fclUtion  of  the  energy  and  unani- 
mity,  of  which,  on  many  former 
occafions,  the  people  of  the  United 
States  have  given  fuch  memorable 
proofs,  and  the  exertions  of  thofe 
relources,  for  national  defence, 
which  a  benevolent  Providence  has- 
kindly  placed  within  their  power. 

It  may  be  confidently  averted, 
that  nothing  has  occurred  fincc  the 
adjournment  of  Congrefs,  which 
/enders  inexpedient  thofe  precau- 
tionary meatures  recommended  by 
mc  to  the  contideration  of  the  two 
Hoviv  s,  at  the  opening  of  your  late 
cxtraoKlinary  ieffion.  If  that  fyf- 
tenj  w  as  ihcn  prudent,  it  is  more  fo 
iio\;,  r.s  increafmg  dcpix'dations 
lire iigthcn  tiic  reafons  for  its  ad(^- 
tion, 

Inuced,  whatever  may  be  the  if- 
fue  of  the  negotiation  with  France, 
and  whet  tier  the  war  in  Europe  is 
or  is  not  to  continue,  I  hold  it  moil 
certain,  that  permanent  trtiuquillity 
and  order  will  not  fooJi  be  obtain- 
ed. The  ftate  of  fociety  has  fo 
long  been  dillurbed,  the  fenfe  of 
j-nojal  ?.nci  rcrligious  obligations  fo 
r/iuci)  weakened,  public  faith  and 
P5*jf.ii,a]  honour  have  bcenfoimo 
p;.ir  .ti,  xc  Tpe^^  to  treaties  tas  been 


{o  diminifhed,  and  the  hv  i»  1 
tions  has  loft  fo  much  of  its  f^n 
while  pride,  ambition,  avarice, 
violence,  have  been  fo  much  .^ 
ftralned,  there  remains  no  rcsu 
able  mund  on  which  to  t^  i 
expeoation  that  a  commerce,  ris 
out  pn)te6Hon  or  -defence,  i^i3  it 
be  plundered. 

The  commerce    of  the  Is 

States  is  eilential,  if  not  to  tkmst 

iftence,  at  lead  to  their  ctol^ 

their  growth,  profperity,  andhsn 

nefs;  the  genius,  chara(£ber,as^  a 

bits  of  the  people  arc  highly  :m 

mercial;   their  cities    have  bsM 

formed  and  exfft  upon  commc::! 

our  agriculture^  fiflieries,  art^  o 

manura<fhires,  are  conncded  til 

and  dependent  upon  k.     la  ^ 

commerce  has  made  this  coiq 

what  it  is,,  and  it  cannot  be  de&?i 

ed  ox  nesie^ed,  without  involr^ 

the  peopfe  in  poverty  and  ditid 

Great  numbers  are  dircdly  ■ 

folely    fupportcd    by    navigaai 

The'iaith  of  fociety  is  pledged  ^ 

the  prefervation  of  the  ri^b  < 

commercial  and  feafianng,  no  Id 

than  for  thofe  of  the  other  ddztri 

Under  this  view  of  ouraf{siis«i 

(hould  hold  myfelf  gmky  of  a  i* 

gled  of  duty  ir  I  forbore  to  rccss- 

mend  tliat  wc  fliould  makeevtrf 

exertion  to  protect  our  comir^i 

and  to  i^ace  our  country  in  a  ui- 

able  poihire  of  defence,  as  the  cc ,» 

fure  means  of  preferving  boiii. 

I  have  entertained  an  cxpt"^ 
tion  that  it  would  have  been  in  '; 
power,  at  the  opening  of  ihi^  '^■' 
lion,  to  have  communicated  to }  - 
the  agreeable  information  c*  t- 
due  execution  of  our  treaty  * >i- 
his  Catholic  Majefty,  refpcdir^  -« 
withdrawing  of  his  troops  frtxn  ^^• 
territory,  and  the  deroarcati(>n  ^' 
the  linf  of  limits:  but,  by  the  ia^f^^ 
authcB- 
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iutfaenticintdiigeiicey  Spaiiiih  gaiN 
rifons  were  ffill  coatinned  within' 
our  coOTitiTyand  the  running  of  the 
boundary  Kne  hud  not  been  cdm- 
menced.  Thcfc  circumihnice^  are 
the  more  to  be  regretted,  as  they 
cannot  fail  toaffea  the  Indians  in  a 
manner  rnjurioiis  to  the  United 
States.  Still,  however,  indulging 
the  hope  that  the  anfwers  which 
baye  been  given  will  remove  the 
objedtions  offered  by  the  Spanifh 
officers  to  the  immediate  execution 
of  the  treaty,  I  have  judged  it 
proper  that  we  fttould  continue  in 
rcadinefs  to  receive  the  pofts,  and 
to  ran  the  Knc  of  limits. 

Further  information  on  this  fub- 
jcd  will  be  communicated  in  the 
cowfeofthc  feffion. 

In  conne<^ion'with  the  unplea* 
fent  ftate  of  things  on  our  weftern 


The  -Commiffionm '  appoihfetl 
under  the  fifth  article  of  the  Treaty 
of  Amity,  Commerce,  and  Naviga- 
tion, between  the  United  State! 
and  Great  Britain,  to  afcertain  thd 
river  which  was  truly  intended  un- 
der the  name  of  the  River  St.  Croi^t, 
mentioned  in  the  treaty  of  peace^ 
met  at  Paizamaquody  Bay,  in  O^o- 
ber  1796,  and  viewed  the  mouths 
of  the  rivers  in  qneition,  and  thd 
adjacent  ihores  aiwl  iilands ;  and  be« 
ing  of  opinion  that  a«ftiuai  furveyfl 
of  both  rivers  to  their  fources  were 
ttcceflary,  gave  to  the  agents  of  thd 
two  nations  inilrut^ons  for  that 
purpofe,  and  adjourned  to  meet  at 
Boiton  in  Auguft.  They  met,  bnt 
the  furveys  requiring  more  time 
than  had  been  fuppofed,  and  not 
being  then  completed,   the  Com* 

miflioners  again  adjourned,  to  meet 

frontier,  it  is  proper  for  me  ta   at  Providence,  in  the  ftate  of  Rhod« 
mention  the   attempts  of  foreign    Ifland,  in  Tune  next,  when  we  ma/ 


agents  to  alienate  the  affeAions  of 
the  Indian  nations,  and  to  excite 
them  to  adual  hoftilities  again  A  the 
United  States.  Great  adivity  has 
been  exerted  by  thofe  perfons  who 


expe<Et  a  nnat  examination  and  de« 
cinon. 

The  Commiffioners  appointed  Ivi 
purfyance  of  the  6th  article  of  the 
treaty,  met  at  Philadelf)hia  in  Ma^ 


have  insinuated  themfelves  among    laft,  to  examine  the  claims  of  Bn*' 
the  Indian  tribes  refiding  within    tifh  fubjedb  for  d^bts  contra^Ved  be« 


the  territories  of  the  United  States, 
to  influence  them  to  transfer  their 
alFcftions  and  force  to  a  foreign  na- 
tion; to  form  thcnfi  into  a  confe- 
deracy, and  to  prepare  them  for 
war  againft  the  United  States. 

Although  meafures  hare  been 
taken  tocounteraftthefe  infra^ons 
of  our  rights,  to  prevent  Indian  hof- 
tilities, and  to  preferve  entire  their 
attachment  to  the  United  States,  it 
is  my  duty  to  obferve,  that  to  give 
a  better  cffea  to  tfaefe'  meafures, 
and  to  obviate  the  confequence  of 
a  rcj)ctition  of  fuch  pradices,  a  law. 


fore  the  peace,  and  ftill  remaining 
due  to  them  from  citizens  or  inha- 
bitants of  the  United  States.  Va- 
rious caufes  have  hitherto  prevented 
any  detertninadon;  but  the  bufi-' 
nets  is  now  refum^,  and  doubtlefa 
will  be  profecuted  without  inters* 
ruption. 

Serend  decifions  on  the  claims  of 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  for 
loiles  and  damages  fuflained  by  rea- 
foB  of  irregular  and  illegal  captures^ 
or  condcltnnations  of  their  velFelsor 
other  property,  hare  been  made  bf 
-  -«^^vti.i\#ii  Ml.  luvu  pjiaL.i,ivv;9,  a  lAw,    the  Commiifioners  in  London,  con* 
J>roviding  adequate  rranifhmeilt  for    fermaWy  to  the  feventh  article  of 
fachoffnices.  may  be  nece(fiuy.        the  treaty^    The  fums  awarded  b^ 
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the  CoiTuniffionen  faaire  been  paid 
by  the  Britilh  government.  A  con- 
iiderable  number  of  other  ciaimsy 
where  cofk  and  damages,  and  not 
captured  property,  were  the  only 
objeds  in  queftion,  have  been  de- 
cided by  arbitration ;  and  the  fums 
Rwarded  to  the  citizens  of  the  U- 
nited  States  have  alio  been  paid.. 

The  Commiilioners  appomted  a* 
greeably  to  the  2lft  article  of  our 
treaty  with  Spain,  met  at  Philadel- 
phia m  the  fummcr  pail,  to  examine 
and  decide  on  the  claims  of  our  ci- 
tizens for  lodes  they  have  fullained 
in  confequence  of  their  veflels  and 
cargoes  having  been  taken  by  the 
fubjeds  of  his  Catholic  Majefty, 
during  the  late  war  between  Spain 
and  France.  Their  fittings  have 
been  interrupted,  but  now  are  re- 
fumed 

The  United  States  being  obligat- 
ed to  make  compenfation  for  the 
loflesand  damagesfuillined  by  Bri- 
ti{h  fubjeds,  upon  the  award  of  the 
Commiffioners  aifHng  under  the 
fixth  article  of  the  treaty  with  Great 
Britain,  and  for  the  lofles  and  da- 
mans fuftained  by  Britiih  fubjefb, 
by  reafon  of  the  capture  of  their 
ye^als  and  merchandize,  taken 
mithin  the  Umits and  jurifdi^on  of 
the  United  States,  and  brought  in* 
1Se>. their  ports,  or  taken  by  veflels 
originally  armed  in  ports  of  the 
United  States;  upon  the  awards  of 
the  C(>nimiffioiierB  aifting  under  the 
feventh  article  of  the  fame. treaty,. 
it  k  hiceiTary  that .  provifion  be 
made  for  fotelUng  wefe  obliga- 
tions. ,  ., 

The  numerous  eaptpres  of  Ame- 
rican veHQls  by  the  cruizers  of  the> 
Srcnch  Republic,  and  of  Ume  by 
thofc  of  Spain,  have  occafioned 
eoniiderable  expences  in  ovaking 
and  fupporting  the  f^laim  of  our. 


citizens  before  their  tribnmds;  and 
the  funis  required  for  the  purpofe 
haive,  in  divers  infhmoes,  been  dif- 
burfed  by  the  Confub  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  By  means  of  the  iaroe 
captures,  great  numbers  of  tfur  fea- 
men  have  been  thrown  aihore  in 
foreign  countries,  deiHtute  of  all 
means  of  fubfiftence;  and  the  ikk, 
in  particular,. have  been  expofed  to 
grievous  fufferings.  The  Confuls 
have  in  thefe  caies  aifb  advanced 
money  for  their  rdief.— For  thefe 
advances  they  reafonablv  expe^^re- 
imburfement»  from  tne  United 
States. 

The  Confular  Aft,  relative  to 
feamen,  requires  revifion  and  a- 
mendment :  the  provifions  for  their 
fupport  in  foreign  countries,  and 
for  their  return,  are  found  to  be 
inadequate  and  ineffeftuaL  Ano- 
ther provifion  feems  neceflary  to  be 
added  to  the  Confular  Aft:  Ibme 
foreign  veilels  have  been  difcover- 
ed  failing  under  the  flag  of  the  U- 
nited  States,  and  with  foreign  pa-^ 
pers.  It  feldom  happens  t£it  the 
Confuls  can  deteft  this  <ieception, 
becaufe  they  have  no  authority  to 
demand  an  infpeftion  of  the  regiflcr 
and  fea-letters« 

Gentlemen^  of  the  Houfc  of 
Reprefentatives, 

It  is  my  duty  to  recommend  to 
Your  ferious  confideratlon  thofe  ob- 
jefts  which,  b^  the  conftitutioo, 
are  placed  particularly  within  your 
fphere,  the  National  Debt  and 
Taxes. 

Since  the  decay  o(  the  feudal 
fyftom,  by  which  the  pubUc  de- 
fence was  provided  for,  chiefly  at 
the  expence  or  individuals, /the 
fyfte^  of  loans  has  been  introdu- 
ced: and  as  no  nation  can  raife 
witl^a  the  y^arj^  by  taxes,  fufficient 
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foms  for  its  defence  and  militaiy 
operatidh  in  time  of  war,  the  fum 
loaned,  and  debts  contracted,  have 
neceflarily  become  the  fubjeCt  of 
what  haye  been  called  th€  ninding 
fyftems. 

The  confequences  arifing  from 
the  continual  accumulation  of  pub- 
lic debts  in  other  countries,  ought 
to  admonifh  us  to  be  careful  to 
prevent  their  growth  in  our  own. 
The  national  defence  muft  be  pro-, 
vided  for,  as  well  as  the  fupport 
of  government;  but  both  (hould 
be  accomplifhed  as  much  as  poffi- 
ble  by  immediate  taxes,  and  as  little 
as  poffible  by  loans. 

The  Eftimates  for  the  fervice  of 
the  enfuing  year  will,  by  my  di- 
reftion,  be  laid  before  you. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  and 
Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of 
Reprefentatives, 

We  are  met  together  at  a  mod 
intercfting  period.  The  fituation 
of  the  pnncipal  powers  of  Europe 
are  fingular  and  portentous.  Con- 
nected with  fome  by  treaties,  and 
with  all  by  commerce,  no  import- 
ant event  there  can  be  indifferent 
to  us.  Such  circumftances  call, 
with  a  peculiar  importunity,  not 
lefs  for  a  difpofition  to  unite  in  all 
thofe  meafures  on  which  the  ho- 
nour, fafety,  and  profperity  of  our 
country  depend,  than  for  all  the 
exertions  of  wifdom  and  firmnefs. 

In  all  fuch  meafures  you  may 
rely  on  my  zealous  and  hearty  con- 
currence. John  j^ams. 

To  the  Addrffs^  wJiich  is  nearly  the  Ech^ 
rf  tJie  aiove  S/tecci^  the  Prefident 
made  the  folhnving  Reply. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate, 
I  thank  you  for    this    addrefs. 
When,  after  the  moft  laborious  in- 


veftlgation,  and  fcrious  reflection, 
without  partial  confidefation?  or 
perfonal  motives,  meafures  have 
been  adopted  or  recommended,  I 
can  receive  no  higher  teftimony  of 
their  rc£Htude  than  the  approba- 
tion of  an  Aflembly  fo  independ- 
ent, patriotic,  and  enlightened,  as 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 

Nothing  has  afforded  me  more 
entire  fatisfa^on  than  the.  coinci-' 
dence  of  your  judgment  with  mine, 
in  the  opmion  of  the  eflential  irti- 
portance  of  our  commerce,  and  the 
abfolute  neceflity  of  a  maritime  de* 
fence.  What  is  it  that  has^  drawn 
to  Europe  the  fuperfluous  riches  of 
the  three  other  quarters  of  the 
globe  but  a  marine?  What  is  it 
that  has  drained  the  wealth  of  Eu- 
rope itfelfinto  the  coffers  of  two' 
or  three  of  its  principal  commercial 
powers  but  a  marine  ?*  The  world' 
nas  furhiflied  no  example  of  a  flour- 
ifhing  commerce  without  a  mari- 
time protection;  and  a  moderate 
knowledge  of  man  and  his  hiftoiV 
will  convince  any  one,  that  no  fuch 
prodigy  ever  can  arife.  A  mercan- 
tile marine  and  a  military  marine 
muft  grow  up  together— one  can- 
not long  exift  without  the  other.  . 
JohnAdams. 

Mfjfagt  from  ibe  DireShry  rfthe  Freuck 
Republic^  mi  the  24/^  ^/»^>  tP  the 
Council  if  Fiv^  Hundred. 

Citizens  Reprefentatives, 

THE  lamentable  ftate  of  the 
finances  becomes  worfe  eve- 
r\'  moment ;  all  the  branches  of  thp 
public  fervicp  fuffpr;  they  will  all 
fail  together  in  a  few  uays,  if  a 
prompt  remedy  be  hotadminiftered* 
^  view  of  their  adtual  fituation 
will  demonftrate  this  fad  truth. 
The  accounts  of  credit,  opened 
i^nce  the  ift  Vend^miairp  to  this 
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day,  amount  to  ihp  Cui9  of  four 
Hundred  and  five  aiillions.  The 
fums  paid  in  the  aforefaid  period^ 

Sch  as  annuities  and  penfions,  and 
e  falaries  in  myriogramraes,  a- 
mount  to  twenty  or  twenty-five 
millions;  the  total  fums  of  which 
the  payment  has  been  authorifed 
by  the  legiflative  body  to  about 
foxur  hyndrcd  and  twenty-fiv^  ix|il- 
£ons^ 

^  Of  this  fum,  the  miniflers  have 
ftill  feventy  millions  to  difpofc 
T'he  jninifter  of  finance  has  fuf- 
pended  the  payment  of  thirty-eight 
millions,  on  prders  of  payment  de- 
^  livered  to  him.  That  fum  i^iay,  to 
7L  certain  degree,  be  confidercd  as 
if  it  had  not  been  appointed  to  be 
paid ;  and  thence  it  refults  that  the 
^xpences  a6hially  diiburfed,  whe- 
ther by  the  authority  of  the  tw:o 
councils  of  the  legiflative  body,  by 
the  miniflers,  or  by  other  perfons, 
amount  oply  to  three  hundred  and 
feventeen' millions.  Theexpences 
of  the  campaign  of  Italy  arc  not 
included  in  this  fum,  except  foine 
fums  particularly  authorifed;  be- 
caufe  as  the  army  lives  on  the  pro- 
duce of  the  contributions  which  it 
caufes  to  be  levied,  the  account 
will  be  regulated  definitively.  But 
the  army  of  Italy  conftitutes  not 
the  fole  force  which  tlie  republic 
fitpports]  it  has  befides  under  its 
flandards,  \  the  armies  of  the  Rhine 
and  Mofelle,  the  Sambre  and  the 
Meufe,  the  garrifons  of  the  inte- 
rior, the  extraordinaries  of  the  ma* 
rine,  &c.  and  when  the  political 
fituation  of  the  republic  is  confide- 
rcd with  impartiality,  it  fhould  be 
matter  of  furprife  to  fee  ourfelves 
arriving  within  two  months  of*  con- 
cluding the  year  with  a  fimple  au- 
thority for  the  expencc  of  three 
kundred  and  feventeen   miIlionS|' 


vhewas  previous  to  the  revolution, 

much  greater  fums  were  expended 
lA  ordinary  periods. 

Doubtlefs,  the  fum  total  of  the 
expences  is  not  yet  exa£Uy  known^ 
nor  confequently  fettled ;  but  what 
we  ab'eady  know  and  perceive,  fup-» 
ports  the  force  of  this  obfervalion. 

This  flate  of  things  will  appear 
ftill  more  aflonifhing,  when  you 
coofider  that  of  theie  three  hun- 
dred and  feventeen  millions  ex- 
pended, mpre  than  eighty  are  ftill 
aue  to  the  parties  who  fhould  re- 
ceive them,  and  that  their  titles 
confifl  either  in. a  pledge  on  the 
value  of  national  property,  or  on 
the  produce  of  contributions  to  be 
brought  in ;  thence  it  refults,  that 
if,  on  the  one  hand,  the  authorifed 
expences  amount  to  three  hundred 
and  feventeen  miliions,  the  pay- 
ments made  amount  only  to  two 
hundred  and  forty,  or  two  himdred 
and  fifty  millions.  All  the  chefb 
however  are  empty.  We  cxifl  only 
from  day  to  day ;  and  this  polition, 
well  known  to  the  national  treafure, 
ought  to  prevail  over  all  the  hj-po- 
thetical  calculations  which  may  be 
prefented  to  attempt  to  defl.oy  it. 
Its  exaftnefsis  befides  demon  irratcd 
by  all  the  fhtements  of  monies  al- 
ready received,  and  of  thofe  to  be 
received,  which  the  commifiaries  of 
the  national  treafury  have  prefenl- 
ed  almoft  every  month.  You  will 
thence  fee.  Citizens  Reprcfcnta- 
tives,  that  whatever  efforts  we  ufe, 
we  cannot  calculate,  by  the  exifting 
laws,  on  more  than  twenty-four  or 
twcnty-fi\?e  millions ;  you  mufl  alfo 
forcfee  that  the  amount  of-  tlie  two 
or  three  following  months  will  not 
arrive,  by  reafon  of  the  flow^ncfs 
experienced  in  the  receipt  of  dircA 
contributions  during  the  harveft- 
If  calculations   apparently  higher 
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e  prefentecU  they  give  only  nomi- 
il  ellimates ;  but  it  is  not  with  them 
at'the  public  fervice  can  be  main- 
ined.  What  imports  it,  in  reality, 
at  the  receipts^  amount  to  fifty 
illions  (if  you  will)  per  month, 
we  znuil  dedu^ft  thcrcfrotn  ten 
illions  remitted  by  orders  of  dif- 
large,  as  many  in  bans  de  requifitim^ 
70  millibns  en  cotie  natiofu^e^  three 
illi&ns  in  charj^es,  which  are  reck- 
led  neither  in  the  accounts  of 
ccipt  nor  cxpediture  ;  as  then 
lere  remain  only  twenty-five  at 
fpofal. 

It  has  been  complained,  that,  in 
pder  to  fuilain  the  public  fervice, 
wf  have  been  ^ven,  payable  out 
f  the  contributions  to  be  levied ; 
ut  with  regard  tofums  failed,  there 
efwhedfome  inconveniences.  What 
leafure  is  exempted  from  incon- 
enience,  when  the  receipt  is  below 
he  expenditure?  The  Executive 
yire^tory  has  endeavoured  to  ft<^ 
his  proceeding,  by  deciding  that, 
n  future,  no  owler  of  payment  (hall 
)e  delivered  but  ondifpolable  funds. 
To  commence  putting  this  meafure 
n  practice,  there  was  of  public  trea- 
Ture  only  759,970'  livres  ;  it  was 
acceiary,  from  the  want  of  docu- 
ments, to  confider  as  already  col- 
le£tcd,  all  the  prefumed  incomes  of 
a  whole  decade.  Making  a  due 
diftribution  of  this  fum,  there  re- 
mains difpofable  for  the  fervice  of 
ten  days,  after  dedu(5ling  the  pay  of 
the  fubfiilence  of  the  army,  the  an- 
nuities, penfions,  and  indemnifica- 
tioii  "of  the  legiflative  body,  only 
234,oqo  livres.  That  fum  bcine 
evidently  infufficient,  the  commil- 
fioners  of  the  treafury  have  been 
required  to  endeavour  to  procure 
500,000  livres  by  negotiation ;  they 
replied,  that  they  were  unable  to 
procure  it;  and  if  iticy  had  not 


been  able  to  announce,  at  the  fame 
time,  that  we  might  calculate  on 
400,000  livres,  arifing  from  an  an- 
terior operation,  we  Ihould  have 
found  ourfelves  under  an  impoffi- 
bility  of  making  fupplies  which 
could  not  be  uifpenoed  without 
endangering  the  puolic  fafety. 

The  Executive  Directory  has  often 
already  fubmitted  to  you.  Citizens 
Repreientatives,  its  obfervations  on 
this  flibjeA ;  it  dreads  not  making 
known  the  ftate  of  the  pubWlfor- 
tune,  becaufe  it  is  convinc^a  of  A 
poffibility  of  recruiting  it,  fo  a£  to 
re-animate  the  confidencfe  of  good 
citizens,  to  ftrike  defpair  into  our 
internal  ei^e^ies,  to  aftonuh  our 
external,  ajji^lSlnally  to  demonftrate 
that  the  ^SfSvolution  has  not  been 
made  in  France  to  terminate  in 
that  fhite  of  difh^fs  which  is  now 
experienced  in  that  country. 

You  will  obferve,  Citizens  Repre- 
fentatives,  that  we  are  reduced  to 
re-aflefs  the  landed  contribution 
which  ought  to  have  been  leviable 
ten  months  ago ;  that  the  law  which 
was  to  produce  (ixty  millions  by 
the  perfonal  contribution  of  the  5th 
year,  is  not  yet  made;  that  the 
great  communes  have  not  at  their 
difpofition  the  fupplementary  means 
which  are  neceflary  for  their  local 
cxpences,  and  thai  we  a^e  under 
the  neceffity  of  remitting  to  the 
commune  of  Paris,  that  it  may  pro- 
vide for  its  local  cxpences  almoft 
all  the  taxes  of  the  department  of 
the  Seine ;  that  the  indirect  contri- 
butions announced  fince  the  begin- 
ning of  the  ye^r  are  not  even  yet 
put  in  a  train  of  difcuflion ;  that  the 
improvements  which  may  be  attain- 
ed from  cnregiftering  ftamps,  mort- 
gages, and  pofls,  are  vet  but  mere 
projects ;  that  the  resources  which 
may  be  drawn  firora  mortgaged  lands 
T  4  and 
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*  and  rent -charges  not  feudal,  are 
ftill  entire. 

The  utility  and  the  neccffity  alfo 
of  thefe  objects  have  been  long  ac- 
knowledged :  fince  it  has  been  pro- 
pofed  to  fubmit  them  to  your  deli- 
derations,  the  hopes  conceived  from 
them  had  fuftaincd  the  fervice ;  that 
refource  does  no  more  exift ;  other 
means  are  become  indifpenfable ; 
without  authorifing  them,  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  next  decade  will  be  im- 
poffibte. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  Executive 
pireaory  to  declare  to  you  tliat'it 
has  arrived  to  the  point  of  that  crifis 
which  it  announced  a  long  time 
ago,  and  that  it  has  retard^ed  it,  by 
all  the  means  in  its  power  to  ufe. 
You  will  find  ip  your  wifdom  the 
means  of  obyiaiing  the  incalculable 
evils  that  muft  i^eAilt,  if  thjg  public 
treafuiy  does  not  receive  prompt 
and  efficacious  fuccpurs. 

The  Executive  Diredory  invites 
you,  Citizens  Reprefentativcs,  to 
take  into  corJideration  the  requeft 
that  it  has  made  to  you. 

The  following  fz^  ptpvc  how 
urgent  it  i^  :—  ^ 

We  l^arn  tha^  the  pay  of  the  arr 
my  Is  in  arrear! 

There  ^r/5  only  2S4  thoufand 
francs  for  urgent  purpofcs,  ^yhiph 
require  ten  millions. 

There  is  more  th^h  five  due  to 
pcrfon  in  employment,  the  n;ajor 
part  of  whom  have  not  yet  received 
the  whole  of  what  was  due  to  them 
in  the  month  of  Germinal. 

The  repairs  of  roads  and  public 
monuments  are  about  to  be  fuf- 
pended.  ... 

The  providers  of  bread  to  the 
prifons  muft  jlop. 

The  fervice  of  the  hofpitals  is 
expofed  to  the  fame  danger. 

T^fsre  is  no  tffcfJ&ve  referve. 


There  remains  nothiog  difpof* 
able. 

It  is  to  you,  Citizens  RcprefeT»ta- 
tiv^  alone  that  it  belongs  to  fuod  a 
remedy. 

(Signed) 
Carnot,  Prefidcnt. 
Lagabde,  Secretary  General. 

Meffa^e  from  the  Fxeanive  Dirtiiwn  f 
the  Cmmc'd  tf  Five  HtiTuhiJj  tfth 
1  ^th  Thermidv  (Aug,  1 J 

Citizens  Reprefentativcs, 

THE  Executive  Dire^iory  has 
juft  given  the  fecond  decifion  on 
the  urgent  payments  to  be  made  in 
the  fecord  decade  of  Themiidcr ; 
the  demands,  onginating  from  th« 
moft  prefhng  wants,  amounted  to 
about  twenty  millions.  In  order  to 
maintain  the  public  fervice,  it  was 
neceflary  to  confider  the  prefumpN 
tive  receipt  of  the  departments  dur* 
ing  the  laft  decade,  and  tiiat  of  the 
national  treafury  during  the  prefent, 
as  funds  adiially  to  be  difpofed  of. 
The  fum  total  of  thefe  funds  it  has 
not  been  poflible  to  rate  higher 
than  at  6,620,000  livres,  which  have 
been  diftributed  in  fuch  manner  as 
appeared  moft  conformable  to  the 
fubfifting  law?,  and  the  fupport  of 
the  public  fervice,  under  the  difHeult 
circumftances  wherein  we  areplaced. 
There  remains  a  deficit  of  about 
fourteen  millions  for  the  next  de- 
cade, to  which  is  to  be  added  the 
expence  of  thp  ten  following  days. 
Whatever  calculations  may  be  made, 
Citizens  Reprefentatives,  it  muft 
be  evident  to  you,  that  our  prefent 
means  are  not  fufficient.  From  the 
ftatement  tranfinitted  to  you  a  few 
days  fince  by  the  national  treafury, 
it  is  clear  that  we  cannot  expe^  to 
receive  twenty -three  millions  in 
fpecie  during  tl)e  month  of  Ther- 
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Siklor.  Witii  means  fo  feeble,  it 
tifill  be  unpoffiMe  tQ  maintain  the 
public  fervice;  and  the  difficulties 
It  labours  under  renders  its  fituation 
worfe  every  day.  This  ftatc  of 
things  deferves  your  attention  the 
more,  as  it  miii|;ht  be  altered  by 
making  ufe  of  tne  refources  which 
the  republic  has  yet  lefL  The  per- 
fuafion.  Citizens  Repreientatives, 
that  theie  refources  mil  exift,  has 
hitherto  fupported  our  courage  and 
animated  our  hope ;  but  it  is  time 
to  improve  them.  The  minifter  of 
finances  has  pcHnted  out  fome  of 
them  in  the  report  annexed  to  this 
mefl&ge.  The  Dire^ry  has  met 
withmquent  opportunities  to  in- 
vite you  to  examme  into  thefe  re- 
fources, and  the  danger  of  the  pre- 
fent  moment  obliges  them  to  repeat 
this  reqiaeft.  From  a  convioion 
that  the  adoption  of  proper  mea- 
fures  for  reiloring  public  credit 
would  produce  the  moil  fortunate 
change,  the  Direiflory  fincerely  wilh 
that  you  may  take  them  into  ipeedy 
confideration. 

(Signed) 

<Darkot,    Prefident. 

Laxsa&de,  Secretary  General. 

^tjfagefnm  ike  Dhreawy  t0  tlte  Cmtcil 
•fFtve  Hundred^  9th  rf  Augufi. 

Citizens  Reprefentatives, 

THE  Executive  Direftory  tranf- 
niits  you  the  declfion  which  it  has 
juft  made  refpe^ng  the  urgency 
of  the  payments  which  are  to  take 
place  dunng  the  Sd  decade,  the  fbte 
of  the  demands  formed  by  the  pro- 
per officers,  and  the  rpport  of  the 
niiniflcr  of  the  finances,  it  deiires 
you  would  infpcA  thefe  documents, 
and  compare  the  prefent  fbite  of 
^S^  w^jbi  th.Qr  fituation  in  which 


we  have  been  at  a  (imilar  period^ 
during  the  two  precedinc;  decades. 

It  requeils,  above  all,  that  you 
would  compare  the  urgency  of  the 
public,  wants,  the  evils  refulting 
from  them,  the  anxiety  which  they 
diffiife,  and  the  apprehenfion  which 
they  ixif(»re  on  the  fubje6t  of  the 
common  fafety,  with  the  advantages 
that  could  be  enfured,  were  Sie 
refources  which  are  flill  in  the  pof- 
feffion  of  the  republic  made  dif- 
pofable. 

Take  away,  Citizens  Reprefenta* 
tives,  every  thing  that  prevents  you 
from  enfuring  the  neceHary  returns 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  military 
fervice,  the  pay  and  fubfiflence  of 
the  troops,  the  payment  of  the  pub* 
lie  creditors,  the  fklaries  of^the 
public  functionaries,  already  fevend 
months  in  arrear,  and  the  difcharge 
of  tlie  expences  which  the  govern- 
ment cannot  poflpone,  without 
compromifing  the  condu^  which  it 
ought  to  obferve  for  the  perform* 
ance  of  its  duty,-Tthe  internal  and 
external  fafety  of  the  republic. 

The  refources  which  can  be 
brought  into  a£Hon  are  of  two  kinds. 
The  one  requires  feme  previous 
meafure  before  they  can  be  made 
difpofable ;  the  other  may  ferve  as 
fecurities  for  contra6b,  the  execu- 
tion of  which  would  furnifh  a  fuiii- 
cient  delay  for  the  attainment  of 
thefirfl. 

But  they  both  call  for  an  immedi« 
ate  determination;  and  if  no  ufe 
be  made  of  them,  they  are  of  as 
little  moment  as  if  they  never  ex- 
ifted.  A  proper  ufe  of  them  may, 
and  can,  extricate  the  finances  from 
the  dangerous  crifis  to  which  they 
are  at  prefent  reduced.  The  peril 
is  immment ;  but  if  you  ena^  the 
laws  which  have  been  demanded  of 
yoU)  whic)i  the  public  opinion  calls 
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fdfV  and  the  cnnmiffions  dbarged 
with  the  examination  of  them  have 
pronounced  to  be  necefGuy,  the 
dangers  with  which  we  are  threat- 
ened will  difappear.  Our  enemies 
know  that  France,  with  her  prefent 
oonftitution,  has  only  to  exprefs  a 
wiih  to  ameliorate  her  finances, 
that  the  means  of  courfe  will  follow, 
and  that,  if  thefe  means  be  well 
cmplovod,  they  muft  produce  the 
deiired  effeft.  It  is  time,  Citizens 
Reprefentatives,  to  juftify  that  opi- 
nion, by  deliberations  that  will  give 
validity  to  it.  The  fafety  of  the 
country  is  intimately  connei^ed  with 
them.  Let  the  Situation  of  our 
finances  be  once  ameliorated,  and 
peace  will  naturally  find  its  way 
back  to  our  territories.  Under  its 
aufpices  all  the  French  will  reap  the 
fruits  of  their  glorious  efforts  in  the 
caufe  which  they  have  made  tri- 
umph. 

The  Executive  Direaory,  Citi- 
zens Reprefentatives,  renews  its 
moll  prefling  invitations  that  you 
may  take  into  your  difcuffion  the 
laws  relative  to  the  finances  and  the 
receipts,  which  may  place  the  reve- 
nue on  a  par  with  the  indifpeoiablc 
di/burfements  of  the  Hate. 
(Signed) 

Car  NOT,   Prcfident. 

Laga&de,  Secretary  General. 

linage  fnm  the  Dire^cry,  to  the  Comtcil 
^Flve  Hundred  on  the  1 0th  ^  Augujl^ 
in  Anfaxi  to  the  Refdutim  of  the  Coun^ 
€il  reffie^inv  the  March  rf  the  Troo/is 
within  the  Confiitutimal  Umiti. 

Citizens  Reprefentatives, 

The  Executive  Direaory  delayed 
replying  to  yourmefEige  of  the  17  th 
of  this  month,  relative  to  the  march- 
ing orders  given  to  four  regiments 
of  cl»fieurs^  which  were  to  pafs  by 


terte-Afaiis,  in  the  expcaOttion  Aai 
the  report  of  the  committee  of  ia- 
fpedors^  upon  which  that  mjd&ge 
had  been  adopted,  would  be  printed. 
It  is  not  yet  pmited ;  but  the  Di- 
redoiy,  who  in  the  mean  tiiiie  have 
been  coUeding  the  diDCuments  they 
were  defirous  of  procuring  reQ)e6t- 
ine  the  mute  of  thefe  troops,  con- 
fider  it  their  duty  to  trammit  to 
you  fuch  information  as  has  readi- 
ed them. 

Citizen  Leiage,  Commi&iy  <i 
War,  has.  made  the  following  de- 
claration upon  this  iubjed : 

^^  Citizen  Leiage,  Commiffiiry  of 
War  for  the  army  of  the  Sambre 
and  Meufe,  charged  with  the  police 
of  the  divifion  of  chafleurs  com- 
manded by  General  Richepaufe, 
certifies,  tint  after  the  faid  General 
had  given  to  him,  at  Durenne,  the 
itinerary  of  the  route  which  this 
divifion  was  to  obferve  in  going  to 
Chartres  (an  itinerary  which  was 
entirely -written  by  General  Riche- 
paufe,  but  not  figned  by  him)  he 
received  at  Aix  la  Chapelle  the 
order  of  proceeding  in  that  deilina- 
tion,  and  preparing,  beforehand, 
at  the  places  pointed  out,  the  ne- 
ceflkry  provifions  and  quarters  for 
four  regiments  which  compofed 
that  divifion,  but  which  were  only 
to  arrive  in  fucceflion  at  three  reft- 
ing  places ;  that,  without  examin- 
ing the  itinerary  which  had  been 
given  to  him,  or  knowing  that 
Ferte-Alais  was  within  the  confti- 
tutional  limits  of  Paris,  he  expe- 
dited the  order  for  the  route,  in 
confequence  of  which  the  troops 
were  to  march— that  he  followed 
the  route  to  Rheims— that,  being 
there  afilired  that  the  letters  he  had 
written  to  CharleviUe,  with  direc- 
tions to  the  municipalities  of  the 
places  through  which   the  troops 
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were  to  pafs,  had  been  duly  re- 
ceived, and  having  no  further  pre- 
cautions to  take,  as  the  municipal 
admiiiiftrations  were  charged  with 
quartering  and  providing  for  the 
troops,  he  yielded  to  the  defire  of 
feeing  his  family,  who  rcfide  at 
Chartrcs,  and  left  the  route  of  the, 
divifion  to  take  the  fhorter  one  by 
Soiflbns. 

"  He  further  certifies,  th^t  nei- 
ther  the  General  Richepaufe,  nor 
any  other  ftafF  officer,  gave  him  any 
other  marching  order  than  the  a- 
bove,  the  itinerary  of  which  was 
tranfir^itted  to  him  at  Durenne: 
—that,  during  the  courfe  of  the 
march,  he  did  not  hear  anv  of  the 
troops  fpeak  of  their  deibnation; 
that  he  only  heard,  at  Bonn  and 
Durenne,  perfons,  who  did  not  be- 
long to  the  army,  fay  that  the  divi- 
fion was  to  embark  sit  Breft/* 

General  Richepaufe  ftates,  on 
his  part,  that  he  received  an  order 
from  General  Hoche,  dated  Co- 
logne, the  15th  Meffidor,  in  the 
following  terms : 

**  General  Richepaufe,  com- 
manding the  divifion  of  horfe  chaf- 
feurs,  is  hereby  ordered  to  proceed, 
with  the  four  regiments  under  his 
command,  to  Brcft,  by  the  way  of 
Chartres  and  Aien^on. 

(Signed)  «  Hochb." 

General  Richepaufe  has  befides 
made  the  following  declaration, 
which  he  fubJcribed  before  the  Di- 
reftory  on  the  22d  of  Thermidor : 

**  I  certify,  that  it  was  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  order  of  the  General 
in  Chief,  Hoche,  dated  the  15th 
Meflidor,  direi^ing  me  to  proceed 
with  the  four  regimente  under  my 
command  to  Breft,  by  the  way  of 
Chartre^  and  Alen^jon,  that  I  traced 
the  route  by  which  the  divifion  I 


commanded  was  to ,  proceed  tn 
Chartres ;  that  I  was  totally  igno- 
rant of  the  exigence  of  any  law 
which  required  that  the  troops^ 
fhould  not  come  within  twelv«r 
leaguesof  Paris;— that  I  even  was 
inclined  to  have  made  them  paf» 
through  Paris;  and  that  the  aifii- 
culty  of  maintaining  order  among 
troops  quartered  In  a  large  city,  was 
the  only  reafon  which  determined 
me  not  to  adopt  that  route ;  that 
my  intention  was  evidently  pure; 
for,  if  it  had  not,  I  would  not  havo 
ordered  a  commifiary  of  war  to  have- 
preceded  me,  who  was  fix  days  be- 
fore the  van  of  the  troops,  whigh 
was  the  head  of  the  column,  com* 
manded  by  me. 

(Signed)     "  RickEPAUffB.** 

Such  is  the  information  which 
the  Dire£lory  has  procured  ;efpcA- 
ing  the  marching  order  given  to 
the  four  regiments  of  chafleurs- 
drawn  from  the  army  of  tlie  Sambre 
and  Meufe,  and  which  were  to  pafs 
bvFerte-AlaistoBreft. 

While  the  Dire6lory  confine  their 
anfwer  to  this  point,  they  confider 
it  neceflary  to  direft  your  attention 
to  a  flatement  which  appears  to 
have  been  contained  in  the  report 
upon  which  your  meflage  was 
founded. 

All  the  journals  agree  in  fiating, 
that  you  were  informed  that  arms 
and  ammunition  had  recently  been 
diihibuted  at  Chartres  to  five  hun- 
dred ruffians,  for  the  purpofe  of  fup-. 
prefling  or  of  threatening  the  free- 
dom of  the  legiflative  body.  This 
Hatement  is  completely  difproved 
by  the  municipality  or  the  place : 
the  Aroces-verhal  of  the  municipa- 
lity has  been  adclreflcd  to  you ;  fo. 
that  you  muil  already  be  convinced 
that  the  enemies  of  the  country, 
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have  led  the  mtobers  of  your  com- 
mittee into  an  error  upon  this  fnb- 
jeft. 

We  now  come,  Citizens  Reprc- 
fentatives,  to  the  fecond  part  of 
your  mefiage. 

The  Elxecutive  Directory  did  not, 
till  the  day  before  yeftelrday,  receive 
the  originals  of  the  addrefl^s  of  the 
defenders  of  the  country  from  the 
different  divifions  that  compofe  the 
army  of  Italy.  Tlicy  were  all  def- 
lincd  for  the  Executive  Direftor\', 
•frith  the  exception  of  two  only; 
and  thcfe  were  addrefied  to  the  de- 
fenders of  the  country  compofing 
the  other  armies. 

Though  the  meaning  and  fenfe 
of  the  word  deliberer  (to  deliberate) 
has  not  been  fo  accurately  defined 
as  to  be  clearly  applied  to  the  aft 
by  which,  after  Mving  exprefled 
their  fears  and  their  hopes  to  the 
Executive  Direftory  and  to  their 
brethren  in  arms,  the  defenders  of 
tiie  country  have  only  ibtcd  the 
wiihes  they  had  formed,  and  the 
fentiments  that  animated  them,  the 
Executive  Directory  have  ncvcrthe- 
lefs  refolved  to  prevent  its  circula- 
tion. They  have  alfo  written  to 
the  general  in  chief,  deploring  the 
circumflances  which  had  induced 
the  brave  republican  foldiers  to 
commit  thofc  ads  which  might  be 
confidered  irregular,  and  inviting 
them  carefully  to  avoid  every  thing 
which  may  in  the  leaft  degree  fend 
to  the  infradtion  or  violation  of  the 
conflitution.  The  Direftory  has 
not  flopped  there :  they  have  thought 
it  their  auty  to  go  back  to  the  caules, 
and  to  point  them  odt,  perfuaded 
that  you  will,  in  your  wifdom,  adopt 
fuch  meafures  as  fhall  make  them 
ceafe  to  exilh 

The  caufe  of  thefe  proceedings, 
on  the  part  of  the  defenders  of  &e 


cbtmfrj',  is  to  be  attributed  to  the 
general  alarm  and  inouietude  which, 
for  fome  months  paft,  having  taken 
pofTcflion  of  all  perfons,  haS  fuc- 
ceeded  the  profound  tranquillity 
that  reigned,  and  the  general  con- 
fidence which  everywhere  prevailed. 
It  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  defalca- 
tion in  the  revenue,  which  leaves 
all  parts  of  the  adminifbation  in 
the  moft  deplorable  fituation,  and 
deprives  often,  of  their  pay  and 
their  fubfiftence,  the  men  who,  for 
years  pafl,  have  (hed  their  blood 
and  facrificed  their  health  to  fenre 
the  republic :— It  is  to  be  attributed 
to  the  perfecution  and  affaiiination 
of  the  puTchafers  of  national  pro- 
perty, of  the  public  fun<5Bonaries, 
of  the  defenders  of  the  country— in 
fhort,  of  all  thofe  who  have  dared 
to  fhew  themfelves  the  friends  of 
the  republic:— 'It  is  to  be  attributed 
to  the  want  ef  firmnefs  and  vigour 
in  the  punifliment  of  criminals,  and 
to  the  partiality  of  the  public  tri- 
bunals :  -—  It  is  to  be  attributed  io 
the  infolence  of  the  emigrants  and 
the  refraftorv  priefh,  who,  recalled, 
and  openly  fevoured,  appear  even^- 
where,  keep  alive  the  flame  of  dif- 
cord,  and  mfpire  a  contempt  for 
the  laws : — It  is  to  be  afcribed  to  die 
muhitude  of  journals  with  which 
the  armies,  like  the  interior,  are 
inundated— journals  which  threaten 
death  to  the  fupporters  of  liberty, 
which  vilify  all  the  republican  in- 
flitutions,  which  openly  and  fhame- 
leHly  defire  the  return  of  royalty, 
and  all  the  opprefiive  and  vexatious 
inflitutions  which  equally  torment' 
and  humiliate  the  merchant,  the 
artifan,  and  the  labourer,  and  even 
the  rich  proprietor  who  is  untitled : 
—It  is  to  be  found  in  the  interefl 
(always  ill-diflcmbled,  and  frequent- 
ly openly  manifelted)  which  the 
enemies 
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enemies  of  their  country  take  in 
the  glory  aad  the  profperity  of  the 
Engiifh  government  and  the  Auf* 
trian  coiirt ;  while  they  endeavour, 
on  the  contrary,  to  diminifh  the 
true  renown  of  our  warriors,  and 
fpeak  with  an  ill-difguifed  contempt 
of  the  high  deiiiny  held  out  to 
France,  ;ind  of  the  eminent  degree 
of  glory  and  of  happinefs  which  fiie 
was  about  to  reach  :  —  It  is  owing 
io  the  bUme  which  has  been  thrown 
upon  the  moil  glorious  and  ufefui 
confequences  ofthe  vjdlories  ef  our 
defenders— to  the  plao,  openly  de« 
dared,  of  calumniating  and  ruining 
the  reputation  of  our  republican 
generals,  and  partii:ularly  thofe  who^ 
to  the  glory  of  th^  mod  brilliant 
triumphs  and  the  moft  ikilful  cam-i 
paigns,  have  added  (one  iu  the  weft 
of  France,  the  other  in  Italy)  the 
immortal  honpur  of  a  political  oon-r 
du6k,  which  will  procure  to  theiu 
philofoph^  and  their  humanity  as 
much  praife  as  has  already  been  be-* 
(lowed  on  their  military  genius.   •  . 
Finally,  the  caufe  is  to  be  found 
in  the  defpair  to  which  alh  true 
citizens, .  and  particularly  the  de- 
fenders of  the  countr)',  are  reduced, 
in  feeing  at  the  moment  of  its  con^ 
clufion,  and  after  they  had  purchaf- 
ed  it  with  fo  much  blood,  and  fa 
many  fufferings,  the  definitive  peace,) 
folicitcd  by  Uie  chiefe  ofthe  van- 
quilhed  coalition,  placed  at  a  dif-. 
tance-— that  peace  which  a  govern- 
ment, the  friend  of  humanity,  feeks 
flill  with  the  greatefi  earnefb^efs  to 
conclude:     But,  all  at  once  re-ani- 
mating their  hopes,  and  reckoning 
upon  the.  diflblution  of  the  repub- 
lican government,  in  confequence. 
of  the  exhauftcd  flate  of  our  finan- 
^^).MP.9A  the  death  or  the  exile  of 
our  braveft  generals,  and  on  the 
di^riion  and  dcftrudtion  of  our 


armies,  thefe  fame  coalefced  powers 
have  exhibited  as  much  tardinefs  in 
the  progrefs  of  their  negotiations  as 
they  at  firft  teftified  araour  to  ter- 
minate them. 

Such,  Citizens  ReprefentativeS| 
are  the  caufes  which  have  agitated 
the  minds  of  the  foldiers  of  die  re* 
public,  and  induced  them  to  exprefs 
their  fears  and  their  refolutions. 
The  Executive  Dire&orv  repeats, 
that  they  ihall  do  what  tney  oughl 
to  do,  in  recommending  to  the 
troops  to  avoid  all  irregular  pro* 
ceedings  which  are  contrary  to  that 
difcipline  which  is  the  foul  of  ar- 
mies, and  oppofite  to  the  laws  which 
are  the  fupport  of  the  ftate:  but 
they  owe  to  you,  in  the  mean  time, 
a  frank  and  faithful  declaration  of 
their  fentiments. 

The  government  ftill  cojifidentlir 
hopes  to  fave  France  from  the  dit- 
folution  to  which  it  is  precipitately 
hurried ;  to  extineuiih  the  torches 
of  civil  war  which  are  lighted  up 
with  fury ;  and*  to  prote«  perfons 
and  propert]^  from  the  danger  of  a 
new  revolution.  This  rcfolution 
the  Diredory  will  purfue  with  per* 
feverance  and  with  courage,  and 
will  not  be  turned  afide  by  any 
fears,  or  by  any  influence.  They 
will  not,  however,  confent  to  in^ 
fplre  a  falfe  fecurity,  either  in  their 
fellow-citizens  of  the  interior,  or  in 
thofe  who  defend  the  country  with- 
out. They  lliould  confider  them* 
felves  guilty  of  treafon  towards  their 
country,  if  they  concealed  the  atro- 
cious attempts  that  are  unremitting* 
ly  made  to  lead  us  into  all  the  hor- 
rors of  a  fecond  revolution,  by  over- 
throwing the  prefent  government, 
either  by  treafon  or  by  force. 
(Signed)      . 

Car  NOT,  Prefident. 

L^G  A  R  p  E,  Secretary  General* 
The 
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•  The  coundl  ordered  the  meflSige 
to  be  printed,  fent  to  the  council  of 
Ancients,  and  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee. 

lUpifrttfthe  CwncilifFhc  Hundred  on 
the  \th  Fmaidar  (Auguft  *1\)  hy 
TfithMudeaUy  relative  to  the  March 
of  the  Troops^ 

YOU  have  ordered  your  Com- 
inittep  to  prcfent  to  you  legiflative 
plans  upon  Che  different  topics  coji- 
tained  in  the  meflage  wnich  was 
tranijnitted  to  you  on  the  22d 
Thermidor  laft.  The  Committee, 
In  the  firfl  place,  confider  it  their 
duty  to  dkedt  your  attention  to  onr 

Csfent  fituati'on.  The  republic 
ely  advanced  towards  peace, 
public  confidence  was  revived,  the 
conflitution  be|;an  to  be  conloli- 
dated,  every  thin?  prefa^^ed  to  us 

1U( 


happy  and  peacefiudeilinies.  What 
evil  genius  has  reanimated  our  paf- 
fions,  rekindled  our  animofities, 
created  divifions  between  the  differ- 
ent branches  of  government,  and 
planted  terror  in  the  breaib  of  all 
good  citizens  ?  It  is  time  to '  recall 
fecurity^  to  give  confidence  to  good 
citizens,  to  reprefs  the  bad,  to  re- 
Itore  public  credit,  and  to  fupport 
the  legiflative  body  in  the  rank  in 
which  the  coniHtution  has  placed 
ijt.  To  attain  this  objedt  you  muft 
TC-efhbliih  your  communications 
with  the  people.  Never  let  your 
voice  be  unknown  to  them.  From 
this  tribune  rcafon  and  juftice  oi]|;ht 
aUvays  to  be  heard  with  that  fpirit 
or  peace  and  impartiality  in  wnich 
tmc  dignity  confifts.  Your  Com- 
xjiittee  has  procet^ded  to  the  exa- 
.mi nation  of  the  meflage  of  the 
Directory. 


An  unexpe^fe!  change  in  i\it 
miniftry,  and  the  march  of  the 
troops,  had  fixed  (he  attention  of 
the  legtflative  body,  and  merilcd 
its  folicitude.  In  expreftng  o«r 
regret  on  account  of  the  difmii^ 
of  the  minifters,  and  onr  alarms  re- 
Q>e^ng  the  march  of  the  troops, 
we  did  not  conteft  with  the  Direc- 
tory the  right  of  chanj^ing  their 
minifters,  and  difpofing  of  the  armed 
forces  but  the  legiflative  body  had 
Undoubtedly  the  right  of  demand- 
ing information  relpeAing  the  vio- 
laoon  of  the  conilittrtional  limit;. 
The  Directory  replied,  that  it  wa* 
to  be  attributed  to  an  error  in  the 
marching  orders.  You  referred 
this  me^ge  to  a  Committee,  which 
occupied  itfelf,  as  it  was  wifely  faid 
by  the  reporter  (Pichegru),  Icfs  in 
prsving  the  crime  than  in  endea* 
vouring  to  prevent  it  from  being; 
committed  hereafter.  This  Com- 
mittee prefcntcd  to  you  the  plan 
of  a  reiolutioB  for  afcertaining  the 
conftitutional  limits. 

We  fhall  not  at  prefent  inquire 
into  the  caufe  of  the  marching  of 
the  troops.  Perhaps  we  ihall  one 
day  be  made  acquainted  with  it: 
we  have  as  yet  learned  only  that 
the  conftitutional  limits  have  been 
violated.  General  Richepaufe  de- 
clares, that  having  been  four  years 
on  the  frontiers,  he  knew  not  of 
the  diipofitions  of  the  conflitution 
relative  to  this  objed*  An  excufe 
of  this  nature  would  not  be  admit- 
ted in  the  courts  of  juftice  j  but  \}m^ 
teftimonials  we  have  had  of  the 
moral  chara^er  of  the  general,  in- 
duce us  to  think  there  has  been  no 
evil  intention  on  his  part. 

I  proceed  to  a  more  important 
objc^ft,  the  addrefles*  of  the  army 


*  Alluding  to  var?ou«  addrcflVs  fix>m  fcvenil  diViiiotts  of  the  French  trmies  of- 
fcriog  to  I'uppon  the  I^ire£lory  a^aft  the  councils. 
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rf  Italy.  What  would  become  of 
the  republic  if  thofe  who  have  re- 
ceived arms  only  for  her  defence 
M*ere  to  interpofe  in  civil  difcuf- 
fions?  You  are  acquainted  with  the 
volume  of  addreiles  which  have 
been  drawn  up  by  this  army.  They 
are  marked  by  an  ardent  exprcflion 
of  love  for  liberty ;  but  they  hold 
forth  abfurd  claims,  extravagant  o- 
pinions,  and  criminal  proje<^.  The 
firft  fentiments  belong  to  our  ge- 
nerous defenders,  the  others '  to 
fome  fa(5Hous  men  who  wifli  to  fee 
the  bofom  of  their  country  torn 
even  by  thofe  who  are  charged  with 
its  defence.  No,  it  is  not  our  war- 
riors, but  fome  ferocious  monfters, 
who  have  conceived  the  proje^  of 
delivering  to  the  enemy  the  con- 
qiiefts"  acquired  by  the  valour  and 
blood  of  our  troops,  and  to  lead  them 
back  to  .their  families  under  the 
flandard  of  rebellion.  Have  you 
been  able  to  read  without  indigna- 
tion one  of  thole  addrefles,  which 
aflerts  that  the  fyftem  of  royalifm  is 
unceafingly  purfued  in  the  legifla- 
ture }  Does  the  audacious  rebelwho 
penned  this  impious  phrafe  yet  ex- 
lik?  Docs  he  exift,  and  are  you 
free.^  Docs  the  government  flum- 
ber,  that  it  has  not  proceeded  with 
vigour againft  him?  Thefeaddreflcs 
are  at  prefent  dire^ed  againft  the 
legiflature  —  DireAors  of  the  re* 
public,  thev  will  foon  be  direflc^ 
againft  you!  Wretched!  wretched 
is  the  authority  which  is  fupported 
bv  bayonets!  They  always  con- 
clude by  annihilating  the  power 
which  they  have  eftabliftied.  The 
addreifes  Kave  been  certified  by  the 
chief  of  the  etat-majori  of  the  ar- 
my. They  have  b^en  officially 
tranfmitted  to  feveral  adminiftra- 
tions:  they  were  deftined  to  other 
corps  of  troops;    and  yet  this,  it 


is  faid,  was  not  a  deliberation. 
Doubtlefs  it  was  not;  for  htid  thefe 
addrefles  been  deliberated  upon^ 
they  would  have  been  publiflied  in 
a  camp  of  citizen  fo idlers,  who 
would  have  caufed  the  voice  of  the 
conftitution  to  be  heard.  If  the 
foldiers  have  not  read  thcm^  they 
do  not  fpcak  the  fentimcnts  of  the 
army.  The  conftitution  prohibits 
addrefles  in  the  colleftive  name  of 
an  armed  body,  and  will  a  General 
be  permitted  to  violate  it?  The 
more  ier\ices  your  generals  and 
foldiers  have  rendered  to  the  coun- 
try, the  more  you  ought  to  guard 
againft  all  attempts  upon  the  con- 
ftitution. In  a  rifing  republic  do 
not  permit  the  troops  to  aft  as- if 
they  had  conquered  only  for  them- 
felves,  unlefs  you  would  fee,  as 
once  was  the  cafe  in  the  Romaa 
empire,  your  foldiers  only,  ober 
their  generals,  and  never  their 
country.  It  has  been  attempted  to 
perfuade  the  conquerors  or  Italy 
that  a  fyftem  of  profcription  exifts 
againft  them.  Trofcnbe  them! 
Who  would  dare  to  attempt  it^ 
Who  would  defire  it  >  What 
Frenchman's  heart  docs  not  glow 
at  the  recital  of  their  heroic  ac* 
tions,  which  command  the  grati*' 
tude  of  their  country,  and  cover 
with  a  veil  of  glory  the  dreadful  e- 
vents  which  have  tarnifiied  the  re- 
volution ?  They  were  citizens  be- 
fore they  were  foldiers— they  muft 
ceafe  to  be  foldiers  to  become  a- 
gain  citizens. 

The  Direftory  inform  you,  that 
they  have  put  a  ftop  to  the  circula- 
tion of  thefe  addrefles,  and  that 
they  have  written 'to  the  conunand- 
ers  in  chief,  deploring  the  circum- 
ftances  which  had  led  to  this  vio- 
lation of  the  conftitutional  aft. 
Your  Committee  coniidcr  it  their 
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duty  to  declare  openly  to  you,  that 
the  anfwer  of  the  J)ireftory  has  ap- 
peared to  them  unworthy  of  its 
power,  and  the  rank  in  which  the 
conflitution  has  placed  that  body. 

Confider  what  progrefs  has  been 
made  in  confcquence  of  thefe  dan- 
gerous examples.  The  fpirit  of 
ladlion  has  already  introduced  the 
language  of  anarchy  into  the  camps. 
It  has  iniinuated  itfelf  even  into  the 
honourable  relreat  of  our  wounded 
warriors  for  the  fabrication  of  ad- 
drefles :  it  heats  the  minds  of  men  : 
it  proclaims  everywhere  diflblu- 
tion  and  death—  Yet  the  govern- 
ment deeps!  Awaken,  legiflators, 
watch  for  yourfelves  and  for  the 
people.  The  conftitutional  limits 
are  traced.  Dire6lors,  generals,  and 
foldiers,  bow  yourfelves  before  the 
will  of  the  people.  The  legifla- 
tive  body  will  never  balance  with 
its  duty.  It  is  inacceffible  to  fear, 
and  will  never  fubmitto  menace. 

Your  committee  will  not  hum- 
ble itfelf  in  replying  to  the  calum- 
nies propagated  by  your  enemies. 
A  iegiflative  body  which  is  not  ac- 
cufable,  ought  not  to  juftify  itfelf. 
By  its  a£b  it  muft  be  judgecl.  Wc 
fliall  fpeak  the  truth  to  the  Dire£lory 
—we  fliall  fpeak  the  truth  to  llie 
people. 

The  infolence  of  priefls  and  emi- 
grants is  denounced  to  you.  As  to 
the  priells,  is  their  profcription  in 
a  mafs  to  be  regretted  ?  Liberty  of 
confcience,  liberty  of  worfliip,  and 
fubmiflion  to  the  laws — fuch  are  the 
principles  maintained  by  all  philo- 
ibphers  — fuch  are  the  principles 
confecrated  by  the  conftitution  and 
the  laws,  in  oppofition  to  the  claims 
of  a  rclieion  which  wiflied  to  be 
cxclufiveTy  eftablifiicd.  As  to  the 
emigrants,  who  favours  them  ?  Do 
not  the  laws  jcfpecting  the  emi- 


grants exiil?  Do  they  not  place  in 
the  hands  of  the  Dire6^ory  the  moft 
adtive,  the  moft  powerful,  and  the 
moil  arbitrary  means  ?  The  return 
of  noted  emigrants  is  announced. 
The  houfe  in  which  they  aflemble 
is  even  mentioned :  but  what  then 
is  the  duty  of  the  police?  Why 
thofe  eraiements,  the  traffic  of 
which  is  publicly  reported?  It  be- 
longs to  us  to  require  from  the  Dx* 
rcdory  an  account  of  thefe  monft- 
rous  abufes. 

The  Direftory  tell  you  that  af- 
failinations  are  committed,  and  that 
partiality  is  difplayed  by  the  tribu- 
nals. It  is  necef&ry  to  mform  them 
that  they  have  overftepped  their 
duty,  and  we  do  them  fervice  in 
recalling  them  to  it.  It  is  true  that 
blood  flows  in  feveral departments; 
but  there  are  laws  ag ainlt  afiaflina- 
tion,  and  tlie  DireSory  ought  ta 
execute  them*  If  tiiere  be  partia- 
lity in  the  tribunals,  there  is  a  law 
to  punifh  them^  and  the  Dire^ry 
ought  to  denounce  the  guilty.  In 
all  cafes  crimes  cannot  make  us  de- 
ipair  of  juflice ;  and  we  ought  to 
demand  of  the  Diredory  an  account 
of  the  meafures  tliey  have  taken  to 
reprefs  the  crimes  of  which  they 
complain.  We  do  not  underfbuid 
the  protedion  they  claim  for  the 
purchafers  of  national  property. 
Their  perfons  and  their  property 
are  under  the  fafcguard  of  the  con- 
flitulion,  and  you  have  eiven  a 
proof  of  your  refpedl  for  them  by 
your  rcfolution  relpe^ng  the  pr^'^ 
hyteres* 

The  Directory  inform  you  that 
there  are  journals  which  breatht 
only  murder  and  the  return  of  roy- 
alty. It  is  certain  that  the  exceffes 
of  a  multitude  of  pamphlets  and 
journals  leave  no  citizen  the  power 
'of  repodng  hismiad  amidft  an  ocean 
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«5f  extravagant  and  fa<5Hous  opi- 
nions; but  you  have  maiiifefted 
your  ddire  for  repreiling  this  abufe; 
and  there  is  only  required  a  law 
M'hich  fliall  prevent  it,  without  in- 
juring the  rights  of  citizens :  all  the 
elements  of  this  law  are  ready,  and 
the  Committee  you  named  for  pre- 
paring it,  will  foon  make  their  re- 
port. 

The  deficiency  in  the  public  re- 
venue, it  is  added,  deprives  our  ar- 
mies of  their  pay.  We  will  not 
deny  that  negligence  on  the  part  of 
the  receivers,  and  the  want  of  order 
and  ceconom]^,  have  thrown  our  fi* 
nances  into  diforder;  but  have  the 
armies  any  roafon  to  reproach  the 
legiflative  body?  At  what  period 
have  you  refiifed  them  funds  ?  Your 
refolutions  on  this  fubjedt  have  al- 
ways been  voted  with  ur^ence.  The 
payment  of  the  troops  has  always 
been  attended  to,  in  preference  to 
every  other  expence.  Is  it  then  in 
vain  that  the  unfortunate  rentier  di- 
vides with  them  his  bread  ?  Have 
then  the  forced  loan,  the  aillgiiats, 
the  mandats,  the  contributions  in 
the  conquered  countries,  the  na- 
tional efhtes  been  found  infuffi- 
cicnt?  Let  us  rather  fay,  that  our 
refources  being  diftribvted  through 
iuch  a  variety  of  channels  have 
been  exhaufled ;  but  that  if  they 
had  been  more  prudently  employ- 
ed, the  moft  important  part  of  the 
public  fervice  would  not  be  in  fuch 
a  deplorable  flate. 

Let  the  finances,  then,  alone  oc- 
cupy all  your  folicitude.  I  know 
that  every  day  your  attention  is 
taken  up  with  this  fubje^.  But 
the  time  is  arrived  when  you  muft 
difregard  the  prejudices  again  ft  di- 
rect contributions.  Peace!  Peace! 
This  is  the  mean  of  extricating  us 
from  -our  embarrailment*      How 

Vol.  XXXIX. 


very  criminal  would  tliefe  be  who 
would  wiAi  to  place  it  ftiil  at  a  dii^ 
tance!  Doubtlefs  there  are  men. 
who  ftiil  preferve  the  crimil»l  hope 
of  overtuminij  the  republie.  Trai- 
tors exift,  we  are  told —-why  are 
they  not  detected  ?  There  are  con- 
fpira tors— why  are  they  not  punifh- 
ed  ?  We  have  laws— why  arc  tliey 
not  executed  >  No !  the  defend^ 
crs  of  the  country  will  never  be 
made  to  believe  that  the  legiflative 
body  oppofes  a  peace.  Who  has 
appeared  more  defirous  than  our- 
felves  to  obtain  it.  Hiftory  will 
examine  whether  the  events  which 
have  lately  taken  place  in  Italy 
have  not  contributed  to  retard  the 
conclufion  of  it ;  but  can  Fnanee 
blame  its  Generals  forgiving  liberty 
to  millions  of  men?  And,  when 
they  have  gained  their  liberty,  can 
France  refufe  to  them  its  friendihip 
and  its  alliance?  Your  Committeet 
however,  does  not  wifli  to  propofe 
that  you  fhould  approve,  or  even 
be  filent  upon  thele  events. 

The  Dire(ftory  has  gone  beyond 
its  powers.  If  war  luid  been  de- 
clared againft  the  Italian  ftates,  who 
had  the  right  to  declare  it  without 
your  confent  ?  If  treaties  oi  com- 
merce or  fubfidies  have  been  made, 
who  could  make  them  without 
your  approbation  ?  The  ftates  of 
Italy  cannot  be  the  allies  of  France 
without  a  decree  from  you.  Their 
government  will  be  equivocal,  their 
Hberty' without  fupport,  as  long  as 
the  treaties  (hall  not  have  been  ap- 
proved by  us. 

Fears  have  been  entertained  that 
the  Dire^flory  would  be  accuied, 
and  that  the  legiflative  body  wouli 
be  attacked.  The  legiflative  body 
has  a  right  to  accufe  the  DireAory; 
and  if  tlierc  exifted  any  reafons  tor 
accufation,  it  would,  without  fear, 
U  without 
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without  hedtation  accufe  them. 
But  ail  attack  on  the  leginative  bo- 
dy! M'ho  would  make  it?  A  few 
brigands?  The  recolleftion  of  their 
pau  defeats  will  fcrve  them  as  a  lef- 
fon.  The  foldicrs?  Never  will 
they  be  feen  marching  under  the 
colours  of  aflaffins.  The  Direftory? 
Such  an  idea  cannot  occupy  our  at- 
tention for  a  moment;  its  own  in* 
tereft  is  in  opi)o(2tion  to  it. 

To  conclude  — you  will  find  in 
your  own  courage  and  your  own 
prudence  extraorainary  refburces. 

[Here  Thibaudeau  implored  all 
the  members  of  .the  government  to 
a<^  in  union  and  concord.  He  in- 
vited the  reprefentatives  and  direc- 
tor to  be  upon  their  guard  againfl 
the  exaggerations  of  parties,  who 
fought  only  to  heighten  their  ani- 
mouties,  that  they  might  be  hurried 
to  a  cataftrophe  which  would  de- 
ftroy  them  all.] 

in  examining,  he  added,  this 
mefla^e  of  the  Directory,  its  exag- 
gerations, and  the  bittemefs  of  its 
ftyle,  we  have  avoided  giving  new 
aliment  to  the  famous.  Legiflators 
ought  not  to  be  guided  by  pailiom 
In  vain  our  common  enemies  medi- 
tate the  ruin  of  the  republic.  The 
republic  is  deeply  rooted;  it  has 
ripened  in  the  midfl  of  ilorms,  and 
it  belongs  not  alone  to  the  prefent 
generation.  The  new  dangers 
which  threaten  it  ferve  only  to  dif- 
play  once  more  its  firength.  £ach 
power  fliall  return  to  its  proper  li- 
mits; and  if  fome  men  have  wiilied 
to  overftcp  them,  they  Ihall  be  re- 
called, and  confined  to  their  proper 
ilation. 

Citizen  fold iers,  you  whom  we 
mufl  cenfure  to-day,  but  whom  we 
inuft  always  admire,  believe  that 
liberty  is  here  defended  bv  your 
frieiwis.    The  icgiOaiure  is  tha  ci- 


tadel of  the  conilitution;  it  is  your 
duty  to  die  for  it,  and  you  are  about 
to  beiiege  it.  Let  its  voice  be  al« 
ways  heard  among  you ;  and  when 
you  return  to  your  fire-fides^  you 
will  find  it  ceo^ented  by  your 
blood,  and  covered  with  your  tri- 
umphs. 

Thibaudeau  concluded  by  pre- 
fcnting  the  plan  of  two  refolu- 
tions. 

The  firfl  declared,  that  all  con- 
f  piracies  er  crimes  againfl  the  con- 
flitution,  the  kgiflative  body,  and 
the  Direftory,  came  under  the  ju- 
rifdiiftion  or  the  criminal  tribunal 
of  the  place  where  the  legiflature 
fits;  that  all  perfons  accufeS  fhould 
be  denounced  at  the  office  of  the 
public  accufer;  but  that  they  fliould 
nave  the  power  of  appealing  from 
that  tribunal,  aud  in  this  cale  they 
fliould  be  earned  before  a  court 
pointed  out  by  the  tribunal  of  caf- 
fation. 

The  fecond  declared  every  af- 
fembly  of  foldiers,  for  the  purpofe 
of  deliberating  in  other  circum- 
fiances  than  £ofe  determined  by 
the  law,  a  crime ;  that  any  commu- 
nication under  the  title  of  addref%< 
from  one  armed  body  to  another, 
or  to  the  civil  authority,  fhould  be 
puniflud  as  a  feditious  s^ ;  andde- 
termined  the  puniflunents  to  be  in- 
flided  upon  the  promoters  of  fuch 
afTemblies,  and  the  fubfcribers  of 
addrefTcs,  according  to  the  nature  of 
the  cafe. 

Meffageifthe  Executive  DmOmy  f  tie 
Council  of  Five  Mwuktiiy  Augui  2(^ 

1797. 

Citizen  Reprefentatives, 
THE  Executive  Diredory  ha* 
proceeded  to  the  diflnbution  of  the 
funds  ^ifigoed  for  the  fcrvioe  of  the 
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firft  decade  of  Fru^^idor.     T^c  fin-    on  f  he  arrears  of  the  preceding  de- 
gular  and  uncommon  circiimftancos    cr.de.     A  calculation  has  aftervi-ards 
'■  '    they  arc  placed,  oblige    been  formed  of  thofe  articles  of  ex- 


in  which 

them  to  lay  before  you  the  ref lifts 
of  ihis  diftribution,  which  will  con- 
vince you  of  the  iudiipc:. fable  ne- 
ceiBty  of  rendering  the  means  dif- 
pofable,  which  are  rcquilite  to  pre- 
vent the  impending  difnfters.  De- 
ducting 63,BS8,967  livres,  and  75 
ceniiraes,  which  remain  to  be  paid 
on  warrants  already  ifllied  for  ur- 
gent ferviccs,  and  payments  become 
due,  the  mo  ft  preflin'^  demands 
amount  to  21,002,790  livres  54 
centimes.  This  fum  confifts  of  the 
following  articles : 

To  pay  the  troops  7, 1  !JS,309  3 
TofuJtenance  3,94.4,916  95 

To  f)eafions   and  di- 
vidends        -  930,000    0 
To  conftitutional  fak- 

ries  -  986,943  83 

To  falaries  and  pen- 

fions  -  5,040,990     0 

To  fundries  7,001,629  29 

The  ways  and  means,  as  ftated 
by  the  National  Treafury,  prefent, 
at  firft  fight,  inilead  of  dilpofable 
funds,  a  deficit  of  3,793.681  livres 
which  it  would  be  nece^ry  to  co- 
ver previous  to  affigning  any  fums 
of  money  for  the  fcrvice  of  the  dif- 
ferent departments.  It  h;is  been 
calculated  that  the  above  deficit 
may  in  a  great  meafure  be  covered 
by  the  prefumptive  funds  calculat- 
ed as  exifting  in  the  public  chefts 
of  the  departments  ;  and  that  by 
adding  to  the  funds  aftually  exift- 


pence  which  it  is  indifpenfably  ne- 
ccflary  to   meet  for  the  execution 
of  the  laws,  as  v/ell  as  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  public  fervicc.     Un- 
der thefe  heads  have  been  clafled 
the  pay  and  fuftenance  of  the  land 
and   naval    forces,  dividends    and 
penfions,  the  conflitutional  indem- 
nifications of  the  legiflaiive  body ; 
63,703  livres  14foTJS.for  the  pay- 
ment of  bills  of  exchange  accepted 
by  the  national  treafury,' and  50,000 
livres  for  the  moft  urgent  expcnce 
to  be  made  at  Paris  for  "he  home 
depart ment.    Thefe  pbiecfbs  amount 
to  a  fum  total  of  8,850,729  livres 
87  centimes.     To  fiiid  this  fum,  it 
has  been  fuppofed  that  the  national 
tr*;afury  can  turnilh  850,929  livres 
87  centimes,  adually  in  its  poflef- 
fion ;  that  it  is  to  receive  m  the 
courfe  of  the  decade  one  million, 
and  that  the  effective  receipts  in  the 
departments  during  the  lau  decade, 
muft  be  fuppofed  to  amount  to  fc- 
ven  millions.     This  calculation  is 
moil  furely  exaggerated :  it  violates 
all  proportion,  and  exceeds  all  pro- 
bability, and  the  fuhfifting  circum- 
ftances  would  alone  authorize   its 
admiffion ;  and  yet,  citizens  reprc- 
fontatives,  you  cannot  but  perceive 
that  this  is  the  chief  refource  for 
meeting  the  mofl  urgent  and  moft 
indifpcnfable   expence.      To  this 
meflage  are  annexed  the  copy  of  a 
letter  from  the  national  treafur\', 
dated  the  If^Fruftidor  (Auguil  17) 


ing  in   the  public    treafury  thofe    proving  the  necefiity  of  the  rej^ar 
fable,   the    tition  for  this  decade  beinf  mad< 


which  appear  moft  difpofa 
fuppofition  might  be  admitted,  that 
a  balance  of  about  800,000  livi*es 
might  remain  for  the  fervice  of  the 
decade,  independently  of  fuchfums 
as  muft  unavoidably  be  paid  at  Paris 


^  made 
according  to  a  prefumptive  eflima'e 
of  the  revenue,  tb.c  ftatement  of 
ways  and  means  for  the  fii*ft  decade^  • 
of  Fru^idor,  tranfmitted  by  the  na- 
tional treafury,  and  another  of  the 
V  j2  divifion; 
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dlvidons  and  diftributions  contain- 
ing a  detailed  account  of  the  de- 
mandsy  founded  on  the  regifters  of 
the  diflfcrcnt  commiflarics.  The 
Direftorv  refer  to  thofe  authentic 
papers  all  thofe  who  fliall  prefume 
to  queflion  the  truth  of  the  refults 
ihcy  offer.  Who  contradiifb  the 
following  fa^  is  either  groflly  mif- 
taken,  citizens  reprefentatives,  or 
endeavours  to  deceive  you :—  1 .  The 
national  treafurv  does  not  pofTeis 
one  million  of  difpofable  funds  for 
the  prcfent  decade.  2.  In  order  to 
jind  the  above-dated  fum,  it  is  in* 
.  difpenfably  neceflary  to  fuppofe 
the  receipts  in  the  departments 
amount  to  7,000,000;  and  that, 
moreover,  the  national  treafury  is 
to  receive  one  million  at  Paris. 
3.  Thi:>  fuppolition  is  exageerated, 
but  muft  be  admitted.  4.  The  law 
of  the  Vendemiaire  and  9th  Ther- 
midor,  ena^  that  the  pay  and  fuf- 
tenance  of  the  troops  iliall  be  paid 
in  preference  to  every  other  de- 
mand. The  aggregate  lum  of  thcfe 
two  articles  of  cxpence  amounts 
to  7,073,2'2a  livrcs  73  centimes. 
5,  The  law  of  the  1 5th  Vendemiaire 
af!i;;us  to  the  fiockholders  a  fixth  of 
the  taxes ;  the  national  treafury  de- 
mands under  this  head  900,000  li- 
vrcs.    6.  The  law  which  fixes  the 


.expcnce  of  the  Icgiflative  body  or- 
dains that  the  conilitutional  indem- 
nification of- its  members  fliall  be 
paid  every  month.  7.  The  engage- 
ments coutraJled  by  the  national 
treafury,  with  refpcA  to  accepted 
bills  of  exchange,  demand  the  ium 
of G3,703 livres 24.ccntimeb.  8.  The 
fafety  of  Paris,  the  imperious  force 
of  the  fuprcmc  law,  demands  that 
the  miniiler  of  the  interior  be  able 
to  difpofe  of 50,000  livres.  9.  Thefc 
;.rticlcs  abfcrb  all  the  funds  which 
lUA)'   be  «.on(idcred  as  dif])ofablc. 


10.  Except  the  falaries  of  the  legif- 
lative  body,  there  rcmainb  no  mo* 
ney  to  difcharge  all  other  conilitu- 
tional and  other  falaries  and  pen- 
dons  ;  nor  are  any  funds  left  for  the 
hofpitals,  the  repair  of  dykes,  roads, 
canals,  &c.  11.  The  DirjAory 
cannot  extend  its  dilbibution  to 
any  fum  exceeding  the  above 
amount:  and  it  is  to  the  want  of 
difpofeable  funds  that  ought  to  be 
imputed  tlie  failure  of  all  the  other 
branches  of  the  public  fervice,  and 
the  danger  with  which  they  arc 
threatened.  12.  If  the  national 
treafury  is  defircd,  by  means  of  ne- 
gotiations, to  augment  the  refourc- 
es,  it  is  obliged  to  return  in  anfwer, 
That  it  does  not  pofllefs  any  thing 
which  may  ferve  for  that  purpofc. 
13.  The  pay  of  the  army  is  confi- 
derably  in  arrear.  This  is  a  certain 
and  acknowledged  fa^.  14.  The 
future  fuftenance  of  the  troops  is 
compromifed.  15.  No  fiinds  re- 
main to  be  difpofed  of  for  the  relief 
of  hofpitals.  The  Executive  Di- 
redory  can  perceive  no  poifible  re- 
fource  that  may  be  applied  to  affiit 
them.  The  decifion  which  it  is 
enabled  to  make  with  refpcA  to 
the  urgency  of  the  payments,  make 
no  alteration  in  the  deplorable  iitu- 
ation  in  which  they  are  placed. 
The  Dire^ory  confidered  itfelf 
bound  to  lay  before  vou  thefe  ftatc- 
m'.-nts.  It  has  fulfilled  that  duty; 
but  it  docs  not  apprehend  that  this 
expofition  can  fliake  the  courage 
and  perftve ranee  of  the  friends  of 
the  Republic.  It,  on  the  contrary, 
finds  a  powerful  motive,  in  the  true 
pifture  which  it  has  drawn,  to  hope 
that  your  deliberations  on  the  fi- 
nances will  render  thofe  refources 
effedive  which  can  be  brought  into 
action.  Thefc  refources  potlcfs 
the  great  advantage  of  being  ade- 
quate 
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^uate  to  the  re-eftabliihmcnt  of 
public  credit,  and  of  proving  that 
France  is  fiilly  capable  of  maintain- 
ing order  in  the  interior,  and  of 
combating  her  foreign  enemies. 
But  tliefe  refources,  citizens  repre- 
fcntatives,  are  as  if  they  never  ex- 
Ifted,  fince  the  laws  which  are  ne- 
ceflary  to  render  them  produftive 
are  not  enaAed.  Had  thofe  which 
regulate  the  direct  contributions  of 
the  5th  year  been  fooner  pafTed, 
ten  millions  would  moft  probably 
have  been  received,  which  remain 
^ill  due,  and  the  power  of  difpofing 
of  them,  for  the'purpofe  of  getting 
the  principal  articles  of  expence, 
would  procure  the  means  of  obtain- 
ing what  may  be  neceflar}'  for  the 
indifpenfable  payment  of  penilons 
and  ialaries. 

The  Direftory,  after  preffing  the 
ncceffity  of  the  council's  immedi- 
ately taking  into  their  confideration 
proper  meafures  for  the  reftoration 
of  public  confidence  and  credit, 
concludes  in  the  following  manner: 

Our  fituation  is  fuch,  citizens  re- 
prefentetivcs,  that  the  fmaUeft  delay 
increafes  the  danger  to  which  the 
nation  is  expofcd.  The  Executive 
Direftory  iqvites  you  to  obtain  an 
exaft  account  of  the  ftate  of  the 
finances ;  of  the  neceflary  wants  of 
the  public  trcafury ;  of^  the  real, 
and  by  no  means  exaggerated,  pro- 
du6^  of  the  means  which  yet  can  be 
made  ufe  of,  and  of  the  refources 
which  can  be  employed.  You  will 
find  in  the  refult*  of  your  examina- 
lion,  proofs  of  the  truths  to  which 
the  Directory  has  qalletj  your  atten- 
tion in  aU  its  meffages.  The  exift- 
^^g  means  are  infufficient;  thofe 
which  new  laws  have  it  in  their 
power  to  produce  will  be  adeauate 
to  meet  all  our  expcnces ;  and  the 


moment  of  bringing  them  into  ac%- 
tion  is  arrived, 

(Signed)  Carnot,  Prefidcnt. 
Lagarde,  Sec.  Gen, 

Mejfage  to  the  Council  tf  Ftve  Hundred^ 
€ind  Eldersy  dated Se/u.  4,  1797. 

Citizens  Reprefentatives, 

THE  Executive  Dircftory  haf- 
tens  to  communicate  to  you  the 
meafures  it  has  been  fprced  to  take 
for  the  fafety  of  the  country,  and 
the  maintenance  of  the  conftitu- 
tion.  With  this  view  it  tranfmits 
to  you  all  the  papers  it  has  collect- 
ed, as  well  as  thofe  it  publifhed  be* 
fore  vou  were  aflembled.  If  it  had 
withiield  itfelf  from  aftion  one  day 
more,  the  Republic  would  have 
been  delivered  up  to  its  enemies. 
The  halls  themfelves  in  which  you 
meet,  were  the  points  of  union  of 
the  confpir?itors  J  it  was  froin  thence 
that  they  yefterday  emitted  their 
cards  and  certificates  for  the  delivery 
of  arms;  it  was  from  thence  that 
they  correfponded  with  their  ac- 
complices lafl  nieht ;  and,  finally, 
it  is  there,  or  in  me  environs,  that 
they  flill  endeavour  to  make  fedi- 
tious  and  clandefline  aflemblages, 
w^hich  the  police  is  now  employed 
in  difperfing.  It  would  have  been 
to  commit  the  public  fccurity  and 
that  of  the  faithful  reprefentatives, 
to  have  allowed  them  to  be  con- 
founded with  the  other  enemies  of 
the  country.  You  fee,  citizens  re- 
prefentatives, that  the  cbnduft  of 
the  Directory  was  marked  out  by 
the  infhint  neceflity  of  being  be- 
forehand with  thele  confpirators, 
who  were  deftroying  the  govern- 
ment, who  wifli'-d  to  (lepri^'e  the 
French  of  the  fruit  of  their  triun  ;  hs, 
and  to  make  this  magnani^l6us*na- 
U  3     •       '  tion 
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tion  bow  ait  the  feet  of  the  king  it 
has  fiibdued.  In  affairs  of  Hale, 
extreme  meafurcs  can  be  cftimated 
by  circumftances  alone:  you  will 
form  a  jud^ent  of  thole  which 
have  determined  the  Executive  Di- 
rectory, and  which  have  produced 
the  happicft  confequences.  The 
18th  Fruaidor  ^September  4)  will 
be  a  celebrated  day  in  the  annals  of 
JFrance ;  it  is  the  more  memorable 
becaufe  it  enables  you  to  fix  for 
ever  the  deftinies  of  the  Republic. 
Lay  hold  of  this  occafion,  Citizens 
Reprefentatives ;  convert  it  into  a 
great  epoch,  reanimate  patriotifm, 
revive  public  fpirit,  ana  haften  to 
clofe  up  the  abyfs  in  which  the 
friends  of  kings  had  flattered  them- 
felves  tlie'y  would  bury  even  the  re- 
membrance of  oyr  liberty. 

P.  S.  The  Executive  Direftory 
will  tranfmit  to  you  without  delay 
other  papers,  from  which  it  refults 
that  Imbert  Colomes,  one  ef  the 
new  third  of  tlie  Council  of  Five 
Hundred,  was  the  principal  agent 
of  the  foi-difant  Louis  XVIII,  at 
Lyons. 

Amthr  Mejfage^  tiafed  Se/it.  5^  1797. 

Citizens  Reprefentatives, 

THE  18th  Fruaidor  (Sept.  4)  is 
deflined  to  be  the  lalvation  both  of 
the  Republic  and  of  yourfelvcs. 
The  people  expefl  this.  You  wit- 
nefled  yefterday  their,  tranquillity 
and  their  joy.  This  day  is  the 
lyth  Fruaidor  (Sept.  5)  and  the 
people  afk  of  you  where  the  Re- 
public is,  and  what  you  have  done 
for  its  confolidation }  The  eve  of 
the  count r}-,  Citizen  Representa- 
tives, looks  towards  you.  The 
moment  is  decifive ;  if  you  allow 
it  to  pafs  by,  if  you  hefitate  on  the 


racafures  which  are  to  be  taken,  if 
you  put  oflF  your  deciiion  for  a  mo- 
ment, all  will  be  loft,  both  you  and 
the    Republic.     The   conlpirators 
have  been  upon  the  watch.    Your 
lilence  has  given  them  courage  and 
audacity;  they  arc  intriguing afrcfh, 
and  arc  mifleading  public  opinioa 
by  infamous  libeK.     The  journa- 
lifts  of  Blackenbourg  and  London 
continue  to  difleminate  their  pol- 
fon.     The  confpirators  do  not  at- 
tempt to  conceal  the  fka,  that  their 
plot  extends  to  the  legiflativc  body 
itfelf.     They  already  Ipeak  of  pun- 
i filing  the  republicans  for  the  com- 
mencement of  the  triumph   they 
think  they  have  obtained.     Is  it 
poffible  to  hefitate  ftlll  as  to  the 
mcafure  of  purging  the  foil  of  the 
very  few  known  and  avowed  chiefs 
of  thefe  royahft  confpirators,  who 
wait  for  the  convenient  opportuni- 
todeftroy  the  Republic,  and  to  de- 
vour you  yourfelves  !     You  are  at 
the  brink  of  the  volcano ;  it  is  about 
to  fwallow  you  up ;  you  may  ciofc 
it ;    and   can  you  hefitate  ?     To- 
morrow it  will  be  too  late.     The 
leaft  hefitation  is  the  death  of  the 
Republic.     You   will    be  told  of 
principles ;  formalities  will  he  re- 
forted  to ;  excufes  will  be  invented; 
delays  will  be  called  iipr ;  time  will 
be  gained ;  and  the  conftitution  will 
be    afiiillinatcd,  under  pretext  of 
keepinar   within   its  limits.      This 
comniieration,  implored  in  favour 
of  certain  men,  to  what  will  it  lead 
you  ?  to  fee  thefe  very  men  take 
out  o^  your  hands  the  thread  of 
their  criminal  confpiracies,  and  col- 
ba  in  your  bofom  the  horrible  fire- 
brands oi  civil  war,  to  fet  fire  to 
the  country.     What  a  mifconcciv- 
ed  pity  I  what  a  fatal  fentiment ! 
what  hmited  views  would,  in  that 
cafe,  draw    the  attention   of  the 
councils^ 
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coundls  towards  a  few  men,  be- 
tween whofe  fkte  and  that  of  the 
Republic  they  would  heiitate  1  The 
Executive  Dir&ftory  has  applied  it- 
felf  to  point  out  to  you  the  means 
of  faving  France,  but  it  has  to  ex- 
pe(^  that  you  will  avail  yourfelves 
of  them.     The  Directory  has  felt  a 
perfuafion  that  you  are  fmcerely 
attached  to  liberty  and  the  Repub- 
lic, and  that  the  confequences  of 
this  firft  liberty  ought  not  to  terrify 
you.     It  lays  them  before  you,  and 
is  obliged  to  tell  you  that  vou  are 
placed  in  an  unprecedented  predi- 
cament; and  tliat  ordinary   rules 
cannot  apply  to  an  extraordinary 
cafe,  unle{s  you  are  defirous  to  fur- 
render  yourfelves  to  your  enemies. 
If  the  friends  of  kings  find  friends 
among  you ;  if  flaves  can  meet  with 
proteftors  in  vou ;  if  you  wait  an 
inflant,  the  fetety  of  France  muft  be 
defpaired  of;  the  conftitution  will 
ceafe  to  be  in  force ;  and  the  patri- 
ots may  be  told,  that  the  hour  of 
royally  Is   proclaimed  throughout 
the  Republic.     But  if,  as  the  Exe- 
cutive  Direftory  is  fully  perfuaded, 
this  terrible  idea  afflicts  and  ftrikes 
you,  appreciate  the  value  of   the 
moment,  and  embrace  it ;  be   the 
deliverers  of  your  country,  and  lay 
the  eternal  foundations  of  its  hap- 
pinefs  and  glory. 

L.  M.  Revelliere  Lepaujc, 
Prefident. 

Lagarde,  Secretary. 

Meffagefrm  the  Direa^y  to  the  CotmeH 
rfhve  Hundred,  Sept.bthy  1797. 

Citizens  Legiilators, 
THE  embarrafTmcnt  of  the  fi- 
nances was  the  moft  inveterate 
wound  of  the  (late :  the  enemies  of 
of  the  Republic  and  the  friends  of 
kings,  fought  to  render  it  incura- 


ble.  By  this  they  have  injured  the 
public  Icrvice,  irritated  the  defend- 
ers of  their  country,  and  drove  the 
public  annuitants  to  del  pair.  To- 
day your  ihackles  are  broken,  which 
will  infpire  thofe  with  confidence 
whom  circumflances  have  alarmed. 
Will  you  reflore  peace  at  home, 
and  ai£latc  it  abroad  ?  announce 
your  intentions  upon  the  finances** 
That  is  the  obje£b  of  the  Direftory '$ 
folicitude.  They  hope  that,  con- 
vinced of  the  urgency  of  the  occa- 
fion,  you  will  give  them  all  the  ne- 
ceflary  power,  in  order  that  the 
public  fervice  may  not  be  impeded. 
France  can  only  be  faved  by  the 
legiflative  body's  occupying  itfelf 
about  the  finances.  It  is  neccfUiry 
for  you  immediately  to  make  fome 
regulations  in  the  dire<fl  taxes  of  the 
fifth  year.  One  of  the  moft  certain 
means  for  haftening  the  receipt  of 
the  money  arifing  from  them,  would 
be  to  receive  from  the  receivers  ge- 
neral an  account  of  the  payments 
they  have  to  make. 

It  will  alfo  be  necef?ary  to  make 
regulations  in  the  carriage  of  arti- 
cles by  land  and  water ;  to  fupprefa 
franking  and  free- letters ;  to  re- 
eRablifli  the  national  lotterj',  and 
the  right  of  enregiftering ;  and  to 
eftablifh  a  duty  of  one  per  cent, 
upon  pafteboard  and  paper ;  and  to 
fct  the  public  debt  afloat  by  creat- 
ing hons^  by  the  aid  of  which  the 
payment  of  national  debts  may  b^ 
made. 

Pi-oclamatton  of  the  Exeeufrue  Dirfaory 
to  the  French  Peofile,  18//;  Fru^idar^ 
(September^)  \191. 

Citizens, 

THE  Executive  Dircaorv  fub- 

mits  to  your  view  a  few  of  tlie  pa- 
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pers  relative  io  ihc  rdx-allft  confpi- 
Tacy.  Thcfc  papers,  the  authenti- 
city of  which  is  inconteftable,  de- 
tail the  plots,  name  the  confpira- 
tors,  and  devclope  the  thread  of 
the  treafons.  Thcfc  texts  are  too 
pofitive  and  clear  to  need  any  com- 
ments. It  is  fufficicnt  that  the  Di- 
re<^ory  Ihould  retrace  to  yon,  in  a 
few  words,  the  events  to  M'hich 
thefe  papers  refer.  There  arc  fa6ls 
io  palpable,  that  no  impofture  can 
difgiiifc  them  in  the  eyes  of  nations: 
fuch  was  the  confpiracy  of  Vcnde- 
miaire.  It  was  in  vain  that  tribu- 
nals, which  in  the  firft  inftance  did 
not  deny  its  exiftcncc,  declared  af- 
terwards that  there  was  neither  re- 
volt nor  fedition:  royalifm  itfelf 
bluflied  at  this  lie.  All'the  circum- 
ftances  of  that  event  too  clearly 
proclaimed  its  aim,  nature,  and  cha- 
raAeriftics ;  and  the  opinion  of  Eu- 
rope would  have  been  invariably 
fixed  on  this  head,  provided  even  no 
difcovcry  had  been  made  by  the 
corrcfpondence  of  Lemaitre,  by 
the  papers  of  the  emigrant  Gelin, 
and  by  the  palpable  and  convincing 
proofs  of  the  intercourfe  which  the 
principal  agitators,  the  plotters  and 
Ihe^libellers  of  Vendemiaire,  kept 
■up  with  the  exterior  royalifts.  An 
important  circumftancc,  however, 
of  that  epoch  was  long  concealed 
froin  us;  and  in  laying  it  before 
you  we  fulfil  a  painful  duty,  fince 
we  have  to  denounce  to  you  a 
traitor  in  the  perfon  of  a  man,  who 
fomctimcs  led  your  defenders  to 
vicjory.  While  the  diiTolution  of 
the  national  convention  was  plot- 
ting in  P.'Ti<:,  and  the  fa<?cion  en- 
deavouring to  feize  on  the  fupremc 
authority,  Pichcj^ru,  ftationed  on 
the  bank  of  the  Rhine,  received  the 
propofitions  of  Cond(^,  and  replied 
to  them  by  plans  of  invaiicm  and 
royalifm.     If  the  white  flag  was  not 


difplayed  in  the  French  camp ;  if 
the  Rhine  was  not  rrofled  by  the 
hoftile  armv  ;  if  your  flrong  holds 
were  not  delivered  up  and  taken 
pofleflion  of,  in  the  king's  name^ 
by  imperial  troops ;  if  Pichcgni 
did  not  march  to  Paris ;  if  he  did 
not  come  hitlier  in  the  fpace  of  a 
fortnight, — citizens,  it  is  dreadful  to 
have  to  ftate  to  you,  that  It  was 
Conde  who  refufed  to  put  in  exe- 
cution Pichegru's  plan.  This  plan 
would  not,  however,  have  fuccced- 
ed :  the  brave  foldiers  whom  the  Ge- 
neral dared  to  infult  would  not  have 
permitted  it  to  have  been  carried 
into  effect.  They  were  calculated 
to  obey  the  voice  of  patriot  ifm 
alone;  and  would  have  repulfed 
and  overcome  the  treafon. 

*'  I  (hall  leave  nothing  unfinifh- 
ed,"  faid  Pichegru ;  **  I  do  not  with 
to  be  the  new  third  volume  of 
La  Fayette  and  Dumourier."  He 
was  defirous  to  refemble  them  in 
perfidy :  but  he  wifhed  alfo  to  fur- 
pafs  them  in  fuccefs,  and  in  the 
completion  6f  his  guilt.  Behold 
then  the  fecret  of  that  favour  which 
royalifm  conftantly  afterwards  grant- 
ed to  Pichegru,  This  is  the  reafon 
why  he  was  the  firft  to  be  chofen 
prefident  of  the  Council  of  Five 
Hundred,  after  the  entry  of  the 
third.  And  this  explains  the  ca- 
lumnies which  were  heaped  on  the 
Executive  Directory,  when  it  mere- 
ly, however,  accepted  of  the  refig- 
jiation  of  that  General,  whofc  in- 
fidelity it  fcarcely  began  to  fee 
through  and  fufpeft.  Subdued  on 
the  13th  Vendemiaire,  royalifbi  for 
a  moment  yielded  to  ^e  ftorra :  for 
fcveral  months  after,  it  difplayed  it- 
felf under  the  hideous  features  of 
terrorifm  alone,  perfeftly  certain  of 
profiting  almoft  equally  either  by 
the  fuccefs  or  defeat  of  thi«  new 
kind  of  mana:uvrc.     Such,  citizens 
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h  die  dan^  of  anarchy,  that  if  it 
trimnphs,  it  leads  to  royalty  through 
calamities  and  crimes^  and  can  only 
be  fubdued  by  caufing  the  public 
authorities  to  afTume  «  carriage  in- 
variably more  or  iefs  favourable  to 
the  partifans  of  defpotifm.     This 
lad  maxim  has  been  but  too  much 
verified  during  fifteen  months  pafl ; 
and  royaiifm,  ilrengthened  by  the 
defeat  of  a  few  brigands,  whofe  rage 
it  had  itfelf  organized,  and  whofe 
attempts    it  had  dire^ed,  would, 
fince  the  commencement  of  that 
period  have  made  a  progi-efs  if  not 
more  extenUve,  at  leaft^more  rapid, 
provided  one  of  its  orators  had  not 
been  in  too  much  hafle  to  point 
out  (he  aim  in  view.    This  orator, 
named  JLemerer,  has  been,  as  well 
as  Merfan,  acknowledged  by  Du- 
verne  de  Prefle'lo  be  known  and 
cftablifhed  intermediary  agent  be- 
tween a  part  of  the  legiflative  body 
and  the  agents  of  the  pretender. 
When,  in  the  month  of  Frudlidor, 
of  the  4th  year,  Lemerer  undertook, 
in  one  of  the  national  tribunes,  to 
point  out  the  conftitution  of  1791 
as  the  objeA  of  the  regret  of  his 
party ;  when  he  raflily  infulted  the 
triumph  which  liberty  obtained  on 
the  10th  of  Augufl,  1792,  the  eyes 
of  all  the  faithful  deputies  were  in- 
ftantly  opened,  and  from  that  time 
to  the  lit  of  Prairial  lall,  they  con- 
ftantly  oppofed  to  every  counter- 
revolutionary propofition,  their  zeal, 
their  energies,  and  their  votes.  Ob- 
liged to  adjourn  on  the  1ft  Prairial, 
the  epoch  of  its  legiflative  fway, 
royaiifm  gave  a  new  direction  to 
its  efforts.     It  encircled  the  feat  of 
government  more  clofely  than  ever; 
and  by  cibblifhing  agents,  guards, 
and  emillaries  on  all  fides ;  by  or- 
ganizing their   conne^ons,   their 
lubordination,  and  their  correfpon- 


dence ;  by,  infome  meafure,fettin 
up  a  counter-revolution  in  each  de« 
partment  and  in  each  commyne,  it 
fought  at  once  to  pave  the  way  for 
the  eledipns,  and  to  fecure.a  mili- 
tary force  which  it  might  bring  in- 
fo a6Hon  at  its  pleafure.  Such,  ci- 
tizens, from  the  month  of  Pluviofe, 
was  the  power  of  royaiifm,  that  the 
difcorery  of  the  confpiracy  of  Brot- 
tier,  Dunan,  and  Villernois,  merely 
augmented  its  audacity,  and  fortifi- 
ed its  means  even  by  their  manifef- 
tation.  Never  did  confpir^tors,  fo 
fiilly  convi£bed  by  their  writings 
and  confeffions,  find  more  apolo- 
gifts,  fupporters,  and  protoftors, 
who  did  not  hefitate  tomanifeft  the 
lively  interefl  they  took  in  their 
caufe.  In  ferving  them,  it  was 
found  to  be  more  ufefiil  than  dan- 
gerous to  difplay  the  full  extent  of 
the  different  refources  of  the  party 
under  which  they  a6ted.  It  can- 
not be  doubted,  citizens,  but  that 
in  the  majority  of  the  departments 
the  elections  were  the  work  of  this 
party.  In  proof  of  this  you  have 
only  to  refer  to  the  debates  of  the 
military  tribunal;  to  the  two  decla- 
rations which  Duverne  de  Prefle 
has  placed  in  our  hands,  and  which 
we  publiih  this  day ;  and,  finally,  to 
the  fentiments  and  conduft  or  the 
new  deputies,  whom  corruption 
and  intrigue  gave  to  the  Republic. 
Emigrants  inundating  Paris  and  the 
departments  more  and  more;  re- 
publicans either  butchered  or  forc- 
ed to  fly  from  their  homes :  fupcr- 
flitlon  and  fanaticifm  recalled  by 
thofc  even  who,  under  the  monar- 
chy, contributed  the  moil  etFedlual- 
ly  to  profcribe  them  ;  the  patriotic 
inftitutions  abriiidoned  and  infult- 
ed ;  thefymbols  of  royaiifm  difplay- 
ed  audacioufly;  the '  licentioufncfs 
of  the  prefs  carried  to  an  unexam- 
pled 
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|)fed  esccefs ;  the  purchafei%  of  na- 
tional domains  menaced,: and  even 
ftripped  of  their  properly;  public 
credit  '  almoft  annihilated ;  com- 
merce paralyzed ;  indufhy  precari- 
ous; private  tratifa^ons  without 
either  rule  or  pledge ;  the  national 
Ireafury  left  without  refources  in 
the  mid  ft  of  numberlefs  and  ur* 

fcnt  wants ;   difcontents  of  every 
efcription  at  their  greatefl  height; 
difcords  rekindled;  the  defenders 
of  the  country  rewarded  for  their 
triumphs,  facrifices^  and  wounds,  by 
infults  and  profcriptions ;  and,  A-* 
nallv,  external  peace  retarded  by  a 
declaration    of    new    innovations. 
Such,  citizens,  is  the  pi^re  which 
the  Republic  presents;  and  it  is 
thus  that  the  hope  of  the  eftablifh^ 
mentof  thecon{titutionala6t,  which 
had  been  increafingfor  fome  months, 
has  been  daily  diffipated.     No,  it  is 
not  to  return  to  fo  much  \\Tetched* 
ncfs  and  difgrace  that  you  have  en- 
countered the  perils  of  a  revolution. 
Your  children,  your  brothers,  your 
friends,  fliall  not  in  vain  have  dif- 
pcrfed  the  armies  of  kings,  and  ac- 
quired the  admiration  of  nations. 
The  fe6^ious  will  not  be  allowed  to 
overthrow  the  work  of  the  national 
will.    The  conltitution  of  the  third 
year  fliall  not  be  wrefted  from  us. 
Some    of   the    reprefcntatives  of 
Blankenbourg,  ufurpin^  the  title  of 
the  chofcn  rcprefentatives   of  the 
people,  emigrants,  chiefs  of  Chou- 
ans,  heads  of  confj3irators,  men  who 
have  conftantly  betrayed  their  duty 
in  the  moil  eminent  nin^ons,  IhaU 
deprive  you  of  the  fruits  of  your  la- 
bours.    The  legiflative  body  will 
doubtlefs  make  a  wife  diftinftion. 
It  is  upon  its  patriotifm  and  its  ta- 
lents that  you  ought  to  rely  for  the 
accomplifhment  of  this  great  acl  of 
hifticeand  neceffityr*- Confide  in 


the  legiflative  body,  and  ffv«  the 
law  its  courfe;  without  which  vour 
generous  impulfp,  aflliming  aa  ure- 
gular  and  impiy>per  diredion,  and 
proceeding  in  the  n>idfl  of  tumuli 
towards  an  obje6l  but  faintly  re- 
cognized, you  will  lofe  the  whole 
fSniit  of  your  exertion,  if  you  do  not 
e^q^erience  the  fatal  effc&  of  fucb 
condu£t  as  you  ahready  have  fo  of- 
ten experienced  them..  Never  for- 
get, citizens,  that  we  are  placed  be- 
tween two  dangers  equally  great, 
that  of  leaving  behind  the  germs  of 
an  evil  which  infalliblv  woukl  pro- 
duce new  fhocks,  and  that  or  pe- 
rilling by  the  too  violent  effisA  of 
the  remedy. 

LaREYEILLIBRE  LsPAVXi 

Prelident. 
La  GARDE,  Secretary. 

T7te  Exeadtve  DhreRmy  it  the  Qihaan 
efPar'u^Sf/it.^h^  1797. 

Citizens, 

ROYALTY  has  juft  threatened 
the  conftitution  by  a  new  attack. 
After  having  for  a  whole  year  ibak- 
en,  by  their  dark  manccuvres,  all  the 
foundations  of  the  Republic,  they 
thought  that  they  were  fuiBciently 
powerful  to  confumraate  its  deibiic- 
tion.      They   thoueht   themfelves 
fu/Hciently  protected  to  venture  to 
aim  its  firft  attacks  againfl  the  fu- 
preme  depofitaries  of  the  executive 
authority.    Arms  were  daily  diftri- 
buted  to  the  confpirators ;  and  all 
Paris  knows,  that  one  of  the  diibi- 
buters  was   arrefled  with  a  great 
number  of  bonds,  upon  which  he 
had  already  deliverea  a  great  num- 
ber of  firelocks.     Cards  iiamped 
Legijlattve  JBody^  and  marked  with  an 
Ry  were  circulated,  in  order  to  fervc 
as  rallying  figns  to  the  eonfpirators 
charged 
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charged  with  the  office  of  maiTacring 
the  DireAory,  and  the  deputies 
faithful  to  the  cailfe  of  the  people, 
A  great  ni^mber  of  emigrants,  cut-i 
throats  of  Lyons,  and  brigaods  of 
La  Vendee,  attra^ed  hither  by  the 
intrigues  of  royalifm,  and  the?  ten- 
der intcreft  publicly  laviflied  upon 
them  without  fear,  attacked  the 
pofts  which  furrounded  the  Exe- 
cutive Directory ;  but  the  vigilance, 
of  the  government,  and  the  chiefs 
of  the  armed  force,  fruftrated  their 


hopes  with  which  foreign  mttiont 
were  infpired,  the  fo  much  wiihed 
conclufion  of  peace  with  our  eirtcr- 
nal  foes,  honourable  and  folid,  wor- 
thy of  the  triumph  of  the  French 
people,  and  of  their  generofity. 
No,  you  will  not  lofe  the  fruits  of 
your  long  facrifices,  you  will  rife 
indignantly  againft  thofc  bafe  emi"  • 
grants,  the  authors  of  our  calami- 
ties, of  all  our  agitations,  of  all  our 
fufFerings.  You  wiil  arm  yourfelves 
to  flop  their  defigns,  and  to  defend 
criminal  efforts.  The  Executive  againft  their  attacks  your  perfons, 
Dire6tory  is  about  to  lay  before  the    your   property,    and   your  rights. 


But  beware  of  agitations :— do  not 
difgrace  the  mofl  glorious  of  caufes 
by  the  excefTes  of  an  anarchy  juflly 
abhorred.  Refpe6t  property.  Let 
not  an  ill-direfled  patriotic  impuifc 
throw  you  into  a  fatal  confufion. 
Obey  no  voice  but  tliat  of  the 
avowed  chiefs.appointed  by  the  go- 
vernment. Rely  upon  the  vigi- 
lance of  your  magiflrates,  and  upon 
the  exertions  of  your  legiflators, 
who  have  remained  faithful  to  the 
caufe  of  the  people.  Patriotifni 
will  refurne  all  its  energy,  .the  con- 
ilitution  all  its  force,  the  nation  all 
its  glory,  and  every  citizen  will  en- 
joy, in  their  fuUeft  extent,  liberty, 
happinefs,  and  tranquillity. 

jirrct  rfthe  Executive  DireSory  cf  thi 
\Q.th  Ventofe. 

THE  Executive  Direftory  hav- 
ing confulted  the  law  of  the  9  th 
March,  1793,  confidering  that  the 
flags  of  neutral  powers  beine  no 
longer  refpe£ted  by  the  enemies  of 
the  French  Republic,  and  all  the 
rights  of  men  being  violated  to 
their  prejudice,  it  is  no  longer  per- 


nation    the    authentic    documents 
which  it  has  colledU-d  concerning 
the   manoeuvres   of    the   royalifls. 
You  will  fliudder  with  horror,  citi- 
zens, at  the  plots  entered  into  againfl 
the  fafety  of  every  one  of  you, 
againft  your  property,  againft  your 
deareft  rights,  againfl  your  moft  fa- 
cred  pofTeffions;  and  you  may  cal- 
culate the  extent  of  tne  calamities 
from  which  in  future  you  can  alone 
be  preferved  by  the  maintenance 
of  tne  conflituUon.    So  many  tri* 
lunphs  had    already  crowned   the 
eilablifhment  of  this  conftitution ; 
your  Generals  and  your  intrepid  de- 
fenders,   had   furrounded   it  with 
their  inunortal  trophies.     At  the 
fame  of  their  vi6l:ories,  agriculture 
and  commerce  refumed  uieir  aAi- 
vity,  public  credit  by  degrees  reco- 
vered, confidence  and  fecurit)  be- 
gan to  fpring  up  in  every  heart, 
and  this  is  the  moment  which  has 
been  pitched  upon  to  rekindle  your 
animofities,  to  propagate  fuperfti- 
tion,  to  reorganize  the  power  of  fa- 
naticifm,  to  fow  doubts  and  alarms 
in  every  breaft,  by  opening  new 

avenyes  for  the  return  of  the  emi-  .,         ,  „     ^ 

grants,  to  fhake.the  piaranlee  of  mitted  to  the  French  people  to  ful- 
public  contTa6b,  to  give  the  fignal  fil  towards  thofe  powers  in  general 
of  civil  war,  and  to  retard,  by  the    that  wifli  which  they  have  lo  often 

manifefted^ 
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■umifefted,  and  which  th«y  will 
conftantly  entertain  for  the  full  and 
CQiire  freedom  of  commerce  and 
navigation,  diredb,  among  other 
difpoiitions, 

I  ft.  That  fhips  of  war  and  priva- 
teers may  ftop,  and  bring  into  the 
ports  of  the  Republic  neutral  fliips 
which  foall  be  chareed,  in  whole  or 
in  part,  with  merchandife  belong- 
ing to  the  enemy. 

2d.  That  merchandife  belonging 
to  the  enemy  fhall  be  declared  good 
and  lawful  prize,  and  be  confifcated 
to  the  profit  of  the  captors. 
.  3d.  That  in  all  cafes  neutral  fhips 
ihall  be  releafed  the  moment  that 
the  iperchandife  feized  is  difcharg- 
ed ;  that  the  freight  of  it  fhall  be 
paid  at  the  rate  which  fhall  have 
Dcen  flipulated  by  the  configners ; 
and  that  a  juft  indemnity  fhall  be 
granted  on  account  of  their  deten- 
tion by  the  tribunals  competent  to 
decide  upon  the  validity  or  prizes. 

4th.  That  thefe  tribunals  fhall  be 
directed  befides  to  fend,  three  days 
after  (he  decifion,  a  double  invento- 
ry of  the  merchandiftf  to  the  mi- 
nifler  of  marine,  and  another  to  the 
minifler  for  foreign  affairs. 

5  th.  That  the  prefcnt  law,  ap- 
plicable to  all  the  captttres  that 
have  been  made  flnce  the  declara- 
tion of  war,  fhall  ceafe  to  have  ef- 
fc^  as  foon  as  the  enemy  fhall  have 
declared  non-feizablc,  although  dcf- 
tined  for  the  ports  of  the  Republic, 
the  merchandife  laden  on  board 
neutral  fhips,  which  (hall  belong  to 
the  government,  or  to  French  citi- 
zens. 

Having  fecn  (he  law  of  the  27  th 
of  Ju'y,  I7i)3,  which  dire<5ls  the 
foregoinc  law  to  be  fully  executed; 
having  alfo  feen  the  7lh  article  of 
the  law  of  the  13th  Nivofe,  third 
'  year,  which  enjoins  all  the  agents 


ctf  the  Republic  to  refped  and  OO" 
ferve  in  all  their  difpofitions  the 
treaties  which  unite  France  to  the 
neutral  powers  of  the  continent, 
and  to  the  United  States  of  Ameri- 
ca ;  confidering  that  this  lad  law  is 
derogirtory  to  the  law  of  the  9th  of 
May,  1793,  refolves  as  follows : 

Art.  I.  The  commiflaries  of  the 
Executive  Diredory  with  the  civil 
tribunals  of  the  department,  (hall 
take  care  that,  in  the  contefts  upon 
the  validity  of  marine  prizes,  no 
decifion  fhall  be  founded  upon  the  | 
7  th  article  of  the  law  of  the  13th 
Nivofe,  without  the  miniflcr  of 
juftice  having  been  previoufly  con- 
fulted,  conformably  to  the  thfrd  ar- 
ticle of  the  law  of^thc  8th  Floreal, 
fourth  year,  relative  to  the  treaties, 
in  virtue  of  which  neutral  perfons 
pretend  to  withdraw  themfelves,  by 
means  of  the  firfl  of  thefe  laws,  from 
the  execution  of  that  of  the  9th  of 
March,  1793. 

2d.  The  miRiflcr  of  jufHcc  fhall 
examine  whether  the  treaties  ftill 
fubfifl,  or  whether  they  have  been 
modified  fince  the  conclufion  of 
them.  There  fhall  be  furnifhed  to 
them  •  by  the  minifler  for  foreign 
affairs,  all  the  documents  of  which 
they  Hiall  fland  in  need ;  and  refe- 
rence fliall  be  made  to  the  Execu- 
tive Dirc^ory,  as  it  is  prefcribed  by 
the  law  of  the  8  th  Floreal,  fourth 
year. 

3d.  The  Direftory  remind  all 
French  citizens,  that  the  treaty 
concluded  on  the  6th  of 'February-, 
1778,  between  France  and  the 
United  States,  has  been,  on  the 
tenns  of  the  fecond  article,  modifi- 
ed of  full  right  by  that  which  has 
been  concluded  at  London  on  the 
19th  November,  1794,  between 
the  United  States  of  America  tD4 
England :  in  coofequeoco, 

Ifl.  After 
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Ift.  After  the  artide  17th  of  the 
treaty  of  London^  of  the  19th  Nov- 
ember, 1794,  all  merchandife  of  the 
enemy's,  or  merchandife  not  fuffi- 
ciendy  ascertained  to  be  neutral, 
conveyed  under  American  flags, 
ihall  be  confifcated:  but  the  fliip 
on  board  of  which  fuch  merchandiie 
fhall  be  found,  fliall  be  releafed  and 
given  to  the  proprietor^  The  com- 
miilaries  of  the  Direftory  are  en- 
joined to  accelerate,  by  all  the 
means  in  their  power,  the  decifion 
of  the  contefls  which  ihall  arife  ei- 
ther upon  the  validity  of  the  cap- 
tijres  of  the  cargoes,  or  upon  freights 
and  infurances. 

2d.  According  to  tlie  18th  arti- 
cle of  the  treaty  of  London,  dated 
the  19th  of  November,  1794,  rela- 
tive to  articles  declared  contraband 
by  the  24th  article  of  the  treaty, 
dated  February  61h,  1778,  are  add- 
ed the  following : 
Ship- timber ; 
Oa&um,  pitch,  and  rofin ; 
Copper  lor  (liea thing  veflels ; 
Sails,  hemp,  and  cordage ; 
and  every  thing  which  ferves  di- 
redly  or  indire^ly  to  the  arming 
and  equipping  of  veflek,  excepting 
bar  iron,  and  fir  in  planks.     Theie 
articles  fiiall  be  confifcated  as  often 
as  they  fhall  be  deftined,  or  attempt* 
ed  to  be  carried  to  the  enemy.    ' 

3d.  According  to  the  2lfl  article 
of  the  treaty  of  London  of  the  ^bove 
date,  every  American  who  fliall 
hold  a  commiiHon  from  the  enemies 
of  France,  as  well  as  every  feaman 
of  that  nation  compofing  the  crew 
of  the  fldps  and  veflels,  fhall^  by 
this  ad  alone  be  declared  piratical, 
an^  treated  as  fuch,  without  fuffer- 
ing  the  party  to  eflablifh  that  the 
ad  was  the  conlequcnce  of  threats 
or  violence. 
4th.  In  purfuance  of  the  law  of 


the  l4th  February,  17P8,  the  regu-' 
lations  of  the  2IftOaober,  1794,' 
and  of  the  C6th  July,  fhall  be  com-' 
plied  \inlth,  according  to  their  form 
and  tenor. 

Every  American  fliip  fhall  there- 
fore be  deemed  a  lawful  prize  which 
fhall  not  have  on  board  a  bill  of 
lading  in  due  form,  according  to  the 
plan  annexed  to  the  treaty  of  tlie 
6th  of  February,  1778,  the  exec u* 
tion  of  which  is  enjoined  by  tlie 
25th  and  27  th  articles  of  that  treaty. 

5th.  The  commifEoners  of  the 
Executive  Direftory  are  required  to 
carry  into  effect  the  penalties  that 
attach  on  all  clandeftine  attempts 
that  may  be  made  by  American,  or 
veflels  belonging  to  any  other  na- 
tion, to  pafs  as  neutral,  on  board 
the  veflel  where  the  fraud  is  at- 
tempted to  be  praftifcd,  in  the  man- 
ner that  thefc  penalties  h^ve  been 
repeatedly  earned  into  cfFed  during 
the  prefent  war.  The  penalty  fliaS 
attach  where  the  blanks  in  the  con- 
fignmenfg  and  envoices  are  not  fill- 
ed up,  though  fign^d  and  fealed, 
where  the  papers  are  in  the  form  of 
letters,  containing  fi^litious  figna- 
tures;  where  arc  double  pafTporls 
or  policies,  fpecifying  different  def- 
tinations;  where  confjgnment  is 
made  to  two  or  more  facflors,  and 
where  there  are  different  receipts 
or  papers  of  any^  kind  which  con- 
fign  the  whole  oV  part  of  the  fame 
goods  to  different  ownen>  or  diflfc- 
rent  deftinations. 

6th.  By  this  article,  provifions  of 
the  treaty  of  the  9th  Frimaire  lafl, 
relative  to  freight  aud  Infurance, 
are  repealed,  as  far  as  they  apply  to 
infurance. 

7th.  The  prefent  treaty  fliall  be 
publifhed  in  Uie  biillclin  of  the  laws. 
The  miniflers  ot  tlic  marine  and  of 
the  colonies,  of  juiVice,  and  for  fo- 
reign 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


3i8      ANNUAL  REGISTER,    1797. 


reign  affairs,  arc  charged  with  the 
execution  of  it  in  their  refpeftive 
departments. 

(Signed)  Rewbell,  Prefidcnt. 
Laga&de,  Sec.  Gen. 

Proclamation  of  the  Executive  Direihiy 
to  the  French  People. 

Citizens,  bth  Brumaire, 

THE  proclamation  of  the  4th 
Complementary  Day  in  the  5th 
year,  had  for  its  objedl  to  put  the 
French  armies  in  a  condition  to 
march  on  the  15  th  Vcndemiaire, 
(Oaober  6th). 

The  defenders  of  their  country 
have  liflened  to  the  voice  of  the 
Executive  Dire6Von\  From  every 
part  Ihey  have  rejoined  their  re- 
fpe6tive  armies,  and  the  minifkr  at 
war  has  returned  on  this  head  the 
tDo&  (atisia<ftory  accounts.    In  this 


to  i  conclude  a  peace  with  tfic  em- 
pire. Citizens,  every  thing  pre- 
fages  that  in  a  Ihort  time  you  ihall 

father  the  fruit  of  fo  many  facri- 
ccs.  The  peace  of  the  continent 
will  foon  be  fixed  on  an  immovable 
bafe. 

It  only  remains  to  vt)u  to  punifti 
the  pei»iidy  of  the  cabinet  of  L.on- 
don,  which  is  ftill  fo  blinded  as  to 
think  of  making  other  nations  the 
flaves  of  their  maritime  tyranny, 
and  who  deceive  the  Englifh  them- 
fclves  by  extorting  from  them  the 
means  of  prolonging  on  the  ocean 
the  calamities  of  war,  the  elFufi«n 
of  human  blood,  the  deftru6Hon  of 
commerce,  and  all  the  horror  in 
which  it  traffics,  and  for  which  it 
pays.  Thefe,  however,  will  fliortlpr 
be  retorted  on  themfdves.  It  is 
at  London  that  all  the  mifcries  of 
Europe  have  been  fiabricated,  and 


generous  ardour,  in  this  eager  zeal  it  is  there  that  they  muft  be  termi- 

tor  the  maintenance  of  liberty,  the  nated.     Citizens,  under  thefe  cir- 

fpirit  of  Frenchmen  was  recognifed.  cumftances  the  end  very  nearly  ap- 

Their  warlike   attitude  has  al-  proachcs  of  thofe  military  dfforts 

ready    overthrown    the   obflacles  which  the  government  is   ftill  to 

which  the  cabinet  of  St.  James  has  expe6l  from  French  valour.     Bui 

fo  long  oppofed  to  the  conclufion  until  this  objcft  be  attained,  be  on 


of  a  peace  with  the  Emperor.  On 
viewing  your  pofition,  Auftria  re- 
turned to  her  true  interefts,  and  on 
the  26th  Vendemiaire,  the  treaty 
which  was  fufpended  for  more  than 
fix  months,  was  concluded  at  San 
Formio,  near  Udina,  between  the 
Commander  in  Chief,  Buonaparte, 
Plenipotentiary  of  the  French  Re- 
public, and  four  Plenipotentiaries 
of  the  Emperor,  King  of  Bohemia 
and  Hungary.    You  will  learn  with 


your  guard :  do  not  lay  down  thofe 
arms  which  make  you  fo  terrible  to 
the  enemies  of  your  independence ; 
do  not  liften  to  the  perfidious  fug- 
gcftions  of  thofe  who  would  wifli  to 
deftroy  the  eifed  of  your  triumph ; 
they  are  about  to  repeat  to  you 
that,  peace  being  concluded,  you 
fliould  now  return  to  your  homes : 
yes,  the  Direftory  has  undoubtedly 
iigned  for  you  a  glorious  peace; 
but,  in  order  to  enjoy  its  happinef?, 


pleafure    that  feveral  millions   of  it  is  necefiary  that  you  fhould  finiih 

men  have  been  reftored  to  liberty,  your  work  ; "  that  you  (hould  enforce 

and  that  the  French  nation  is  the  the^xecution  of  thofe  articles  which 

benefia^lrefs  of  thefe  people.  have  been  agreed  upon  l)etween'thc 

But  this  is  not  all.    .A  congrefs  Emperor  and  France;— you  (houkl 

is  about  to  b^  aifembledi  ia  order  4ud  tlie  prompt  de^iiion  of  thofe 

which 
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which  are  ftlll  pending  with  the  enir 
pire ;  and,  in  £ne,  you  mull  crown 
your  exploits  by  the  invaiion  of  that 
ifland  where  your  anceilors  carried 
ilavery  under  William  the  Con- 
queror, and  carry  thither  again  the 
genius  of  liberty,  which  will  difem- 
bark  at  the  fame  time  with  the 
French. 

Citizens,  be  afTured  that  govern- 
ment isd^firous  pf  acceleratmg  that 
happy  moment  when,  in  concert 
with  the  legiflature,  they  can  re- 
duce their  armies  to  the  footing 
of  a  peace  eihbliihment,  recom- 
penfc  thofe  heroes  who  compofe 
them,  and,  after  having  confecrated 
their  valour  by  feafts  and  monu- 
ments worthy  of  their  triumphs, 
fpread  through  every  canton  that 
republican  ipirit  with  which  the 
armies  have  been  animated,  by 
fending  to  their  homes  thofe  of 
their  defenders  who  have  a  right 
to  return. 

But  of  this  you  (hall  judge  your- 
felves.  The  hour  has  not  yet  Itruck : 
a  few  inflants  more,  and  the  French 
Republic,  triumphantly  eflabliihed, 
and  everywhere  acknowledged,  will 
«njoy  that  repofe  which  it  is  to  pro- 
cure to  the  world. 

The  Executive  DireAory  decrees 
that  the  above  proclamation  fhall 
be  printed,  aad  fent  into  all  the  de- 
partments and  to  the  armies ;  and 
that  the  arret  annexed  to  the  de- 
cree of  the  4th  Complementary 
Day  ihali  continue  to  be  executed 
according  to  its  form  and  tenor. 

..    fr^clamatim  tf  the  French  DirtSwy  t9 
Frenchmen, 

Ftimair^  Nov.  21. 
Citizens^ 

THE  intereft  of  the  republic  calls 
fix  you  for  a  new  triumph.    After 
2 


ianumerable  battles,  wh^re  vidory. 
always  re  (bed  on  your  fide,  you  arc 
called  on  to  fubdue  the  firil^  the 
mod  intra<flable,  and  the  moilcun* 
ning  of  your  eaemies.  ^ 

The  Executive  Directory  is  defi- 
rous  of  a  general  peace.  It-  wiflies 
fuch  a  peace  for  you  and  for  Europe. 
It  is  now  one  year  or  more  fincc 
a  faithlefs  enemy,  reftlefs  and  jbuz- 
zing,  has  difturbed  all  the  cabinets, 
loudly  propofing  peace,  and  fecret- 
ly  blowing  up  the  embers  of  war. 
They  afFed  to  extinguifh  with  one 
hana  the  torch  which  they  are  re- 
kindling wi|.h  the  other.  They 
fend  out  with  pomp  their  pacifica- 
tor, vet  they  itifle  every  overture 
whicn  has  any  tendency  towards 
a  pacification.  This  enemy  your 
indignation  can  at  once  point  out 
and  name;  it  is  the  cabinet  of 
St.  James,  the  moil  corrupting  and 
corrupted  of  the  governments  of 
Europe ;  it  is  the  English  govern- 
ment. 

It  is  not  only  againft  French  li- 
berty that  this  government  had  di- 
refted  its  confpiracy :  it  is  againft 
the  whole  world.  This  perfidiouf 
government  wiflies  to  trouble,  fub- 
jugate,  or  defolate  every  part  of  the 
globe.  Say,  Americans,  who  were 
direcElly  or  indire<ftly  your  real  rul- 
ers? —  Unfortunate  Indians,  fpeak 
—by  what  deteftable  arts  this  go- 
vernment has  founded  its  tyranny 
amongft  ye  ?  —  And  you,  ye  Eu- 
ropeans, ftill  more  unfortunate^ 
innocent  inhabitants  of  Franconia  * 
and  of  the  Northern  Alps ;  yo 
numerous  viftims  of  the  f<?ourge 
of  war,  fay  who  have  been  the  moft 
ardent  infligators  of  the  fcourge 
of  war,  where  immenfe  treafures 
have  been  engulphed  —  where 
more  than  a  miflion  of  men  have 
been  (lain  —  and  where  the  eye 
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of  peace  now  can  view  nothing  btit 
general  mournlhg,  univeffal  mifery, 
and  vaft  dcfpair.  It  is  under  thefe 
circumftances  that  the  cabinet  of 
St.  James  has  revealed  to  affiled 
Europe,  that  fh^  alone  has  felt  no- 
thing of  thefe  vaft  difafters*  Hear 
the  drfcourfc  htld  ♦'  from  the  height 
<tf  the  throne/'  "  Our  revenues," 
iays  the  King  of  England,  "  have 
been  meliorated;  our  national  in- 
duftry  has  even  had  a  new  increafe ; 
our  commerce  has  pafled  its  former 
limit's." 

If  the  King  of  England  has  told 
the  truth,  what  a  terrible  leflbn  is 
this  for  you,  ye  other  powers  of 
Einope!  Of  what  defcriptidn  is 
that  power  which  is  intereftcd  in 
your  difcords,  who  derives  an  in- 
tereft  from  your  calamities,  who 
profpers  by  your  diftrefs,  and  who 
fattens  on  the  tears,  the  blood,  and 
the  fpoils  of  other  nations  ? 

This  cabinet  may  defire  war,  be- 
caufe  they  are  enriched  by  the  war. 
It  is  this  government,  however,  who 
has  lately  accufed  France  of  an 
♦*  infatiable  avarice."  It  does  not 
fay  that  the  Englifh,  the  firft  devaf- 
tators  of  our  liland  of  St.  Domingo, 
^ave  alfo  taken  without  a  blow  the 
colonies  of  Holland,  at  that  time 
their  ally,  and  that  they  pretend  to 
retain  thefe  robberies  under  the 
name  of  conquefts.  —  The  King  of 
England,  however,  ftill  fpeaks  to 
the  powders  of  Europe  of  the  am- 
bition of  France ! 

The  difpofitions  of  the  French 
towards  other  nations  are  now  un- 
derftood.  They  are  not  to  be  ob- 
fcured  by  vague  allegations.  If 
the  French  Republic  can,  by  attain- 
ing her  natural  limits,  repair  the 
feults  of  her  monarchy,  the  dlfdains 
the  acquHition  of  foreign  conquefts 
for  this  purpoie«^    She  wiihes  not 


to  opprefs  the  (econdary  ftates  or 
the  feebler  powers.  She  puniihes 
without  hatred,  and,  naturally  ge- 
nerous, fhe  does  not  even  hate  the 
Engliih  nation.  In  France,  no 
minifter  fhall  ever  be  deified  for  his 
hatred  to  the  Englifli  nation.  But 
the  people  of  France  are  agreed  on 
one  point :— When  they  remember 
Toulon,  Dunkirk,  Quiberon,  and 
La  Vendee,  they  muft  d^teft  the 
cruelty  and  perfidy,  the  bloody 
Machiavelifm  of  the  Britilh  minif- 
try.  They  muft  deplofe,  at  the 
fame  time,  the  inconceivable  blind- 
nefs  by  which  the  people  of  Eng- 
land fufffered  thefnfelves  to  become 
the  horror  of  the  worW. 

The  great  nation  will  avenge 
the  univerfe,  and  for  this  end. 
Frenchmen,  it  offers  you  fevcral 
means.  The  firft  and  the  naoft 
rapid  is  a.  defceut  upon  England. 
By  yo«r  unheard-of  exploits  you 
are  difufed  from  reckoning  upmn 
obftacles.  In  fuch  enterprizcs  the 
name  of  the  army  is  the  promife  df 
triumph,  and  the'  juftice  of  its  caufe 
the  guarantee  of  fuccefs.  There  is 
no  longer  a  time  to  difcuis  the 
means,  or  to  dwell  on  the  probabi- 
lity of  effe6Hng  a  defcent.  Where 
Frenchmen  are  at  the  pointy  their 
will  is  the  viftory.  The  army  of 
England  is  about  to  di6bate  peace  in 
London,  and  there,  republicans, 
you  fliail  find  your  auxiliaries.  You 
will  find  there  a  number  of  men 
whom  reafon  has  not  fo  far  aban- 
doned) not  to  feel  the  odium  which 
their  governors  have  caft  upon  the 
£ngli&  name.  You  will  there  find 
thoufands  of  men  who  have  long 
fbnggled  to  promote  parliamentary 
reform.  ITou  will  there  find  arti- 
zans  without  number  who  figh  for 
peace,  and  whom  the  war  reduces  to 
wrctchedncfS)  and  who  wdgh  as 
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Bght,  in  the  bafamce  of  their  dif- 
trefs,  the  magnificent  trumpery  of 
royal  harangues,  the  illufion  of  ma- 
niteilos,  and  the  chjmaeras  ot  con- 
quefll— You  will  alio  find  the  Irifli 
nation,  opprefled  for  fo  manv  years, 
and  which  has  borne  with  io  much 
pain  the  chain  of  a  court  which  has 
been  nouriftied  by  its  fweat,  fed  by 
its  blood,  and  which  now  infults  its 
defpair ! 

Proceed  under  thefc  aufpices, 
brave  republicans !  Second  the  una- 
nimorf;i  Wifhes  of  the  nation.  Con- 
dueled  b^  the  hero  who  has  fo  long 
led  you  m  the  path  qf  victory,  you 


councils  and  of  the  Dire6bory  offer 
only   the  interefling  fpe6lacle    of^ 
complete  union.     No  patriot  can 
have  a  feparate  intereft,  nor  is  there  * 
in  the  republic  but  one  wiih  and 
one  opinion.    A  war  againft  the 
cabinet  of  St.  James  is  uie  unani- 
mous cry  of  France.    What  glory 
is  promifed  to  the  army  of  £ng-- 
land ;  it  is  only  necef&r)*  to  infpire 
thepi  with.enthufiafm;   it  is  only 
necefiary  to  remind  them  of  what 
they  had  done.    The  wails  of  fqr- 
tified  towns  fell  before  them;  the, 
firfl  generals  of  the  age  could  not 
refill    them.     Bender   was    taken 


will  be  followed  by  the  a^plaule  of.  prifoner  at  Luxemburg,  and  Wurm 


every  juft  and  virtuous  mind.     Go 
and  re-eftablifli  the  dominion  of  the 
feas.    Confine  within  its  jud  limits 
the  difordered  ambition  of  a  govern- 
ment, which  has  not  only  difturbed 
its  own  ^ate,  but  that  of  the  uni- 
verfe.  —  The  repofe  of  the  French 
republic  is  identified  with  that  of 
Europe.    At  this  time  the  Britiih. 
government  Imiles  with  cold  dif- 
dain,  or  wifh  a  fierce  regard,  on  all 
the  operations  on.  the ,  continent. 
It  is  for  you   to  make  them  pay 
their  fhare  of  the  expences  of  the 
war,  of  which  flie  has  eternized  the 
duration,  and  to  which  they  can  put 
an  end,  whenever  they  fpeak  to  the 
French  republic  a  language  which 
file  may  underfland,  and  which  (he 
may  deem  fincere 


fer  at  Mantua.  The  tri-coloured 
flandard  now  floated  over  the  banks 
of  the  Rhine  and  of  the  i£gean. 
Sea..  After  fo  many  vidlories,  what 
can  add  to  the  ardour  of  French* 
foldiers  ?  They  hear  the  voice  of. 
their  country,  and  they  remember 
their  own  exploits. 

The  Executive  Directory  decrees^ 
that  this  proclamation  (hall  be  pub-r 
li(hed,  printed,  and  fent  to  all  the* 
communes  of  the  republic,,  and  to 
all  the  divifions  of  their  armies  by: 
land  and  fea.  The  minifters  of  the^ 
army  of  the  interior,  of  the  marine^ 
and  of  the  colonies,  are  to  render 
an  account  of  its  due  publication. 
(Signed) 
Revelue&e  Lepaux,  Prefident. 


Citizens,  you  will  recognize  your    jMrfs  f  the  t^ 
wn  lentiments  m  thole  of  the  Di-        hJ^^jLfc    n^A  .1 


OW] 

re£kory.  The  fame  fpirit  animates 
your  faithful  reprefentativeis.  .  It  is 
m  vain  that  the  cabinet  of  London 
exhaufis  its  efforts  to  fow  amongfb 
you  difcord  and  miftnift,  or  to  per- 
fuade  you  that  their  efforts  have 
fucceeded.  The  1 8th  Frudidor  has 
annihilated  Englifli  influence,  and 
from  that  dav  the  members  of  the 
Vol.  XXXIX.    - 


Cauffcils  to  t^e  Dei 
and  iio  the  Armies^    2\ 


Jiartments^ 
Fru^ukr. 


THE  Council  of  Five  Hundred, 
confidering  that  in  the  extraorcU^ 
nary  and  critical  circumllances  in^ 
which  the  republic  is  placed,  it  i» 
the  duty  of  the  legiflative  body  to 
make  known  to  the  French  people 
the  trammels  that  were  prepared  to 
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bind  ihem  down  to  ikvery,  and  to 
overthrow  the  republican  conftitu- 
tion  of  the  third  year;  to  manifeft 
to  them  the  fentiments  and  the 
hopes  of  the  legiilature,  and  at  the 
iame  time  to  guard  againll  the  ma- 
noeuvres which  the  accomplices  of  "^ 
the  confpirators  may  attempt^  in  or- 
der to  deceive  them,-*- 

Declare  that  there  is  urgency, 
and  adopt  the  following  refolu- 
tion:^ 

Article  I.  The  legiflattvc  body 
lAakes  t9  the  departments  and  to 
the  armies  the  following  addrefs  i 

**  Frenchmen,  we  owe  to  you  the 
truth :  we  are  about  to  tell  you  the 
truth. 

♦*  A  confpiracy,  which  has  for  its 
object  to  eftabliih  in  France  a 
throne,  and  with  privileges  and 
Vexations,  a  thoufand  times  more 
6dious  Ihati  tliofe  which  were  abo- 
tlihed  by  yotir  will ;  a  confpiracy 
conftantly  unmafkcd,  and  yet  never 
deftroycd,  had  again  brought  the 
republic  to  the  brink  o£  an  abyfs. 
The  government,  by  its  wifdom 
and  its  firmnefs,  difconcerted  the 
adion  at  the  moment  when  it  was 
^n  the  point  of  breaking  out.  One 
Bight  more,  and  an  eternal  mourn- 
ing would  have  covered  our  coun- 
try!  One  night  more,  and  an  ar- 
bitrary defpotilm  would  have  raifed 
her  hideous  head,  and  f«aied  her 
vfurpation  on  the  bodies  of  all  thofe 
^ho  had  more  or  lefc  fcrvcd  the 
caufc  of  liberty  !  Men,  who  had  no 
other  ambition  of  popular  power 
than  to  exercife  it  agamft  the  peo- 
ple, laboured  for  a  long  time  in  the 
execution  of  this  execrable  project ; 
for  the  moft  part  chiefs  of  the  in- 
furgents  of  Vendemiaire,  hardened 
by  impunity,  refunu*d  the  thread  of 
their  intrigues;  they  ftill  corref- 
poxided  more  audacioufiy  than  ever 


with  the  agents  of  the  pretender^ 
Louis  XVlIl.  The  confeffions  of 
one  of  thefe  royal  agents  (Duvcme 
Duprefle)  bear  teflimony  to  the  faft. 
Their  letters  taken  at  Venice,  their 
correfpondence  with  the  emigrants 
and  the  principal  rebels,  prove  it. 
All  the  documents  are  made  pub- 
lic. Irheir  means  were,— Ifl.  Tho 
extin^on  of  all  public  nationad 
fpirit.  2d.  The  aflafllnation  of 
every  man  whom  they  branded  with 
the  title  Sujjuatd  rf  Pmh-ktifm^  and 
the  impunity  granted  to  the  aflaf- 
fins  by  the  tribunals  fold  to  royal- 
ifm.  3d.  The  extin&ion  of  the 
financial  refources  of  the  fiate. 
4th.  The  vilifying  of  the  govern-- 
mentand  the  republican  iniBtution$« 
5th.  Civil  war  to  be  kindled  in  dif« 
ferent  poitits  of  the  republic.  Qx!ti. 
Internal  fafety  to  be  defboyed,  and 
all  the  roads  intercepted.  7th«  }^y 
the  fiarving  of  the  national  credi- 
tor, the  artiian,  and  the  foidier. 
And  finally,  —  8th.  By^  the  \&\r% 
fabrication  of  2dl  forts  of  laws  fub- 
verfive  of  the  conftitution. 

**  This  end,  and  all  thefe  means, 
will  not  aflonifli  you,  as  you  will 
learn  by  the  authentic  documents 
found,  that  their  nominations,  or-^ 
dered  befoi^'hand,  and  regulated 
by  particular  offices  of  counter- 
revolution in  all  the  departments, 
were  founded  on  a  general  plan^ 
formed  and  organized  under  the 
name  of  the  S^iety  tf  Lggitimate  Skis  ; 
a  fociety,  one  of  whole  rules  wa» 
the  moft  abfolute,  the  mofl  blind 
devotion  of  its  members  to  the  or- 
ders that  ibould  be  e;rven  them  by 
their  unknown  chien.  It  was  by 
thefe  means,  French  citizens,  that 
you  have  feen  fpring  out  all  at 
once,  from  the  bofom  of  your  pri*! 
toary  and  eledorel  a^mblics,  this 
crowd  of  delegates,  hitherto   un* 
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known  in  the  revolution,  or  known 
only  by  their  incivifm  the  mod  re- 
volting. It  was  by  thefe  means 
that  there  was  formed,  in  almoft 
every  place,  a  majority  of  men, 
feducea,  bribed,  or  deluded,  whofe 
fpeaking  conftantly  under  fpecial 
mandate^  and  employing  themfelves 
only  in  the  overthrow  of  the  re- 
public, made  us  doubt  whether  their 
cooiHtuents  redded  in  France  or  at 
Biankenburgh.  •  It  was  thus  that 
the  votes  of  the  true  citizens  were 
of  no  avail  in  the  elections;  and 
that,  with  the  exception  of  a  fmall 
number  of  aflemblies  where  their 
voices  were  attended  to,  almoft 
everywhere  the  votes  of  crime  and 
of  royal  intrigue  were  triumphant. 
We  may  conceive  how,  eftabliihing 
thcmfclVcs  the  judges  of  their  own 
eledions,  they  haftened  to  declare 
them  good  or  bad. as  it  fuited  their 
purpole :  fometimes  fnakin^  an  ar- 
gument of  the  majoAy  of  voters, 
to  cover  their  violences,  the  denial 
of  juftice,  and  the  unconftitutional 
nature  of  thefe  aflemblies ;  fKnd 
fometimes  oppofinff  protcfts,  ob- 
fcure,  and  witnout  chara(^r,  to  the 
formal  wills  of  a  republican  majo- 
rity. Certainly  it  is  wonderful 
that,  with  fo  many  means  of  corrup- 
tion, and  of  deftru6Hve  influence, 
fome  nominations'-^nav,  that  one 
fingle  place  (hould  efcapc  them; 
as,  after  a  vaft  conflagration,  we 
fometimes  fee  with  aftonifliment 
fome  buildings  relpe(fted  by  the 
flames. 

"  We  will  not  recall  to  you, 
citizens,  what  has  been  the  deplor- 
able fuccefs  of  thefe  atrocious  com- 
binations. In  Floreal,  peace,  ho- 
nourable and  folid,  fmiled  propiti- 
ous to  our  wi(hes  :  it  is  flown. 
Could  it  refide  in  a  land  in  convul- 
fion,  ready  to  cover  itfclf  with  blood 


and  afhes  ?  National  credit  had 
taken  confiftency ;  the  creditor  was 
about  to  be  pa:d  ;  falaries  were  dil- 
charged  in  currency ;  and  in  an  in- 
fhint,  mifery  and  penury  returned 
to  burft  upon  France.  The  credi- 
tor funk  mtodefpair;  the  infcrip- 
tions,  which  were  at  forty,  fell  to 
ten ;  the  armies  without  pay,  with- 
out clothing  : — the  armies  that  had 
triumphed  over  Europe ---oh  Ihame! 
oh  grief  !— were  obliged  to  live  ei- 
ther upon  requifition,  or  upon  the 
produCT  of  their  courage.  And  yet 
a  hideous  laugh  efcaped  from  the- 
lips  of  the  a>tincers  of  counter-revo- 
lution ;  each  dav  they  law  the  em- 
barraffments  or  government  aug- 
ment, each  day  they  increafcd  them. 
more  and  more ;  interpretations  the 
mofl  forced,  want  of  faith  the  moft 
imprudent,  every  thing  was  good 
in  their  eyes,  provided  they  attain- 
ed the  defired  end.  The  labourer* 
in  fanaticifm  were  recalled ;  a  fcan- 
dalous  and  public  traffic  for  the 
erafure  of  emigrants  was  openly 
carried  on.  Citizens,  alarmed  by 
thefe  appearances,  aflembled  to  con- 
fer together:  the  right  of  meeting 
was  interdicted  ;  they  reclaimed 
their  rights;  they  were  treated  as 
feditious,  and  as  cut-throats  :  they 
complained  of  miferable  men  being 
aflaifinated ;  to  which  it  was  anfwer- 
ed,  that  vengeance  was  legitimate, 
and  crime  was  ere6led  into  fyftem. 
A  new  revolution,  a  thoufand  times 
more  bloody  than  the  fir  ft,  was  iflli- 
ing  from  every  pore  of  the  body 
'politic  ;  but  fome  indifcretions, 
fome  figns  of  premature  joy,  be- 
trayed the  confpirators ;  they  began 
to  take  pride  in  the  title  of  royal- 
ifts;  a  feparation,  the  avant-courler 
of  aflaffination,  took  place  between 
the  prftfcribcrs  and  the  profcribed. 
Thcv  firft  entitled- themfelves  the 
X  2  true 
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true  reprcfcntatives  ;  the  others 
were  no  longer  confidered  as  their 
colleagues  ;  judgment  was  pafled 
upon  them ;  they  were  republicans. 
Arms  were  dlftributed,  poniards 
were  made,  many  of  which  were 
feized  along  with  the  cards  of  ren- 
dezvous ;  regifters  of  inrolment 
were  opened.  Oh  country !  oh 
fccret  and  noble  fentiment  of  li- 
berty !  generous  offspring  of  honour 
and  of  juatipnal  pride,  what  art  thou 
become  ?  Oh  juftice,  morality, 
humanity!  names  fb  often  profaned, 
ye  focial  and  public  virtues,  where 
have  ye  taken  refuge  ?  .  They  live 
in  the  armies ! 

*'  This  intrepid  advanced  guard 
of  a  nation,  whofe  deftrucflion  bad 
been  fworn  by  traitors,  faithful  to. 
its  oath,  rung  the  alarm;  its  cry 
was  heard  throughout  all  France; 
it  was  heard  in  the  camp  of  the 
enemy;  it  ftmck  difmay  to  the 
fouls  of  the  traitors.  .Then  they 
changed  their  plan;  without  being 
Icfs  aftive,  they  feigned  ah  cxtenfive 
moderation,  to  dimii>iAi  the  means 
of  refinance  which  they  dreaded* 
But  it  was  done ;  the  reveille  was 
beat ;  the  government,  that  had 
been  fo  long  deceived,  now  recol- 
lefted  that  it  alfo  was  the  repofilory 
of  the  confiltuiion,  and  guardian  of 
the  dcflinies  of  the  republic.  In 
the  two  councils  a  majority,  coura- 
geous and  clear-flghted,  conflantly 
m  open  combat  with  a  fa<5lion  uxi* 
maflied,  no.  longer  defpaired  of 
bringing  back  to  their  fide  thofe 
feithful  members  that  tlie  party  had 
only  inlilted  by  deceiving  them. 
They  perceived  that  the  conftitu- 
tion,  in  not  forefecing  the  cafe  of  a 
faction  of  legiflators  overthrowing 
it,  even  by  furrounding  themfelves 
with  the  appearance  of  its  forms, 
left,  by  this  very  omiillon,  to  thofe 


who  were  defirous  to  fave  it,  ibe 
right  of  employing  every  fort  of 
meafure  to  that  purpofe,  and  that 
it  was  abfurd  to  pretend,  that  if  a 
fa(%ou5  or  deceived  minority  fhould 
decree  the  abrogation  of  the  repub- 
lic, all  the  powers  infHtuted  by  the 
conftitution  ought  to  fhut  their 
eyes,  and  execute  the  decree, 

"  Frenchmen,  the  event  did  not 
deceive  their  hopes ;  and  this  tinne 
a|;ain,  as  in  the  tennis-court.  Pro- 
vidence, the  prefervcr  of  know- 
ledge, <rf  the  virtues,  and  of  liberty, 
protected  the  republic  !  You  know 
the  refult  of  the  memorable  day  of 
the  18th  Fni6tidor:  the  conipira- 
tors  were  arrefted ;  the  legiflative 
body,  freed  from  oppreiBon,  and 
enlightened  on  the  reiterated  ma- 
noeuvres of  tlic  guilty^  feeling  their 
own  dignity  and  their  duties  \rcre 
not  wanting  to  the  one,  while  they 
difcharged  the  other  with  courage. 
They  did  not,  and  they  ou^t  not 
to  place  any  confiderations  whatfo- 
ever,  in  circumitances  fo  imperiou?^ 
in  tlie  balance  with  the  fafety  of  ilie 
countr)'  and  the  conftitution  ;  but 
in  ftriking  down  the  confplrators 
they  did  not  forget  that  they  rente - 
fcnted  a  fenfible  and  great  nation, 
and  ti)at  they  ought  to  prefervc  to 
it  its  character.  Thefe  men,  who 
talked  of  humanity  while  they  w'ere 
meditating afTa^ffinations  5  thefe  inen, 
who  would  not  luve  fparcd  the  lUc 
of  a  (ingle  republican,  are  going  to 
lead  their  o>^'n  lives  far  frona  u^ 
with  remorfe  and  opprobrium :  tbcj 
are  tranfported. 

"  Not  a  drop  of  blood,  not  an 
a(^  of  violence  or  diforder,  has 
ftained  this  day.  Thus,  this  great 
and  wife  attitude  of  Frenchmen, 
and  particularly  of  our  brothers  in 
arms,  on  this  terrible  occalion,  in 
completing  their  eulogium^  attefl::! 
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4he  bafenefs  and  infamy  of  thofe 
-who,  in  their  criminal  correfpond- 
eiice,  and  in  their  audacious  libels, 
have  dared  to  paint  Frenchmen  as 
robbers  and  ruffians.  The  confti- 
,  tution  is  their  fortune  ;  they  have 
fealed  it  with  their  blood;  they 
will  not  fuffer  it  to  be  attacked ; 
Frenchmen  have  placed  it  between 
royalty  and  anarchy,  and  they  know 
how  to  keep  it  in  its  place. 

"  Oh  ye  fathers,  mothers,  huf- 
bands,  children !  whom  the  remem- 
brance of  the  misfortunes  and  the 
difafters  of  the  revolution  have  ir- 
ritated, confider  with  affright  what 
a  horrible  revolution  they  have  pre- 
pared for  you  anew ;  and  may  this 
fentimcnt  remove  for  ever  from 
your  hearts,  thofe  barbarous  enmi- 
ties, thofe  murderous  oppofitions, 
which  difloLve  a  nation,  and  involve 
It  in  a  deluge  of  calamities ! 

*'  Citizens,  the  mifchief  unmafk- 
ed  will  no  doubt  try  to  calumniate 
us,  and  to  arm  you  one  againft  an- 
other. Thefe  calumnies  we  def- 
pife,  but  we  cannot  defpife  your 
peril.  We  have  told  you  the  truth ; 
do  you  examine  the  intereft  of  thofe 
who  fliall  fpeak  to  you  in  other  lan- 
^age.  The  legiflative  body  con- 
jures you  to  this — repel  far  from 
you  every  perfidious  infinuation; 
let  not  England  and  Auflria  tear 
from  you  the  fruits  of  this  laft  vic- 
tory, which  clofes  at  length  the  re- 
volution. Let  us  gather  round  the 
conlH tution ;  let  us  think  and  feel 
that  its  fpirit  and  its  letter  ought 
never  to  be  feparated. 

*'  Oh  I  if  after  twenty  years  of 
this  civil  war,  that  they  wifhed  to 
infli<ft  upon  us,  and  of  the  frightful 
cataftrophes  that  would  be  its  ne- 
ceflary  confequences,  a  beneficent 
genius  were  to  bring  us  this  confli- 
^tion  of  the  third  year,  with  wnat 


tranfport  fhould  wc  not  recdye  it! 
what  tears  of  gratitude  would  it  not 
make  us  fliedl  whatnewefl  hopes 
would  it  not  revive  in  families  re- 
duced to  defolation! — Well,  we 
have  it,  we  poffefs  it,  let  us  learn 
to  preferve  it.  As  to  vou,  French- 
men, it  is  to  your  union,  it.  is  to 
your  confidence,  that  we  are  to 
look  for  encouragement.  Return- 
ing prefently  to  our  ordinary  la- 
bours, all  our  cares  will  be  to  clofe 
the  wounds  which  our  enemies  are 
ftriving  to  enlarge.  The  reflora- 
tion  of  the  finances,  of  commerce, 
of  induftry,  of  apiculture ;  the  fo- 
lace  of  the  indigent  clafles,  of  the 
hofpitals,  of  the  national  creditor^ 
the  debt  of  our  immortal  defenders, 
will  demand  our  firfl  regards.  Peace 
alfo,  that  confoling  peace  which  is 
acquired  by  viftory,  Ihall  fpeedily 
come,  and  we  have  the  folid  hope 
of  it,  to  confolidate  all  our  tri- 
umphs, and  to  repair  all  our  lofles. 
If,  on  the  contrary,  the  enemy 
fliould  be  obftinate,'  tO'  precipitate 
their  own  definition,  may  the  u- 
nion  of  our  good  citizens,  may  their 
attachment  to  the  confHtution  and 
government  of  the  third  year,  be 
at  once  their  dcfpair,  and  the  pledge 
of  their  approaching  ruin ! 

"  Magillrates,  adminiflrators, 
fun<^onaries,  the  voice  of  your 
country  calls  you  back  to  your 
pofls.  Everyv/here  in  a  republic, 
that  man  is  in  the-  field  of  honour 
who  condufts  himfelf  as  a  republi- 
can. Men  of  letters,  you  whom 
the  defpotifm  of  calumtiy  reduced 
to  filencc,  refume  your  prifline  en- 
ergy; commence  your  republican 
inftru6lion ;  make  the  coward  apo- 
logifls  of  flavery  to  blufh ;  aid  alfb 
the  legiflative  body  and  the  govern- 
ment; form  the  manners  of  the 
nation. 

X  3  "  Frenchmen, 
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**  Frenchmen,  unity  of  adlion  is 
re-e(lab]i(hed  between  the  two 
great  powers,  not  that  which  refults 
from  the  dependence  of  one  of 
them,  but  that  which  produces  the 
harmony  of  reciprocal  wills.  We 
have  expofed  to  you  our  condu6^ 
and  our  principles ;  our  life  is  i Ito- 
gcther  devoted  to  the  maintenance 
of  the  republic;  we  will  not  fay 
that  we  are  merely  ready  to  lofc 
oiir  lives  in  combating  the  fa^^ions, 
but  we  fwear  to  you  that  we  will 
overcome  them." 

T^e  fdJovnng  Proclamations  have  been 
publi/ftedby  the  Dire^ory.  On  their 
Authenticity  no  great  Reliance  can 
be  /tlaced.  Thus  much^  .  however^ 
fnuft  be  fatdy  tliat  the  Pretender  has 
not  thought  fit  to  dif avow  them. 

LOUIS      XVIII.  TO    THE    FRENCH. 

A  PROFOUND  grief  penetrates 
ourbreaft  every  time  we  fee  French- 
men groaning  in  captivity,  through 
their  attachment  to  the  fafety  of 
France.  But  will  it  fatisfy  your  ty- 
rants to  have  procured  new  viftims  ? 
Jn  this  confpiracy  which  they  im- 
pute to  them,  in  the  papers  they 
publiili  fo  faftidioufly,  will  they  not 
leek  pretexts  to  calumniate  our  in- 
tention*? Is  it  not  to  be  dreaded, 
finally,  that,  either  by  forging  pa- 
pers, or  by  throwing  out  fubtle  in- 
iinnations,  thev  will  attempt  to 
paint  UB  to  you  in  falfe  colours  ? 

It  is  our  duty  to  admonifli  you 
againft  a  perfidy  wbtch  the  expe- 
rience of  what  is  paft  authorizes  us 
to  forefee ;  it  is  our  duty  to  ma- 
nifeft  to  you  the  fentiments  wth 
which  our  heart  is  filled.  The  ty- 
rants envelope  thcmfelves  in  the 
fiiades  of  myfteryj  a  father  dreads 
not  to  be  feen'  by  his  children. 


Thofe  of  our  faithful  fubjeds  whom 
we  have  appointed  to  inftnid  you 
as  f o  your  true  interclls,  will  retnce 
in  this  paper  the  inftru^tions  they 
have  received.  Thofe  whom  the 
purity  of  their  zeal  and  the  wifdom 
of  their  principles  will  entitle  to 
our  confidence  in  future,  will  here 
read  aforehand  the  inftru^ons 
which  will  be  given  to  them.  Fi- 
nally, all  the  French  who,  iharing 
our  love  for  the  country,  with  to 
concur  towards  faving  it,  will  in- 
ftru6b  themfelves  in  the  rules  they 
ought  to  follow ;  and  all  France,  ac- 
quainted with  the  end  to  which 
every  one  fhould  concur  in  concert, 
and  the  means  which  ought  to  be 
employed,  will  form  a  judgment 
for  itfelf  of  the  good  which  it  ought 
to  expe^  from  them. 

We  have  faid  to  our  agents, 
(note,  by  the  Dire<ftory,  Dunan^ 
Brottier,  and  Lavilluemois)  and  we 
repeat  to  them  inceflantly,  "  Bring 
back  our  people  to  the  holy  religion 
of  their  forefathers,  and  to  the  pa- 
ternal government  which  fe  long 
conftituted  the  glory  and  happineU 
of  France.  Explain  to  them  that 
the  conftitution  of  the  fhte  has  been 
calumniated,  becaufe  it  has  been 
mifunderf^ood.  Inftruft  them  to 
diftinguifli  it  from  the  regime^ which 
had  been  too  long  introduced.  Shew 
them  that  it  is  alike  opposite  to  an- 
archy and  defpotifm,  the  two  fcour- 
ges  which  are  as  odious  to  us  as  they 
arc  to  them,  but  which  have  altern- 
ately a(fii6ted  France  fince  (he  has 
no  longer  had  a  King.  Confult 
wife  and  enlightened  men  as  to  th^ 
new  degrees  of  perfe^^on,  of  which 
that  conftitution  may  be-  fufcepti- 
ble,  and  make  known  to  them  the 
forms  it  has  prefcribed  to  eflfeA  its 
own  amelioration.  Affirm  that  we 
have  adopted  the  moil  efficacious 
meafure& 
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ineafures  to  preferve  it  from  the  in* 
juries  of  time,  and  from  the  attacks 
of    authority    itfelf.      Giiantntee 
ence  more  the  oblivion  of  errors, 
of  injuries,  and  even  of  crimes. 
Quench  in  every  breail  every  the 
Called  wifli  of  private  revenges, 
which  we  are  relblved  to  reprefs 
with  fcverity.    Tranfmit  to  us  the^ 
public  will  as  to   the  regulations 
which  are  calculated  to  correct  a- 
bufes,  the  refrirm  of  which  will  be 
the  conilant  objeA  of  our  folici- 
tude.    Apply  all  ypur  attention  to 
prdvent  the  return  of  that  regime 
of  blood,  which  has  cofl  us  fo  ma- 
ny tears,  and  with  whigh  our  wretch- 
ed fubj&fb  are  ftill  menaced.     Di- 
reft  the  choice  they  arc  about  to 
make,    towards    men    of   worth, 
friends  oJF  order  and  peace,  who  are 
at  the  fame  lime  incapable  of  be- 
traying the  dignity  of  the  French 
name,  and  wlu>fe  virtues,  intelli- 
gence, and  courage,  may  help  us  to 
reftore  happinefs    to  our  people. 
Promife  rewards   proportioned  to 
their  fervices,  to  the  military  of 
every  rank,  and  to  the  members  of 
the  adminiftrations  who  (liall  co- 
operate towards  the    re-eftabUfli- 
ment  of  religion,   laws,    and  the 
legitimate  authority.— But,  in  the 
re-eftabli^unent  of  them,  avoid  the 
employment  of  the  atrocious  means 
which  were  praAifed  to,  overthrow 
them.    Expeft  from  the  public  o- 
pinion  a  fuccefs  which  it  alone  can 
render  folid  and  durable;  or,  if  it 
ihould  be  neceflary  to  have  recourfe 
to  force  of  arms^   do  pot  at  leaft 
employ  this  cmel  force  until  the 
hdl  extremity,  and  to  give  it  a  juft 
and  neceflary  fupport. 

IB'renchmen !  alt  the  documents 
you  may  ^leet  with  in  conformity 
fo  thcfe  fentiments,  we  fhall  glcry 
^Q  avowing.    If  any  iliould  be  pre- 


fcntcd  to  you  in  which  you  ihouli^- 
not  reoognize  thefe  charafters,  reJ 
jeA  them  as  the  produftion  of  liars | 
they  are  not  in  conformity  with  oiu? 
heart. 

Given  on  the  10th  of  March, 
of  the  year  of  grace  1797, 
and  of  our  reign  thefecond. 
(Signed)  Lovis. 

This  was  to  have  heen /ivhhjhed  /nrevhut 
to  the  Entry  of  the  Pretentier  into  Faris. 

I^OUJS    THE    XVIXI.    TfO   Att 
FHKNCHMEN, 

PROVIDENCE  has  permitted 
for  the  inftru6lion  of  Kmgs,  and 
for  the  puniihment  of  nations,  that 
the  monarchy  of  France  fliould  be 
overtyrned  by  a  handful  of  factious 
men,  whofc  conduf^  has  been  Ibin- 
cd  by  every  fpecies  of  guilt. 

Tfie  clergy,  the  nobility,  and 
all  the  perfonages  of  the  higheft 
di(lin<^on  and  probity,  have  been 
either  perfecuted,  exiled,  or  n^fla- 
cred.— Our  aug;uft  Brother,  and  n, 
part  of  his  fiftmly,  have  been  the 
vi^Hms  of  this  cruel  tyranny. 

Frenchmen,  your  hearts  are  now 
opened  and  foftened.  They  are 
returned  to  thofe  fentiments  of 
love  for  their  Kin,^  which  have 
ever  diflinguiihed  them  beyond  all 
other  nations;  they  have  recogni- 
zed wrf acred  right  to  govern  them : 
»they  have  recognized  us,  in  the 
perfuafion  that  we  ihall  not  fuffer 
the  diadem  on  our  brow  to  be  dif» 
honoured. 

Ye8!«->we  take  the  Moil  High 
to  witnefs,  that  we  {hall  forget'  the 
faults  of  our  fubje6b  who  have 
been  milled  by  the  feditibus.  Far 
from  markuig'our  acccfiion  to  the 
throne  by  any  texrible  difolay  of 
vengeance,  I  ihall  fliew  my(elf  like 
a  ieA4er  feth«r,  who  pardons  tho 
X  ^^     '  crrojcfi 
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fifrors  and  wanderings  of  hisf  chil- 
dren. We  fliall  pardon  with  as 
much  pleafure  as  our  tyrants  have 
found  in  iacrificing.  The  juftice 
of  God  does  not  rcfemblc  that  of 
men ;  he  3one  can  read  our  hearts, 
and  punifh  their  hardnefs. 

(Signed)  Louis. 


Treaty  tf  Peace  cwclvded  between  tie 
. .  fopt  and  ike  French  ReJuMic. 

Art- 1.  'TpHERE  fhall  be  peace, 
X    friendihip,  and  good 
underflanding  between  the  French 
Republic  and  Pope  Pius  the  Sixth. 

II.  The  Pope  revokes  all  adhe- 
fion,  aiUflance,  andconceifion,  open 
or  fccrct,  given  by  him  to  the*  coa- 
lition armed  againil  the  French  Re- 
public ;  and  to  every  treaty  of  alli- 
ance, offcnfive  and  defenfive,  with 
whatever  power  it  may  be.  He 
engages  himfeif  not  to  furnifh,  ei- 
ther for  the  prefent  or  any  future 
war,  to  any  power  armed  againft 
the  French  Republic,  any  fuccours 
in  men,  fhips,  arms,  warlike  ftores, 
proviiions,  or  money,  under  any 
title  or  denomination  whatever. 

III.  His  Holinefs  (hall  diiband, 
within  five  days  after  the  ratification 
of  the  prefent  treaty,  the  troops  of 
the  new  formation,  retaining  only 
the  regiments  exifting  before  the 
treaty  of  armiftice  iigncd  at  Bo- 
logna. 

IV.  The  fhips  of  war. or  corfairs 
of  the  powers  armed  againfl  the 
French  Republic,  fhall  not  enter, 
or  at  leafl  fnall  not  make  any  flay 
during  the  prefent  war,  in  the  ports 
or  roads  of  the  ecclcfiallical  flates. 

V.  The  French  Republic  fhall 
continue  to  enjoy,  as  before  the 
war,  all  the  rights  and  prerogatives 
which  France  had  at  ^ome,  and 


fiall  be  treated  in  every  refpe£bat 
the  mofl  refjpedable  powers,  and 
particularly  io  as  to  what  rektes  io 
Its  ambaflador  or  Diinifter,  its  con* 
fuls  or  vice-confuls. 

VI.  The  Pope  ihail  renounce  ab^ 
folutely  and  entirely  all  the  rights 
which  he  may  pretend  to  have  in 
the  cities  and  territories  of  Avig- 
non, the  Comtat  Venaiffin,  and  its 
dependencies;  and  flull  transfer^ 
give  up,  and  abandon  the  iaid  rights 
to  the  French  Republic. 

VII.  The  Pope  in  like  manner 
renounces  for  ever,  and  gives  up 
smd  transfers  to  the  French  Repub^ 
lie,  all  his  right  to  the  territories 
known  by  the  title  of  the  Legation 
of  Bologna,  Ferrara,  and  Romagna ; 
and  no  attack  fhall  be  made  on  the 
Catholic  religion  in  that  quarter. 

VIII.  The  citadel  and  vjllagct 
forming  the  territory  of  the  dty  of 
Ancona,  fhall  remain  in  the  hainds 
of  the  Republic  till  a  peace  with 
the  continent  fhall  be  concluded. 

IX.  The  Pope  engages,  for  him- 
feif and  his  fucceflbrs,  not  to  tians<> 
fer  to  any  one  the  titles  of  Seignio-* 
ries  attached  to  the  territory  by  him 
ceded  to  the  French  Republic. 

X.  His  Holinefs  engages  to  pay 
and  deliver,  at  Jolieno,  to  the  trea- 
furer  of  the  French  army,  befbfe 
the  5th  of  March,  1797,  the  fum  of 
15,000,000  of  French  livres  Tour- 
nois,  ofwhiph  10,000,000  fliali  be 
in  fpecie,  and  5,000,000  in  diamonds 
and  otiier  vahiable  effeds ;  befides 
the  fum  of  1,600,000  remaining  due 
according  to  the  9th  article  of  the 
armiflice  figned  at  Bologna  on  the 
5  th  MefBdor,  in  the  fouith  year  of 
of  the  Republic,  and  ratified  by  his 
Holinefs  on  the  27  th  of  June. 

XI.  In  order  to  fettle  nnally  what 
fliall  remain  to  be  paid,  in  oxder  to 
the  complete  execution  of  thearmi- 
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fike  %ned  at  Bologna,  lits  HdHndk 
&ali  provide  the  army  with  800  ca^ 
valiy  horfes  accoutred,  and  SCO 
draught-horfes,  bulls,  and  buffaloes, 
and  other  obje^  produced  from 
the  territory  of  the  church.: 

XII.  Befides  the  fum  mentioned 
in  the  preceding  articles,  the  Pope 
ihall  pay  to  the  French  Republic, 
in  fpecie,  diamonds,  and  other  ya- 
luabks,  the  fum  of  15,000,000  of 
French  livrcs  Toumois,  of  which 
10,000,000  livres'  ftiall  be  paid  in 
the  courie  of  March,  and  five  in 
the  coiirfe  of  April  next. 

XIII:  The  8th  article  of  the 
treaty  of  armiftice  figned  at  Bo* 
iogna,  concerning  the  manufcripts 
•and  objedb  of  art,  ihall  be  carried 
into  complete  execution  as  fpeedily 
as  poffible. 

XIV.  The  French  army  ihall 
evacuate  Umbria,  Perugia,  and  Ca- 
merino,  as  foon  as  the  10th  article 
of  the  prefent  treaty  ihall  be  exe- 
cuted and  accompUihed. 

XV.  The  French  army  ihall  e^- 
cuate  the  province  of  Macerata,  ex- 
cepting Ancona  and  Fano,  and  their 
territories,  as  foon  as  the  firft  five 
millions  of  the  fum  mentioned  in 
the  12th  article  of  the  prefent  trea- 
ty ihall  have  been  paid  and  deliver^ 
ed. 

XVI.  The  French  ihall  evacuate 
the  territory  of  the  city  of  Fano, 
and  the  duchy  of  Urbino,  as  foon 
as  the  fecond  five  millions  of  the 
fum  mentioned*  in  the  12th  article 
of  the  prefent  treaty  ihallhave  been 
delivered,  and  the  3d,  10th,  Uth, 
and  I2th  ihall  have  been  executed. 
The  lail  five  millions,  making  up 
the  whole  of  the  ium  ftipulated  to 
be  paid  bv  the  1 1th  article,  ihall  be. 
paid  at  fcirthcil  in  the  courfe  of 
April  next. 


:XVII:  The '  Fuench  RcpubHp 
cedes  to  the  Pope  all  itsri^http 
the  different  religious  foundations 
in  the  citv*  of  Rome,  and  at  Loret* 
to;  and  the  Pope  cedes  entirely  to 
the  French  Republic  all  the  allodial 
property  belonging  to  the  holy  fee 
in  the  three  provinces  of  Boloena. 
Ferrara,  and  Romagna,  and  particu- 
larly the  eilate  of  Mefola,  ahd  its 
dependencies;  the  Pope  referving 
to  himfelf,  however,  m  cafe  they 
ihall  be  fold,  a  third  of  the  fumt» 
arifing  from  fuch  fale,  which  ihall 
.be  remitted  as  part  of  his  contribu- 
tion. 

XVIIL.His  Holinefs  fliall  difa- 
vow,  by  his  miniiler  at  Paris,  the 
aflaffination  of  the  Secretary  oJF  Le-  , 
gation,  Bafleville ;  and,  in  the  cohrfe 
of  the  year,  the  fum  of  300,000  ll- 
vres  ihall  be  paid  to  and  divided 
among  thofe  who'  have  fuffered  by 
this  event. 

XIX.  His  Holinefs  ihaH  fet  at 
liberty  all  pierfons  in  confinement 
on  account  of  their  political  opi- 
nions. 

XX.  The  Commander  in  Chief 
ihall  permit  all  the  prifoners  of  war 
from  the  troops  of  his  Holinefs  to 
return  home,  as  foon  as  he  ihall  have 
received  the  full  ratification  of  this 
treaty. 

XXI.  Until  a  commercial  treaty 
iliall  be  concluded  between  the 
French  Republic  and  the  Pope,,  the 
commerce  of  the  Republic  mall  be 
re-eilabliihed,  and  treated  by  the 
ilates  of  his  Holinefs  on  the  fdme 
footing  as  the  nation  moil  favoured 
in  its  commerce. 

XXII.  Conformable  to  tlie  6th 
article  of  the  treaty  concluded  at 
the  Hague  in  April,  in  the  third 
year,  the  peace  concluded  by  the 
prefent  treaty  bcfvvcen  the  French 
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Republic  and  bis  Holijiefi,  is  de*^ 
clared  to  ezteii4  to  the  BaUvj^a 
Republic. 

XXIII.  The  pofi  of  Prance  fiudl 
be  re^eflabliihed  ^t  Rome,  in  the 
iame  manner  as  exifled  before. 

XXIV.  The  fchool  o£arts,  infti- 
hitcd  at  Rome  for  all  the  French, 
ihali  be  re-eftablifbed,  and  ihall 
continue  to  be  conduded^as  before 
the  war«  The  palace  belondng 
to  the  Republic,  where  this  fchool 
is  held,  fhall  be  reAored  without 
wade. 

XXV.  All  the  articles,  claufei, 
and  conditions  of  the  prefent  treaty 
(hall  be,  without  exception,  obliga- 
tory for  ever,  at  well  on  bis  Holi* 
neis  as  on  his  fuccedbrs. 

XXVI.  the  prefent  treaty  fhall 
be  ratified  with  the  fhortefl  poffible 
delay. 

Made  and  figned  at  the  head- 
quarters of  Tolentino,  by 
the  laid  Blenipotentiaries, 
February  19th,  1797. 

(Signed)      Buonaparte. 
Cacault. 

Jo  Cardituds  Maltei^  L.  Gakpjii^ 
L,  Duca^  Brafchiy  Otiffti^  ani 
Camtildj  Marquis  cfAIaJJfa, 

ConventmJiJ/ntlated  at  Mmtf  Btlk  v/ion 
the  5  th  and  6th  ofjtme^  1 7  97 ,  ktTi-ecn 
Citizen  Buonaparte^  General  in  Chief 
ef  the  French  Jrmy  rf  Italy  ^  Citizen 
Fay/ioultf  Minijier  tf'the  French  Re- 
public  at  Genoa^  and  his  Excellency 
M,  Michael  An^eh  Camhrofa^  Louis 
Carhtnera  and  UerolinOy  Deputies  rf 
the  Republic  ofGema, 

THE  French  Republic  and  the 
Republic  of  Genoa  being  defirous 
to  confolidate  ^the  union  and  har- 
mony which  have  always  exified 
between  the  French  Republic  and 


the  Republic  of  Genoa;  thihting 
likewife  that  the  happinefs  of  tiie 
Genoefe  nation  r^uifes  thst  it 
fhould  regain  poflemon  of  tbe  de* 
pofit  of  its  fovercignty ;  the  two 
fiates  hav^  agreed  upon  the  follow^ 
ine  articles : 

I.  The  government  of  the  Re« 
public  of  Genoa  acknowledges  the 
lovereignty  to  r^de  in  the  aggre- 
gate  of  all  the  citizens  of  the  terri- 
tory of  the  flate. 

II.  The  leg^flative  power  fhall 
be  entruffed  to  two  reprefentadve 
councils;  the  one  compofed  of 
three  hundred,  and  the  other  of 
one  hundred  and  fiftv  membQisl 
The  executive  power  fhall  be  dclcr 
gated  to  a  fenate  of  ten  members^ 
over  which  a  doge  fhall  prefide; 
the  fenator^  ihall  be  ii^  the  nomina- 
tion of  the  cQuncih. 

III.  Every  commune  fhall  have  a 
municipality,  and  every  difbi^  ani 
admbiuratlon. 

IV.  The  modeofeleaionofaV 
the  authorities,  the  limits  pf  the  dif- 
.  trials,  thff  portion  of  authority  en- 
truftod  to  all  the  different  bodies, 
the  organization  of  the  judicial 
power  and  the  military  force,  fhall 
be  determined,  by  a  committee  of 
-Inflation,  charged  with  thi;  tafk  of 
framing  the  conftitution,  an^  aQ  the 
organi^  laws  of  th^  government, 
with  the  referve  of  domg  nothing 
contrary  to  the  Catholic  reUgion, 
to  guarantee  the  confolidated  debts, 
to  prefervc  the.  free  port'of  the  city 
of  Geuoaaiid  the  bankof  St.  George, 
and  tq  take  m^ures,  as  &r  as  means 
ihall  permit,  to  provide  for  thefiip- 
port  of  the  poor  nobles  who  at  ore- 
lent  exifl.  This  committee  fhall  be 
obliged  to  complete  its  work  in  the 
fpace  of  one  month,  rockonii)^  from 
the  day  of  its  formatioiK* 

V.  The   people  finding   them* 
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felvcs  reftored  to  the  enjoyment  of 
their  ngbts,  every  kind  of  privilege 
and  exclulire  e^ablifhment  which 
breaks  the  unity  of  the  ftate  is  ne- 
ceflarily  annulled. 

VL  The  provifional  government 
ihall  be  entmfted  to  an  executive 
committee,  who  fhall  be  compofed 
of  twenty-two  members,  over  which 
the  reigninc;  doge  ihall  prefide,  and 
which  fhall  be  inftalled  upon  the 
Hth  of  the  prefent  month  of  June, 
26th  Prairial,  the  5th  year  of  the 
French  Republic. 

VII.  The  citizens  who  fliall  be 
called  upon  to  corr.pofe  the  provi- 
fional government  of  the  Genoefe 
Republic,  are  not  at  liberty  to  re- 
fufe  the  office  without  being  regard- 
ed as  indifferent  to  the  welfare  of 
the  country,  and  condemned  to  a 
fine  of  two  thoufand  crowns. 

VIII.  When  the  provifional  go- 
vernment Ihall  be  formed,  it  ihall 
determine  the  neceiBiry  regulations 
for  the  forms  of  its  deliberations ; 
it  fliall  appoint,  within  a  week  af- 
ter its  inihiUation,  the  committee 
of  legiilation,  empowered  to  frame 
the  conilitution. 

IX.  The  provifional  government 
ihall  fix  the  juft  indemnification  due 
to  the  French  who  \vere  pillaged 
upon  the  3d  and  4th  Prairial, 

X.  The  French  Republic,  defi- 
rous  of  giving  a  proof  of  the  inle- 
reft  which  it  takes  in  the  happinefs 
of  the  Genoefe  people ;  deiirous  of 
feeing  them  united,  and  free  from 
felons,  grants  an  amnefly  to  all 
the  Genoefe  againft  whom  it  has 
grounds  of  complaint,  either  on 
account  of  the  tranfa6tion$  of  the 
3d  and  4th  Prairial,  or  on  account 
of  the  different  events  which  took 
place  in  the  imperial  fiefs.  The 
provifional  government  ftiall  em- 
ploy its  utmoft  endeavours  to  ex* 


tiAguifii  all  fa^lions,  to  unite  all  the 
cititens,  and  to  convince  them  of 
the  neccfiity  of  rallying  round  pub* 
lie  liberty,  and  fliall  therefore  grant 
a  general  amneily. 

XL  The  French  Republic  fhall 
grant  its  prote^on  to  the  Genoefe 
Republic,  and  even  the  affiftance  of 
its  armies  to  facilitate,  if  neceflary, 
the  execution  of  the  above  articles, 
and  to  maintain  the  integrity  of  the 
territory  of  the  Genoefe  Republic. 

Treafy  a^  Peace  ami  FrienJJht/i  befstxen 
the  Bench  Re/iubJic  and  Her  Mofi 
Faithful  Majefty  the  Queen  of  Portur 
gal. 

THE  French  Republic  and  Her 
Mofl  Faithful  Majefty  the  Queen 
of  Portugal,  defirous  of  re-efhiblifh<- 
ing  the  bonds  of  commerce  and 
inendfhip  which  exifted  between 
the  two  powers  before  the  prefent 
yar,  have^ven  full  powers  to  enter 
into  negotiations  for  that  purpofe, 
▼iz.  the  Executive  Directory,  in  the 
name  of  the  French  Republic,  to 
citizen  Charles  Delacroix ;  and  Her 
Very  Faithful  Majefty  toM.  Ic  Che- 
valier d'Aranjo  Dazevedo,  of  her 
faid  Majefly's  council,  Gentleman 
of  her  Houfehold,  Knight  of  the 
Order  of  Chrift,  and  her  Envoy  Ex- 
traordinary and  Minifter  Plenipo- 
tentiary to  the  Batavian  Republic ; 
who,  after  having  exchanged  their 
refpeftive  powers,  have  concluded 
the  prefent  treaty  of  peace. 

Article  I.  There  ihall  be  pcacc^ 
friendfhip,  and  good  underfhndmg 
between  the  French  Republic  and 
Her  Moft  Faithful  Majefty  the 
Queen  of  Portugal. 

II.  All  hoiliuties  fhall  ccafe,  at 
well  by  land  as  by  fca,  reckoning 
from  the  exchange  of  the'  ratifica- 
tions of  the  prelent  treaty,  viz.  ia 
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fifteen  dkys  for  Europe*  and  the 
Teas  on  her  coads,  and  thofe  of 
Africa  on  this  fide  the  equator: 
forty  days  after  the  (aid  exchange 
for  the  countries  and  feas  of  Ame- 
rica and  Africa  beyond  the  equator, 
and  three  months  after  for  the  coun- 
tries and  feas  fituated  to  the  eaU- 
ward  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

III.  The  ports,  towns,  places,  or 
any  other  tenitoriai  poiTeHions  of 
cither  of  the  two  powers,  in  what- 
ever part  of  the  world,  which  are 
occupied  orconquered  by  the  troops 
of  the  other,  Ihall  be  reciprocally 
reftored  within  the  periods  above- 
mentioned,  without  either  compen- 
fation  or  indemnily  being  requu^d. 

IV.  Her  Moft  FaithfQl  Majefty 
engages  to  obferve  the  moft  exa^ 
neutrality  between  the  Republicand 
the  other  belligerent  powers.  A 
fimilar  neutrality  ihall  be  obferved 
hy  the  French  Republic,  in  cafe  of 
a  rupture. between  Portugal  amd  any 
other  European  power.  In  confe- 
qiience,  neither  of  the  two  contract- 
ing parties,  during  the  courfe  of  the 
preient  war,  ftiall  fiirniih  to  the 
enemies  of  the  other,  in  virtue  of 
any  treaty  or  ftipulation  whatever 
(public  or  fecret)  any  fuccours  in 
troops,  (hips,  arms,  warlike  ammu- 
nition, provifions,  or  money,  under 
"ft  hatever  title  or  denomination. 

V.  Her  Moft  Faithful  Majefty 
iliall  not  admit  into  her  great  ports 
more  than  fix  armed  ftiips  or^war 
belonging  to  any  one  of^  the  belli- 
gerent powers,  nor  more  than  three 
into  her  fmaller  ports.  The  prizes 
made  by  their  ftiips  of  war  or  re- 
fpective  cruifers  ftiall  no  more  be 
received  into  her  Majefty's  ports 
than  the  Ctulfers  themfelves,  unlefs 
it  be  in  cafes  of  tcmpeft  or  immi- 
nent peril,  and  then  they  fliall  de- 
part as  f  oon  as  the  peril  is  paft .    A 11 


fale  of  merchandife  or  captured  vef- 

fels  ftiall  be  feverely  prohibited. 
The  French  Republic  fliall  obferve 
the  fame  regulations  with  reipeci 
to  ftiips  of  war,  cruifers,  or  prizes 
belonging  to  the  European  powen 
with  which  Her  Moft  Faithhil  Ma- 
jefty may  enter  into  war. 

VI.  Her  Moft  Faithful  Majefty 
acknowledges,  by  the  prefent  trea- 
ty, that  all  the  territories  fituated  to 
the  north  of  the  limits  hereinafter 
mentioned,  between  the  poftefLons 
of  the  two  contracting  powers,  be- 
long in  full  property  and  fovc- 
reignty  to  the  French  iCcpublic; 
renouncing,  as  far  as  need  be,  as 
well  for  herlelf  as  her  fucceflbrs,  all 
the  rights  to  which  ftie  might  pre- 
tend upon  the  faid  territories,  under 
whatever  title,  and  particularly  in 
virtue  of  the  eighth  article  of  the 
treaty  concluded  at  Utrecht,  the  1  Uh 
of  April,  1713.  The  French  Re- 
pubhc  reciprocally  acknowledges 
that  all  the  territories  fituated  to 
the  fouth  of  the  faid  line,  belong  to 
Her  Moft  Faithful  Majefty,  in  con- 
formity to  the  treaty  of  Utrecht. 

VII.  Tlie  limits  between  the  two 
French  and  Poxtuguefe  Guyanas 
fliall  be  determined  by  the  river 
called  by  the  Poriuguefe  Calmeme, 
and  by  the  French  Vincent  Pinfon, 
which  flows  into  the  ocean  above 
the  North  Cape,  about  two  degrees 
and  a  half  foutnern  latitude.  They 
ftiall  follow  the  faid  river  to  its 
fource,  and  afterwards  a.  right  line 
drawn  from  the  faid  fource  towards 
the  weft)  as  far  as  Rio  Blanco. 

VIIL  The  mouth,  as  well  as  the 
whole  courfe  of  the  laid  river  Cal- 
meme or  Vincent  Pinfon,  belong 
in  full  and  entire  fovereignty  to  the 
French  Republic,  without,  howev- 
er, the  fubje£bof  Her  Moft  Faith- 
ful Majefty,  eflabiiftied  in  theenri. 
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rons  to  the  fouth  of  the  faid  river, 
being  prevented  from  ufing  it  free- 
ly, and  without  being  fubjcA  to  the 
duties  of  entrance,  courfe,  and  wa- 
ter-duty. 

IX.  The  fubjeas  of  Her  Moft 
Faithful  Majefty  who  are  fettled  to 
the  north  of  the  frontier  line  above 
marked,  fhall  be  free  to  remain  there, 
obeying  the  laws  of  the  Republic, 
or  to  withdraw  with  their  effe6b, 
or  to  fell  the  lands  bclon|;ing  to 
them.  The  faculty  of  retiring  and 
felling  their  moveable  or  immove- 
able efFeAs,  is  reciprocally  referved 
to  the  French  who  may' be  fettled 
to  the  fouth  of  the  faid  frontier  line. 
The  exercile  of  the  faid  faculty  is 
limited  to  one,  and  the  other  to 
two  years,  reckoning  from  the  ex- 
change of  the  ratifications  of  the 
French  treaty. 

X.  There  ihall  be  negotiated  and 
concluded  as  foon  as  poflible  be- 
tween the  two  powers,  a  treaty  of 
commerce  founded  upon  equitable 
^afis,  and  reciprocally  advantage- 
ous. Until  it  is  concluded,  it  is 
agreed, 

1  ft.  That  the  commercial  relations 
fhall  be  re-eftahlilhed  immediately 
after  the  exchange  of  the  ratifica- 
tion,-and  that  the  citizens  or  fub- 
jeds  of  each  of  the  two  powers  (hall 
enjoy  in  the  territories  of  the  other 
all  the  rights,  immunities,  and  pre- 
rogatives enjoyed  by  the  moft  fa- 
voured nations. 

2d.  That  the  provifions  and  mer- 
chandifes,  the  produce  of  their  foil 
or  their  manura^res,  ftiall  be  re- 
fpedively  admitted,  if  the  provi- 
fions and  merchandife  of  the  fame 
kind  of  other  nations  are,  or  ftiall 
afterwards  be  admitted ;  and  that 
the  faid  provifions  and  merchan- 
difes  ftiall  not  be  fubjeft  to  any  pro- 
wbitipn  which  ftiall  not  equally  fall 
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on  other  provifions  and  merchan* 
difes  of  the  fame  kind  imported  bjr 
other  nations. 

3d.  That  neverthelefs  the  French 
Republic  not  being  able  to  offer  to 
Portugal  but  a  price  extremely  low 
for  its  wines,  and  being  unable  to 
compenfate  by  the  introdu^ion  of 
French  cloths  into  that  kingdom, 
things  ftiall  reciprocally  remain, 
with  refpeA  to  thofe  two  articles, 
in  their  prefent  ftate. 

4th.  That  the  duties  of  cuftom 
and  others  upon  provifions  and 
merchandile  of  the  foil  and  manu-» 
fiaftures  of  the  two  powers,  ftiall  be 
reciprocally  regulated  upon  the  f^mc 
footing  as  with  regard  to  other  moft^ 
favoured  nations. 

5  th.  That  out  of  the  duties  thus- 
regulated,  there  ftiall  be  allowed  a 
drawback  in  favour  of  merchandifes' 
the  produce  of  the  foil  or  manufiac- 
tures  of  the  ftatcs  of  each  of  the^ 
two  powers,  provided  they  are  im- 
ported in  national  veflels  on  account 
of  the  merchants  to  whom  they  be- 
long, and  fcnt  in  right  of  the  p>orts 
of  Europe,  on  the  one  hand,  .to  the 
ports  of  Europe  on  the  other.  The 
amount  of  thcfc  drawbacks,  as  well 
as  the  kinds  of  merchandi&s  to 
which  they  ftiall  apply,  to  be  regu- 
lated by  the  treaty  of  commerce  to 
be  concluded  between  ,the  tv/o 
powers. 

6th.  That  further,  all  the  ftipula- 
tions  relative  to  commerce  inierted 
in  preceding  treaties  concluded  be- 
tween the  two  powers  ftiall  be  pro- 
vifionally  executed,  wherein  they 
are  not  contrary  to  the  prefent 
trealv. 

XI.  Her  Moft  Faithful  Majeftv. 
ftiall  admit  into  her  ports  the  French 
fliips  of  war  and  merchantmen,  un- 
der the  fame  conditions  as  the  ftiips 
of  the  moft  favoured  nations  are  ad- 
mitted. 
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mitfcd.  The  Portuguefc  vefTah 
Ihail  enjoy  in  Prancc4he  moftexaA 
rcciprocily. 

XII.  The  French  conAils  and 
▼ice-confuls  ftall  enjoy  privileges, 
immunities,  prerogatives,  and  jurif- 
di^ons,  as  they  enjoyed  them  be- 
fore the  war,  and  as  thev  are  enjoy* 
cd  by  the  moft  favoured  nations. 

XIII.  The  ambailador  or  minif- 
ter  of  the  French  Republic  at  the 
court  of  Portugal,  fliall  enjoy  the 
fame  immunities,  prerogatives,  and 
privileges  as  French  ambaffedors 
enjoyed  previous  to  the  war. 

XiV.  All  the  French  citizens,  si 
tvell  as  the  individuals  compofing 
the  eftablifhment  of  the  ambailador 
or  minifter  of  the  councils,  and 
other  agents  accredited  and  ac- 
knowledged by  the  French  Repub- 
lic, fhall  enjoy  in  the  dates  of  Her 
Moft  Faithiiil  Majefty  the  fame  li- 
berty of  worihip  as  is  enjoyed  by 
the  moft  favoured  nations  in  this 
refpe£^. 

The  prcfent,  and  two  preceding 
articles,  fliall  be  reciprocally  obferv- 
cd  by  the  French  Republic  with  re- 
gard to  the  ambafFadors,  minlfters, 
confuls,  and  other  agents  of  Her 
Mod  Faithful  Majefty. 

XV.  All  the  prifoners  made  on 
both  fides,  including  marines  and 
iailors,  fliall  be  given  up  in  a  month, 
reckoning  from  the  exchange  of  the 
ratification  of  the  prefent  treaty,  on 
payment  of  the  debts  they  fliall  have 
contracted  during  their  captivity. 
The  fick  and  wounded  fliall  conti- 
nue to  be  taken  care  of  in  the  re- 
fpeftive  hofpitals :  they  fliall  be 
given  up  immediately  after  they 
are  cured. 


XVI.  The  peace  and  good  fneod- 
ftiip  re-eftabliflied  by  the  prefent 
treaty  between  the  French  Repub- 
lic and  Her  Moft.  Faithful  Majefty, 
are  declared  to  extend  in  common 
to  the  Batavian  Republic. 

XVII.  The  prefent  treaty  fl»ll 
be  ratified)  and  the  ratification  ex- 
changed in  two  months,  reckoning 
from  this  day. 

Done,  performed,  concluded, 
figned,  and  confirmed,  to  wit, 
by  me  Cliarles  Delacroix,  by 
the  feal  for  foreign  affairs,  and 
by  me  the  Chevalier  d'Aran- 
jo,  by  the  feal  of  my  arms,  at 
Paris,  the  23d  Thenmidor, 
fifth  yeJtr  of  the  French  Re- 
public, anfweniig  to  the  10th 
of  Anguft,  old  ftyle. 
(Signed) 

CiiARLEs  Delacroix. 

Ant.D'Aranjo  Dazevrdo. 

The  Executive  DireAory  agrees  to 
fign  this  prefent  treaty  between  Her 
Moft  Faithful  Majefty  the  Queen 
of  Portugal,  negotiated  in  the  name 
of  the  Republic  by  citizen  Charles 
Delacroix,  Minifter  Plenipotentia- 
ry, invefted  with  powers  tolhat  ef- 
fe<5l  by  a  decree  of  the  30lh  laft 
Meilidor,  and  charged  by  his  in- 
ftjru^ions. 

Done  at  the  national  palace  of 
the  Executive  Directory,  the 
24th  Thermidor,  5th  year 
of  the  Republic^  one  and  in- 
divifible.     For  the  fake  of 
expedition, 
(Signed)  Rbvellierb  LepauX| 
Prefident. 
By  the  Executive  Dire£tory, 
Lagards,  Sec.  Gen.* 


*  The  Executive  Dire£lory,  however,  by  a  c!ecrcc  of  the  a 6th  0£^abtr,  declar- 
ed this  treaty  null  and  void.— The  followiog  it  a  copy  of  the  decree  : 
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tcaventtM  amchultd  between  General 
Bumafltrte  and  t/«  Marquis  of  Men* 
frediniy  on  Behalf  of  the  Grand  Duke 
rfTufcatry. 

1ft.  THE  Grand  Duke  fliall,pay 
SOOfOOO  livresy  as  an  indemnity  for 
the  cxpences  of  the  French  garri- 
fon  at  Leghorn. 

2d.  General  Buonaparte  promifes 
to  withdraw  that  garrifon,  confifl- 
ing  of  1600  men,  and  on  whofe  de- 
parture the  Grand  Duke  will-  pay 
1  ^200,000  iivres  more  to  the  French 
Republic. 

Declaratim  <fthe  General  Admlniftration 
of  Lmbardy, 

WHEREAS,  notwithftanding  the 
declaration  of  neutrality  of  the  Hel- 
vetic Republic,  the  inhabitants  of 
|he  bailiwicks  of  Lugano  and  £e- 
^inzona  have  openly  favoured  the 
defertion  of  the  Auiirian  prifoners ; 
whereas  money,  boats,  and  clothes 
are  procured,  and  roads  pointed  out 
to  them  to  join  their  armies ;  where- 
as the  magiftrates  pNermlt  Auftrian 
and  Enelifli  emiflaries  to  reilde  in 
thofe  bailiwicks,  from  whence  they 
endeavour  to  difhirb  the  internal 
tranquillity  of  Lombardy ;  whereas 
the  principal  magiftrate  at  Lus^ano 
has  dared  to  compel  by  force  iome 
Lombards  who  refided'in  that  town 
to  lay  aiide  the  cockade  of  the  firft 


power  in  Europe,  which  is  ih« 
French  Republic  :  in  fine,  whereas 
thefe  infringements  of  the  neutral- 
ity difplay  a  tendency  hoftile  to  th« 
French  Republic,  and  contrary  to 
the^ood  underftanding  which  ought 
td  (ubfift  with  Lomb^y,  the  Ge- 
neral Adminiftration  refolves  as  fol» 
lows : 

m.  All  the  inhabitanls  of  th* 
bailiwicks  of  Belinzona  and  Luga- 
no, who  (hall  appear  Ott*  <he  terri- 
tory of  Lombardy  unprovided  with 
pafiports  of  the  Lombard  conftittit- 
ed  authorities^  fhall  immediately  b« 
arrefted  as  fufpefted  perfons,  con- 
duced beyond  the  mntiers,  and, 
ihould  they  return  aeain,  be  treated 
as  fpies  of  the  holme  powers,  and 
judged  by  martial  law. 

2d.  All  the  Swifs  barges,  on 
board  of  which  Auflrian  defertert 
fhall  be  found,  are  to  be  confifcated, 
and  their  mailers  Judged  by  milita- 
ry law  as  perfons  recruiting  for  the 
enemy. 

3.  As  Ion?  as  the  agents  of  Auf- 
tria,  efpecialTy  one  Andreazzi,  call- 
ing himfelf  an  imperial  commiffion- 
er,  fliall  not  be  bkniihed  from  thof<» 
countries,  the  importation  of  corn 
from  Lombardy  HiaU  be  prohibited. 

Ratijbonj  February  I9thy  1797. 

THE  impending  new  campaign 
has  been  officially  announced  to  the 

diet 


**  Th«  Executive  Dire£bory,  confidcrine  that  the  Qoccn  of  Portugal,  iDftead  o£ 
Ending  a  pure  and  fimple  ratification  of  the  treaty  or  peace  concluded  with  the 
Executive  Directory,  in  the  name  of  the  French  Republic,  on  the  23 d  Thermidor, 
5th  year,  within  the  two  monthi  allowed  by  that  treaty,  has  put  her  principal  ffrong 
places  into  the  hands  of  the  EngUfli  army,  decreet  as  follows : 

"  The  treaty  between  the  French  Republic  and  the  Queen  of  Portngil,coBclud-  / 
•d  on  the  23d  Thermidor,  icth  year,  and  not  ratified  on  the  part  of  her  laid  Majef- 
ty,  is  declared  to  be  of  no  tffeCt. 

**  The  minifter  for  foraen  afiiirs  is  charged  to  notify  to  M.  Aranjo  Dazevtdo, 
Miniller  Plenipotendarj  oTthe  Qy^etix  of  Portugal,  to  quit  the  territory  of  the  Re- 
public without  delay. 

(Siloed)  «<  La  Rbvellisu  Lepavz,  Prefident/' 
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diet  of  the  empire.  The  declara- 
tion made  on  tne  14-th  infbnt,  on 
the  part  of  the  Emperor,  to  the 
three  colleges  of  the  empire,  con- 
tains, amongH  others,  the  following 
pof&ge: 

The  fbtes  mufl  have  acquired  the 
moft  perfect  convidtion  from  many 
events,  efpecially  from  the  hoflile 
fentiments  exprefled  by  the  enemy 

r"  ift  the  integrity  or  the  empire, 
it  b  become  unavoidably  ne- 
ceilary  to  make  greater  efforts,  and 
to  lole  no  time  in  flraining  every 
nerve  to  fupport  his  Imperial  Ma- 
jefty  in  the  generous  patriotic  re- 
folution  of  employing  all  his  forces 
for  the  Welfare  of  the  Germanic 
empire,  and  the  prefervation  of  its 
conilitution,  with  all  poflible  vigour, 
and  with  farther  iacri£ces  of  his  re- 
fources. 

The  Emperor  then  demands  of 
all  thofe  ilates  who  wifli  for  the 
farther  protection  of  the  imperial 
arms,  the  fpeedy  furnilhing  of  their 
quintuple  ccmting^nt  of  troops,  who 
are  to  join  the  army  of  the  empire 
without  delay ;  to  furnifh  alio  the 
contingents  in  money,  and  the  ar- 
rears of  the  Roman  nxuiths,  in  or- 
der that  the  effective  force  may  be 
feafonably  known  before  the  open- 
ing of  the  impending  campaign, 
which  is  to  be  carried  on  with  the 
greateft  energy. 

The  Emperor  concludes  his  de- 
claration by  ftating,— 

His  Majefty  the  Emperor  and 
King,  conCdering  the  immenfe  ef- 
forts of  the  enemy,  and  the  vicilli- 
tudes  of  the  war  which  have  hither- 
to taken  place,  will  find  it  impoili- 
ble  to  avert  the  hoflile  dangers 
which  threaten  the  Germanic  con- 
ilitution, and  the  profperity  of  cer- 
tai(i  diflriifts  of  Germany,  unlefs  his 
co»ftates  will  grant  him  the  moft  ac- 
tive fupport. 


Jrmy  ef  hafyy   to  ik  FeafU  ^  Ctf- 
rittikia. 

General  Quarters  at  Clagoffrrtj 

jipru  m. 

THE  French  amy  does  not 
come  into  yoiv  country  to  conquer 
it,  nor  to  effed  any  change  in  your 
religion,  mannersj  orcuftoms.'  It 
is  the  friend  of  all  nations,  and  par- 
ticularly of  the  brave  people  of 
Germany. 

The  Executive  Diredory  of  the 
French  Republic  have  fpared  no 
pains  to  bring  to  a  termination  the 
calamities  which  defolate  the  Con- 
tinent. Refolved  to  be  foremofl 
in  the  accomplifliment  of  this  pian^ 
they  fent  General  Clarke  to  Vien- 
na, as  a  Plenipotentiary,  to  ccwn- 
mence  negotiations  for'peace;  but 
the  court  of  Vienna  refufed  to 
hearken  to  them  :  it  has  ever  been 
declared  at  Vicente,  through  the 
medium  of  M.  St.  Vincent,  that  it 
did  not  acknowledge  the  French 
Republic.  General  Clarke  de- 
manded a  paflport,  to  go  to  fpeak 
to  the  Emperor  himfelf;  but  the 
miniflers  of  the  court  of  Vienna 
dreaded,  with  reafon,  that  the  mo- 
deration of  the  propofitions  which 
he  M'as  charged  to  make,  would  in- 
fluence the  Emperor  to  conclude  a^ 
peace.  Thefe  miniflers,  corrupted 
by  Englifh  gold,  betrayed  Germany 
and  their  prince,  and  are  as  reluiJl- 
ant  to  negotiation  as  the  perfidious 
iflanders  who  are  the  horror  of  all 
Europe. 

Inhabitants  of  Carinthia !  I 
know  it,  you  deleft,  as  much  as  us, 
both  the  Englifli,  who  are  the  only 
gainers  by  the  exifting  warfare,  and 
yourminifler,  who  is  fold  to  them. 

If  we  have  been  at  war  for  fix 

years,  it  is  contrary  to  the  wilhoi 

of  the  brave  Hungjuians,  of  the- 

**   '  enlightened 
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wJightened  citizens  of  Vienna, 
and  of  the  fimple  but  honeft  citi- 
zens of  Carinthia. 

No  matter!  In fpit^f England, 
and  the  ir.iniders  of  tht»  court  of 
Vienna,  we  are  friends.  The 
French  RcpubKc  aflurcs  to  you  the 
rights  of  conqueft ;  let  them  disap- 
pear before  the  oontraft  bv  which 
we  are  reciprocally  bounJ.  You 
will  not  join  in  a  conteft  which  is 
contrary  to  your  fenti meats.  You 
will  furnilh  the  provifions  which 
we  may  want.  On  my  part,  I  fliall 
proteft  yonr  religion,  your  man- 
ners, and  your  property.  I  fliall 
not  exa6l  from  you  any  contribu- 
tion. Is  not  the  war  of  itfelf  horri  - 
ble  enough?  Have  you  not  already 
fnfFered  too  much,  you  who  are  the 
innocent  vi<ftims  of  others  folly  ? 
The  impofitions  which  you  have 
been  accuflomed  to  pay  to  the  Em- 
peror, will  indemnify  you  for  the 
inevitable  lofles  attending  the  march 
«f  an  array,  and  the  provifions  with 
which  you  will  fumiih  us, 

Prxlamattofi  relative  to  the  Dtfturbances 
in  the  Fexetian  Tefritory. 

THE  conduft  of  the  Republic 
of  Venice,  during  the  commotions 
lA  Europe,  has  always  been,  and 
ftill  remains,  fo  perfectly  neutral 
and  friendly  towards  all  the  bellige- 
rent powers,  that  the  Senate  did 
not  imagine  it  neceflary  to  give  the 
leaft  attention  to  the  evii-difpofed 
who  pretended  to  qucftion  their 
fmcerity;  but,  as  thefe  malignant 
enemies  of  the  Republic  have  dif- 
feminated  thp  vilell  flanders  agamft 
the  fincerity  of  the  peaqeable  difpo- 
lition  of  the 'Republic,  in  a  fabri- 
cated proclamation,  dated  Verona, 
March  22,  in  which  cxpreffions 
injurious  ta  tl^e  French  Republic 
*     VoL.XXXIX, 


are  attributed  to  the  Proveditor^ 
Battagia,  the  Republic  of  VeniCti 
fees  itfclf  under  the  neceffity  of 
declaring  that  proclamation  forged, 
and  of  warning  all  its  faithful  lub- 
jcvfts  not  to  be  deceived  by  fuch 
flanders,  or  induced  to  fuppofe  that 
its  fricndfliip  towards  the  Republic 
of  France  is  in  the  leaft  changed. 
The  Senate  entertains  no  doubt 
that  the  French  nation  will  treat 
fuch  calumnies  with  the  contempt 
they  defcrve,  and  repofe  that  con- 
fidence in  the  Republic  of  Venice 
which  it  has  merited  by  its  irrc* 
proachable  conduct. 

Many^ejlo  of  General  Bmhafiarte  Agaii^ 
VemceJ 

Head  Quarters^  Palmu  Nova^ 
U  Floreal  (Mey  13;. 

WHILST  th«  French  army  was 
engaged  in  the  defiles  of  Styria, 
and  kft  far  belund  tKcm  Italy  and 
the  principal  eftablilhrnents  of  the 
army,  where  only  a  fmall  number 
of  battalions  remained,  this  was  the 
conduft  of  the  government  of  Ve- 
nice :—  1 .  They  profited  of  PaiEon- 
week,  toarm  40,000  pealants,  unit- 
ing them  with  ten  regiments  of 
ScTavonians,  organifed  them  into 
different  corps,  and  fent  them  to 
different  points,  to  intercept  all 
kind  of  communication  between 
the  army  and  the  places  in  the 
rear.— 2.  Extraordinary  commifTa- 
ries,  guns,  ammunition  of  all  kinds, 
and  a  great  quantity  of  cannon, 
were  fent  from  Venice  even  to 
complete  the  organization  of  differ- 
ent corps  of  the  army.— 3.  All  per- 
fons  in  the  Terra  Firma  ^ho  had 
received  us  favourably,  were  ar- 
reted ;  benefits  and  the  confidence 
of  the  government  were  heape3 
upon  all  thofe  who  poflbfled  a* 
Y  fwous 
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furious  hatred  to  the  French  name, 
aod  efpecially  the  fifteen  confpira- 
tors  of  Verona,  whom  the  Prove- 
ditori   Prioli    had   arreftcd    three 
months  ago,    as  having  premedi- 
tated the  maflacre  of  the  French. 
—-4.  In  the  fqiiares,  cofFee-houfes, 
and  other  public  places  of  Venice, 
all  Frenchmen  were  infulted,  treat- 
ed badly,  and  called  by  the  names 
of  Jacobins,   Regicides,    Athcifls. 
The  French  were  to  leave  Venice, 
and  a  (hort  time  afterwards  it  was 
prohibited  to  them  even  to  enter 
it. — 5.  The  people  of  Padua,  Vi- 
cenza,  and  Verona,   were  ordered 
to  take  up  arms,    to   ferond  the 
different  corps  of  the  army,  and 
lo  begin  at  length  thofc  new  Sici^. 
lian  vefpers.     It  belongs,  faid  the 
Venetian  officers,  to  the  lion  of 
St.  Marc  to  verify  the  proverb, — 
that  Italy  is  the  tomb  of  the  French. 
—6.  Tnc    priefts    in    the    pulpit 
preached    tne   crufade;    ana    the 
priefts  in  the  ftate  of  Venice  never 
fpcak  any  thing  but  the  will  of  the 
government.   Pamphlets,  perfidious 
'  proclamations,  anonymous  letters, 
Micre  printed  in  the  different  towns, 
and  bejgan  to  agitate  the  minds  of 
all;  in  a  ftate  whe-e  the  liberty  of 
the  pr^fs  is  not  permitted,  in  a' go- 
vernment as  much  feared  as  it  is 
fccretly   detcftcd,    printers    print, 
and  authors  write,  nothing  but  what 
the  fenate  pleafe. — 7.  AlTfmiled  at 
firft  at  tlie  perfidious  projeft  of  the 

Sovernment.  The  French  blood 
owed  on  all  fides.  On  all  the 
roads,  our  convoys,  our  couriers, 
and  every  thing  refpeding  tht  ar- 
my, were  intercepted.— 8.  At  Pa- 
dua a  chief  of  a  battalion  and  two 
Other  Frenchpien  were  arrcfted. 
At  Caftiglione  de  Mori  our  foldiers 
were  difarmed  and  afMinated.  On 
fjl  the  great  roads  from  Mantua  to 


Legnano,  from  CafBmo  to  Verona, 
we  had  more  than  two  hundred  men 
aflaflinated.— 9.  Two  French  bat- 
talions, wifliing  to  join  the  army, 
met  at  Chiari  with  a  divifion  of  the 
Venetian  army,  which  attempted  to 
oppof6  their  patfage:  an  obftinate 
confliA  took  place,  and  our  bra\'e 
foldiers  cut  a  paf&ge  for  themfclvcs, 
by  putting  thefe  perfidious  enemies 
to  the  rout.— 10.  At  Valeggio  there 
was  another  battle;  at  Dcflengaro 
anothen    The  French  were  every- 
where the  weakeft  in  numbers ;  but 
they  know  well   that  the   number 
of  the  enemy's  battalions  is  never 
counted  when  they  are  compofed 
only  of  alMins.— II.  The  fecond 
feaft  in  Eafter,  at  the  ringing  of  the 
bell,  all  the  French  were  aflaiiinatcd 
in  Verona.     Neither  the  fick  in  the 
hofpitals  were  refpeAed,  nor  thofc 
who,  in  a  ftate  of  convalefcence, 
were  walking  in  the  ftrcets,  and 
were  thrown  into  the  Adige,  where 
they  died,  pierced  with  a  thouland 
wounds  from  ftilcttoes-    More  than 
four  hundred  French  were  af&lfin- 
ated. — 12.  For  a  week  the  Vene- 
tian army  befieged  the  three  caftles 
of   Verona.     The   dinnon  which 
were  placed  on  the  battery  were 
carried  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet. 
The  town  was  fet  on  fire,  and  the 
moveable  column  that  arrived  in 
the  interim,  put  thefe  cowards  to- 
complete   rout,    by   taking    three 
thoufand  of  the  enemy  prifoners, 
among  whom  were  feveral  Vene- 
tian generals. — 13.  The  bo^fe  of 
the  French  conful  to  Zante  was 
burnt  in  Dalmatia. — 14.  A  Vene- 
tian ftiip  of  wan  took  an  Auftrian 
convoy  under  its  protection,  and 
fired  ieyeral  ftiot  at  the  corvette  la 
£ru»r,^\5.  The  Ubnateur  d*Italte^ 
a  veflcl  of  th^  Repliblic,  with  only 
three  or  four  finaU  pieces  of  can- 
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hon,  and  a  crew  of  forty  men,  was 
funk  in  the  very  port  of  Venice, 
knd  by  order  of  the  fenate.     The 
young  and  intrepid  Haugier,  lieute- 
nant and  commander  of  the   faid 
Ihip,   asfoon  as  he  faw  himfelfat-' 
lacked  by  the  fire  of  the  fort  and 
the    admiral's  galley,    being  from 
both  not  more  than  piftol-Aot,  or- 
dered his  crew  to  go  below.     He 
alone  got  upon  the  deck,   in  the 
midfl  of  a  ftorm  of  grape-(hot,  and 
endeavoured,   by  his  fpeeches,   to 
difarm  the  furvof  his  aflaflins;  but 
he  fell  dead,    kis  crew  threw  them- 
fclves  into  the  lea  to  fwim,    and 
Were  purfued  bv  fix  challops,  with 
troops  on  board,  in  the  pay  of  Ve-* 
hice,  who  cut  to  pieces  feveral  that 
fought  for  fafety  in  the  open  fea. 
One  of  the  maflers,  with   feveral 
wounds,  and  bleeding  in  every  part, 
had  the  good  fortune  lo  reach  the 
fhore,  near  the  caflle  of  the  port; 
but  the  commandant  himfclf  cutoff 
his  hand  with  an  a^e. 
^  On  account  of  the  above-mex}* 
tioned  grievances,   and  authorifed 
by  the  22d  title,  article  328,  of  the 
conflitution  of  the  republic,  and  on 
account  of  the  urgency  of  affairs, 
the  General  in  Chief  requires  the 
French  minifler  to  the  republic  of 
Venice  to  leave  the  faid  city  ;  di- 
re<5h  the  different  agents  of  the  re- 
public of  Venice  in  Lombardy,  and 
the  Vcrtelian  Terra  Firma,  to  quit 
it  in  twenty-four  hours;  directs  (he 
different  generals  of  -divifions   to 
treat  as  enemies  the  troops  of  the 
republic  of    Venice,    and  to  pull 
down^  in  the  towns  of  the  Terra 
Firma,  the  Lion  of  St.  Marc.  Every 
One  will  receive,   in  thd  orders  of 
the  day  to-morrow,  a  particular  in- 
ftruflion  refpeftihg  ulterior  opera- 
tions. 

'  BVOKAFARTE. 


Pfoclamafiofi  ^f  General  Buof^/iarte, 

Ihad  Quarters^  Mmte  Belloi 
1 1  th  Meffidar^  bthyear. 

THE  Cifalpine  Republic  was  for 
many  years  under  the  dominion  of 
the  houfe  of  Auflria.     The  French 
Republic  fucceeded  it  by  the  right 
of  conqueft.      It  now  renounces 
this  right,  and  l.he  Cifalpine  Re- 
public   is    free   and   independent. 
Recognized  by  France- and  the  Em- 
peror, it  will  foon  be  equally  ac- 
knowledged by.  the  refl  or  Europe. 
The    Executive  Dire^lory  of  the 
French  Republic,  not  content  with' 
enrrploying  its  influence,  and   the 
vitftories  of  the  republican  armies,. 
to  fecure  the  political  exiltence  or 
the  Cifalpine  Republic,  extends  its 
care  ftill  fiirther;    and  convinced 
that,  if  liberty  be  the  firfl  of  bleff- 
ings,  the  revolution  which  attends 
it  is  the  greaf  eft  of  evils,  it  has  giveii 
to  the  Cifalpine  people  their  pccu- 
liar  conftitution,  refulting  from  the 
wifdom  of  the  moft  enlightened  na- 
tion.    From  .a  military  regime  the 
Cifalpine  people  pafs  to  a  conflitu- 
tional  one.     That  this  tranfition 
fhould  experience  no  fhock,  nor  be 
expofed  to  anarchy,  the  Executive 
Dire<5lory  iias  thought   proper  to 
nominate,  for  the  prelent,  the  mem- 
bers of  the  government  and  the  le  - 
giflative  body ;  fo  that  the  people 
fliould  after  the  lapfe  of  one  year, 
have  the   election    lo  the  vacant 
places,  in  conformity  to  the  confli-, 
tution.  For  a  great  number  of  years 
there  exifted  no  republic  in  Italy. 
The  facred  fire  of  liberty  was  ex- 
tinguifhed,  and  the  fincft  part  of 
Europe   was    under  the    yoke   of 
flrangers.     It  belongs  to  the  Cif^ 
alpine   Republic  to  fliew    to    thd 
world  by  its^'ifdom,  its  energy, 
and  the  organization  of  its  armies, 
Y  S  that 
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that  modern  Italy  is  aot  degenerat- 
ed, andb^ftill  worthy  of  liberty. 

(Signtd)       BooNAPAiLTft. 


OrJhuaue  puhli/he^i  M  Ferwu  m  the 
^thtfJugyft,  1797. 

WHEREAS  citizen  George 
Giufti  continues,  notwithfbuiding 
repeated  admonitions,  to  revile  the 
popular  government  and  eouality ; 
and  inftead  of  ftyling  himfelf  citi- 
xen,  afiiimes  the  title  of  Count; 
iince  he  daily  boafts  to  his  fervants 
that  he  is  of  one  of  the  heft  fiuni- 
fies  in  Rome;  and,  what  is  much 
worfe,  continually  inveighs  againft 
the  popular  government;  the  faid. 
citizen  George  Giulti  is  herelnr 
fcntenced  to  pay  100  fcquins;  which 
money  ihall  be  appropriated  to  err& 
a  colunm  to  liberty  in  the  Green* 
Market.  This  fentence  fiiall  be 
read  to,  citizen  Giufti  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  all  his  fervants  and  do- 
mellic&i  by  thelecretary  of  the  mu* 
nicipality,  to  inftru^  the  whole  fat- 
Qiily  in  the  true  principles  of  liber- 
ty and  equality. 

Approved  by  General  Vcrdier, 
French  Commandant  in  the 
province  of  Vercna. 


Letter  tfGeMersl  Bumajutrte  to  fh  Chief 
,  ^  the  Manktei^  dated  MiJoMy  Vlth 
lliermukr^  (July  SOfhJ 

THE  council  of  the  French  Re- 
public at  Triefte  has  acquainted 
me  with  the  attention  your  Lord- 
Ihip  had  lliewn  in  fending  a  deputa- 
tion to  intimate  to  me  the  deiire  you 
Had  to  fee  in  your  ports  fome  French 
veflcls,  and  to  be  m  any  refpedi  ufe- 
fyl  to  the  brave  French  foWiers  of 
ihe  army  of  Italy.  *'• 
•  The  French  cileem  the  ikiall  but 


gallant  Maniote  people,  who  alone 
of  ancient  Greece  have  prefervcd 
their  liberty.  In  all  the  clrcum- 
fbnces  which  may  occur,  they  ihall 
ever  give  proofs  of  their  protedion, 
and  a  particular  care  toavoiir  their 
veflels  and  their  citizens. 

I  bee  your  Lorddiip  to  receive 
with  kmdnels  the  bearers  of  this, 
who  have  the  firongeft  defire  to  fee 
more  nearly  the  worthy  dcfccnd- 
ants  of  Sparta,  who,  to  be  as  re- 
nowned as  their  anceflors,  wanted 
only  to  appear  on  a  larger  theatre. 

The  firft  time  that  any  of  your 
relations  have  occafion  to  vifit  Ita- 
ly, I  beg  you  to  recommend  them 
to  me.  I  (ball  feel  a  real  pleafure 
in  giving  marks  of  the  efteem  which 
I  entertain  for  you  and  your  com- 
patriots. 

(Signed)  BvoNAPAaTC. 


From  tie  F'ieima  Court  GaxittCf 
JjlrUbtk^  1797. 

THE  prefent  war,  of  which  the 
unavoidable  confeouence  has 
been  the  deifaru<%on  ot  fo  many 
lives,  has  given  th^  greateft  uneafi- 
nefs  to  hb  Imperial  Majefly  ^m 
the  time  of  his  firfl  acceffion'to  the 
throne.  Penetrated  with  a  fenfe  of 
his'duty,  and  compaiTion  for  his  fub- 
je<^s,  and  animated  with  a  wiih  to 
reftore  plenty  and  profperity  f o  all 
his  hereditary  ftates,  his  Majefty  has 
never  ceafed  Jto  devife  fuch  means 
as  midit  put  an  end  to  the  calami- 
ties of  war;  and  it  was  with  the  ut* 
mod  regret  that  he  faw  all  his  en- 
deavours fniitlefs,  and  himfelf  in 
confequence  obliged  to  i^xert  his 
utmoft  force  to  defend  his  (bates 
and  faithfitl  fubje6h  ag^inft  the  at- 
tacks of  the  enemy.  Anxious  to 
fparc  the  blood  of  his  fubjeds,  his 
Imperial 
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Imperial  Majefty  ftill  wifhed  for 
peace,  even  in  the  moment  when  his 
arms  were  moft  fignally  viftorious. 
His  Majefty  has  now  likewife  giv- 
en in  charge  to  the  underiigned, 
the  Prefident  of  Lower  Auftria,  to 
communicate  to  the  public  the  qioft 
pofitive  aiTurance  that  he  is  now 
employed  in  the  moft  earneft  man- 
ner in  haftening  th«  conclufion  of 
a  peace.  But  though  his  Majefty 
will  negle6^  nothing  which  may 
procure  tlie  bleffings  of  a  fpeedy 
peace  to  his  hereditary  ftates,  he 
trufts  wit^i  confidence,  that  ihould 
the  enemy,  dazzled  by  the  change* 
able  fortune  of  war,  contrary  to 
what  we  would  hope,  arrogantly 
rejeift  all  reconciliation,  or  infift  on 
extravagant  conditions,  and  fuch  as 
are  difgraceful  to  the  Auftrian  na- 
tion, every  faithful  fubjed,  mindful 
of  the  duties  to  which  he  has  fworn, 
will  exert  his  utmoft  efforts  to  ob- 
tain pea<*e  by  a  courageous  defence 
of  his  country,  and  wdl  contribute 
all  in  his  power  to  preparations 
which  the  extreme  emergence  may 
render  necei&rv  for  the  fafety  of 
the  capital;  and  that  the  brave  in- 
habitants of  Vienna  will  ihew  no 
Icfs  courage  and  loyalty  than  their 
glorious  anceflors,  who,  under  Fer- 
dinand and  Leopold  I,  on  the  walls 
of  their  city,  fought  and  conquered 
for  religion,  their  Sovereign,  thcjr 
country,  and  their  honour. 

Fkancis  Coukt  SAVaAU, 
prefident  of  Adminiftr^tion 
in  Lower  Auftria. 

f^'iemu^^^riU/iij  1797. 

Declaration  ff  the  Em/teror  at  VtapM^ 
on  the  XSthfJpril^  1797. 

COUNT    Saurau,  Prefident  of 
tlu:  admiuiftratiun  of  I^wer  Auftria^ 


has  publifhed  a  proclamation,  by  or- 
der of  his  Imperial  Majefty,  fignify- 
ing,  that  though  his  Imperial  Majei- 
ty  cannot,  for  obvious  important 
reafons,  undertake  the  defence  of 
his  capital  In  his  own  perfon,  he 
has  taken  all  the  neceflar^  meafures, 
and  caufed  every  provifion  to  bo 
made  under  his  own  infpedion,  for 
its  defence.  His  Imperial  Majefty 
likewife  exprefl^  his  hope  that  the 
enemy  will  at  length  confent  to  ac* 
cept  more  equitable  terms,  and  fee 
in  their  proper  light  thofe  which 
his  Majefty  has  proposed ;  they  are 
fo  ^named,  as  they  only  can  be,  with* 
out  derogating  from  the  dignity  of - 
his  Imperial  Majefty,  and  the  ho** 
nour  of  the  nation  he  has  the  hap- 
pinefs  to  govern.  His  Majefty, 
nowev^r,  confides  in  the  afiiflance- 
and  fupport  of  all  his  iaitKful  fub* 
je<fts;  and  trufts  that,  ftiould  the 
enemy  proceed  to  extremities,  they 
alone,  by  the  Diiine  aififlancei  will 
be  the  victim. 

His  Majefty  likewife  gives  notice, 
that  whatever  damage  may  be  done 
to  the  city  or  fuburbs  by  the  prepa-  ^ 
rations  necef&ry  for  defence,  or' 
the  aflaults  of  tne  enemy,  fhall  be 
repaired,  after  the  reftoration  of 
peaccy  from  l^s  Majefty 's  private 
property. 

Fiifma,Jutie2yi^  1797. 

ON  the  21ft  inftant  QoUAt 
Thurn,  in  Styria,  publiflied  a  decla- 
ration relative  to  the  entrance  q( 
the  Auftrian  troops  pto  Venetiaii 
Iftria.  The  principal  reafons  at- 
figned  are  as  iollows  % 

J  ft.  The  revolutionary  ipirit 
which  has  manifcfled  itfeff  in  the 
inhabitants  of  theVeoetian  terri- 
tory, threatens  the  neighbouring 
countries,  and  compels  the  £mpe-.* 
Y  3  ,      tor 
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ror  to  fccure  hlrafclf  from  the  un- 
happy consequences  which  may  be 
the  refult. 

•  2d.  Theancientrightsof  his  Im- 
perial Majefty,  and  his  anceftors,  (o 
Venetian  Iftria,  which  formerly 
made  part  of  Hungary.  And  ais 
ieveral  of  the  Venetian  provinces 
have  detached  themfelves  from  the 
fovereignty  of  Venice,  bis  Majefty. 
conceived  this  to  be  the  time  t<| 
afTert  his  ancient  rights. 

This,  declaration  has  been  accom- 
panied by  a  general  pardon,  as  well 
for  the  Auftriaii  fubjeAs  who  had 
fled  into  Iftria  to  avoid  taking  up 
arms,  as  for  the  Venetian  fubje6te 
who  liad  left  their  countr}-. 


Punitive  Treaty  rfTettce^  cmchdtd  he- 
tween  the  French  ReAubUc  and  the 
Emperor y  King  rf  Hungary  and  Bq^ 
hernia. 

His  Majefty  the  Emperor  of 
the  Romans,  King  of  Hunga- 
ry and  Bohemia,  and  the  French 
Republic,  being  defirous  to  confo- 
Jidate  the  peace,  the  b^fis  of  which 
has  been  laid  down  by. the  prelimi- 
naries figned  at  the  Cliatcauof  Eck- 
enwald,  n<?arLcobfn,Jn  Sfyria,  on 
the  18th  of  April,  1797,  (29th 
Germinal,  5th  year  of  the  French 
Republic,  one  and  indivfible)  have 
named  for  their  Plenipotentiaries 
the  following  perfons :  his  Majefty 
the  Emperor  and  King,  the  Sieur 
D.  Martius  Maftrilly,  noble  Nea- 
politan Patrician  ;  Marquis  of  Gal- 
lo,  Knight  of  the  royal  Order  of  St. 

ianuarius,  Gent lemanof  the  Cham- 
er  to  his  Majefty  the  King  of  the 
Two  Sicilies,  and  his  Ambaffador 
Extraordinary  at  the  court  of  Vi- 
enna ;  the  Sicur  Louis,  Cobcntzel, 
pount  of  the  holy  Roman  Empire^ 


Grand  Crofs  of  the  royal  Older  of 
St.  Steplien,  Chamberialn  and -ac- 
tual Privy  Counfellor  of  State  to 
hit  faid  Imperial,  Royal,  and  Apof- 
tolic  Majefty,  and  his  Ambaf&dor 
Extraordinaiy  to  his  Imperial  Ma- 
jefty of  all  the  Ruiiias ;  the  Sieur 
Maximilian,  Count  of  Merveldt, 
Knight  of  the  Teutonic  and  Mili- 
tary order  of  Maria  Therefa,  Cham* 
berlain  and  Major-Gcneral  of  Ca- 
valry in  the  armies  of  his  faid  Ma- 
jefty the  Emperor  and  King ;  and 
the  Sieur  Ignatius,  Baron  Degel- 
mann,  Mi nifter*  Plenipotentiary  of 
his  faid  Majefty  to  -the  Helvetic 
Republic ;  and  the  French  Repub- 
lic has  named  Buonaparte,  General 
in  Chief  of  the  French  army  in  Ita- 
ly ;  which  perfons,  after  the  ex- 
change of  their  refpefHve  fjowers, 
have  refoived  upon  the  Fcilowipg 
sticks  :-- 

Art.  I.  There  fliall  be  in  future, 
and  for  ever,  a  folid  and  inviolable 
peace  between  his  Majefty  the  Em- 
peror of  the  Romans,  King  of  Hun- 
gary and  Bohemia,,  his  heirs  and 
lucceflbrs,  and  the  French  Repub- 
lic. The  contra^ing  parties  fhall 
give  the  greateft  attention  \o  the 
maintenance  of  a  perfect  intelli- 
gence between  themfel'^es  and  their 
ftatcs,  without  permitting,  for  the 
future,  any  fort  of  hoftilities  on  ei- 
ther fide,  for  whatever  caufe,  or  un- 
der whatfoever  pretext,  and  flxall 
carefully  avoid  whatever  may  here- 
after afFcvf^  the  union  thus  happilv 
eftabliftied.  No  afliftance  ihall  be 
given,  cither  direAly  or  indiredly, 
to  thofc  who  would  attempt  any 
thing  to  the  prejudice  of  one  or 
other  of  the  contracting  parties. 

XL  Soon  after  the  exchange  of 
the  ratifications  of  the  prefeat  trea- 
ty, the  contrafting  I  parties  fiiall  rc- 
JBOve  aUfequeftreiioiis  impofcd  up- 
on 
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on  the  rffc&s,  rights,  and  revenues 
of  individuals  refiding  in  their  rc- 
fpedive  territories,  and  the  coun- 
tries reunited  to  them,  as  well  as  up- 
on the  public  cftabliflimcnts ;  they 
Ihall  be  bound  to  pay  all  debts  for 
funds  fupplied  to  them  by  the  faid 
individuals  or  public  eftablifhments, 
and  to  repay  all  rents  fettled  for 
their  profit. 

The  prefent  article  is  declared 
•common  to  the  Cifalpine  Republic. 

III.   His  Majefty  the  Emperor, 
King  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia,  re- 


and  in  general  all  the  fi-Jevant  Ve*^ 
netian  eftablifhments  in  Albany* 
which  are  fituated  lower  than  the 
GulphofLodrino. 

VI.  The  French  Republic  con^ 
fents  that  his  Majefty  the  Emperor 
and  King  fliall  poflels,  in  entire  fo- 
vereignty  and  property,  the  coun- 
tries hereafter  mentioned;  Iftria, 
Dalmatia,  the  p-Jevant  Venetian 
Hies  in  the  Adriatic,  the  mouths  of 
Cattaro,  the  city  of  Venice,  the 
channels  and  the  countries  com* 
prifed  between  the  hereditary  ftatcs 
of  his  Majefty   the  Emperor  and 


nounces  for  himfelf  and  his  fuccef- 

lors,  in  favour  of  the  French  Rc;    ^\^]%y  ^^^  Adriatic  Sea,  and  a  line 

public,  all  his  rights  and  titles  to  the 

^i'devant  Belgic  provinces,  known 

by  the  name  of  the  Auftrian  Pt^s 

Bas,     The  French  Republic   fliall 

poflefs  thefe  countries  in  perpetuity,    *— ,  w.^.^*.^  %,,^m«*  <«vr»A^agc^9  tv 

m  entire  fovereignty  and  property,    both  parties,  fliall  be  marked  out  by 

and  with  all  the  territorial  effeds    oflicers  of  engineers,  named  on  both 


which,  ifluing  from  the  Tyrol,  fliall 
follow  the  torrent  in  front  of  Gar- 
dola,  and  traverfe  the  lake  of  Garda, 
as  far  as  Lacife,  whence  a  military 
line,  offering  equal  advantages  to 


which  belong  to  them. 

IV.  All  the  debts  for  which  the 
foil  of  the  faid  countries  fhall  have 
been  mortgaged  before  the  war, 
and  the  contracts  for  which  fhall 
ifubfift  in  the  cuftomary  forms,  fhall 


fides,  before  the  exchange  of  the' ra- 
tification of  the  prefent  treaty.  The 
line  of  limitation  fliall  afterwards  pafs 
the  Adige  at  Langiacomo,  and  fol  • 
low  the  left  bank  of  that  river  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Canal-Blanc,  com- 


be adopted  by  the  French  Repub-    prifmg  that  part  of  Porto-Legnaea 
lie.     The  Plenipotentiaries  of  his    which  is  on  the  left  bank  of  the 


!Majefly  the  Emperor  fhall  give  an 
account  of  them  as  foon  as  poflible, 
and  before  the  exchange  or  the  ra- 
lifications,  in  order  that,  previous 
to  the  exchange,  the.  Plenipotentia- 
ries  of  the  two  powers  may  agree 
upon  the  additional  articles  expla- 
natory of  (he  prefent,  and  may  fign 
them.  .  . 

V.  His  Majefty  the  Emperor  and 
King  confents  that  the  French  Re 


Adige,  with  a  circular  diftricl  of 
three  thoufand  toifes  diameter.  The 
line  fliall  proceed  by  the  left  bank 
of  the  Canal-Blanc,  by  the  lefi  bank 
of  the  Tartaro,  by  the  left  bank  of 
the  canal  called  Polifella,  as  ^r  as 
its  entrance  into  the  Po,  and  by  the 
left  bank  of  the  Great  Po^  as  far  a« 
the  fea. 

VII.  His  Majefty  the  Empcroy 
and  King  renounces  for  ever,  with 


inibSc  fliall  pofTefs,  in  entire  fove-    refpe<ft  to  himfelf  and  his  fucceflbrs, 
rcignty,  the  p-devant  Venetian  Ifles    all  the  rights,  and  titles  arifing  out 


in  the  Levant, called  Corfou,  Zante, 
Cephalonia,  St.  Maure,  Cerigo,  and 
the  other  ifles  depending  upon  them, 
as  well  as  Batrint0|  Larta,  Vonizza, 


oi^  thofe  rights,  which  his  faid  Ma- 
jefty might  aflcrt  over  the  countries 
poffefled  by  him  before  the  war, 
that  now  make  part  of  the  Cifalpine 
T  4  llepubUc, 
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,  Republic,  which  Republic  fliallpof- 
fefs    them    in   entire   fovereignty, 

•with  all  the  territorial  effedh  be- 
longing to  them. 

VIII.  His  Majefty  the  Emperor 
and  King  acknowledges  the  Cifal- 
pine  Republic  as  an  independent 
power.  This  Republic  compre- 
nends  the  ^i-dtvant  Auflrian  iJom- 
bardy,  the  Bergamafquc,  the  Bref- 
fan,  the  Cremafque,  the  city  and 
fortrefs  of  Mantua,  Pefchtera,  that 
part  of  the  {i-ilevant  Venetian  ftates 
which  is  to  the  weft  and  fouth  of 
the  line  pointed  out  in  Article  VI, 
for  the  frontier  of  the  dates  of  his 
Majcfty  the  Emperor  in  Italy  ;  the 
Modenois,  the  principality  of  Maf- 
fa  and  Carara,  and  the  three  lega- 
tions of  Bologna,  Ferrara,  and  Ro- 
magna. 

IX.  In  all  the  countries  ceded, 
acquired,  or  exchanged  by  the  pre- 
fent  treaty,  there  fliall  be  granted 
to  all  the  inhabitants  and  proprie- 
tors of  every  fort  a  remoyal  of  the 
1  equeftrations  laid  upon  their  pro- 
perty, efFefts,  and  revenues,  on  ac- 
count of  the  war  betu^een  his  Im- 
perial and  Royal  Majefty  and  the 
French  Republic,  and  they  fliall  not 
be  difturbedyk  with  rcfpeft  to  it,  in 
their  effcfts  or  perfons.  Thofe  who 
inav  wifli  to  quit,  for  the  future,  the 
fai(i  countries,  fhall  be  obliged  to 
jnake  a  declaration  to  that  cffed: 
three  months  after  the  publication 
of  the  faid  treaty.  ^  They  fliall  then 
have  the  term'of  three  years  to  fell 
their  effects,  moveable  or  immove- 
able, or  to  difpofe  of  them  at  their 
pleafure. 

X.  Debts  for  which  .the  foil  of 
the  countries  ceded,  acquired,  or 
exchanged  by  this  treaty  ihall  be 
mortgaged,  are  the  debts  of  thofe  to 
whom  the  countries  remain. 

XI.  The  navigation  of  f '^ofe  parts 
of  the  rivers  and  canals  which  fcrve 


as  limits  betM'cen  the  territories  of 
his  Majclh-  and  thofe  oi  the  Cifai- 
pinc  Republic  fliall  be  free,  fo  that 
neither  party  can  eftablifli  any  toll, 
or  maintain  any  veflel  armed  for 
war ;  but  this  article  does  not  ex- 
clude the  precautions  neceflary  io 
the  fafety  of  the  fortrefs  of  Porto- 
Lcgnago. 

XII.  All  Tales  and  alienations 
made,  and  aU  engagements  con- 
trailed,  either  by  the  cities  or  by 
the  governnient,  or  by  the  civil  and 
admmiftrative  authorities,  of  the 
^i'dcvant  Venetian  countries,  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  Gennaa 
and  French  armies,  up  to  the  date 
of  the  figning  of  the  prefent  trea- 
ty, fliall  be  confirmed  and  regard- 
ed as  valid. 

XIII.  The  titles  and  archives  of 
the  different  countries  ceded  orex- 
changed  by  the  prefent  treaty,  fliall 
be  delivered  within  three  months, 
from  the  exchange  of  the  ratifica- 
tions/'to  the  powers  which  have 
acquired  the  property  of  them* 
The  plans  and  charts  of  the  for- 
trcfles,  cities,  and  countries,  which 
the  contra<fting  parties  acquire  by 
the  prefent  treaty,  fliall  be  alfo 
faithfully  delivered  to  them.  The 
military  papers  and  regifters  taken 
in  the  prefent  war,  fliall  be  deliver- 
ed to  the  Etat-Majore  of  the  refpcd- 
ive  armies. 

XIV.  The  two  contra£dng  par- 
ties, equally  animated  with  the  de- 
fire  of  removing  whatfoevcr  mi^ht 
injure  the  good  mtelligcnce  happily 
cftabliftied  between  them,  engage 
themfelves,  in  the  moft  folcmn 
manner,  to  contribute  every  thing 
in  their  power  to  maintain  the  in- 
terior tranquillity  of  their  rcfpe^- 
ive  ihitcs. 

XV.  A  treaty  of  commerce  fliall 
be  fpcedily  concluded  upon  an 
cqullable  bafis,  atid  fuch  as  (lutH  af- 
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Aire  to  his  Majefty  and  the  French 
Republic,  advantages  equal  to  thofe 
enjoyed  in  their  refpe^hve  ihites  by 
the  moft  favoured  nation^.  In  the 
mean  time  all  the  communications 
and  commercial  relations  iliall  hd 
re-e(lablifhed  upon  the  footing  on 
which  they  were  before  the  war. 

XVI.  No  inhabitant  of  the  coun- 
tries occupied  by  the  Auftrian  or 
French  armies  can  be  profecuted, 
either  in  his  perfon  or  his  property, 
for  his  opinions,  or  hi$  civil,  miii- 
tar}',  or  commercial  anions,  during 
the  war  between  the  two  powers. 

XVII.  His  Majefty  the  Emperor 
and  King  cannot,  confidently  with, 
the  principles  of  neutrality,  receive 
in  any  of  his  ports,  during  the  pre- 
fent  war,  more  thiin  fix  veflels  of 
war  belonging  to  either  of  the  bel- 
ligerent powers. 

XVIII.  His  Majefty  the  Emperor 
and  King  obliges  himfelf  to  cede  to 
the  Duke  of  Alodena,  as.  an  indem- 
nity for  the  countries  hitherto  be- 
longing to  tliat  prince  and  his  heirs 
in  Italy,  the  Brilgaw,  which  he  fliall 
poflefs  under  the  fame  conditions 
as  thofe  in  virtue  of  which  he  pof- 
fefll-d  the  Modcnois. 

■XIX.  The  landed  and  perfon al 
property  of  their  Royal  Highneflcs 
the  Archduke  Charles  and  the  Arch- 
duchefs  Chriftyia,  not  previoufly 
alienated,  and  which  arc  fituale  in 
the  territory  ceded  to  the  Republic, 
lliall  be  reftored  to  them,  on  the 
condition  that  they  Ihall  be  fold 
within  three  years. 

The  fame  terms  fliall  be  obfcr\'cd 
with  refpecl  to  the  landed  and  per- 
fonal  property  of  his  Royal  High- 
nefs  the  Archduke  Ferdinand,  in 
<he  territory  of  the  Cifalpinc  Re- 
iniblic. 
XX.  A  Congrefs  fliall  be  held  at 

Raftadt,  compofed  folcly  of  the  Ple- 


nipotentiaries of  the  Germanic  Em- 
pire, and  of  the  French  Republic, 
to  conclude  a  pacification  between 
thofe  powers.  This  congrefs  fliall 
be  opened  within  one  month  after 
the  conclufion  of  the  prefent  treaty, 
or  fooner  if  poffible. 

XXI.  All  the  prifoners  of  war 
made  on  cither  fide,  and  the  hof- 
tages  taken  or  given  during  the 
war,  and  which  have  not  yet  been 
reftored,  fliall  be  given  up  within . 
fortvdays  from  the  fignature  of  the 
prelent  treaty. 

XXII.  The  contributions,  delive- 
ries, furniftiments,  and  feizures  of 
every  hoftile  defcription,  which 
have  taken  place  in  the  refpedive 
ftates  of  the  contradting  powers, 
fliall  ceafe  from  the  day  the  ratifi- 
cations of  the  prefent  treaty  fliall 
be  exchanged. 

XXIII.  HisMajcfty  the  Emperor, 
Ring  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia,  and 
the  French  Republic,  fliall  preferve 
between  them  the  fame  ceremonial, 
as  to  rank  and  other  etiquettes,  as  was^ 
conftantly  obferved  before  the  war. 
His  aforefaid  Majefty  and  the  Cifal- 
pine  Republic,  fliall  obferve  the 
fame  ceremonial  as  prevailed  be- 
tween his  Majefty  aforefaid  and  the 
Republic  of  Venice. 

XXIV.  The  prefent  treaty  of 
peace  is  declared  to  be  in  common 
with,  and  to  be  extended  to  the  Ba- 
tavian  Republic. 

XXV.  The  prefent  treaty  fliall 
be  ratified  by  his  Majefty  the  Em- 
peror and  the  French  Republic, 
within  the  fpacc  of  thirty  davs  from 
the  prefent  day,  or  fooner,  if  poffi- 
ble,  and  the  acts  of  ratification,  in 
due  form,  fliall  be  exchanged  at 
Raftadt. 

Concluded  and  fignedatCampo 

Formia,  near  Udina,  on  the 

17th  of  Odober,  1797,  (tho 

26th 
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26th  Vendemiaire)  in  the 
fixth  year  of  the  French  Re- 
public, one  and  indivlfible. 

(Signed)  Buonaparte, the  Mar' 

2 iris  Di  GjtLi.o,  Louis 
*ompte  C  b  B  E  Nz  E  L, 
the  Compt  De  Mer- 
VELDT,  General  Major; 
and  the  Baron  De  De- 

GELMANN. 

The  Executive  Direftory  decrees 
jind  figns  the  prefcnt  treaty  of  peace 
made  wltl;  his  Majcfty  the  Emperor, 
King  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia,  ne- 

foliated  in  the  name  of  the  French 
Republic  by  the  Citizen  Buonaparte, 
Commander  in  Chief  of  the  army 
of  Italy,  provided  with  powers  by 
the  Executive  Dire^ory,  and  charg- 
ed with  their  infirudions  for  this 
pxurpofe. 


Refcrlht  addrejfed  to  his  Excellency 
M.dc  Fahenbogy  DireRorlal  Minify 
ter  ff  Aupria  at  Ratijhm^  en  the  Part 
rfhis  Majefy  tJte  Emferw'  and  King^ 
dated  Feb.  ly  1797. 

HIS  Majefty  the  Emperor  and 
King,  in  beholding  the  prodi- 
gious efforts  of  an  enemy  who,  ac- 
cording to  his  irreligious  and  artful 
fyf^em,  permits  himfelf  all  pofiible 
ineans  to  enfure  fuccefs,  and  con- 
iEdering  the  hazards  attending  the 
fate  of  arms,  has  always  endeavour- 
ed to  make  the  ftatcs  underfhmd 
how  impoflible  it  would  be  for  him, 
without  the  mod  efficacious  afiif^- 
ance  of  the  whole  empire,  to  rcfift 
alone  the  danger  which  threatens 
the  conftitution  of  the  Germanic 
bodv  with  its  ruin,  and  the  indivi- 
dual members  of  the  empire  with 
the  entire  lofs  of  their  poflcflions. 
The  ejdftence  of  thiis  impending 


danger  had  {^niy  enongh  mani- 
f^^ed  itfelf,  when  one  of  tlib  roofi 
powerful  itotes  of  the  enlpire  aban- 
doned the  common  caufe,  to  con- 
clude with  the  enemy  a  peace  which, 
as  it  is  conjedured,  contains  fecrct 
conventions  that  caitnot  but  be  f2j 
from  favourable  to  the  integrity  of 
the  Germanic  enipire. 

Thefe  apprehenfions  and  alarms 
gained  an  additional  weight'  when 
Icveral  Proteftant  princes  and  flates 
of  the  empire,  following  the  afbre- 
faid  example,  and,  in  the  midfl  of 
a  war  deliberated  by  one  common 
accord,  did  not  hefitate  to  ccafe  co- 
operating in  the  defence  of  the  Ger- 
manic empire,   their  country,    by 
acknowledging  and  admitting   the 
line  of  dejnarcation  and  neutrality. 
The  danger  becoming  greater  every 
day,  his  Majefty  feveral  times  ap- 
prifed  the  ftates  oi  the  empire  of  it, 
and  above  all  the  ecclefiaitical  ftates : 
he  ftrove  to  perfuade  them,   that 
their  fisu-ther  exiftence  was  threaten- 
ed ;  that  there  were  forging  fecret- 
ly  plans  of  fecuiarization;  and  that, 
according  to  appearances,  it  was  in- 
tended not  to  affign  any  fort  of  in- 
demnity to  the  ecclefiaftical  ftates, 
and  to  force  the  Gemumic  empire, 
divided  and  incapable  of  defending 
itfelf,  to  accept  this  facrifice  as  the 
principal  bafis  of  the  conditions  of 
peace,  with  the  concurrence  of  the 
French  forces,  united  with  the  Pro- 
teftant power  dependent  on  PrufEa. 
Notwithftending  the  accuracy  of 
thefe  reprefentations  on  the  part 
of  his  Majefty,  they  did  not  how- 
ever with  to  own  and  be  convinced 
of  them  till  now ;  and  by  a  miftaken 
ceconomy  they  would  not  recur  to 
the  only  means  of  falvaUon  propof- 
ed  by  his  Majefty,  which  were  to 
oppofe  the  enemy  with  all  the  poffi- 
bie  forces  of  the  ftate.    At  prcfent, 
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tince  the  proje6b  which  the  enemies 
themfelves  have  manifcfted,  have 
tranfpired  by  the  negotiations  of 
peace  entered  upon  at  Paris  and 
rendered  public,   no    pcrfon   will 
doubt  the  apprehenfions  of  his  Ma- 
jefty   having  been*  perfectly  wcll- 
founded,  that  the  fecularization  of 
fhe  different  ecclefiaftical  ftates  of 
the  empire  (HU  continues  to  make 
part  of  the  enemy's  deftrucftive  plan ; 
^nd  that,  in  confeqnence,  the  ad- 
monitions of  his  Majefly,  and  his 
proclamation,    particularly  to   the 
ecclefiaftical  ftates,  to  unite  them- 
felves as  clofely  as  poffible  with  him, 
were  well  worthy  of  their  taking  the 
trouble  to  refleft  upon  them  in  time. 
The    ecclefiaftical  ftates  cannot 
have  failed  fo  obfervc,  after  an  at- 
tentive examination  of  the  nego- 
tiations for  peace  opened  at  Paris, 
that  his  Majefty  would  not  acqui- 
cfce  in  the  plans  prejudicial  to  the 
empire  ;  that  he  has  each  time  con- 
ftantly  rejeifled  them,  and  that  hie 
has  manifefted  that  he  would  not 
accept  of  indemnitiies  at  the  cx- 
pence  of  the  fiaithfiil  and  patriotic 
fbites   of  the  empire ;  that,  on  the 
contrary,  he  was  refolved  rather  to 
hazard  all,  and  to  maRe  his  laft  ef- 
forts, than  be  forced  to  it. 

His  Majefly  expe(5ls  that,  in  the 
foce  of  the  imminent  and  prefling 
danger  which  menaces  the  ecclefi- 
aftical fhtes,  the  eleiftorates,  the 
principalities,  and  the  other  ftates 
of  the  empire,  they  willhave  no- 
thing more  at  heart  than  to  delibe- 
rate among  themfelves  upon  the 
means  of  forming  a  cloie  union 
with  the  auguft  houfe  of  Auftria, 
and  of  giving  luccour  to  his  Majef- 
ty in  every  poflible  manner,  by  uf- 
ing^  all  'the  forces,  all  the  means, 
which  are  in  their  power,  and  to 
ftrengthcn  his  Majefty  in  the  gc|ic- 


fous  refolution  of  defending  with 
vigour,  both  during  the  war  and  at 
the  conclufion  of  peace,  the  right* 
and  the  caufe  of  the  ecclefiaftical 
ftates  and  the  country. 

In  this  confident  expe(flation,  the 
Dire6lorial  Archducal  embafly  of 
Auftria  fhall  pofitively  demand,  that 
the  contingents  of  all  theflatesof  the 
empire  which  expe6b  an^  farther  af- 
fiflance  from  the  imperial  and  royal 
court,  be  fiirniflied  as  fpecdily  as 
poffible,  complete,  according  to  the 
quintuple  proportion^  and  provide 
ed  with  all  tne  military  ftores,  as 
likewife  the  difcharge  of  the  arrears 
ftill  due  in  Roman  months,  Sec.  in 
order  that,  at  the  opening  of  the 
enfuing  campaign,  where  it  will  b6 
required  to  a6l  with  all  poffible  vi^ 
gour,  Ve  may  afcertain  in  due  fea- 
fon  the  effc^ve  amount  of  the 
troops  that  will  be  employed,  as 
well  as  the  othei"  auxiliary  mean^ 
for  the  vigorous  profecution  of  the 
war. 

Im^ial  Rtfcript  to  the  Diet  ^  Ratijhm^ 
ref/u^ing  ihefumifliing  rf  the  Quin-' 
tu/ile  Cottttngents, 

HIS  Majefty,  the  Emperor  and 
King,  has  not  ccafed  to  endea- 
vour to  convince  the  ftates  of  the 
empire  during  the  prefent  war^ 
that  the  vigorous  fupport  of  the  u- 
nited  empire  is  required  to  avert 
the  danger  which  threatens  the 
Germanic  conftitution  with  total 
fubverfion.  This  danger  became 
the  more  manifeft,  fmcc  feveral 
princes  of  the  empire  entered  into 
leparale  negotiations  with  the 
French  republic,  and  by  fo  doing 
exempted  themfelves  from  all  fur- 
ther a(flive  co-operation  for  the  de- 
fence of  Germany.  The  appre- 
henfions which  his  Imperial  Majef^ 
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ty  has  fo  frequently  exprefled^  that, 
to  all  appearances,  (here  would  be 
propofed  plans  for  fecularizing  fe- 
veral  ecclefiaftlcal  dates  of  the  em- 
pire as  fundamental  terms  of  peace, 
nave  been  coniirmed  by  the  nego- 
tiations lately  entered  into  at  Pa- 
ris ;  and  the  ecclcQaflical  dates  of 
the  empire  cannot  but  have  remark- 
ed hb  Majefty*s  total  averfion  to 
confcnt  to  a  plan  fo  deilru6Hve 
lo  the  empire,  and  to  an  indemnity 
at  the  expence  of  his  patriotic  co- 
cflates ;  and  that  his  Imperial  Majefty 
would  rather  venture  every  extreme 
than  fufFer  fuch  conditions  to  be 
forced  upon  him. 

His  Majefty,  therefore,  cxpe£ls, 
on  the  other  hand,  that  as  the  dan- 
ger becomes  hourly  more  imminent, 
the  ftates  of  the  empire  will  moft 
fpccdily  unite,  and  by  exertirie 
tneir  utmoft  efforts,  procure  all  po^ 
fible  aid  and  fupport,  in  order  to 
fecond  his  Imperial  Majefty  in  the 
generous  refolution  of  defending, 
in  the  moft  efticient  manner,  the 
caufe  of  the  cccIeHaftic  ftates  of  the 
empire,  both  in  war  and  at  the  con- 
clufion  of  peace.  To  attain,  how- 
ever, this  falutary  end,  the  fur- 
xiiflung  of  the  quintuple  contingent 
IS  an  obje£b  of  immediate  neceflity. 

iJARON    VoV    ThUCOT.' 

•  riftiMy  Feb.  6,  1797. 

Dirlarattm  tf  the  Prince  Bifie^  of 
IVurtxburgh^  in  AnfhjxrUi  the  Im/te- 
rial  Refmpt, 

HIS  Serene  HighncTs  the  Prince 
Bifhop  of  Wurtzburgh  entered  in- 
to 'tlie  prefcnt  war  on  the  principle 
of  exerting  all  his  powers  to  latisfy 
in  the  moft  fcrupulous  manner  the 
conclufa  of  tlic  empire  refpe£ling 
the  furnilhin^  of  the  contingents 
and  of  rhc  Koman  months.     i\i% 


Serene  Highneis  has  loi^beeit  ccmi^ 
▼inced,  tlut,  had  the  French  go- 
vernment fucceeded,  agreeaUe  to 
the  tenor  and  the  Tiesrs  of  the  trea* 
^  of  Bafil,  to  force  the  Imperial 
court  on  the  banks  of  the  Danube 
Xo  make  peace,  (he  oonfequence 
would  hare  been  the  overthnnr  of 
the  Germanic  conftitution,  which 
muft  have  been  fubfcribed  to  in 
that  cafe;  the  eccleiiaftical  eledive 
ftates  would  alfo  have  fallen,  and 
by  their  fall  that  of  other  ftates 
would  have  been  prepared. 

His  Serene  Highneis  has  never 
fan^lioned  any  unconftitutional 
meafure  with  his  confent;  he  has. 
fupported  at  all  times  the  common 
caufe  with  all  his  power,  and  will 
alfo  ftrive  in  future  to  prove  his 
unchangeable  attachment  to  the 
Houfc  of  Auftria.  No  arrears  for 
Roman  months  are  therefore  due 
from  his  Highnefs.  And  in  order 
to  complete  his  4|uintuple  contin- 
gent, a  confiderable  levy  of  re- 
cruits has  already  been  ordered, 
and  will  take  the  field,  provided 
with  all  neceflaries,  at  the  begin- 
ninj^  of  this  campaign.  His  High- 
nets  has  fupplied  the  Itnperial  ar- 
my with  fruits,  to  the  amount  of 
648,205  florins:  with  wood,  worth 
31,131  florins;  wa^eons,  at  the 
rate  of  20,753 ;  which,  including 
fome  other  articles  of  expenditure,^ 
will  occafton  a  lofs  of  300,000  flo- 
rins for  the  diocefe  of  Wurtzburgh 
alone. 

In  other  refpe^  his  Highnefs 
the  Prince  Bifliop  is  convinced,- 
that  there  a^hially  exifts  in  Germa- 
ny a  powerful  confederation  of  the 
proteftant  princes,  who  have  re- 
folved  beforehand,  to  do  nothing 
more  to  ferve  the  common  caufe; 
but  his  Highnefs  has  no  doubt  that, 
on  the  other  hand^  all  the  Catholic, 
cfpccially 
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cfpecisdly  the  ecdefiaftkal  ele£Hve 
pripcesy,  unanimoufly  agree  in  the 
main  point  of  doing  every  thing 
for  the  common  canfe,  ana  are  al- 
ready tinited  with  the  Imperial 
court ;  his  Highnefs,  at  leaft,  owns 
fuch  a  connexion  for  his  own  part, 
atid  is  prepared  to  fufFer  all  the  vi-l 
ciititudes  which  this  covenant  may 
hereafter  produce,  and  which  can- 
not but  turn  out  to  be  confolatory 
and  remunerating  to  the  fortitude 
and  the  pure  pohcy  of  the  Imperial 
court.  His  Hi^hnefs,  with  the  reft 
of  hisccclefiaftical  co-flates,  is  rea- 
dy to  enter  into  a  more  explicit  and 
confidential  engagement  with  his 
Imperial  Majefty  upon  that  fubje^t, 
which  he  expeos  with  gratitude. 
IVurtzhtrgh^'Feb.  15,  1797. 

}fote  delivered  iy  M.  de  Weckafomeh^ 
Chargi  d*  Affaires  tf  Ruj^a  to  the 
EleHoral  Circle^  and  that  of  the  Ufi- 
per  Rhine, 

ALTHOUGH^  in  the  afbal 
circumflances,  the  Emperor,  my 
auguft  mafier,  thinlu  it  not  necel- 
fvy  to  put  the  refolution  of  the  late 
Empreis,  his  augufl  mother,  into 
execution,— 4iis  Imperial  Majefiy 
will  ncverthelefs  not  remain  lets 
faithful  and  inviolably  attached  to 
the  alliances  and  obligations  enter- 
ed into  in  lefpeft  to  the  prefent 
^^•ar;  and  his  Majefty  is  firmly  re- 
folved  to  fupport  them  in  all  their 
integrity. 

The  coniiderations,  the  interefl, 
and  folicrtude  which  the  Emperor 
will  not  ceafe  to  take  for  the  well- 
toeing  of  the  German  empire,  can. 
but  determine  his  Majefty  to  exhort 
the  Hates  and  members  compofing 
that  body,  to  a£t  in  common  con- 
cert with  his  Majefty  the  Roman 
Emperor,  and  to  fulfil,  towards  their 
2 


fupreme  head,   thbfe  duties  which 
the  conftitution  has  prefcribed,  and 
on  which  the  falvation  and  tran- 
quillity of  the  empire  depends. 
Jan.  11,    1797- 

Letter  tf  Cofivocation  addrejfed  to  thfi 
Plenip$tentiaiy  Envoys  rfthe  AJfociatea 
States  of  Northern  Germarry^  fy  f^on 
Dohm^  the  Fruffian  Minificr. 

THE  underfigned  is  charged,  by 
the  exprels  command  of  the  King 
of  Pruifiai  his  moft  gracious  Sove- 
reign, to  make  the  following  over- 
tures to  all  their  Excellencies  the 
Plenipotentiaries  of  the  AfTociated 
States  of  Northern  Germany,  dele- 

gted  to  aflemble  in  convention  at 
Uderfheim.  The  general  concerns 
of  Germany,  with  regard  to  the 
continuance  of  the  war,  ftill  remain 
in  a  moft  undecided  condition,  and 
the  confolitary  hope  of  a  general 
peace,  fo  devoutly  to  be  wifhed,  re- 
mains as  yet  uncertain  and  remote 
to  the  laft  degree,  iince  the  nego- 
tiations entered  upon  for  that  pur- 
pofe  may,  alas  1  produce  a  farther 
and  more  obftinate  war,  rather 
than  bring  about  its  final  conclufion. 
In  this  perplexing  iituation,  it  cer- 
tainly is  a  happmefs  which  Nor- 
thern Germanjr  cannot  fufiici(^itly 
praife,  to  fee  itfelf  entirely  freed, 
not  only  from  the  miferies  of  this 
ravaging  war,  but  alfo  from  all  the 
inconveniences  connected  with  it^ 
fuch  as  the  requifitions  of  the  belli- 
gerent powers,  the  paffege  and 
marches  of  troops,  and  many  other 
fimilar  burdens.  It  needs  but  a 
flight  comparative  glance  at  the 
moft  piteous  fbte  of  the  countries 
of  Southern  Germany,  formerly 
flourifhing,  and  now  ruined  for  a 
long  time  to  come,  in  order  to  feel,  . 
in  Its  whole  extent,  the  liappinefs 
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of  the  northern  parts,  which  have, 
for  the  two  laft  campaigns,  enjoyed 
the  moft  perfect  tranquillity. 

The  King  is  fully  convinced,  that 
it  can  be  unknown  to  none  of  his 
co-fhites,  who  participate  in  this 
bleffing,  thai  it  is^  the  mere  refult 
of  the  indefatigable  exertions  of 
his  Majefty,  by  which  he  has  laid 
a  iafe  foundation  for  the  neutrality 
of  Northern  Germany,  and  moft 
eflfe6Hvely  proteded  it  by  a  corps 
of  his  own  troops,  and  of  thofe  of 
the  two  allied  courts.  His  Ma- 
jelly  has  further  confolidated  this 
neutrality,  by  the  formal  acceiiion 
of  his  Serene  Highnefs  the  Eleftor 
of  Saxony,  in  virtue  of  a  fupple- 
mentary  article  added  to  the  con- 
vention of  the  5th  of  Auguft,  1796, 
by  which  a  line  of  demarcation,  ex- 
tending from  the  utmoft  coafts  of 
the  North  Sea  to  the  Lower  Rhine, 
and  from  thence  to  Silefia,  encom- 
pafled  the  whole  north  of  Germa- 
ny. The  tin'o  aflbciations  in  this 
vaft  extent  of  territory  muft  re- 
main feparate,  with  relpeft  to  the 
hiaintenance  of  the  troops  drawn 
t)ut  to  cover  their  neutrality,  which 
IS  done  in  Upper  Saxony  by  a  corps 
belonging  to  the  Elc<^or  himfelf ; 
but  with  regard  to  their  conmon 
lieiign,  they  join  hands,  and  by  this 
tBnlargement,efFefted  by  his  Majefty, 
the  neutrality  of^Northem  Germany 
t^ceives  a  new  and  manifefl  im- 
portance. 

The  King  is  likewife  firmly  re- 
folved  to  fecure  farther,  and  until, 
the  conclufion  of  the  war,  the  full 
enjoyment  of  the  neutrality  to  all 
the  aiTociated  dates,  to  prote^  theoi 
and  their  territories  againft  every 
power,  and  to  defend  them  in  par- 
ticular, at  all  tiroes,  and  in  the  moft 
effe6hial  and  powerful  manner,  a- 
gainft  the  incurfions  of  the  troops 
of  the  belligerent  powers^  againft 


each  and  every  demand  of  military 
requifitions,  of  whatever  fort,  and 
the  levying  of  thoie  requi£tions 
which  might  be  attempted  bv  exe« 
cution,  and  againft  all  fimibir  bur- 
dens of  war;  Iikei*-ife  to  fcfeea 
them  by  his  moft  forcible  interpo- 
fition,  during  the  period  of  this 
neutrality,  from  all  the  fubfequent 
demands  of  fuppUes  for  the  war  of 
the  empire. 

The  underfigncd  is  exprcfflyin- 
ftru6led  to  give  once  more  thefe 
definite  and  explicit  afluraoces.     It 
affords  infinite  pleafure  to  his  Ma- 
jefhr  to  have  thus  fecured  the  inva* 
luaole  benefits  of  the  neutrality  to 
all    his  co-ftates,   conne^ed    with 
his  dominions  by  their  topographi- 
cal locality;  in  the  fame  manner  as 
it  has  been  done  to  his  own  territo- 
ries, and  to  have  thus  given  then) 
(6  ftrong  a  proof  of  his  friendly 
fentimcnts.    Befides  the  gratifxing 
confcioufhefs   of    having   hithcrta 
accompliftied  this  happy  end,  his 
Majefty  requires  no  other  proof  of 
gratitude  on  the  part  of  his    co- 
ftates,  than  that  they'fliould   con- 
tinue, as  heretofore,  to  co-operate 
in  the  maintenance  of  the-  troops. 
Tiie  King  flatters  himfeif  the  more 
to  find  the  moft  perfei^t  readinefs  on 
their  part,  fince  the  burden  which 
will  arife  from  this  meafure  to  the 
countries  thus  protected,  docs  not 
bear  the  moft  diftant  comparifo/i 
with  the  manifold  evils,  and  the 
probable   and  entire  rtiin  averted 
from  them,  efpecially  fince  the  twd 
courts  allied  with  his  Majefly,  and 
furrtifliing  troops  in  a  like  manner, 
make  the  major  part  of  the  facrifi- 
ces  required  for  that  end.    This 
latter  circumftance  muft  flrike  all 
the  aflbciated  ftates  with  the  moft 
perfe6t  convi^ftion  that  the  continu- 
ance of  thofe  meafures  will  not  be 
prolonged  a  fingle  moment  bevond 

'  Iht 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


STATE    PAPERS. 


35« 


tlie  period  of  their  indifpenfable 
necemty.     But  (he  underiignediias 
his  Majefly's  direct  commands  to 
declare,  in  the  mod  pofitive  man- 
ner,  that  his  Majefty  deems   the 
continuance. of  thofe  meafures  ab- 
folutely  neceflary  for  the  prefent, 
as  he  will  only  find  himfelf  enabled 
by  the*  corps  of   troops  which  is 
drawn  ont,  i  cohering  the  line  of 
demarcation,    maintaining  farther, 
in  the  moft  efficacious  manner,  the 
neutrality  of  the  countries  fituate 
within  their  precinfts,  to  fulfil  tlie 
promifes  previouUy  givcn,^    Yet  in 
this  he  will  not  commit  himfelf 
refpe<fting    thofe  very  poflible  e- 
vents  which  accompany  the  viciffi- 
tudes  of  the  fortune  of  war.     But 
whereas  the  King  is  under  the  ne- 
ceflityx>f  fetting  boundaries  to  the 
great  facrifices  he  has  already  made; 
and  whereas  the  concurrence  far- 
ther demanded  of  the    protected 
coontries  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  troops  who  defbnd  them,  is  Jo 
extremely  juft  and  equitable,  the 
underfigned  has  alfo  cjqpreis  orders 
herewith  to  declare,  that  in  the  un- 
cxpcdledcafe  of  the  majority  of  the 
^ates  not  difplaying  the  neceflary 
zeal  and  alacrity,  his  Majefty  will 
forthwith- withdraw  his  troops,  re- 
nounce entirely  all  the  obligations 
which  he  has  voluntarily  taken  up- 
on him  from  motives  of  patriotifm ; 
fuporels    totally    the     convention 
made  for    that  purpofe  with   the 
French  Republic,  and  confine  him- 
felf folcly  to  the  defence  of  his  own 
dominions,  abandoning  all  the  reft 
to  their  own  means  and  refources, 
and  making  known  kis  intention  to 
the   belligerent    powers.      Should 
fuch  a  refolution  once  be  taken,  and 
the  corps  be  withdrawn,  no  circum- 
ftance,  of  what  complexion  foever, 
^^  induce  his  Majelty  to  recur  a» 


^n  to  the  adoption  of  fimilar  mea^ 
lures;  and  the  underfigned  is  o* 
bliged  to  announce  before-hand, 
that  his  Majefty  will  ^t  no  rate  inte- 
reft  himfelf  again  in  the  fate  of 
thofe  of  his  co-ftates  who  ihall  not 
now  accept  of  the  friendly  profifer 
of  proteaion,  made  with  fo  much 
friendihip,  and  fo  nutny  perfonal 
facrifices. 

.The  coldnefs  which  has  for  fome 
time  paft  been  manifefted  from  va* 
rious  quarters,  refpe6ting  the  main- 
tenance of  the  troops,  has  induced 
his  Majefty  to  authorife  die  under- 
figned to  make  this  frant  and  ex* 
pEcit  declaration,  and  to  give  the 
well-meant  warning  not  to  fufFer 
themfelves  to  be  xleceived  by  the  • 
hope  of  a  fpeedy  peace,  but  rathec* 
to  rely  upon  the  Sufficiently  public- 

airited  and  patriotic  fentimehts  of 
e  Kin?,  and  his  Majefty's  know- 
ledge  or  the  general  fituation  of 
public  affairs,,  and  to  entertain  the 

.  firm^  confidence  that  his  Majefty 
would  certainly,  and  with  great 
pleafure,  to  his  co-ftates,  fave  the- 
burdens  required  by  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  troops,  if  there  waa^ 
the  leaft  pofiibility  of  fecuring  to 
theiir  territories  the  benefits  of  the 
neutrality,  and  all  the  advantages 
whi^h  haye  hitherto  accrued  from 
it)  without  fuch  a  meafure. 

That,'  however,  the  faviilg  of 
the  burdens  occafioned  by  the  main- 
tenance of  the  troops,  according  ta 
the  general  fituation  of  affiairs,  be- 
ing impoffible,  and  his  Majefty 
deeming  it  abfolutely  necc(£iry  to 
preferve  the  corps  of  obfervation 
till  the  conclufion  of  a  peace,  if  the 
tranquillity  and  neutrality  of  Nor-  - 
them  Germany  are  to  be  maintain- 
ed,  his  Majefty  doubts  not  but  all 

'  his  afibciated  co-ftates  will  ftiew^ 
their  rcadineis  for  that  purpofe,  in ' 
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the  lilaihtenance  of  the  troops, 
difplay  proper  zeal  in  a  meafure  fo 
clofdy  connefted  with  fclf-prefer- 
^utioA,  and  render  practicable  the 
farther  execution  of  the  beneficent 
deligns  of  his  Majcfty. 

With  this  confidence,  thcunder- 
figned,  by  fupreme  command,  has 
the  honour  to  make  known  to  you, 
a:c.  &c. 
•  [Here  follow  two  articles,  Ipeci- 
fying  the  fupplies  to  be  granted, 
for  three  months  longer,  in  flour, 
oats,  hay,  and  draw,  for  the  Pruf- 
fian,  Hanoverian,  and  Bruufwick 
troops,  at  two  different  periods, 
viz.  the  15th  inilant,  and  the  1ft  of 
April.  In  order  to  fccure  the  fub. 
iiftence  of  the  troops  in  future, 
the  ftates  of  Northern  Germany 
are  to  meet  in  convention  at  Hi- 
delfheim  on  the  20th  inftant,  or  to 
fend  Plenipotentiaries  to  regulate 
the  quotas  of  fupplies,  in  necefia< 
ries  or  in  money,  for  as  long  as  the 
war  may  laft.]  ' 

As  tKofe  deliberations  (in  con- 
vention at  Hideltheim)  will  pre- 
clude all  fubjeds  ^t  efientialiy  and 
dire^y  relating  to  the  maintenance 
of  the  troops,  tlie  underfigned  will 
lofe  no  time  to  terminate  them 
with  the  utmoft  fpecd,  and  not  to 
detain  the  Plenipotentiaries  a  mo- 
ment longer  than  fhall  be  neceflary 
from  following  their  Other  affairs. 
The  flattering  confidence  with 
which  the  underfigned  has  hitherto 
been  honoured  in  the  late  negoti- 
ations, makes  him  equally  confident 

'     that  his  zeal  and  activity  will  be 
entirely  depended  upon  in  that  bufi- 

^  nefs.  He  has  only  moft  urgently 
'  to  requeft  that,  for  the  fake  of  dil- 
patch,  the  ftates  may  fiirnifli  their 
Plenipotentiaries  with  full  inftruc- 
tions  for  the  purpofe,  which  has 
been  thus  plainly  notified,  in  order 


not  to  wafte  time  in  fending  fof 
new  ones,  but  that  the  neceffiury  re- 
folutions  may  bfe  taken,  not  only 
for  the  farther  fubfhmtial  regufation 
of  the  maintenance,  but  for  the 
obligatonr  aflfent  to  the  fame  to  the 
end  of  tne  war. 

The  underfigned  has  it  Kkewifc 
in  command  to  requcflv  that  their 
Excellencies  the  Plenipotentiaries 
may  arrange  matters  in  iuch  a  man- 
ner as  not  to  quit  the  convention 
till  the  ftatc  of  affairs  (hall  permit 
its  fufpenfion  or  conchifion,  fincc 
the  gradual  departure  of  many  Ple- 
nipotentiaries has  formerly  occa- 
fioned  a  precipitate  fufpenfion  of 
the  firft  convention,  which  has 
been  highly  prejudicial  to  the  dif- 
patching  of  bufinefs.  His  Majefty 
will  alfo  confider  the  fulfilment  of 
this  with,  and  the  infallible  meeting 
of  the" convention,  according  as  it 
isexpefledto  meet,  as  a  gratifying 
proof  that  his  ferene  co-irates  wifh 
to  do  juftice  to  his  efforts  and  fa- 
crifices. 

And  the  underfigned  alfo  looks 
forward  for  the  defired  anfwer  ref- 
peAing  the  fourth  fending  of  fup- 
plies, before  the  expiration  of  the 
prefent  month ;  and  hoj^es  to  have 
the  honour  and  pleafure  to  fee  again 
their  Excellencies  the  Plenipoten- 
tiaries at  thefecond  opening  of  the 
convention,  on  Februan^  20. 

(Signed)  Dohm. 

Halberf&dt,  Jan.  4-,  1797. 


Ckves^  \iNivofe  (Jan,  V- 

Tke  Admimjhatws  ff  the  Caniws  f 
Cleves  ami  Xanten  to  the  Inhahitanis 
of  the  /aid  Cantons. 

Citizens, 

THE    dire^r-gcneral    of   the 
Conquered  countries  between 
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Meufe  and  the  Rhine,  havLni^ 
entire  adniiniilration  of  thofe* 
ntricsy  could  not  fee  without 
grcateft  furprilc  the  order  of  the 
y^al  C  hamber  of  W  arand  Domaras 
Wefelj  and  of  the  regency  of 
imerick,  dated  the  29lh  of  be- 
nber  (O.  S.)»  which  forttds  the' 
ling  ck>wn  of  woood  fold,  under 
'  penalty  af  reitilution  and  re^ 

We  fhould  be  eilentially  wanting 
the  difcliarge  of  our  duties  and 
edlencc,  if  we  fuffcrcd  other 
thorities  to  interfere  in  the  ad- 
niftratrve  affairs  of  our  cantons, 
thout  having  previouflv  received 
formal  order  from  our  Aipcriors. 
You  have  feen  feveral  times  or- 
nances  cnoanating  from  thofc  au- 
orities;  you  have  feen  alfo  that 
c  French . government  has  not,  on 
at  account,  difcontinued  the  di- 
ction of  Pruffian  as  well. as  of 
Iher  countries.  Do  not  doubt 
»at  they  will  ftill  continue  it;  you 
ill,  perhaps,  be  convinced  of  it 
hen  you  Ihall  pay  attention  to  the 
unner  in  which  the  ordinances 
ave  been  communicated.  We  ap- 
^al  to  the  raembers  of  thofe  cham- 
bers, if  a  foreign  authority  were 
o  intimate  orders  to  them,  would 
lot  they  fay,  with  i^afon,  "We 
lave  a  fovereign;  it  is  only  to  him 
hat  we  owe  obedience ;"  and  would 
iM  they  continue  their  fumflions 
•vilhout  paying  any  attention  to 
he  order  ?  We  are  therefore,  de- 
termined, citizens,  to  maintain 
*'ith  firmnefs  all  the  operations 
undertaken,  or  to  be  undertaken, 
"1  the  name  of  the  government 
which  we  reprefent,  and  to  punifh 
cxemplarily  all  thofe  wholliail  fliew 
any  difobcdience  in  any  manner 
whatever.  But  you  have  already 
given  us  fyfli^lent  marks  of  your 
«hedienge  to  make  us  believe  that 
Vo^.XXXlX. 


we  (hall  not  be  forced  to  have  re- 
courie  to  fuch  extremities. 

(Signed)  Wasseinel;     Seida 

Declaration  publrjhcd  by  th  Pruffian . 
.  Gorjtmmint  at  JVefeL 

THE  Royal  Chamber  of  War. 
and  Domains  has  learned,  with" 
furprii'e,  from  feveral  quarters  on 
the  other  fide  of  the  Rhine,  that 
the  French  agents  iniifl  not  only 
upon  the  payment  of  the  firft  in, 
flalment  of  the  contribution  of 
3,000,000,  but  that  a  fixed  number 
of  men  are  alfo  to  be  put  in  .cequi^ 
fition,  to  cut  down  the  wood  def- 
tined  to  be  fold.  And  whereas  an 
edi^ft,  publiflicd  by  the  King's  fii* 
preme  command,  in  'that  part  of 
the  country,  declares  fuch  a  pro- 
ceeding unlawiiil,  and  contrary  to 
the  treaty  of  peace  concliidec}  at 
Bafle;  tiie  Magiftrates'  of  XantenT 
can  by  no  means  be  fieirther  author- 
ifed  to  make  payments  of  a  fimilar 
defcription,  and  to  do  actions  di* 
re«fliy  in  oppofition  to  his  MajeftyV 
Royal  intention.  There  is  no  doubt 
but  the  French  agents,  upon  a  ma» 
turer  invefligation  of  the  matter, 
will  be  of  the  fame  opinion ;  and 
the  magiibates  of  Xanten  need  to 
be  the  lefs  afraid  of  compulfion  by( 
military  execution,  which  would 
render  the  French  agent  refponli- 
ble,  fince  we  are  informed  that  the 
orders  of  the  Diredlory  at  Paris, 
purporting  that  the  Royal  Pruffian 
provinces  fhall  be  exempted  fironi 
all  farther  requilitMns  and  contri- 
butions, are  already  arrived  at  Aix 
la  Chajielie.  i 

•     (Signed)       Seimburger, 
Von  Bernotr, 

WULFING. 

Done  at  Wefel,  in  the  Roval 
Chamber  of  War  and  Do» 
mains,  January  6th,  1797. 
Z  Prwi/wy 
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Prmnfify  RegKUtims  fir  tht  Prufim 
Provinces  fauaie  m  At  1^  Baid  ^ 
iheRkine. 

Art.  I.  ON  the  Ifl  Germiaal, 
6f  the  fifth  year  of  the  Republic 
(March  21,  1797)  all  the  French 
adminiftrations^  under  what  deno- 
mination foever  they  mav  have 
been  organized,  fliall  entirely  ceafe 
their  iunAions.  In  order  to  re* 
place  them,  and  examine  their  ope* 
rations,  there  fliall  be  created  an 
intennediate  commiffibn  oi  fire 
member^  one  of  whom  fliall  be 
perpetual  prefident.  The  conunif- 
ion  fliall  reiide  at  Bonn. 

II.  The  ancient  confHtutions, 
ufa^es,  cuftoms,  laws,  and  contri- 
butions, fliall  be  re-eftabliflied  at 
the  above  mentioned  period,  for 
the  Pniffian  provinces  on  the  left 
bank  of  the  Rhine.  Theu-  magif- 
Iraciesychamben  of  jufiice,  and  fi- 
nances, fliall  refume,  with  full  right, 
their  funftions.  The  clergy  of  all 
orders  fliall  remain  in  the  entire 
pofleffion  of  their  property;  and 
no  wood  fliall,  under  any  pretence,^ 
be  felled,  without  a  fpecial  and  ex- 
planatory order  irom  the  command^ 
V  in  chief  of  the  French  army, 
tailed  of  the  Sambre  and  Meufe ; 
t>e  it  however  obferved  that,  until 
ibrther  orders,  the  authority  of  the 
Republic  i^  the  only  one  that  ought 
to  be  acknowledged  in  the  conquer- 
ed countries. 

III.  The  intermediate  commif- 
fioni- fliall  appoint  a  commiffioner 
with  the  Pruflian  adminiftrations, 
whofe  fiin^ions  fliall  be  to  watch 
over  the  execution  of  the  orders 
^iven,  either  by  the  commander 
m  chief  or  by  the-  commifion,  to 
receive  and  tranfmit  to  the  com- 
miffion  the  requefts,  either  of  the 
Adminjibations  or  private  iadiyidu- 


als;  as likewife  all  the  infiniaiaar 
he  may  happen  to  obtain,  and  to 
g^ve  information  to  the  govcnuncnC 
refpe^ting^  the  condud  adopted  by 
fbmi  of  Its  fminer  agents  in  the 
conquered  countries. 

IV.  Immediately  after  the  inflal^ 
lation  of  the  magiibacies,  which' 
fliall  be  certified  by  an  authentic 
zSt  (jtnces  verbal)  the  chamber  of 
finances  of  the  Pruifian  provinces 
fliall  order  the  agents  of  tM  fisrmer 
adminifirations  to  give  a  detailed 
account  of  thdr  opendons,  which 
it  fliall  examine  and  forward  to  the 
intermediate  commiffion,  with  fuch 
remarks  as  it  fliall  think  proper  to 
add  thereto. 

V.  The  new  magiflrates  fhali 
correfpond  with  the  intermediate 
commiffion  on  fuch  matters  as  re- 
late to  their  adminiflration ;  they 
fliall  addzeis  to  the  commiffion  al^ 
the  juft  requefls  which  they  may^ 
deem  proper  to  form,  and  give  eve- 
ry month  a  minute  account  of  their 
condud. 

VI.  The  produce  of  the  taxes  of 
the  faid  Pruluan  flates,of  which  tba 
mode  of  coUedion  fliall  without  de- 
lay be  fixed«  as  well  as  the  arrears 
due  on  the  forced  loan,  flail  be 
thrown,  without  any  deduction,  in* 
to  the  chefl  of  the  paymafler-gc- 
neral  of  the  army,  who  will  give 
proper  receipts. 

VII.  By  virtue  of  the  execution 
of  the  preceding  article,  no  requi- 
fltion  in  money  or  provifions  (hall 
be  made  in  the  Pruiuan  provinces. 
Should,  however,  the  events  of  the 
war,  or  other  circumflances,  render 
neceflary  a  fupply  of  provifions  or 
cattle;  or  fliould  the  want  of  fpccie 
oblige  the  perfons  paying  contribu- 
tions to  acquit  themfelves  in  arti- 
cles of  daily  confumption,  the  pro- 
vifions flviU  be  received  at  the  prices 
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hepcafter  menfioned,  and  in  defal- 
cation of  the  taxes,  namely,  a  quin- 
tal of  wheat,  nine  livres ;  a  quintal 
of  rye,  bariey,  or  fpelt,  fix  livres; 
a  fack  of  oats,  of  fix  rarifian  bufhels, 
^x  livres;  a  quintal  of  hay,  two 
livres  five  foiis ;  a  quintal  of  ftraw, 
one  li  vre ;  a  pound  or  meat,  four  feus 
^x  denicrs. 

VIII.  The  members  of  the  ma- 
giilerial  corporations,  and  the  bai- 
liffs, who,  for  any  caufe  whatever, 
may  have  transferred  their  refidence 
to,  or  prefcrved  the  fame  on  the 
right  bank  of  the  Rhine,  are  au- 
thorifed  and  invited  to  refume  their 
charges.  In  cafe  of  the  demife  of 
any  member  of  the  chambers,  tri- 
bunals, or  bailiwicks,  the  interme- 
diate commiflion  is  authorifed  to 
appoint  to  the  vacant  places,  per- 
fons  recommended  as  proper  ob- 
je^  by  the  magiftrates,  who  are  to 
be  immediately  reinftalled. 

Thefe  prefents,  corroborated  with 
the  feal  of  command,  and  delivered 
to  the  deputies  of  the  Pruffian  pro- 
vinces, have  been  refolved  at  Co- 
logne, the  22d  Ventofe,  5th  year  of 
the  Republic  (March  12,  1797.) 
The  General  commanding  in 
chief  the  arnty  of  the  Sam- 
bre  and  Meufe,  charged  by 
the  Executive  Direftory  with 
the  general  adminiftration  of 
the  conquered  countries. 
(Signed)     Lazarus  Hoche. 

Promulgated  at  Wefel, 
March  18,  1797. 

EdiR  puhlijhtd  at  Bttlin. 

Frederic  miUam^  by  the  Grace  tf  Cody 
Kmg  cf  Frujfia^  ^c»  ^c. 

HAVING  underftood  that  the 
Aulic  Council  of  Vienna  have 
adopted,  without  ever  confulting 
v^i  different  meafures,  en  the  r«- 


queft  of  one  party,  ahd  wholly  to 
the  advantage  of  the  complainants^ 
by  which  they  have  attacked  us 
and  our  rights,  and  difiuaded  ou^ 
fubjefts  from  performing  thofc  ob- 
ligations which  they  have  contrad- 
ed  on  oath  with  us,  and  have  even 
formally  fummoned  thofe  of  the 
Equeftrian  Order  not  to  regard  us 
as  their  Sovereign,  —  the  meafurcs 
which  they  have  adopted,  by  print- 
ing and  circulating  them,  to'miflead 
our  fubje^,  are, 

1ft.  A  mandate  of  the  Aulic 
Council,  dated  March  17th,  1797, 
on  the  fubje6t  of  the  claims  of  the 
fovcreignty  of  firandenbourgagainf^ 
the  bifliopric  of  Etchftadt.  2d.  A 
cMclufumoi  the  Aulic  Council,  of 
the  23d  March,  concerning  the  pre- 
tentions of  the  fovcreignty  of  Bran« 
denbourg  againft  the  Equeftrian 
Order  in  Franconia.  3d.  Jdem^  of 
the  8  th  of  April,  and  againft  the 
imperial  tgwn  of  V^emeinbourg, 
4th.  Idem^  March  5th,  &c.  againft 
the  Eleftor  of  Cologne,  as  Grand 
Mafter  of  the  Teutonic  Order. 
5th.  Idem^  May  9th,  &c.  againft  the 
imperial  town  of  Nuremberg. 

Confidering  what  the  laws  of  the 
empire  prefcribe,  we  can  by  no 
means  regard,  nor  will  regard,  thefct 
meafures  as  legally  valid  and  obli- 
gatory, but,  on  the  contrary,  we 
muft  confider  them  as  real  encroach- 
ments on  our  rights  of  fovcreignty, 
and  peculiarly  prejudicial:  we,  m 
confequence,  therefore,  folemnly 
and  lerioufly,  by  the  prefent  pa- 
tent, advife  and  forewarn  all  thofe 
of  the  Equeftrian  Order  who  have 
hitherto  belonged  to  the  canton 
of  the  Emieftrian  Order  of  the  em- 
pire, as  alfo  all  other  perfons  whofe 
lovcreigns  belong  to  the  Equeftrian 
Order,  or  are  neighbouring  princes, 
not  to  fwcrve  in  the  Icaft  degree 
22  from 
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from  tJbeir  duties  as  fubj«6b:  we 
aiTure  them  tlrnt  our  iiileniion  has 
never  been  to  interfere  ^^ith  the 
oath  which  they  have  taken  to 
their  refpecHve  fovereigns;  and 
we  promife  to  prote^l  them  with 
all  our  power  againil  ever)'  one. 
At  the  fame  time  we  would  apprife 
all  thofe  who  iliall  attempt  to  dif- 
fuade  any  fubjed  from  his  due  al- 
legiance to  U8,  that  they  wiU  be 
profecutcd  in  the  mofl  rigorous 
manner. 

Frederic  Guillaume. 

FCMKILSTEIN  AlVENSIEBEK. 

Hardenberc  Haugwitz. 
Given  at  Berlin,  June  U,  1797. 

Pi  oclamatim  fiuhli/Iied  at  Kieremhetg  on 
the  \th  July  ^  1797. 

WHAT  has  taken  place  to- 
d^y*  in  the  barracks,  has  induc- 
ed a  great  part  of  the  burghers 
and  iiiiiabitants  of  this  city  to  take 
an  adive  part  in  the  event^  without 
being  invited  by  the  magiflrate ; 

*  The  third  of  July  had  been  fixed  upon  by  the  Prufllans  &•  the  laft  period  far 
the  evacuation  of  the  barracks  occupied  by  the  Nuremberg  troops  upon  the  territo- 
ry ;  to  the  poflcifion  of  which  they  form  prctcnfions.  In  cafe  of  rcfufal,  force  was 
to  be  employed  ;  yet  the  voluntary  evacuation  did  «ot  take  place.  The  garrifbn, 
conliftiog  of  eighty-eight  men,  had  redeived  orders  to  maintain  their  poll,  even  if 
ibe  lad  extremity  were  recurred  to.  On  the  third  of  July,  a  detachment  of  3  lo 
Pruilian  hullars,' grenadiers,  fuzilecrs,  and  chafleurs,  commanded  by  a  Major,  made 
lUeir  appearance.  The  gate  of  the  barracks  was  forced,  the  ganifon  defended  ic- 
ftlf :  an  o£iccr  of  Pruifian  grenadiers  and  four  foldiers  were  wounded,  and  the  at* 
tack  failed.  A  truce  of  fi\e  hours  was  concluded,  and  in  this  interval  fidh  in- 
ft.'uflions  from  the  fenate  were  expelled.  At  nine  o'clock  a  capitulation  was 
agreed  upon,  dating  that  thcgnrrifon  ibould  quit  the  barracks,  drums  beating,  and 
with  al)  the  honours  of  war.  The  capitulation  was,  in  fa6^,  carried  into  execu* 
tion  \  but  as  foon  as  it  was  made  public^  a  violent  fci  meat  broke  out  among  the  ci> 
tiz^ns  alTembled  ;  a  great  number  armed  tbemfelves  with  all  kinds  of  arms,  and  ap« 
peared  determined  to  make  ufe  of  them.  The  prudent  conduct  of  the  Pruifian  ma- 
jor prevented  all  difoider  in  this  critical  moment:  be  retired  at  ten  o'clock  with 
his  detachment.  A  troop  of  armed  populace  afterwards  demanded  pcrmiilion  from 
the  i'cnate  to  drive  away  the  Pruffian  garrifon  which  was  ftationed  under  the  ga:c« 
of  the  two  fuburbs  j  but  this  demand  was  refufed,  and  it  was  only  permitted  to 
the  burghers  to  guard  the  gates  ccnjointly  with  the  Pruflians.  In  the  afternrnja 
the  magiftnites  pubiitked  the  above  proclamation. 

Pruilign 


and  their  condud  upon  this  occa^ 
(ion  has  produced  the  cffe^  that, 
the  plan  formed  by  a  detaclunent 
of  PnilT.an  troops,  to  drive  the  mi< 
iitary  of  the  city  from  their  bar- 
racks, has  completely  failed.  The 
fenate  is  very  far  from  mlfiicder^ 
(landing  the  motives  of  this  adion. 
They  are  convinced  that  too  ani- 
mated a  zeal  for  the  juil  caafe  of 
this  city,  and  too  exalted  a  patriot- 
ifm,  have  been  generally  the  in- 
citement. Although  fuch  motives 
deferve  the  general  gratitude,  yet 
the  fenate  condder  it  as  one  ot  their 
duties,  and  think  ihemfelves  obiig  • 
ed  to  forewarn  thcfe  perfons  of  the 
dangerous  effefts  to  which  they  arc 
expofed  by  taking  part,  without  be- 
ing invited,  in  the  events  which  did 
not  demand  their  intervention. 

The  fenate  believe  the  burghers 
to  be  fufEcJently  enlightened,  to  be 
convinced  thcmfelves  that  Uic  fu- 
preme  head  of  the  empire  will  fup- 
p6rt  with  fuitable  energy  the  juft 
decree  of  the  9th  May  againfl  the 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


S  T  A  T  E    PAPERS.' 


357 


^an  regency,  and  which  the 
late  have  jiiu  rendered  public; 
by  invite  them,  in  confequencc, 
wait  quietly  for  the  ifllie,  and  not 
expofe  fhemfelves  and  their  fa- 
illes io  danger  by  ufelefs  refift- 
ice,  and  a  too  exalted  patriotic 
al. 

The  fenate  having  thus  fatisfied 
le  defire  of  the  burghers,  by  con- 
ling  to  them  for  a  time  the  care  of 
le  gates,  expe<Et  that  they  will  re- 
len^ber  the  promife  they  have  made 
>  abtlain  from  all  excefles  and  pre- 
ipitate  fteps,  and  leave  entirely  to 
he  magiftrate  and  fupreme  tribunal 
tf  the  empire,  the  care  of  tcrmi- 
lating  this  affair. 

^hjiance  of  a  Lttter  aJdreffed  hy  the 
Elector  ^  Saxony  to  his  Majefiy  tite 
King  of  PruJJia^  relative  to  the  late 
Differences Juhjifting  between  that  Mo- 
narch and  lus  Neighbours  in  Franco- 
nia. 

FAR  from  meanine;  to  decide 
upon,  or  to  call  in  queltion  the  va- 
lidity  of  the  pretentions  of  your 
Majefty  to  the  rights  of  fovereign- 
ty,  which,  in  later  times,  have  been 
enjoyed  hy  feveral  of  your  neigh- 
bours in    Franconia,  reputed,    in 
confequence,  to  be  members  of  the 
Equeftrian  Order  of  the  empire,  I 
think  it  jny  duty  to  fuppofe,  from 
the  known  equity  of  your  Majefty, 
that  you  will  not  determine  to  af- 
fume  thefe  rights  without  imparti- 
ally examining  your   pretenfions, 
and  that  ail  the  fteps  which  are 
taken  refpe6iing  the  principaKties 
of  Franconia  have  been  direftcd  by 
juftice,  and  a  defire  to  pave  a  way 
(for  you  and  your  ele^oral  houfc, 
and  for  the  advantage  of  the  fub- 
jeds  of  Franconia,  fufFering  from 
^e  differences  that  have  ariiea  r^- 


fpe^ng  the  fovcreignty)  which 
may  lead  to  a  diftin^  and  amicable 
conciliation  of  all  their  refpe^ive 
rights.  Your  Majefty,  hoM-cvcr,  is 
too  enlightened  not  to  be  convinc- 
ed,  that,  after  all  the  laws  which 
have  been  made,  preteniions  io 
'rights  which  are  not  united  with 
the  pofteffion  muft  be  previoiifly 
referred  to  the  judge,  and  decided, 
in  order  to  be  able  to  come  at  the 
enjoyment  of  them ;  and  that  the 
arbitrary  depofing  of  him  who  is 
anally  in  pofleffion,  cannot  be  ap- 
proved  by  any  one.  In  truth,  it 
cannot  be  doubted,  that  if  your  Ma- 
jefty had  employed  meafures  of  ne- 
gotiation with  the  different  powers, 
it  was  much  to  be  feared  that  the 
bufinefs  would  not  have  been  fpee- 
dily  terminated  and  arranged.  But 
this  confider^tion  was  not  fufficient 
to  fet  you  above  all  the  laws  againft 
arbitrary  power,  which  are  fo  falu- 
tary  in  themfelvcs,  and  fo  inter- 
woven with  the  fpirit  of  the  Ger- 
manic conftitution.  We  can  no 
longer  accufe  the  fupreme  tribunals 
of  the  empire  with  partiality  and 
injuftice:  if  th^y  exercife  their 
functions  agreeably  to  the  laws  by 
which  they  fhouid  be  guided,  and 
if  they  apply  them  to  the  a6Hons 
and  condu6^  of  your  Majefty,  th« 
confequences  which  will  refult  from 
it  will  be  felt.  Your  Majefty  has 
been  revered  with  reafon  by  a  great 
part  of  the  empire,  as  one  of  the 
firft  defenders  of  the  conftitution ; 
and  what  matter  of  affliAion  will  it 
not  be  for  every  ftate  of  the  em- 
pire torn  from  the  country,  if  tliat 
confidence,  which  is  founded  upon 
veneration,  is  weakened  by  the  new 
fteps  taken  in  Franconia !  I  leave 
to  your  Majefty 's  wifdom  to  de- 
cide, whether  thefe  premature  fteps 
will  not  lead  them  to  form  very  cu- 
Z  3  riouj 
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rious  notions  of  the  Germanic  a£b- 
ciation;   whofe  founders   had  for 
Ihcir  principal  objeft  the  fupport 
of  the  Uws  of  the  empire,  and  the 
prefervation   of   its   conilitution? 
Upon  the  feizure  of  the  county  of 
Schaumboure  by  Hf'iifey  your  Ma- 
jefty  teftifiedthat  a  member  of  that 
aiTociation  would  draw  upon  him 
the  reproaches  of  the  whole  body, 
if  he  attempted  to  difpoflefs  a  co« 
eilate  of  the  empire  without  hav- 
ing recourfe  to  a  judicial  procefs.  I 
confefs  that  that  differed  in  fcvcral 
particulars  from  the  prefent  cafe; 
but  they  are  fimilar  in  refpe^  to  the 
arbitrary  [procedure  in  both  cafes. 
It  is  fatisfa^ory  for  me  to  learn,  that 
after  having  concluded  an  arrange- 
ment with  ditfcrent  flates,    your 
M.iiefty  hopes  that  the  fame  thipg 
will  take  place  with  neighbouring 
fiates.     I  conlider  the  fpcedy  ful- 
filment of  this  profpe^as  the  only 
means  of  preventing  thofe  confe- 
quenccs  which  will  follow  from  a 


dence,  and  the  intereft  I  lake  in 
defending  their  rights,   and  in  ob- 
tunine  a  jufi  (atisudion  for  the  in- 
fults  they  have   fuflained   by  the 
£ngliih,  by  a  notable  infradion  o£ 
the  qnoft  lolemn  treaties,   founded 
upon  the  reciprocal  utility  of  both 
fiates,  obliged  me,  contrary  to  my 
pacific  intentions,  to  enter  into  a 
new  war,  when  hardly  difengaged 
from  that  which  I  had  madntained 
againft  the  French  republic,  which 
terminated  in  an  honourable  peace 
that   fecured  the  tranquillity  and 
happinefs  of  my  faithful  fubjeds. 
But  to  confolidate  this  important 
benefit,  and  to  contribute  to  the  re- 
pofe  of  which  Europe  flood  fo  much 
m  need,   I  find  myfelf  under  the 
indifpenfable  nccefiity  of  entering 
into  new  engagements,  which  re- 
quire  an  enormous  expcnce  and 
immenfe  provifion.— -As  it  has  ever 
been  my  principal  objc<^  to  unite 
the  high  dignity  of  my  crown  with 
the  good  of  my  fubje^s,  already  lo 


juridical  information  if  the  differ-    much  opprefled  l^  the  weight  of 
^  _.!. — •/•_  1. ^^  public  revenue  as  fcarcely  to 

admit  of  any  new  impofb,  I  have 
not  availed  myfelf  or  the  power 
with  which  I  am  inveflod,  nor  a- 
dopted  any  of  the  means  pointed 
out  to  me  as  capable  of  producing 
the  defired  effea;  bein^  perfuaded 
that^  on  the  contrary,  it  would  be 
more  convenient  to  adopt  other 
meafures,  which  may  greatly  faci- 
litate the  necefiary  fuccoiirs,  iuch 
as  the  re-efbblifhment  of  the  loan 
upon  the  revenue  of  tobacco,  cre- 
ated by  my  augufl  predecefR»v  ac- 
cording 10  a  royal  decree  of  De- 
cember 17,  1782,  and  conformable 
to  my  edi6t  of  December  IQ,  1794, 
which  will  effe^hially  unite  the  ne- 
ceffities  of  the  ihite'with  the  good 
of  individuals,  of  which  it  is  coro- 
pofed.     The  return  of  the  capital 

having 


ence  cannot  othcrwife  be  accom- 
modated. After  all  thcfe  confide- 
rations,  and  conformably  to  the 
fentiments  of  fricndfhip  and  vene- 
ration which  I  feel  for  your  Majefhr, 
I  in  treat  you  to  employ  ultimately 
the  mofl  proper  means  for  effe^ng 
an  equitable  arrangement  with  the 
Hates  of  Uie  empire,  and  to  remove 
every  thing  which  looks  like  being 
nnconflitutional  in  your  condu^  to 
thefe  fbtes. 


MaJrii^  March  1/. 
Troclematon  tftlte  K'zng  <f  Spain. 

THE  glory  of  my  crown  and  the 
honour  of  my  people,  with 
the  government  or  whom  I  have 
been  entnifiedby  Divine  Provi- 
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hating  the  moft  advantageous  feeu^ 
rity,  will  tend  to  infurc  the  future 
fobfifience  of  families,  without  the 
rifk  to  which  money  might  be  ex- 
pofed  when  at  the  s^itrary  difpofai 
of  inexperienced  *  and  diffipated 
youth — ^I  hare  therefore  refolved 
to  open  the  above  loan  for  the  term 
of  one  year,  reckoning  from  the  ift 
of  January,  1797,  wiQi  the  liberty 
of  continuing  the  fame  as  I  may 
find  it  convenient. 

(Signed) 

I  THE  King. 

AhflraR  rf  a  Trnlamailm  ijjued  iy  the 
Court  ^  Shain^  relative  /»  the  Prohi* 
bitkn  ef  tMglijh  MerekaruUsoe. 

THE  firft  article  prohibits  the 
importation  into  Spam  of  all  Bri- 
tim  goods  and  manufafhires,  and 
likewife  of  all  articles  that  have 
been  conveyed  to  any  port  of 
Great  Britain,  and  fubjed  to  a 
duty,  under  any  pretence  what- 
ever. 

The  fourth  article  enjoins  all 
perfons  who  have  Engliili  goods  in 
their  po/leifion,  to  deliver  an  -ac- 
count of  the  fame  within  fifteen 
days  after  the  date  of  the  proclama- 
tion, and  grants  fix  months  for  the 
fale  of  the  ^ods  fpecified  in  the  in- 
ventory. Thofe  that  neglc<ft  to 
make  a  declaration  within  the  pe- 
riod abovementioned,  are  informed 
by  the  fifth  article  that  the  goods 
will  be  confifcated. 

The  fixth  article  ftates,  thatfuch 
prohibited  goods  as  (hall  not  be  dif- 
pofed  of  in  the  fpace  of  fix  months 
allowed  for  that  purpofe,  fhall  be 
fold/ by  public  auAion  in  lots.  The 
price  of  each  article  cannot  exceed 
the  price  of  the  fame  kind  of  goods 
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before  the  war:    the  vahie  fhalU 
therefore,  be  afcertained  before  thf 

ikle. 

The  merchants  who  may  not 
have  had  an  opportunity  to  difpofe 
of  all  the  Bntifh  merchandife  in 
their  pofleffions,  and  who  may  not 
choofe  to  have  the  refidue  fold  in 
the  manner  ftated  in  the  preceding 
article,  will  be  permitted  to  fend 
them  to  Cadiz,  whence  they  may 
export  them  to  the  Weft  Indies. 

The  Englifh  merchandife  that 
may  be  imported  fubfequent  to  the 
proclamation,  fhall  be  confifcated, 
together  with  the  fhips  or  other  ve- 
hicles bv  which  they  were  convejr- 
ed.  The  carriers  o?  thefe  goods,  if 
it  fhould  be  proved  in  evidence  that 
they  aded  with  intent  to  evade  this 
proclamation,  fhall  be  imprifoned 
for  the  term  of  eight  years. 

The  fourteenth  article  provides, 
that,  three  months  after  tne  publi- 
cation of  the  royal  fchedule,  no 
merchandife  fhall  be  received  in  the 
ports  of  Spain  from  foreign  parts 
without  the  magiftrate's  or  inipec- 
tor's  certificate  refident  at  the  place 
whence  they  have  been  exported. 
The  certificates  muft  fpecify  the 
[uaiity  and  iquantity  pf  the  goods, 

le  materials  of  which  they  were 
fabricated,  and  likewife  that  they 
have  not  been  manufit^red  in,  or 
paid  any  duties  to  England. 

The  twentieth  article  mentions, 
that,  as  many  articles  of  Englifh 
manufa^hire  are  imitated  with  the 
greateft  exadnefs  in  France,  the 
utmofl  care  is  io  be  obferved  by 
the  collectors  of  the  duties,  that 
goods  of  French  manufa£hn'e  may 
not  experience  anv  diminution  in 
the  demand  in  Spam. 

The  twenty-fecond  article  relates 

to  the  regulations  with  refpeCt  to 

Z  4  Bntifh 
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Bridfh'  «lknt;hantinen  who'nny  be 
forced  into  Spanifh  ports,  through 
ftrcfs  of  weather. 

The  twenty-lhird  and  fuccccd- 
ing  article  mentions,  that  the  for- 
mer regniationB  wili  be  obferved 
tvith  rope^  ia  Englifh  property 
taken  and  carried  into  Spain  by 
Spanifh  or  French  prii^teers. 


Im/teria!  ITkafa^  or  EdtH^  iJpteJ  at  Pe- 
icrjhurg^  ref/ie^ing  the  Jmfiortation  (f 
French  and  Dutch  Merchcmdize, 

Vatd  h  hy  th*  Grace  if  God^  Em/rrr^r 
.  Muijole  Governor  rf all  the  Ruffias^  &*«• » 

We  do  moft  gracioufly  ordain, 
l.TpHE  importation  of  all  French 

A  wines,  without  exception, 
alfo  fa)lad-oUs  of  Provenc*,  olives, 
capers,  anchovies,  to  be  freely  pex- 
mitted  in  all  our  harbours  in  neutral 
bottoms. 

2.  French  and  Spanifli  brandy  is 
only  permitted  to  be  imported  by 
neutral  ihipa  m  thofe  harbours 
which  arc  (jiecined  in  the  ukafa  of 
the  nth  ot  December,  1784,  and 
to  which  we  add  the  ports  of  Lie- 
bauand  Windau. 

3.  The  duties  on  wine,  oils,  &c. 
ihall  be  taken  from  the  tariff  of 
September  *J7,  1782,  till  a  new  one 
fhall  appear;  and  the  duty  on 
French  brandy  fliall  be  regulated 


agreeabfv  to  the  ukalk'  of  Novcm*^ 
ber25,  1793. 

4.  The  ukafa  of  the  8th  of  A- 
pril,  1793,  fhall  be  ftriftly  obfenr* 
ed,  as  far  as  it  forbids  the  importa- 
iion  of  various  French  goods,  and 
of  others  which  are  mere  objei^  of 
luxury ;  as  likew^fe  all  communica- 
tion with  the  French  until  a  Lawful 
government  and  order  of  things 
Ihali  have  been  introduced  into  that 
country;  the  certificates  of  Conful 
or  Government,  ordained  by  the 
faid  ukafa,  fhall  alfo  no  longer  be 
demanded  in  the  future  importa- 
tion of  French  goods,  except  for 
fuch  articles  for  which  fome  duties 
are  to  be  remitted. 

Done  at  St.  Peterfburgh,  Janu- 
ary 22,  1797. 

Second  Ukasa. 
PaulL  tffc. 

WE  do  hereby  moft  gracioiif?r 
permit  the  free  i  importation,  in  all 
our  harbours,  of  fuch  Dutch  goods 
as  are  not  prohibited  in  the  tariff  or 
ukafa,  provided  fuch  importation 
takes  place  in  (hips  belonging  to 
neutral  powers.  Thofe  goods  arc 
to  pay  the  duties  prefciibed  by  the 
tariff  of  September  27,  1782,  till 
a  new  tariff  ihall  be  publilhed. 

Done  at  St.  Peterfburgh,  Janu* 
ary22,  1#97. 
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Mr.  Burke^s  Will. 

The  Laft  IV iU  and  Teftament  if  the 
Ri^t  Hon.  Edmund  Bw'ke.  Ejct^aa^ 
edfiom  the  Regiftry  tf  the  Prerogmtive 
Court  of  Canterbury  ^ 

IF  m^  dear  fon  and  friend  had 
furvlved  me,  any  will  would 
have  been  tinncceflary;  but  fince 
it  has  pleafed  God  to  call  him  to 
himfelt  before  his  father,  my  du- 
ty calls  upon  me  to  make  fuch  a 
difpofition  of  my  worldly  affairs  as 
feems  to  my  beft  judgment  moil 
Suitable  and  reafonable :  therefore 
I,  Edmund  Burke,  of  the  parifh  of 
^^'  James,  Weftminfter,  although 
fufFering  under  fore  and  inexpreff- 
ible  afl[li6Hon,  being  of  found  and 
difpofing  mind,  and  not  afFefted  by 
any  bodily  infirmity,  do  make  my 
Laft  Will  and  Teftament  in  man- 
nc!*  following: 

Firft.  '  According  to  the  ancient, 
good,  and  laudable  cuflom,  of  which 
my  heart  and  underflanding  recog- 
nize the  propriety,  I  beoueath  my 
foul  to  God,  hoping  for  his  mercy 
through  the  only  merits  of  our  Lord 
and  Saviour  Jelus  Chrifl.  My  bo- 
<iy  I  dcfire,  if  I  flibuld  die  in  any 
place  very  convenient  for  its  tranf- 
port  thither  (but  not  othen^'ife) 
to  be  buried  in  the  church  at  Bca- 
consfield,  near  to  the  bodies  of  my 
dearefl  brother  and  my  dearefi  fon, 
in  all  humility  praying,  that  as  we 
have  lived  in  peffcft  a»ity  togc* 
2 


ther,  we  may  together  have  a  pari 
in  the  refurreftion  of-  the  jufl.-s-I 
wifh  my  flmcral  to  be  (without  any 
pun6hliaufnefs  in  that  refpe6t)  the 
fame  as  that  of  my  brother,  and  to 
exceed  it  as  little  aspoifible  in  point 
of  charge,  whether  on  account  of 
my  family,  or  of  any  others  who 
would  go  to  a  greater  expence ;  and 
I  defire,  in  the  fame  manner,  and 
with  the  fame  qualifications,  that 
no  monument  beyond  a  middle* 
iized  tablet,  with  a  fmall  and  fim- 
ple  infcription  on  the  church-wall, 
or  on  the  flag-flone,  be  erefted. 
I  fay  this,  becaufe  I  know  the  par- 
tial kindnefs  to  me  of  fome  of  my 
friends ;  but  I  have  had  in  my  life- 
time but  too  much  of  noife  and 
compliment.— As  to  the  reft,  it  it 
uncertain  what  I  fhall  leave  after 
the  difcharge  of  my  debts,  which, 
when  I  write  this,  arc  very  great. 
Be  that  as  it  may,  my  will  con- 
cerning my  worldly  lubftance  » 
fhort.  As  my  entirely  beloved, 
faithful^  and  affe6tionate  wife  did, 
during  the  whole  time  in  which  I 
lived  (moft  happily  with  her)  take 
on  her  the  charge  and  management 
of  my  affairs,  Sfifted  by  her  fon, 
whilft  God  was  pleafed  to  lend  him 
to  us,  and  did  conduft  them  (often 
in  a  flate  of  much  derangement  and 
embarrafTment)  with  a  patience  and 
prudence  which  probably  have  no 
example,  and  thereby  left  my  mind 
£ree  to  profocute  my  public  duty, 
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or  my  ihidies,  or  to  Indulge  in  my 
relaxations,    or    to    cultivate    my 
friends  at  jny  plealure ;  fo  on  my 
death  I  wiih  things  to  continue  as 
fubftantially  as   Oiey^have  always 
been.— I  therefore  bv  this^  piy  laft 
and  only  will,  devife,  leave,  and 
bequeath  to  my  entirely  beloved 
and  incomparable  wife,  jane  Mafy 
Burke,   the  >irhole  real   eftate  of 
jnrhlch  1  ihall  die  (eifed,    whether 
jands,  rents,  or  houfes,  in  abfolute 
fee-fimple;  as  alfo  all  my  perfonal 
jeAate,    whether  Aock,    furniture, 
j>late,  monev,  or  fecurities  for  mo- 
4iey,  annuities  for  lives  or  years,  bp 
the  faid  eittte  of  what  nature,  qua- 
Jity,  or  extent  or  defcripfion  it  may, 
to  her  fole  uncontrouled  pofleffion 
and  difpofal,  as  her  propeity,  in  any 
manner  which  may  Iccm  proper 
io  her  to  poflefsor  to  difpofe  of  the 
fame,  whctlier  it  be  real  or  perfonal 
cftaic,  by  her  Jaft  will,  or  other- 
wife;  it  being  my  intention  tliat 
ihe  may  have  as  clear  and  uncon- 
trouled a  right  and  title  thereto  and 
therein  as  1  poilcfs  myfclf,  as  to  tlie 
ufe,  expenditure,  fale,  or  devifc. 
I  hope  thcfe  words  are  fufHcicnt  to 
.cxpreis  the  abfolute,  unconditioned, 
and  unlimited  right  of  complete 
ownerdup  I  mean  to  give  to  her 
to  the  faid  lands  a;id  goods;  and  I 
,truft  tliat  no  words  ot  furplufagc, 
or  ambiguity,  may  vitiate  this  my 
'clear  intention.    There  are  no  per- 
Yon?  who  have  a  right,  or,  I  believe, 
.a  diA)o(ition  to  complain  of  tliis  be- 
queu  which  I  have  duly  weighed 
and  made,  on  a  proper  conlidepi- 
'tion  of  my  duties,  and  the  xelatioas 
in  which  \  ftand-rr^  alfo  make  my 
'  wlfe^  Jane  JVIary  fiurke  ajforcfaia, 
|my  iolc    executrix,  of  this  my  laA 
g  W1U9  knowing  that  (lie  will  receive 
J  ^vice.aod  affidance  from  her  and 
,  iny  ex^eUept  friends  JDr.  Walker, 


King,  and  Dr.  Laurence,  to  wbofli 
I  recommend  her  and  her  concerns, 
though  that  perhaps  is  needlefs,  as 
they  are  as  much  attached  to  her 
as  they  are  to  me.  I  do  it  only  to 
mark  my  fyecnl.xonfidence  in  their 
aife^on,  fkifl,  and  indnftry.— I 
wilh  that  my  dear  wifs  may,  as  foon 
after  my  deceafe  as  poffible— which, 
after  what  has  happened,  fhe  will 
fee  with  conilancyand  refignation 
—make  her  will,  with  the  advice 
^nd  affifhince  of  the  two  perfons  I 
haved  named  {  but  it  is  my  wilh 
alfo,  that  file  will  not  think  herfelf 
fo  bound  up  by  any  bequefts  ihs 
may  snake  in  the  /aid  wiU^  and 
which,  whild  ihe  lives,  can  be  only 
intentions,  as  not,  d^ing  her  life, 
to  ufe  her  proper^  with  all  the  li- 
berty I  have  given  her  over  it,  juft 
at  if  ilie  had  written  no  will  at  all, 
but  in  every  thipg  to  follow  the  di- 
re<^ons  of  her  own  equitable  and 
charitable  mind,  and  her  own  pru- 
dent and  meafured  underfianding. 

Having  thus  conunitted  every 
thing  to  her  diredhon,  I  recom- 
mend, fubje6t  alu'ays  to  that  dif- 
cretion,  that  if  1  (liould  not,  during 
my  life,  give  or  fecure  to  my  dear 
niece  Mary  C.  Harland,  wife  of 
my  woilhy  friend  Captain  Har- 
land, the  fum  of  a  thoufand  pomids, 
or  an  annuity  equivalent  to  it,  that 
.(he  would  beJftow  vpon  her  that 
fum  of  money,  or  that  annuity, 
conditioned  and  limited  in  fudi 
manner  as  £he,  my  wife  aforeiaid, 
may  think  proper,  b^a  devife  in 
her  will,  or  otherwife  as  ihe  may 
find  moil  convenient  ^o  the  fitua- 
tipn  of  her  affairs,  without  preiTure 
upon  her  during  her  life.  My  wife 
put  me  in  mind  of  this,  which  I 
nowrecoapmend  tp  her.  I  ccrtaia- 
ly,  fome  years  ^gjo,  gave  my  niece 
reafon  to  expert  it,  b^t  I  wa$  not 

able 
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lUe  to  execute  my  iirt^tions.  If 
I  do  this  in  my  life-timei  this  re- 
commemiation  goes  for  nothing. 

As  to  my  other  friends,  relations, 
and  companions  Uiroueh  life,  and 
efpeciaUy  to  the  friends  and  com- 
panions of  my  fon,  who  were  the 
deareft  of  mine,  I  am  not  unmind- 
ful of  what  I  owe  them.    If  I  do 


whom  I  owe  fo  many  obligations, 
I  ought  to  name,  fpecially.  Lord 
Fitzwilliam,  the  Duke  of  Portland, 
and  the  Lords  Cavendiihes,  with  the 
Duke  of  Devonihire,  the  worthy 
head  of  that  family.  If  the  intima- 
cy which  I  have  had  with  others  has 
been  broken  off  by  a  political  dif- 
ference on  fijeat   queftions,  con- 


not  name  them  all  here,  and  mark   cerning  the  irate  of  ^ings  exlfting 
them  with  tokens  of  my  remem*   and  impending,  I  hope  they  wm 

forgive  whatever  of  general  human 
frailty,  or  of  my  own  particular 
infirmity,  has  entered  into  that  con* 
tention ;  I  heartily  entreat  their 
forgivenefs.  I  have  nothing  fur^ 
ther  to  fay. 

Signed  and  fealed,  as  my  laft  will 
and  tefhunent,  this  1 1th  day  of 
Augufl,  1794,  being  written  al| 
vniii  my  own  hand. 

Edmund  Burke,L.  S. 
InprefenceofDu  PeNx, 

Will.  Webster^ 
Walker  King. 


brance,  I  ho|)e  they  will  not  attri- 
bute it  to  unkindneis,  or  to  a  want 
of  a  due  fenfc  of  their  merits  to- 
wards me.   My  old  friend  and  faith- 
ful companion.  Will.  Burke,  knows 
his  place  in  my  heart.    I  do  no( 
mention  him  as  executor  or  afiift- 
ant.    I  know  that  he  will  attend  to 
my  wife;    but  I  chofe  the  two  I 
have  mentioned,  as  firom  their  time 
of  life  of  greater  aftivity.    I  recom- 
mend him  to  them  in  the  political 
world.     I  have  made  man)  con- 
nections, and  fome  of  them  among 
perfons  of  high  rank.   Their  friend- 
fhip  from  poutical  became  perfonal 
to  me,  and  they  have  (hewn  it  in 
a  manner  more  than  to  fatisfy  the 
utmoft  demands  that  could  be  made 
from  ray  love  and  fincere  attach- 
ment   to   them.     They  are    the 
worthieft  people  in  the  kingdom. 
Their  intentions  are  excellent ;  and 
I  wiih  them  every  kind  of*fuccefs. 
I    bequeath    my    brother-in-law, 
John  Nugent,  and  the  friends  in 
my  poor  fon's  lift,  which  is  in  his 
mother's  hands,  to  their  protection. 
As  to  them,  and  to  the  rcfl  of  my 
•companions,    who   conffantly  ho- 
noured and  cheered  our  houfe  as 
bur  inmates,  I  have  put  down  their 
names  in  a  lift,  that  my  wife  ihould 
fend   the    ufual   memorial  of  lit 


On  reading  over  the  above  will, 
I  have  nothing  to  add,  or  efientially 
to  alter;  but  one  point  may  be 
wanted  to  be  perfected  and  explain- 
ed.  In  leaving  my  lands  and  here- 
ditaments to  my  wife,  I  find  that  I 
have  omitted  the  words  which  in 
deeds  create  an  inheritance  in  law. 
Now,  though  I  think  them  hardly 
neceflary  in  a  will,  yet,  to  obviate 
all  doubts,  I  explain  the  matter  in  a 
codicil  which  is  annexed  to  this. 

Edmund  Burke. 

Jan.  22^,  1797. 

I,  Edmund  Burke,  of  the  pariih 
of  Beaconsfield,  in  the  county  of 
Bucks,  being  of  found  and  diipof- 
ing  judgment  and  memory,  make 


tie  mourning  rings,  as  a  token  of   this  my  laft  will  and  teftament,  in 
my  remembrance.  no  fort  for  revoking,  but  explain- 

In  fpeaking  of  my  friends,  to   ipg  ^^  confirming  a  will  made  by 

m^ 
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me,  and  dated  (he  1  Uh  of  Angnft, 
ngi-,  in  which  will  I  have  left,  de- 
vifod,  and  bequeathed  all  my  world* 
!y  property,  of  whatever  nature 
•  and  ouality  the  feme  may  be,  whe- 
ther lands  tenements,  houfes,  free- 
liold  or  leasehold  interefls,  penfions 
for  lives  or  years,  arrears  of  the 
iame,  legacies,  or  other  debts  due 
to  me,  plate,  houfehold  fhiff,  books, 
fiock  in  cattle  and  horfes,  and  uten- 
£is  of  fanning,  and  all  other  my 
goods  and  chattels,  to  my  dear  wife, 
•J.  M!  Burke,  in  as  full  and  perfe6l 
manner  as  the  feme  might  be  devif- 
-cd,  conveyed,  or  transferred  to  her 
by  any  aft  or  inftrument  whatfocver, 
with  fiich  recommendations  as  in 
my  'will  aforefaid  are  made^  and 
with  a  wifli  that,  in  the  difcharge 
of  my  debts,  the  ceurfe  hitherto 
purfucd  may  be  as  nearly  as  poffi- 
ble  obferved ;  fenfiblc,  however, 
that,  in  payment  of  debt,  no  exaft 
rule  can  be  prefcrved.  The  feme 
b  therefore  left  at  her  difcretion, 
with  the  advice  of  our  friends, 
whom  file  will  naturally  confult. 

Tiie  reafon  of  making  this  will, 
or  cociicil  to  my  former  will,  is  from 
jny  having  omitted  in  deviting  by 
that  will  my  lands  and  heredita- 
ments to  my  wife  aforefaid,  the  full 
and  abfolute  property  thereof;  and 
therein  I  have  omitted  the  legal 
words  of  inheritance.  Now  I  think 
thofe  words,  however  neccflary  in 
a  decd^  are  not  fo  in  a  will ;  yet,  to 
prevent  all  queftion,  I  do  hereby 
devife  all  my  lands,  tenements,  and 
hereditaments,  as  well  as  all  .my 
other  propertv  that  mav  be  fubjeA 
to  a  ftrift  rule  of  law  in  deeds,  and 
which  would  pafs,  if  left  undevifetl, 
tonn-  heirs.  '  I  fay,  1  do  deidfe  the 
•fame  lands,  tenements,  and  heredi- 
taments, to  iry  wife  Jane  Mary 
Burke,  and  her  heirs  forever^  in 


mire,  abfointe,  and  vncoaditional 

fee  fimple. 

i  have  now  only  to  recommend 
to  the  kindnets  of  my  Lord  Chan- 
cellor, Lord  Loughborough,  to  his 
Orace  the  Duke  of  Portland,  to  the 
Moft  Honourable,  the  Marqub  of 
Buckingham,  to  the  Right  Henour- 
flblo  William  Wyndham^  and  to 
Dr.  Laurence,  of  the  Cimunons, 
and  Member  of  Parliament,  that 
they  will,  afiM-r  my  death,  continue 
their  proteftion  and  fevour  to  the 
emigrant  fchool  at  Perin  ;  and  will 
entreat,  with  a  weight  on  which  I 
dareaot  prefume,  the  Right  Hon- 
ourable William  Pitt  to  continue 
the  neceflary  allowances  Which  he 
has  fo  generouHv  aird  charitably 
provided  for  thofe  unhappy  child 
ren  of  meritorious  parents;  that 
thcv  will  fuperintend  the  fame, 
which  I  wifli  to  be  under  the  more 
immediate  care  and  diredion  of  Dr. 
King  and  Dr.  Laurence ;  and  that 
they  will  be  pleafed  to  exert  their 
influence  to  place  the  fiud  young 
perfons  in  fome  militarv  corps,  or 
other  fervice,  as  may  heft  f uit  their 
difpofitions  and  capacities ;  pitiying 
Ood  to  blefs  their  endeavottrs. 

Signed  and  fealed,  as  a  codicil  to 
my  will,  or  a  confirmation  and 
explanation  thereof,  agreeably 
to  the  note  which  fofnc  dsiys 
ago  1  put  to  the  end  of  it,  this 
a9th  of  January,  1797. 
Edmund  Burke,  L.  S, 

In  prefence of  Walker  King, 

klCBARD  BOURKK, 

Edward  Nag  lb. 

Proved  at  London,  with  a  codic% 
the  26th  of  July,  1797,  before 
the  Worfliipful  French  Lau- 
rence, Doctor  of  Laws  and  Sur- 
rogate, by  the  oath  of  Jane  Ma- 
ry Burke,  widow,  the  xe&Gt  »nd 
.  fol« 
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io]c  executrix,  to  ^hom  admi- 
niilration  •  was  grafted,  having 
been  firft  fwoni  duly  to  admi- 
nillcr. 

Geo.  Gostling,  >  j^ 
ExJ.  NATH.GoRTrrNO,  \  t>^" 

K.  C.CresswhllJ  ^^' 

July  2\th,  1191, 


Fires  in  CmJianiinQJtU^  andCmdu^  cfth* 
Tvrks  at  them. 

From  DaUarjjay*s  Travels  in  th  Levemt, 


FIRES  are  fo  frequent,  that  few 
months  pafs  without  1  hem,  and 
they  are  generally  fo  furious,  that*   and  unmercifully  load  him  with  the 
whole  diftrii^  are  laid  in  afhes.*     bittereft   revilings, 


fmaU,  and  bori?.c  on  the  Ihouldcrs 
gt  two  men. 

The  perfeft  reiign^tiqn  wtth 
which  a  good  Mufulman  fees  his 
houfe  confumed  by  the  flames,  and 
himfelf  reduced  nota  affluence  to 
povcrly,  has  been  often  and  juftly 
remarked  by  othcre;  he  exclaims 
jlllah  Karim\  that  is,  "  God  is  mer- 
ciful," without  apparent  emotion, 
andhasalFured  himfelf  that  the  fame 
Providence  which  hath  made  him 
poor  and  abjeft,  can  once  more  re« 
uore  him  to  wealth,  if  it  be  his  fate. 
As  to  the  women,  they  hare  not  the 
praife  of  fuch  philoibphv.  They 
a^Femble  in  a  group  near  the  Sultan, 


Houfes  are  fo  foon  re -creeled,  that 
the  former  appearance  of  the  ftreets 
is  rpeedily  reftored,  and  little  alter-, 
ation  is  ever  made  in  their  form. 
Notice  of  a  fire  at  Coriftantinople, 
or  at  Galata,  is  given  by  beating  a 
great  drum  from  two  high  towers  j 
the  night-watch  then  patrole  the 
ftreets,  ftriking  the  pavement  with 
their  (laves   mod  with  iron,  and 


his  own  crimes,  and  the  errors  of 
his  government,  and  charging  him 
with  the  caufe  of  their  prefent  ca* 
lamity.  At  fuch  rencounters  no 
crowned  head  need  envy  Sultan 
Selim  his  dtuation.  As  this  is  the 
only  privileged  time  of  oonveying 
the  voice  of  the  people  to  his  ears, 
and  as  women  in  Turkey  fay  any 
thing  with  impunity,  it  is  prefumed 


crying  out  Yangen  var,  —  "  There .  that  jnaoy  of  the  iffes  are  not  acci- 

is  a  fire,"  naming  the  place.    The    dental. 

Sultan    is   then    fummoned  three      Asa^candipe^bde,  detaching  the 


times,  and  when  the  conflagration  ideaoicaffljaxiferation  of  the  calami- 
has  laded  one  hour,  he  is  forced  tyfiomtheprefantview,  if  a  volca- 
to  attend  in  perfon,  and  to  bring  *  nic  erupdon  h£  exoeptod,  none  can 
mules  with  him  laden  with  piaftres,    exceedagreatfirpatConilantinoplc. 


which  he  diftributes  with  his  own 
hands  to  the  firemen,  who  are 
very  inaftivc  before  his  arrival. 
Thefe  are  armed  againft  accideots 
in  the  lame  manner  as  they  are  in 
London,  and  a»-e  equally  expert  and 
adventurous.  Fires  are  extmguifli- 
ed  by  pulling  down  the  adjoining 
houief,  for  the  engines  are  \£xy 


The  homes  being  conftruAed  with- 
wood,  and  frequently  jcommunicat- 
ing  with  magazines  filled  with  popi- 
buflible  materials,  a  vail  column  of 
flame,  of  the  moil  luminous  glow,' 
rifes  from  the  centre,  which  light- 
ing up  the  mofques,  and  coniiguoiis 
cyprefs-groves,  produces  an  cffe«^t 
of  fuperior  magnificence.     In  other 


*  In  1633  fcventy  thoufand  houfes  were  burnt ;  and  in  17S8  the  coaflagration 
wai  fo  cxtenfive,  as  to  threaten  the  univcrfal  dcftrudion  of  liic  tjiy. 
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cities  where  the  iTUildings  are  of 
ftone,  the  flames  are  feen  partially, 
or  are  overpowered  with  fmoke. 


hmfcs^  end  Method  tf  taking  Opium. 
Trim  the  fame, 

THE  raerchandife  and  trade  of 
Confiantineple  are  carried  on 
principally  in  the  khans^  bazars,  and 
bezeftin,  according  to  the  cuilom  of 
the  eaft,  each  of  which  requires  a 
fummary  defcriptiom 

The  khans*  are  fpacious  ftruc- 
tures  ^ith  quadrangles,  ereded  by 
the  munificence  of  the  fultans,  or 
fome  oi  the  royal  family,  for  the 
public  benefit  They  arc  entirely 
furrounded  by  a  cloifter  and  colo- 
nade,  into  which  numerous  cells 
open,  generally  repeated  for  three 
ftories,  are  built  with  ftone,  and  fire- 
proof. Here  the  merchants  from 
every  part  of  the  empire,  who  tra- 
vel with  caravans,  are  received  with 
accommodations  for  themfelves  and 
their  valuable  traffic. 

In  the  bazars  are  affembled  dea- 
lers oi  eat:h  nation  under  the  Turk- 
ifh  government,  who  have  fmall 
ihops  in  front,  and  a  room  behind, 
for  their  wares.  Thefe  arc  very  ex- 
tenfive  cloiflers  of  ilone,  lofty,  and 
lighted  by  domes;  are  admirably 
adapted  to  the  climate,  and  in  fum- 
mer  are  extremely  cool.  One,  call- 
ed the  Mifr  Chttrt/hiy  or  Egyptian 
market,  is  fet  apart  for  the  mcr- 
chandife  of  Cairo,  chiefly  minerals 
and  drugs,  and  is  a  gre^t  curiofity 
for  the  naturalift. 

Other  quarters  are  occupied  by 
tlie  workihg  jewellers,  where  raw 


jewels  may  be  advAnfageoufly  pur- 
chafed;  and  by  the  bookieversy 
who  have  each  his  aflbrtment  of 
Turkifh,  Arabia,  and  Perfian  MSS. 
of  which  they  do  not  always  know 
the  vahie,  but  demand  a  confident 
ble  price.  The  oriental  fcholar  may 
here  find  MSS.  equally  beautiful 
and  rare,  as  fince  the  civil  commo-» 
tions  in  Periia,  the  mod  elegant 
books,  taken  in  plunder,  have  been 
fent  to  Confbuitinopic  for  £de,  to 
slvoid  detection. 

The  ilaple  articles  of  importation 
from  England  4re  cloth  and  block- 
tin,  as  the  confumption  of  both  is 
very  great.  Englim  watches  pre- 
pared for  the  Levant  market,  are 
more  in  demand  than  thofe  of  other 
Frank  nations,  and  are  one  of  the 
firft  articles  of  luxury  that  a  Turk 
purchafes  or  changes  if  he  has  mo- 
ney to  fpare. 

The  national  chara^ler  is  here 
admirably  difcriminated;  and  to  in* 
vefHgate  it  with  iuccefs,  no  place 
offers  fuch  opportunities  as  thefe 
markets. 

A  ftranger  will  wonder  to  fee  fo 
many  of  their  ihops  left  open  with- 
out a  mafter  or  guard ;  but  pilfering 
is  not  a  Turkifh  vice. 

He  fhould  be  informed  previouf- 
ly,  that  no  article  of  commerce  has 
a  fhited  price;  bargains  muft  be 
made,  and  the  bafeft  impofition  ii 
counted  fair  gain.  The  Turk  b 
fixed  to  his  fhop-board  with  his  l^ 
under  him  for  many  hours,  and  ne- 
ver relaxes  into  civility  witji  his 
Frank  cuflomcf,  but  from  the  hope? 
of  advantage.  One  may  venture  to 
give  him  two  thirds  of  his  demand ; 
but  to  thofe  of  othef  nations  not 
more  than  half.    The  Greek^  mors 


*  The  firft  khan  was  built  by  Ibrahim  Khan,  the  Viiicr  of  Solyroan  I.  who 
gave  them  a  ^euend  aaaiei  fynobimous  with  houk 
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-pliant  and  preTartcatiof  ,  praifes  his 
commodity  beyond  meafure,  and 
has  genenJIy  to  Cdngratulate  him- 
feif  upon  having  outwitted  the  moll: 
cautious  dealer.  The  Anninian, 
heavy  and  placid,  is  roufed  to  ani- 
mation only  by  the  fight  of  money, 
which  he  cannot  withuand.  As  for 
the  Jew,  evenrwhere  a  Jew,  he  is 
more  frequently  employed  as  a  bro- 
ker, a  bufine6  which  that  people 
have  had  addrefs  enough  to  engrofs ; 
and  fome  acquit  themfeives  with 
honefly  and  credit.  Thofe  of  the 
lower  fort  are  walking  au^oneers, 
who  tramp  orer  the  bazars,  carry 
the  goods  with  them,  vociferating 
the  price  laH  offered.  Each  of 
thde  nations,  which  confiitute  the 
vafl  population  of  Confbintinople, 
has  a  different  mode  of  covering  the 
head :  a  circumiiance  foon  learned, 
and  which  renders  the  groupes  of 
figures  fufficiently  amufing,  as  at 
breaks  the  famenefs  of  their  other 
drefs.  The  Armenians,  Jews,  and 
the  mechanical  Greeks,  ufually 
wear  blue,  which  the  Turks  con- 
fider  as  a  difhonourable  colour,  and 
have  their  flippers  of  a  dirty  red  lea- 
ther. 

The  common  trades  are  difpofed 
all  of  one  kind  in  fingle  ftreets. 
Shoe-makers,  farrien,  and  pipe- 
makers,  with  many  others,  occupy 
tach  their  diftina  diflri^T,  and  are 
feldom  found  difperfed  as  in  our 
cities. 

A  room  of  very  confiderable  di- 
menfions,  is  called  the  bezeflin,  or 
public  exchange,  where  are  colleA- 
ed  fecond-hand  goods,  ^hich  are 
hawked  about  by  the  au^ioneers. 
In  another  part  are  the  farraffs,  oi* 
money  changers,  Armenians,  and 
Jews. 

I  regret  my  incompetency  todc- 
fcribe  the.  various  mechanic  arts 

1 


which  are  praAifed  in  the  eafV,  and 
particularly  by  the  Turks,  fo  diffe- 
rent from  our  own ;  and  leave  it  to 
fome  future  vifitant  well  qualified 
to  give  the  hiflory  of  their  manu« 
faSures  and  the  divers  modes  b^ 
which  the  fame  effe6b  is  produce<^' 
and  the  fame  utenils  are  made. 

The  neceflaries  of  life  are  wcli 
managed,  and  the  fhops  of  cooks, 
confectioners,  and  fruiterers  are  ex-* 
cellently  flored,  and  ferved  with 
neatnefsT.  For  the  greater  part  of 
the  year,  fherbets  with  ice  are  cried 
about  the  ffareet^i  at  a  very  cheap 
rate.  The  bakers  exercife  a  lucra- 
tive, but  a  dangerous  trade,  if  they 
are  not  proof  againfl  temptation  to 
fraud.  Their  weights  are  examin** 
ed  at  uncertain  times,  and  a  tom*^ 
mon  punifhment  on  detedion  i* 
nailing  their  ear  to  the  door-pofl* 
Upon  a  complaint  made  to  the  lat^ 
Vizier  Mehmet  Melik,  againfl  a  no- 
torious cheat,  he  ordered  him  to  bd 
infbntly  hanged.  The  mafler  ef« 
caped,  but  the  fervant,  apoor  Greek,. 
perfe6tty  innocent,  was  executed. 
It  was  remarked  to  a  Turk  that  tHfs 
injuflice  was  foreign  to  the  charac- 
ter for  clemencv  which  Melik  bore  ;. 
when  he  farcaffically  replied  "  The 
Vizier  had  not  yet  breakfafled." 

The  coffee-houfes,  which  abound, 
are  fitted  up  in  an  airy  Chinefe  tafte,^ 
and  curioudy  painted.  Within,  they 
are  divided  into  partitions  or  fbgcs 
without  feats,  for  the  Turks  fit  as 
the  taylors  in  England,  The  re- 
fbrt  ot  all  ranks  to  them  is  univer* 
fal  and  confhnt ;  and  fome  during 
the  greater  part  of  the  day  which 
paffes,  confume  thirtv  or  forty  pipes, 
and  as  many  cups  of  coffee,  boiling 
hot,  thick,  and  without  fugar. 

Befides  thefe,  near  the  Ofmanic^ 
are  teriakhana,  where  (afioni)  opi« 
}xp\  is  fpld ',  and  taken  in  gradation- 
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ffom  tto  to  a  hundred  grains  in  a 
day.  Intoxication  with  this  noxi- 
ms  drag  is  certainly  lefs  pnvalent 
than  we  have  been  informed ;  and 
he  who  is  entirely  addi^ed  to  it  is 
confidered  with  as  much  pity  or 
difguft  as  an  inveterate  fot  is  with 
us.  The  preparation  of  opium  is 
aiade  with  feveral  rich  fyrups,  and 
infpiiTatcd  juices,  to  render  it  palat- 
able and  ieis  intoxicating,  and  re* 
fembles  elder  root.  It  is  either  tak- 
en with  a  fpoon  or  hardened  into 
ftnall  lozenges,'  ftamped  with  the 
words  Mff/i  AUah^  literally,  «the 
work  of  God," 

The  Turks  take  opium  as  an  in- 
toxicant, or  occafionally  under  an 
idea  of  its  cnvigorating  quality  when 
unufual  fatigue  is  to  be  endured. 
The  Tartar  couriers,  who  travel 
with  aftonifliiog  expedition,  gene- 
rally fumifti  themfclves  with  M^ 
Jlkih,  A  leading  caufe  of  its  dhf- 
iife  is,  that  the  prejudices  refpefting 
wine  are  dailv  relaxing,  which  ac- 
count for  the  fcarcely  credible 
quantity  and  univerfality  mention- 
ed by  old  writers  being  unaccord- 
aut  with  modern  practice. 


Diftinatve  Drejffis  of  tlte  Turks. 
Ft  cm  the  fame* 

THE  Turks  have  fumptuarylaws 
and  habits  peculiar  to  profeflions. 
By  the  turban  differing  in  flze  and 
flui}>e,  every  man  is  known ;  and 
£0.  numerDus  are  the  diflin6lions, 
that  a  dragoman  long  converfant 
with  Conltantinople,  told  me  he 
knew  not  half  of  them.  The  E- 
niirs,  real  or  pretended  defcendants 
froln  the  prophet,  are  diftinguifhed 
by  the  green  muflin,  the  others 
wear  while  round  a  cap  of  cloth, 
and  the  liead  is  univeriklly  very 


dofeiy  (haven.     In  the   turbaTs 

the  oulemah,  there  is  a  greater  ]?•- 
fafion  of  muflin,  from  ten  to  t«~r 
ty  yards,  which  arc  proportions 
larger,  as  the  wigs  of   profeffic?! 
men  were  formerly.    The  milk' 7. 
as   the   janiiBiries,    boffcanjcs,  =1: 
topjis,   wear  caps  of  tlie  moit  ir- 
couth  Ihape  and  fafhion^   fudi  e 
defy  defcnption.      The   rafyahs  zr. 
known  by  a  head-drefs,    caii^tj'  i 
kalpac,  made  of  lambfkin,  and':z- 
imitablyugly,  but  differing  entiic* 
from  a  turban ;    and  fomerimes  1 
famour,  or  black  fur  cap,   which  i^ 
principally  worn  by  dragonoen  2^ 
phyficians.     In  other  rcTpeAs  CiT' 
are'  dreflcd  as  the  Turks-      Yetio^ 
flippers,  or  boots,  are  indulged  orJ, 
to  thofe  under  ambaf&dorial  prr- 
to^ion,  and  are  an  envied  d:ft:/j<:- 
tion.     When  the  prefent   Sulta:* 
came  to  the  throne,  he   zfiiied  oc 
edi6^    that    no   unlicenfed     rayaii 
fhould  appear  publicly  in    yellow 
flippers.     At   that   time  he    took 
great  pleafure  in  walking  the  ftrecis 
in  difguife ;  when   meeting  an  ill- 
ftarred  Jew  drefled  contraiy  to  /aw, 
he  ordered  his  head  to  be  Infhr.tlT 
ftruck  off.     This  was  his  foil  ado/ 
feverity,   which  created    moft  en- 
favourable  conj enures,  not  altoge- 
ther confirmed  by  his  fubfequeot 
reign. 

The  Turks  of  better  rank,  ^r.i 
the  regular  citizens,  wear  what  if 
called  the  long  drefs,  with  outer 
robes  of  fine  cloth,  fhalloon,  orpef- 
lices,  which  are  in  general  ufe  tc-r 
the  greater  part  of^thc  year,  2nd 
commonly  ot  the  moft  coftl?  tiirs. 
They  are  feldom  fecn  without  a 
tefpx  in  their  hands;  it  is  a  firing 
of  ninety-nine  beads,  correfpond- 
ing  with  the  names  of  the  Dcilj, 
which  they  carry  as  much  for  :- 
mufemeat   is   devotion.      Hamki 
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All,  a  late  vizier,  wore  one  of  pearl, 
fo  perfeft  as  to  be  valued  at  30001. 
fterling. 

Sietchcfthe  IJ/e  of  the  latejdm  mikes. 
From  the  Monthly  Magazine. 

HIS  prefent  Majefty  afcended 
the  throne  of  thefe  realms 
amidfl  the  plaudits  of  his  fubj^cls. 
His  elevation  was  accompanied  by 
a  lerics  of  aufpicious  occurrences ; 
and  every  appearance  augured  a 
fortunate  and  happy  reign.  A 
change  in  the  dynafty  had  taken 
place  in  favour  of  his  family;  and 
the  do£hine  of  popular  election, 
by  a  pra(fiical  and  memorable  ex- 
emplification, was  juflly  preferred 
to  a  pretended  hereditary  right. 
But  George  I.  was  unacquainted 
with  our  uws,  and  even  with  our 
lanai^e,  Thefe  circumftances, 
added  to  his  partiality  for  Hanover, 
and  the  enaoion  of  the  Septennial 
Bill  (the  firft  infringement  on  pub« 
lie  liberty  during  the  reign  of  a 
houfe  expreffly  c5led  in  for  itspro- 
tecHon)  rendered  him  at  times 
unpopular.  The  latter  part  of  the 
reign  of  George  II.  wa*  uncom- 
monlv  brilliant;  but  he  alfo  was 
acculed  of  an  overweening  f«nd- 
nefs  for  his  elefloral  dominions, 
and  confidered,  even  on  the  throne, 
as  a  foreigner. 

.  A  happier  fate  attended  his 
grandfon,  who,  in  his  firft  fpeech, 
gloried  in  being  "  born  a  Briton." 
His  youth,  his  graceful  perfon,  the 
memory  of  a  father  dear  to  the  na- 
tion, and,  above  all,  the  early  pro- 
mife  of  a  government  founded  on 
the  practical  bleiSings  of  liberty,  en- 
deared the  hew  king  to  his  people. 
Indeed,  there  is  not  a  fiirgle  infhince 
in  all  our  hiftor}-,  of  a  prince  who 
attained  the  throne  of  thefe  king* 
Vol.  XXXIX 


doms  with  brighter  pfofpeAs;  it 
was  accordingly  predi<5l:ed,  in  the 
fervour  of  enthufiaim,  that  the  fway 
of  a  Trajan,  or  an  Alfred,  was  to 
be  renewed  in  the  perfon  of  George 
the  Third, 

His  Majefty  found  the  country 
engaged  in  a  juft  and  fortunate  con* 
teft  with  the  houie  of  Bourbon. 
The  war  was  conducted  by  a  ftates* 
man  who  proved  uncommonly  fuc- 
cefsful  in  fubduing  the  armies  and 
navies  of  France ;  for  we  pointed 
the  thunders  of  an  united  nation 
with  terrible  and  irrefiftible  effe6b 
on  its  humbled  monarchjr.  A 
change  of  men  and  councils,  in- 
deed, faved  the  enemy  firom  utter 
"ruin ;  but  this  very  circumflanc^ 
gave  a  decided  (urn  to  the  current 
of  popularity,  which  had  hitherto, 
flowed  around,  and  afforded  a  ia^ 
cred  barrier  to  the  throne. 

On  the  retirement  of  William 
Pitt,  1761,  majefty  feemed  fliom 
of  its  rays;  tad  its  luftre  being  in- 
tercepted by  the  fudden  interpofi- 
lion  of  a  malignant  planet,  it-  ap- 
peared to  experience  almoft  a  total 
eclipfe.  The  fecret  views  that  led 
to  tne  peace  of  Paris  arc  ftiU  enve- 
loped in  obfcurity,  and  the  particu- 
lar motives  whicn  fuperinduced  fo 
many  facrifices  are,  at  beft,  but  e- 
quivocal.  It  was,  indeed,  in  fome 
meafure,  fandioned  by  a  majority, 
obtained  by  means  not  difficult  to 
be  guefied  at  in  a  venal  age ;  but  it ' 
proved  the  moft  finifter  treaty  in 
our.  annab,  and,  from  a  variety  of 
circumftances,  became  pecuharly 
odious  to  the  nation. 

The  adminiftration  of  the  Earl  of 
Bute  gave  general  difguft.  Clofe, 
infinuating,  cunning,  rapacious, 
and  revengeful,  he  was  faid  to 
have  enjoyed  the  unlimited  confi- 
dence of  his  royal  mafter;  and  the 
A,  a  people 
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people  affe6^ed  to  coniider  him  as 
the'  minion  of  the  crown  rather 
than  the  miniflcr  of  England.  His 
enemies,  however,  could  not  deny 
that  he  was  amiable  in  private  life : 
the  moft  zealous  of  his  friends,  on 
the  other  hand^  muft  confefs,  that, 
if  not  criminal,  he  was  at  leail  un- 
fortunate in  the  management  of 
public  affairs,  and  that  the  jealou- 
iics  which  he  occafioned  between 
king  and  people,  gave  rife  to  ma- 
ny, if  not  all  the  misfortunes  of  the 
prefent  reign.  Certain  it  is  that 
nis  conduit  created  a  moil  formida- 
ble oppofition,  bottomed  on  con- 
ilitutional  motives,  and  that  the 
moft  zealous  advocates  for  the 
houfe  of  Brunfwick,  entrenching 
themfelves  in  the  revolution  prin- 
ciples of  1688,  combated  the  doc- 
tnnes  and  proceedings  of  the  fia- 
vounte,  with  the  fame  zeal  that 
their  anceftors  had  oppofed  the  ty- 
ranny of  the  houfe  of  Stuart.  It 
was  this  Angular  circumflance  that 
gave  birth  to  the  political  caveer  of 
the  fubjed  of  thefc  memoirs ;  and 
not  only  his  own  biography,  but 
the  hiftory  of  the  prefent  times,  is 
intimately  conne£led  with  the  fore- 
going events. 

The  father  of  Mt.  Wilkes  was 
an  eminent  diftiller  in  Clerkenwell, 
where  John  is  fuppofed  to  have 
been  born,  on  the  28th  of  Odlobcr, 
1725-  The  elder  fou  Jfracl,  whp 
is  ftiU  alive,  followed  the  iame  bufi- 
ncfs,  and  ultiipately  failed.  The 
fecond,  of  whom  we  iiow  treat,  and 
who  had  received  a  liberal  education 
^arly  in  life,  was  a  brewer;  but  as 
fcc  had,  in  a  great  meafure,  become 
unfitted  by  claflical  purfuits  from 
obtaining  wealth  as  a  tradefmaB, 
It  is  more  than  probable  that  he 
would  not  have  fucceeded  in  his 
commercial   purfuits.     i^'ori    is  it 


poffiblc  to  fuppoCp  that  the  citfhir- 
iiaftic  admirer  of  the  elegant  Ti- 
bullus,  fhould  relifli  the  dull  round 
of  bufinefs  in  the  neighbourhocxf 
of  St.  Sepulchre? — that  he  who 
baniCicd  care  like  Anacrcon,  and 
daily  ouafFed  the  Falemian  of  Ho- 
race, mould  pay  fuch  a  fedulous  at- 
tention to  the  procefe  of  fermenta- 
tion, and  be  converfant  in  all  the 
properties  of  tv:o-penny,  porter, 
and  brown-ftout  ?  Difguft,  accord- 
ingly, foon  fucceeded,  as  a  necef- 
fary  confequence;  and  the  golden 
dreams  arifmg  from  the  mingled 
fumes  of  hops  and  malt,  vaniihed 
with  the  mafli-tub  and  die  compt- 
ing-houfc. 

Mr.  Wilkes  was  calculated,  hj 
nature,  education,  and  habit,  for 
far  different  purfuits;  and  he  fooa 
gratified  his  inclinations.  Having 
married  a  daughter  of  the  celebrated 
Dr.  Mead,  the  author  of  the  Trea- 
tife  on  Poifons,  we  find  him  ex- 
changing the  dull  and  foggy  atinof- 
phere  of  the  city,  for  the  thinner 
and  politer  air  of  the  wefl  end  of 
die  town.  Poifefled  of  a  genteel 
fortune^  elegant  manners,  and  a 
Iparkling  wit,  he  eafiiy  obtained 
the  acquaintance  of  many  of  the 
mofJ  fafhionable  people  of  the  age. 
Educated  in  whig  principles,  he  was 
at  the  fame  time  an  ardent  aflerter 
of  Englidi  liberty.  It  was  the  lat- 
ter circumfbmce,  indeed,  that  gave 
a  colouring  to  the  future  pumiifs 
of  his  life ;  to  the  former,  he  was 
indebted  for  a  feat  in  parliament^ 
and  a  regiment  of  militia. 

A  ftanding  army  has  alway» 
been  confidered  as  the  opprobrium 
of  liberty,  and  a  difgrace  to  a  free 
country.  To  counterbalance  this 
palpable  defeft  in  the  fyftem  (for  il 
IS  not  inherent  in  our  policy)  ibm^ 
generous  fpirits  conceived  the  idea 
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Mr.  Wilkes  began  his  career  as 
an  author  in  1762;  and  his  firft 
political  publication,  at  prefent 
known  with  certainty,  was  intitled, 
**  Obfervations  on  the  Papers  re- 
lative to  the  Rupture  with  Spain.** 
On  the  5tb  of  June,  in  the  fam« 
year,  he  became  the  editor  of  a  pe- 
riodical papccof  much  notoriety^ 
called  the  "  North  Briton,"  which 
gave  a  particular  turn  to,  and  not 
only  influenced  the  future  progrefs 
of  his  affairs,  but  adually  decided 
the  tenour  of  his  whole  life.  No 
publication  that  ever  came  from  th6 
Englifh  prefs  was  read  with  more 
intereft,  or  circulated  with  greater 
avidity  than  this  (the  Letters  of  Ju* 
nius  and  the  works  of  Paine  a!on© 
excepted).  Nor  were  the  efFefta 
difproportiortcd  either  to  the  end 
with  which  it  was  launched  on  the 
ocean  of  popular  opinion,  or  the 
high  expe<5lation8  that  were  con*, 
ceivcd  of  its  fuccefs.  It  was  in  vaia 
that  the  minifters  attempted  to 
oppofe  its  progrcfs,  by  means  of 
the  Briton  *  and  the  Auditor ;  the 
latter  of  which  was  conduced  by- 
Mr.  Murphy,  a  man  of  confider- 
able  parts,  who,  in  the  courfe  of 
Lis  variegated  life,  has  defended 
the  arbitrary  principles  inculcated 
by  a  Tory  adminiftration,  and  pre- 
fented  us  with  a  Whig  verfion  of 
Tacitus.  His  pen,  however,  oa 
this  occafion  was  made  to  drop^ 
from  his  hand,  By  the  mere  force 
of  ridicule  alone ;  and  his  Journal, 
itfelf  expired  in  the  flames  of  his 
OwnFh^ii/aTutf  -f.     He,  however- 

•  Smollet  was  the  editor, 

i  Such  as  wifli  to  be  better  acquainted  with  this  inftatice  of  literary  jockeyOiip^ 
are  referred  to  a  Dote  in  p.  52,  vol.  i,  of  Bell's  fecond  edition  of  ChurcbiH't 
works,  or  to  the  North  Britbn.  Here  follows  the  epitaph  occa(k>oed  by  the  dif- 
comfiture  of  tha  Auditor  god  it  may  be  necedary  to  premiOe  tha(  this  trent 


of  a  national  and  confthntionat 
dilcuce.  This  plan,  fo  long  fcotit- 
cd,  and  fince,  in  a  great  meafure, 
emafculated  by  fubiequent  regula- 
tions, was  at  length  carried  into 
ciFe(5t,  but  not  without  much  oppo- 
fition,  and  confiderablc  diflatislac- 
tion  on  the  fide  of  the  people. 
'  Mr.  Wilkes,  who  was  a  great 
ilickler  for  the  meafure,  made  an 
offer  of  his  fervices  in  Bucking- 
hamfhire  on  this  occafion;  and  as 
he  lived  in  great  intimacy  with  Earl 
Temple,  the  tlicn  lord^lieutenatit, 
he  foon  became  member  for  Aylef- 
bury,  and  colonel  of  the  county- 
regiment.  It  is  to  be  recorded  a- 
mong  the  other  fingular  anecdotes 
of  his  life,  that  nearly  at  the  fame 
time  he  was  expelled  fron*  the  one 
office  by  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
and  difmiflcd  from  the  other  by  a 
mandate  fram  the  firfl  executive 
mag;iftrate. 

The  memljcr  for  Aylefburyfoon 
participated  in  the  general  rcfent- 
ment  againil  Lord  Bute,  and,  pof- 
feiiing  a  happy  talent  for  fatire,  con« 
tributed  not  a  little  to  increafe  the 
hatred  he  had  everywhere  excited. 
But  this  was  not  all :  in  the  bitter- 
nefsof  his  refentment,  he  accufed 
the  nation  among  whom  that  no- 
bleman was  born,  of  an  hereditary 
attachment  to  flavery,  and,  without 
much  ceremotty,  attacked  certain 
perfons,  who  rondly  hoped  that 
their  rank  was  not  only  too  lofty 
for  plebeian  animadverfions,  but 
even  didblved  all  conne&ion  be- 
tween guilt  and  Ihame. 
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did  not  fall  alone,  for  his  patron 
foon  lav  proftrate  by  his  fide ;  and 
althougn  he  was  fufpe^ed  of  re- 
gulating the  motions  of  the  minif- 
terial  puppets  long  after  he  left  the 


ftage,  vet,  fo  obnoxious  had  he  ren- 
dered himfelf,  that,  from  this  mo- 
ment, he  was  forced  to  bid  adieu, 
at  leaft,  to  the  oftenfible  exercife 
of  power. 

The  Thane  was  fucceeded  by  Mr. 
GrenviUc,  the  father  of  the  prefent 
Lord  Grenville  and  the  Marquis  of 
Buckingham;  who,  partly  from  ha- 
tred to  the  author,  and  parly  from 
animofity  to  his  own  brother,  with 
whom  he  had  <juarrelled  (he  is  alfo 
faid  to  have  been  inlli^ted  by  ano- 
ther motive)  determined,  if  he 
could  not  fupprefs  the  publication, 
that  h^^outd,  at  lead,  punifli  the 
editor.  The  crown-lawyers  were 
accordingly  on  the  watch,  and  fome 
unguarded  (perhaps  improper)  ex- 
prefiions  in  No.  45 — ^for  I  write 
not  an  eulodum— afforded  ample 
opportunity  for  a  profeculion. 

It  has   luckily  been  always  the 


fortune 'of  arbitrvy  councils,  not 
only  to  render  the  means  difpropor- 
tionate  to  the  end,  but  to  have  re- 
courfe  to  odious  meafures  for  the 
attainment  of  their  objed.  It  was 
this  very  circumfhnce  that,  in  one 
age,  bereaved  Charles  of  his  life, 
James  of  his  crown,— and,  in  ano- 
other,  endeared  Mr.  Wilkes  to  the 
nation. 

Had  a  common  a^Kon  taken  place 
againfl  the  editor  of  the  North  Bri- 
ton, and,  after  due  conviction,  a 
mioderato  fentence  been  inflifM, 
Mr.  Wilkes  would  have  been  brand- 
ed as  a  recorded  libeller.  It  was 
the  iilesal  proceedings  which  occa- 
fioned  Uiat  gentleman  to  be  confi- 
dered  as  a  fuffering  patriot^  through 
whofe  fides  the  liberties  of  a  whole 
nation  were  wounded.  His,  there- 
fore, from  that  moment,  ceafod  to 
be  a  private  caufe-^it  was  the  caufe 
of  the  people. 

On  the  30th  of  April,  1763,  he 

was  arrefied  in  the  fhcet,    by  a 

king's  meiienger,  in  confequencc 

qf  a  general  warrant*  agsdnfl  the 

authors, 


was  produced  by  a  waggifh  letter,  figned  F/ator^  in  which  the  advantages  de. 
rived  from  the  poflefiion  of  Florida  (obtained  by  the  peace  of  Fans)  are  ironical. 
ly  pointed  out,  particularly  the  peats  and  turf  that  were  to  warm  the  poor  Anc. 
I  planters  in  the  winter  feafon. 

SisTE,  Viator. 
**  Deep  in  this  bogy  the  Auditor  lies  ftill* 
**  His  labours  fini£*d,  and  worn  out  his  qoil!  i 
*<  His  fires  estioguifh'd,  and  his  works  unicad^ 
<'  In  peace  he  fleeps  with  the  fbrfaken  dead  1 
'<  With  heath  and  fed^e,  oh  1  may  his  tomb  be  drci, 
•<  And  his  own  turf  lie  light  upon  his  breaft.*' 
El  qkocuMque  vclunt  animum  AuMiorJs  c^aato*         Hoa. 


L.  S.  "George  Mountague  Dunk,  Earl  of  Halifax,  Yifcount  Sunbury,  £tc« 
*^  Thefe  are  in  his  Majefty's  name  to  authorife  and  require  you  (taking  a coa- 
fiable  to  your  affiftance)  to  make  ^x\6t  and  diligent  fearch  after  the  authors,  prin- 
ters, and  pubiiihers  of  a  feditious  and  treafodablc  pa{>er,  entitled  the  North  Briton, 
Number  4;,  Satuiday,  i\pril  23d,  1763,  printed  for  George  Kearfley,  Ludgatc- 
ibrect,  London ;  and  th^  or  any  of  them  na\'ing  foond,  to  apprehend  and  feize, 
iogether  with  their  papers,  and  to  bring  in  fafe  cuftody  l>efore  me,  &u 
^  Piredcd  (o  Nathan  Harrington,  &c. 

(Signed)        ^  Duak  Halifiuu 
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authon,  printers,  and  publifhers 
of  the  North  Briton,  No.  45,  and 
carried  to  his  own  houf^^.  The 
publicity  of  the  a^  having  occa- 
iioned  mtich  noife,  he  was  inftantly 
vifited  by  a  number  of  his  friends, 
and,  among  others,  by  Charles 
Churchill,  a  fellow-labourer  in  the 
political  vineyarcj,  whom  he  faved 
from  iaiprironraent  by  that  pre- 
fence  of  mind  which  never  deferted 
him  on  trying  occafions.  In  the 
mean  time  he  deiired  two  other 
gentlemen  to  repair  to  the  court  of 
Common  Pleas,  and  fue  out  a  writ 
ofludfas  corpus^  in  confequence  of 
his  being  detained  a  prifoner  in  his 
own  houfe,  by  an  ille^  arreft. 

As  Lord  Halifax  did  not  choofe 
to  proceed  dire£Uy  to  extremities,* 
he  fent  feveral  polite  melfiiges  to 
Mr.  Wilkes,  requeuing  his  compa- 
ny :  but  the  latter  refolutely  renif- 
ed,  and  could  not  be  prevailed  up- 
on to  repair  io  his  Lordihip's  houie, 
until  he  was  threatened  with  perfo- 
nal  violence,  and  given  to  under- 
iland  that  a  regiment  of  guards 
would,  if  necemry,  be  called  in« 
On  this  he  proceeded  in  a  chair, 
attended  by  the  ttiefletigers  and 
their  followers;  he,  however,  re- 
fiifed  to  anfwer  any  quefhons  what- 
ever, and  treated  Lord  Egremont, 
the  other  fecretary  of  fhite,  who 
exhibited  too  much  of  the  info- 
lence  of  office  in  his  demeanor,  with 
great  fpirit. 

On  his  being  committed  to  the 
Tower,  he  was  preded  to  offer  bail ; 
but  he  ilrenuoufly  refufed,  as  it 
would  have  looked  like  an  acqui- 
elcence  in  the  juflice  of  the  pro- 
ceedings againfl  him,  although  two 
noblemen  offered  to  become  fure- 
ties  to  the  amount  of  100,0001. 
each.    In  confequence  of  ftri<fl  or- 


ders for  that  purpofe,  he  was  kept 
a  ciofe  prifoner ;  and  Earl  TempJe,* 
and  the  refl  of  his  friends,  denied 
accefs  to  him,  until  two  haheafn 
were  iffued,  the  firft  having  been 
evaded  by  chicanery.  At  length, 
on  Tucfday  the  3d  of  May,  he  was 
brought  up  to  the  bar  of  the  Com- 
mon Pleas,  where,  in  an  appofite 
fpcech,  he  complained  of  the  viola- 
tion of  the  laws;  and  aflerted,  that 
he  had  been  treated  worfe  "  than 
if  he  had  been  a  Scotch  rebel." 

The  court  having  taken  time  to 
deliberate,  he  was  remanded,  and 
brought  up  once  more,  on  the  6th, 
when  the  Lord  Chief  Juftice,  Sir 
Charles  Pratt,  afterwards  Lord 
Camden,  ordered  him  to  be  dif- 
charged.  Fluihed  with  this  victo- 
ry, in  the  courfe  of  that  very  night, 
he  wrote  a  bitter  and  farcaffic  letter 
to  the  two  lecretaries  of  flate ;  in 
which,  after  recapitulating  the  cir- 
cumflances  relative  to  the  feizure 
of  his  papers,  he  demanded  the  re- 
flitution  of  them,  under  the  title  of 
**  ilolen  goods,"  and  a6hially  appli- 
ed to  Bow-ilreet  for  a  warrant  to 
fearch  their  houfes,  in  order  to  re- 
cover pofleffion  of  his  property, 
which  had  been  felojiioufly  taken 
away.  It  may  be  eafiiy  fuppofed, 
that  a  magifhate  under  the  immedi- 
ate influence  of  the  miniflry,  refiifed 
his  countenance  to  this  proceeding; 
but  recourfe  was  foon  liad  to  a 
hiffher  authoritv,  and  ample  fatis* 
faSion  receiyea. 

While  Mr.  Wilkes  was  yet  in  th« 
Tower,  unlawfully  imprifoned,  and 
unconvicted,  therefore,  in  the  ey# 
of  the  law,  fuppofed  to  be  at  once 
innocent  and  opprefled,  he  was 
doomed  to  experience  all  the  rigour 
of  royal  vengeance,  having  been 
a<5hially  difmiffed  from  his  fituation 
A  as  «tf 
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of  colonel  of  the  Bucks  milttia,  by 
a. mandate*,  with  which  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  reluctantly  complied. 
But  this  was  not  all ;  an  attempt  to 
difgrace  was  foon  followed  by  ano- 
ther, calculated  to  min  him:  it 
proved,  however,  contrary  to  all 
human  calculation^  to  be  the  bails 
on  which  he  creded  the  edifice  of 
his  future  fortune. 

In  the  courfe  of  next  term,  an  in- 
iformation  was  filed  againft  him,  in 
the  King's  Bench,  as  author  of  the 
North  Briton,  No.  45 ;  and,  on  the 
meeting  of  parliament,  being  vot- 
ed <^  a  falfe,  fcandalous,  and  fediti- 
ous  libel,'*  it  was  ordered  to  be 
burned  by  the  hands  of  the  com- 
mon han](;.man  :  a  fentence  which 
•was  carried  into  execution  with 
much  difficulty  in  the  city ;  when 
Mr.  Sheriff  Harley,  who  difplayed 
great  zeal  on  the  occafion,  was  mal- 
treated, and  even. wounded  by  the 
populace. 

Mr.  Wilkes  having,  in  his  turn, 
complained  to  the  Houfeof  a  breach 
of  privilege,  was  not  only  refufed 
redrefs,  but  a  refolution  pafied, 
**  That  the  privilege  of  parliament 
does  not  extend  to  the  cafe  of  writ- 
ing and  publifhing  feditlous  libels, 
nor  ought  to  be  allowed  to  oblb-u^ 
the  ordinary  courfe  of  the  laws,  in 
-the  flendyand  efFeAual  profecution 
of  fo  heinous  and  dangerous  an  of- 
fence." 

Some  words  that  pafied  on  this 
occafion,  in  conjunction  with  a  paf- 
.fage  in  the  North  Briton,  occafion- 


ed  a  duel  between  Mr.  Wilices  nni 
Mr.  Martin,  member  for  Camel- 
ford,  and  late  fecretary  to  the  trea- 
fury,  which  took  place  in  Hyde* 
Park,  on  the  16th  of  December. 
The  reprefentativc  of  Ayleflniiy 
behaved  with  great  gadlantry  on 
this  occafion;  and  tiie  wound  he  re-^ 
ceived  in  the  groin  greatly  encrcaf^ 
ed  the  number  of  his  partifans,  who 
were  pleafed  with  his  fpirit,  and 
contjdered  him  as  a  martyr  in  the 
public  caufe. 

Soon  after,  he  found  it  necefl&ry 
to  retire  to  France;  but  this  did 
not  in  the  leafl  tend  to  abate  the 
vindiftive  Ipirit  of  his  enemies^  for 
on  the  19th  of  January,  1764-,  we 
find  him  expelled  the  Commons, 
and  a  new  writ  u'as  inunediately  or* 
dered  to  be  ifliied  for  Aylefeury. 
The  Houfe  of  Peers  aifo  thought 
its  privileges  violated,  in  the  per* 
fon  of  the  Biihop  of  Gloucefler, 
whofe  name  had  been  affixed  as 
editor   to  an    obfcene    pamphlet, 
printed  at   Mr.   Wilkes's    private 
preis,  and  exhibited  a  remarkable 
refentment  on  that  account.      In 
addition  to  this,  he  was  found  euil- 
ty,  in  the  court  of  King^  Bench,  of 
the  republication  of  the  "  North 
Briton,  No.  45,  with  Notes,"  and 
for  printing    and   publifliing    the 
"  EtTay  on  Woman."     Of  the  firft 
of  thefe  produ^ions,  he    /as  avow- 
edly the  editor;  but  as  to  the  fe- 
coud,  which  is  a  parody  on  Pope's 
£f2ay  on  Man,  he  was  no  farther 
criminal  than  by  allowing  twelv* 


♦  (Copy) 
"  My  Lord,  Wkiukall,  Maf  4,  1763, 

**  THE  King  having  judged  it  improper  that  John  Wilkes,  £fq.  fliouid  any 
longer  continue  to  be  colonel  of  the  militia  for  the  county  of  Buckingham,  I  ana 
commanded  to  fignify  his  Majcfty's  pleafurc  to  your  Lordfliip,  that  you  do  forth- 
with give  the  neceflary  orders  for  difplacing  Mr.  Wilkes  as  an  oflScer  for  the  rnili* 
tia  for  the  county  of  Buckingham.        I  am,  fcc. 

**  TotaeEarlTem^U."  EGRfiMOnr." 
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4bptesto  be  printed  at  his  apart- 
ments. The  real  author  was  a  Ton 
<>f  an  Archbiihop  of  Canterbury. 
In  both  inibnces,  the  works  in 
^uefHon  were  obtained  by  the  baf- 
cft  fraud  ;  his  own  fervants  having 
been  bribed  and  fubomed  for  that 
very  purpofe. 

At  lenc;th  a  change  of  miniftry 
having  taken  place,  and  the  parlia- 
tnent  being  dillblved,  Mr.  Wilkes 
returned  to  his  native.country ;  and 
notwithftanding  the  terrors  of  an 
outlawry,  aftually  ftood  candidate 
for  the  firftcity  in  the  empire,  and 
only  loft  his  eleftion  by  a  fmall 
majority.  He  proved  more  fuccefs- 
ful  in  the  firft  county,  as  he  was  re- 
turned a  knight  of  the  (hire  for  Mid- 
dlefex,  after  a  great  and  decifive 
conteft. 

The  violated  laws  were,  how- 
ever, ftiU  to  be  atoned  for ;  and  ac- 
cordingly the  new  member,  with 
his  ufual  intrepidity,  voluntarily  fur- 
rendered  himfelf,  in  the  court  of 
King's  Bench,  on  the  20th  of  April, 
1768;  and  on  Saturday  morning, 
June  18th,  fentence  waspronounc- 
^edj  in  confequence  of  which  he 
was  imprifoned  for  twenty-two  ca- 
lendar months,  and  obKged  to  pay 
^  fine  of  lOOOl.  He  found  means, 
however,  to  get  his  c^utiawry  re- 
verfed ;  and  this  was  accompllfhed 
with  lefs  difficulty  than  had  been 
expe^ed,  as  Lord  Mansfield,  who, 
on  great  occafions,  exhibited  evi- 
dent fymptoms  of  timidity,  was 
alarmed  at  the  odium  attached  to 
all  thofe  concerned  in  the  proceed- 
ings, and  did  not  perliaps  think  the 
l>ench  itfelf,  although  furrounded 
by  mace-bearers  and  tipftaves,  fa- 
cred  from  the  fury  of  an  incenfed 
inultitude. 

No  fooner  was  this  necef&ry pre- 
liminaiy  atehieved|  thaa  the  a&on 


againft  Lord  Halifax,  who  had  hi- 
therto pleaded  the  outlawry  as  a  bar^ 
was  recommenced,  and  a  verdifk  of 
40001.  obuined.  This  fum,  toge- 
ther with  lOOOl.  recovered  from 
Mr.  Wood,  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State,  and  the  amount  of  the  ver- 
dids,  damages,  and  cofb  of  fuit, 
were  all  paid  out  of  the  civil  lift,  by 
an  exprefs  order  of  council. 

To  balance  the  victory,  he  waft 
doomed  to  fuffer  a  frefh  profecu- 
tion.  His  lon^  and  rigorous  im- 
prifonment  havmg  enfured  the  in- 
dignation of  all  liberal  and  indepen- 
dent men,  and  inflamed  large  bo- 
dies of  the  populace  td  a  degree  of 
frenzy  little  fhort  of  madnels,  ma- 
ny riots  now  took  place ;  aud  St. 
George's  Fields  became  the  fcene  of 
much  confiifion.  There  were  two 
legal  modes  of  proceeding  in  this 
cafe.  The  firfl,  moil  gracious  and 
afTuredly  moft  politic,  woujd  have 
been  a  fjwntaneous  exercife  of  the 
royal  mercy,  which,  by  its  exten- 
fion  to  the.  prifoner,  would  have 
diffolved  the  ailbciations  entered  in* 
to  for  his  proteAion  and  fupport, 
and  left  him  without  complamt, 
and  confequently  without  adhe- 
rents. The  fecond  was  the  confti- 
tutional  employment  of  the  civil 
power,  in  order  to  keep  the  peace, 
and,  in  cafe  of  infradion,  to  punifh 
the  offenders.  A  third  was,  how- 
ever, recurred  to,  unknown  to  our 
ancient  laws,  equivocal  in  its  nature, 
and  problematical  in  its  application; 
this  was  the  calling  in  a  military- 
force  :  a  meafure  llrenuoufly  re- 
commended by  Lord  Weymouth, 
then  Secretary  of  State,  and  as 
warmly  combated  by  Mr.  Wilkes. 
This  produced  a  fecond  expulfion ; 
and  as  one  injuflice  naturally  leads 
to  another,  gave  birth  to  the  nomi- 
nation of  Mr.  Luttereli,  now  Lord 
A  a  i  CarhamptojOi 
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Carhamplon,  a^  the  fitting  member 
for  Middlefex,  although  Mr.  Wilkes 
was  duly  returned  by  the  (heriffs, 
and  fairly  elected  by  an  inun«nfe 
majority. 

if  he  was  excluded,  however, 
fr6m  |>arlianientary,— civic  honours 
poured  thick  upon  him.  While 
immured  within  the  walls  of  a  pri- 
fon  (in  1769)  he  was  elc^bcd  alder- 
man of  Farringdon  Without :  the 
moil  confiderable  and  patriotic  ward 
in  the  metropolis.  Two  years  af- 
terwards, he  afpired  to  and  obtain- 
ed the  dignity  of  the  fhrievaity,  and 
in  1774  he  was  elevated  to  the  city 
chair.  In  all  thefe  different  rela- 
tions he  exercifed  the  magifterial 
fiindions  with  great  fpirit  and  inte- 
grity, and  in  the  lafl  of  them  he  in- 
curred frelh  ^  debts,  by  fupporting 
the  honour  of  his  ftatton. 

While  oppreiTed  by  the  accufa- 
tion  of  minifters,  the  gale  of  popu- 
lar attachment  fet  in  Itrongly  in  hb 
favour,  and  he  was  never  fo  great, 
or  perhaps  fo  happy,  as  whoi  af- 
£ided  by  the  persecution  of  the 
court.  His  caufe  was  fupported  by 
the  heft  and  ablefl  men  in  the  king- 
dom ;  his  debts  were  more  than  once 
paid  by  the  generous  care  of  hit 
friends,  and  every  immediate  want 
was  anticipa'ted  by  the  ardour  of 
their  bounty  f.  But  this  was  not 
all :  they  were  determined  to  pro- 
cure him  a  more  permanent  provi- 
fion,  and  accordingly  darted  him  as 


a  candidate  for  the  lucrative  oBkfi 
of  chamberlain  of  the  city  of  Lon- 
don. Mr.  Hopkins  however  pre- 
vailed, notwithhandin^  his  chaorac- 
ter  was  tainted  refpedtmg  fome  mo- 
ney negotiations  with  a  minor; 
an^  an  annual  conteft  took  place 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
1779,  fince  which  period  Mr.  Wilkes 
occupied  that  (ituation  for  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life. 

During  the  whole  of  the  Ameri- 
can war,  he  was  a  ftrenuous  oppofer 
of  Lord  North's  adminiftration,  and 
heartily  joined  his  own  peribnal 
enemies  in  oppofing  the  meafures, 
and  difplaying  the  guilt  of  that  juft- 
ly  odious  ilatefman.  No  fooner 
was  the  noble  Lord  hunted  into  the 
toils,  and  brought  within  the  reach 
of  a  punifliment,  from  which  he  ef- 
caped  in  confequence  of  the  eager- 
nefs  difplayed  in  dividing  the  fpoils 
of  the  oelinquent,  than  Mr.  Wilkes 
feized  that  opportunity  of  procur- 
ing juftice  to  the  public  and  to  him- 
felt,  refpefiing  the  Middlefex  elec^ 
tion.  The  day  this  fcandalous  de- 
cifion  was  refcinded  from  the  jour- 
nals of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
may  be  faid  to  be  the  laft  of  his  po< 
litical  career.  Indeed,  from  that 
momentf  he  feems  to  have  fuppofed 
his  miffion^  an  end,  and  in  his  own 
^xprefs  words,  to  have  confidered 
himfelf  as  *^  an  extinguifhed  vol- 
cano !" 

In  his  perfon,  Mr.  Wilkes  was 


*  Thcfe  were  the  ooW  debts  inoorred  in  the  public  fervice;  and  I  undoftand  that 
they  hare  been  all  liquidated, 

t  Among  other  prefents  received  by  him  was  a  cup  of  500I.  value,  made  by 
Mr.  Stephcnfoo,  of  Ludgate-hill,  on  which  he  caufed  the  following  lines  to  be 
engraved : 

"  Proud  Buckingham,  for  law  too  mighty  grown, 
*  *  A  patriot  dagger  prob'd,  and  from  the  throne 
**  Sever 'd  its  minion.     In  facceeding  times, 
**  May  all  thofe  fav'rites  who  adopt  hit  crimes 
«<  Partake  his  fate,  and  cv'ry  Villars  feel 
•«  Tht  keen  deep  fcarchingi  of  a  Fclton's  fteel" 
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tall,  ag^,  and  fo  very  thin  towards 
the  latter  part  of  his  life,  that  his 
limbs  ieemed  cadaverous.  His  com- 
plexion was  fallow,  and  he  had  an 
unfortunate  caft  of*  his  eyes,  that 
rendered  his  face  particularly  liable 
to  be  caricatured.  The  miniftiy 
of  that  day  were  fo  fendble  of  the 
advantages  to  be  derived  from  this 
Ipecies  of  ridicule,  that  Hogartli  was 
acftually  bought  off  from  the  popu- 
lar party  by  means  of  a  pcnfion,  and 
earned  a  difhonourable  reward  by 
employing  his  mver  in  fatirifing 
his  former  friends.  Notwithftand- 
ing  the  defe«5fe  of  his  perfon,  Mr. 
Wilkes  at  one  time  a6hially  fet  the 
fafhions,  and  introduced  blue  hair 
powder  on  his  return  from  France, 
in  1769. 

^  Towards  the  latter  part  of  his 
life  he  became  regardlefs  of  his 
drefs,  and  his  wardrobe  for  the  laft 
fifteen  years  feems  to  have  confided 
of  aiaded  fcarlet  coat,  white  cloth 
waiflcoat  and  breeches,  and  a  pair 
of  military  boots,  in  which  he  was 
accuftom^  to  walk  three  or  four 
times  a  week,  from  Kenfington  to 
Grofvenor-fquare,  and  from  Grof- 
venor-fquara  to  Guildhall.  Like 
moft  of  the  old  fchool,  he  never  de- 
icended  from  the  dignity  of  a  cock- 
ed hat ;  and  it  is  but  of  late  that  he 
abjured  the  long-exploded  failiion 
of  wearing  a  gold  button  and  loop. 
His  ready  wit  was  proverbial, 
^d  he  never  midcd  an  opportunity 
of  being  jocular  at  the  expence  of 
his  colleagues.  Sometimes  he  would 
difconcert  the  gravity  of  a  city  feaft 
by  his  fatire;  and  when  he  told  the 
late  Alderman  Burncll  (formerly  a 
bricklayer)  who  feemed  to  be  una- 
ble to  manage  a  knife  in  the  fimple 


operation  of  cutting  a  pudding, 
"  that  he  had  better  take  his  trowel 
to  it,"  he  fet  the  whole  corpbra* 
tion  in  a  roar.  , 

As  a  man  of  pleafure,  he  facrific* 
ed  to  his  paflions,  not  unfrequently 
at  the  expence  of  his  happinefs,ana 
even  of  his  character.  The  fcan- 
dal  attached  to  the  Order  of  St. 
Francis*,  of  which  he  was  a  mem- 
ijer,  operated  confiderably  againft 
the  infiuence  of  his  politics ;  it  id 
not  a  little  remarkable,  however^ 
that  men,  not  the  mofl  famous  for 
the  chaftity  of  their  manners,  fuch 
as  the  Lords  Sandwich  and  March 
(the  latter  is  the  prefent  Duke  of 
Queenfbur)^  fhould  have  been  the 
moft  eager  to  dele6l  andexpofethe 
follies  of  his  loofer  moments. 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  his  con- 
dutft  as  a  magiflrate  was  not  only 
unexceptionable,  but  ipirited  and 
exemplary ;  and  as  a  guardian  of 
the  morals  of  the  city  youth,  he  has 
not  been  excelled  by  any  of  his 
predeceflbrs.  The  lame-  candour 
that  di^tes  thefe  obfervations,  ob« 
liges  the  author  at  the  fame  time  to 
confers  that  he  was  dilatory  in  the 
produ&ion  of  the  city  accounts,  and 
rather  too  attentive  to  the  craolu* 
ments  of  office. 

As  an  author,  he  poiTefled  the 
fingular  merit  of  always  writing  to 
and  for  the  people.  His  fuccefs 
was  proportionate,  and  he  afhially 
wrote  down  at  leafl  one  adminiftra- 
tion,  which  is  more  than  can  be 
faid  of  any  man  of  the  prefent  age. 
His  merits  can  only  lie  appreciated 
bv  the  benefits  he  has  conrerred  on 
his-  country.  It  was  he  who  firft 
taught  the  public  to  contider  the 
king's  fpeech  as  the  mere  fabri- 


^  The  mono  over  the  door  of  Mcdmenham  abbey,  inuft  be  allowed  to  hare  be<fh 
f  xtiemely  appropriate  ^  it  wa«  «<  Fats  ce  que  vQudras.** 
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cation  of  his  minifters,  and  as  fuch, 
proper  to  be  commented  on ;  ap- 
plauded, or  treated  with  contempt. 
J3y  hi$  bold  and  determined  con- 
duct in  the  cafe  of  the  city  print- 
ers, he  annihilated  the  power  of 
commitment  afliimed  by  the  fpeak- 
cr*s  warrant,  and  rendered  the  ju- 
rifdidion  of  the  ferjeant  at  arms 
fnbjcd  to  the  controul  of  a  conila- 
ble.  He  punifhed  defpwtic  fecreta- 
rics  of  ftate,  by  holding  them  up  to 
public  {com,  aboliflicd  general  war- 
nmts,  and  obliged  even  Lord  Manf- 
field  to  declare  them  unlawful.  But 
this  was  not  all ;  he  contributed  to 
render  an  Englilhman'sy  houfe  his 
caflle,  for  it  is  to  him  we  are  indebt- 
ed for  the  benefit  of  having  our  pa 
pers  confidcrcd  as  facred,  in  all  cafes 
ihort  of  high  treafon.  The  moft 
daring  minil;er  muft  now  particu- 
larize his  viftim  by  name,  and  he 
cannot  attempt  to  rob  us  of  our  fc- 
crcts,  without  at  the  fame  time  en- 
deavouring to  bereave  us  of  our 
lives. 

In  fhort,  with  all  his  ^ults,  Mr. 
Wilkes  poileded  fomething  more 
than  the  vapour  of  patriotifm  ;  he 
could  face  poverty  and  banifhment, 
defpife  a  jail,  refill  corruption,  at- 
tack and  overcome  t)'ranny.  Had 
bis  exiftence  ceafed  at  the  clofe  of 
the  American  war,  his  memory, 
however,  would  have  been  more 
icfpe»Eied;  he  outlived  his  reputa- 
tion J '  and,  it  is  painful  to  add,  that 
when  he  died  at  nis  daughter's  houfe 
in  Grofvenor-fquare,  on  Tuefday 
•December  27 Ih,  1797,  in  the  feven- 
ty- third  year  of  his  age,  he  was  near- 
ly forgotten.  Diftance  blends  and 
iofte  ns  the  fhades  of  large  objcfe  : 
Time  throws  her  mantle  over  petty 
defers.  The  prefent  age  already 
confefles  that  he  was  a  perlecuted, 
the  next  will  probably  coafider  bk$^ 


as  a  great  man:  At  all  events  Ul 
name  will  be  conoeded  with  our 
hiilory ;  and  if  he  does  not  ooci^ 
the  chief  place,  a  niche,  at  ksd^ 
will  be  tenanted  by  him  in  the  teoi* 
pie  of  Fame. 


Ufe  by  Tijfit. 

JOHN  George  Zinunennan  was 
born  in  December  1728,  at 
Brug,  a  town  in  llie  German  part 
of  the  canton  of  Bern.  His  fa- 
ther, the  fenator  Zimmerman,  was 
born  of  a  family  which  bad  been 
didinguifhed,  during  feveral  ages, 
for  the  merit  and  mtegrity  with 
which  they  paiTed  through  the  firft 
offices  of  the  government.  His 
mother,  of  the  name  of  Pache,  was 
the  daughter  of  a  celebrated  coun-r 
fellor  at  Morges,  in  the  French  part 
of  the  fame  canton;  which  accounts 
for  the  circumfiance  of  the  two 
languages  being  equally  familiar  to 
him,  though  he  had  pafled  only  a 
very  fhort  lime  in  France.  Young 
Zimmerman  was  educated  at  home 
till  he  reached  the  age  of  fourteen, 
when  he  was  fent  ia  fhidy  the 
hdUs  kttres  at  Bern.  After  three 
years  had  been  thus  employed,  he 
"^ns  transferred  to  the  fcfaool  of 
philofophy ;  where  the  prolix  com- 
ments on  the  metaphyiics  of  Wolf 
feem  much  more  to  have  difguflerf 
than  enlightened  him  The  deatK 
of  both  parents  leaving  him  at  li- 
berty to  choofe  his  def^ination  in 
life,  he  determined  to  embrace  th« 
medical  profeffion,  and  went  to 
Gottingen  in  1747.  Here  hi% 
countryman,  the  illufhions  Haller, 
took  him  into  his  own  {houfe,  di-^ 
reded  his  fludies,  and  treated  iiim 
as  a  fon  and  a  friend.    Beiides  th« 
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ler  medical  profeflbrB,  Zimmer- 
at tended  the  mathematical  and 
fical  lectures,  and  gained  a 
wWdg^  of  Englifli  hterature. 
p?.(1ed  four  years  in  this  univer- 
^•\art  of  the  laft  of  which  he 
:;loyed  in  experiments  on  the 
trine  of  irritability,  firft  pro- 
ed  by  the  Englifh  anatomift 
(Ibn^  and  afterwards  purfued 
h  fo  much  fuccefs  by  Haller. 
m merman  made  this  principle 
I  fiibje6t  of  his  inaugural  thcfis, 
17  51  ;  and  the  clearnefs  of  ftyle 
d  method  with  which  he  explain- 
.  the  do^rine,  with  the  ftrength 
the  experimental  proofs  by  which 
;.  fiipported  it,  gained  him  great 
rpulalim.  Our  anatomical  read- 
^s^>M<!qoubtlefs  acquainted  with 
ve  controverfies  which  this  new 
k'ftem  excited.  Though  Haller 
t^as  generally  confidered  as  its  au- 
hor,  feveral  attacks  were  dire<fted 
igainft  Zimmerman  in  particular, 
ivhich  he  was  wife  enough  to  dif- 
regaRl,  leaving  his  fa6ts  to  fpeak 
For  themfelves. 

After  a  few  months  fpent  in  a 
tour  to   Holland  and  France,  he 
telvirncd  to  Bern  in  1752,  where  he 
was  received  with  great  cordiality. 
In  this  year  he  pubhfhed  an  account 
of  Haller,  in  a  fliort  letter  to  a 
friend,  inferted  in  the  journal  of 
Ncufchatel,  and  written  in  French. 
Though  his  only  work  in  that  lan- 
guage,  it  has  much    elegance   of 
IWle;    and  it  was  the  bafis  of  his 
Life  of  Haller  which  was  publifhed 
al  Zurich  in  17.55,  a  large  Rvo,  in 
German.     During  his  liny  at  Bern 
he  married  a  very  amiable  and  cul- 
tivated lady,   a  relation  of  Haller, 
of  fht:  name  of  Melev,  then  widow 
of  a  M.  Stek.     Shortly  afterward, 
the  poft  of  public  phyfician  to  his 
native  town  of  -Bnig  'bccomipg  va-» 


cant,  he  received  an  invitation  to 

occupy  it;  with  which  he  complied. 

Here  he  eameftly  devoted  himfelf 

to  the  ftudies  and  duties  of  his  pro* 

feflion ;   not  negle6Hng,  however, 

thofe   literary  purfuits   which  arc 

neceflary  to  fill  up  the  time  of  4 

man  of  education,  in  a  pUce  which 

affords  few  of  the  r^fources  of  fuit- 

able  fociety.     He  amufed  himfelf 

occaiionally    with     writing     little 

pieces,  which  he  fent  to  a  journal 

printed  at  Zurich  under  the  title 

of  The  Monitor.     As  his  pleafures 

were  almoft  exclufively  confined  tq 

his  family  and  his  fhidy,  he  here 

contra6led   that   real   or  fuppofed 

love  for  folitude,  which  gave- fucH 

a  colour  to  his  writings,  if  not  to 

his  life.     It  feems,  however,  at  firfl 

to  have  been  rather  forced  than 

natural ;  and  to  have  been  the  fple- 

netic  refource  of  a  man  who  was 

never  well  fatisfied  with  the  ob- 

fcurity  of  a    fituation  which  was 

by  no  means  adequate' to  his  talents 

and  reputation.     In  this  place,  his 

years  pafled  on  ufefully   for  tho 

improvement  of  his  mind  ;  but,  as 

it  appears,  not  very  happily.     His 

natural  fenfibility,  from  a  want  of 

obje^s  to  divert  it,  preyed  on  it- 

felf ;  and  he  was  rende?  cd  miferablc 

by  a  thoiifand  domeftic  cares  and 

anxieties,  whidi  he  would  have  felt 

much  more  lightly  in  the  tumult  of 

public  life.     He  took,  however,  the 

beft  method  in  his  power  for  relief, 

by  employing  his  pen  with  alfiduity 

on  profellional  and  literary  topics. 

In   1754,  he  fent  to  the  Phyfico- 

Medical  Society  of  Biifil,  a   very 

good   cafe   of    fpafmodic    quincy, 

together  with  fome  obfcrvations  on 

the  hyfteric  tumours  of  Sydenham. 

In  J755  he  compofeda  fljoit  poem, 

in  German,  on  the  earthquake  of 

USboni  wbich  was  much  cflecmed 
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by  adequate  judges,  and  placed  him 
aknong  the  earlieil  improvers  of  that 
language.  In  1756  appeared  his 
firlf  Eflay  on  Solitude :  a  very  fliort 
performance.  Two  years  after- 
wardy  he  began  to  enlarge  its  plan, 
and  to  collcS  materials  ror  his  more 
extended  publication  on  this  fub- 
jeil.  He  alfo  formed  the  plan  of 
■his  work  on  the  Experience  of 
Medicine,  of  which  the  iirft  volume 
appeared  in  1763.  In  1758  he 
publiflied  his  £(Iay  on  National 
Pride,  which  pafled  with  rapidity 
through  feveral  editions,  and  was 
franflated  into  foreign  languages, 
and  much  admired.  In  this  per- 
formance is  one  of  thofe  predi^ons 
ef  an  approaching  revolution  in 
Europe,  which  are  to  be  found  in 
various  works  of  literature— but, 
as  M.  Tiflbt  thinks,  nowhere  with 
more  fagacity  and  exa<Elnefs.  "  The 
univerfal  fpread  of  light  and  philo- 
fophy,  the  vices  demonflrated  in 
the  exifHng  mode  of  thinking,  the 
attacks  on  received  prejudices,  all 
fiiew  a  boldnefs  in  opinion  which 
announces  a  revolution  ;  and  this 
revolution  will  be  happy  if  it  be 
directed  by  political  wiidom  and 
fubmiflion  to  the  laws  of  the  flate :. 
but,  fhould  it  degenerate  into  cri- 
minal audacit}',  it  will  coil  to  fome 
their  property,  to  others  their  li- 
berty, to  many  their  life." 

Notwhhflanding  a  copious  medi- 
cal pradlicc,  now  extended  by  many 
foreign  confultations,  and  the  liter- 
ary employment  of  his  le»fure,  Zim- 
merman's difcontent  with  his  fitua- 
tion  was  fuch,  that  his  friends,  and 
particularly  his  prefent  biographer, 
made  various  efforts  to  procure  him 
a  new  cftablifliment ;  none  of  wliich 
were  as  yet  fuccefsful.    It  appears, 


indeed,  that  his  own  irrefolution, 
and  a  kind  of  timidity  which  always 
adhered  to  him,  were  the  principal 
obflacles  in  fome  infbances.  Mean- 
time, however,  he  did  not  ccafc  to 
lay  the  folid  foundations  of  piofc 
extoaiive  fame  by  profeffional  writ- 
ings.  An  epidemic  fever^  which 
reigned  in  Switzerland  in  the  yean 
1763,  4,  and  5,  and  which  in  the 
latter  year  changed  to  a  dyfenten', 
furni filed  him  with  a  copious  fiore 
of  obfervations,  and  produced  his 
Treatife  on  the  Dyfentery,  which 
gained  him  great  reputation.  This 
was  the  laft  confiderable  medical 
work  that  he  compofed,  though  he 
continued  to  write  fhort  pieces  on 
occasional  topics.  It  (hould  not 
be  omitted  that  his  cordial  friend, 
M.  Tiflbt,  by  addreifing  to  him  his 
own  letters  on  the  prevailing  epi- 
demic, contributed  to  extend  nis 
profeffional  fame.  At  length,  the 
vacant  pofk  of  Phyfician  Co  the 
King  of  England  at  Hanover,  which 
had  been  offered  to  M.  Tiflbt,  was 
by  his  intercft  procured  for  Zim- 
merman ;  and  being  accepted,  he 
removed  to  Hanover  in  1768. 

This  new  iituation,  however,  was 
far  from  producing  the  acceliion  of 
happinefs  which  was  expected  from 
it 

A  few  days  after  his  arrival,  he 
loft  the  lord  of  the  regency  who 
was  moft  attached  to  mm.  The 
diforder,  of  which  he  firft  felt  the 
commencement  while  he  refided 
at  finig  ^,  conftantly  increafed, 
and  was  accompanied  with  acute 
pains,  which  fometimes  rendered 
irkfome  the  execution  of  his  duty. 
The  jealoufy  of  a  colleague,  now 
dead,  caufed  him  a  numt>er  of  thofe 
(light  ^irritations  which  he  woul${[ 


*  This  appears  to  have  been  a  fpecies  of  henua. 
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Bot  have  felt  when  in  heahh,  but 
which  the  ftatc  of  his  nerves  now 
rendered      almofl     infupportable. 
Some  perfons  thought  he  would  do 
any  thing  to  conciliate  their  good- 
will, and  would  have  had  him  every 
moment   with  them.     "Women 
who  drank  coffee  with  George  11. 
perfuade  themfelves  that  I  ought 
to  be  at  their  command,  as  I  ihould 
have  been  at  his/*    They  would 
have  made  him  their  flave;  and  this 
was  a  part  not  adapted  for  him. 
He  knew  that  it  was  for  the  difeafe, 
not  the  patient,   to  regulate   the 
number  and  the  hours  of  a  phyiici- 
an's  vifits ;  and  he  always  a6led  on 
this  principle  J    but    the  perfons 
whofe  caprices  he  thwarted  did  not 
take  pains  to  make  his  abode  agree- 
able.     The  health  of  his   wife, 
which  always  determined  his  own, 
declined  rapidly ;  while  that  of  his 
children,  which  had  never  been 
ftrong,  did  not  become  fo.    Luck- 
ily, the  public  confidence  foon  forc- 
ed him  to  a  continued  occupation, 
which  is  the  fureft  refource  againfl 
aneafinefs.     His  patients  in  Han- 
over,  confultations   from   all   the 
north,  and  patients  who  themfelves 
came  to  confult  him,  at  length  dif- 
pelled  his  melancholy. 

In  1770,  he  had  the  mi^ortune 
of  loling  his  wife;  a  deprivation 
which  touched  him  mod  fenfibly  j 
and  at  the  fame  time  his  own  com- 
plaint grew  worfe.  His  friend  Tif- 
lot  advifed  him  to  feek  the  belt 
chirurgical  affiltance,  and  perfuaded 
him,  in  1771,  to  go  to  Berlin  and 
put  himfelf  under  the  care  of  the 
celebrated  Meckel.  He  was  re- 
ceived into  this  furgeon's  houfe  ; 
and  an  operation  was  performed 
which  fucceeded.  The  time  of  his 
convalefcence  'A'as  one  of  the  moft 
agreeable  in  his  life.    He  made  a 


number  of  acquaintances  among 
diflinguifhed  chara6lers  at  Berlin, 
was  prefented  to  the  king,  and  was- 
honoured  with  particular  notice 
from  him.  His  reception  on  his 
return  to  Hanover  was  equally 
pleaiing.  He  now  again  plunged 
into  bufinefs,  and  again  domeilio 
and  profeilional  cares  brought  on 
hypochondriacal  complaints.  In 
1775,  by  way  of  vacation,  he  made 
a  journey  to  Laufanne,  where  ha 
daughter  was  placed  for  education, 
and  paiTed  five  weeks  with  M* 
TifTot. 

M.  Zimmerman  was  unhappy  m 
the  fate  of  his  children.  His  ami- 
able daughter,  whom  he  moft  ten- 
derly loved,  fell  into  a  lingering 
malady  iibon  after  /he  had  left  Lau-^ 
fanne,  which  continued  five  years, 
and  then  carried  her  off ;— while 
his  fon,  who  was  from  infancy 
troubled  with  an  acrid  humour, 
after  various  viciiiitudes  of  nervous 
affedions,  fettled  in  perfeft  idiocy  ; 
in  which  flate  he  has  now  remained 
twenty  years.  To  alleviate  thefe 
diflrcfles,  a  fecond  marriage  pro- 
perly occurred  to  the  minds  of  his 
friends,  and  they  chofe  for  him 
a  moil  fuitable  companion,  in  the 
daughter  of  M.  de  Berger,  king's 
phyfician  at  Lunenburg.  The 
union  took  place  in  1782,  and 
proved  the  greateft  charm  and  fup- 
port  of  all  his  remaining  life.  His 
lady  was  thirty  years  younger  than 
him,  but  Ihe  perfectly  accommo- 
dated herfclf  to  his  tafte,  and  in- 
duced him  to  cultivate  fociety 
abroad  and  at  home  more  than  he 
had  hitherto  done.  About  this 
time,  he  employed  himfelf  in  com- 
pleting his  favourite  work  on  Soli- 
tude ;  which,  at  the  dillance  of 
thirty  years  from  the  publication  of 
th^  firft  eflay  on  the  fubjedl,  ap- 
peared 
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peared  in  its  new  fonn  in  the  years 
n34and  1786,  in  4  vols.  His  ideas 
of  foUtude  had  probably  been 
foftened  by  (o  long  an  intercourfc 
vith  the  world;  and  as  he  novfl^ 
defined  it  "  that  ftate  of  the  foul 
Jn  which  it  abandons  itfelf  freely 
to  its  reflexions,"  it  was  not  necef- 
fary  to  become  either  a  monk  or 
an  anchorite  in  order  to  partake  of 
its  benefits.  Had  it  not  been  pre- 
fented  under  fo  accommodating  a 
form,  a  philofopber  might  have 
fmiled  at  the  circumflance  of  a  re- 
commendation of  fol'tude  from  a 
court-phyfician,  becoming  the  fe- 
vouritc  work  of  one  of  the  mofl 
fplendid  and  ambitious  of  crowned 
heads.  ,The  Emprefs  of  Rufixa 
fent  her  exprefs  thanks  to  the  au- 
thor for  the  pleafurc  which  fhc  had 
derived  from  the  work,  accompa- 
nied with  a  magnificent  prefent, 
and  commenced  with  him  a  regu- 
lar correfpondence,  which  fubfiftcd 
with  great  freedom  on  her  part  till 
1792;  when  the  fuddenly  dropped 
it.  She  alfo  gave  him  an  invitation 
to  fettle  at  Peteriburgh  as  her  firit 
phyfician ;  and,  on  his  declining  the 
offer,  (he  requciled  his  recommen- 
dation of  medical  practitioners  for 
her  towns  and  armies,  and  confer- 
red on  him  the  Order  of  Wlado- 
mir. 

One  of  the  mod  diflinguiflied 
incidents  of  his  life  was  the  fum- 
mons  which  he  received  to  attend 
the  gi-eat  Frederic  in  his  laft  illnefs, 
in  1786.  It  was  at  once  evident 
that  there  was  no  room  for  the  ex« 
ercife  of  his  medical  fkill:  but  he 
improved  the  opportunity  which 
he  thus  enjoyed  or  confidential  in- 
lercourfe  with  that  illuftrious  cha- 
ncer, whofe  mental  faculties  were 
pre-eminent  to  the  lafl ;  and  he 
derived  from  it  the  matexials  of  9a 


« 


interefting  narrative,  whicli  he  af- 
terward publifhed.     The  partiality 
of  this  prince  in  his  favour  naturatly 
difpofed  him  to  a  reciprocal  good 
opmion  of  the  monarch;    and  in 
1788  he  publifhed  a   Defence  of 
Frederic   the    Great    againft    the 
Count   de  Mirabeau ;    which,    in 
1790,  was  followed  by  Fragmems 
on  Frederic  the  Great,  in  3  vols. 
I2mo.     All  his  publications,  rela- 
tive to  this  king,  gave  offence  to 
many    individuals,    and    fubje^led 
him  to  fevere  criticifm  ;  which  he 
felt  with  far  more  fenfibilily  than 
confifled  witli  his  peace  of  mind. 
His  religious  and  political  opinions 
likewife,  in  his  latter  years,  begao 
to  be  in  wide  contradi6kion  with 
the  principles  that  were  affiduoufly 
propagated  all  over  Europe ;   anS 
this  added  perpetual  fuel   to  his 
irritability.      The  Society  of  the 
Illuminated,  coalefced  with  that  of 
Free  Mafons,  rofe  about  this  time 
in  Germany,  and  excited  the  moil 
violent  commotions  among  men  of 
letters  and  reflexion.    It  was  fup- 
pofed  to  have  in  view  nothing  leia 
than  the  abolition  of  chrifUanity, 
and  the  fubverfion  of  all  conflitut-* 
ed  authorities;  and  while  its  par- 
tizans  expelled  from  it  the  moit 
beneficial  reforms  of  every  kind, 
its  opponents  dreaded  from  it  every 
mifchief  that  could  pofiibly  happen 
to  mankind.     Zimmerman,  who  is 
rcprefented  by  his  firiend  as  a  hun- 
ter of  fe6h,   was  among  the  firil 
who  took  alarm  at  this  rormidable 
aflbciation.     His  regard  for  religion 
and  focial  order,  and  perhaps  his 
connexions  with  crowned  heads, 
caufed  him  to  fee  in  the  moil  ob- 
noxious light  all  the  principles  of 
thefe  new  philofopher^.     He  at« 
tacked  them  with  vigour,  formed 
oouater  ^aibciationa  with  c4lier  atta 
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Wf  lettdp^  ADcl  af  length  took  a  Aep 
^hich  -i^e  leave  hi*  friends  to  juf- 
tify,«^hat  of  addfcffing  to  the  Em- 
peror Leopold  a  memoir,  painting 
in  the  ft/ongeft  colouring  the  per- 
nicious maxims  of  the  feA,  and 
fug^efting  the  means  of  fupprelT- 
ing  It ;  means  which  we  underftand 
to  have  depended  on  the  decifive 
interference    of    civil    authority, 
Leopold,  who  was  well  inclined  to 
fuch  meafnres,  received  his  memoir 
very  gracioufly,  and  fent  him  a  let- 
ter and  (blendid  prefent  in  return : 
but  his  death,  foon  afterward,  de- 
prived the  caufe  of  its  moft  power- 
ful, protestor.      M.   Zimmerman, 
however,  in  conjundion  with  M. 
Hoffman  of  Vienna,  who  had  in- 
ftituted  a  periodical  work  on  the 
old  principles,  did  not  relax  in  their 
*eal.     They  attacked  and  were  at- 
tacked in  turn;  and  Zimmerman, 
Unfortunately,   embroiled    himfelf 
with  the  courts  of  law  by  a  paper 
publiAied    in    l4ofFman's   journal, 
mtitled  **  The  Baron  de  Knigge  un- 
mafkedasan  illuminate,  democrat, 
and  feducer  of  the  people."  As  this 
charge  was  in  part  founded  on  'a 
work  not, openly  avowed  by  the 
Baron,    a   procefs    was  inftituted 
againft  Zimmerman  as  a  libeller, 
and  he  was  .unable  to  exculpate 
himfelf.     This  ftate  of  warfare  may 
well  be  imagined  to  be  extremely 
unfriendly  to  aa  irritable  fyftcm  of 
nerves ;  and   the  agitation  of  the. 
Doctor's  mind  was  farther  increafed 
by  his  perfonal  fears  on  the  approach 
of  the  French  towards  the  eledor- 
ate  of  Hanover,  in  1794,     The  idea 
of  becoming  a  poor  emigrant  per- 
petually haunted  him ;   nor  could 
the  negotiation  that  fecured    the 
country  reftore  him  to  tranquillity. 
From  the  month  of  November 


he  had  loft  ileep,  appetite,  ftrcngtlv 
and  flelh.  This  ftate  of  decline 
continually  advanced.  In  Tamiary 
he  ftill  paid  forae  vifits  in  his  car- 
riage, but  often  fainted  at  the  top 
of  the  ftaircafe.  Writing  a  recipe 
was  a  labour  to  him ;  he  complain- 
ed fometimes  of  confufion  in  his 
head,  and  at  length  quitted  all  bufi- 
nefs.  This  was  at  firft  deemed  aa 
hypochondriac  fancy,  but  it  was 
foon  perceived  that  a  fettled  me-' 
lancholy  did  not  permit  him  lon^ 
to  follow  the  tram  of  his  ideas. 
That  happened  to  him  which  has 
happened  to  fo  many  men  of  ge- 
niiis :  one  ftrong  idea  obtained  the 
afcendancy  over  all  the  reft,  and 
fubdued  the  foul,  which  was  unable 
to  remove  it  out  of  fight.  Preferv- 
ing  all  his  prefence  of  mind,  and 
the  clearneis  of  his  conceptions  on 
alt  other  objects,  but  no  longer 
chufing  to  occupy  himfelf  with 
them,  incapable  of  all  labour,  and 
not  giving  even  his  advice  without 
difHcuity,  he  continually  faw  the 
enemy  plundering  his  houfe,  as 
Pafchal  always  faw  a  globe  of  (m 
at  his  fide ;  Bonnet,  an  honeft  man 
robbing  him ;  andSpinello,  the  De- 
vil ftanding  oppofite  to  him.  He 
ufed  fome  remedies,  and  took  a 
journey ;  but  all  to  no  purpofe.  He 
re-entered  his  houfe  with  the  fame 
idea  with  which  he  had  Quitted  it; 
perfuaded  himfelf  that  lie  (aw  it 
pillaged ;  and  fancied  that  he  wa^ 
entirely  ruined. 

This  notion  imprefTed  him  fo 
fh-ongly,  that  his  abftinence  from 
food  at  laft  was  partly  attributed  to 
his  fear  of  ooverty.  He  was  wont 
away  to  a  (Keleton,  became  decre* 
pid,  and  at  iixty-fix  died  of  old 
age.  He  expired  Odtober  7th^ 
1795. 
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Anecdvtes  rf  Baron  Btm^  the  cekk^ateJ 
Bohemian  Chymifi, 

From   Tfnvnfon's  Travels  in  Hungary^ 
^to,fi,  410. 

THE  Baron  was  born  at  Carlf- 
burg  in  Tranfylvania,  of  a 
noble  family,  came  early  in  life  to 
Vienna,  and  uudied  under  the  Jefu* 
its;  who,  no  doubt,  perceiving  in 
him  more  than  common  abilities,  and 
that  he  would  one  day  be  an  honour 
to  their  order,  prevailed  on  him  to 
enter  into  it ;  but  of  this  fociety  he 
was  a  member  only  for  about  a  year 
and  a  half.  He  then  left  Vienna 
and  went  to  Prague,  where,  as  it  is 
the  cuftom  in  Germany,  he  (ludied 
the  law.  As  foon  as  he  had  com- 
pleted his  ftudies,  he  made  a  tour 
through  a  part  of  Germany,  Hol- 
land, the  Netherlands,  and  France ; 
and  returning  to  Prague,  he  engag- 
ed  in  the  ftudies  of  natural  hiflory, 
mining,  and  their  conneded  branch- 
es ;  and  in  1770  he  was  received  in- 
to the  department  of  the  mines  and 
mint  at  Prague.  As  wc  learn  from 
his  letters,  this  year  he  made  a  tour, 
and  vidted  the  princijpal  mines  of 
Hungary  and  Traniylvania,  and 
during  it  kept  up  a  correfpondence 
with  me  celebrated  Ferber,  who  in 
1774  publiihed  his  letters.  It  was 
in  this  tour  that  he  fo  nearly  loft  his 
life,  and  where  he  was  ftnick  with 
that  difeafe  which  embittered  the 
reft  of  his  days,  and  which  was  only 
renderexl  fupportable  by  a  ftrong 
philofophic  mind  and  aoive  difpo- 
fition. 

It  was  at  Felfo-Banya  where  he 
met  with  this  misfortune,  as  appean 
from  his  eighteenth  letter  to  Mr. 
Ferber.  He  defcended  here  into  a 
mine  where  fire  was  ufed  to  detach 
the  ore,  to  obferve  the  efficacy  of 
this  means,  too  foon  after  the  fire 


had  been.  eitinyiKlinrft  <nd  wtOtt 
the  mine  was  niU  of  .frfbttcal  va- 
pours rsdfed  by  tbe  beat.  ^  My  long 
iilence,"  &ys  he  to  hb  friend  Fer- 
ber,  ^  18  the  confequence  of  an  vn* 
lucky  accident,  which  had  almoft 
coft  me  my  life.  I  ddbended  the 
great  mine  to  fee  the  manner  of 
applying  the  fire,  and  its  cSbAs  on 
the  mine,  when  die  fire  was  hanOy 
extind,  and  the  mine  was  fiiU  of 
fmoke."  How  greatly  he  fuffered 
in  his  health  by  this  accident  ap- 
pears firom  his  letter  which  we  men- 
tioned when  we  fpoke  of  Tokay ; 
where  it  will  be  remembered  he 
complained  that  he  amid  hardly 
bear  the  motion  of  his  carriage. 
Upon  this  misfortune  he  haftened 
to  Vienna.  After  this  he  was  ap- 
pointed at  Prague  counfelbr  of  the 
mines.  In  1771  he  publiihed  a 
fmall  work  of  the  Jefuit  Poda,  on 
the  machinery  ufed  about  mines; 
and  the  nextyear  his  Utkaftk^laemm 
Bmrmtiomm.  Thb  is  the  calaloffu^ 
of  his  coUedion  6i  foffils  whi<^ 
he  afterwards  difpofed  of  to  the 
Honourable  Mr.'  Greville.  This 
work  drew  on  him  the  attention  of 
mineralogifts,  and  bnnieht  him  in- 
to correfpondence  with  Uie  fiifi  men 
in  this  hne.  He  was  now  nude  a 
member  of  the  Royal  Societies  of 
Stockholm,  Vienna,  and  Padoa; 
and  in  1774  the  &me  honour  was 
conferred  on  him  by  the  Royal  So- 
ciety of  London. 

During  hisreCkience  in  Bohemia, 
he  did  not  apply  himfelf  to  the  bu- 
finefs  of  his  charge  alone ;  but  his 
a£Uve  difpofition  induced  him  to 
feek  for  opportunities  of  extending 
knowledge,  and  of  being  ufefiil  to 
the  worQ.  He  took  a  part  in  the 
work  entitled  Fmrtrmts  rfthe  Ltmned 
Mem  and  Artlfts  ^Bohemia  and  Mara^ 
via.    He  was  Ukewife  concerned  in 
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tEbe  A  Am  Lkerma  Boiemue  €sf  M^a- 
^<r ;  and  the  editor  of  the  latter 
publicly  acknowledges  in  the  pre- 
face to  it,  how  much  Bohemian  li- 
terature Is  indebted  to  him.    Pi;;igue 
and  Vienna  were  both  without  a 
public  cabinet  for  the  ufe  of  the 
(hidents :  it  was  at  his  infiigation 
that  government  was  induced  to 
fonn  one  j  and  he  himlelf  aififled  by 
his  contributions  and  his  labours^ 
In  1775  he  laid  the  foundation  of  a 
literary  ibciety  \  which  published  fe- 
verai  voiumeB,  under  the  title  of 
Memoirs  tfa  J^rhfOte  Seeietjf  cm  Bohemim^ 
His  lame  reaching  the  Emprefs 
Mary  Thereia,  in  1776  fhe  called 
him  to  Vienna  to  arrange  and  de-/ 
fcribe  the  imperial  colieaion ;  and 
about  two  years  after,  he  publiihed 
the  fplendid  work  containing  the 
Conchblogy :  in  the  execution  of 
this,  I  befieve  he  had  fome  affift- 
ance.    The  £mprefs  defrayed  the 
expences  for  a  certain  number  of 
copies.     On  the  death  of  this  pa- 
tron the  work  was  difcontinued,  her 
fucceflbr,  the  £mperor  Jofepli,  not 
favouring  the  undertaking.   He  had 
likewife  die  honour  of  infbruifting 
the  Archduchefs  Maria  Anna    in 
natural  hiflory,  who  was  partial  to 
this  entertaining  fhidy ;    and   he 
formed  and  arranged  £Dr  her  a  neat 
mufeum^    In  1 779  he  was  raifed  to 
the  office  of  Adual  Counfellor  of 
the  Court  Chamber,  in  the  depart- 
ment of  the  mines  and  mint.    This 
office  detained  him  coniUntly  in 
Vienna,  and  engaged  the  chief  part 
of  his  time. 

The  Gonfequetices  of  his  misfor^ 
tane  at  Felfo-Banya  began  now  to 
he  fck  in  the  fcvcreft  manner;  he 
^as  attacked  with  the  mod  excru- 
ciating colics,  which  rofe  to  fuch  a 
degree  ^  t«  threaten  a  fpeedy  ter- 
tRioafion  of  his  Ufe  and  0UXcri#&< 
VouXXXiX- 


In  this  depth  of  torment  he  had  re« 
courfe  to  the  ufiial  calmer  of  bodily 
pain,  opium ;  and  a  large  portion  of 
this  being  placed  by  the  fide  of  him^ 
which  he  was  ordered  only  to  take 
in  fmall  dofes  ;-*-once  brovght  to 
deft>eration  through  the  intenfity 
of  his  pain,  he  fwallowed  it  at  one 
draught. '  This  brought  on  a  lethar- 
gy, which  lafied  four-and-twenty 
hours  (  but  when  he  awoke  he  was 
free  of  his  pains.  The  diforder 
now  attacked  his  len  and  feet,  par- 
ticularly his  right  Teg,  and  in  thi$ 
he  was  lame  for  the  reft  of  his  life. 
Sometimes  the  lamenefs  wasaccom* 
panied  by  pain,  fometimes  not. 
But  his  feet  by  degrees  withered^ 
and  he  was  obhged  to  fit  cm*  He,  or 
lean  upon  a  fopha ;  though  fome* 
times  lie  was  fo  well  as  to  be  abk( 
to  fit  upon  a  ftool,  but  not  to  more 
from  one  room  to  another  without 
aififfamce. 

His  free  and  aftive  genius  led 
him  to  intereft  himfeif  in  all  th« 
occurrences  of  the  times,  and  ta 
take  an  a6tive  part  in  all  the  inftitu-> 
tions  and  plains  for  enlightening 
and  reforming  mankind.  With 
thefe  benevolent  intentions,  ha 
formed  connedions  with  the  free 
mafons,  whofe  views  in  this  part  of 
tde  world  were  fomething  moro. 
than  eating  and  drinking,  as  may 
be  conje^rared  by  the  laws  and  re* 
gulations  made  againft  mafonry  by 
the  Emperor  Jofeph.  Under  The* 
refa,  this  order  was  obliged  to  keep 
itfelf  very  fecret  in  Auftria ;  but 
Jofeph,  on  his  coming  to  the  throne^ 
tolerated  it(  and  the  Baron  founded 
in  the  Auftrian  metropolis  a  lodge 
calkd  the  True  Concord.  This 
was  no  card  club,  or  afibciation  for 
eating  and  drinking,  where  the  lead- 
ing members  were  chofen  by  their 
capacity  for  taking  in  foUd$  and  li* 
Bb  quids, 
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quids,  and  where  a  good  foHg  was 
confidercd  as  a  firft  rate  quaUfica- 
(ton  ;  but  a  fociety  of  learned  men, 
whofe  lodge  was  a  place  of  rendez- 
vous for  the  literati  of  the  capiul. 

No  doubt  the  obftacles  thefe  gen* 
Semen  would  find  to  the  progrcfs 
of  fcienceand  ufefiil  knowledge,  in 
the  church  hierarchy,  and  in  the 
cabals  of  courtiers,  would  draw  their 
attention  to  political  fubjefts ;  and 
fubjeifh  were  really  difcufled  here 
which  the  church  had  forbid"  to  be 
ipokenof,and  which  the  government 
muft  have  wilhcd  not  to  be  thought 
of.  At  their  meetines,  diflertations 
on  fomc  iubjcd  of  hiftory,  ethics, or 
moral  philofophr,  were  read  bv  the 
membera;  and  commonly  (ome- 
thing  on  the  hiflory  of  ancient  and 
modem  myfteries,  and  fecret  focie- 
ties.  Thefewerc  afteni^ards  piib- 
liflied  in  the  Diary  for  Free  Ma- 
fons.  for  the  ufc  of  the  initiated, 
ahd  not  for  public  file.  In  the 
winter  they  met  occafionallv,  and 
beld  more  public  difcourfes,  to 
which  the  members  of  the  other 
lodges  were  allowed  accefs.  As 
jnoft  of  the  learned  of  Vienna  be- 
longed to  this  lodge,  it  was  very  na- 
tural to  fuppofe  that  many  of  the 
difTcrtations  read  here  were  not 
quite  within  the  limits  of  the  origi- 
nal plan  of  the  focietv.  It  was 
thefe  diflcrtationg,  i  believe,  which 
gave  rife  to  another  periodical  work, 
entitled,  Phjjjficnllfche  Atbeitcn  tiercin' 
traehigen  Vreumie  in  fVitity  which  was 
continued  for  fome  time  by  the 
Bo-on  and  his  brother  mafons.  lie 
»'as  likewife  a^ftive  in  extirpating 
fuperftitionS  of  various  kinds  Which 
had  crept  into  the  other  lodges,  and ' 
equally  zealous  in  giviir^^  to  thefe 
focieties  fuch  an  organization  as 
mx^hi  render  them  ufeful  4o  the 


The  Baroft,  atid  tattaf' olkdrs^ 

his  lodge,  belonged  to  tbe  ibdety  o^ 
the  lUuminated.  This  was  no  dif- 
honour  to  him :  the  views  of  this 
order,  at  leaft  at  fipft,  ieen  to  have 
been  commendable ;  they  were  the 
improvement  of  mankind^  not  the 
deftnidSon  of  fodety.  Bwfkk  infix- 
tutions  are  only  ufefiil  or  dnge* 
rous,  and  to  be  approved  of  or  oon« 
demned,  according  to  the  Hate  of 
fodety;  and  this  was  before  ths 
French  revolution,  and  in  a  cdtm* 
try  lefs  enlightened  than  aimoft  any 
other  part  of  Germany.  So  aea- 
lous  a  friend  was  he  to  them,  that 
when  the  Elector  of  Bavaria  order- 
ed all  thoffe  in  his  fervice  to  quit 
this  order,  he  was  fo  di^Ieaied  itai 
he  returned  the  academy  of  Munich 
the  diploma  they  had  fent  him  on 
their  receiving  him  omonfft  them, 
publidy  avowed  his  attadiment  to 
the  onkr,  and  thought  it  proper  to 
break  off  ail  further  connedion  with 
Bavaria  as  a  member  of  its  literary 
fociety.  The  free  maibns  did  not 
long  retain  the  patronage  of  their 
fovereign  :  the  Emperor  Jof:2ph 
foon  b^:2me  jealous  of  their  influ- 
ence, and  put  them  under  fudi  re« 
ihi^ions,  and  clogged  them  witk- 
fuch  incumbrances,  as  to  amount 
aimoft  to  a  prohibition ;  and  as  fuch 
they  (^Qd,  for  the  fodety  found  itr 
necefliuy  to  diilblve. 

What  raifed  the^  Baron  To  high 
in  the  public  opinion,  war  his  know- 
ledge of  mineralogy,  and  hb  fuc- 
cefsfiil  experiments  in  meUUmgy^ 
and  'principally  in  the  prooefs  of 
amalgamafion.  Theufe  ofqnickfil- 
ver  in  extra6Hng  the  noble  metab 
from  thdr  ores,  was  not  a  difcovery 
of  the  Baron's,  nor  of  tbe  century 
in  which  he  lived ;  yet  he  extende<i 
fo  £u-  its  application  in  netalhnrgy^ 
as  to  ibnn  a  briliiaat  epoch  in  thla 
,  moft 
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Hmft  important  art.  After  he  had 
^t  great  expence  made  many  pri- 
vate experiments,  and  was  convinc- 
ted  of  4the  ulitity  of  his  method,  he 
had  before  the  Emperor  an  account 
0f  his  difcovery ;  who  gave  Orders 
thai  a  deciiive  experiment  on  a  large 
quantity  of  ore  ihouki  be  made  at 
^Schemnitz  in  )f  ungary*.  To  fee 
this,  he  invited  many  of  tlie  moft 
krelebrated  chymifts  and  metallur- 
^ftsof  Eorop^)  and  Ferber,  Elhu* 
jer^  Charpentier,  Trebra^Poda,  and 
tnany  more  were  prefent,  and  ap» 
proved  of  his  invention.    On  this 

feoefal  approbation,  he  piiblifiied, 
y  order  of  the  Emperor,  his  Trea- 
9ij^  m  ike  Pnctfs  ff  jtmaigamaimy 
with  a  great  many  engravings  of 
the  requiiite  inftruments  and  ma«- 
•hineiy.  To  fuppofe  that  his  fuc* 
eels,  whUft  it  brought  him  fame  and 
emolument,  did  not  draw  upon  him 
the  envy  and  iH-wiU  of  many  of  his 
brother  metailurfriils  and  aifociates 
in  office,  would  fliow  a  great  igno- 
nnce  of  what  is  daily  paiGnfi;  in 
common  life.  Envy  has  its  mare 
«ven  in  maintaining  order  in  foci- 
cty  t  it  is  this  which  tends  to  keep' 
the  great  from  riiine  higher,  whilft 
«  contrary  paffion  Ims  up  the  little^ 
or  prevents  them  from  falling  fijll 
lower. 

Though  great  cabala  were  raifed 
cgainil  him,  and  againft  the  intro* 
du^ion  of  his  method,  yet  the  ad- 
^rantages  of  it  in  many  cafes  were 
fo  very  evident,  that  the  Emperor 
ordereid  it  to  be  ufed  in  his  Hunga- 
rian mines;  and,  as  a  recompenie 
for  his  difcovery,  gave  him  for  ten 
years  the  third  [wut  oi^  the  favings 
arinngirom  its  application,  and  four 
per  cent,  of  this  third  part  for  ihe 
next  twentv  years.  Even  thfe  did 
not  defend  him  from  being  harafled 
1^'  hi;  enemies ;  oUlacUs  were  iti}^ 


thrown  in  the  way  to  prevent  the 
introdu^ion  and  fuccefs  of  his  dif- 
covery, and  to  defraud  6im  of  hi^ 
well-earned  recompenfe. 

Though  he  fufrered  very  much 
in  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  yet  this 
did  not  jprcvent  him  from  continu- 
ing his  literary  purfuits.  In  1790 
he  publifhed  his  Catalog  MethoJique 
fatftmni  of  the  coUcftion  of  follils  of 
Mifs  Raab,  which  had  been  chieflv- 
formed  by  his  donations.  Thu 
worli,  elegantly  printed  in  two  vo- 
lumes, was  well  received  by  thd 
public:-^ and  he  was  writing  the 
Fa/tt  lapxAdim^  and  a  mineralogical 
work,  when  death  put  an  end  to  hia 
ufeful  life,  and  to  his  fulFerings, 

Notwithlbinding  the  varied  ad^^ 
vice  of  his  phyficians,  his  difea^ 
continued.  '  In  fuch  a  fiate  quacks 
find  eaff  accefs  to  the  iSck.  Who  is 
not  tiieh  ready  to  feizc  the  noftmni 
ofthe  bold  pretender?  Oneof  thefi^ 
gave  him  a  deco^ion  which  ifooi^ 
calmed  his  fufiferings,  and  which  he 
was  alTured  would  cure  him  in  a,few 
weeks.  He  continued  the  ufe  of 
this  for  the  laft  five  months  of  his 
life :  it  really  diminifhed  his  pains  ( 
but  his  friends  obferved  that  his 
cheeriiilnefs,  which  hitherto  had  not 
left  him,  diminifhed  likewife,  and 
that  fpaims  often  attacked  his  up- 
per lunbs.  On  the  21  ft  of  July^ 
1791,  he  was  feized  with  fpafms  au4 
C:old;  the  former  foon  fubfided  oa 
fridiou,  but  he  loft  his  fpeech.  On 
the  fubfeqdent  days  he  had  difffe-. 
rent  attacks  till  the  28th,  when  he 
found  himfelf  better ;  but  he  was 
foon  attacked  a^in  with  fpafhis, 
and  in  thefe  he  expired. 

Bom  was  of  a  middle  fizc  and  de* 
Kcate  conftitution,  dark  complexion, 
black  hair,  and  larjge  black  tyt» 
brows.  Wit  and  fatire,  and  a  ^uick 
comprehenfioni  were  marked  in  his 
Bb;2  e/es; 
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eyes ;  and  lus  Urely  and  penetnting 
ffCDius  appeared  in  his  countenance. 
Befides  bebg  a  good  Latin  daffic, 
he  was  mailer  of  mofi  European 
lanzuaged  of  note,  and  pofleifed  a 
deal  of  general  information  nowiie 
conneded  with  tbofe  branches  of 
fcience  required  in  his  profeffion. 
He  was  a  great  wit  and  iatirifiy  and 
a  good  companion,  even  under  the 
fufferings  of  bodily  pain.  His  too 
liberal  and  unguarded  u(e  of  iatirc 
made  him  many  enemies.  In  his 
youthful  days  he  wrote  the  Siastj 
Ptriiche  for  the  amuferoent  of  his 
friends ;  this  was  afterwards  publifh- 
cd  -without  his  knowledge.  Bui 
nothing  fhows  more  his  bdent  for 
iatire  than  his  MmaehJ^ioj  which 
he  publifhed  in  1783,  juft  when  the 
Emperor  Jofeph  was  making  his 
reforms  in  the  church*  Inde^  at 
any  other  time  fuch  a  fevere  iatire 
on  the  monks  would  not  have  been 
permitted.  They  are  charaAerif- 
cdthus: 

**  Monachus. 
**  De/cri/uU,  —  Animal  avarum, 
fcetidum,  immundum,  iiticulofum, 
Sners,  inediam  potius  tolerans  quam 
laborem ;— vivunt  e  rapina  ic  quef* 
iu;  mundumfuitantumcaufiicrea* 
turn  efle  prsedicant;  coeunt  clan* 
deftine,  nuptias  non  celebrant,  fcs- 
iusexponunt;  inpropriamfpeciem 
IsBTiunt,  &  hoftem  ex  infidib  aggre- 
diuntur.  Vfus,  Terrae  pondus  in* 
Utile.  Frugcs  coqfumere  nati.*'— 
And  upon  5ie  order  of  Dominicans 
lie  fays— <<  Eximio  olfa^  poilet, 
Irinnm  &  hsercfin*  e  long^nquo  odo* 
rat.  Efuritfemperpc^yphaeus.  Ju« 
niores  fame  probantur.  veteraai, 
relegata  omni  cuta  &  occuisatione, 
guise  indulgent,  cibis  fucculentia 
^^tttriuatur,  joaolUter  pubant,  tepide 


quiefcont,  femBiun  pffutiahnnt,  « 
ex  fuis  diaHa  curant,  ut  efca  omnii 
in  adipem  tianfeat,  laidumqiie  adi- 
IMfcantur:  Iudc  abdomen  profixoai 
paffim  prrfeferunt;  feoes  Tentii- 
oofimajdme  arflimantur.  Yiigini* 
tatis  facrat  ofores  in  venerem  .vol* 
giyagam  proni  ruunt.  Generi  hii« 
mano  &  fana  ratiom  tnfeftiffiittf 
fpedci,  in  cujua  creatioiie  nonfe 
jaAavit  anftornatnrae." 

The  Archbiihop  of  Vienna  cmn- 
pkined  to  the  Emperor  againft  this 
work;  who rcpUed,  that  it  was  only 
the  idle  and  nfeleis  part  <^  the  fpi- 
ritual  order  which  was  attacked. 
This  was  feconded  by  fais  D^a^ 
Plgfi^kUii  and  tothisfiiooeededhir 
AtuumU  Mmacki.  He  wrote  like* 
wife  a  fatire  on  Father  Hell,  thff 
aftronomer,  by  publiihing  a  long 
Latin  advertifement,  fuU  of  irony, 
announcing  a  book  written  a^oft 
the  free  mafons,  in  the  name  of  thii 
learned  Jefuit. 

It  mufinot  be  forgotten,  that  his 
houfe  was  always  open  to  the  tn- 
veiling  literati  who  viiited  Vienna; 
and  that  unproteded  genius  was  al« 
ways  Cure  to  find  in  him  a  friend 
ana  patron.  He  carried  this  per- 
haps too  far,  fo  far  as  to  ruin  hb 
eftate :  probably  the  expedation  of 
receiving  a  large  income  fromfht 
amalgamation,  made  him  left  atten- 
tive to  occonomy  in  his  domeffis 
concern^ ;  though  I  believe  lus  ia- 
folvency  was  chiefly  owing  to  nfu- 
rers  and  money-lenders,  to  whom 
he  was  obliged  to  have  recourle  to 
carry  on  lus  expenfive  projccb, 
Tlurbugh  thefe,  though  his  patrimo* 
ny  was  very  confiderable,  he  died 
greatly  in  debt :  this  is  the  moic  to 
be  lamented,  as  he  left  a  wife  and 
two  daughters* 


f  Ai  beio^iBj^uifuorst 
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On  tie  Nmtmre  f  Ae  Dt4tntmd.     fy 
Smitk/m  Temumt^  Efq.  F.  R,  S. 

From  tie  PhihfohMaxl  Tranfaa'ms  if 
the  Royal  Society  tflmidm. 

SIR   I&ac  Newton  having  ob- 
ferved  that  infiammable  bodies 
had  a  greater  rcf raftion,  in  propor- 
tion to  their  denfity,  than  other 
bodies,  and  that  the  diamond  re- 
fembled  them    in  this    property, 
vas  induced   to   coiye£hirc    that 
the  diamond  was   of  an  inflam- 
mable nature.     The  inflammable 
fubftances    which    he    emplojred 
were,  camphire,  oil  of  turpentmc, 
oil  of  olives,  and  amber ;    thefe 
he  called  "  fet,  fulphureous,  un6hi- 
ous  bodies;"  and,  ufing  the  lame 
expreffion  refpefting  the  diamond, 
he  (ays,  it  is  probably  "  an  unftu- 
ous  body  coagulated."    This  re- 
markable conje6hire  of  Sir  Ifaac 
Newton  has  been  fince  confirmed 
by  repeated  experiments.    It  was 
foHncf  that,    though  the  diamond 
was  capable  of  reSfting  the  eifefe 
of  a  violent  heat  when  the  air  was 
carefully  excluded,  yet  that,   on 
being  expofed  to  the  action  of  heat 
and  air,  it  migiit  be  entirely  con- 
fumed.    But,  as  the  fole  objeft  of 
thefe  experiments  was  to  afcertain 
the  inflaaunable  nature  of  the  dia* 


mond,  no  attention  was  paid  to  the 
produas  afforded  by  its  combuftion  ; 
and  it  flill,  therefore,  remained  ta 
be  determined,  whether  the  dia- 
mond was  a  diftina  lubftance,  or 
one  of  the    known   inflammable 
bodies;  ifir  was  anjr attempt  mad© 
to  decide  this  queftion^  till  M.  La- 
Toifier,  in  1772,  undertook  a  ferica 
of  experiments  for  this  purpofe* 
He  expofed  the  diamond  to  th« 
heat  produced  by  a  large  lens,  and 
was  thus  enabled  to  burn  it  in  dole 
gMs-veflTels.       He  obferved,  that 
the  air  in  which  the  inflammation 
had  taken  place  had  become  partly 
foluble  in  water,  and  precipitated 
from  lime-water  a  white  powder, 
which  appeared  to  be  chalk,  being 
foluble  in  acids,  with  effervefcencc. 
As  M.  Lavoifler  fecm;s  to  have  had 
little  doubt  that  this  precipitatioa 
was  occafioned  by  the  produ£tioa 
of  fixed  «r,  iimilar  to  that  which  is 
afforded  by  calcareous  fubfbinces, 
he  might,  as  we  know  at  prefent, 
have   inferred   that   the  diamond 
contained  charcoal;  but  the  rela-. 
tion  between  that  fubfhmce  and 
fixed  air  was  then  too  imperfeftty 
underfiood  to  juftify  this  conclufion. 
Though  he  obferved  the    refem- 
bknce  of  charcoal  to  the  diamond, 
yet  h«  thought  that  nothing  more 
could  be  feafonably  deduced  from 
Bbg  .    tfieir 
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their  analogy,  tban  that  each  of  of  fixed  ak  which  mi^t  be  oMdn 

thofe  fubftances  bcloiieed  to  the  edfrom  a  given  wdght  of  diamonds, 

dafs  of  inflanunable  bodies.  two  mins  and  a  Inlf  of  iin^  dia- 

A%  the  nature  of  the  i^amond  is  monds  were  weighed  with^reat  ac- 

fo  extremely  fingular,  it  feemed  curacy,    and,  beinf  put  inlo  the 

defervine  of  farther  examination ;  tube,  with  a  ouarter  of  an  ounce  of 

and  it  wul  apf)ear,  from  the  follow-  nifrcf  were  kept  in  a  flfong  red 

ing  experiments,  that   it  confilb  heat  for  about  an  hoar  and  a  half. 

entirely  of  charcoal,  differing  from  The  heat  being  gradually  increafed, 

the  ufual  fhte  of  that  fubihmce  only  the  nitre  was  m  fome  degree  ren- 

hy  its  cryfUllized  form.    From  the  dered  alkaline  before  the  diamonds 


extreme  hardnefs  of  the  diamond, 
H  ftronger  degree  of  heat  is  required 
to  inflaune  it  when  eicpofed  merely 
to  sdr,  than  can  ea£ly  be  applied  in 


began  to  be  inflamed ;  by  which 
means  ahnoft  all  the  fixed  air  vat 
retained  bv  the  alkali  of  tiie  nitre. 
The  air  wnich  came  over  was  pro- 


clofe  vefleis,  except  by  means  of  a  duced  by  the  decompo^tion  of  the 

fcong  burning  lens ;  but  with  nitre  nitre,  and  contained  fo  little  fixed 

Its  combufHon  may  be  effeded  in  air  as  to  occafion  only  a  very  flight 

%  moderate  heat.    To  expofe  it  to  prccipHation  from  lime-water.  Af- 

ihe  action  of  heated  nitre,  free  fn>m  ter  the  tube  had  grown  cold,  the 

extraneous  matters,  I  procured  a  alksJine  matter  contained  'in  it  was 

tube  of  gold,  which,  by  having  one  diffblved  in  water,  and  the  whole 

«nd  clofed,  might  ferve  the  purpofe  of  the  diamond?  were  fonnd  to  have 


of  a  retort;  a  glafi  ti|be  being 
adapted  to  the  open  end,  for  coU 
le^^ing  the  air  produced.  To  be 
ceriain  that  the  gold  veflbl  was  per<^ 
ibaiy  clofed^  and  that  it  did  not 
contain  any  unperceivcd  impurities 
which  could  occafion  the  produ^on 
of  fixed  air,  fame  nitre  was  heated 
in  it  till  it  had  become  alkaline, 


been  deftrovcd...  As  an  acj^  would 
difengage  nitrons  air  from  this  fohi- 
tion,  as  well  as  the  fixed  air,  the 
quantity  of  the  latter  could  not,  in 
that  manner,  be  accnratehr  deter- 
mined, 'to  obviate  this  iacon- 
veniency,  the  fixed  air  was  made  to 
unite  with  calcareous  earth,  by 
into  the  alkaline  foiution 


in  It  till  It  naa  become  alluuuae,    pouring  into  tne  aiKaitne  loxunon 
and  afterwards  difiblved    out    by    a  fuflidcnt  quantity  ofafotunrtcd 


water;  but  the  folation  was  per 
fe<^ly  free  from  fixed  air,  as  it  did 
tkoi  affe6t  the  tranfparancy  of  lime* 
airater.  When  the  diamond  was 
defhx)yed  in  the  gold  veflel  by  ni- 
tre, Ihe  fubitance  which  remained 


foiution  of  marble  m  marine  add. 
The  vefTel  which  contained  them, 
being  clofed,  .was  left  undifhirbcd 
till  the  precipitate  had  fallen  to  the 
bottom  ;  the  foiution  having  been 
previoufly  heated,  ,that  jt   might 


pretipitated  lime  from  I'me-water;    uibfide  more  perfe^ily.    The  dear 
and,  with  acids,  afibided  nitrous    liquor  being  found,' by  means  of 


und  fixed  eir(  arid  it  appeared  fole- 
4y  to  cottfifl  of  nitre,  partly  decom- 
-pofed,  and  of  aentcd  allrali. 

In  order  to  eiHmate  the  quantity 


fime- water,  to  l)e  quite  firee  from 
fixed  air,  was  carefully  poured  off 
from  the  calcaieous  preciptatc  ♦. 
The  veffel  which  was  tried  on  this 


^  I'^  much  v«at«r  had  remained,  a  coQGderidtle  pOTtien  of  the  fixedatrwonid  han 
beea  abforbcd  by  it.  But,  by  the  fame  method  as  that  dcfcribcd  above,!  obterred, 
that  as  much  fixed  air  mi(;ht  be  obtained  from  a  iblution  of  mineral  alkali*  aa  by 
addui^  an  acid  to  aa  e^ual  quantity  of  the  Dune  Kind  of  alkaU. 
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i  wits  a  ghiB  gIobe»  ktving  a 
tvJbc  annexed  to  it,  that  the  quan- 
tify of  the  fixed  air  mig^t  be  more 
accurately  meafured.  After  as 
inuch  qittckfilver  had  been  poured 
tnto^the  gl^fs  globe  containing  the 
calcareous  precipitate  as  was  necef- 
fary  to  fill  it,  it  was  inverted  in  a 
reflel  of  the  £une  fluid.  Some  ma- 
rine add  being  then  made  ta  pa& 
up  into  it,  the  nxed  air  was  expel- 
led from  the  calcareous  earth ;  and, 
in  this  experiment,  in  which  two 

Eiins  and  a  half  of  diamonds  had 
en  employed,  occupied  the  fpaoe 
of  little  more  than  10.1  ounces  of 
water. 

The  ten^)erature  of  the  room, 
when  the  air  was  meafuned,  was  at 
|;5^,  and  the  barometer  flood  at 
about  29.8  inches. 

From  another  experiment,  made 
in  a  £milar  manner,  with  one  grain 
and  a  half  of  diamonds,  the  air  which 
was  obtained  occupied  the  fpace  of 
€.18  ounces  of  water;  according 
to  which  proportion,  the  bulk  ^   On  the  AB'm  rf  Nlire  mfim  Gtdd  anst 


tismpoeatjaro  above  mentianed,  tq 
be  695  parts  of  a  grain.  If  we  re* 
duce  the  French  weights  and  mca- 
fores  to  £ngliih,  and  then  compute 
how  much  Axed  air,  according  t<y 
this  proportion,  two  grains  and  a 
half  of  charcoal  would  produce,  we 
fflaall  find'  that  it  ought  to  occupy 
very  nearly  the  bulk  of  10  ounccf 
of  water. 

-M.  Lavoifier  Teems  to  havfi 
thought  that  the  aerial  fluid,  pro« 
duced  by  the  combuflion  of  the 
diamond,  was  not  fo  foluble  In  wa- 
ter as  that  procured  from  calcareoua 
fubflances.  From  its  rcfcmblance^ 
however,  in  various  propertieajf 
hardly  any  doubt  could  remain  that 
it  confifled  of  the  fame  ingredients  i| 
and  I  found,  upon  Gombining  it 
with  lime,  and  expofing  it  to  heat 
with  phofphorus,  that  it  afforded 
charcoal,  in  the  fame  manner  as  any 
other  calcareous  fubfhmce. 


the  fixed  air  from  two  grains  and  a 
half  would  hare  been  equal  to  10.S 
ounces. 

The  quantity  of  fixed  air  which 
was  thus  produced  by  the  diamond, 
4oes  not  differ  much  from  that 
which,  according  to  M.  .Lavoifier, 
might  be  obtained  from  an  equal 
weight  of  charcoal.  In  the  me- 
^loirs  of  the  French  Academy  of 
Sciences  for  the  year  1781,  he  has 
fielaied  the  various  experiments 
^luch'  he  made  to  afcertain  the 
inopox^n  9/  charcoal  and  oxygen 
m  fixed  air.  Erom  thofe  which  he 
confidered  as  mpf^  accurate,  he  con- 
cluded, that  ibp,  parts  of  fixed  air 
Contain  nearly  28.  p^rts  of  charcoal, 
^nd  72.  of  oxygen."  He  eftimates 
the  weisht  of  a  cubic  inch  of  fixed 
idr,  ui^^r  the  prcfiiir^  and  in  the 


Plathta.     By  the  fame. 

from  tie   fhihfofiltkal  Traufachm  of 
the  Royal  Society  tf  London^ 

GOLD,  wluch  cannot  be  cal-. 
cined  by  expofure  to  heat 
and  air,  has  been  alfo  confidered  as 
incapable  of  being  affedlcd  by  nilre. 
But,  in  the  courle  of  fome  experi- 
ments on  the  diamond,  an  account 
of  which  has  been  communicated 
to  the  Royal  Society,  I  obferved^ 
that,  when  nitre  was  heated  in  a  tube 
of  gold,  and  the  diamond  was  not 
in  fofficient  quantity  to  fupply  the 
alkali  of  the  nitre  with  fixed  air,  a 
part  of  the  gold  was  diflblved.  From, 
this  obfervation,  \  was  induced  to 
^examine  more  particularly  the  ac- 
tion of  nitre  upon  gold,  as  well  as 
to  iCoquire  whether  it  would  pro* 
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duce  any  effeft  upon  filver  and 
pbitina. 

With  this  intention,  I  put  fome 
thin  peces  of  goM  into  the  tnbe, 
together  with  nitrct  and  e3q>ofed 
them  to  a  ftrong  red  heat  m  two 
<wr  three  hours*  After  the  tube 
was  taken  from  the  fire,  the  part  of 
the  nitre  which  remained,  confift« 
ing  of  cauftic  alkali  and  of  nitre 
partially  decompofed,  weighed  140 
grains ;  and  fixty  grains  of  the  gold 
were  found  to  have  been  dif&lv- 
ed.  Upon  the  addition  of  water, 
about  nfty  grains  of  the  gold 
were  precipitated,  in  the  form  of 
at  black  powder.  The  gold  which 
was  thus  precipitated  was  princi- 
pall^r  in  its  metallic  (late,  the  nreater 
portion  of  it  being  infolubie  in 
marine  acid.  The  remaining  gold, 
about  ten  grains  in  weight,  commu- 
nicated to  the  alkaline  foiution,  in 
which  it  was  retained,  a  li^ht  yeK 
low  colour.  By  dropping  mto  this 
foiution  diluted  vitriolic  or  nitrous 
acid,  it  became  at  firfl  of  a  deeper 
yellow ;  but,  if  viewed  by  the  tranf- 
mitted  light,  it  foon  appeared  green, 
and  afterwards  blue.  This  altera- 
tion of  the  colour,  from  yellow  to 
blue,  arifes  from  the  gradual  preci*- 
pitation  of  the  gold  in  its  metallic 

*  At  the  precipitation  of  gold  in  its  metallic  fonxi,  by  nitre  which  has  loft  fbint 
t>f  its  oxygen,  has  not,  I  believe,  been  noticed,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  mentioq 
fomedf  thofe  facts  relating  to  it  which,  fevm  mod  entitled  to  attention^  Nitre 
which  has  been  heated  fome  time,  precipitates  gold  in  its  metallic  fiate,  from  a  fo- 
Jntion  in  aqua  rtgia^  if  it  is  diluted  with  water.  If  a  foiution  of  gold  in  nitrous 
acid  is  dropped  into  pure  water^  the  calx  of  gold  is  feparated,  which  it  of  a  yellow 
colour;  but,  if  the  water  contains  a  very  fmall  portion  of  nitre  which  has  loft 
fome  of  its  air  by  heat  (as  one  grain  in  fix  ounces)  the  gold  is  deprited  of  its 
oxygen,  aad  becomes  blue.  The  alkali  of  the  nitre  does  not  afiift  i|i  produciag 
this  tStGt.  Nitrous  acid  alone,  which  does  notconutnits  full  proportion  at 
oxygen,  occafions  (he  fame  precipitation,  linlefs  it  is  very  firong:  and«  if  a  mix- 
ture of  fuch  ftrong  nitrous  acid,  and  of  a  foiution  of  gold  m  nitrous  acid,  it  dropped 
into  water,  the  gold  is  deprived  of  its  oxygen,  and  is  precipitated  of  a  bide  colonr. 
Two  caufes  contribute  to  produce  this  cfie£^  upon  the  addition  of  water,  Tha 
adhefion  of  the  calx  of  eold  to  nitrous  acid  is  by  that  means  weakened ;  and  the 
oxygen  is  attached  more  ftrongly  to  the  imperfe^lt  sutiouf  Bdd|  in  cooiequcBce  of 
ifaor  aitra^Uon  for  water  when  they  arc  united* 


farm,  winch,  bj  the  tranfinlttdl 
light,  is  of  a  blue  colour.  Though 
iSt  ^old  is  precipitated  from  tms 
foiution  in  its  metallic  form,  yd 
there  feems  to  be  no  doubt  tfaat^ 
while  it  remains  diilblved^  it  is  en- 
tirely in  die  ftate  of  calx.  Ite  pre- 
dpitation,  in  the  metallic  ibte,  is 
o^fioned  by  the  nitre  contained 
in  the  foiution,  which,  having  loft 
part  of  its  oxygen  by  heat,  appean 
to  be  capable  of  attra6ting  it  from 
the  calx  43i  gold ;  for  I  found  that 
if  the  calx  of  gold  is  diflblved,  by 
being  boiled  in  cauftic  alkali,  and 
a  fumcient  quantity  of  nitre,  which 
hah  loft  fome  of  its  air  by  heat,  ii 
mixed  with  it,  the  gold  is  predpi- 
tated  by  an  acid  In  its  roelauic 
ftate  <^. 

Having  found  that  idtre  would 
difiblve  gold,  I  tried  whether  it 
would  produce  any  eSe&  upon 
platina. 

It  has  been  formerly  obferred, 
that  the  grains  of  platina,  in  the 
impure  ftate  in  which  it  is  originally 
found,  might,  by  being  long  ncsited 
in  a  crucible  with  nitre,  be  reduced 
to  powder.  Lewis,  from  his  own 
experiments,  and  thofe  of  Margraaf, 
thought  that  the  iron  only  whidi 
is  contained  in  the  gruns  of  platina, 
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vr9s  corroded  b^  the  nitre.    But  by 
heating  nitre  with  fome  thin  pieces 
of  pure  platina,  in  acup  of  the  fame 
metal,  I  found  that  the  platina  was 
rafily  diiFolved ;  the  cup  oeing  much 
corroded,  and  the  thm  pieces  en- 
tirely deftrojed.    By  diffohring  the 
laline  matter  in  water,  the  greater 
|>art  o£the  platina  was  precipitate 
m  the  form  of  a  brown  powder. 
This  powder,  which  was  enti/ely 
foluble  in  marine  acid«  conii(tea  of 
the  calx  of  platina,  combined  with 
a  portion  ox  alkali,  which  could  not 
be  feparated  by  belne  boiled  in 
water.    The  platina,  which  was  re- 
tained by    the   albiline    fotution^ 
communicated  to  it  a  brown  yellow 
colour.    By  adding  an  acid  to  it,  a 
precipitate  was  formed,  which  con- 
£fted  of  the  calx  of  platina,  of  alkali, 
and  of   the  acid  which   was  em- 
ployed. 

Silver,  I  found  to  be  a  little  cor- 
roded by  nitre.  But,  as  its  a6Hon 
upon  that  metal  was  veiy  inconfi- 
derable,  it  did  not  appear  to  be  de- 
ferving  of  a  more  particular  ex- 
amination. 

0bfervatimu  and  Ex/ierimentf  ma^  tp 
detemune  thehmfanus  Qvcdities  tf 
J760te^  j^  ^AsfieU  Smithy  Efq. 
Member  of  tie  Society  fir  ti^  EneoU' 
ragement  (fArtSy  Clfr. 

FROM  the  fatal  -confequences 
which  enfue  to  animals  that 
breathe  atmofpheric  air  deprived  of 
\\%  oxygenous  principle,  or  that  re- 
ceive into  their  fiomachs  thofe  fub^ 
ibmoes  yvhich  contain  it  either  as 
their  bofe  or  as  a  principal  ingre- 
dient (under  fome  p^tipiUr  modi-» 
fication)  \i  appears  to  me  to  be  the 
deih-oying  prmeiple  in  all  thofe 
poifons  which  kill  the  animal,  by 
throwing  it  ii^to  convulpons;  and 
tjb^t  it  is  the  caufe  of  tiie  pheno- 


mena which  takes  place  In  many  of 
thofe  difeafes  to  which  mankind 
are  fubjeft,  oi*  that  it  is  the  caufe 
ofthedifeafditfelf.  The  following 
experiments  will  in  fome  meafure 
illuftrate  th^  foregoing  hypotheiis. 
It  is  known,  that  many  nibftancea 
taken  int^  the  cavity  of  the  (lomach 
(except  hi  a  very  confiderable  qu&n* 
tity)  ar6  not  noxious,  which  wheq 
throw^  into  the  circulating  fyilem^ 
even  in  the  very  fmalleft  quantities, 
caufe  the  animal  to  expire  in  vio<» 
lent  convuliions.  The  atmofpherio 
air  taken  into  the  ftomach  of  mai% 
or  other  animals,  caufes  violent  to* 
miting  (See  GofTe's  Experiments 
on  himfelf  and  other  animals) ;  but 
its  bafe,  when  injected  into  the 
circulating  fyftem,  is  inilantaneous 
death. 

EXPERIMENT   T. 

I  took  two  mice ;  one  I  caufed 
to  be  (hing  by  a  wafp,  which  was 
immediately  thrown  into  convul- 
iions,  and  expired  in  two  minutes  : 
into  an  incifion  made  into  the  mu£* 
cular  fubilance  of  the  other,  I  in* 
jeded  two  drops  of  the  nitrous  acid : 
it  feemed  to  operate  exactly  in  the 
iame  manner  as  the  fting  of  the 
wafp,  and  the  animal  expired  im« 
mediately.  On  opening  them, 
and  endeavouring  to  ftimulate  the 
mufcular  fubilance  of  their  hearts, 
I  found  it  had,  in  a  great  meafure, 
lofl  its  irritability.  Fontana  obferves, 
in  bis  book  upon  poifons,  that  the 
nitrous  acid  applied  to  the  mufcular 
fubilance  of  a  pigeon,  killed  it  im* 
mediately.  Cavendiih  and  Lavoi* 
iier  have  proved  by  experiments, 
that  the  azote  is  the  radical  princi* 
pie  of  the  nitrous  acid. 

-  EXPERIMENT   II. 

Having  taken  four  ft-ogs,  I  made 
incifions  iilto  the  mufcular  fubilance 
pf  three  of  tbea\ ;  into  one  I  in•^ 
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jeaedtwodroiMofaArongdee^oo  90m  inteSM^  wMch  dwayi  \^\mS 
tionof  tobacco;  into  the  feoond^  them ipfimediately |  aad  feemcd  t9 
I  injc^d  half  a  grain  of  the  folu-  a^  on  them  in  the  fam^  fBaaaer  as 
tion  of  qminoniac:  into  the  thirds  the  liecpdioa  of  the  pcnfonous 
I  inje^ied  the  tenth  part  of  a  graiii  plants  the  laurel,  tobacco,  opiiim^ 
of  opium  in  folution;  the  fourth  I  &c*  This  effeft  is  afioniihm^  m 
pauled  to  be  Aung  by  ^  enraged  thefe  anignifj,  whicl^  when  cut  into 
Wafp;  the  three  Sm  expired  in  the  pieces  with  the  knue,  fiiil  retaiia 
courfe  of  four  minutes ;  the  laft  in  Iht^ir  irritalnli^  for  maay  hours,  or 
lefs  than  feven  minutes.  Qn  open*    ^en  days, 

ing  them,  I  fdund  the  blood  in  the  AU  poifoaous  plants  with  wfaidi 
ventricles  of  the  heart  left  iorid  we  are  acquainted,  feem  to  ad  in  t2i« 
than  ufiml  ,*  and  the  muicular  fub-  fame  manner  when  inje6bed  into  ibm 
fiance,  on  the  application  of  zinc  circakting  fyfien^ef  animals;  jet. 
and  iUver,  in  a  great  meafure  to   Irom  the  nature  and  confirudioii  of 

the  ftomach  of  fbme  animals,  they 
f»e  eaten  with  impunity :  goats  u'iU 
ttjrow  fat  upon  euphorbiupo,    and 
fwine  upon  henban^    ice.     The 
Abbe  Fontana  has  (hewn  \iy  his  ex* 
pjeriments,  that  the,  pbifpn  of   the 
ticunas,  fuppofed  to  be  a  vegeb^Ie 
fubftance,  may  be  taken  into  the 
flomach,  to  the  quantity-  of  fotnc 
grains,  without  hurt :  yet  tbV  fmall* 
dk  quantity  taken  into  the  cirpulat* 
ing  fyfiem  is  infiantaneous  death. 
With  this  poifon   the  inhabitant^ 
of  the  banks  of  the  river  Amazon 
are  faid  to  f>oifon  th^ir  arrows.  Not 
1  took  four  ^oimg  puppies :  into    only  the  infpiflated  juice  of  poifon* 
the  jugular  vein  of  one,  I  injefted    •us  plants  is  ufed  by  favage  nationt 
four  drops  of  the  deco6Hon  of  white    to  poifon  their  arrows  and  dar^' 


have  loft  its  ifritability.  fiarthollet 
has  fliewa,  in  a  Memoir  of  tKp 
Academy  at  Paris,  that  1000  parts 
of  ammoniac,  by  decompofitibn, 
contains  807  parts  of  azote,  and 
193"  of  hydfogine.  The  fait  of 
tartar  tlirown  into  the  circ\ilating 
fvftem  of  a  cat,  in  the  finall  quan- 
tity of  a  quarter  of  a  grain,  kills 
like  the  ftroke  of  lightning.  Mr. 
Haflenfratz  has  fhewn  by  experi- 
ments, that  azote  enters  largely  into 
the  compofition  of  that  fubfiance. 

BXPE&IMENT  lie. 


hellebore;  into  tiic  fecond,  I  m- 
jefted  four  drops  of  the  digitalis ; 
into  the  third,  I  injected  one  grain 
t)f  the  fait  of  urine  diifolved  in 
vater;  the  fourth  I  caufcd  to  be 
fhing  by  two  wafps :  the  firft  died 
almoft  inftantancoufly ;  tlie  fecond 
«nd  third  in  lefs  than  five  minutes ; 
the  fourth  recovered  with  great  dif. 
.licult}',  and  feemcd  to  throw  off  the 
difcafe  by  foaming  at  the  mouth. 

SXP£B.IM£KT  JV. 

^'   1  caufed   a  waraber  of  earth- 
^rms  to  be  ftung  by  bees,  ants,  and 


but  it  is  known  that  putrid  flefh  is 
ufed  for  the  tame  putpofe,  and  firoia 
the  fame  principle,  ei^en  to  this  day. 
The  Athenians  ufed  the  water-hem- 
lock to  poifon  their  ftate  criminals  1 
the  executioner  defired  Socrates' 
not  to  talk  fo  much  to  his  fnends, 
as  it  would  pretent  the  poiibn  fron 
opoatih^  as  it  ihould  do.  (See  Fe-' 
(it's  Milcellaneons  Obferrations.) 
Phocion,  £ndii^  that  the  execu- 
tioner had  not  enough  of  poifon, 
gave  him  money  to  buy  UKxre,  ob*' 
lerving  facetiouily,  that  the  Athe- 
nians were  obligoi  even  to  pay  hi 
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Aeir  death.  (See  Plutarch's  lives.) 
The  celebrated  poiibnous  tree  of 
Java,  called  in  the  Malayan- tongue 
^  fiohun  Upas,r  by  givmg  out  3ii$ 
deftru^ve  principle  in  tiie  gafeous 
Slate,  may.  prove  i^tal  to  vegetation; 
pr  to  anixrals  which- come  too  near 
it.     Although  I  believe  the  tcrri- 
tAe  accounts  of  this  tree  have  been 
znuch  exaggerated  .by  traveHers  (See 
a  paper  in  the  Batavian  Society. at 
S^otterdam,  by  Dr.  HoUl ;  wherein 
lie  endeavours  to  confute  a  wery 
curious  account  of  the  Bohun  Upas, 
by  Foerch) ;  yet  this  is  in  fome  de- 
gree the  effdSt  of  poifonous  plants 
(mih  which  we  are  better  acquaint- 
^)  not  only  preventing  vegeta- 
tion, but  proving  fatal  to  animals 
which  happen  to  fall  afleep  under 
Iheir  fhade.     The  fen£tive  p4ant 
feems    evidently    affeded     when 
Ivonght.  near  fcmie  of  thefe  plants, 
tts  'alto  with  the  fumes  of  tobacco, 
and  the  volatile  alkali.    The  juice 
of  the  Upas  ferves,  when  infpSflated, 
to  poifon  the  arrows  of  the  natives 
wlKsre  it  grows  t  but  it  is  a  moft 
inelanchdly  inilniinent  in  the  hands 
of  their  tyrannic  princes. 

That  fome  vegetables  do.  not 
ooctain  azote  in  t^eir  compodtidn 
ia  certain ;  but  it  is  very  evident  la 
others,  as  in  many  of  the  genus  of 
Tytradinamia  of  Linnaeus.  . .  This 
may  be  felt  by  their  very  pungent 
quality,  as  welt  as  from  their  enter- 
ing fo  eafily  into  a  ftate  of  putre- 
feSive  fermentation,  and  giving 
out  large  quantities  of  a^te,  either 
by  itfeif  or  united  with  hydrogene 
in  the  gafeous  form,  as  may  be  fek 
by  eyes  and  nofe.  In  the  vegetable 
form  .we  ufe  azote  daily,  either 
through  pleafure  or  ^om  neceifity. 
In  cold  ciinnates  tobacco  is  now 
sniverfal,  either  taken  into  the 
llomach,  ora{q>iied  to  the  olfa£tory 


nerves.  Opium  is  very  gcnenil  vn 
the  warm  countries  cf  the  caft :'  the 
Turks  <ake  it,  to  the  quantity  of 
two  drams  at  a  time,  without  anf 
inconvenience :  the  porters  at  Sunt 
(fee  Grofe)  take  it  to  the  quantitf 
of  an  ounce  at  a  time ;  and  they  And 
it  increafcs  their  flrength,  and  a£- 
fifts  them  in  going  through  more 
labour :  it  is  allowed  plentifidiv  to 
the  foidier}',  and  is  laid  to  ia£pn 
them  with  a  furious  and  undaunted 
couraec.  But  to  thofc  who  accuf- 
tom  themfelves  to  take  it  (firft  per- 
haps through  pleafure ;  for,  as  if  bjr 
fome  heavenly  magic,  it  is  found  to 
lull  the  fehfes  into  a  mod  pieaiing 
/org^t^ne^  of  all  our  c  res,  and  to 
afiiiage  the  moft  excruciating  pains 
which  alfed  the  human  t>cdy,  and 
here  it  is  a  bleffing  to  mankind)  for 
any  length  of  time,  they  are  fure  to 
experience  its  banel^  effe£ls :  from 
time  to  time  they  are  feized  with  a 
moft  deje<fted  languor  both  of  body 
and  mind,  until  the  ufuai  and  wei*- 
come  dole  is  repeated  :  their  confti« 
tutions  become  emaciated,  and  have 
every  appearance  of  a  premature 
and  decrepit  old  age,  and  too  oftea 
iink  under  thefirft  (liock  of  difcafe. 
We  fee  the  azote  daily  ufed  as  a  lii- 
mulus  in  cafes  of  fufpended  anima- 
tion: it  is  applied  in  a  concrete 
form  to  the  nofe,  in  (he  form  of 
fmoke  to  the  inteilines,  and  iina- 
pifms  to  the  foles  of  the  feet,  &c. 
it  is  found  to  aift  dijfercntly  on  dif> 
ferent  coniliiutions  ;  and,  in  the 
fame  confHtulion,  when  in  health 
and  when  under  difeaie.  1  have 
feen  a  chiki  thrown  into  moft  vio- 
lent convulsions  by  taking  only  two 
drops  of  laudanum ;  and  a  man,  af- 
ter one  grain  of  digitalis,  has  fcarce- 
Iv  recovered.  1  his  difference  ia 
ttie  operation  of  poilbns  may  de- 
j)end  on  the  ditforont  degrees  of 
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irritabiUty  in  the  diiferent  coniKtu^ 
tions.  From  the  difficulty  of  difco- 
▼erine  the  conftituent  pnnciples  of 
anuiiS  and  vegetable  poifons  by 
ichemical  decompofition,  the  fore- 
going hypothefis  may  be  found  er- 
roneous ;  yet,  from  the  uniformity 
of  nature,  from  the  analogy  in  the 
B^ion  of  thefe  fubfbnces  on  the 
human  body  when  taicen  into  the 
circulating  fyftem,  anc}  from  the 
analogy  the  aAion  of  thefe  fub- 
fiances  bear  with  the  azote  in  the 
pfureft  and  moft  fimpie  ifaite  the 
chemifl  can  prepare  it,  we  may  ven- 
ture to  concluae  that  it  is  ,the  de- 
ifaroying  principle  in  all  thofe  poi- 
fons which  deitroj  the  animal  life, 
hy  throwing  it  into  convuUions; 
and  that  the  exigence  of  this  prin- 
ciple in  fubftahces  where  it  cannot 
be  afcertained  by  chemiod  analyfis, 
may  in  a  great  meafure  be  deter- 
mined by  their  operation  on  the 
tnimal  conftitution.  From  the  vi- 
olent elevation  and  depreffion  of 
the  ribs  in  perfons  who  are  jufl 
hung,  and  from  the  fame  taking 

Elace  in  the  diaphragm  in  dogs,  as 
'  nature  was  fhugjrling  to  throw  off 
jbmething  which  is  noxious  to  the 
coniUtution,  it  feems  by  its  ilimulus 
to  be  the  remote  caufe  of  refpira*- 
tion.  That  the  atmofpheric  au*  is 
a  ilimulus  itfelf,  even  when  taken 
into  the  flomach,  is  proved  by  Mr. 
Goile's  experiments  above  quoted. 
Qtuerey  May  not  this  be  the  caufe  ef 
the  ditference  which  is  found  in  the 
recovery  of  perfons  after  drownings 
'  whether  their  lungs  were  inflat^ 
durine  the  time  they  were  under 
w^terr  or  if  they  had  a  fenfe  of 
their  danger  ? 

When  the  atmofpheric  air  enters 
the  lungs,  it  is  foon  deprived  of  its 
oxygene  or  vital  principle,  and  is 
irciidered  thereby  noxious  to  ani- 


mals, andnmfit  to  fupport  ftune;  k 
not  only  becomes  a  fiimulus,  but 
puts  on  the  form  of  a  moft  deadly 
poifon.  Melancholy  proofs  of  this 
have  happened  where  numbers  have 
been  crowded  into  the  holds  of 
ihips,  and  clofed  from  the  circula- 
tion of  frefh  air.  In  the  Black  Hole 
at  Calcutta  there  was  a  finking  in- 
fbmce  of  this.  The  eflfeds  of  the 
wind  called  the  Sirroc,  feems  to  be 
owing  to  a  diminution  of  the  em« 
pyrealair  in  the  atmofphere.  In 
lome  parts  of  Sicily  the  inhabit- 
ants are  confined  to  their  h'oufes 
for  four  or  five  days  together,  to 
avoid  a  contaift  uith  this  wind. 
Thofe  Europeans  who  have  felt  it, 
defcribe  it  as  brining  on  fuch  a 
languor  and  dejedion  of  fpirits  as 
is  aunoft  infupportable.  (See  Biy<* 
done's  Tour.) 

The  fatal  effeds  which  daily  oc- 
cur to  perfons  from  going  into 
vaults,  caverns,  wells,  &c.  which 
have  been  long  fhut  up,  proceeds 
from  the  fame  principle.  The  fa- 
mous Lago  del  Cani,  fo  often  de- 
fcribed  by  travellers,  is  furely  no 
more  than  throwing  the  aninml  in- 
to it ;  whichv  by  &e  fudden  fhock 
it  gives,  roufes  nature  to  throw  off 
the  effeds  of  this  air  which  it  had 
taken  into  its  conftitution  in  the 
cave  $  and  I  make  no  doubt  but 
one  of  our  Engliih  lakes  would  do 
as  well,  had  we  an  equal  opportu- 
nity of  applying  it. 

The  violent  pains  which  take 
place  in  the  be^nning  of  fever,  the 
Ipafmodic  contraction  over  the 
whole  body,  and  the  great  fenfa- 
tion  of  C0I4  fucceeded  l>y  a  burn- 
ing heat,  feems  to  indicate  this 
iubllanGC  for  a  primary  caufe.  We 
find  the  plague  to*  often  arifing  in 
thofe  warm  countries,  and  where 
the  riversy  after  fiibfiding,  leave  vaft 
quantities 
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Jjuantities  of  animal  and  vegetable^ 
ubftances  to  putriiy)  and  give  out_ 
this  mq>hiti8,  which,  not  being  dif- 
perfed  by  the  winds,  fits  the  atmof- 
phere  to  continue  this  difeafe  when- 
ever it  beeins,  or  perhaps  begets  the 
difeafe  itielf.  Growing  vegetables 
are,  during  the  day-time,  found  to 
purify  the  atmofphere,  efpecialiy  in 
the  fun  (fee  Ingenhauzen's  Experi- 
ments) ;  by  giving  out  empyreal  air 
in  great  quantities  during  the  night- 
time, perhaps  they  abforb  it,  as  ma- 
ny tender  )>eopIe  cannot  ileep  with 
them  in  their  bed*rooms.  We  have 
had  inifimces  of  whole  iilands  be- 
coming uninhabitable,  from  the 
cutting  down  of  the;  wood.  The 
Dutch,  who  wanted  to  enhance  the 
price  of  cloves  in  the  Eaft  Indies, 
cut  down  all  the  clove-trees  in  the 
ifland  of  Temati,  and  the  place  be- 
came almoft  uninhabitable  from  its 
unhealthinefs.  From  the  fame  prin- 
ciple plagues  have  followed  after 
treat  battles,  and  where  tha  ilain 
pave  remained  unburied.  The  plague 
is  never  known  to  continue  long, 
but  under  fome  particular  conflitu* 
tion  of  the  atmofphere ;  and  this 
mufb  have  been  tne  cafe  when  it 
rofe  in  the  kingdom  of  Cathay  as 
from  the  ground,  in  the  form  of  a 
mineral  exhalation,  and  continued 
its  horrible  defolation  through  all 
Europe.  The  porters  who  were 
employed  inopenine  the  bale  goods 
in  the  Lazaretta  at  MarfeUles  were 
killed  by  the  infedion  of  the  plague 
»  from  a  flroke  of  liehtning.  The 
plague  terminates  like  the  fhiall- 
pox,  the  matter  being  thrown  out 
upon  the  fkin ;  while  in  other  fe- 
vers it  is  thrown  out  in  lai^e  phleg- 
mons in  various  parts  of  the  body. 
We  have  no  way  of  accounting  for 
why  the  fmall-pox  fhould  often  be 
iodemici  and  of  a  more  nulignaat 


nature  at  otae  time  than  at  other 
times,  unlefs  by  fi^ppofing  the  con- 
fHtution  of  the  sur  to  have  the  pow«* 
er  of  altering  the  habit  of  body,  f<> 
as  to  render  it  more  liable  to  receive 
the  infc^on,  and  confequently  lefa 
able  to  throw  it  off;  therefore,  chil- 
dren fhould  be  inoculated  on  tho. 
firfl  appearance  of  the  difeafe,  or 
before  their  conflitutions  have  fuf^^ 
fered  from  the  ffaite  of  the  atmof* 
phere. 

The  azote,  under  fome  particu- 
lar modification,  may  be  the  /caufe 
of  hydrophobia  in  dogs:  they  aro 
ever  fond  of  eating,  and  haunting 
about  pUces  where  there  are  anim^ 
fubflances  in  a  f£ite  of  putrefa^ion. 
Dogs  are  found  to  per^ire  little  or 
not  at  all  by  the  (kin ;  therefore  th« 
difeafe,  not  being  able  to  terminate 
itfelf  that  way,  is  carried  to  the  fali- 
vary  glands,  and  inflames  them  to 
fuch  a  degree  of  irritability,  that 
when  the  animal,  parched  up  with- 
tbirfl,  attempts  to  drink,  by  the  ir- 
ritation of  the  water  it  is  thrown  in- 
to violent  convuliions:  and,  from 
the  remembrance  of  the  acute  paih, 
it  ever  after  turns  from  it  with  hor- 
ror: hence  the  difeafe  takes  its 
name.  The  animal,  as  if  aduated 
by  nature,  fets  out  a  running,  and 
generally  continues  till  itdropsdown 
dead,  before  the  difeafe  is  thrown 
off  by  the  glands  or  other  evacua« 
tion. 

If  the  fUng  of  the  tarantula  was 
cv^r  cured  by  mufic,  it  was  certain- 
ly by  the  muiic  exciting  the  perfon 
to  get  up  and  dance  tiU  he  was  co- 
vered with  fweat.  Under  the  fame 
principle,  fome  modification  of  this 
fubflance  may  conftitute  the  vene- 
real virus. 

This  fubjeft  being  fufficicntly 
known,  might  aflifl  us  in  finding  out 
by  expexjmcnt  fome  icmtAyM  nav. 
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twe,  which,  by  combining  with  or 
decompofing  this  fubfbnce  in  wiiai- 
€rcr  ftate  or  combination  it  ihould 
find  it  in,  would  thereby  render  it  left 
deftnidiTC  to  life.  We  know  that 
vinegar  taken  into  the  ftomach  af- 
ter opium,  in  a  great  raeafurc  de- 
Sroys  its  cffcds  :  the  vitriolic  acid 
aiixed  with  the  poifon  of  fcrpcnts 
renders  it  much  lefs  dangerous  (fee 
Fontana) :  the  thieves  vinegar  was 
found  infallible  in  preventing  the 
t>higQe  to  ccHain  pcrl'ons  who  ufed 
k  at  Marfeaies,  and  thereby  were 
onabled  to  go  about  and  plunder  tl)e 
houfes  of  the  inhabitants;  but  were 
pardoned  on  difcovenng  by  What 
means  they  avoided  the  infe^ion  : 
it  was  therefore  called  Thieves  Vi- 

Vincgar  is  found  to  be  a  preven- 
tative to  the  infe^ion  in  all  fevers ; 
ind  is  much  ufed  in  hofpitals  and 
the  holds  of  fhips,  where  there  is 
danger  of  the  infcdioa  fpreading. 
When  the  habit  is  emaciated,  after 
long  voyages,  bad  food,  or  breath* 
ing  confined  air,  vegetable  acids  are 
found  the  onfy  certain  remedy  we 
know  of ;  and  a  very  few  days  on 
ihore,  after  a  long  voyage,  never 
fiuls  to  reftorc  the  ihip's  crew  to 
their  priftine  vigoun  Acids  them- 
felves,  as  a  topical  application,  may 
be  employed  where  pcrfons  have 
l>een  itung  by  venomous  animals. 
Jt  is  common  in  the  country  for 
perfons  who  have  been  ftung  bv 
bees,  wafps,  or  even  nettles,  to  rub 
the  parts  immediately  with  the 
leaves  of  fond  or  other  acid  Vege- 
table ;  and  I  have  known  vinegar 
^plied  to  gonorrhea  and  chancres 
with  goodetfeit.  In  the  hot  coun- 
tries, where  people  ^c  daily  bit  by 
ferpents  and  other  poifonous  in- 
£il6ts,  thev  rub  the  part  immediate- 
ly wHb  iom^  acidvegetablds^  but 


vforM 


the  mof^  effedtel  remedy  fed 
be    fucking    the    psrt    -wtA 
mouths,  as  the  poifon  eoK  is 
gerous  when  carried  into  t^ 
lating  fyftem  :  the  Marii  assA 
brought  to  Rome  from  Afrkra. 
famous  for  this  kind  of  iTCBied] 

It  is  a  cuHous  remark^   thai ! 
pents    infpire,'  but    ar^    not 
to  expire;    perhaps   the    ptCci 
icated  air  which  ihould    \fc  il<^i 
out  by  the  trahea,  ferves  in  Chea 
form  the  poifon  in  thofe  nrhkrfe ; 
mortal   from  the    bite;    mad   r 
i'crvc  to  form  that   horrible  /d 
in  thofe  which  are  not  poifcm^ 
bv  the  bite:  and  to  this   wc  id 
alcribe  that  fafcinating  power 
curiouflv   dcfcribcd   by   trnvcllt- 
and  which  ferves  the  anknal  to  ta* 
its  prey,  or  to  defend  itfelf. 
devoted  animal,  as  MeGtcd  bj  for 
convuliivc  ftupor,  unable  to 
cate  itfelf,  grows  weaker  and 
er,  till  it  at  iz&  drops  into  the  c: 
tended  jaws  of  its  deftroyer.   Potre 
£i£tioa  is  the  immediate  and  coo* 
mon  effect  of  the  bite  of  the  more 
dreadful  ferpents:  tlieperiondiesifl 
moft  violent  convulfions,  focceed- 
ed  by  a  total  lofs  of  initalnnt j.  Mr. 
Wilhams,  in  a  very  ingenious  pa- 
per in  the  Afiatic  Refearches,  reooia- 
mends  (as  in  cafes  of  fufpended  ani- 
mation before   mentioned)  every 
iHmulus  that  can  roufe  nature  t(r 
firuggM  with  the  difeafe ;  and  thaT 
volatile  alkali  was  a  moft  eflBcadcns 
application.     Acconting  to  Vctfe 
and  Mead,  it  helps  to  tlirow  off  6e 
effeds  of  laurel  water,  and  is  efica- 
cious  even  in  hydrophobia. 

Mr.  Bruce  and  Savary,  in  tbea' 
accounts  of  Egypt,  deicribe  a  com- 
mon prance  ot  charming  ferpeot, 
which  is  by  rubbing  their  naked 
arms  and  bofoms  with  fome  Ibrt  of 
vegetable;  and,   to  the  afiooifih 
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:  of  trfttreUers,  they  apply  tbcm 

eiT  (km  in  every  manner  with 

inity^  and  make  a  liTmg  by  the 

t\ce.    ^See  Accckint  of  theCe« 

3  of  l-iiiiikaeus,  Edinburgh  Enojr- 

edia^    the  bite  of  which  is  at- 

Ved  -witii    immec&ate  putreiac- 

) «     The  poifoii6u8  wind,  called 

vlel  bv  Chardin,  which  is  inflan- 

;ous  ^ieath^immecKately  produces 

refaction    in  -the  animal  |    and 

c!h  Tefetnbles  fome  iymptoms  of 

yellow   fever,  which  evidently 

wed    the  effect  oi  this  fubftance 

en  takea  into  the  fyftera. 

From  the  expence^  the  tediouf- 

(s,   and   diH^culties  arifing  from 

2  great  nicety  rec^uired  in  chemi- 

l  experiments,  and  frosi  the  pre- 

nt  infancy   of  that  fcience,  this 

bjedt    would  take  much  labour 

id  patience  feirly  to  inveftigate : 

om  the  collateral  inferences,  from 

\e  difficulties  in  wbrking  againft 

Id  and    popular  prejudices,  few 

eople  would  undertake  {o  great  a 

\bovir :  but  it  cert^nly  would  be  a 

jeat  ilep  towards  the  claffing  dif- 

afes,  and  rendering  the  cure  more 

jmplc;    for  no  fcience  will  ever 

make  any   p-cat  progrefs  in  the 

world,  but  in  proportion  as  it  is 

rendered  lefs  intricate,      A    few 

Tears  ago,  chemiftry    was    fcarce 

Known ;  but  by  the  labour  of  the 

}atc  ingenious  French  chemifts,  in 

iorminga  bails  for  the  fludy  of  that 

fcience,  it  is  now  become  caly,  fk- 

Ihionable,  and  delightful. 

I     ,11.     —      I      ■■ ■UN.     apt  ..■■  im,        II, 

Proceedings  tftk  African  Jjfociatim. 

The  public  will  penife  with  much 
Satisfaction  the  continuance  of 
the  proceedings  of  this  rcfpcft- 
able  Adbciation.  We  have  been 
favoured  bv  one  of  the  fubfcribers 
withtfaefi4l9wingintereftiog  fub« 
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ftance  of  a  quarto    pamphlet^ 
which  has  yo&.  been  pnnteo,  and 

Srivately  circulated  among  th# 
iembers  of  the  Afibciation. 

WHEN  the  lafl  memoir  of  th# 
Froctedings  if  this-  AJfmatim 
came  from  the  prefs,  the  promfs 
of  Major  Houghton  was  the  fubjeft 
of  juft  exultation.  He  had  reached 
Ferbanne,  on  the  river  Falem6,  in^ 
the  dominions  of  the  King  of  Bam-^ 
bouk,  and  had  been  received  with 
extraordinary  kindnefs  bV  the  King 
of  that  country,  who  had  furnifhed 
him  with  a  guide  to  Tombudoo^ 
and  money  to  defray  the  expencea 
of  his  journey. 

In  the  Major's  letter  to  l>r.  Laid- 
ley  of  the  6thof  Mav,  1791,  writ* 
ten  from  Medina,  ne  appeal^  to 
have  entertained  great  confidencf. 
offuccefs.  ♦<IhavG  received  (h« 
obfcrves)  the  bed  intelligence  of  the 
{idaces  I  defign  viiiting,  from  a  fhe* 
xt&l  here,  who  lives  at  Tombuftoo,* 
and  who  luckily  knew  me  when  I 
was  Britiih  conful  to  the  Emperot 
of  Morocco,  in  1772.  I  findj  that 
in  the  xiver  I  am  going,  to  explore^ 
they  have  decked  veflBls  with  mafts^ 
with  which  they  carry  on  trade  from 
Tombudoo,  eailward,  to  the  centre 
oi  Africa,  I  mean  to  embark  ia. 
one  of  them  from  Genn6,  in  Bam« 
bara,  to  Tombu^o." 

Of  the  Major's  fubfequent  pro- 

?'efs  there  is  no  certain  account, 
he  lateft  intelligence  received,  im- 
mediately from  himfclf,  was  dated 
the. 1ft of  September,  1791,  about 
fixtweeks  after  the  date  of  the  laft- 
letter  from  the  King  of  Bambouk'» 
capital.  This  advice  came  ih  tho 
following  vcrv  Ihort  npte  to  Dr. 
Laidley,  on  flie  Ganfibia  River:— 
*•  Major  Houghton's  complimentt^ 
to  Dr.  Laidley ;  ia  in  good  health. 

On 
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On  his  way  to  Tombudoo,  robbed 
of  all  his  goods  by  Fenda  3ucar's 
fon." 

This  note  being  written  with  a 
pencil,  the  nauic  of  the  place  from 
whence  it  was  dated  was  faearljr 
obliterated.  It  appeared  to  Dr. 
Laidiey  to  be  Simbing ;  but  no  fuch 
place  can  be  traced  on  any  exiiling 
niap,  or  in  any  part  of  the  inteili- 
^nce  communicated  to  the  Ailbcia- 
tion.  Major  Rennel  has  therefore 
iuggefled  thatf  if  it  could  be  fuppof>» 
cd  a  part  of  the  initial  had  bsen 
dehcedy  the  name  might  hare  been 
written  Timbing  ;  in  which  cafe^  it 
tirould  nearly  anfwer  to  the  Timbi 
of  D'Anville,  placed  about  eight 
journies  fhort  of  Toihbudoo. 

That  Major  Houghton  was  with» 
in  a  ihort  diilance  of  TombuAoO| 
there  is,  indeed,  no  room  to  doubt ; 
fuid  it  was  with  inexpreffible  con- 
cern that  the  next  communication 
from  the  Gambia  brought  advice  of 
liis  death.  It  was  reported,  at  firft 
«mong  the  traders  on  the  river,  that . 
he  had  been  murdered,  by  means  of 
the  King  of  Bambara;  but  Dr. 
Laidl^y  writes,  that  this  report  was 
afterwards  contradicted.  Subfe- 
quent  accounts,  however,  confirm- 
ed the  circumilance  of  his  death ; 
but  neither  the  place  nor  the  time 
of  his  deceafe  were  afcertained 
with  precifion.  The  natives  re-, 
port,  that  he  died  a  natural  death ; 
and,  by  their  defcription,  it  appears 
that  the  complaint  which  proved 
fiital  to  him  was  a  dyfentery,  Ti  ey 
added,  that  his  remains  lay  under  a 
tree  in  the  wildernefs. 

It  would  feem,  from  varicMs  infor- . 
matioo,  that  this  unfortunate  gen- 
tleman, notwithflanding  the  hofpi- 
table  reception  he  had  met  with 
from  tl\e  King  of  Bambouk,  wa$  no 
;§ivourite  of  Sie  natives  ia  gencrat* 


It  was  Aated^  on  a  former  occafiofl* 
that  he  derived  an  afluraace  of  iafe- 
ty  from  his  poverty ;  but,  unhaM>i- 
ly,  he  had  no  fuCh  fecurity.  C<m* 
trarytoall  the  fuggefiions  of  pni« 
dencc,  and  the  remonfixsnce  ot  his 
friends  in  England,  the  Major  had 
encumbered  mmfeif  with  an  ailbTt« 
ment  of  bale  goods,  confiiting  of  lin- 
ens|  fouietclothf  cutler)-,  be^a,  am- 
ber,^and  other  merchandise,  which 
prefented  to  the  ignorant  ne^jiocs 
fuch  temptations  as  &vap;e  virtue 
could  not  reiift.  He  complains,  in  all 
his  letters,  of  the  pilfering  difpofitios 
of  the  natives }  and  it  appcws  that 
he  was  involved  in  perpetual  oon- 
tefis  with  them  on  tlmt  account* 
Circumftances  of  diis  nature,  with' 
out  doubt,  deprived  him  of  tbofe 
klndneffes  and  attentions  which 
might  have  contributed  to  his  pre- 
fervation.  Dr.  Laidiey  oiTered  re- 
wards for  the  recovery  of  lus  hooka 
and  papers,  but  without  tSe€t. 

In  ceploring  the  melancholj  if- 
fue  of  this  unhappy  expedition,  ic 
muft,  however,  be  obferved,  that 
the  mifcarriage  of  Major  Houditon 
furnifhes  no  proof  that  the  difficul- 
ties of  proceeding  toTombuiftoo,by 
way  oithe  Gambia,  arc  infuperabie  a 
on  the  contrary,  there  b  leafon  to 
believe  that  a  traveller  of  good  tem- 
per and  conciliating  manners,  who 
nas  nothing  with  him  to  tempt  their 
rapacity,  may  exped  everv  affiil- 
ance  from  the  natives,  and  me  full- 
efl  protei6tipn  from  their  chiefs. 
All  doubts,  indeed,  on  this  head, 
are  obviateid  by  a  letter  of  Major 
Hougtonhimfelf,  referred  to  in  page 
6  of  the  lafl  memoir  t  which,  t>e- 
fidcs  acknowledging,  in  the  moft 
explicit  terms,  his  hofpitable  recep- 
tion by  all  ranks  of  people,  contains- 
fo  many  curious  and  important  par- 
iicuUrSj  that,  it  is  thoji^dit  neceSOkrv 
>  ti 
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fo  lay  before  the  Society,  in  a  poft* 
fcript  to  this  account,  the  materiai 
parts  of  its  contents,  in  the  Major's 
own  words. 

As  foon  as  the  Committee  were 
convinced  that  the  intelligence  of 
Major  Houghton's  death  was  but 
too  well  founded,  they  took  the  firft 
opportunity  that  prefented  itfelf  of 
engaging  another  perfon  to  go  the 
fame  toute.  Mr.  Mungo  Park,  a 
native  of  Scotland,  a  young  man  of 
no  mean  talents,  who  had  been  edu- 
cated in  the  medical  line,  and  was 
lately  returned  from  a  voyage  to  In- 
dia, offered  himfelf  for  tnis  fervice  j 
and  the  committee,  finding  him  fuf- 
ficiently  inftruded  in  the  ufe  of 
Hadley's  quadrant  to  make  the  ne- 
ceflary  obfervations,  geographer  e- 
nough  to  trace  out  his  path  in  the 
wildemefs,  and  not  unacquainted 
with  natural  hiftory,  accepted  his 
offer. 

He  fet  out  accordingly  in  May, 
1795,  and  foon  afterwards  arrived 
at  the  Gambia,  when  Dr.  Laidley, 
to  whofe  good  offices  the  AfTbciation 
are  under  the  greatefl  obligations, 
received  him  more  as  a  fon  than  a 
ftranger :  and  it  is  to  be  lamented 
that  the  river  Gambia  having  been 
for  more  than  a  year  blocked  up  by 
French  '  privateers,  many  letters 
from  him  and  the  Doftor,  of  which 
notice  has  been  obtained  through 
various  channels,  have  mifcarried ; 
in  particular,  the  difpatches  by  a 
veflfel  called  the  Endeavour,  which 
was  captured  oh  her  paflage  home ; 
but  the  crew  making  their  elcape 
in  the  long-boat  in  the  night,  have 
given  advice  that  there  were  letters 
on  board  to  'the  Aflbciation,  both 
from  Mri.  Park  and  Dr.  Laidley. 
In  another  cafe,  it  is  known  that 
the  difpatches*  were  thrown  over- 
board.   The  only  letters  of  confe- 

Vot.  XXXIX. 


quence  which  the  CoiVimitt^e  hav^ 
received,  are,  one  from  Mr.  Park, 
dated  Pifania,  1ft  December,  1795; 
and  two  from  Dr.  Laidley  to  Mr. 
James  Willis  (the  intended  confuj 
to  Senegambia)  communicated  b^ 
him  to  the  Committee,  the  one  dat7 
ed  the  23d  of  May,  and  the  other 
the  1ft  of  Auguft,  1796/  From 
thefe  communications  the  fubfcrib- 
ersAvill  perceive,  that  well-ground^ 
ed.  hopes  may  be  entertained  that 
the  views  of  the  Aflbciation  will,  in 
a  great  degree,  be  fpeedily  accom- 
phflied.  Should  Mr.  Park  have 
happily  efcaped  the  dangers  inci- 
dent to  the  undertaking  and  th6 
climate,  his  return  may  be  daily 
expefted ;  and  the  knowledge  he 
muft'have  acquired  cannot  but  be 
highly  interefting  aiid  important. 

ThefoUtwing  are  Cc/iies  rfthofc  Lsiters^ 
\Pi/9ma^Dec.  1,1795. 
*  Gentlemen, 

*  YOU  need  not  be  furprifed  at 
my  long  ftay  in  Gambia,  tor,  I  af- 
fure  you  that  this  is  the  firft  oppor- 
tunity that  has  prefented  itfeli  unce 
my  arrival;  and  it  happens  very 
fortunately  for  me,  as  I  am  now 
greatly  recovered  from  a  lone  and 
painful  ficknefs,  that  confined  me 
to  the  houfe,  or  bed,  dilring  the 
greater  part  of  the  rains. 

*  As  Mr.  Willis  is  not  yet  arriv- 
ed, I  muft  have  loft  the  travelling- 
feafon  for  this  year,  had  not  Dr, 
Laidley,  who  has,  on  every  oqcafion, 
feconded  the  laudable  dedgns  of  the 
Aflbciation,  given  me  every  ailift- 
ance  in  his  power,  and  provided  me 
with  two  attendants,  an  horfe,  two 
afles,  and  every  thing  neceflary  for 
the  journey. 

*  One  of  mv  attendants  is  a  refi- 
dcnt  of  the  place ;  he  Ipeaks  good 

C  c  EngUfliji 
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Englifhj  and  goes  as.my  inlcrpre- 
ler.  ,  My  terptis  w^h  him  are  ten 
bars  per  months  from  the  time  he 
leaves  Pifania  till  his  return  ;  five 
bars  per  month  to  his  wife,  during 
kifi  abfence ;  '^nd,  if  he  accompanies 
ine  as  far  as  SegOi  he  is  to  receive 
the  price  of  two  prime  flaves  on  his 

•  return. — The  other  is  one  of  Dr. 
l^aidley's  own  fervants ;  he  has  al- 
ways behaved  in  the  moft  feitliful 
inanner;  and  (he  Do6lor  has  offer- 
ed him,  as  a  reward  for  going  with 
ipe,  h\$  freedom  when  he  returns. 
A  blackfmith  and  his  Ton  like  wife 
accompany  us  ^  they  have  been 
employed  by  the  Doflor  for  two 
years,  and  arc  now  going  to  their 
nalive  town,  Jumboj  in  the  king- 
dom of  Karrta. 

'^  *  "With  this,  fmall  but  fele^El  par- 
ty,'  T  ihall  take  my  departure,  to- 
morrow- morningi  from  Pifania. 
Jt  is  my  Jnteniion  to  travel  with  as 
much  ^xpedUloii  ai^  poilible,  till  I 
have  erofled  the  .8eiiegf),  fipd  got 
?nt<>  the  kingdom  ofCafTon.  I  ibkll 
then,  think  the  moll  troublcfome 
part  hfthu  journey  liji>ver,  and  lake 
the  firft  opportunity  ijf  wri^i\g  to 

i^  ilie  Aribciation.      .  .  ^^ 

•  •As  all  mv  former  pofnitunica- 
iions  have' fallen  into  the  hands  of 
the  French,  I  fliall  here  repeat  fome 
ef  the  molt  material  points  of  in- 
Ibrmation  contained  m  them.  I 
iliall  beghi,  by  ^numerating  the 
days  journics  between  this  and 
Sego,  py  the  northern  route,  whitth 
is  tne  route  cximmonly  ufcd  by  the 
tlatees,  and  that  by  which  I  fliall 
•  travel.  JThcy  are  as  'foUo w ; — From 
•Pifania,^  Cxx)ta,  Cimda,'  Wooli, 
Color,  Tambacunda,  Nomataba, 
JalicaD,  firft  town  of  Bondou ;  Fit- 
biycraboy,  Cufang,  Dibboo,  Goo- 
lemboo,  or  GaJambob,  lafl  town  of 
J^ndou-,  Giuig-gadi^oatheaortii^ 


em  hank  of  the  Senegal,  in  tf9 
fmall  kingdom  of  Cajaga;  KiriGi^ 
ni,  firfl  town  of  Caflbn*,  Ss^boo- 
fura,  Cooniakari,  Soomina,  Corno*. 
roo,  Saimpo,  the  lai^  town  of  Caf- 
fon,  fituated  at  the  bottom  of  the 
Banbara  mountains;  Karrunculla. 
Gemmoo,  or  Kimmoo  (for  the  0 
founds  hard)  Fangoomba^  Dibbong- 
Meifl^ng,  Seco,  Karrabejanga,  Com* 
ba,  Dubbila,  lafl  town  of  Karrta ; 
Fampara,  firfl  of  Sego,  Nyamoov 
Glungorrollo,  Dampa,  Finimarbooi 
Scracorro,  Fanimboo,  Wooloocom- 
boo,  Doolinkeeboo,  Di^gani^  Segob 

*  Diegani  ftands  on  the  northern 
bank  oFthe  Joliba,  oppofite  to  Se» 
go,  which  IS  upon  uie  foutherrt 
bank  of  that  river.  The  Joliba  it 
very  broad  here,  but  fo  fhallow, 
that  people  can  wade  over  it  in  a 
dry  fcafon :  but  the  king  would  bt 
much  offended  at  any  merchant  thalr 
eroded  the  river  in  this  manner  f 
for -the  old  fifhennen  are  entirely 
fupported;  by  the  faiall  fares  they 
receive  for  c^rying  paflengers  ov^ 
the  river. 

*  The  route  from  Sego  toGenn^ 
lies  along  the  fouthern  bank  of  Jo^ 
liba,  by  the  places  mentioned  on 
the  chart  of  the  Aflbciation ;  and 
from  Genn6  they  proceed,  by  war 
ter,  to  Tbmbufioo  :  few  of  th« 
Slatees  go  farther  than  Sego,  and 
none,  I  oelieve,  farther  than  Gen- 
n6.  The  only  pcrfon  I  have  yet 
feen  who  has  oeen  at  Tombu<ftoo^ 
was  an  old  priefl ;  he  repreients  it 
as  a  very  Uu-^e  town ;  ana  fays,  that 
Houfia  IS  tlurty  days  by  land,  and 
forty-fiv<e  by  water,  to  the  coafl  of 
Toipbudtoo;  that  the  caupes  arc 
large,  and  not  made  of  one  tree, 
but  of  many  planks  put  together ; 
and^  what  is  more  furprifing,  that 
they  are  navigated  by^  people  u 
whUe  a«  I  a«a^ 
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*  Thefe  arc  thcmoft  r^nHU-kahlc  muft,  by  tbis-iime,  have  reached 
points  of  inforfn-^t'on  that  1  have  Tombuftoo.  For  farther  particu- 
Oeen  able  to  colled  concemmg  the  lars  refpe6ling  his  outfit,  and  the 
route.  I  have  got  no  infortttatioo  engagements  T  have  eAtefed'Shto 
refpe<Sting  the  termination  of  the  on  his  account^  1  refer  you  tahis 
Niger;  and  1  amforry  it  is  fo  lame  letter  to  Sit  Jofeph  Banks,  which 
in  pther  parts.            r  accompanies   ttus.      I   underiland 

*  I  think  it  is  but  Jufticc  to  ac-  .there  are  letters  at  Oalambole  and 
knowledge  the  manv  obligations  I  atDefler  for  the-Ailbciation,  which 
am  under  to  Dr,  Laidley,  who  re-  I    aoi    in    daily    expectation    of. 


ceived  me,  on  mv  arrival  in  Africa, 
with  an  invitation  to  his  houfe, 
where  I  have  been  ever  fincc ;  and 
U  ^  been  entirely  owing-  to  liis 
exertions  that  I  am  now  enabled 
to  put  my  dcdgus  in  execution,  and 
attempt,,  with  feme  probability  of 
fuccels,  to  fulfil  my  engagements 
(o  the  Aflodalion.  .  • 

.  *  I  am,  Gentlemen, 

*  Your  obedient  fervant, 

*  Mv^co  Park** 


Should  they  arrive  m  time,  they 
will  be  forwarded  by  the  Robert. 
I  remain, 

*  With  great  deference,    • 
.  ?  Sii%  your  moft  humble  fervant, 
*  John  Laidley.* 
James  JFURs,  E/q» 

Dr.  Laidley  to  Mr.  fFiliis. 
Sir,  kiverGamhiaj  Aug.  1,  1796* 
*  Your  edeemed  favour,  per  the 
Robert,  was  delivered  me  by  Cap- 
tain Grand  ifon;  inanfwertowhich^ 
I  beg,  leave  to  acquaint  you,  tlnit 
Mr.  Park  left  me  on  the  2d  of  De- 


;   Dr.LayjfyivMr.Wims. 
-  Sir,     Riyer  Gambia^  May '22,  1796. 

*  Your  efteemed   npte,  per  ihe  

KoKert,  Captain  Grandifon,  1  duly  cember,  1795,  completely  equipped 
received.  Your  letter  to  Mr.  Park  for  his  intended  jeum'ey  ;  fine© 
Mi-ill;  be  fent  off  immediately,  al-  whichi  have  received  no  difpatches 
though  1  have  but  litUe  hq>es.of  from  him,  which  rather,  (urprifes 
its  reaciiing  .him.  A  meflenger,  me,  as  he  projgaifed  to  write  to  the 
\vh<i  arrived  here  ycflerday,  informs     *       "    *        "  -  - 

rr.c  that  he  had  pafled  Gyttim,  in 
his  >vay  to  Sego,  two  months  ago, 
fii:d  had  p'afTed  the  territories  of 
Derty  previoufly  to  the  breaking 
out  of  the  war  that  now  rages  be- 
tween him  and  the  king  of  Sego: 
had  that  not  been  the  cafe,  h& 
would  have  been  under  thq  dif- 
ajreeable  neceflity  of  returning 
hither,  or  endeavour  to  peneimte, 
by  a  long,  perilous,  and  circuitous 
route,  his  way  to  Genn^.  I  am 
happy  he  has  in  time  reached  the 
fcmtories  of  the  king  of  Sego ;  and 


ABociation  from  Galambole,  t 
have  lately  learned  that  he  has 
reached  thereftdence  of  ah  Arabian 
king,  fituatc  .to  the- northward,  and 
confiderably  to  the  eaftward,  of 
Sego.  The  northward  route,  I  judge, 
he  has  found  jiecefiary  to  take,  to 
a-.'oid  the  .territbries  .of  DeHeg^ 
which  have  been  depopulated  by  a 
numerous  army  of  tiie  king  of 
Sego.  I  cannot  account  for  his 
taking  fuch  a  circuit,  in  any  other 
manner  than  to  avoid  the  feat  of 
war,  which  has  been  carried  on  with' 
lins^batcd  fury  between  thofe  two 


I  hope,  if  all  is  well  with  him,  he    powerful  prinlSpe^^for  feveral  months 
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baft.  Thb  ihay,  peritaps,  account 
fior  his  fiience ;  or,  he  may  have 
left  letters  in  the  hands  of  feveral 
people  that  may  not  have  reached 
me.  I  hope  he  has  long  efe  this 
warhcd  Tombu^oo ;  and  I  flatter 
myfelf  he  will  find  great  induce* 
ment  to  penetrate  as  nr  as  Hou£&. 
^rom  every  information  I  have  re- 
ceivedy  fhips  come  there  of  about 
J  00  tons  burthen  (according  to  the 
^efcription  given  of  them)  but  from 
whence,  and  by  whom  navigated, 
cannot  learn. 

« I  have  written  to  Mr.  Park  li- 
beral times ;  but,  from  the  rapidity 
•f  his  journev,  I  have  little  hope 
of  any  of  my  letters  reaching  him. 
Your  letter  will  be  forwarded  the 
iirft  opportunity. 

*  I  have  alfo^  iince  the  death  of 
my  friend,  Mr.  H.  Beaufoy,  written 
by  different  6pportunitie^  to  Sir 
Jofeph  Banks,  acquainting  him 
^  cvtry  particular  refpe<5ting  Mr. 
I'ark,  and  the  eneagements  I  have 
entered  into  on  his  account ;  fome 
pt  which  may  not  have  reached 
lum,  as  fcvenA  letters  have  been 
deih-oyed,  to  prevent  their  falling 
into  the  hands  of  the  French. 

*  Havinor  nothing  farther  to  com- 
municate, 1  remain,  with  great  de- 
ference, 

•  Sir,  your  humble  fervant, 
•John  Laid  ley.* 


WITH  whatever  hcfitatton  fome 
of  the  ta^s,  ftatcd  in  the  preceding 
letters,  may  be  received,  concern- 
l^ng  the  fpedes  of  boats  which  are 
laid  to  navigate  the  river  leading 
eaAward  from  Tombu6too  to  Houf- 
&,  and  the  magnitude  of  the  Ihips 
that  come  up  to  the  latter  citv,  it  is, 
however,  certain,  that  (imilar  ac- 
counts have  bt«o  tcanliiiitted  to  the 


Society  from  very  different  quar* 
ters,  and  from  perions  of  the  hi^h* 
eft  credit,  wholly  unconnected  with 
and  at  an  immenfe  difbmce  from 
each  other.  TefHmonies  without 
number  occur  to  prove,  that  the 
river  running  eafbvard  to  Tombuc- 
too,  and  from  thence  to  Houfia, 
widening  as  it  runs,  is  the  Niger, 
or  a  confiderable  branch  of  if ;  and 
its  termination  in  an  extenfxve  lake, 
or  mediterranean  ocean,  in  the  ve- 
ry centre  of  Africa,  fecms  extreme- 
ly probable.  Major  Houghton  (aa 
we  have  fcen)  was  informed  at  Me- 
dina, by  the  ^ereef,  whom  he  had 
known  at  Morocco,  that  be  might 
embark  at  Genn6,  and  proc^sd 
with  the  ftream  to  Tonrou^boo; 
and,  moreover,  that  decked  reflela 
navigated.  The  fame  information 
was  given  by  the  native  who  (erved 
the  Major  as  a  guide  :  and  the  So- 
ciety have  received  a  letter  finom 
Mr.  Matra,  the  conful  at  Tangters, 
inclofing  one  from  his  brother  at 
Tunis,  wherein  the  latter  exprcf- 
fcs  himfelf  in  thcfe  words :  —  **  I 
have  traced  a  mediterranean  fea  in 
the  interior  of  Africa,  from  fiich  a 
concurrence  of  tcflimony  as  ob- 
viates all  doubts  of  its  exiftence  ; 
and  it  mufl  be  of  a  prodigious  fur- 
face  !■ '  —  Concerning  the  people 
mentioned  by  Mr.  Park  as  white, 
the  only  conciufion  to  be  drawn  is, 
that  they  are  of  Moorifh  origin. 
Some  of  thefe  might  appear,  in  the 
eyes  of  Mr.  Park's  informant,  the 
hegro-priefl,  a  race  of  whites  j  but 
it  cannot  eafily  be  fuppofed  that  a 
nation  perfectly  white,  like  the 
people  of  Europe,  is  to  be  found  in 
the  bofom  of  the  African  conti- 
nent.'—      * 

Since  the  foregoing  flieets  were 
printed,  the  fecretary  of  the  Aflbd- 
ation  has  been  enabled  to  announce 
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to  the  fubfcribers,  that  a  Mr.  Horne- 
mann  (another  intended  traveller) 
has  begun  his  journey  under  very 
favourable  circumfiances.  Having 
been  provided  with  introdu^ory 
letters  to.fome  diftinguiihed  literary 
characters  \a  France,  members,  of 
the  Injittut  Natimal^  he  proceeded  to 
Paris,  where  he  arrived  in  the  be- 
ginning of  July,  and  was  received 
by  thofe  gentlemen  with  great 
kmdnefs  and  attention;  and  with 
aflu ranees,  on  their  part,  and  on  the 
parts  of  their  colleagues,  of  an  ar- 
dent zeal  to  promote  the  purpofcs 
of  his  miffion.  M.  la  Lande  fiir- 
niflied  him  with  fome  copies  of  his 
Minmre  de  VJfrique^  and  prefented 
him  to  a  meeting  of  the  Inftitut  Na- 
ticnaly  at  which  he  was  permitted  to 
affiil.  M.  Brouflbnnet,  who  is  ap- 
pointed conful  for  Mogadore,  in- 
troduced him  to  M.  de  Roche, 
lately  nominated  conful-general  at 
Tangier  ;  by  whofe  means  he  has 
formed  an  acquaintance  with  a 
Turkiih  gentleman,  a  native  of 
Tripoli,  now  reiiding  in  Paris ;  who 
being  made  acquamted  with  the 
motives  and  views  of  the  African 
Aflbciation,  has  entered  into  Mn 


Homemann's  intrepid  enterprize 
with  a  liberality  and  ardour  par- 
ticularly honourable  to  a  Mahome- 
tan. Befides  giving  him  much  ex- 
cellent advice  and  mfbiiCtion  with 
refped4o  his  route,  he  has  favour- 
ed him  with  a  letter  of  introduc- 
tion, written  in  Arabic,  to  a  perfon 
of  confequence  refiding  in  Cairo, 
conceived  in  terms  of  the  warmeft 
recommendation.  He  particularly 
requefls  his  friend  "  to  inirodiicc 
Mr.  Hornemann  to  fuch  Mahome- 
tan merchants  ^men  of  integrity)  as 
have  travelled  into  the  interior  €fi 
Africa ;  to  furnifh  him  with  every 
ailiflance  and  faciikv  in  profecut- 
ing  his  journey ;  ana,  above  all,  to 
fecure  to  him  fuch  proteAion  in 
the  caravan  with  which  he  may 
travel,  as  may  render  his  progrels 
not  only  free  from  peril,  but  com- 
modious and  pleafant. 

Thus  provided,  Mr.  Homemana 
was  on  the  point  of  proceeding  to 
Marfeilles;  from  whence  to  em- 
bark by  the  firfl  opportunity  for 
Alexandria;  at  which  place  it  is 
probable  he  will  arrive  before  the 
end  of  this  month. 
Jugu/i  26M,  1797. 
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JaJI  of  P(2intfs  granted  during  the  Year 
\191  ^for  'various  Invctitlons. 

JOHN  LEE,ofLewifham,inthe 
J  county  of  Kent,  Brickmaker, 
for  a  mixture  of  chalk,  whiting,  or 
lime,  together  with  clay,  loam,  of 
^arth,  for  colouring  and  making  of 
bricks.     Bated  January  23,  1797. 

Dudley  Adams,  of  Fleet- flrect,' 
Optician4  for  fpeftacles  upon  m  new^ 
principle,  by  which  all  preflurc  is' 
removed  from  the  temples  and  nofe. 
Dated  Jamiaiy  23,  1797. 

Anthony  George  Eckhardt,  of. 
Charing-Crofs,  and  RicHard  Mor-' 
Ion,  of  Sheffield,  in  the  county  of 
York,  Manufacturers,  for  making- 
candlefticks,  &c.  fo  that  the  lights^ 
may  be  raifed  or  lowered,  having 
likewife  the  advantage  of  an  cxtin- 
guifher.    Dated  January  23,  1797. 

Timothy  Sheldrake,  of  the  Strand, 
for  a  method  of  curing  the  defor- 
mities of  children,  or  others.  Dated 
January  24,  1797- 

Robert  Ferryman,  of  Hammcr- 
fmith,  in  the  county  of  Middlcfex, 
Clerk,  for  a  machine  for  blanch- 
ing, grinding,  and  drefling  of  corn. 
Dated  January  24,  1797. 

JamesMurphy,  of  Hertford  fiitct^ 
Pancras,  for  improvements  in  (an- 
ning  hides  and  fkins,  &c.  Dated 
January  27,  1797. 

y^UuaiU  B^olfe  and  Samuel  Davis, 


of  Cheapfidc,  MuCcal-Inftrumenl- 
makers,  for  improvements  in  harp- 
fichords  and  piano-fortes.  Dated 
January  31,  1797.        "" 

George  Cotes,  of  Edward-flreet, 
Chrift-Church,  in  the  county  of 
Surrey,  Carpenter  and  Builder,  for 
a  machine  for  expediting  the  mak- 
ing of  horfe-ftioe  nails,  brads,  &c. 
Dated  January  31,  1797. 

John  Grover,  of  Cheftiam,  in  the 
county  of  Bucks,  Brewer,  for  iri- 
provements  in  the  conflruclion  and 
fixing  of  coppers,  boilers,  and  fur- 
naces.    Dated  February  7,  1797. 

John  Falconer  Atlee,  of  Wand- 
fworth,  in  the  county  of  Surrey, 
Diftiller,  foi;  a'  method  of  conderi"- 
ing  and  cooling  fpifits,  in  the  pro- 
cefs  of  diftillation.  Dated  Febru- 
ary 7,  1797. 

James  Glazebrook,  of  Hadley, 
in  the  county  of  Salop,  Engineer, 
for  a  method  of  working  and  giving 
power  to  machinery,  by  means  of 
air.    Dated  Febniar)' 7,  1797- 

John  Nafh,  of  Dover-ftrcet,  SL 
James's,  Archite£b,  for  a  method 
of  conftru6dng  bridges  of  plate- 
iron,  &c.  Dated  February  7, 
1797. 

Aaron  Garlick,  of  Duckenfield, 
in  the  county  of  Chefter,  Manufac- 
turer, for  a  machine  for  fpinning 
and  roving  of  cotton.  Dated  Fe- 
bruary 7,  179?. 

'Nicholas 
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Nicholas  Dubois  de  Chemant,  of 
Frifh-ftreet,  Soho,  for  a  table  M'lth 
a  ftove  placed  in  the  centre  thereof. 
Dated  February  15,  1797. 

George  Hodfon/of  the  city  of 
Cheftcr,  for  a^  improved  method 
of  feparating  the  foffil,  or  mineral 
alkali,  from  various  fubftances. 
Dated  February  23,  1797. 

Thomas  Oxenham,  of  Oxford- 
ftreet,  Mangle  and  Prefs  -  Makef. 
for  a  portable  lever- mangle,  for  ca- 
lendering linen,  &c.  Dated  Fe- 
bi-uary  28,  1797. 

John  Silveflcr;  of  the  parifh  of 
St.  Pancras,  irt.  the  coimty  of  Mid- 
dlefex,  Millwright,  for  a  method 
of  mafhing  and  mixing  malt,  and 
all  kinds  of  grain,  for  the  purpofe 
of  brewing  and  dUlilling.  I)ated 
March  9,   1797. 

Henry  Goo<I\^'yn,  of  Lower  Eaft 
Smilhfield,  in  the  county  of  Middle^ 
fex.  Porter  -  Brewer,  for  mixing 
and  mafliing  malt,  and  all  kinds  of 
grain  ufed  for  the  purpofe  of  brew- 
ing and  dillilKng,  by  means  of  an 
improved  raafh-tub  and  mafhing- 
machine.     Dated  March  9,  1797. ' 

William  Sellars,  of  Briftol,  Ma- 
nufafturer,  for  machines  for  draw- 
ing out  wool  or  flax,  combed  by 
liand,  intQ  a  perpetual  length  or 
iliver,  &c.     Dated  March  1 1 ,  1797. 

William'  Siddon,  of  Wcfl^Brom- 
wick,  in  tlie  county  of  Stafford, 
Gun-lock-maker,  for  a  method  of 
fcrewing  and  feftening  the  hammer- 
fprings  and  fear-fpnngs  to  gun- 
locks  and  piftol-Iocks.  Dated  March 
n,  1797. 

Edmund  Bunting,  of  Pitman's 
Buildings,  Old-ftreet,  for  a  method 
of  producing  a  forward  and  retro- 
grade motion,  capable  of  being  ap- 
plied to  mangles^  pumps,  calenders,' 
rolling-preflcs,  fcc  Wtod  March 
?5,  n?T*  ' 


Robert  Barber,  of  Billborough* 
in  the  coun(y  of  Nottingham,  Tor 
'an  improvement  on  the  machjxjp 
called  a  ftockin^-framc,  -otherwife 
the  gigger  ftocki^g-frame.  .  Dated 
Marqh  24>,  1797.  \  ... 

■  Jofeph  Barton,  of  BifhopfgaJtCf 
ftreet,  London^  for  preparing. inr 
digofor  dying  wool,  (ilk,  linen,  cot- 
ton, &c.     Dated' March  25,  1797. 

John  Paflman,  of  Doncafter^  ill 
the  city  ofYork^  fpr  j^n  improvement 
in  machinery  for  drawihg,  rovine^ 
and  fpinning  wool,  hemp,  flax,  filk, 
mohair,  &c.  Dated  March  25,1797, 

John  Manton,  qT  Dover-ftreet, 
in  thtf  pari(h  of  St.  George,  Hai>r 
over-fquare.  Gun-maker,  for  an 
invention,  or  improvement,  in  the 
conflrudion  of  guns  and  piflols: 
Dated  April  12,  1797. 

Robert  Crofs,  of  Quaker  Brook, 
in  the  county  of  Lancafter,  Tanner,* 
for  a  new  invented  tan-pit,  and 
mode  of  tanning.  Dated  April  26, 
1797. 

Thomas  Todd,  of  Kingfton-upon- 
Hull,  Iron-monger,  fox  an  hydrau- 
lic pump  or  machine  for  raifinj 
water.     Dated  May  9,  1797. 

Richard  Varley,  of  Damdde,  near 
Bolton-le -Moors,  in  the  county  p£ 
Lancafter,  Merchant  and  Cotton- 
Manufa£hirer,  for  a  perpetual  mov- 
ing-powder.    Dated  May  29,  1797, 

Timotty  Harris^  of  WaJtham- 
Abbey,  ini  the  county  of  Ellex^ 
Pin-maker,  for  a  method  of  ma- 
nufafi;uring  pins,  -with  iron  and 
other  metals,  and  making  the  min^- 
white.  Dated  July  4, .  1 797 . 
,  Jofeph  Slater,  of  Sharpies,  new:. 
Bolton- le-Modrs,  in  the  county  of 
Lancafler,  Bleacher,  for  an  im- 
provement in  a  machine  for  finifh- 
ing  bleached,  dyed,  and  printed 
muflins.  Dated  July  4^  1797.  : 
'  Aiithony  Georgie  ^khardt,  of 
C  0  '^  Charing^ 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


^?    ANNUAL  .REGISTER,    1797. 

Charinff<Crofs,  Gentleman,  for  a 
'method  of  tnakirtg  dra^<*,  or  bcncb- 
looitis,  for  manura6hiring  caqjets, 
Tiorders,  and  other  things.  Dated 
Jtily  i,  1797. 

John  Hawkfley,  of  >**    , 

for  a  method  of  combing  wool,  cot- 
ton, filk,  flax,  hemp,  and  moliair. 
Dated  July  4,  1797.  . 
"John  Maule,  of  Caftle-ftreet, 
Oxford-ftreet,  Engine-maker,  for 
an  improvement  on  a  machine  for 
cleaning  grain  from  the  ftraw. 
Dated  }u\y  4-,  1797. 
.  John  Richardfon,  of  the  parifh 
of  St,  Giles  in  the  Fields,  Opti- 
cian,  for  a  machine  to  be  applied 
to  glafles  and  pebble?  of  every  de- 
fcriplion,  for  the  ufe  of  fights  in 
general.     Dated  July  4,  1797. 

Henry  Johnton,  of  London, 
Gentleman,  for  a  water  -  proof 
Irompound,  and  a  Vegetable  liquid 
for  bleaching,  \vhitening,ind  cleanf- 
!ng  woollens,  linens,  cottons,  &c. 
ind  alfo  for  preparing  (luffs,  or 
clotlts  made  of  wool,  linen,  cotton, 
or  filk,  in  order,  by  the  applica{ion 
€f  the  aforefaid  water-proof  com* 
pound,  to  render  them  impenetra- 
ble to  wet.     Dated  July  7,  1797. 

Ai'chibald,  Earl  of  Dundonald, 
for  a  method  of  preparing  cerufe, 
or  white  tead,  which  he  conceivts 
wiU  be  of  great  public  utility,  par- 
ficularly  as  he  has  reafon  to  believe 
it  will  not  be  injurious  to  tlie  health 
6f  perfons  employed  therein.  Dated 
Aueuft  16,  179t.  ' 

Anthony  Gcofge  Eckhardt,  of 
llaris-fquare,  in  the  county  of 
Middleiex,  Gentleman,  for  a  me- 
thod of  condrufting  'pumps  and 
•ngines  for  evacuatmg  water  or 
other  fluids,  extinguiflung  of  fires, 
&c.    Dated  Auguit  18,  1797. 

William  Chapman,  of  Newcaftk- 
Vpon  -  Tync,  Genit^man,   for  a 


method  of  laying,  ,t>v:ifting,  orinak* 
ing  ropes  or  cordage^  of  any  nun>- 
ber  of  yarns  or  flrands,  or  any  nitin- 
T)er  of  threads,  tarr^  or  untarred. 
Dated  Sept.  13,  1797. 

Samuel  Stanfield,  of  Stayleyr 
Bridge,  in  the  county  of  Lani^er, 
Clock-maker,  for  a  macliine  for 
roving  or  fpinning. of  cotton,  flax, 
hemp,  worfled,  yarn,  wool,  &c. 
and  for  doubling. and  twifling  fili^ 
'cotton,  and  thread.  Dated  Sept. 
15,  1797. 

Charles  Baker,  of  the  city  of 
Briftol,  Seedfman,  for  a  methoid  of 
preventing  the  fmut  in  wheat. 
Dated  Ottober  U,  1797. 

Edmund  Cartwright,  of  the  parifii 
of  S(.  Mary-le-bone,  in  the  coim- 
ty  of  Middlefex,  M.  A.  for  an 
incombxiftible  fubftitute  for  certain 
materials  commonly  uied  i|i  con- 
ftruding  dwelUng-houfes  and  other 
buildings.  Dated  O^lober  11, 
1797. 

Harry  Watts,  of  Binley,  in  the 
county  of  Warwick^  Gentleman, 
for  an  ipaplemcnt  for  draining  land. 
Dated  Oaober,  19,  1797. 

*  Jofeph  Bramah,  of  Piccadilly,  in 
the  county  of  Middlefex,  Engineer, 
for  a  metnod  of  retaining,  dariiy- 
ing,  preferving,  and  drawing  off  all 
kinds  of  liquors ; .  with  iundry  im- 
jpjfoved  cafl^s  and  implenoients^  nc- 
ceffaryllo  give  his  contrivance  the 
fuUeffea.  DatedOaobcr31,1797. 

John  Harriot,  of  Prefcott-ibrecl, 
Goodman's  Fields,  in  the  coimty  of 
Middlefex,  Efq.  for  a  new-invenl- 
ed  cog-wheel  crab,  or  capfbui,  with 
geers,.to  work  fliips^  pumps,  en- 
gines, and  hydraulic  machines,  to 
j;lve  a  fliip  way  throu j;h  the  water, 
in  calms  or  light  wmds.  Dated 
oaober  31,  1797. 

Thomas  Paton-,  of  Chriftchurch, 
in  the  county  of  Surrey,  Engine- 
maker, 
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maker,  for  a  new -invented  prcfe. 
Dated  OAoaer  31,  1797. 

John  Parrifli,  of  ■        , 

in  the  county  of  Somerfet,  for  a 
method  of  rendering  all  kinds  of 
'wooUen  cloth  impenetrable  to  moif- 
l\ire,  or  wet,  or  water-proof,  with- 
out alfe6tin^  their  beauty,  colour^ 
or  wear.     Dated  0<aober  31,  1797. 

Robert  Beatfon,  of  Kikie,  in  the 
county  of  Fife,  £fq.  for  a  method 
of  applying  the  power  of  wind  or 
water  to  horizontal  mills,  the  prin- 
ciple of  which  may  be  alfo  applied 
to  feveral  other  purpofes.  Dated 
Oaober31,  1797. 

Henry  Overend,  of  the  city  of 
•  Briilol,  Gentleman,  for  a  machine 
which  may  be  ufed  as  a  waggon, 
cart,  or  dray,  in  a  more  perfefiand 
expeditious  manner,  and  with  fewer 
horfes  than  ufually  and  heretofore 
done.     Dated  November  9,  1797. 

Edmund  Cartwright,  of  the  pa- 
riih  of  St.  .Mary-le-Bone,  in  the 
county  of  Middlefex,  M.  A.  for 
improvements  in  the  coziddru^ion, 
working,  and  application  of  fteam- 
cngines.     Dated  Nov.  1 1,  1797. 

Daniel  Langton,  of  Wandfworth, 
in  the  county  of  Surrey,  Builder, 
for  locks,  fprings,  and  machinery, 
for  the  fecurity  of  doors,  and  for 
preventing  rain  or  w^t  from  paflinj; 
under  them ;  and  which  will  caufe 
doors  to  pafs  over  carpets,  &c.  and 
will  prevent  cold  air  from  paffing 
under  or  over  the  fame,  and,  by 
that  means,  ke^p  rooms  waon* 
Dated  Nov.  18,  1797. 

John  Crooks,  of  Edinburgh, 
Chemifl,  for  a  method  of  makmg' 
foap,  and  bleaching,  by  means  and 
ufe  of  mineral  and  vegetable  alkalis. 
Dated  December  12,  1797. 

James  Weldon,  of  Litchfield,  in 
the  county .  of  Stafford,  for  a  ma- 
chine or  mill  for  breaking,  grinding, 
gnd  pulverizing  patched  or  chopped 
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bark  for  tanning ;  and  for  break  ing, 
grinding,  and  pulverizing  different 
kinds  of  wood,  and  other  hard  fub- 
ftances.  Dated  December  22, 1797. 

William  Milton,  of  the  city  of 
Briftol,  M.  A.  for  a  methocf  of 
caufing  (hips,  veflels,  barges,  boats, 
and  craft  of  all  iizes,  to  be  built  at 
prices  confiderably  below  what  are 
given  for  them,  as  built  in  the  prcit- 
lent  mode ;  ajid  for  rendering  the 
rudders  thereof,  in  fome  cafes,  morp 
effe6lual.  Dated  December  23, 
1797. 

Matthew  BouUon,of  Soho^  in  the 
county  of  Stafford,  Efquire,  for  an 
apparatus  and  method  of  raiiing 
water  and  other  fluids.  Dated  De- 
cember 30,  1797. 


For /trtventtng  Smttt-Balls^  or  BvntSy 
ammgjl  Wheat.  * 

Sir, 

LAST  fummer  my  crop  of  wheat 
was  very  much  injured  by^ 
fmut-balls,  or  bunts,  which  were 
found  amongil '  it  in  very  great 
quantifies.  This  misfortune  was  \ff 
no  means  peculiar  to  myfelf,  but  was  - 
a  fub|e6l  of  general  complaint  in  thb 
part  of  the  country,  many  iarmevs 
having  their  wheat, fo  much  da- 
maged by  it,  as  to  render  it  totally 
unfit  for  the  miller's  u(e.  Wifhing, 
if  poifible,  to  try  fome  means  0f 
prevention,!  was  at  le^gith  informed 
of  a  farmer  in  this  neighbourhood^ 
who  had  for  many  years  pail;  made 
ufe  of  a  preparation,  with  which 
he  drefled  his  wheat,  prcMious  \s^ 
fowing,  and  wluch  had  proved  ef- 
ficacious. I  made  application  to  hiiB^ 
and  was  favoured  with  his  receipt; — 
which,  after  having  made  ibme  al 
terations  in,  and  more  accurately 
afcertaining  the  prQpQrti9n$  of*  the 
ingredients  ufed,  I  have  tried  \  and 

with 
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with'  pfeafure  eommunicate  to  jon 
the  refvilt  rf  my  experiment,  think* 
ing  ttie  knowledge  ef  it  cannot  be 
too  generally  dilfufed.-  My  feed 
wheat  laft  autumn  wv&  rery  full  of 
fmut-ballB,  or  bunts,  both  hard  and 
.foft ;  and  having  previoufly  prepar- 
ed it^  as  will  \^  nereafter  defcrib* 
ed,  I  fowed  ten  acres  of  land  with 
it,  and  have  the  fatisfa^ion  of  in- 
forming you,  the  crop  of  wheat 
produced  therefrom  is  of  a  good 
Quality,  the  'quantity  equal  to  my 
expcaation,  and  on  a  very  minute 
examination  does  not  appear  to  con- 
fain  k  fingle  fmutball,  or  bunt, 
Ihouffh  fome  of  the  adjoining  elofes 
of  wheat- have  a  large  quantityof 
k  in  them.  Underfhmding  there  i^ 
great  injury  done  to  the  crops  of 
wheat  this  feafon  by  fmut-baln,  or 
bunts)  I  am  anxious  to  communi- 
cate the  rece4^t8  to  the  farmers, 
early  enough  for  the  enfuing, wheat 
feed-time,  moft  fincerely  wifliing 
the^  may  experieticc  equal  pro<»s 
©f  tts  efficacy.  I  muft  requeft-very 
particular  attention  in  locking  up 
Itie  pan  and  (hovel  ufed  in  prepar- 
ing the  wheat,  as  I  trull  it  is  unne- 
ceflary  to  inform  your  readers  that 
the  preparation  is  a  very  ftrong 
poifon.  The  bags  in  which' the  pre- 
pared wheat  is  carried  to-  the  neld, 
•Should  not  be  ufed  for  any  other 
purpofe.  The  pan  and  *(hovel,  if 
very  carefully  w^ihed  with  boling 
•  water,  and  Ico^red  repeatedly  with 
cfand,  may  be  ufed  for  any  purpofe 
*fterwards  withperfe6tfafety.  The 
-expense  of  preparing  a  fuilicient 
quantity  of  leed  for  one  (latute 
Here  of  land,  will  very  little  exceed 
f«  (hilling. 

I  am,  Sir,     ' 
Your  moft  obedient  fervant, 
j1  Ntl^n^afftAire  Freehtidtr. 
Aui.  16,  1797. 


AaHpt  fir  ^eventing  Smut'BaSsy  ^ 
Btmis^  amongH  Wlteat. 

TAKE  three  pounds  of  puh-r- 
rized  white  arienic,  and  four  pounds 
of  common  (alt,  boil  them  toge- 
ther in  three  gallons  of  water  for 
twenty  minutes,- ftirring  it  well  tlie 
whole  time,  then  add  three  gallons 
of  cold  water  to  i^;  and  this  quantity 
will  be  fufficient  foreiglit  Winchci'- 
ter  bufiiels  of  wheat 

■    IJethii  tf  upng  the  ateve  Mixture. 

On  the  evening'precedingtheda^ 
nf  fowin^g,  lay  thequantitv  of  wccat 
you  intend  to  ibw,  on  a  heap )  ftir 
up.  the  mixture,  an&  gradually 
fprinkl^  it  with  a  di(h  upon  th^ 
wheat,  taking  care  at  the  fame  time 
to  keep  turning  over  the  wheat  with 
an  iron  Ihovel,  fo  tliat  every  graia 
of  it  (hall  be  well  moiftened ;  con- 
tinue turning  it  for  fome  time,  then 
•fweep'the  whole  iip  neatlv'  toge« 
ther ;  let  the  heap  lie  on  the  floor 
for  twelye  hours.  In  the  rooming 
mix  a  fmall  quantity  of  quick  Vim^ 
am<mgft  the  whoat,  turning  it  again 
repeatedly :  you  may  then  carry  it 
to  the  fieid  and  (pw  \t.  It  wiU'  bt 
bed  to  prepare  no  more  wheat  at  % 
time  than  w^ll  be  (own  ia  one  day. 


WIK9T    RE1»ORT    FROM    THE  COM- 
■    MITTEE  OS  WASTE*  LANDS,  &C. 

7&  Camflatfee  ahjumtrd  u  tnkt  hfp. 
CmfiJerMtkn  fie  Meam  y  /n^unitng 
the  Culti'jatiom  4Mtl  Im^mjemem  <if 
the  Wa/ie^  Untnchfeti^  and  Unfindnc- 
tree  Lands  ^  and  tfie  Common  Ara^ 
fields^  Common  Meadows^  and  Com- 
mm  tfFa/ture  in  fhii  Kingdom;  and 
toil  vxre  em/nmei^  to  te/mt  thetr 
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PrcceeJin^.  together  whhf/te?yO/unm'}e^^Ar\6vT\or  to  the  firft  feffion 
i/i^rwi.  from  Time  h  time,  lo  the    of  the  prclent  parliament. 


the*  following  Tabic  will 
ibme  idea  of  ttie  number  -of  tji 
bills  that  p?j(red  every  ten  years, 
and  the  average  thereof,  commenc- 
ing anno  1726 ;  fincc  which  period, 
a(5&  of  inclofnrer  have  pafled  in  a 
greater  or  fmaller  number  every 
ycar^ 

Number  vfBiUsfor  Ten  Years, 


HAVING  proceeded  to  that 
important  inquiry^  and  hav- 
ing examined  leverat-  intelligent 
perf.->ns  upon. the  fubje^,  and  had 
fevcral  papers  and  other  documents 
laid  before  them,  liave  thought  it 
expedient  to  lole  no  'tim&  in  fub- 
mitting  to  the  confideration  of  the. 
Houfe  the  information  they  have 
already  coUccted;  and  for  that  pur* 
pofc  will  Hate  with  as  much  brevity 
as  poiiible, 

I.  The  progrefe  that  has  hitherto 
been  made  in  the  intlofure  of  land 
by  private  acts,  in  fa-fer  as  the 
fame  can  be  afcertained. 

II.  The  extent  of  land  remain- 
ing   uninclofed,    and  the    means   of  indofurc  which  have  pafled  fop 
which,  in  thie  judgment  of  your   each  county;  and  an  eftimate  of 


Ending  anno 

1735 

38 

4 

17I..5 

39 

4 

•  1755 

64 

<5    ^ 

1765 

-319 

SI     ^ 

1775 

471 

47 

■'  1735 

-469  ' 

47 

1796 

371 

sr 

¥bur  Committee  next  proceeded 

to  draw  up  ah  abfhaa  of  the  adb 

committee,  are  likely  to  be  moft  ef- 
fe^ual  for  the  fpeedy  inclofure 
thereof. 

I. '       • 

Progrefs  rfJnclofure  ly  private  ASs, 

The  firft  aft  for  the  inclofure  o^ 
lands  according  to  the  modern  fyf- 


thc  extent  of  land  thereby  incloied 
in  eadh.  The  number  of  ads  could 
be  in  general  fufiiciently  afdertatned 
by jperufing  the  titles  to  the  ftatutes 
paued  each  year ;  but  the  extent  of 
land  thereby  mclofed  could  not  fo 
cafily  be  known.  In  the  greater 
part  of  the  a6b,  it  is  true,  that 


tem,i$  that  ofRopley,  in  the  county  fome  general  eftimate  is  given  o^ 

of  Southampton,    anno    1709-10.  the  land  to  be  inclofed,  but  iii 

This,  as  might  be  expefbed  in  a  1776  ad$,  there  are  nolefsa  tium- 

new  attempt,  was  oppoied,  though,  ber  than  466  which  db  not  fpeci^ 

fortim^tely,  without  luccefs*.  Only  the  contents  in  acres. 

one  other  aft  pafled  in  the  reign  of  in  this  fituation,  vour  Comtnittee 

Queen  Anne ;    namely,    that    of  were  of  opinion,  that  the  beft  rule; 

Thromarton,  aKas  Farmington,  in  to  proceed  upon  was  to  take  the 

the  county  of  Glouceller.    In  the  average  number  of  acres,  where 

rcigoof  George  I.  thcrc^ were  but  the    contents    were  fpec^ed,   as 


ilxteenafts;  in  that  of  George.  II. 
only  226.  The  remaindeTf  amount* 
ing  to  1,552^  have  all  taken  place 
dimnj  the  reign  of  hisprefent  Ma- 


the  nile  of  calculation  where  the 
extent  was  imknown  ^  and  the  fol- 
lowing Table  :is  drawn  up  on  that 
principle. 


*  Sea  Petition  agaiaflRoplcy  Inclofure^ ^/7»!9,  7airr«  vol  zvi.  p.  'i%v 
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C€atrai  TahU  tftie  ARs  ff  IncUfwrt^  fnm  tht  Ctmmeuceman  ff^  Jtf^p 
Quepi  Atme  to  ike  Cwclufion  tfthe  Seffion  rftht  Mtk  Bar&amKmt  «*" 
Great  Britain^  57  George  JIL  anm  1797. 


COUNTY. 


Bedford    -    - 

17 

Berks      ^      . 

7 

Bucks     .      . 

31 

Cambridge     - 

5 

Chcftcr     .     . 

12 

Cumberland  - 

7 

Derby      -     - 

65 

Ddrfot      -     . 

9 

Durham    -    - 

26 

Eflcr   -    .    . 

2 

Glouceftcr     - 

59 

Mcrefofd  .    - 

7 

Hertford  -     -^ 

6 

Huntmgdon  - 

19 

l^ncafter  -    - 

27 

iKcicefter  -    • 

117 

lincoja     -     - 

153 

Middlefex      - 

2 

Norfolk    •     - 

37 

Northsvnpion 

97 

Northumberland 

30 

Nottingham  - 

60 

Oxford     -    - 

3i 

Ru^Und    -    - 

15 

Salop  .     ,    -. 

16 

Soraerfct  -    - 

42 

Soultiampton 

20 

Stafford     -    • 

35 

Suffplk     -     - 

7 

Surry  -    -    . 

2 

SufTcx      -      - 

4 

Warwick 

58 

WeflmerelaBd 

2 

Qftrried  forward 

988 

5-=  S 

IS  o  3*^ 

Wo  2;  .15 


50,03 

6,333 
38,457 
8,816 
10,563 
.25,146 
54,985 
13,354 
64,115 
1,022 
51,471 
3,320 
8,022 
30,750 
26,801 
161,208 
36B,018 
3,330 
70,176 
157,956 
111,248 
108,541 
50,736 
22,704 
18,920 
44,986 
15,782 
55,646 
7,501 
437 
1,450        — 
49,155 
2,158 


1602750      332     |645,695 
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4*3 


of  Ads 
e  Extent 
cified. 

Extent  of  Land  in- 

clofed,  where  the 

Number  of  Acres 

is  Ipecified. 

•  of  Ads 
ic   Extent 
>ecified. 

e  Extent 
e  Number 
;s  is  not 
ified. 

S     CO 

3<C 

Total 

COONTT. 

Number 

where  th 

is  fpe 

Number 

where    tb 

is  not  f 

2|^ 

S5< 

1 

Extents 

Brought  over 

988 

1602750 

332 

6^5^69% 

1,330 

2,359,  WO 

WUts  .     .     . 

18 

31,681 

36 

63,368 

54 

95,053 

Worcefter      - 

26 

24,ia4 

36 

33,48(> 

m 

57,670 

York    -     .     • 

265 

338,757 

50 

63,954 

315 

402,7  1 1 

1,297 

1997372 

454 

806,501 

1,761 

2,803,873 

WALES. 

* 

Flint    .     .     - 

6 

16,990 

.» 

6 

i6,9no 

Glamorgan     - 

1 

750 

— 

^^ 

J 

750 

Monmouth     - 

1 

780 

^ 

1 

7HD 

Montgomery 

4 

8,626 

1 

2,157 

5 

10,783 

Pembroke 

1 

2,450 

1 

2,450 

2 

4,t)0a 

13 

28,596 

2 

4,507 

15 

33,203 

1,310 

2025968 

466 

811,108 

1,776 

2,937,873 

Total  number  of 

inclofures     from 

the    commence- 

■ 

ment  of  the  reign 

of  Queen  Anne 

to  the  conclufion 

of  the  feffion  of 

the  17th  parlia- 

ment  of   Great 

Britain      -     - 

1,297 

1,997,372 

464 

306,501 

1,761 

2,803,S7S 

Ditto  in  Wales 

13 

28,596 

2 

4,607 

15 

33,203 

Grand  total    . 

1,310 

2,025,968 

466 

811,108 

1,776 

2,837^873 

On 
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4«4     ANNUAL    REGISTER,   1797; 

On  the  preceding  tabic  your 

Committee  be^  leave  to  remark, 

that  no  a£Vs  of  ujclofure  have  taken 

place  in  the  cmmlies^  of  Devon  and 

CornwaK;  and  a  vcrv  few  in  prp- 

portion  to  jts.  extent  la  the  prnici- 

YSaliiy  of  Wales.     Indeed  thei^ejs 

evi^Ky  reafon  to  imai^ne  that  coun-  • 

ties  at  a  diftaBPfe  frdfn-thc  oiotrb- 

polis  are 'deterred  frotm  making  ap- 

plicationfe  to    parliament,  by  -the 

d!fEcuUy'inabtai)uii^  lucli  ads,  and 
,  UiC  cxj>cnCiC  attending  them ;«  and 

tliat  no  extend vc  plar  of  improve- 

*nent  can  be  expt.<^ed  in  the  more. 

#em©teparts^  pf  th^*k:n:;dom  w'hilft 

the  prefent  f\  llem  continues. 

Your  CoirrmtFfce  "t:zve  alfo 
•thought  proper  to  draw  nj>  a  table 
•of  the  afts,  arcr)rdih^I51hc' feigns 

of  the  di if crent  Sovereigns,  toge- 
ther witli  a  caicnlalion  of  the  ex- 
tent ^f  land  inclofediii  each  rdgn. 


General  Tahk  (f  AtTs  of  Inclofiires^ 
accvrding  fo  the  Rei^s  ^the  tlffffrent 
SeveteiglBs, 


Rfign. 


Numbrtr 


.Extent  of  Land 
incbfoL . 


*Queen  Anne  -  2*  -  1,4.33 
George  I.  -  16  -  17,660 
George  If.  -  226  -  '318,778 
George  III.  -    1,332    -  2,80i,I97 

3,776         2,837,873 

It  would  alfo  have  been  defire- 
able  to  have  diflinguifhed  the  ex- 
tent of  wafle  land  inclofed,  com- 
Eared  to  that  of  common  fields  or 
mds  pf  an  arable  nature ;  but  to 
have  afcertained  the  fame  with 
any  tolerable  accuracy,  would  havp 
i^equired  fo  much  time,  and  been 
attended  with  fo  many  difficulties, 
that  your  Committee  were  under 
the  neceHity  of  givlug  up  tlie  ide& 


11. 

On  the  Extent  of  Land  remaauxg  a»* 
inclcfedy  and  thfi  Means  tokick  ?^^n: 
h  a/lofi  fed  for  more  effeHuoTty  ^- 
nuting  the  Inclcfure  thereaf, 

HAVING  endeavoured  to  afcer- 
taia  the  quantity  of  land  aire^d? 
inclofed,  it  -w»v.Id  have  been  ex- 
tremely defireable,  in  the  next 
pbk:e,  to  havS  laid  before  the  Hauls 
^.accurate  tbatemcnl  of  the  cxie&t 
.of  land.full  remaining  uninclofd, 
reft ric ting  the  eftiroate  Uy  En -laiKi, 
as  the  wades  and  commons  of  Scot- 
fehd  do  not  come  within  the  fcopi^ 
of  this  report.  Yoflr  Committee, 
howrrcr,"Oh"llus  bead,  have  beeo. 
under  the  licceffity  of  being  faiii- 
ftednRTTth  vefy  general  calcuktion:, 
of  which  the  following  is  tiic 
refult : — 

,  It  is  fuppofed  that  England  a- 
lone  contains  about  46^000,000  cf 
acres,  of  ^ich  about  7^800,003 
remain  waP^e  in  common  or  uncul- 
tivated; and.on  the  fuppotition  that 
only  1,200,000  acres  are  in  a  ^tzi^ 
of  common  fields,  or,  from  various 
circumflances^as'from  Lammas  te- 
nure, &c.  cannot  be  inclofed  with- 
out the  authority  of  parliament,  it 
would  appear  that  at.leall  one- fifth 
part  of  the  fouihern  part  of  ihc 
illand  remains  fubjed  to  the  opera- 
tions of  a  general,  bill  of  indomre. 

The  progrefs  in  dividing  and 
improving  this  cr-tcnt  of  territory 
mufl  be  extremely  flow ;  and  ex- 
perience has  already  fetally  proved, 
that,  as  the  law  now  (lands,  it  o 
extremely  inadequate  to  the  ia- 
crcafing  population  and  confuivp- 
tion  of  the  country.  On  the  fop- 
pofftion  indeed  tliat  50,000  a^fCi 
are  annually  inclofed  under  the  pre- 
fent  fyftem,  if  there  are  10,000,000 
aur^    yxuncbf^    it    would  re- 
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5  200  years  before  the  whol#; 
compli fhed.  Befides,  in  many, 
>  the  comt-nons  are  ipo  fmali  to. 
•  ll\e  h^avy,.cxpence  attending  a. 
'ial  ^a6y.  oi^  parliament  j  and  in; 
ote  pai-ts  of  Ihe  country,  where" 
lana  is  of  litilc  value^  the  ex-- 
ce  of  ^n  aft  is  a  very  material 
fideraiioii.  .  Your  Committed 
I  therefore  proceed  briefly  to 
e  the  n^eans  which  have  occur* 
i  to  them  for  remoring  fo  great 
obilacle  to  impmvieni^nt* 
To  pafs  a  law  permitting  perlons 
animoxifly  confenting  to  an  ia- 
>fure  to  divide  their  common  pro- 
rty  by  agreement  among  them- 
Ives,  and.  to  remove  all  legal  dif- 
ftUtles  which  may  Jftand  in  the  way : 
'  fuch  agreement,  is  a  meafur« 
hich  will  not  probably  meet  with 
ly  oppolition  5  and  yourCommit- 
je  have  come  to  a  refolution,  re- 
ommeading  that  fuch  a  bill  ihould 
»e  fubmitted  to  the  coniideiation  of 
heHoufe-  The  great  difficulty  how* 
jver  is,  to  fuggcft  the  means  of  tiring- 
ng  about  a.divifion  where  the  par* 
tks  differ  regarding  the  inclofure. 

If  the  parties  ard  not  unanimous, 
there  are  two  modes  by  which  the 
inclofure  might  be  effic^ed  ^  napie- 
ly,  1  ft.   By  giving  authority  to  the 
courts  of  law  either  to  appoint  com^' 
miffioners,  or  to  divide  the  commons 
by  judicial  proceedings  I  or,  2d,  To 
enable  the  parties  interefted  to  ap- 
point tronuniffioners  for  the  purpofe 
of  feparating  the  portions  of  thofe 
who  alTpnt  from  thofe  who  diflent 
to  the  inclofure,  ia  order  that  the 


lliares  belonging  ta  the  aflcnten 
may  be  inclofed. 

In  regard  to  the  iirft  idea,  that  of 
pafTmg  a  law  giving  the  power  of 
nominating  the  commiifioners,  not 
tQ  ihe  parties  interefted,  but  to  the 
Lord  Chancellor,  the  Judee  of  Af* 
fi^p,  the  Grand  Jury,  or.  the  Quar* 
tisr  Seifions  of  each  county ;  or  to 
adopt  a  plan  fimilar  to  that  efta* 
bliihed  in  Scotland,  by  which  thd 
commpfis  are  divided  by  the  courts 
of  law,  without  the  intervention  of 
conunlftioners,  it  would  require 
very  deliberate  coniideradon*  Th« 
Scotch  plan,  your  Committee  un« 
derilancli  has  ia  fome  cafes  beeil 
found  expenftve,  and  in,  others  im^ 
pra6Hcable  *.  And  .in.  regard  it> 
the  granting  authority  to  the  Chan- 
cellor, the  Judge  of  AfDzej  the 
Grand  Jury,  or  the  Quarter  Sef* 
fions,  to  appoi,nt  coqumiifioners,  if 
other  means  can  be  thought  of  to 
aiifwer  the  (ame  purpofe,  it  feenia 
unneceflary  to  add  to  the  labour  of 
thofe  who  are,  it  is  fuppofed,  al- 
r^y  fufficiendy  loaded  with  judi'- 
dal  bufinefs.    ; 

.  2d.  To  the  adoption  of  the  fe- 
cond  plan,  however,  your  Commit- 
tee can  fee  no  material  objection. 
It  is  an  eftabliflied  principle  in  the 
law  of  England,  that  no  perfoi\ 
holding  a  properly  in  feveralty  cau 
have  tliat  property  encroached  up- 
on without  his  own  qonfent,  or  an 
ad  of  the  legiflature.  But  the  cafe 
i?  different  where  the  property  is 
mixed.  It  is  well  known  that  joint . 
tenants,  coparceners,  and  teuauu 


•  Attempts  h?vc  been  made  xo  divide  a  common  called  Milbuie,  tituated  in  tl^ 
coumic*  of  Rofe  and  Cn>marty>  but  in  vain.  To  alccrtain  the  rights  of  the  parciw; 
and  the  »t<Dt  of  their  mutual  ioterefts,  before  a  court  of  law,  was  found  imprac- 
ticable. But  commiffioocrt  appointed  for  that  purpofe,  iovefted  with  authoritVt 
fioiUar  to  that  grained  in  an  Engliih  b;il  of  inclofMre,  would  have  found  no  ddficul- 
f]f  ixidiviJifig  that  common. 
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Ill  cotmnon,  are  either  by  the  com- 


mon law,  or  by  exprefs   (hitute, 
liioi 


rompellabie  to  a  diviiton ;  and  it  is 
6nly  neceffery  to  extend  the  fame 
principles  to  mixed  property  of 
every  other  defcription,  to  obtain 
what  has  been  fo  long  ardently 
wiflied  for,— an  eafy  and  efFe^hial 
method  of  promoting  a  general 
fyftem  of  improvement.  For  that 
pwrpofe,  it  is  propofcd  that  provi- 
iion  (hoiild  be  made,  tnder  the  au- 
thority of  a  general  law,  by  whfch 

all  perfons  poflcfled  of  mixed  pro-    example  of  their  neighbours, 
perty  in  land,  defirous  of  iriclofing 


parties  defircTus  of  an  indoiare  may 
thus    obtain   the  objeA    of  their 
wifhes  J  whereas  thofe  who  arc  ei- 
ther unable  or  unwilling  to   im- 
prove their  allotments,  and  there- 
fore diflent  from  the  inclofure,  are 
permitted  to  retain  their  ihares  in 
common  as  formerly.    This  is  in- 
finitely preferable  to  compelling  a 
relumnt  aflent;  for  if  the  improve- 
ments made  in  the  portion  thus 
inclofed,  are  fomid  to  anfwer,  thofe 
who  didenC  will  foon  follow   the 


or  improving  the  fame,  fliall   be 
enabled  to  have  their  Ihare  in  that 
property  feparately  fet  out,  leaving 
tfce  property  of  thofe  who  di(?ent 
from  fuch  a  meafure,  in  its  former 
mixed  ftate.    By  this  plan,  every 
individual  may  do  what  he  judges 
beft  with  his  own  property ;  but  he 
is  not  entitled,  contrary  to  every 
principle  of  juftice  and  equity,  to 
prevent  other  individuals  from  en- 
joying the  fame  valuable  privilege. 
For  effecting  fo  important  an  ob- 
je<ft,  it  is  propofed  to  legalize  the 
divifion  of  mixed  property  by  com- 
miffioners,  one  appointed  by  the 
parties  aflenting  to  the  inclofure, 
.  atiother  by  the  parties  diflenting, 
and  a  third  by  the  two  coramiffion- 
ers  previouily  nominated.    This  is 
in  fa(5l  merely  extending  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  writ  of  partition,  as 
improved  on  by  the  proviiions  of 
8  and   9  Will.  III.  Cap.  31.   to 
other  mixed  property,  through  the 
medium  of  commiffioners,  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  rights  beine  too 
Qomplicated  for  a  jury  to  decide  on 
them;   and  by  that  fimple  opera- 
tion, the  great  obje6^  of  facilitating 
the  improvement  of  the  country 
Will  be  efieaually  fecured.     Th« 


CwtcUi/lm. 

YOUR  Committee  cannot  too 
fh-ongly  recommend  to  the  Heufe 
an  immediate  attention  to  this  Im- 
portant  fubje^.       Every    means 
(they  are  of  opinion)  ought  to  be 
taken  for  adding,  without  delay, 
from  at  leaft   150,000  to  perhaps 
300,000  acres  to  the  land  now  in 
cultivation,  as  the  only  effedhial 
means  of  preventing  that  importa- 
tion of  com,  and    difad  vantages 
therefrom,  by  which  this  country 
has  already  fo  deeply  fuffered.  But 
if  the  views  of  the  legiflature  ihould 
extend  ftill  further,  and  if  the  ne^ 
ceflary  meldures  are  taken  for  im- 
proving the  territwy,   now  in  a 
fhite  ofdefedive  cultivation,  as  well 
as  cultivating  the  lands  which  IHU 
remain  in  a  waile  and  unprodu^ve 
fhte,  this  country  might  draw  as 
much  wealth  from  exporting  the 
furplus  produce  of  its  toil  as  from 
any  branch  of  its  commerce,  how- 
ever  lucrative';  and  thence  would 
arlfe  a  fource  of  riches  not  dependr 
ing  upon  the  caprice,  but  arifing 
from  the  neceifities  of  other  nations. 
Such  a  refource,  in  a  domeiHc  point 
of  view,  is  the  mod  likely  means 
of  enabling  us  to  bear  the  heavy 
butthenf 
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thens  to  which  we  arc  now  fub- 
ed,  without  being  exhaufted  or 
(lied  by  the  preflure. 
t  is  more   particularly  neceflary 
carry  fuch   a  meafure  fpeedily 
3  effect,  becaufe  it  might  be  of 
mod  eilential  public  ^rvice,  as 
n  as  the  nrefent  war  is  conclud,- 
to  have  lb  important  a  rcfourcc 
?ned   at  home  for  the  employ- 
in  t  of  our  gallant  foldiery,  who 
ifl    be   difmifled  when  fuch  an 
ent  takes  place,  and  to  whom  the 
Itivation    and    improvement   of 
e  lenitory  of  the  country  would 
milh  by  jFar  the  moll  ufeful  and 
luable    of  all  occupations.      A 
(banded   fleet  fupplies  our  mef- 
lantmen    with  failors,  and    may 
ctend  the  fiiheries  on  our  coafts ; 
at  a  dt(banded  army  has  hitlierto 
wl  little  refource,  but  emigration 
)  our  coloniesy  or  to  foreign  coun- 
ies,  or  reforting  to  manufa<EhireSy 
lany  ^f  which  require  fkill  and 
xperience  in  thofe  who  are  em- 
loyed  in  them.     Since  the  intro- 
uftion    of  machinery,    however, 
;reat  numbers  of  hands  are  lefs  ne- 
ef&ry  for  our  manufa^hires  than 
ormerly ;    and  hence  the  proper 
Dufinefs  for  our  d i (banded  fold lers 
ivould  be  th^  cultivation  of  the  foil. 
With  ,w})at  fatisfodion  ^ould  not 
the  nation  at  large  witnefs  thofc 
brave  and  gallant  men,  who  in  time 
of  war  devoted  themfelves  to  the 
necefiary  defence  of  their  country, 
in  the  time  of  peace  yfefully  occu- 
pied in  the  cflential  employment  of 
furnifhing  it  with  fubiiftence ! 

On  the  whole,  your  Committee 
have  come  to  the  lollowing  refolu- 
tions: — 

Refilfued^  That  it  is  the  opinion 
of  this  Committee,  that  the  cultiva- 
tion and  improvement  of  th«  wafle^ 
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uninclofed,  and  unprodu  Aive  lands, 
and  of  the  common  arable  fields, 
common  meadows,  and  conunon  of 
paflure,  in  this  kingdom,  is  an  ob- 
jeft  of  fuch  eflential  confequence 
to  the  general  interefts  of  the  na-  * 
tion,  that  every  means  ought  to  be 
adopted,  fpeedily  and  effe^ally, 
to  accomplifh  the  fame ;  and  that 
every  pofTible  flep  ought  to  be 
taken  for  that  purpofe,  in  the  courfc 
of  the  prefent  leflion  of  parlia-' 
ment. 

Refdved^  That  it  is  the  opinion 
of  this  Committee,  that  it  would 
tend  to  promote  the  inclofure  of 
fuch  lancis,  if  a  bill  were  pafTed  for 
dividing,  allotting,  and  incloGng  tiie 
wafle  lands,  commons,  comnfoa 
fields,  and  other  commonable  lands, 
of  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called 
England,  by  agreement  among  the, 
parties  interefled  therein,  and  for. 
removing  anylegaidifabiiitics  which^ 
may  ftand  in  the  way  of  fucK  agree- 
ment. 

Refolved^  That  it  is  the  opinion 
of  this  Committee,  that  it  would 
materially  tend  to  the  inclofufe  of 
fuch  lands  (more  efpccially  where 
the  parties  are  neither  numerous  or 
complicated^'  if,  in  cafes  where  the 
parties  are  not  unanimous,  a  law 
were  pafled  for  enabling  any  per- 
fon  orperfons  entitled  to  any  wafte, 
uninclofed,  and  unprodtidive  lands, 
common  arable  fields,  commoa 
meadows,  or  common  gS  pallurc, 
or  any  portion  thereof,  in  that  part 
of  Great  Britain  called  England,. to 
divide,  inclofe,  and  hold  the  fame 
in  feveralty. 

Refotved^  That  it  is  the  opinion 
of  this  Committee,  that  the  chair- 
man do  move  the  Houfe  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills,  purfuant 
to  the  above  refolutions.  , 

P  d         ANTIQUITIES. 
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0)Jer  /iajid  lytic  HmfetfCMimms  in 
1641,  rating  every  man  acceding  /» 
lui  Eflatefsir  the  King's  Ufe* 

DUKES  I  OOl  —  Marquiflcs  80l. 
—  Earls  601.— Vifcounts  50l. 
— Lords  iOl. — Baronelsand  Knights 
6f  the  Bath  30l.  —  Knights  201.— 
Enquires  10l.«*Gentlefnen  of  1  OOl. 
per  annum,  51.  —  Rectifants  of  all 
degrees  to   double  Protcfiants  — 
Lord  Mayor  401.  —  Aldermen  20L 
—Citizens  fined  for  Shcriffis  20l. — 
Deputies  of  the  Wards  151. — Mer- 
el\ants  (Irangers,  Knights  40L  — 
Common  Coundl-n^en  51. — Live- 
rymen of  the  firft  twelve  Companies 
5L— Liverymen  of  otlier  Companies 
^1.  10s.— Mdlers  and  Wardens  51. 
te-Freemen  I L— every  Merchant /of 
London     lOl.  —  every   Merchant 
Uranger,  trading  within  land,  51. — 
every  Engliib  Merchanl^  not  free, 
Si. — every  Englifli  Fa&or,  not  free, 
Cl.  —  every  llranffet    Proteilant, 
Handicraft,  or  Tnukfman,  or  Arti- 
ficer, 2s.  — every  Papift  ftraagcr, 
and  Artificer,  4s.  —  every  Widow, 
a  third  part,  according  to  her  huf- 
band's  degree— a  Judge  and  Knight 
^01.  —  King's  Serjeant  251.  — Ser- 
jeant at  Law  2Qi.— every  one  of  the 
'  King's,  Queen's,  and  Pnnce'scoun- 
^  aul.— every  Dodor  of  CivilL&w 


I 


and  Do6Vor  of  Phyfic  lOl.  —  crciy  | 
Biihop  601.  —  every  Dean  4<^.— 
every  Canon  20l. — every  Prebend ' 
20l.  —  every  Archdeacon  15L  — * 
every  Chancellor  and  CommidarY 
151. — every  Parfonor\'icarof  lOQL 
per  annum,  5l.— every  office  worth 
above  lOOl.  per  annum,  to  be  rated, 
every  man  who  may  fpend  5<^  per 
annum,  ll.  lOs.— every  man  fpend* 
ing  201.  per  annum^  5s-  —  every 
perlbn  who  is  above  fixteen  yeai« 
of  age,  and  not  receiving  alms,  noc 
formerly  rated,  6d.  per  pole. 


ACCOUNT  OP  LONDOH  B&XDGt, 

From  t}»Hifiaty  ^tke  Pirmci/bsi  Riven 
^^  Great  Briiamy  idaw 

XX  T£  proceed  to  London- 
\l\l  Brid^  whofe  antiquity 
carries  back  our  inquiries  to  a  very 
early  perioji  of  the  Enelifii  hiilr>r) . 
The  year  of  its  fbuncntion  b  not 
afcertained  by  antiquarian  fagacitv, 
but  it  appears^  to  have  been  built 
between  the  years  99S  and  1016, 
fince,  in  the  firft  of  them,  Unlaf  the 
Dane,  according  to  the  Saxon  Chro- 
nicle, failed  up  the  river  as  far  as 
Stanes ;  and  in  the  latter,  Canute, 
King  of  Denmark,  when  he  be- 
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Heged  London,  catifed  a  channel  to 
be  formed  on  the  fouth  Me  of  the 
Thannes,aboiit  Rotherhithe,for  con- 
veying his  fhips  above  the  bridge. 
If  any  credit  is  to  be  given  to  the 
traditionary  account  of  the  origin 
of  the  ancient  wooden  bridge,  given 
by  Bartholomew  Linilead,  the  laft 
prior  of  Saint  Mary  Overy's  con- 
vent, Ix>ndon  is  indebted  for  this 
ftrudiure   to  that  religious  houfe. 
Stour  feems  to  be  of  this  opinion  ; 
but  the  perfons  who  continued  his 
work  allow  no  other  merit  to  the 
monks  of  this  convent  than  that 
they  gave  their  confent  to  the  erec- 
tion of  the  bridge,  on  receiving  a 
fufficient  recompence  for  the  lofs  of 
the  ferry,  by  which  they  had  been 
fupported;  and  that  this  conje^Ehire 
is  not  without  foundation,  appears 
from  the  appropriation  of  lands  for 
the  fupport  of  tondon-bridge,  at  fo 
early  a  period  as  the  reign  of  Hen- 
ry I.     In  the  year  1 T  36,  it  wais  con- 
fumed  by  fire ;  and  in  1 1 63,  it  was 
in  fuch  a  ruinous  ftate  as  to  be  re- 
built, under  the  infpeftion  ofVeicTy 
curate  of  St.  Mary  Colechurch,  in 
London,  who  was  celebrated  for 
his  knowledge  in  the  fcience  of  ar- 
chite^re.     At  length,  the,  con- 
tinued and  heavy  expence  which 
was  neceflary  to  maintain  and  fup- 
port a  wooden  bridge   becoming 
Durthcnfome  to  the  people,  who, 
when  the  lands  appropriated  for  its 
maintenance  proved  inadequate  to 
their  objeft,  were  taxed  to  fupply 
the  deficiencies,  it  was  refolved  in 
the  year  1 176 1*  build  one  of  ftone, 
a  little  to  the  weft  of  the  other;  and 
this  ftnuflurc  was  completed  in  the 
year  1209.     The  fame  architect  was 
employed,  who  died  four  years  be- 
fore it  was  finiihed,  and  was  buried 
in  a  beautiful  chapel,  probably  of 
hk  own  conftru^on,  dedicated  to 
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St.  Thomas,  which  ftood  on  the 
ninth  pier  from  the  north  end,  and 
had  an  entrance  firom  the  river,  as 
well  as  the  ftreet,  by  a  winding 
fhircafe.  In  the  middle  of  it  was 
a  tomb,  fuppofed  to  contain  the 
remains  of  its  architect.  But  (hough 
fo  much  art  and  expence  were  em- 
ployed in  building  the  bridge  with, 
ftone,  it  fuffered  very  much  from  a 
fire  in  the  ftreets  at  each  end  of  it ; 
fo  that  from  this  accident,  and  other 
circumftances,  it  was  in  fuch  a  ruin* 
ous  condition  that  King  Edward  L 
granted  a  brief  to  the  bridge-keeper^ 
to  aflc  and  receive  the  benevolence 
of  his  fubje^ts  through  the  kingdom 
towards  repairing  it.  It  would  be 
equally  irkfome  and  un neceflary  to 
enumerate  all  the  cafualties  wliich 
befel  London-bridge  till  the  cor- 
poration of  London  came  to  the 
refolution,  in  1746,  of  taking  down 
all  the  houfes,  and  enlarging  one  or 
more  of  its  arches,  to  improve  the 
navigation  beneath  it:  but  it  was 
ten  years  before  thb  refolution  was 
carried  into  effect.  The  fpace  oc- 
cupied by  the  piers  and  ftcrlings  of 
this  bridge  is  confiderably  greater 
than  that  allowed  for  the  pa&ge  of 
the  water ;  fo  that  half  the  breadth 
of  the  river  is  in  this  place  entirely 
ftopped.  But  inftead  of  making 
reparations,  the  whole  ought  to 
have  been  removed,  as  a  very  mag- 
nificent ftnifture  might  have  been 
erected,  at  a  much  lefs  expence  than 
has  been  employed  in  maintaining 
the  prefent  nuiiance  to  the  river, 
and  difgrace  of  the  city.  The  laft 
alteration  coft  near  100,0001.  and 
m'ithout  anywife  anfwering  the  prin- 
cipal obje^  in  view,  which  was  to 
diminiih  its  fall  at  the  ebbing  of 
the  tide,  and  confequently  to  lefSbn 
the  danger  of  a  paflage  which  has 
proved  a  watery  grave  to  fo  many 

people. 
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people.  This  vail  work  appears 
to  bave  been  founded  on  enormous 
piles,  driven  clofcly  iogoiher :  on 
their  lops  were  laid  long  planks^ 
ten  inches  thick,  -ftrongly  bolted; 
luid  on  them  was  placed  the  bafe  of 
^he  piety  the  lowermofl  flones  of 
which  are  bedded  in  pitch,  to  pre- 
vent the  water  from  damaging  the 
ii'ork ;  around  the  whole  were  the 
piles  which  are  called  the  fterlings, 
deftgned  to  Arengthen  and  preferve 
the  foundation:  thefe  contraded 
the  fpace  between  the  piers  in  fuch 
a  manner,  as  to  dccafion,  at  the  re- 
turn of  every,  tide,  a  fall  of  five  feet, 
or  a  number  of  catarads  full  of 
danger,  and,  as  thejr  have  proved, 
of  deftru^lion.  This  ftnf^hire  has 
been  %kd,  by  ancient  writers,,  the 
wonder  of  the  world,  the  bridge  of 
the  woiid,  and  the  bridge  of  won- 
ders ;  and  how  well  it  deferved  this 
pompous  charader  will  be  feen  from 
the  defcription  of  its  form  and  con- 
dition, previous  to  that  alteration 
to  which  ito'^es  its  prefent  appear- 
ance. 

The  Thames,  in  this  part  of  it, 
is  913  feet  broad,  which  is  the 
length  of  the  bridge.  The  ftrcet 
that  covered  it  confii^ed,  before 
the  houfes  fell  to  decay,  of  lofty 
.  edifices,  built  with  Ibme  attention 
to  exterior  regularity:  it  was  20 
feet  wide,  and  the  buildings  »u.  ei- 
ther fide  about  26  feet  in  depth. 
Acrofs  the  middle  of  the  Hreet  ran 
feveral  lofty  arches,  extending  from 
fide  to  fide,  the  bottom  part  of  each 
arch  terminating  at  the  iM  f^ory, 
and  the  upper  pari  reaching  near 
the  tops  of  the  houfes ;  the  work 
over  the  arches  extending  in  a 
ftraight  line  firom  fide  to  fide.  They 
were  defigned  to  prevent  the  build- 
ings from  giving  way ;  and  were 
tkkY^fot€  formed  of  flrong  timbers^ 


boked  in  the  conerpoiKlijig  wood* 
work  of  the  houfes  that  flanked 
them.  Thus  the  fbeet  on  the 
bridge  had  nothing  to  diitineuilh  it 
from  any  narrow  flreet  in  the  city 
but  the  high  arches  jufl  defcribed, 
and  three  openings,  euafded  with 
iron  rails,  which  a$bi:ded  a  view  of 
the  river.  But  the  appearance  finom 
the  water  baffles  all  defcription,  and 
difplayed  a  (farange  example  of  curi- 
ous deformity.  Nineteen  onequi- 
lateral  arches,  of  different  heights 
and  breadths,  with  fierlings  increaf- 
ed  to  a  monibous  fize  by  frequent 
repairs,  ferved  to  fupport  a  range  of 
houfes  as  irregular  as  themfelves; 
the  back  part  of  ivhich,  broken  by 
hanging  clofets  and  irregular  pro- 
je^ions,  offered  a  very  difguiting 
obje^;  while  many  oi  the  buikl- 
ings  overhung  the  arches,  (b  as  to 
hide  the  upper  part  of  thfan,  and 
feemed  to  lean  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
to  fill  the  beholder  with  equal 
amazement  and  horror.  la  one 
part  of  this  extraordinary  ftrudure, 
there  had  formeriy  been  a  draw- 
bridge, which  was  ufefid  by  way  of 
defence^  as  well  as  to  admit  ihips  to 
the  uppf^r  part  of  the  river,  and  it 
was  guarded  by  a  tower.  It  pre« 
vented  Fauconbridge,  the  bafiard, 
from  entering  the  city  in  H7 1  with 
his  armed  followers,  on  the  pretence 
of  iiber«ting  the  unfortunate  Hen^ 

?^  £rom  his  imprifonment  in  the 
ower.  It  alfo  checked,  and  in- 
deed feemod  to  annihilate,  tlie  ill- 
condu(5^ed  infui^e^Uon  of  Sir  Tho- 
mas Wiatt,  in  thqi^rdgn  of  Queen 
Mary.  In  the  times  of  civil  dif- 
fentlon,  which  rendered  this  king- 
doTfi  a  continual  fccnc  of  turbulence 
and  bloodfliedf  this  tower  was  em- 
ployed to  expofe  the  heads  of  trai- 
tors: and  an  old  map  of  the  city, 
in  1607,  repref^nts.  this  building  as 
decoated 
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decollated  with  a  fad  and  numerous 
exhibition  of  them.  But  though 
the  pafHi^e  over  the  bridge  is  very 
much  enlarged  and  improved,  an4 
forms  a  veiy  handfome  conununica«. 
tion  betwetin  the  city  of  London 
ancf  boropgh  of  South^vark,  we  can- 
not but  lament,  as  if  the  miferable 
dontfivarrcc  of  the  bridge  itfelf  were 
not  a  fufficient  impediment  to  the 
Navigation,  that  the  four  arches, 
which  have  been  fo  long  occupied 
by  an  engine  to  fupply  the  neigh- 
bourhood with  water,  ftill  continue 
to  be  incumbered  with  it. 


/iccowit  tftke  Pyramid  of  Caius-Cejttus. 
'^^Prmt  Lumtftkn^s  Remarks  m  t/se 
Antifuities  tf  Rwne, 

ALMOST  joining  to  the  gate  of 
St,  Pau^i  there  is  an  elegant 
pyramid,  which  is  built  up  in  and 
lerves  for  part  of  the  city  wall.  It 
had  certainly  flood  without  the  city 
before  Aurciian  extended  the  walls. 
This  is  the  only  pyramid  remaining 
about  Rome : .  but  which  conveys 
to  us,  though  in  miniature,  an  idea 
of  thofe  in  Egypt !  *  It  was  built 
to  perpetuate  the  name  of  Caius 
Ceitius,  one  ofihefiAtemvir  E/tuUnum, 
But  who  this  Ceuius.  was,  other 
than  the  title  given  him  on  this 
monument,  is  uncertain.  ^  The 
Efiuhmes  were  a  college  of  priefts,  of 
great  dignity,  who  prepared  thole 
Feaib  to  the  gods,  called  IxHifiemia^ 
whete  their  fiatues,  laid  on  rich 
beds,  were  placed  at  table  as  the 
principal  guefts.  One  of  thofe 
beds  (of  bronze  curioufly  wrought) 


has  been  found  in  Herculaneum. 
Thefe  fumptuous  entertainments 
were  devoured  by  the  feven  noble 
^gormanditing  priefts.  It  was  \o 
abpeafe  the  gods,  in  time  of  a  plague,* 
that  the  Romans  firft  inftituted  thefe 
fcaftfi,  in  the  year  of  Rome  356  f . 
As  the  ground  about  the  pyramid 
is  much  raifed,  we  have  not  fo  ad- 
vantageous a  fight  of  it  as  formerly. 
It  is  164}  palms  high,  all  incrufted 
with  white  marble,  and  refts  on  * 
bafe  of  Tiburtine  ftoncs,  whofe 
height  is  3  J  palms.  The  breadth^ 
of  the  fquare,  on  which  it  ftands, 
is  130  palms.  .  Agreeable  to  the 
teftamcftt  of  Ceftius,  this  vaft  mo- 
nument was  built  in  330  days.  The 
fepulchrat  chambef  had  been  finely 
painted :  it  is  now  much  defaced ; 
more  perhaps  from  the  fmoke  of 
the  torches  ufed  in  (howing  it,  than 
from  the  humidity  of  the  place. 
Thefe  figures  and  ornaments  feem 
all  to  reiate  to  the  facred  ceremo* 
nies  of  the  Ejiuhnes,  The  monu  - 
ment  was  judicioufly  repaired,  with- 
out altering  its  form,  by  Pope  Alex^ 
ander  VII. 

Roman  Method  ^  computing  Time. 
From  the  fame, 

ON  the  authority  of  Varro,Pliny 
informs  us,  that  the  ^Afm-dial 
fet  up  for  public  ufe  at  Rome,  was 
brought  from  Catania  in  Sicilv,  by 
the  conful  M,  Valerius  Medala,  ia 
the  year  U.  C.  49.1,  and  was  placed 
on  a  cohmm  near  the  rofra ;  but  as 
this  dial  had  been  projeded  for  a 
more  fouthern  latitude,  it  did  ^not 
ihow  the  hours  with  exa^nefs. 
However,  fuch  as  it  was,  the  Ro* 


*  Pliny,  mentioning  the  pyramids.of  Egypt,  jufl}y  calls  dicoi^  **  r^mpecuni^ 
otiofa  jic  ilulta  oftentatio."— Uift.  Nat.  1.  36.  c*  ii. 
t  Lmu«,  1.  5*  (•  13, 
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mans  regulated  their  time  by  it  for 
the  fpace  of  ninety-nine  vcars,  when 
Q.  Marcus  Phiiippus,  wno  was  cen- 
for  with  L.  Paulus,  caufed  another 
dial,  confhii6^ed  for  the  latitude  of 
Home,  to  be  erected  near  the  old 
one.  But  as  a  fun-dial  did  not  fer ve 
in  cloudy  weather,  Scipio  Naiica, 
five^ears  after,  remedied  this  defe^, 
by  mtroducing  a  method  of  divid- 
ing the  night  as  well  as  the  day  in- 
to hours,  by  means  of  a  water  ma- 
chine, a  clc/ijidra^  which  Pliny  calls 
zn  kcrologiiim, 

I  do  not  indeed  conceive  how  a 
fun-(tial,  or  any  other  inftrument, 
could  point  out  the  various  hours, 
as  time  was  computed  by  the  anci- 
ent Romans.  The  time  the  earth 
takes  to  revolve  once  round  ttsaxis, 
or  the  fpace  between  the  .ridng  of 
the  fun  till  its  next  riling,  which 
makes  a.  ^ay  and  a  night,  divid- 
ed into  twenty  -  four  equal  parts, 
we  call  hours.  Now,  the  Romany 
divided  the  day  and  the  night  into 
twenty -four  hours.  Twelve  of 
thefe,  from  the  riling  of  the  fun  to 
its  fetting,  conftituted  their  day; 
aujd  the  other  tw?lye»  from  the  fet- 
ting of  the  fun  to  its  riling,  confti- 
tuted their  night..  Thus  as  the  fea- 
fon^  changed,  the  lengll^  of  their 
hours  muft  have  varied.  In  winter 
the  twelve  hogrs  of  the  day  were 
ihort,  and  thofe  of  the  night  lon^ : 
in  fummer  they  vrere  the  reverie, 
^ow  then  could  thefe  hoiirs,  of  an 


unequal  length,  and  which  da3y 
varied,  be  meafured  by  an  inftru- 
ment? 1  have  not  been  able  to 
difcover  any  method  by  which  this 
could  be  done.  However,  they  had 
two  fixed  points,  vis.  mid-day  and 
mid-night,  which  they  called  the 
fixth  hour :  fo  that  a  meridian  line 
would  always  point  out  the  fixth 
hour,  or  mid-day. 

Neither  have  I  been  able  to 
difcover  when  the  modem  Romans 
changed  this  method  of  computing 
time.  In  the  courfe  of  the  day  and 
night  they  reckon  twenty -four 
hours,  which  are  all  of  an  equal 
length  in  every  feafon  of  the  year. 
No  inconvenience  can  arife  in  rcck- 
onihg-twenty-four  hours  in  place 
of  twelve  and  twelve,  as  wc  do. 
Perhaps  io  far  die  modem  Roman 
method  is  preferable  to  ours.  But 
the  difficulty  is,  that  they  do  not 
begin  to  reckon  their  hours  from  a 
fixed  point,  viz.  from  mid -day,  when 
the  fun  crolles  the  fame  meridian 
line  every  day  in  the  year.  Tlina 
they.callhalf  an  hour  after  fun-fet 
the  twenty  -  fourth  hour;  and  an 
hour  and  a  half  after  fun  -  fet  the 
firft  hour,  or  one  o'clock.  ♦  Hence 
the  nominal  hour  of  mid- day  con- 
ftantly  changes  with  them :  in  June 
it  is  called  mteen,  and  in  Decem- 
ber nineteen  o'clock.  To  reguiaf  e^ 
therefore,  a  time  •  piece  by  this 
method  of  computing,  it  muft  be 
4aily  altei-ed. 


'^  To  reckon  time  from  the  fetting  of  the  fun,  was  a  very  ancient  cuftom :  it  was 
frafkifed  )>arucuUr)v  bv  theOermaris  indGauU.  It  feems  to  be  connededwttb  the 
ideas  which  eftabliu  tne  eii^ence  of  a  chaos  or  night,  before  the  world  or  day* 
See  **  Rectierchcs  fur  ifOrlgioect  les  Progresdcs  Ans  (UiaGrice^par  M.  d'Haa- 
fcaviUc"  ^i..i,  c.  a,  p.  131,    »  .    .  . 
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MISCELLANEOUS  ESSAYS. 


F/pty  MI  fie  Meam  tf  ending  Heai^  and 
iiireSing  its  Ofieratms, 

From  Count  RumfwiPs  Effays^ 
vol.  2^  cHa/i,  3. 

THAT  heat  pailes  more  freely 
throng  iome  bodies  than 
others,  is  a  fad  very  well  known ; 
but  the  caufe  pf  this  difference  in 
ihe  cbndu6dng  poweis  of  bodies, 
with  refpe6^  to  neat,  has  not  yet 
been  difcovered. 

The  utility  of  giving  a  wooden 
handle  to  a  tea-pot  or  coffee-pot  of 
metal^  pr'of  covering  its  metallic 
handle  with  leather,  or  with  wood, 
is  \(rcli  known ;  but  ihi^  diiierence 
in  the  condu£ting  powers  of  various 
bodies  with  regard  to  heat,  may  be 
ihown  by  k  great  number  of  very 
fimpie  experiments  ;^-fuch  as  are 
in  the  power  of  every  one  to  make 
at  all  times  and  in  all  places,  and 
almoft  without  either  trouble  or 
'expence. 

If  an  iron  nail  and  a  pin  of  wood, 
pf  the  £mie  form  ana  dimenfions, 
be  held  fucceffively  in  the  flame  of 
a  candle,  the  difference  in  the  con- 
ducting powers  of  the  metal  and'  of 


wood  will  manifeft  itfeif  in  a  man- 
ner in  which  there  will  be  no  room 
left  for  doubt.  As  foon  as  the  end 
of  the  nail,  which  is  expofed  in  the 
flame  of  the  candle,  begins  to  be 
heated,  the  other  end  of  it  will 
erow  fo  hot  a^  to  render  it  impoffi- 
ble  to  hold  it  in  the  hand  without 
being  burnt;  but  the  wood  may 
be  held  any  length  of  lime  in  the 
fame  fituation  w'ithout  the  leaft  in- 
convenience;  and,  even  after  it 
has  taken  fire,  it  may  be  held  till  it 
is  almoil  entirely  confumed;  for 
the  uninflamed  wood  will  not  grow 
hot,  and,  till  the  flame  aC^ally 
comes  in  contad  with  the  finrers, 
they  will  not  be  burnt.  If  a  Imall 
fiip  or  tube  of  glafs  be  held  in  the 
flame  of  the  candle  in  the  fame 
manner,  the  end  of  the  glafs  by 
which  ii  is  held  will  be  found  to  be 
more  heated. than  the  wood,  but 
incomparably  lefs  fo  than  the  pin 
or  hail  of  metal;— ^nd  among  ail 
the  various  bodies  that  can  be  tried 
In  this  manner,  no  two  of  them 
will  be  found  to  give  paflage  to  heat 
through  their  fubfhmces  with  ex« 
a&i;  the  fame  degree  of  facility  *. 


*  To  ihow  tht  relative  condu^ng  power  of  the  difTemit  metals,  Dolbr  Ingea- 
liottz  contrived  a  very  Mttty  esmerimeot.  He  took  equal  cylinders  of  the  different 
meuU  (being  ilraighc  pecet  of  ftoiiit  wire,  drawn  through  (he  fame  }^o\e,  and  of 
the  fame  length)  wa6,  dipping  them  into  meUed  wax,  tovered  t^cm  widi  a  thin 
coating  of  the  wax.  He  (hen  held  one  end  of  each  of  thc(^  cylinders  in  boiling 
water,  and  obfcrved  how  far  the  coating  of  wax  was  melted  by  the  beat  comniuni<r 
(atcd  through  the  metal,  and  with  whTt  celerity  the  heat  pafled« 
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To  confine  heat  is  nothing  more 
^lan  to  prevent  its  efcape  out  of 
the  hot  body  in  which  it  exifts,  and 
in  which  it  is  required  to  be  retain- 
ed ;  and  tMs  Caii  only  be  done  by 
furrounding"  thcf  hot  body  by  fomc 
covering  compofed  of  a  fubflance 
through  whicn  heat  cannot  pafs,  or 
'  throueh  which  it  pafTes  with  great 
cKfficulty.  If  a  covering  couki  be 
found  perft&iy  impervious  to  h^at^ 
ihero  is  reafon  to  believe  that  a  hoi 
body,  completely  furrounded  by  it; 
would  remain  hot  for  ever ;  but  we 
are  acquainted  with  no  fuch  fub- 
ihuice ;  nor  is  it  probable  that  any 
fuchexiib. 

Thofe  bodies  in  which  h^t  pafles' 
freely  or  rapidly,  are  called  con- 
du^ors  of  heat ;  thofe  in  which  it 
makes  its  way  with  great  difficulty, 
or  very  flowiy,  non-condudors,  or 
bad  condu^ors  of  heat.  The  epi- 
thetS|  good,  bad,  indifferent,  excel- 
lent, &c.  are  applied  indifferently 
tocondudors  and  to  non-oonduc- 
tors.  A  good  condudor,  for  in* 
ibmce,  is  one  in  which  heat  pafles 
¥cry.  freely;  a  food  non-condudor 
is  one  in  which  it  pafles  with  great 
difficulty ;  and  an  indifferent  con- 
du(^or  may  likewife  be  called,  with- 
out any  impropriety,  an  indifferent 
non-condudlor. 

Thofe  bodies  which  arc  the  worft 
Condu6iors,  or  rather  the  beii  non- 
Condudors  of  heat,  are  beil  adapted 
for  forming  coverings  toconfine  it; 

All  the  metals  are  remarkably 
good  conductors  of  heat ;  wood, 
and  in  general  all  light,  dry,  and 
ipun^  bodies,  are  non-condkl^orB^ 
Gla^  though  a  yery  hard  and  com- 
pact lK>dy ,  is  a  non*condu6tor :  mer-^ 
cury,  water,  and  liquids  of  all  kinds, 
^are  conductors ;  but  air,  and  in  ge- 
neralall  elaftic  fluids,  fl:eam  even 
not  excepted,  are  non-condu6tors.  , 


Some  experiments  which  I  have 
lately  made,  and  which  have  not 
yet  been  publifhed,  have  induced 
me  to  fufpe6t  that  water,  mercury, 
and  all'  other  aon^eiaCtiq  floida^  da 
not  parmit  heat  to  pais-  throng 
them  from  particle  to  particle,  as  it 
undoubtedly  pafles  through  folid  bo- 
dies, but  that  their  apparent  con- 
duCtine  powers  depend  eflentially 
upon  the  extreme  okobility  of  dieir 
parts.  In  fhort,  that  they  rather 
tranfport  heal  than  allow  it  a  paf-- 
faee".  But  I  will  not  anticipate  a 
fubjed  which  I  propofe  to  treat 
more  fully  at  fome  friture  petkxt. 

The  conducing  power  of  any ib- 
lid  body  in  one  lohd  mais,  is  much 
greater  than  that  of  the  ikme  body 
reduced  to  a  powder,  or  divided  in- 
to many  fmaller  pieces.  An  iron 
bar,  or  an  iron  plate,  for  inflance, 
is  a  much  better  conductor  of  heat 
than  iron  filings;  and  faw-duit  is  a 
better  non -condudsor  than  wood. 
Dry  wood^aflies  is  a  l>etter  non-con- 
ductor  than  either;  and  very  dry 
charcoal,  reduced'  to  a  fine  powder, 
is^  one  of  the  bcCt  non><H>ndu6lors 
known :  and  as-  charcoid  is-perfeft- 
ly  incombuitibie  when  confided  in 
afpace  where  frefii  aircan  have  no 
acceis,  it  is  admirably  well  calculat- 
ed for  forming  a  banrier  for  confin- 
ing heat  where  the  heat  to  be  con- 
fined is  intenfe. 

But  among  all  the  various  fub- 
fiances.  of  which  coverings  may  be 
formed  for  confining  heat,  none  can 
be  employed  with  greater  advan- 
tage than  common  atmofpheric  air. 
It  is  what  Nature  employs  fbr  that 
purpofe;  and  we  caninot' do  better 
th^n  to  imitate  her. 

The  warmth  of  the  wool  and  fiir 

ofbcafts,  and  of  the  feathers  of  birds, 

is^ undoubtedly  owin^  t6  the  air  in 

their  int<?rllices ;  which  air,  being 

ftrongly 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


MISCELLANEaU'S   ESSAY'S.     42r^ 


fttongly    atlra^^ed  by   thcfc  lub- 
i^ncesy  is  conibed,   and  forms   a 
barrier  which  not  only  prevents  the 
cold'  winds  from  approaching  the 
body  of  the  animal,  but  which  op- 
pofes  an  almoft  infurmountable  ob- 
ilacie  to  the  cfcape  of  the  heat  of 
the  animal  into    the   atmofphere. 
In  the  fame  manner  does  the  air 
in  fnow  ferve  tO;  prefciVe  the  heat 
of  the  earth  in  winter.    Thewarmth 
of  all  kinds  of  artificial  clothing  may 
be  IhovVn  to  depdnd  on  the  fame 
canfe  ;  and  were  Ais  circumftance 
more  generally  known,  and  more 
attended  to,"  Very  important   im- 
provements in  the  management  of 
heat  could  not  foil  to  refult  from  it. 
A  great  part  of  our  lives  is  fpent  in 
guarding  oarfelves  againft  the  eic- 
tremes  of 'heat  and  of  cold,  and  in 
operations  in  which  the  ufc  of  fire 
is  indifpenfable ;  and  yet  how  little 
progteis  has  been  made  in  that  moft' 
ufehil  and  moft  important  of  the 
arts,  the  management  of  heat  1 

Double  windows  have  been  in 
ufe  many  years  in  moft  of  the  north- 
ern partis  of  Europe;  and  their  great 
utility^  in  rendenng  the  houfes  fur- 
nifhed  with  them  warm  and  comfor- 
table in  winter,  is  univerfally  ac- 
knowledged ;    but  I  have    never 
heard  that  any  body  has  thought  of 
employing  therti  in  hot  countries  to 
keep  their  apartments  qooI  in  fum- 
mer  :    yet  how  eafy  and   natural 
is  this  application  of  fb  fimple  and' 
fo  uieful  an  invention  1  •    If  a  dou- 
ble window  can  prevent  the  heat 
which  is  in  aroom  from  paffing  out 
of  it,  one  would  imagine  it  could 
reguirc  no  great  effort  of  genius  to 
difcover  that  it  would  be  equally 
efficacious  for  preventing  the  heat 
without  from  comino:  in.    But  na- 


tural as  this  conclufion  may  appear, 
I  believe  it  has  never  yet  occurred! 
to  any  body  j  at  leaft,  I  am  quite* 
certain  that  I  have  nevef  feen  a  dou-- 
ble  window  either  in  Italy,  or  in' 
any  other  hot  country,  I  fiavehad' 
occaiion  to  vifit. 

But  the  utility  of  double  windows 
and  double  walls,  in  hot  as  welt  as^ 
in  cold  countries,  is  a  matter  of  fo" 
much  importance,  that  I  fliall  tak< 
occaiion  to  treat  it  mdre  fully  in* 
another  plac.e.  In  the  mean  time  I 
fhall  only  obferve  here,  that  it  is 
the  confined  air  ihut  up  between  ther 
two  windows  (not  the  double  glafs* 
plates)  that  renders  the  paf^ge  6t 
heat  through  them  fo  difficult.  Were 
it  owing  to  the  increafed  thicknefs  of 
the  glals,  then  a  fingle  pane  twice' 
as  thick  would  anfwer  the  fame  pur- 
pofc ;  but  the  increaf^^d  thicknefs  ot 
the  glafs  of  which  a  window  is  form- 
ed, is  not  found  to  have  the  leafl! 
fenfible  effect  in  rendering  a  roont 
warmer.  ; 

But  air  is  not  only  a  non-conduc- 
tor of  heat,  but  its  non-condilfting 
power  may  be  greatly  increafed. 
To  be  able  to  form  a  juft  idea  of  the 
manner  in  which  air  r(iay  be  ren- 
dered a  worfe  conductor  of  hcat^ 
or,  which  is  the  fame  thing,  a  bet- 
ter non-conduftor  of  it  than  it  is  in 
its  natural  unconfined  ftat^,  it  will 
be  necefTary  to  confider  the  mariner 
in  which  heat  pafles.  through  air* 
Now  it  appears,  from  the  refuU  of 
a  number  of  experiments  which  I 
ft«ade  with  a*  view  to  the  inveftiga- 
tion  of  this  fubje6t,  and  which  are 
publifherf  in  a  paper  riad  before  thi? 
Royal  Society*,  that  though  the 
particles  of  air,  each  particle  foi-  it- 
lelf,  can  receive  heat  from  other  bo- 
dies, or  communicate  it  to  them,  yel 


•  Seethe  Philofophical  'TnLiifafdpas  and  our  RegifleV  fori79a. 
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there  is  no  communication  of  h^at 
W\V€ea  one  particle  of  air  and  an  < 
other  particle  of  air.  And  from 
hence  it  fallows,  that  thouj^  air 
may,  and  certainly  does,  carry  oiF 
heat,  and  tranfport  it  from  one 
place,  or  from  one  body  to  another, 
yet  a  mafs  of  air  in  a  quiefcent  ftate, 
or  with  all  its  particles  at  reft,  conld 
it  remain  in  this  flatc,  would  be  to- 
tally imperrious  to  heat ;  or  fuch  a 
mofs  of  air  would  be  a  p^e£^  non- 
conductor. 

Now  if  heat  paffes  in  a  mais  of 
air  merely  in  confequence  of  the 
motion  it  o^^cafions  in  that  air,  if  it 
is  tranfported,'not  fuffered  to  pafs, 
—-in  that  cafe  it  is  clear  that  what- 
ever can  obftruA  and  impede  the 
internal  motion  of  the  air,  mufi  tend 
to  diminlfh  its  conducting  power : 
ftnd  this  I  have  found  to  be  the  cafe 
in  fad.  I  found  that  a  certain  quan- 
tity of  heat  which  was  able  to  make 
lis  way  through  a  wall,  or  rather  a 
iheet  of  confined  air,  half  an  inch 
thick  in  nine  minutes  and  three- 
fifths,  required  twenty-one  minut^ 
and  two-iiflhs  to  make  its  way 
through  the  fame  wall,  when  the 
intern^  motion  of  this  air  was  im- 
peded'by  mixing  with  it  one-fifty- 
uxth  part  of  its  bulk  of  eider- 
down, of  ver)'  fine  fiir,  or  of  fine 
filk,  as  fpuh  by  the  worm. 

Butih  mixing  bodies  with  air,  In 
order  to  impede  its  internal  motion, 
and  render  it  Ihore  fit  for  confining 
heat,  fuch  bodies  only  liauft  be  cho- 
len  as  arc  Ihemfelves  non-conduc- 
tors of  he^t,  otherwifiB  they  \iill  do 
tnbre  harm  than  good,  as  I  have 
found  by  experience.  When,  in* 
ftead  or  miaking  ufeof  eider-down, 
fur,  orfih^filk,  for  impeding  the 
internal  m6tion  of  the  confined  air, 
1  ufcd  an  equal  voliime  of  exceed- 
ingly fine  filyer- wire  flatted  (b^-ing 


the  ravcllings  of  gold  or  filvcr  lace) 
the  pafTa^e  of  tht  heat  through  the 
1>arrier,  to  far  from  being  impeded^ 
was  rcmarkablv  ^cilitated  by  this 
;uidition ;  the  heat  pa£ng  tlm>U|rh 
this  compound  of  air  andfine  threads 
of  metal  much  fooner  tW  it  would 
have  made  its  way  through  the  air 
alone. 

Another  circumfianoe  to  be  at- 
tended to  in  the  choiqe  of  a  fub- 
ftance  to  be  mixed  with  air,  in  or- 
der to  form  a  covering  or  barrier  for 
confining  heat,  is  the  finenefs  oc 
fubtility  of  its  pq|rts ;  for  the  finer 
they  are,  the  greater  will  be  their, 
furnice  in  proportion  to.  their  folidi- 
ty,  and  the  more  will  they  impede 
the  motion  of  the  particles  of  the 
air.  Coarfe  horfe-hair  would  be 
found  to  anfwer  much  worfe  for- 
tius purpofe  than  the  fine  fur  of  a 
beaver,  though  it  b  not  probable 
that  there  is  anv  efiential  difference 
wl  the  chymiou  properties  of  thofe 
two  kinds  of  hair. 

But  it  is  not  only  the  finenefs  of 
the  parts  of  a  fubftance,  and  its  be- 
ing a  non-cooidudor,  which  render 
it  proper  to  beem^oyed  in  the  for- 
ipation  of  covering  to  confine  heat ; 
there  is  flill  another  property,  more 
occult,  which  fecms  to  liave  great 
influence  in  rendering  fome  fub- 
^nces  better  fitted  for  thi?  ufe.  than 
others ;  and  this  is  a  certain  attrac- 
tion which  fubfifb^  between  certain 
bodies  and  air.  The  obftiiUcy  with 
which  >  air  adheres  to  the  fine  fur  of 
beafts  and  to  Che  feathers  of  birds, 
is  well  known ;  and  it  may  eafiiv 
be  proved  that  this  attradion  mu^ 
aififi  verv  powerfully  in  preventing 
the  motion  of  the  atr  concealed  in 
the  interftices  of  ttofe  fubftances, 
and  confeauently  in  impeding  the( 
paf&ge  of  neat  through  them. 
P^liaps  there   may  be  another 
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IHU  more  hidden  caufe  which  ren- 
ders one  fubfbnce  belter  than  an- 
other for  confining  heat.    I  have 
fiiown  by  a  diredtand  unexception- 
able experiment,  that  heat  can  pa& 
throum  the  Torricellian  vacuum  *, 
thou^  with  rather  more  difficulty 
than  in  sur  (the  conducing  power 
of  air  being  to  that  of  a  Torricel- 
lian vacuum  as  1000  to  604,  or  as 
6  to  10,  ATcryncariy);  but  if  heat 
can  pafs  where  there  is  no  air,  it 
muft  in  that  cafe  pafs  by  a  medium 
more  fubtil  than  air :  —  a  medium 
which  moil:  probably  pervades  all 
folid  bodies  with  the  greateft  facili- 
ty, and  which  muft  certainly  per- 
vauie  either  the  glafs  or  the  xpercury 
employed  in  msJdng  a  Torricellian 
vacuum. 

Now,  if  there  exifis  a  medium 
more  fubtile  than  air,  by  which  heat 
may  be  conduced,  is  it  not  poffi- 
ble  that  there  may  exift  a  certain 
affinity  between  that  medium  and 
fen£ble  bodies?    a  certain  attrac- 
tion or  cohefion  by  means  of  which 
bodies  in  general,  or  fome  kinds  of 
bodies  in  particular,  may,  iome  how 
or  other,  impede  this  medium  in  its 
operations  m  conducting  or  tranf- 
porting  heat  from  one  place  to  ano- 
ther ?— It  appeared  from  the  refult 
of  fevcral  or  my  experiments,  of 
which   I   have  given   an    account 
in  detail  in  my  paper  before  men- 
tioned, publifhed  in  the  year  1786, 
in  the  76th  volume   of  the  Phi- 
lofophical    TranfaCtions,    that  the 
condu^ng  power  of  a  Torricellian 
vacuum  is  to  that  of  air  as  604  to 
1000:  —  but  I  found  by  a  fubfe- 
quent  experiment  ^fee  my  feqond 
paper  on  heat,  publifhed  in  the  Phi- 
loiophical  Traniaflions  for  the  year 


1792)  that  fifty.five  parts  in  bulk 
of  air,  with  one  part  ot  fine  raw  filk^ 
formed  a  covering  for  confining 
heat,  the  conducing  power  of  which 
was  to  that  of  air  as  576  to  1284 ; 
or  as  448  to  1000.  Now,  from  the 
refult  of  this  laft-mentioned  expe- 
riment, it  fhould  feem  that  the  in- 
trodudion  into  the  fpace  through 
which  the  heat  pafled,  of  fo  fmaU  a 
quantity  of  raw  filk  as  one-fifty- 
fixth  part  of  the  volume,  or  capa- 
city of  that  fpace  (which  now  con- 
tained fifty-five  parts  of  air  and  one 
part  of  mk)  more  impervious  to 
neat  than  even  a  TornCellian  Va- 
cuun).  The  filk  muft  therefore  not 
only  have  completely  deftroyed  the- 
condu^ting  power  of  the  air,  bui 
muft  alfo  at  the  fame  time  have  ve- 
ry fenfibly  impaired  that  of  thd. 
etherial  fluid  which  probably  occu* 
pies  the  interftices  of  air,  and  which 
ferves  to  condud  heat  through  a 
Torricellian  vacuum :  for  a  Torri- 
cellian  vacuum  was  abetter  con- 
dudor  of  heat  than  this  medium,  in 
the  proportion  of  604  to  448.  But 
I  forbear  to  enlarge  upon  this  lub* 
jedl,  being  fenfibfe  of^e  danger  of 
reafoning  upon  the  properties  of  a 
fluid  whofe  exifience  is  even  doubt* 
fill ;  and  feeling  that  our  knowledge 
of  the  nature  of  heat,  and  of  the 
manner  in  which  it  is  communicate 
ed  from  one  body  to  another,  is 
much  too  imperfed  and  obfcure  to 
enable  us  to  purfue  thefe  fpecula* 
tions  with  any  profped  of  fuccels 
or  advantage. 

Whatever  may  be  the  manner  ia 
which  heat  is  communicated  firom 
one  body  to  another,  I  think  it  hs4 
been  fufliciently  prov^  that  it 
pafies  with  great  oifficulty  through 


*  SciB  oiy  ExperiaKOts  on  Heat,  publiflicd  ia  |)ie  Pbilofophical  Tnniaaioiif, 
vol.  76. 

confined 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


4aS     A  14  la  U  A  L    R  iE  G'I  iT  ti  R,    1797. 


^ontiifed  stir;  and  the  knowledge 
of' tbW  fa<9:  is  verv  important,  as  if 
enabl^fe  iis  to  taJce  our  meafirrar 
■  with  certainty  ^nd  with  facility  foi* 
confining  heat,  and  direAing  iti 
<>perafions  to  tifefiil  purpofe?. 

But  atmofpheric  air  is  not  the 
Only  non-condu<^or  of  heat.  All 
kinds  of  air,  artificial  as  vreM  as  na- 
fural,  and  in  general  all  ckftic  flu- 
Ms,  rtcam  not  excepted,  feem  to 
poflcf s  this  property  in  as  high  a  de- 
cree of  perfection  as  atmofpheric 
air. 

"That  fteam  is  not  a  conduftoi*  of 
heat,  I  proved  by  the  follo^ring  ex- 
Jferiment :  A  large  globular  bottle 
oeing  provided,  of  very  thin  and 
Vfery  traniparcht  glafs,  with  a  ftar- 
fow  neck,  and  its  bottom  drawn  in  - 
trard  fo  as  to  form  a  hollo)^  hemi- 
fbhere  about  fix  inches  in  diameter ; 
Wris  bottle,  which  was  aboiit  eight 
.Aches  in  diameter  cxterrially,  be- 
ing fified  withcold  \»'ater,  was  plac- 
ed in  a  fhallow  dirti,  or  nt her  plate, 
ihcmr  ten  iriches  in'dlameter',  with  a' 
flat  bottom;  formed  of  very  thin 
ilicct  brift,  a'nd  raifcd  upon  a  tfi-' 
p6d,  and  whirJh  c'ontained  a  fniall 
tjuantity  (about  two -tenths  of  atf 
frich  in'  depth)  6f  water ;  a  fpirit* 
lamp  being  th(in  placed  under  the 
middl^^of  tWs  plate,  in  a  very  few 
nlinutes  tHd  w^ter*  in  the  plate  be- 

rf  to  boil,  i\id  the  hollow  formed 
^  the  b6ttbm  (5f  thel>otlle  \t^as  fill- 
ed with  clouds  of  fleam,  which,  af- 
ftt  drtutafih'g  iA  i!t  \^ifh  (urprifln^ 
rapidity  four  or.  five  minutes,  aria 
jffler  ^oi'cing  out  a  good  deal  of  air 
frbrn  linddr  fhe  bottle,  began  ^- 
dually  t'(5  clesft-'Up.  Af  fh6  eild  of 
dfghl  or  ten  minutes'  (when,  as  I 
nTppofed,-th^  -dlr  remalHlrtg  ^*\fh 
the  fleam  in  thc.hollovv  cavity  form- 
€tfliy  fh^bl>(Wiii -of  the  botiie,  had 
acquired  nearly  the  fame  tempera- 


ture as  IhSii  of  the  fleam)  Chefe 
clouds  totally  difappeared ;  and, 
though  the  water  continued  to  hoil 
With  the  utmofl  violence,  the  con- 
tents of  this  hollow  cavity  became 
fo  perfeOTy  invifible,  and  fo  litiJe 
appearance  ivas  there  of  fleam,  that, 
had  it  not  been  for  the  ibneutis  of 
uater  which  were  continually  run- 
ning down  its  fides,  I  fhould  almoft 
have  been  tempted  to  dout>t  whe- 
ther any  fleam  was  a^^hially  gene- 
rated. 

Upon  liftteg  up  for  an  inflant 
one  fide  of  the  bottle,  and  letting 
in  a  fmaller  quantity  of  cold  air,  the 
clonds  inftantly  returned,  and  con- 
tinued circulating  feveral  minntes 
with  great  rapidity,  and  then  gradu- 
ally difappeared  as  l)efore.  This 
experiment  was  repeated  feveral 
times,  and  always  with  the  fame  re- 
fiTlf ;  the  fldam  always  becoming  vf. 
fible  when  cpld  air  was  mixed  with 
it,  and  aftehvards  recovering  its 
tranfparency  when,  part  of  this  air 
being  ebcpelled,  that  which  rcmaun- 
^d  had  acquired  the  temperature  of 
the  fleam. 

Finding  that  cold  air  introdoced 
unier  the  bottle  caufed  the  fleam 
fo  be  partially  condenfed,  and  clouds 
to  be  formed,  I  was  defirous  of  fee- 
ing what  vifible  efiefb  would  be 
produced  by  introducing  a  cold  fo- 
nd body  undef'the  botde.  I  ima- 
gined that  if  fleam  was  a  conduftor 
of  heat,  fome  part  of  the  heat  in  the 
fleam  paiiing  out  of  it  into  the  cold 
body,  clouos  W6uld  of  courfe  be 
formed ;  but  I  thought  if  fleam  was 
a  non-condu<^or  of  heat;  that  is  to 
fay,  if  One  particle  of  fleam  could  not 
comlnunicate  any  part  of  its  heat 
tt)  its  neighl>6uring  particles ;  in  that 
cafe,  as  the  cold  body  could  only 
affeft  thf^  ^artictes  of  fleam  a^ually 
in  contact  with  it,  no  cloud  would 
appear 
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appear ;  and  the  rcfult  ^f  Xhc'  ex- 

pcriuient  fliowcd  that  ileam  is  in 

fuL^  a  oon-condu(5ltor  of  heat ;  for, 

notwithftanding  the  cold  body  iifcd 

in  this  experiment  was  vfiry  l^rge 

and  v€;ry  cold,  being  a  folid  lump  of 

ice  nearly  as  large  as  an  hen's,  egg, 

placed  in  the  middle  of  the  hoUovr 

cavity  under  the  bottle,  upon  a  fmail 

Iripod  or  ftand  made  of  iron-wire  5 

yet  as  Xbon  as  the  clouds  which  wti^; 

formed  in  confccjuence  of  the  \m- 

avoidable  IntroduifUon  of  cold  air  in 

lifting  up  the  bottle  to  introduce 

the  ice,  were  diflipated  (which  fbo^ 

happened)  the  fteam  became  fo  pcr- 

fcdlly  tranfparent  and  invifible,  that 

not  the  fnulleft  appearance  of  clou- 

dinefs  was  to  be  fcen  anywhcrp, 

not  even  about  the  ice,  which,  as 

it  went  on  to  melt,  appeared  a? 

clear  and  tranfparent  as  a  piece  of 

the  fipell  rock-cryftal. 

This  experiment,  ,which  I  firft 
made  at  Florence,  in  the  month  of 
November,  1793,  was  repeated  fc- 
veral  times  in  the  prefeace  of  Lord 
-  Palmerfton,  who  was  then  at  Flo- 
rence, and  Monfieuf  de  Fontana. 
In  thefe  experiments  the  air  was  not 
entirely  expellad  from  under  the 
bottle ;  on  the  contrary,  a  confider- 
able  quantity  of  it  remained  mix- 
ed with  thelleam  even  after  the 
clouds  had  totally  difappeared,  as  I 
found  by  a  particular  experiment, 
made  with  a  view  to  afcertain  that 
fa6t ;  but  that  circumflance  does  not 
render  the  refult  of  this  experiment 
lefs  curious:  on  the  contrary,!  think 
it  tends  to  make  it  more  furprifing. 
It  (hould  feem  that  neither  the  mafs 
of  {(cam,  nor  that  of  air,  were  at  all 
cooled  by  the  body  of  ice  which 
they  furrounded ;  for  if  the  air  had 
been  cooled    ^in  mafs)    it   feems 
highly   probable  .that    the   clouds 
would  have,  r^ri^ed. 


fThfi  rcfultsnof  theijb  experin^ents 
compared  with  thofe  ibrmerly  al^ 
luclcjd  to,  in  which  I  had  endeavour- 
ed -to  afcertain  the  moll  advanta- 
geous forms  for  boilers,  opened  tv 
me  an  ejilirely  new  field  fpr  fpecu; 
lation  and  improvement  in  the  ma- 
nagctUient  of  lire.  They  thowed  mr 
that  not  only  cold  air,  but  alio  hot  air 
and  Jiiot  ileam,  and  hot  mixtures  of 
air  and  fteara,are  non-CQndu<ftors  0^ 
heat ;  cgniequeotly  that  the  hot^^ji. 
pour  which  rifes  from  burning  fue^ 
and  even  IbejSam^  ilfdf,  is -a  noii- 
coiidu^or  of  heat. 

This  may  be  tlaought  a  bold  afler- 
ti^n;  but  a  litllecalm  refle6lian,  and 
a  careful  examination  of  the  pheno- 
mena wliich  attend  the  combuflioa 
of  fuel,  and  the  communication  of 
heat  by  flame,  will  fhow  it  to  be  well- 
founded  ;  and  the  advantages  which 
may  be  derived  from  the  knowledge 
of  this  fa6b,  are  of  very  great  import- 
ance indeed. 


On  the  Danger  (f  tifiiig  VeJfcU  of  Lead^ 
CcU/icr^  or  Brn/s^m  Dairies.  By  Mf2 
Thomas  Hajes,  6urg£^n^  <f  llamjlead. 

From  the  Letters  and  Paflers  (f  the  Bath 
and  IVefi  <f  England  Society  fir  iU 
Enccuragef/joit  ^  jfgf  iculturc,  Orff. 


M' 


'ANY  eminent  phyiicians 
have  aflerted,  that  butter  U 
very  unwholefome  ;  while  other?, 
equally  eminent,  have  confidered 
it  as  not  only  innocent^  but*as  a 
good  afliila nt  to  digcftion  ;  and  each 
have  been  isid  to  ground  their  opi-  * 
nions  upon  cxpcrrencc.  Perhap*^ 
both  may  be  right ;  and  butter  raAy 
be  innocent  or  mifchievous  accord* 
ing  as  it  contains  many  or  few  ad- 
ventitious materials,  colleded  from 
yeUels,  &c.  ufed  in  the  »procefs  of 
making  it. 
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I  am  led  to  thcfe  conjc Ainrcs  hj 
•bferving,  that  in  altnoft  all  the 
great  dairies,  the  milk  b  AifFered  to 
Sand  in  lead^  brafsy  or  copper  vef- 
felsj  to  throw  up  the  cream.  The 
clotene&  of  the  texture  of  thefe 
metals,  and  their  coldnefs  and  fo- 
lidity,  contribute  to  feparate  a  great- 
er quantity  of  cream  From  the  milk 
than  would  be  done  by  wooden 
trundles,  or  earthen  pans ;  both  of 
which  are  alfo  fometimes  made  ufe 
of. 

As  I  wi(h  to  eftablifh  the  poiE- 
biUty  of  the  fa^  that  milk  may 
corrode  or  diflblve  particles  of  the 
veflels  above  mentioned,  and  there- 
fore be  liable  to  communicate  per- 
nicious qualities  to  the  butter,  I  beg 
leave  to  fubmit  the  reafons  firom 
which  I  draw  this  condulion. 

Whoever  has  been  much  in  great 
dairies,  muft  have  obferved  a  pecu- 
liarly four  frowfy  fmell  in  them, 
although  they  be  ever  fo  well  at- 
tended to  in'jrefpe^  of  cleanlineis, 
&c.  In  fome,  where  the  managers 
are  not  very  cleanly,  this  fmefi  is 
extremely  difagreeable,  owing  moft- 
ly  to  the  corrupted  milk.  In  fome 
it  arifes  from  the  uteniils  being 
fcalded  in  the  dairy ;  and  in  others, 
from  a  bad  conurudion  of  the 
building  itfelf,  ihe  want  of  a  fuf- 
ficient  circulation  of  air,  water,  &c. 
but,  in  all,  a  great  deal  of  the  light- 
er or  more  volatile  parts  of  the 
milk  fly  ofl^  from  the  mrface  of  the 
pans,  and  furnifh  a  great  quantity 
of  acid  effluvia  to  the  furrounding 
air  and  ceiling ;  which  is  again  de- 
ported on  every  thing  beneath  it, 
and,  of  courfe,  often  on  the  veflfels, 
after  they  have  be^n  put  by  clean, 
at  the  times  of  their  being  out^  of 
pfe.  This  may  be  obferv^  to  give 
a  dull  fort  or  appearance  to  brafs 
and  copper,  as  ii  you  bad  breathed 


on  them ;  for  if  yua  mb  your  fio- 

Sr  liditly  over  tbe  vefleb^  von  wiiL 
ve  both  the  tafie  and  fine)!  of  tiie 
metal. 

It  alfo  happens  fometimes,  that 
afiter  the  vellels  are  waflied,  they 
are  not  carefully  rinced,  nor  per- 
fe^ly  dried  by  the  fire;  fo  thai  (omc 
of  the  milk,  &c.  is  left  on  the  fur- 
lace  of  them;  which  diilbfres  th^ 
metak,  either  by  its  animal,  <h1t,  or 
acefcent  qualities. 

This  is  not  the  only  way,  nor  the 
worft,  by  which  the  butter  may  be- 
come impregnated  with  miichief. 
The  greater  the  quantity  of  cream 
thrown  up  from  the  milk,  the  larg- 
er profits  accrue  to  the  dairy^man ; 
therefore  he  keeps  it  in  the  vellels 
as  long  as  he  can,  and  it  is  frequent- 
ly kc^t  till  it  b  very  four,  and  ca- 
pable of  a£Ung  upon  them :  if  they 
are  of  lead,  a  calx  offugarof  lead  ia 
produced ;  if  of  brafs  or  capper^ 
verdigris. 

It  IS  true,  the  quantity  cannot  be 
very  great:  this  however  will  de- 
pend upon  the  degree  of  foumef» 
and  length  of  time  which  the  milk 
fbmds  ;  but,  independent  of  the 
acid,  the  animal  oil  in  the  cream 
'  will  diflblve  brafs  and  copper. 

That  an  acid  floats  in  the  atmo- 
fphereof  adairy,  may  be  proved  by 
placing  therein  a  baton  of  fyrup  of 
violets  for  a  little  time,  which  will 
be  found  to  turn  red. 

If  then  I  am  right  in  my  conjec- 
tures, as  I  tliink  I  am,  from  the  in- 
numerable experiments  and  obfer- 
vations  which  I  Jiave  made  to  fa- 
tisfy  myfelf  of  the  faft,  and  which 
it  would  be  trifling  to  relate  here, 
may  not  the  reputation  of  the 
wholefomene^  or  unwholefomenefs 
of  butter  depend  upon,  or  be  owing 
to,  fome  of  ttie  above  caufes  ?  And 
may  not  suuiy  a  cafbaJ,  nay  obfh- 
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tiate  complaint,  which  phyficians 
have  in  vain  laboured  to  account  for, 
have  origHiated  from  this  fource? 
Butter  is  found  very  frequently  to 
occafion  much  diforder  to  very 
weakly,  delicate,  and  irritable  fto- 
xnachs ;  yet  thefe  ilomachs  will  bear 
olive-oil.  This  cannot  eafily  be  ac- 
counted for,  but  from  metallic  im* 
pregnation. 

I  will  not  contend  that  all  die  ill 
«fFe6b  attributed  to  butter  are  cauf« 
cd  by  the  mineral  particles  which  it 
gains  by  the  means  before  fbted  :  I 
only  infill  that  it  is  poffible,  and  in- 
deed very  probable ;  and  that,  when 
butter  is  free  from  thefe  particles, 
it  is  not  fo  unwholefome  as  fome 
have  ailerted ;  thoueh,  when  it  does 
•ontain  them,  it  is  round  to  diforder 
very  tender  perfbns. 

To  enlarge  upon  the  fubje£l,  or 
attempt  to  explain  the  many  ways 


I  ihall  be  very  glad  if  the  forego- 
ing  obfervations  have  fufficient  in- 
fluence on  the  dairy-men  to  indflce 
them  to  change  their  utensils.  Ve* 
ry  commodious  veflels  may  be  made 
of  caft-iron,  equally  well  fitted  for 
the  purpofes  of  the  dairy,  which 
will  not  be  expenfive,  and  will  bs 
more  innocent  and  cleanly. 


On  f/ie  jincient  and  Modem  Navi^atim, 
ff  India.  From  Dr,  yincetU^s  Voyagt 
^  NearcJtus^  4/0. 

I  CANNOT  take  a  final  leave  of 
this  coafl  without  obferving,  that 
the  whole  difhince  from  the  Indus 
to  Cape  Jafk  comes  out  as  near  as 
may  be,  fix  hundred  and  twenty-five 
miles,  equal  to  the  eClimation  of  Ar- 
rian  on  the  coafl  of  the  I6thyopha- 


gi  alone ;  and  this  number  of  miles 
by  which  a  very  fmall  quantity  of  Nearchus  was  ffom  feventy  to  fe- 
the  above  metals  may  prove  inju-    venty-five  days  in  pafling.   If,  how- 


rious  to  the  human  frame,  in  fome 
particular  conftitutions,  would  be 
onlv  to  repeat  what  has  already  been 
(aid  by  abler  writers*.     Some  will 
perhaps  fay,  that  my  ideas  are  very 
far-fetched;  and  others,  that  my  opi- 
nions are  iU-founfled ;  but,  I  trufl, 
whoever  has  read  the  indufbious 
Refearches  of  Sir  Georee  Baker  on 
the  £ffe61s  of  Lead,  ana  the  melan- 
choly cafe  of  a  young  lady  who  di- 
ed in  confequemce  of  eating  pickled 
iamphire  very  flightlv  impregnated 
with  copper,  and  which  others  ate 
without  being  difeafed,  as  related 
by  Dr.  Percival,  will  receive  my 
opinions  with  lefs  obje<ftibn.     If  I 
have  erred,  I  have  done  it  in  h^- 
nourabld  company. 


ever,  with  due  allowance  made  for 
fetting  out  aga'mfl  the  monfoon, 
and  twenty-four  days  lofl  at  Cape 
Monze,  we  reduce  the  whole  to 
forty  days,  we  may  form  a  compara- 
tive view  between  ancient>an4  mo* 
dern  navigation  ;  for  it  appears  from 
the  journal  of  the  Houghton  B^ft 
Indiaman,  that  Ihe  made  the  fame 
run  in  thirteen  days ;  and  upon  her 
return  was  only  five  days  from  Go- 
meroon  to  Scindy  Bar.    But  fo  far 
is  this  from  diminlfhing  the  credit  of 
the  firfl  navigators,  that  it  is  enhanc* 
ed  by  every  difficulty  they  had  to 
furmountj — weak  veflels  with  inex- 
perienced mariners ;  no  providons 
but  fuch  as  an  unknown  coaft  might 
furniih  \  no  convenience  for  ileep^ 


*  See  Sir  George  Baker^s  papers  on  the  eSe£b  of  lead,  in  the  Medical  Traofac* 
tiont;  Dr.  Percival 's  paper  in  the  fame;  and  Dr.  Falconer  on  copper  reiTels. 
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ing  on  boird;  no  pilot  but  fuch  as 
they  might  cafiully  pick  up  on  their 
Gourfe;  no  certainty  that  this  Tea 
was  ever  navigated  before,  or  even 
navigable ;  and  no  refources  fuch  as 
the  moderns  have,  without  numbeti 
in  their  arms,  their  inibuments, 
their  experience,  and  the  accumu- 
lated acquifitions  of  knowledge, 
whether  praftical  or  theoretical. 
Under  all  thefe  difadvantages,  if 
the  objed  was  attained,  and  the 
voyage  completed,  it  is  not  the 
length  of  the  Courfe  that  ought  to 
raife  the  name  of  Columbus  higher 
than  that  of  Nearchus ;  the  confe- 
quences  derived  from  the  difcove- 
lies  of  both  ane  equally  ioiportant, 
and  the  commerce  with  tne  Eaft 
Indies  upon  a  level  with  that  of 
America:  but  if  the  communica- 
tion fixed  at  Alexandria  is  the  ori- 
gin of  the  Porlugucfe  difcoveries, 
and  the  circumnavigation  of  Africa, 
Mearchus.  is  in  fa6l  the  primary  au- 
thor of  difcovery  in  general,  and 
jthe  mafi^r  both  of  Gama  and  Co- 
Jumbus. 

There  is  one  extraordinary  cir- 
cumibnce  attending  this  expedi- 
tion, which  is,  tliat  we  find  no  men- 
tion of  mutiny  or  difeafe  among 
the  people.  The  former  would  be 
naturally  checked  by  their  fituation, 
for  they  had  no  fecondhope  if  they 
fsdled  in  the  execution  of  their  en- 
terprife,  and  no  chance  of  prcfcrva- 
tion  but  by  obedience  to  their  com- 
mander ;  the  latter  was  lefs  likely 
to  occur,  from  the  circumftances 
peculiar  to  the  navigation ;  and  the 
.  maladies  arifing  from  famine  or  bad 
provifions,  appear  not  to  have  had 
fufficient  time  to  exhibit  their  worll 
cffc6b.  As  far  as  can  be  colle^fted 
from  the  journal,  they  were  never 
without  fbell-fifh  till  within  a  few 
days  of  their  arrival ;  and  icorbutic 


dHbrders,  w&ich  are  the  fcourge  of 
the  mariner  in  the  protra^^ed  voy- 
ages of  the  modems,  are  never  no- 
ticed by  the  antients.  The  proxi- 
mity of  land,  the  frequency  of  fleep- 
ing  on  (bore,  and  the  properties  of 
their  veflels,  which  were  not  deck- 
ed, feem  to  have  operated  to  the 
exclufion  of  a  difeafe,  which  two 
hundred  years  experience  is  only 
now  teaching  modem  navigators  to 
combat ;  and  Hm  experience  no- 
thing but  the  perfevering  difciplioe 
of  Cook  could  luure  reduced  to 
pradtice. 

It  is  not  apparent  that  thepa&ge 
from  the  Indus  to  the  Gulph  of 
Perfia  had  ever  been  performed  by 
the  natives ;  for  however  great  the 
commerce  on  that  river  was,  and 
however  extended,  its  progreis  na« 
turaliy  bent  towards  the  ooaft  of  Ma- 
labar and  the  peninfula.  The  na- 
tives there  were  all  Indians;  while 
on  the  weli^  the  name  tenninailed  at 
the  Arabis,  and  aU  Indian  manners 
with  the  boundary  of  the  Oikx  at 
Malana.  This  appears  to  me  a  proof 
that  no  commerce  from  the  Indus 
was  carried  farther  by  the  Indians ; 
the  other  natives,  whether  Oritaeor 
Icthyophaei,  had  no  embarkations 
even  for  fifhing ;  and  the  PeHians 
were  never  navigators.  If  any  vef- 
fels,  therefore,  vifited  thefe  coafb 
even  in  that  early  age,  they  were 
probably  Arabian ;  but  of  this 
there  can  be  no  fatisfa£bory  evi- 
dence. That  fomething  pafled  up- 
on the  fca,  and  in  all  abearance 
from  port  to  port,  there  teems  to 
be  ground  for  fuppoQng ;  for  Hy- 
drakes  could  not  have  been  worthy 
of  employment  without  ibme  fort 
of  experience ;  and  there  b  a  fha- 
dow  of  evidence  that  the  pirates  to 
eailward  of  the  Indus,  who  have 
been  piratee  ia  alt  ageS)  accidentally 
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fited  the  coaft,  either  for  the  pur- 
ofe  of  intercepting  the  traffic,  or 
F  plundering  the  property  of  the 
^habitants ;  and  yet  what  tempta- 
on  could  they  prefent,unlcfs  Haves 
•ere    a  commodity?     If  fo,  their 
►erfons  might  be  feized,  provided 
here^  wrere  anv  record  of  a  market 
o  point  out  where  they  were  dif- 
>oled  of;  but  the  whole  teftimony 
vhich  can  be  collefted,  amounts  in 
ao  degree  to  a  proof  of  a  navigation 
like  that  of  Nearchus  from  India  to 
Perfia  ;  and  as  this  is  the  principal 
link  in  the  future  chain  of  commu- 
nication with  Europe,  the  merit  of 
examining  it  feems.  wholly  due  to 
him  as  the  original  undertaker.     I 
am  not  ignorant  of  a  much  longer 
voyage  in  this  very  dipe6kion  imput- 
ed to  Scylax  by  Herodotus,  from 
Paftya  (the  Pekeli  of  Renncli)  in- 
to the  Gulph  of  Arabia :  but  whe- 
ther this  voyage  was  performed  by 
the  Periians,  or  that  other  round  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  by  the  Phoe- 
nicians from  Egypt,  as  recorded  by 
him,  is  a  point  highly  problematical 
in  the  opinion  of  every  one  who 
confiders  the  ftru£hire  of  ancient 
vefTels,  and  their  whole  method  of 
navigation.    I  believe  the  record  of 
both,  as  preferved  bv  Herodotus,  to 
be  evidence  that  tKe  Perfians  or 
Egyptians  knew,  from  comnfunica- 
tion  with  the  interior  of  the  refpec- 
tive  countries,  that  they  were  bound- 
ed by  the  ocean,  and  afforded  the 
means  of  navigation ;  but  that  the 
voyages  were   a^bually  performed 
requires  more  evidence,  more  par- 
ticulars, and  a  clearer  detail  of  fa6ls, 
to  enable  us  to  form  a  judgment. 
The  bare  aflertion  that  the  thing 
had  been  done,  might  lead  Alexan- 
der to  think  it  practicable ;  but  the 
Perfian  voyage  produced  no  confe- 
qtienccswnatever  J  and  tfa^En^ptiaa 
Vol.  XXXIX. 


navigation  led  to  nothing,  unkfs  we 
fuppofe  the  Portuguefe  difcoverers 
influenced  by  the  aflertion,  that  a 
paflage  round  the  Cape  was  pradi* 
cable. 

Scylax  ought  to  be  a  Greek  by 
the  place  of  his  nativity,  Caryanda, 
or  at  leafl  an  inhabitant  of  Afla  Mi- 
nor ;  but  we  have  no  remsdns  of  his 
journal,  and  jio  other  evidence  of 
his  voyage  but  the  report  of  Hero- 
dotus, which  is  very  deficient  in 
circumftances  to  confirm  its  owrt 
authority  ;  and  collateral  evidence 
there  is  none.  In  regard  to  the 
circumnavigation  of  Africa,  there 
is  one  particular  much  infilled  on 
by  Larcher,  Gefner,  and  other  com- 
mentators; which  is,  the  appear- 
ance of  the  fun  to  the  north:  a 
phsenomenon  dependent  on  every 
navigation  within  the  trppics.  The 
referve  of  Herodotus,  in  faying 
that  others  may  fuppofe  this  pro- 
bable, though  he  doubts  it  himfclf, 
is  a  caution  worthy  of  fuch  an  hif- 
torian,  and  more  perfuafive  than 
the  boldeil  aflertion.  I  mufl:,  how- 
ever, notice  a  peculiarity  in  tliis  paf- 
fage,  which  feems  to  have  efcaped 
the  fcrutiny  of  his  commentators ; 
for  he  informs  us  in  another  place, 
that  he  went  up  the  Nile  himfelf  as 
far  as  Elephantine,  in  order  to  af- 
certain  fome  circumftances  relative 
to  the  head  of  that  river,  about 
which  he  thought  himfelf  impofed 
upon  by  a  fecretary  of  the  priefts  at 
Sais.  Now,  is  it  not  extraordinary 
that  if  he  reached  Elephantine  he 
fhould  not  have  vifited  Syene,  the 
very  place  at  which  he  reprefenta 
his  doubts  to  exift  P  —  Is  it  not 
ftrange,  that  though  he  lived  prior 
to  the  conftru6tion  of  the  well  at 
Syene,  he  fhould  mention  nothing 
of  the  fituation  of  Syene  itfelf  un- 
der the  tropic  ?  Haa  he  been  there 
Ee  in 
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10  fumrtier,  he  mufthimfelf  have  fecn 
the  phamomenon  he  profefles  to 
doubt,  or  at  leaft  the  fun  vertical ; 
and  if  his  vifit  was  at  any  other  fea- 
fon,  is  it  not  remarkable  that  he 
fliould  not  have  heard  of  tliis  cir- 
cumilance  ?  Elephantine  is  an 
ifland,  or  a  city  on  an  Kknd,  in  the 
Nile,  oppodtc  to  Syene  ;  and  yet 
Herodotus  does  not  quite  fay  he 
was  a^hially  at  Syene.  From  his 
Baention  that  tlie  catara^s  ai'e  four 
days  fail  from  the  Elephantine  he 
vifiied,  may  we  not  fiifpecft  that  it 
was  fome  ifland  lower  down  (for 
there  are  many)  or  that  the  ifland 
called  Elephantine-  by  Pocock  is  not 
the  Elepliantine  of  Herodotus  ?  and 
that  the  hiflorian  was  not  nearer 
Syone  than  wilhin  three  days  fail? 
for  it  is  in  reality  lefs  than  one  day's 
fail  or  journey  by  land  from  Syene 
to  tlie  cataracts.  I  mention  thefe 
particulars,  in  order  to  (hew  tlic 
great  obfcurity  which  attends  all 
the  difcoverics,  whether  real  or 
pretended,  in  ages  antecedent  to 
hi  (lory;  and  notwithltanding  all 
that  Mr.  Goflelin  has  produced,  to 
prove  an  e.!rly  ftate  of  navigation 
and  geography,  previous  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  Greeks,  and 
founded  upon  better  principles  ; 
notwithftanding  the  erudition  dif- 
played  bv  Gelner  in  his  Treatife 
on  the  Navigation  of  the  Pheeni- 
cians  in  the  Atlantic,  there  is  no- 
thing appears  fuliiciently  fatisfado- 
fy  to  eftablifii  the  autlienticity  of 
any  one  prior  voyage,  of  equal  ini- 
poTlancc,  upon  a  looting  with  this 
of  Nearchus ;  or  any  certainty  to 
be  obtained  where  the  evidence  is 
aU  circumftantiaL.and  none  pofitive. 
From  a  journal  like  the  Periplusof 
Hannd,  a  knowledge  of  tlie  coaft  of 
Africa  will  enable  us  to  form  a  judg- 
mefit  of  his  progrefs :  but  a  bare 


affiiriioft  of  the  performance  of  any 
voyage,  without  confeqncnces  at- 
tendant or  conne6led,  without  goI« 
lateral  or  contemporary  teftimonyv 
is  too  (light  a  foundation  to  fupfwrt 
any  fuperftruiflurc  of  importance, 
I  (hould  think  it  time  well  empIoj« 
cd  to  vindicate  the  honour  of  Co. 
lumbus  againfl  the  ufurpation  of 
Vefpucius ;  but  I  would  not  hdkaw 
a  moment  in.  annulling  the  claim  of 
Madock  and  his  Carabro-Bntsdus 
to  the  difcovcry  of  America.  The 
reader  mav  conceive  that  this  vin- 
dication of  Nearchus  partakes  more 
of  the  partiality  of  an  editor  than 
the  inveftigation  of  the  truth :  but 
i  appeal  to  the  ancient  geographi- 
cal fragments  ftill  extant ;  3ic  Pc- 
riplus  of  Hanno,  the  fnrvey  of  the 
Euxine  Sea  by  the  real  Arrian^  and 
that  of  the  Erythraean  Sea,  or  In- 
dian Ocean,  by  the  fi61itioiB  one ; 
and  I  fay  that  ail  thefe,  as  well  as 
the  journal  of  Nearchus,  though 
tliey  have  their  errors,  difficulties, 
or  even  abfurdities,  flill  contain  in- 
ternal evidence  of  veracity,  and  are 
well  worthy  of  examination  ;  while 
the  expedition  of  the  Argonauts* 
of  Pytheas,  or  Scylax,  is  merely  a 
fpeculation  of  amufement. 

There  is,  however,  another  way 
of  enquiry  into  the  difcovcries  at- 
tiibutcd  to  the  earlieft  times;  which 
is,  by  examining  the  commodities 
flich  difcoveries  would  produce. 
Tin,  the  ftaple  of  Britain,  is  men- 
tioned in  the  moft  ancient  authors 
neither  as  a  rare  nor  a  very  precious 
metal ;  this  muft  have  been  intro- 
duced to  the  nations  on  the  Medi- 
terranean, either  by  a  traniport 
over  land  (fuch  as  is  mentioned  by 
Diodorus)  or  through  the  medium 
of  a  Phoenician  navigation  :  the 
exiftence  of  the  metal,  therefore, 
La  Greece  aad  Afia  is  a  proof  that 
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the  voyage  was  perforthed,  in  foitie 
fenle  or  other.    The  infhix  of  gold 
into  Jtidaea  is  equally  a  proof  of  a 
comtDcrce  extended  into  the  Indian 
or  i£thiopic  Ocean,  beyond  the  li- 
mits of  the  Gnlph  of  Arabia.     The 
materials  fiill  found  in  Egypt^  that 
contributed  to  the  prefervation  of 
the  mummies,  are  fome  of  them 
fuppofeil  to  be  orienXal ;  and  if  fo, 
Egypt  muil  have  had,  even  antece- 
dent to  hiilory,  a  commuftioation 
with  the  eaft,'  either  dire6Ujr  by 
commerce  of  their  own,  or  kidire^ft- 
ly  by  means  of  intermediate  nations, 
perhaps  Arabian.   In  all  thefe  cafes 
we  have  a  right  to  aifume  the  navi- 
gation from  the  view  of  its  effefe ; 
but  the  voyage  of  Scylax  from  In- 
dia to  Egypt,  or  that  of  the  Phceni- 
cilms  from  Egypt  round  the  conti- 
nent of  Africa,  have  neither  pro- 
duce nor  confequences;  and  though 
this  is  only  a  negative  proof  of  their 
nonentity,  it  is  as  ftrong  as  the  na- 
ture of  the  cafe  will  admit :  if  no 
fecond  navigator  had  doubled  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  the  difcovery 
of  Gama  might  have  been  deemed 
problematical.    Were  it  poflible  to 
afcribe  thefe  tw*  voyages  to  the  age 
of  Herodotus,  his  teilimony  is  fuch, 
that  it  ought  to  preponderate  againll 
every  argument  of  mere  fpeculation : 
butj&eprobably  records  only  the  va- 
nity ot  two  nations,  one  the  moft 
proud  of  its  empire,  and  the  other 
of  its  fcience ;  both  capable  of  at- 
tributing to  themfelves  an  aftion 
done,  if  it  were  poflible  to  be  done ; 
and  of  this  the  poflibility  was  per- 
haps known  from  internal  informa- 
tion.    My  own  opinion  is  decided- 
ly agdnft  the  reality  of  both  thefe 
voyages ;  but  whatever  be  my  own 
judpnent,  it  fhall  be  fubjed  to  the 
decifipn  of  thofe  who  profefledly 
confider  the  queftioa  in  its  full  ex- 


tent ;  it  is  here  only  incidental :  but 
I  muft  ftill  repeat,  that  it  is  the  af- 
fcrtion  of  fa6ts  without  circum- 
ftances,  while  the  voyage  of  Near- 
chus  is  detailed  in  all  its  parts,  and 
is  the  earlieft  authentic  journal  ex- 
tant. If,  then,  I  am  right,  this  b 
the  firft  voyage  of  general  import- 
ance to  mankind ;  If  I  am  millak- 
en,  it  is  fHll  the  firft  of  which  any 
certain  record  is  preferved. 

Difqttijitms  en  the  Phrafe 

TH^  ENLIGHTENED  PUBLIC. 

Frtm  d*lfraeWs  Mifcellanies. 

HE  who  thinks,  will  perceive  in 
every  enlightened  nation 
three  kinds  of  people :  an  inconfide- 
rable  number  inui-ufted  by  reafon, 
and  glowing  with  humanity ;  a 
countlefs  multitude,  barbarous  and 
ignorant,  intolerant  and  inhofpita- 
bie ;  and  a  vacillating  people  with 
fome  reafon  and  humanity,  but 
with  great  prejudices,  at  once  the 
half  echoes  of  philofophy,  and  the 
adherents  of  popular  opinion.  Caa 
the  public  be  denominated  enligh- 
tened ?  Take  an  exlenfive  view 
among  the  various  orders  of  fociety^ 
and  obferve  how  folly  ftill  wantons 
^  the  vigour  of  youth,  and  preju- 
dice ftill  ftalks  in  the  ftubbornneib 
of  age ! 

To  trace  the  human  mind  as  it 
exifts  in  people,  would  be  the  only 
method  to  detect  this  fallacious  ex- 
prefliou.  The  unenlightened  uum^ 
bers,  who  are  totally  uninfluenced 
by  the  few,  live  in  a  foul  world  of 
their  own  creation.  The  ra:ral 
arithmetician,  as  he  looks  for  the 
fum  total  of  the  unenlightened  pub- 
lic, muft  refemble  the  algebraift, 
who  riots  in  incalculable  quantities, 
and  who  fmiles  at  the  iimple  favagef, 
whofe  arithmetic  extends  not  fur- 
ther than  the  number  three. 

E  e  2  In 
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In  a  mctfopolii  we  contemplate 
the  human  mind  in  all  its  inflefhons. 
If  wc  were  to  judge  of  men  by  the 
condition  of  their  minds  (which 
perhaps  is  the  moft  impartial  man- 
ner of  judging)  we  fhould  not  con- 
fult  the  year  of  their  birth  to  date 
their  ages ;  and  an  intelle6bial  re- 
gifter  might  be  drawn  up,  on  a  to- 
ially  different  plan  from  our  paro- 
chial ones.  A  perfon  ma^,  accord- 
ing to  the  vulgar  era,  be  m  the  ma- 
turity of  life,  when,  by  our  philo- 
,  fophical  epocha,  he  is  born  in  the 
tenth  century.  That  degree  of 
tniud  which  regulated  the  bigotry 
'  of  a  monk  in  the  middle  ages,  may 
be  difcovered  in  a  modern  re<Etor. 
An  adventurous  Ipirit  in  a  red  coat, 
who  is  almoft  as  defirous  (to  ufe  the 
wit  of  South)  to  receive  a  kifs  from 
the  mouth  of  a  cannon  as  from  that 
©f  his  miftrefs,  belongs  to  the  age 
of  chivalrj' ;  and  if  he  fliould  com- 
pofc  verles,  and  be  magnificently 
"prodigal,  he  is  a  gay  and  noble  Trou- 
badour. A  larcaftic  philofopher, 
who  inflrufts  his  fellow -citizens, 
imd  retires  from  their  fociety,  is  a 
contemporary  with  Diogenes  ;  and 
'he  who,  reforming  the  world,  graces 
inflruftion  with  amenity,  may  b« 
placed  in  the  days  of  Plato.  Our 
'vtilgar  politicians  muft  be  arranged 
among  the  Roundheads  and  Olivers; 
and  Tom  Paine  himfelf  is  fo  very 
ancient  as  to  be  a  contemporary  of 
Shimei.  The  refult  of  our  calcu- 
lations would  be,  that  the  enlight- 
ened public  form  an  inconfiden^ble 
number. 

h  muft,  however,  be  confeffed, 
fhat  what  knowledge  has  been  accu- 
mulated by  modera  philofophy, 
'Cannot  camy  perifli  ;  the  art  of 
printing  has  imparted  ftability  to 
vur  intelleftual  ftrucftures,  in  what 
depends  on  the  aaechaniGal  prefer- 


vation.  Human  fciencc  can  n3 
more  be  annihilated  by  an  Omsr. 
A  (ingular  fpe^cle  has,  therefore, 
been  cxliibited ;  and  it  is  fooaediiies 
urged  by  ihofe  who  contemplate, 
wjtli  pleafing  aftonifljment,  the  ac- 
tual progrefs  of  the  human  mind,  as 
a  proof  of  the  immutability  of  troth, 
that,  in  the  prcfent  day,  every  en- 
lightened individual,  whether  he  re- 
fides  at  Paris,  at  Madrid,  or  at  Lon- 
don, now  thinks,  alike ;  no  varia- 
tion of  climate,  no  remotencG  of 
.  place,  not  even  national  {wejndices, 
^  more  variable  and  more  remote  than 
'either,  deftroy  that  unauunity  of 
opinion  which  they  feel  on  certain 
topics  efTential  to  human  wdiarc. 

This  appears  to  be  a  fpecious  ar* 
gument  in  favour  of  the  enlightened 
public.  But  wc  fhould  recoiled, 
that  this  unanimity  of  opinion, 
which  fo  frequently  excites  lur- 
prife,  is  owing  to  their  deriving 
their  ideas  from  the  fame  fources; 
at  Paris,  a£  Madrid,  and  at  London, 
the  fame  authors  are  read,  and, 
therefore,  the"  fame  opinions  are 
formed. 

Thus  we  account  for  this  unani- 
mity of  opinion  j  and  wc  may  now 
reaionably  enquire  whether  un- 
animity of  opmion  always  indi- 
cates permanent  truth  ?  It  is  cer- 
tain that  very  extravagant  opinions 
were  once  uni^crfally^  received: 
it  becomes  npt  an  individual  to  af- 
firm that  fome  of  our  modern  opi- 
nions are  marveUoufly  extravagant; 
we  muft  leave  them  for  the  decifioa 
of  poftcrity.  We  may,  howeirer, 
fay  to  the  greatell  genius.  Look 
at  what  your  equals  ha^e  dont, 
and  ©bfervc  how  freqxicntly  they 
have  erred.  Refled,-  that  when* 
ever  an  Ariflotle,  a  Defcartes,  aad 
a  Newton  appeared,  they  formed  a 
new  epocha  in  the  aunaU  of  hunuui 
1  knowledge; 
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owledge  ;  it  is  not  unreafonable 
add  one,  among  your  thoufand 
nje^ires,  and  fay,  that  their  fu- 
•e  rivals  may  trace  new  connec- 
ns,  and  colled  new  fa£b,  which 
ly  tend  to  annihilate  the  fyftems 

their  predecefTors.  h  not  opi- 
3n  often  local,  and  ever  difguifed 
'  cuflom  ?  Is  not  what  we  call 
uth  often  error?  And  are  not 
e  pailions  and  ideas  of  men  of  fo 
?ry  temporary  a  nature,  that  they 
arce  endure  with  their  century  ? 
'his  enlightened  public  may  cfif- 
over  that  their  notions  become  ob- 
)lete,  and  that  with  new  fyftems 
f  knowledge,  and  new  modes  of 
xiftence,  their  books  may  be  clof- 
rd  for  their  fucceflbrs,  and  only 
:onfulted  by  the  curious  of  gi  faturc 
generation  as  we  now  examine 
Ariftotlc  and  Defcartes,  Ariftopha- 
nes  and  Chaucer.  Our  learning 
may  no  more  be  their  learning  than 
our  fafliions  will  be  their  faffiions. 
Every  thing  in  this  world  is  falhion. 

It  may  aJuo  be  conje^hired,  that, 
amidft  the  multitude  of  future  dif- 
coveries,  the  original  authors  of  our 
own  age,  the  Newtons  and  the 
Lc'kes,  may  have  their  concep- 
tions become  fo  long  familiarized, 
as  to  be  incorporated  with  the  no- 
vel Mifcoveries  as  truths  fo  incon- 
tcftible,  that  very  few  ihall  even  be 
acquainted  with  their  firit  difcover- 
ers.  It  would  therefore  appear, 
that  the  juftnefs,  as  well  as  the  ex- 
travafi;ance  of  our  authors,  are  alike 
inimical  to  their  future  celebrity. 


pedication  of  the  Tragedy  ^Junius  Bru- 
tus to  GeneiallFaJfiingtQn. 
From  Count  AlfierVs  Tragedies. 

THE  name  of  hin  alone  who 
gave  liberty  to  America  can 
fei)<^io;i  the    tragcc     of  Jhe  de- 


liverer of  Rome.  To  votl,  there- 
fore, a  citizen  of  Angular  fortune 
and  defcrt,  I  dedicate  Junius  Rru* 
tus,  without  reciting  the  praife* 
due  to  you ;  for  they  are  all  incld-- 
ed  in  your  name.  So  brief  a  men 
tion  of  you  ought  not  to  be  deemed 
indiredl  adulation. — ^I  am  pcrfonal- 
ly  unacquainted  with  you ;  and  di- 
vided, as  we  are,  by  the  immenfe 
ocean,  we  have  but  one  motive  im- 
mediately in  common, — the  love  of 
our  country.  Truly  happy  arc  you 
who  have  eftablifhed  a  fame  fuch  as 
yciurs,  on  a  bafis  firm  and  eternal, 
—the  love  of  your  country  proved 
by  your  actions  !  —  For  myfelf,  i 
have  abandoned  my  n^jtive  fcnl, 
purely  for  the  fake  of  writing  xwitli 
ai;dour  on  the  fubjeft  of  liberty. 
By  fuch  a  facrifice,  \  flatter  myfelf, 
I  have  demonftrated  what  my  pa* 
triotifm  would  have  proved,  had  I 
been  deftined  to  a  country  worthy 
of  my  fentiments.  On  this  confi- 
deration  alone  I  afplre  to  the  ho- 
nour of  uniting  to  the  name  of 
Wafhington  that  of  V.ittprio  Alfieri. 
Taris^  Deeembet  3 1^,  1 7  8  S . 

D£dication  rf  Agh  to  Charks  tJte  Farfi^ 
King  of  England, 

From  the  fame, 

I  THINK  that,  without  meannefs 
or  arrogance,  I  may  dedicate  my 
tragedy  of  Agis  to  an  unfortunafc 
janif  a  deceafed  king. 

This  King  of  Sparta   was,  like  ' 
yourfelf,  condemned  to  die  by  ini-  • 
quilous  judges  and  an  unjuft  parlia- 
ment: but  however  fimilar  the  ef-  ' 
feft,  the  caufc  was  widely  different. 
Agis,  in  the  eftabliflimcnt  ot  equiili-  . 
ty  and  liberty,  wiflicd  to  j  eftore  to 
Sparta  her  oM'n  virtues,  and  her  an- 
cient fplendor;  his  death  was  there» 
fore  glorious^  and  his  fame  i?  eter- 
*c3  aal. 
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nal.  To  you,  by  endcaToiirin^  to 
break  all  bounds  of  your  aulhorily, 
and  to  advance  your  private  emo- 
luoient,  nothing  remains  but  the 
ufelefs  pity  which  accompanied  you 
to  the  grave. 

BoUi  Agis  and  yourfelf  have 
offered,  and  will  coatlnue  to  offer, 
a  memorable  example,  and  a  terrible 
one,  to  pofterity ;  with  this  grand 
difference,  That  many  kings  like 
Charles  there  have  been,  suid  will 
be;  but  fuch  as  Agis^ — ^not  one. 


Modem  Plattmr/m, 

GODEFROI  Izarn  Marquis  de 
Valadi,  a  young  Frenchman 
of  an  enthufiauic  turn  of  mind, 
having  adopted  a  Pvtbagorenn  mode 
of  life,  relolved  m  the  year  1788 
to  vint  England,  to  be  more  at  li- 
berty to  profecute  his  Platonic  re- 
veries, one  of  his  firfl  cares,  on  ar- 
riving in  the  capital,  was  to  vifit  a 
gentleman  of  eminence  in  the' liter- 
ary world,  and  to  propofe  to  him 
the  Ration  of  Chief  of  the  Pythago- 
re^  feft.  Followers,  he  aflured 
him,  he  could  not  fail  to  find  in 
ever)'  quarter  of  the  globe.  Upon 
his  refufal,  Valadi  intimated  fome 
intention  ofafliiming  the  honour- 
able pofl  himfelf.  '<  But,  in  that 
cafe,"  faid  the  EngUlhman,  "would 
5t  not  be  proper  that  you  fhould 
underfland  Greek?" — *  True,* an- 
fwercd  Valadi ;  *  I  had  forgot  that : 
I  will  go  and  lludy  it  at  Glafgow.* 
He  let  off  for  that  place  on  foot ; 
ftaid  there  fix  months ;  and  then 
returned  to  London,  where  he 
chanced  to  hear  that  Mr.  Thomas 
Taylor,  of  Walwcrth,  was  generally 
coniidered  as  the  principal  Pytha- 
gorean in  England.  Valadi  imme- 
diately purchafed  his  works  \  and, 


after  having  perufed  tbcm,  dif- 
patched  tlu:  following  fcroU,  which 
18  highly  charaderi&ic  of  his  eccen- 
tricity and  temper  of  mind  : — 

To  Thmsf  Ta^hr^  hetter  namtd  h^^ 
G'  I%arn  Faladij  ^'  laU  a  FrcaA 
Mar^is^  md  Tam^0k'€f 

Smd6tkJ«)f  md  Hmmr. 

12  Xbre.  1788,  vulg,  ^era. 

"  O  Thomas  Taylor  !  mayed 
thou  welcome  a  brother  Pythago- 
rean, led  by  a  Saviour  God  to  thy 
divine  fchool !  I  have  loved  wifdom 
ever  fince  a  child,  and  have  found 
the  greateft  impediments,  and  been 
forced  to  great  ftruggles,  before 
I  could  clear  my  way  to  the  fburce 
of  it;  for  I  was  bom  in  a  more 
barbarous  country  than  ever  was 
Illyria  of  old.  My  family  never 
favoured  my  inclination  to  fludy  \ 
and  I  have  been  involved  io  fo 
many  cares  and  troubles,  that  it 
cannot  be  without  the  intervention 
of  fome  friendly  Deity  that  I  have 
efcaped  the  vile  ruft  of  barbarifm, 
and  its  attendant  meannefs  of  foul. 
My  good  fortune  was,  that  I  met, 
eighteen  months  ago,  an  Englifh 
gentleman  of  the  name  of  Pigott, 
who  is  a  Pythagorean  philofopher, 
and  who  eaifily  converted  me  to  the 
diet  and  manners  agreeable  to  that 
moft  rich  and  beneficent  deity. 
Mother  Earth;  to  that  heaven-in- 
fpired  change  I  owe  perfe£^  health 
and  tranquillity  of  mind,  both  of 
which  I  had  long  been  deprived  of. 
Alfo  my  own  oath  has  acceded  to 
the  eternal  oath  (which  mentions 
the  golden  commentator  on  G.  V.) 
and!  would  more  cheerfully  depart 
from  my  prefent  habitation  on  this 
Themis-for&ken  earth,  than  defile 
myfelf  ^yermore  with  aolipal  food, 
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olen    cither  on  eartli,  in  air,  or 
ater. 

**  I  mel  with  thy  works  but  two 
ays  paft.  O  divine  man  !  a  pro- 
igy  m  this  iron  age !  who  would 
ver  thoiight  tbou  coiildft  exift 
imong  us  m  our  fhapc !  I  would 
lave  gone  to  China  for  a  man  en- 
\owed  with  the  tenth  part  of  thy 
ight !  Oh,  grant  me  to  fee  thee, 
o  be  luftratedand  initiated  by  thee ! 
What  joy,  if,  like  to  Ptvclifs  Ijtmasj 
lo  thee  I  could  be  a  domcftic  !  who 
feci  living  in  myfelf  the  foul  of 
Leonidas. 

'*  My  determination  was  to  go 
and  live  in  North  America,  from 
iove  of  liberty,  and  there  to  keep  a  • 
fchool  of  temperance  and  love,  in 
order    to  prelerve   fo  manv  men 
from  the  prevailing  difgraccral vices 
of  brutal  intemperance  and  felfifli 
cupidity.  —  There,  in  progrefs  of 
lime,  if  thofe  vices  natural  to  a 
commercial  country  arc  found  to 
thwart  moft  of  the  bleffings  of  li- 
berty, the'happy  fele6t  ones,  taught 
better  difciphne,  may  form  a  fo- 
ciety  bv  tiiemfelves,  iuch  a  one  as 
the  gocls  would  favour  and  vifit  lov- 
ingly; which  would  preferve  true 
knowledge,  and  be  a  feminary  and 
an  alylum  for  the  lovers  of  it. 

*♦  There  I  would  devoutly  ereft 
altars  to  my  favourite  gods, — Diof- 
cari,  Heftor,  Ariftomenes,  MefTen, 
Pan,  Orpheus,  Epaminondas,  Py- 
thagoras, Plato,  Timoleon,  Marcus 
Brutus,  and  his  Portia ;  and,  above 
all,  Pha?bus,  the  god  of  my  hero 
Julian,  and  the  father  of  that  holy, 
gentle  commonwealth  of  the  Peru- 
vians, to  which  nuUus  ultor  has,  as 
yet,  beem  fufcited ! 

**  Muiic  and  gymnaftic  are  fci- 
ences  neceflary  for  a  teaclier  to 
poflefe  —  (what  deep  and  various 
We  thefe  two  words  coj^taia ! )  and 


I  am  a  ftranger  to  both  !  O  Gods  { 
who  gave  me  the  thought  and  the 
fpirit,  give  me  the  means !  for  all 
things  are  from  you. 

"  Thomas  Taylor,  be  thou  their 
inftrument  to  convoy  into  my  mind 
knowledge,  truth,  and  prudence! 
Do  thou  love  and  help  me.  I  will 
go  to  thee  to-morrow  morning. 

**  P.  S.  Mty  I  look  to  thee,  en- 
dowed with  an  ancient  and  no  mo- 
dem cnthufiafm  ! 

"  Gracchus  Crotoneios.** 

According  to  the  promife  con*- 
tained  in  his  letter,  Valadi  waited 
upon  Mr.  Taylor  the  following  day ; 
threw  himfelf  in  due  form  at  ius 
feet ;  tendered  to  him  a  fmall  fum 
in  bank-notes,  which  at  that  mo-  * 
ment  conftituted  all  his  fortune; 
and  begged,  with  great  humility,  to 
be  admitted  as  a  difciple  into  his 
houfe.  His  prayer  was  granted ; 
and  for  fome  time  he  enjoyed  the 
advantage  of  imbibing  philofophy 
from  the  fountain-head  :  but,  find- 
ing himfelf  more  formed  for  an 
adtive  than  a  contemplative  life,  he 
determined  to  quit  philofophy,  in 
order  to  take  fome  fhare  in  the  po- 
litical commotions  which  began  to 
agitate  France  with  redoubled  force. 
When  he  took  leave  of  his  rcfpcdl:- 
able  mailer  of  philofophy^  he  had 
exchanged  his  quakcr-like  apparel 
for  a  complete  fuit  of  military 
clothes.  "  I  came  over  Diogenes," 
faid  he  ;  "I  am  going  back  Alex- 
ander." 

It  was  now  the  fpring  pf  1789 ; 
and  every  thing,  indeed,  announced 
a  revolution,  in  which  he  was  far 
more  inftrumental  than  is  generally 
fuppofed. 

After  pajQing  through  the  various 

yiciffitudes  -ot  the  revolution,  he 

was  guillotined  under  the  agency 

of  Robefpierre,  in  December  1793, 

E  e  4?  l^rocecditi^s 
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Tr^feedingsrfthe  Vhemic  or  IVeftfihalian 
Ccurt.  Frcm  Mr.  Coxe*s  Ixtter  to  the 
Cwniejs  tf  Pemhroke, 

THE  meeting,  in  order  to  be 
competent,  rouil  confifl  of 
Ac  Free  Count  and  at  leaft  fourteen 
AflefTors ;  the  door  being  clofed,  the 
Judge  can  neither  rile  until  the 
whole  proceft  is  conchided,  nor 
furrendcr  his  place  to  another  per- 
fon,  excepting  the  Emperor,  (houid 
he  happen  to  be  prcfent.  The  af- 
feffor  who  accufes,  takes  an  oath 
that  the  delinquent  is  guilty  of  the 
crime ;  and  immediately  the  name 
of  the  accufcd  is  written  down  in  a 
book,  called  the  Book  of  Blood. 
If  another  than  an  affefTor  accufes, 
he  is  brought  into  the  court  hold- 
ing the  writ  of  accufation  folded 
up  in  his  hailds,  with  a  green  crofs, 
and  a  pair  of  white  gloves.  The 
aflelTor  was  accuftomed  to  touch 
thofe  whom  they  called  to  judgment 
flightly  with  a  Vod,  or  to  whifper 
thefemyfterious  words : — *  As  good 
bread  is  eaten  elfewhcre  as  this,' 
Should  four  afleflbrs  furprife  a  per- 
fon  in  the  commiflion  of  flagrant 
crim(*s,  they  are  empowered  to  try 
and  hang  him  up  on  the  fpot. 

Six  weeks  and  three  days  are 
allowed  for  the  appearance  of  the 
culprit;  and  the  writ  of  accufation 
is  given  to  two  afleflbrs,  who  de- 
clare, with  an  oath,  that  they  will 
make  the  citation  at  the  ftaled  time, 
and  inform  the  court  when  they 
ihall  have  effefted  it.  Should  the 
pcrfon  who  is  fummoned  conceal 
himfelf,  letters  are  written  to  thofe 
among  whom  he  is  hid,  fignifying 
Ihat  he  ought  to  furrender  himfelf 
at  a  given  time  and  place ;  and  if 
he  has  taken  an  afylum  in  a  forti- 
fied caftle,  the  citator  goes  either 
by  night  or  by  day,  on  foot  or  on 


hoffeback,  cub  oat  three  flips  £rom 
a  wooden  rail,  and  places  in  the 
inciiion  a  coin  and  the  writ  of  cita- 
tion.     He  keeps  the  three  flips  as 
a  memorial  that  he  has  executed 
his  commiflion,  and  calb  out  to  the 
porter,  to  inform  the  man  who  has 
taken   refuge  within,   that    he   is 
fummoned,  and  will  find  the  writ 
inclofed  in  the  rail.     If  the  accufed 
can  nowhere  be  found,  the  afl^f- 
fors  proclaim  him  guilty  to\*'ards  ihc 
four  comers  of  the  world.     If,  after 
three  fummonfes,  the  accufed  does 
not  appear,  the  judge  declares  that 
he  will  proceed  againfl  him  as  con- 
tumacious, and  pronounce  fentence 
on  a  flated  day  i  havi;ig  firft  pro- 
claimed his  name  four  times,  he 
compiands  him  to  attend,  ^nd  an- 
fwer  to  the  charge.     If  after  thefe 
fummonfes  the  accufed  does  not 
make  his  appearance,  then  the  judge 
proclaims,  ^  In  confequence  of  the 
fupreme  law,  which  Charlemagne 
fanftioned,  and  Pope  Leo  con£nn< 
ed,  and  which    Princes,    Counts, 
Nobles,  Freemen,  in  the    Saxon 
i;ind,  have  fworp  to  obfcrve,  I  call 
this  man  from  the  high^ft  to  the 
iowcft  degree ;  I  deprive  him  of  all 
privileges,  liberties,  immunities,  and 
rights  ;  I  fubje£t  him  to  the  Royal 
Ban,  to  hatred^  to  execrations,  to 
hofl:ility,  and  to  the  greatcll  po^ble 
puniihoient  which  can  be  conceived 
by  man.     1  render  him  incapable 
of  all  law  and  pardon ;  Achloes,  Re- 
chloes,  Segeloes,  Wedeloes.     La/1- 
ly,  according  to  the  laws  of  this  tri- 
bunal, I  condemn  him  to  death: 
I  adjudge  his  neck  to  the  halter,  his 
body  to  birds  of  prey,  to  be  con- 
fumed  in  the  air ;  his  foul  I  com- 
mend to  Qp4  ;  his  fiefs  and  efhUes, 
if  he  has  anV,  I  pronounce  to  have 
lapfed  to  the  Sovereien  :  I  declare 
his  wife  a  widow,  and  bis  children 
orphan/ 
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orphans.'  After  thefe  words,  he 
throws  a  halter,  or  a  branch  of  wil- 
low twilled,  beyond  the  place  of 
judgment:  the  afleffors  fpit,  and 
confirm  the  fentence.  This  fcn- 
tence  is  then  forwarded  to  all  the 
other  courts,  with  orders  to  hang 
lip  the  delinquent  whcrefoever  he 
is  found,  on  the  next  tree. 

^  If  the  accufed  appears  at  the 
tribunal,  his  accufation  is  read,  and 
the^accufer  confirms  the  truth  by  a 
folemn  oath.     The  opinions  of  the 
afleilbrs  are  then  taken,  by  means 
of  a  firing  touched  by  thofe  who 
pafs  fentence  of  death.     Should  the 
accufed  think  the  fentence  unjuft, 
he  is  permitted  to  declare  it,  and  to 
remain  till  he  is  convifted  bv  wit- 
nefles.    There  is  no  appeal  but  to 
the  Emperor.     The  judge  who  paf- 
fes  fentence,  as  well  as  the  afleilbrs, 
muft  be  fading,  and  bare*headed ; 
without  a  robe,  gloves,  or  any  fpc- 
cies  of  arms.     The  condemned  per- 
fon  is  then  configned  to  one  of  the 
vounger  aiicflbrs,  who,  if  he  finds 
himfelf  unequal  to  the  tafk,  can 
require  the  aid  of  another,  and  with 
his  affiftance,  hangs  up  tfie  unfor- 
tunate delinquent. 
^'  '       '.  .  ■  ■ 

^ou/ifirtkFoor.   ByShrF.EdcnjBart. 

THE  principal  advantage  which 
the  labourers  in  the  north  of 
England  poflefs  over  their  country- 
men in  the  fouth,  coniifls  in  the  great 
variety  of  cheap  and  favoury  foups, 
which  the  ufc  of  barley  and  barley- 
bread  affords  them  an  opportunity 
of  making.  Thecheapnelsof  fuelis, 

f)crhaps,  another  reafon  why  the  cu- 
inary  prepfirations  of  the  northern 
peafaat  are  fo  much  diverfified,  and 
his  table  fo  often  fupplied  with  hot 
^iihes.  The  following  is  one  of  the 
|if^a|  foups  made  by  labourers  fa- 


milies, in  the  counties  of  Northum- 
berland and  Cumberland.  It  con- 
fifts  of  meat,  oat-meal,  bariey  (with 
the  hufks  taken  off)  and  pot-herbs ; 
fuch  as  onions,  chives,  parfley, 
thyme,  &c.  m  the  following  pro- 
portions :— 

A  pound  of  good  beef,  or  mutton, 
riTu  quarts  of  water,  and  three  ounces 
of  barley,  are  boiled  till  the  liquor 
is  reduced  to  about  three  quarts: 
one  ounce  of  oat-meal,  which  has 
been  previoufly  mixed  up  with  a 
little  cold  water,  and  a  handful,  or 
more,  of  herbs,  are  added,  after  the 
broth  has  boiled  fome  time.  Some 
put  in  a  greater,  and  others  a  lefs, 
quantity  of  water:  the  ubovc,  how- 
ever, is  the  moft  ufual  proportion : 
a  pint,  or  a  pint  and  M  half  of  the 
broth,  with  eight  ounces  of  barley- 
bread,  n^akes  a  very  good  fupper. 
The  day  the  broth  is  made,  the  din- 
ner ufually  is  broth,  with  part  of  the 
meat,  bread,  and  potatoes,  chopped 
and  boiled ;  and  the  fupper  is  broth 
and  bread :  the  next  (by,  the  din- 
ner is  cold  meat  from  the  broth^ 
warm  potatoes,  broth,  and  bread; 
and  the  fupper,  bread  and  broth 
warmed  up,  but  not  boiled  again. 
The  broth  will  continue  good  three 
days,  if  kept  cool;  and  may  be 
heated  when  wanted.  .  Veal,  pork, 
bacon,  lean  beef,  or  mutton,  will 
no!  make  fuch  good  broth  with 
this  proportion  of  water :  .it  will, 
however,  ftill  be  very  palatable; 
and  not  a  drop  of  the  liquor  is  lofl 
or  ws^cd,  whatever  meat  is  boiled 
in  it.  To  roaft  meat,  is  confidered, 
by  the  country  people  in  the  north, 
as  the  moft  prodigal  method  of  cook- 
ing it ;  becaufe  that  cuHnary  pro- 
eels  docs  not  afford  them  the  oppor- 
tunity of  converting  a  confiderablc 
quantity  of  water  into  a  nutritious 
aad  wliol^fomc  foup. 

POETJiy. 
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ODE  FOR  THE  NEW  YEAR,  !797- 

]|Y  HJ£NKY  JAMES  FYS,   ESft.    POET-LAUREAT. 
I. 

O'ER  the  rcxM  bofom  of  the  deep. 
When  ruihing  wild,  with  frantic  hafte. 

The  winds  with  angry  pinions  fweep 
The  furfacc  of  the  wat'iy  waile, 

Though  the  firm  veStl  proudly  braye 

The  inroad  of  the  eiant  wave, 

Though  the  bold  MmtLn's  firmer  foul 

Views  unappall'd  the  billD«7  mountains  roUf 
Yet  ftiii  along  the  murky  /ky 
Anxious  he  throws  th'  enquiring  cyCj 

If  haply  through  the  gloom  that  round  him  low'n 

Slioots  one  rerulgent  ray,  prelude  of  happier  ho«ifB. 

II. 
So  Albion,  round  her  rocky  coaft. 
While  loud  the  rage  of  battle  roars, 
'  Derides  lavafion^s  haughty  boaft; 
Safe  in  her  wave-encircfed  fhores, 
Still  fafer  in  her  dauntiefs  band, 
Lords  of  her  feas,  or  guardians  of  her  land, 
Whofe  patriot  zeal,  whofe  bold  emprizei 
Rife  as  the  florms  of  danger  rife ; 
Yet,  tempering  glory's  ardent  flame 
With  gentle  mercy's  milder  claim. 
She  b^nds  from  fcenes  of  blood  th*  averted  eye. 
And  courts  the  fmiles  of  peace  'mid  fhouts  or  vidory. 

Ill; 

She  courts  in  vain ! — ^The  ruthlefs  foe, 
Deep  drenched  in  blood,  yet  thirfting  ftill  for  more, 

Deaf  to  the  fcieks  of  agonising  woe. 
Views  with  rapacious  eye  each  neighb'rine  (hore. 

Mine  be  th'  eternal  fway,  aloud  he  cnes ; 
Where'er  my  fword  prevails,  my  eonqu'ring  banner  ffiq. 
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IV. 
Genius  of  Albion,  hear ; 
Grafp  the  flrong  fhield,  and  ihake  tb*  avengmj  fpf^qr. 

•  jBy  wreaths  thy  hardy  fons  of  yore 
From  Gallia's  creft  viftorious  tore ; 
By  Edward's  lily^bia^onM  ihieLd  ; 
By  Agincourt's  high-trophy'd  field ; 
By  rafli  Iberia's  naval  pride, 

Whelm'd  by  EUza's  barlcs  beneath  the  ftonny  tide ; 

Call  forth  thy  warrior  race  again. 
Breathing  to  ancient  mood  the  foul-infpiring  ftrain,— f- 

*  "  To  arms  I  your  enHgns  ftraight  difplay ! 
"  Now  fetthe  battle  in  array! 

*•  The  oracle  for  war  declares, 
*^  Succefs  depends  upon  our  hearts  and  fpears. 
"  Britons,  ftrike  home !  revenge  your  country's  wrongs ; 
**  Fight,  and  record  yourfclves  in  Druid  fpngs  !** 


ODE  FOR  HIS  MAJESTY'S  BIRTH-DAY,  1797. 

Uy  HEN&Y  JAMES  PY»,  ESQ.  POET-LAUREAT. 

Set  to  Mufic  by  Sir  fV.  Parfau,  Mus,  D. 

AWHILE  the  frowning  Lord  of  arms 
Shall  yield  to  gentler  pow'rs  the  plain  j 
Lo !  Britain  greets  the  milder  charpas 
Of  Cytherea's  reign. 
Mute  is  the  trumpet's  brazen  throat, 
And  the  fweet  flute's  melodious  note 

Floats  on  the  foffc  ambroiial  gale ; 
The  fpdrtive  Loves  and  Graces  round, 
Beating  with  jocund  ftep  the  ground, 
Th'  aufpicious  nuptials  hail ! 
The  Mufes  ceafe  to  weave  the  wreath  of  war, 
But  hang  their  rofeate  flow'rs  on  Hymen's  golden  car ! 

When  o'er  Creation's  blotted  face 

•  .  Drear  Night  her  fable  banner  rears, 
And  veil^  fair  Nature's  vernal  grace. 

Encircled  round  by  doubts  and  fears. 
Through  darkfome  mifts  and  chilling  dews 
His  path  the  wand'rer's  foot  purfucs. 
Till,  fhiniog  clear  in  orient  fkies. 
He  views  the  ftar  of  Venus  rife, 
And  joys  to  fee  the  genial  pow'r : 
Briglirt  harbinger  of  morning's  hour! 

*  Thefc  laft  lines  were  infencd  at  th^  d«fii«  of  the  Sing. 

And 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


444    ANNUAL   REGISTER,    1797. 

And  now  a  flood  of  radiance  ftreams 
From  young  Aurora's  bluihing  beams, 
Till  rob'd  in  gorgeous  ftatc,  the  orb  of  day 
Spreads  o'er  She  laughing  earth  his  fiill  refulgent  ray  ! 

Bled  be  the  omen,  royal  pair ! 
O  may  the  hymeneal  rite, 
That  joins  the  valiant  and  the  fair, 

Shed  on  the  nations  round  its  placid  light ! 
Her  fertile  plain  though  Albion  fee 
From  iavage  devailation  free; 

Thoiigh  with  triumphant  fail  Ihc  reign 
Sole  Emprefs  of  the  fubjeft  main. 
She  longs  to  bid  the  thunders  fleep 
Which  make  the  regions  of  the  deep, 
That  crowding  nations  far  and  wide, 
Borne  peaceful  o'er  the  ambient  tide, 
May  fhare  the  bleffings  that  endear  the  day 
Which  gave  a  patriot  king  a  patriot  race  to  fway ! 

SONNET.  — BY   THE   LATE    EARL   OF     ORFORB. 

AS  the  Mole's  filent  ftream  crept  penfive  along, 
And  the  winds  murmured  folemn  the  willows  amongi 
On  the  green  turf  complaining  a  fwain  lay  reclin'd, 
And  wept  to  the  river,  and  figh'd  to  the  wind. 

•  In  vain  (he  cry'd)  Nature  has  waken 'd  the  fpring  j 

•  In  vain  blooms  the  violet,  the  nightingales  fing : 

•  To  a  heart  full  of  forrow  no  beauties  appear : 

•  Each  zephyr  *s  a  figh,  and  each  dew-drop 's  a  tear  I 

•  In  vain  my  Sophia  has  graces  to  move 

•  The  faireft  to  envy,  the  wifeft  to  love  :^- 

•  Her  prefence  no  longer  gives  joy  to  my  eye, 

<  Since  without  her  to  live  is  more  pain  than  to  die ! 

•  O  that  flumber  his  pinions  would  over  me  fpread, 

•  And  pint  but  her  image,  in  dreams,  in  her  ftead  5 

•  The  beautiful  vifion  would  foften  my  pain : 

•  But  fleep  *s  a  relief  I  foUcit  in  vain ! 


THE  PILGRIM.— FROM  poems  bt  r.  sodthby 

WITH  way-worn  feet  a  pilgrim  woc-begonc. 
Life's  lipward  road.l  joumey'd  many  a  day. 
And  hymning  many  a  fad  yet  foothin^lay, 
PeguU'd  my  waivrnng  with  th^  charms  of  (bng« 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


POETRY.  445 

Lonely  my  heart,  and  ragged  was  the  way, 
Vet  often  pluck'd  I,  as  I  pafs'd  along, 

The  wild  and  fimple  flow'rs  of  poefy ; 
And,  as  befeem'd  the  wayward  fancy's  child, 

Entwin'd  each  random  weed  that  pleas'd  mine  eye  4 
Accept  the  wreath  belov'd !  it  is  both  wild 

And  rudely  garlanded ;  yet  fcorn  not  thon 
The  humble  offering,  where  the  fad  rue  weaves 
*Mid  gayer  flow'rs  its  intermingled  leaves, 

For  I  have  twin'd  the  myrtle  for  thy  brow. 

AipNZO  THE  BRAVE,  AND  FAIR  IMOGINE.-^J Rom^cc 

FROM    MR.    lewis's   NOVEL   OF   THE  MONK. 

\    WARRIOR  fo  bold  and  a  virgin  fo  bright, 
T\,        Convers'd  as  they  fat  on  the  green ; 
They  gaz'd  oh  each  other  with  tender  delight ! 
Alonzo  the  Brave  was  the  name  of  the  knight ; 
The  maid^  was  the  fair  Imogine. 

*•  And  oh  !"  faid  the  youth,  **  fmcc  to-morrow  I  go 

"  Tp  fight  in  a  far  diftant  land, 
^  Your  tears  for  my  abfence  foon  leaving  to  flow,  ' 
•*  Some  other  will  court  you,  and  you  will  bellow 

**  On  a  wealthier  fuitor  your  hand !" 

•  Oh  hufh  thefe  fufpicions,'  fair  Imogine  (aid, 

*  Offcnfive  to  love  and  to  me ! 

•  For  if  you  be  living,  or  if  you  be  dead, 

'  I  fwear  by  the  vxrgm  that  nonq  in  your  ilea4 

*  Shall  hufband  of  Imogine  be. 

•  If  e'er  I,  by  luft  or  by  wealth  led  afide, 

*  Forget  my  Alonzo  the  Brave, 

•  God  grant  that,  to  punifh  my  felfehood  and  pritjc, 

•  Your  ghoft  at  my  marriage  may  fit  by  my  fide  : 

•  May  tax  me  with  perjury,  claim  me  as  bride, 

*  And  bear  me  away  to  the  grave  !' 

To  Palefline  haften'd  the  hero  fo  bold; 

His  love  ihe  lamented  him  fore:-— 
But  fcarce  had  a  twelvemonth  elaps'd  when,  behold, 
A  baron,  all  cover'd  with  jewels  and  gold, 

Arriv'd  at  fair  Imogine's  door. 

His  treafure,  his  prefents,  his  (pacious  domain 

Soon  made  ner  untrue  to  her  vows : 
He  dazzled  her  eyes,  he  bewilder'd  her  brain ; 
He  caught  her  afte^ons,  fo  light  and  fo  vain. 

And  cany'd  her  home  as  his  fpoufe  I 

And 
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And  now  had  Che  mafritge  been  blcfi  by  th^  pnefi ; 

The  revelry  bow  was  beg;un ; 
The  Uibles  they  eroan'd  with  the  weight  of  the  fbafl; 
Nor  yet  had  the  kughtef  aixl  mernment  ceas'd, 

When  the  bcU  at  the  oafile  toll'd--OME  I 

Then  firil,  with  amazement^  fair  Imogine  found 

That  a  ilranger  was  pku;'d  by  her  fide ! — 
His  air  was  terrific ;  he  utter'd  no  found ; 
He  fpoke  not,  he  mov'd  not,  be  look'd  not  around. 

But  earnefUy  gaz'd  on  the  bride ! 

Hk  TTzOr  wft  closM,  and  gigantic  his  hdght ; 

His  armour  was  fable  ia  view  :— 
AH  pleafure  and  laughter  were  hufli'd  at  his  fight ; 
The  dogs,  as  they  ey*d  him,  drew  back  in  affright; 

The  lights  in  the  chamber  btirn*d  blue ! 

His  prefencc  all  boloms  appeared  to  difmay ; 

The  guefls  fat  in  filcnce  and  fear ; 
At  length  fpoke  the  bride,  white  (he  trembf  d,  "  I  pray, 
Sir  Knight,  that  your  helmet  afide  you  would  lay. 

And  deign  to  partake  of  our  cheer  1" 

The  lady  is  filent :  the  fb^nger  complies ; 

His  vizor  he  flowly  uncTos'd.— 
Oh,  God,  what  a  fight  met  fair  Imogine's  eyes ! 
What  words  can  exprcfs  her  difmay  and  fuiprife. 

When  a  Ikeleton's  head  was  exposM ! 

AH  prefent  then  utter'd  a  tenify'd  ilK>ut ; 

AH  turn'd  with  difguil  from  the  fcene; 
The  worms  they  crept  in,  and  the  worms  they  crept  ou^ 
And  {ported  his  eyes  and  his  temples  about. 

While  the  fpefbre  addrefs'd  Imogine : — 

"  Behold  me,  thou  falfe  one ;  behold  me  !" he  cr}*d  : 

**  Remember  Alonzo  the  Brave ! 
*^  God  grants,  that,  to  punifh  thy  falfehood  and  pride, 

**  My  ghoft  at  thy  marriage  fliouid  fit  by  ihj  fide  i 
**  Should  tax  thee  with  perjury,  claim  thee  as  bride, 

**  And  bear  thee  away  to  the  grave !" 

Thus  faying,  his  arms  round  the  lady  he  wound, 

While  loudly  ihe  (hriek'd  in  difmay;  • 

Then  funk  with  his  prey  thro*  the  wide-yawning  ground  I 

}^or  never  aeain  was  £air  Imodne  fouad^ 
Or  the  Ipe^b^  who  bore  her.  away. 

Not 
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Mot  long  liv'd  the  Baron;  and  note  iince  that  tbM 

To  inhabit  the  caflifi  prefume ; 
For  chronicles  tell,  that,  by  order  fublimc, 
There  Imogine  fuffers  the  pain  of  her  crime. 

And  mourns  her  deplorable  doom. 

At  midnight  four  times  in  each  year  does  her  fprite. 

When  mortals  in  flumber  are  bound, 
Array 'd  in  her  bridal  apparel  of  white,  , 

Appear  in  the  haU  with  the  fkeleton-knight^ 

And  fhriek  as  he  whirls  her  around !  ; 

While  the^  drink  out  of  fkulk  newly  torn  from  the  gtarei 

Dancing  round  them  the  fpe£tres  are  icen : 
Their  liquor  is  blood ;  and  this  horrible  ftave 
They  howJ,— **  To  the  health  af  Alonzo  the  Brave, 

And  his  confort,  the  falfe  Imogine !'' 

A  BALLAD,     by  Robert  burns.-— 'Twv^,  Humours  ^ Gktt. 

^  I  ^HEIR  groves  o'  fweet  myrtle  let  foreign  lands  reckon, 
\        Where  bright  beaming  fummers  exalt  the  perfume ; 
Far  dearer  to  me  yon  lone  glen  o'  green  breckan, 

With  the  burn  dealing  under  the  lang  yellow  broom  : 
Far  dearer  to  me  yon  humble  broom-bowers, 

Where  the  blue  bell  and  gowan  lurk  lowly  unfeen ; 
For  there,  lightly  tripping  amang  the  wild  flowers, 

A  lifl'mng  the  Imnet,  aft  wanders  my  Jean. 
The'  rich  is  the  breeze,  in  their  gay  funny  valleys. 

And  cauld  Caledonia's  blafl  on  the  wave  > 
Their  fweet-fcented  woodlands  that  fkirt  the  proud  palace. 

What  are  they  ? — the  haunt  o'  the  tyrant  and  Have ! 
The  flave's  fpicy  forefts,  and  gold-bubbling  fountains, 

The  brave  Caledonian  views  wi'  difdain ; 
He  wanders  as  free  as  the  wind  on  his  mountains, 

Save  love's  willing  fetters,— the  chains  of  liis  Jean. 

^lODERN  NOVELS.    (Infcribed  to  the  Author  of  the  Monk) 
Rrom  wy  Night-Girom  and  SUfipers.     by  o.  cole  maw. 

TOM,  Dick,  and  Will,  were  little  known  to  fame—* 
No  Matter : 
But  to  the  alehoufe  oftentimes  they  cam^ 
To  chatter. 
It  was  the  cuflom  of  thefe  three 
To  fit  up  late 
And,  o'er  the  embers  of  the  alehoufe  fire^ 
When  fteadier  cuftomers  retire. 
The  choice  triumviri,  d'ye  fee. 
Held  a  debate. 

Held 
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Hbid  a  debtte  !-^ii  politics,  no  doubt. 
Not  fo ;«— they  car'd  not  who  was  in. 
Not  of  a  pin, 
Nor  who  was  out. 
All  their  difcourfe  on  modem  poets  ran, 

For  in  the  miifes  was  their  fole  delighh 
Thcfy  talk'd  of  fuch,  and  fuch,  and  fuch  a  man ; 

Of  thofe  who  could  and  thofe  who  could  not  w^dte. 
It  coft  them  very  little  pains 
To  count  the  modem  poets  who  had  brains ; 
•Twas  a  fmall  difficulty  : — 'twasn't  any. 

They  were  fo  few. 
But  to  caft  up  the  fcores  of  men 
Who  wield  a  ihimp  they  call  a  pen, 
Lord !  th^y  had  much  to  do ! 

They  were  fo  many. 
BuoyM  on  a  fea  of  fancy,  genius  riles. 
And,  like  the  rare  Leviathan,  furprizes : 
But  the  Jmail  fry  of  fcribblers ! — tiny  fouls  !— 
They  wriggle  through  the  mud  in  fhoals. 
It  would  have  rais'd  a  fmile  to  fee  the  faces 
They  made,  and  the  ridiculous  grimaces. 

At  many  an  author  as  they  overhaul'd  him^ 
They  gave  no  quarter  to  a  calf. 
Blown  up  with  puff  and  paragraph ; 

But  if  th^y  found  him  bad,  they  maul'd  him. 
On  modern  dramatifis  they  fell 
Pounce  vi  ^  armis — tooth  and  nail — ^pell  melL 

They  calPd  them  carpenters  and  fmugglers ; 
Filching  their  incidents  from  ancient  hoards. 

And  knocking  them  together  like  deal  boards  \  and  jugglen 
Who  all  the  town's  attention  fix 
.  By  making — Plays  ?    No,  {vc^  by  making  tricks* 
Tne  verfifiers — ^Heav'n  defend  us ! 

They  play'd  the  very  devil  with  their  rhimes: 
They  hop'd  Apollo  a  new  fet  would  fend  us  ; 
And  then  invidioufly  enough, 
Plac'd  modifh  verfe,  which  they  calW  fhiff, 
Againft  the  writings  of  the  elder  limes. 
To  fay  the  tmth,  a  modern  veriifier 

Clap'd  check  by  jowl 
With  Pope,  with  Dryden,  and  with  Prior, 

Would  look  damnM  fcurvily,  ujpon  my  foul ! 
For  novels,  fhould  their  critic  hints  lucceed. 

The  Miiles  might  fare  better  when  they  took  'em ; 
But  it  would  flare  extremely  ill  indeed 

With  gentle  Meffieurs  Bell  and  Hookhatn. 
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**  A  novel  now,'*  fays  Will,  "  is  nothing  roorc 
*'  Than  an  old  caflle^^and  a  creaking  door —     • 

«  A  diftant  hovel— 
*'  Clanking  of  chains — a  gallery — a  light-** 
•*  Old  armour — ^and  a  phantom  all  in  white — 

"  And  there's  a  novel." 
•'  Scourge  me  fuch  catch-penny  inditers 

"  Out  of  the  land,"  quoth  Will,  roufing  in  paiSon, 
**  And  fye  upon  the  readers  of  fuch  writers, 

**  Who  bring  fhem  into  feihion  !" 
Will  rofe  in  declamation, "  *Tis  the  bane," 

Says  he,  "  of  youth,  'tis  the  perdition ; 
<<  It  fills  a  giddy  female  brain 
*'  With  vice,  romance,  luft,  terror,  pain, 

"  With  fupcrftition. 
*'  Were  I  a  pauor  in  a  boarding-fchool, 

**  I'd  quafli  fuch  books  in  toto;  if  I  cou'dnt, 
*  Let  me  but  catch  one  Mifs  that  broke  my  rule, 

**  I'd  flog  her  folmdly,  damme  if  I  woii'dn't." 
William,  'tis  plain,  was  getting  in  a  rage ; 

But  Thomas  drily  laid,  for  he  was  cool, 
*<  I  think  no  gentleman  w6uld  mend  the  age 

'*  By  flogging  ladies  at  a  boarding-fchool." 
Dick  knock'd  the  aflies  from  his  pipe, 

And  faid,  friend  Will, 
<*  You  give  the  novels  a  fair  wipe ; 

"  But  ftili, 
**  While  you,  my  friend,  with  pai&on  run  'em  down^ 
**  They're  in  the  hands  of  all  the  town. 
**  The  reafon's  plain,"  proceeded  Dick, 

, "  And  fimply  thus : — 
**  Tafte  overglutted,  ^ows  deprav'd  and  fick^ 

"  And  needs  a  (limulus. 
.  **  Time  was,  when  honed  Fielding  writ  :. 

**  Tales  full  of  nature,  chara^ler,  and  wit, 

**  Were  reckon'd  moft  delicious,  boil'd  and  roaft ; 
**  But  ftomachs  are  fo  cloy'd  with  novel-feeding, 
**  Folks  get  a  vitiated  tafte  in  reading, 

"  And  want  that  fVrong  provocative, — ^a  ghofl; 
**  Or,  to  come  neai-er, 
"  And  put  the  Cafe  a  little  clearer : — 

"  Minds,  juft  lik6  bodies,  fuflfer  enervation 
**  By  too  much  life; 

*<  And  fink  into  a  fiate  of  relaxation 
**  With  long  abufe. 

*'  Now  a  romance  with  rcading-debauchees, 

"  Roufes  their  torpid  pow'rs  when  nature  fails  i 

*'  And  all  thefe  legendary  talcs 

*^  Are  to  a  wom*o\it  mind— <antliarides« 
Vol.  XXXIX*  F  f  « But 
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"  But  how  to  cure  the  evil  ?    You  will  (ky^ 

"  My  recipe  is  laughing  it  away. 
•*  Lay  bare  the  weak  farrago  of  thofe  men 

"  Who  fabricate  fuch  vifionary  fchcmcs, 
•*  As  if  the  night- mare  rode  upon  their  })en, 

**  And  troubl'd  all  their  ink  with  hideous  dreams. 
^  For  inftancei  when  a  folemn  ghoft  flalks  in^ 

*'  And  through  a  my  flic  tfllc^  is  bufy, 
•*  Strip  me  the  gentleman  Intd  his  ikiiX| 

"What  is  he? 
**  Truly  ridiculous  enough : 
•*  Merc  tralh,— and  very  childifh  fluff." 

LODGINGS  FOR  SINGLE  fcENTLEMEN:— ^  ^#i^ 

»^  From  tiufamt. 

WHO  h«s  e'er  been  in  London^  that  ovwpown  place, 
Has  feen  Lodgings  to  Let  flare  him  full  m  th«  face. 
Some  are  good,  and  let  dearly ;  while  fome,  'tis  well  known^ 
Are  fo  dear  and  iA  bad,  they  are  befl  let  alone. 

Deny  down. 

Will  Waddle,  whofc  temper  was  iludious  and  lonely^ 
Hired  lodgings  that  took  iingle  gentlemen  only  ; 
But  Will  was  fo  fat  he  appeared  like  a  ton  ;— 
Or  like  two  fingle  gentlen\en  roU'd  into  oiic. 

He  entortl  his  rooms ;  and  to  bed  he  retreafed, 
But,  all  the  night  long,  he  felt  fever'd  and  heated  •, 
And,  though  heaVy  to  weigh,  as  a  fcorc  of  fat  (lieep, 
He  was  not,  by  any  tneans,  heavy  to  fleep. 

Next  night  'twas  the  fame ; — and  the  next ; — ^and  the  next; 
He  pcrfpir'd  like  an  ox ;  he  was  nervous  and  vexM. 
Week  pafs'd  after  week ;  till,  by  weekly  fucceliion, 
His  weakly  condition  was  paft  all  exprcfUon. 

In  fix  months  his  acquaintance  began  tnurh  to  doubt  Kim  ; 
For  his  fkin,  •*  like  a  lady's  loofe  gown,"  hung  about  him. 
He  fcnt  for  a  Doftor ;  and  cry'd,  like  a  ninny, 
"  f  have  loft  many  pounds — make  me  well— there's  a  guinrt.** 

The  Doctor  look'd  wife  :— "  a  flow  fever,"  he  faid : 
Frclcrib'd  fudoritic?,  and  going  to  bed- — 
*•  Sudorifics  in  bed,"  cxclaim'd  Will,  **  ftre  humbugs ;" 
**  I've  enough  of  ihcm  there,  without  paying  for  drugs." 

Will  kick'd  out  ihc  Do<5tor : — but  when  ill  iiuleed, 

L'eft  difmifling  ilit  Do^or  don't  nhmys  fucceed ; 

i^o^  calling  hrs  hoil,  he  faid,  **  Sir,  do  you  know. 

*•  I'm  the  f^l  (iiigltf  gc-ntlcaian,  fix  months  aeo?'*  .. 
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«•  Look%  Undlord,  I  think,"  xrga'i  Will,  with  a  grin, 

•*  That  with  honeft  intentions  you  firft  looi  me  in ;" 

«*  But  from  the  firft  night  (and  to  fay  it  Tin  bold) 

**  1  have  been  fo  damn'd  hot,  that  I'm  furc  I  caught  cold,*^ 

Quoth  the  landlord,  <  Till  now^  I  ne'er  had  a  difpute  { 

*  I've  let  lodgings  ten  yeiu3 ;— I'm  a  baker  to  boot. 

*  In  aij^ng  your  (heets,  Sir,  my  wife  is  no  floven ; 

*  And  your  bed  is  imjnediately— over  my  oven/ 

"  The  oven !  I ! "  fays  Will.    Says  the  hoft,  *  why  this  paffion  ?» 
<  In  that  excellent  bed  dy'd  three  people  of  fafhion. 

*  Why  fo  crufty,  cood  Sir  V    *^  Zounds ! "  cries  Will  in  a  taking^ 
*  Who  wou'd'nt  be  crufty  with  half  a  year's  baking!** 

Will  paid  for  his  rooms.    Cry'd  the  hoft,  with  a  fneei^ 
•*  Well,  I  fee  you've  been  gting  aw^  half  a  year :" 

*  Friend,  we  can't  well  agree' — "  ye^  no  quarrel,"  Will  faid| 
^  For  one  man  may  die  where  another  makes  bread." 


ON  THE  LOVE  OF  OUR  COUNTRY.  ^  jf  Pvm  h  tk  Desn  ^ 
Watiffard^  vJuck  thtained  the  late  Chmicell«r*sPrixe  at  Oiferdfime  Years  fince; 
the  Original  never  ajtptmedin  Print  hut  in  an  interjtplated  State.^^Rvm  the  dentk'- 
man*s  Magaxine. 

YE  fouls  illuftrioiis,  who,  in  days  of  yore, 
With  peerlefs  might  the  Britifti  target  bore; 
Who,  clad  in  wolf-lkin,  from  the  fcvthed  car, 
Frown'd  on  the  iron  brow  of  mailed  war. 
And  dar'd  your  rudely-painted  limbs  oppiofe 
To  Chalybean  fteel,  and  Roman  foes ! 
And  ye  of  later  age,  tho'  not  leis  £une  , 

In  tilt  and  tournament,  the  princely  game 
Of  Arthur's  barons,  wont  by  hardieft  fporfc 
To  claim  the  faireft  giierdon  of  the  court,— 
Say,  holy  fliades,  did  e'er  your  ^en'rous  blood 
Roll  through  your  nobler  fons  m  quicker  flood 
Than  late  ♦,  when  George  bade  gird  on  ev'ry  thigh 
The  mvrtle-braided  fwonl  of  Lil^rty  ^ 
Say,  wnen  the  high-born  Druid's  magic  ftradn 
Rous'd  on  old  Mona's  top  a  female  train 
To  madnefs,  and  with  more  than  mortal  rage, 
Bade  them  like  furies  in  the  fight  cn^ee ; 
Frantic  when  each  unbound  her  briftlil^  hair, 
And  fliook  a  flaming  torch|  and  yell'd  in  wild  defpair ; 

*  Thcfe  Ikm  were  vrictenfoon  after  an  iofiallatita  at  Win4Ai; 
Ff2 
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Or  when  on  Crtfl^'s  field  the  iable  might 
Of  Edward  dar'd  ^>ur  monarchs  to  the  fi^t ; 
Say,  holy  fliades^  did  patriotic  heat 
In  yofur  big  hearts  with  quicker  tranfports  beat 
Than  in  your  fons,  when  forth  like  itorms  they  poured, 
In  Freedom's  caufe,  the  ftinr  of  Iht  fword  ? 
Who  rul'd  the  main,  or  gallant  armies  led, 
With  Hawke  wh6  conqifer'd,  or  with  Wolfe  who  bled? 
Poor  is  his  triumph,  and  difgrac'd  his  name, 
>  Who  draws  the  iword  for  empire,  wealth,  er  hmei 
For  him  though  wealth  be  blown  on  ev'ry  wind. 
Though  fiame  announce  him  mightieft  of  mankind. 
Though  twice  ten  nations  crouch  beneath  his  blade. 
Virtue  difowns  him,  and  his  glories  fade  | 
For  hiitf  no  pray'rs  arte  pbtir'd,  no  paeans  fung^ 
No  bleiling^  chanted  from  a  nation's  tongue ; 
Btbod  marks  the  path  to  his  untimely  bier ; 
The  curie  of  orpnans,  and  the  widow's  tear, 
Crv  to  high  Heav'n  for  vengeance  on  his  head  ^ 
Ahve,  delerted  ;  and  accuruwhen  dead. 
Indienant  of  his  deeds,  the  Mufe,  who  fings 
Unoaunted  truth,  and  fcoms  to  flatter  kings. 
Shall  ihew  the  monfter  in  his  hideous  fonn. 
And  mirk  him  as  an  earthquake,  or  a  ikirm. 
Not  fo  the  patriot  chief,  who  dar'd  withfland 
The  bafe  invader  of  his  native  land ; 
Who  made  her  weal  hb  nobleft,  only  end^ 
Rul'd  but  to  fervc  her,  fought  but  to  defend : 
Her  voice  in  council,  and  in  war  her  fword, 
Lov'd  as  her  father,  as  her  God  idor'd  ; 
Who-  firmly  virtuous,  and  feverfely  brave, 
Sunk  with  the  freedom  that  he  could  not  fave. 
On  worth  like  this  the  Mufedelighta  to  wait, 
Reveres  alike  in  triumph  and  dereat; 
Crowns  with  true  glory  and  with  fpotle&  fame ; 
And  honours  Paoli's  more  than  Fred'ric's  mime. 
Here  let  the  Mufe  withdraw  the  blood-fbin'd  vei^ 
And  (hew  the  boldeft  fon  of  public  zeaL 
Ho,  Sidney  Jeanipg  o'er  the  block !  his  micA, 
His  voice,  his  hands,  unfhaken,  clear,  fercna 
Yet  no  harangue,  proudly  declaim 'd  aloud^ 
To  gain  the  plaudit  of  a  wayward  crowd; 
No  Ipecious  vaunt,  Death's  teoors  tadefy^ 
Still  death  deferring  as  afraid  to  die: 
But  flernly  filent,  oown  he  bows,  to  prove 
How  firm  bis  virtutfus^  though  miftam  love* 
Unconquer'd  patriot !  form'd  by  ancient  Icfr^ 
The  love  of  ancient  freedom  to  reftorcy 
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Who  nohfy  a«<|dtsrlatjic  t^Wftfihougt*     ' 

'  And  feal'd  bjr  death  the  kiTon  that  he  caught. 
Dear  is  the  -tie  that  links  the  anicious  fire 
To  the  fond  babe  that  prattles  round  his  fire ; 
Dear  is  the  love  that  prompts  tlie  gen'rous  youtlv 
His  fire's  fond  car^s^and  4ro!oping  age  to  foothe; 
Dear  is  the  brother,  fifter,  huftand,  wife ; 
Dear  all  the  charities  of  focial  Ufe : 
Nor  wants  iii;in  friendihip  bolr  wreaths  to  bind 
In  mutual  lyrijpathy  the  nuthnil  mind : 
But  not  th'endcaring  ftrines  that  fondly  move 
To  filiar  duty,  or  parental  love, 
Nor  all  the  ties  that  kindred  i>ofoms  bind, 
Nor  all  in  friendihip's  holy  wreaths  entwined, 
Are  half  fi>4iear,  fi>  potent  to  controul 
The  gen'rous  workings  of  the  pat^ot  foul, 
>Vs  is  that  holy  voice  that  cancels  all 
Thofe  ties  ihat  bids  iiim  for  lus  country  fall. 
At  this  high  Summons,  with  undaunted  ze|il. 
He  bares  his  b^eaft,  invites  th'impending  ileel^ 
Smiles  at  the  hand  that  deals  the  fatal  iblow^ 
Nor  heaves  one  figh  for  all  he  leaves  below. 
Nor  yet  ^oth  Glory,  though  her  part  be  bold. 
Her  afpeft  radiartt,  and  her  trefles  gold, 
Guide  through  the  walks  of  Death  alotie  her  car. 
Attendant  only  on  the  dint  of  War  i 
She  ne'er  difdains  the  gentle  vale  of  Peace, 
Or  olive  Ihadesof  philofophic  eafe, 
Where  Heav*n-taught  minds  to  woo  the  Mufe  refort, 
Create  in  colours,  pr  with  founds  tranfport ; 
,  Miore  ple^'.d  jqa  Ifis'  filent  marge  to  ro^m 
Than  bear  in  pomp  the  fpoils  of  Minden  home. 
To  read  with  Newton's  ken  the  flarry  /ky, 
And  God  the  fame  in  all  his  orbs  delcry ; 
To  lead  forth  Merit  from  her  humble  llwde ; 
Cxtefid  to  rifing  Arts  a  patron's  aid ; 
JJuild  the. nice  uru<Shire  of  the  gen'rous  Law, 
That  holds,  the  free-born  mind  in  willing  awe ; 
To  fwell  the  fail  ofTcade;  the  Jjarren  plain 
To  bid  with  fruitage  bluili,  and  wave  with  grain; 
O'er  pale  Misfortune  drop,  with  anxious  figh,. 
Pity's  mild  balm,  and  wipe  Affiidkion's  eye;  ; .  •   ., 

Thefe,  thefc  arc  deeds  Britannia  muft  approve,  i 

Muft  nurfe  their  growth  with  all  a  parjent's  love  { 
Thefe  are  the  deeds  that  Public  Virtue  owns,  • 
Afld  <jttft  tp  Public  Virtue)  Glorycrowiis. 
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QCOTS,  wha  hac  wi'  Wallace  bled ; 
O  Scots,  wham  Bruce  has  aften  led. 
Welcome  to  your  gory  bed. 
Or  to  glorious  viaorie ! 
Now's  the  day,  and  now*s  the  hour; 
See  the  front  o'  battle  lour ; 
Sec  approach  proud  Edward's  pow'r ! 
.    Edward !  chains  and  ilaverie !       » 

Wha  will  be  a  tndtor  knave  ? 
Wha  can  fill  a  coward's  grave? 
Wha  fae  hafe  as  be  allav«? 

Traitor!  coward!  turn  and  fiie! 

Whar  JPor  Scotland's  King  and  Law, 
Freedom's  fword  will  ftrongly  draw ; 
freeman  (hind,  or  freeman  h\  > 

Caledonian !  on  wi'  me ! 

By  Oppreffion's  woes  and  pins  ! 
By  your  fons  in  fervile  chams ! 
We  will  drain  our  dearefi  veins. 

But  they  (hall,  they  ihall  be  free ! 

Lay  the  proud  ufurpers  low ! 
Tyrants  rail  in  ev'ry  foe ! 
Liberty  '$  in  cv'ry  blow ! 

Forward !  let  us  go,  or  die ! 

SONNETS, 

ATTEMPTED  IN  THE  MANNER  OF  ♦CONTEMPORARY  WRITERS.' 

R$m  the  Monthly  Magamm. 
Sonnet  L 

PENSIVE,  at  eve,  on  the  hard  world  I  mus'd. 
And  mv  poor  heart  was  fad :  fo  at  the  moon 

I  gaa'd,— and  figh'd,  and  figh'd !— For  ah !  how  foon 
Eve  darkens  into  night.     Mine  eye  perus'd 
With  fearftil  vacancy,  the  dam/ij^  grafs. 

Which  wept  and  glitter'd  m  the  paly  rays 

And  I  did  paufe  me  on  my  lonely  way, 
And  mus'd  me  on  thofe  wretched  ones  who  pafs 
O'er  the  black  heath  of  sorrow.    But,  alas  ! 

Moft  of  MYSELF  r thought :  when  it  befell, 
That  the  footh  spirit  of  the  breezy  wood 

Breath'd  in  min^  ear,  *  All  this  is  very  well; 
But  much  offffte  thing  is  for  no  thing  good." 

Ah!  my  poor  heart's  inexplicable  fwell ! 

."  . .  ..JJ*-  .  Nbhbmiah  Hiccxnbottom. 

Sonnet 
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SoNiffET  II.  —  TO  SIMPLICITY* 

O!  I  do  love  thee,  meek  Sim/ilicii^! 
For  of  thy  lays  the  lulling  fimplenels  ^ 
Goes  to  my  heart,  and  foothes  each  fmall  difliwi 
Diftrefs  though  fmall,  yet  haply  great  tgn^ie!.  .    .    » 
'Tis  true  on  bdy  Forttine's  gentleft  pad 

*  I  amble  on  !  yet,  though  1  know  not  why. 
So  fad  I  am  !     But  fliould  a  friend  and  I 
Grow  cool  and  mjfy  O  !  I  am  very  fad ! 

And  then  with  fonnets  and  with  fympathy 
My  dreamy  bofpm's  myftic  woes  I  paU;  * 

Now  of  my  falfe  friend  plaining  pkiotivelyt 
JJow  raving  at  mankind,  in  general ; 
Put  whetlier  fa^  or  fierce,  'tis  firople  all, 

AU  very  fimple,  meek  Si'mplicity  !  ^ 

Nebemiah  Higcinbottom. 


Sonnet  III.  —ON  A  RUINED  HOUSE  IN  A 
ROMANTIC  COUNTRY. 

AND.  this  reft  houfe  is  that  the  which  he  built, 
Lamented  Jack !  And  here  his  malt  he  pil'd^ 
^  Cautious  in  vain  !  Thefe  rats  that  fqueak  fo  wil<V 
Squeak  not  unconfcious  of  their  father's  guilt. 
Did  ye  not  fee  her  gleaming  through  the  glade ! 
Belike  'twas  ihe,  the  maiden  all  forlof n ; 
What  though  fhe  milk  no  cow  with  crumpled  horflg 
Yet  aye  (he  haunts  the  dale  where  erft  {hcS'ftray'd; 
And  aye  befide  her  ftalks  her  amorous  knight » 

Still  on  his  thighs  their  wonted  brogues  are  worn. 
And  through  thofe  brogues  ftill  tatter'd  and  betom| 
His  hindward  charms  gleam  an  unearthly  white  ; 
As  when  thro'  broken  clouds,  at  night's  high  noon 
Peeps  in  ikir  fragments  forth  the  full-orb'd  harvcft-moon  ! 

NeHEMIAH  IflGQINBOTTOM, 
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J^ftnohrs  tfthc  Rlgh  UmmurMe  Edmund 
Bwke,  by  Ch^Ut  NVCwmkk,  LL.  B. 
4/«,   1797. 

THIS  work,  which  might  with 
greater  profMriely  be  entitled 
Memoirs  of  and  Stri^hircs  on  the 
Political  Condu6l  of  Mr.  Burke, 
gives  us  but  little  information  re* 
]pe£ling  Mr.  Burke's  youth;  and 
of  his  education,  his  habits,  and  his 
propcnfUies,  fcarcclv  arty  thing.  For 
theic  deficicntics  it,  however,  in 
fome  meafure,  comj^niatts,  by  a 
very  ample  detail  of  Mr.  Burke's 
public  life,  of  his*  parliamentary 
fpecches,  and  of  the  conrefpondlng 
hiAory  of  potitieail  parties. 

Having  already  in  mcrCfaronkrle 
given  the  prominent  features  of  the 
chara^erand  fortunes  of  Mr.  Burke, 
we  fiiall  co^eat  ourielv<esnow  with 
giving  a  Kv^  ex  tracks  from  Mr. 
M'Cormick's  bo^k;  refcrving  for 
a  future  voltiiohe,  when  we  ihftll  be 
furnifhed  with  ampler  documents,, 
a  fuller  account  of  this*  illullrious 
man,  who  claims  particular  regard 
from  us  as  having  been,  during  the 
fpace  of  onc-and -thirty  years,  the 
principal  condu<5lor  of  the  prefent 
undertaking;  of  which  circumftance 
Mr,  M'Cormick  takes  notice  in  the 
following  words : — 

"  Mr.  Burke  admired  the  di\'er- 
{ty  of  talents  fo  confpicuous  in  the 


laboursof  Hume  and  Robrrtfon,biit 
did  not  lofe  In  that  admiration  the 
confcioufnefs  of  his  own.  Plis 
\^motions  on  reading  their  works 
very  much  refemMed  thoie  of  Cor- 
T^cjgio,  who,  after  examining  Ra- 
phaePs  mafter-piece  with  (ilenl  rap- 
ture at  length  exclaimed  Ed  h  an^ 
the  Jim  /riftwre —  **  ^nd  I  toa-am  a 
painter.''  Animated  by  this  fenti- 
ment,  he  began  to  write  memoirs  of 
his  own  time ;  asd  having  laid  a 
(ketch  of  his  pboi  before  Iho-eldcr 
Dodflcy^  he  received  from  that  dif- 
cerning  and  fpirited  bookfeiler  the 
Bioft  liberal  mcouragement  tacarry 
it  into  execution.  "The  Annual 
Kegifler  for  the  year  1758,"  ac- 
cordingly  made  ks  appesrance ;  and 
it  is  but  a  faint  echo  of  the  national 
voice  to  aficrt,  that  no  periodical 
work  bad  ever  before  been  prefent- 
ed  io  the  world  in  fo  maf^eriy  and 
fo  iaterefting  a  form,  or  had  io  well 
defervcd  the  appfanife  it  everywhere 
met  with.  The  beams  of  public 
favour  did  not  relax  but  invigorate 
the  writer's  efforts ;  and  for  more 
than  thirty  years  the  increafc  of 
merit  and  the  increafe  of  reputation 
were  kept  up  by  the  continual  dif- 
play  of  new  and  extraordinary  pow- 
ers. In  the  year  1789,  Mr.  Burke 
declined  this  tafk,  and  transferred  it 
to  other  hands." 
Of  Mr,  Burke's  connexion  with 

Sir 
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Sir  Jofliua  Reynolds,  therefult,  ac- 
cording to  Mr.  M'Cormidk,  was 
highly  advantageouS|  though  in  dif- 
ferent ways  to  both  parties.  In  a 
word,  Sir  Jofhua  rofe  by  borrowed 
wings  to  high  literary  fame,  by  his 
"  Difcourfes  to  the  Royal  Acade- 
my," which  Mr.  Burke  is  faid  to 
have  compofed  for  him,  while  Sir 

{ofliua  repaid  the  obligation  by  very 
beral  pecuniary  dilburfements. 

Mr.  M'Cormick,  after  clofing  the 
(hort  and  unfatisfa^torv  anecdotes 
of  Mr.  Burke's  J)rivateTlfe,  and  pre- 
vious to  the  period  of  his  pjolitical 
importance,  prefents  us  with  the 
following  charafter  of  him : — 

"  In  every  circle  where  he  aj)- 
peared,  an  interefting  fweetnfefs  and 
lenfibility  of  countenance  dlfpofed 
even  ftraneers  to  form  at  firft  fight 
a  favourable  idea'  of  Ms  character ; 
and  this  impreflion  'was  afferwardii 
ilrengthened   by  the  delicacy    of 
his  behaviour  and  the  numberlefs 
charms  of  his  converfelfon.'     He 
was  not  indeed  remarkable  for  a 
dignity  of  afpeifl,  nor  did  any  light- 
ning ever  flalh  from  his  «yc ;  but 
though  he  wanted  thofc  external 
marks  of  an  elevated  foul,  or  of  the 
commaTiding  orator,  Ire    poflelfcd 
the  fofter  graces  of' good  humour 
and  ferenity.     It  was  the  clafti  of 
parliamentary  debate  and  the  violent 
coUiftons  of  party  which  afterwards 
ftruck  out  the  latent^ fire  of  his  foul, 
and  betrayed  thofe'^atalweakndTes; 
that  extreme  irritability  of  temper, 
that  uncontroulcd  and  almoft  frantic 
vehemence  of  pdflinn,  which  be- 
came the  caufc  of  fuch   frequent 
vexation  to  his  friends,  and  expofed 
him  fo  often  to  the  attacks  of  his 
enemies.     Before  the  commence- 
ment of  his  political  warfare,  no- 
thing but  the  milk  of  good- nature 
feemed  to  flow  from  his  lips  j  he 


replied  to  theharihcftconlradi6li£>ns 
in  a    tone  of  foft  perfuafion  ;  •  he 
heard  impertinence  and  abfurdity 
without  a  frown.     Mafter  of  every 
ilile,  from  Bolingbroke  to  Bunyan, 
his  language  was  always  fuited  to 
the  occaiion.     The  richnefs  of  his 
fancy  enabled  him  to  fcatter  flowers 
over   a  barren  fubjeft,  while  the 
fallies  of  his  wit  enabled  him  to  en- 
liven the  mod  ferious  difcuflicJns* 
It  cannot  be  a  matter  of  juftfurprife, 
much  lefs  of  reproach,  that  low  ima- 
ges and  ftrokes  of  vulgar  pleafantry 
were,  fometimes  found  in  the  ex- 
uberance   of  his  entertaining   re- 
marks.    Inftead  of  expreffin^ '  an 
ill-natured    difguft    at   fuch   Dttle 
blemifhes,  we  fliould  rather  com- 
pare the  impetuous  rufli  of  his  ideas 
to  the  rapidflty  of  Peruvian  torrents, 
•which,  in  wafhing  down  gold  from 
the* tops  of  the  mountains,  mingle 
the  precious    ore    with   conuaoo 
land.'' 

Thefe  Memoirs  th  roughout  abound 
with  violent  inveftivcs  againft  Mr. 
Burke's  political  apoftacy;  againft 
which  Mr.  M'Cormick  declaims 
"with  more  acrimony  than  becomes 
the  impartiality  of  a  biographer. 

Another  biographical  account  of 
this  extraordinary  man,  from  the 
pen  of  Dr.  Biflct,  has  been  lately 
announced,  which  we  fhall  notice 
in  our  next  volume. 


An  auth€?iiic  Account  of  the  Emba/^ 

from  the  Kinz  of  Great  Britain  to  the 

Km/iercr  ofCluna;  inchding  curfigy 

Ohjei'^^ations  maJc^  and ^  [formation 

ohiained^   in  tr^aveUing  through  that 

ancient  Em/iire^  and  a /mail  Part  of 

Chinefe  Tartary  :  together  'Sith  a  Rc" 

tatlon  of  the  Voyit^e  undertaken  on  tie 

^  Occaficn   hy  his  Maji/iy's   Sjtjfi  the 

'  Uon^  and  tJie  Shiji  ilindo/ian  in  the 

^  Eafi 
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Etfi  India  Cmfimny's  Service^  to  the 
Ydlro)  Sea  and  Gul/th  efPeiin;  as 
tatU  as  tf  their  Return  to  Enro/tC : 
.  icith  Notices  ^thr/cveral  Places  ivhcre 
they  Jio/i^d  in  their  'If^  out  and 
home.  Taken  chiefiy  from  the  Pa/teis 
efhis  Excellency  the  Earl^^AIacarinty^ 
'Knijtht  rfthe  Bothy  his  MajeJy'sJm- 
haffadv  Exuaordinaty  and  Pltrnfo- 
tentiary  to  the  Em/feror  ^China  ;  »SVr 
Erafmus  Gower^  Commander  of  the 
pM/ieditiony  and  of  other  Gentlemen  in 
the  fevered  Defutrtments  of  the  EmhaM* 
By  Sir  George  Staunton^  Bemmet^  flo- 
fjorary  Doctor  ^Lavis  rfthe  Univerfty 
^Oxferd,  F.  R.  S.  his  Majefifs 
Secretary  tfEmhafjy  to  the  Emperor  of 
China^  and  Minifter  Plempotentiasy  in 
the  Ahfence  of  the  jimhaffaeUr.  In 
Tvsoyclumes^  4/#,  with  Engravings; 
befides  a  foUo  Volume  ^  Plates. 
4/,  4/.  Boards*  —  On  large  Paper ^ 
€1.  6s.  Beards.     Kicol.     1797- 


THIS  is  one  of  thofe  perfor* 
mances  that  will  charm^erife, 
r  more  views  than  one,  the 
liberal  fpirit  of  the  a^e  itfelf.  It 
tuay  indeed  truly  be  laid  that  we 
are  here  prefentod  with  much  im- 
portant and  multifarious  informa* 
tion  concerning  (he  greaieft  em- 
pire of  the  world.  Sir  George 
btaunton  enjoyed  peculiar  advan- 
tages for  delcnbing  with  accuracy 
'the  phyfical  as  well  as  moral  (late  of 
China.  The  embalTy  was  accom- 
panied bv  eentlemen  verfed  in  the 
jnoft  ufeful  branches  of  natural  and 
nautical  knowledge:  the  tranfac- 
tjons  in  which  the  heads  of  it  were 
ejrnployed^  with  the  emperor  and 
his  miniilers,  were  well  Gilcuhted 
to  exhibit  the  views^  diijpofitions, 
and  talents  of  the  Chineie  court  j 
and  the  efbblifhed  charaAers  of  the 
narrators,  in  rcfpc^l  to  probity  and 
good  fenfci  gWe  a  degree  of  au- 


thenticity to.  their  reports,  iRhich 
former  dcfcriptions  of  China  are 
not  thought  to  poflefs. 

The  £Hl  and  fecond  chapters  are 
employed  in  explaining  the  occa> 
fion  of  the  embafly,  and  the  pre- 
parations for  executing  it  with  fuc- 
cefs.  The  author  then  proceeds 
throughout  the  mater  psirt  of  the 
Jirft  volume,  to  defcribe  the  voyage 
to  China,  by  the  way  of  Madeira, 
ihe  Canaries,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Trif- 
tan  D'Acunhain  the  fouthem  part 
of  the  Atlantic,  and  the  Ifles  of  St. 
Paul  and  Amfterdam  in  the  Indiaii 
Ocean.  A  moftinterefHng  part  of 
the  voyage  then  follows,  through 
the  Strait$  of  Sunda  and  Banca,  to 
Pulo  Condore,  a  fmall  ifland  near 
the  coaft  of  Cambodia ;  thence  to 
Turon  Bay,  a  defirable  place  of  re- 
frefhment  in  Cochin-China;  and 
from  Turon  Bay  to  the  Chu-faa 
Hies,  aboTe  a  thou&nd  miles  beyond 
Canton,  and  on  the  fame  ea^em 
coafl.  AtChu-ian,  the  Lion  maa 
of  W9r  and  Hindofian  IndiamaR 
had  reached  the  utmoft  boundary 
of  recorded  navigation  by  Europe- 
ans. The  fea  thence  to  tlie  port 
neareft  to  Pekin,  extenciing  up- 
wards of  ten  degrees  of  latitude, 
was  totally  unknown,  except  to 
thofe  who  dwell  around  its  fhores. 
Iqto  (his  fea  flow  the  waters  of  (he 
great  Whong-ho ;  which,  in  its  long 
and  circuitous  courfe,  carnes  with 
it  fuch  quantities  of  yellow  mud, 
that  it  receives  the  name  of  the  Yel- 
low River,  and  communicates  (be 
fame  quality  and  the  fame  appclk- 
tion  to  the  adjoining  fea. 

The  accurate  examinatiopof  thi< 
unknown  fea  is  not  one  of  the  Icafl 
benefits  derived  from  the  embalTy. 
The  Britiih  veflels  conveying  the 
cmbaily,  its  attendants, and  prdents 
were  furniihed  each  with  a  Chioefe 
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pilot  at  Chu-fan.  Thefe  pilots 
brought  with  them  two  marine  com- 
pafles  ;  but  they  were  unprovided 
with  charts,  or  any  inflrument  for 
afcertaining  latitudes.  They  tnift- 
ed  entirely  to  their  local  knowledge 
and  obfervation ;  as  did  the  nations 
of  old  iurrounding  the  Mediterra- 
nean; which  the  Chinefefeas  near- 
ly refemble,  both  in  the  narrownefs 
of  their  boundaries,  and  in  the  nu- 
merous iflands  with  which  every 
part  of  them  is  ihidded. 

The  track' of  the  Lion  and  Hin- 
(loftan*  in  navigating  the  Yellow 
Sea,  is  carefully  laid  down  in  the 
charts  accompanying  the  work; 
and  on  thefe  charts  are  marked  not 
only  the  foundings,  but  the  fbite  of 
the  marine  barometer,  and  of  Fah- 
renheit's thermometer,  in  the  fhade, 
every  day  at  noon:  a  precaution 
which  renders  unnece(&ry  the  con- 
tinual repetition  of  thoie  obferva- 
tioQs  in  the  body  of  the  work. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  Hindoftan, 
when  feparated  from  the  Lion,  (he 
fwrceived  on  Sunday  the  14th  of 
July,   1753,  a  fmall  fquare-rigged 
European   vefleL      This   was  the 
Endeavour  brig.  Captain  Pro^or, 
belonging  to  the  Ealt  India  Com- 
pany, and  ient  by  the  Company's 
conuniflaoners  at  Canton,  through 
whom   the  deiign  of  the  embaHy 
had    been    communicated  to   the 
Chinefe  court,  with  difpatches  for 
the  ambailador.     In  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Tfung-ming,  and  along  the 
coafl  of  China,  Captain  VroAor  met 
feveral  fmall  junks,  cruizing  with 
mandarins  on  board,  to  find  out  and 
welcome  the  ambai&dor,  as  well  as 
to  condu^  him  into  port :  but  they 
feldom  went  out  or  the  depth  of 
two  fathoms,  not  aware  that  thfs 
iliip  which  had  his  Excellency  on 
bo^d,tdrew  about  dou.ble.thatquaA- 
tity  of  water. 


The  fquadroR,  confiiHng  of  the 
Lion,  Hindoftan,  and  Jaclull  ten-w 
der,  came  to  anchor  in  feven  fa-* 
thorns  water  in  a  broad  bay,  a  few 
miles  diilant  from  the  city  of  Ten- 
choo-foo ;  the  laft  fyllable  of  which 
word  always  denotes  a^ty  of  the 
firft  order,  having  fovcral  middling 
and  fmall  towns  within  its  jurifdic- 
tion. 

As  foon  as  the  governor  of  Ten-^ 
choo-foo  was  informed  that  the 
ambaifador  was  on  board  the  Lion, 
he  fent  to  him  a  prelent,  confifllng 
of  freih  proviiions  and  fruit ;  and 
afterwards  came  on  board  to  vifit 
him.  The  governor  was  attended 
by  a  great  number  of  perfons  ;*  one 
of  whom  having  had  occaiion  to 
fpeak  to  him  as  he  was  palling  along 
the  (hip's  deck,  immediately  threw 
himfelr  upon  his  knees,  and,  in  that' 
pofture,  communicated  his  bufinefs, 
to  the  great  furprife  of  the  Englith 
fpe£btors  :  a  furprife  that  was 
heightened  by  the  undiflurbed 
countenance  of  the  governor,  as  if 
accuilomed  to  be  accofted  in  that 
manner.  The  covemor  of  Ten- 
choo-foo,  in  his  interview  with  the 
ambai&dor,  teftified  not  only  great 
politenefs,  but  much  cafe  and  aiia« 
bility;  and  it  was  apparent  upon 
this  occafion,  as  well  as  from  what 
was  obferved  at  Chu-fan,  that  the 
folemnity  of  behaviour,  attributed 
in  many  accounts  bf  this  country 
as  a  general  character  to  the  Chi- 
nefe,  was  only  an  appearance  af« 
fumed  by  them  in  the  prefcnce  of 
thofe  whom  they  coniidered  as  thdr 
inferiors. 

The  governor  gave  an  invitation 
(which  was  declined)  to  the  ambaila- 
dor and  his  fuite  to  entertainments 
and  plays  on  fhore,  as  indeed  had 
done  t^e  governor  of  Chu-fan,  in 
order,  in  lome  fmall  degree,  to  cor- 
refpond,  as  they  exprelled  it,  with 
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the  fplcndid  rccepCion  which  it  was 
tinderftood  their  lovcrcign  intendecl 
for  his  Excellency,  when  he  ihould 
iorive  at  the  impjcrijfl  court. 

The  eclat  of  fiich  a  reception 
tras^  no  doubt,  likely  to  operate 
Tipon  the  minds  of  th^  people  of 
China,  who  look  with  more  than 
an  ordinary  degree  of  reverence 
to  the  throne.  It  might  tend  to 
imprcfs  them  with  a  general  fenfe 
of  confidfcration  for  the  Engllfh  na- 
tion, of  which  the  agents  of  the 
Engllfh  Eaft  India  Company*  at 
Canton  might  experience  effcifts 
conducive  to  their  benefit  and  com- 
fort. 

The  flialloisTiefs  of  the  water 
obliged  the  Lion  to  come  to  anchor 
on  the  25th  of  July,  about  four 
leagues  from  the  Chinefe  coaft, 
which  at  the  north-weft  extremity 
X)f  the  Gulph  of  Pekin,  confifts  of  a 
low  and  iandy  beach.  From  this 
anchorage,  the  river'Pei-ho,  which 
comes  from  Tien-fing,  was  found 
to  be  fifteen  miles  diftant.  A  bar 
crofled  the  mouth  of  the  river,  which 
did  not  materially  obftrpft  the  na- 
vigation of  Chinefe  fliips,  though 
of  three  and  four  hundred  tons 
"burden ;  while  the  Jackall,  an  Eng- 
lifli  veflfel  of  100  tons,  followed 
them  with  much  difficulty.  Having 
entered  the  river. 

The  Jackall  was  foon  accofted 

""by  Chinefe  foldiers  in  a  boat,  de« 
firing  her  to  anchor,  and  wait  tlie 
arrival  of  a  mandarin,  who  had  in- 
quiries to  make  about  her.    This 

/gentleman  made  his  appearance 
prefently,  with  feveral  attendants, 

■  upon  the  fackall's  deck.  As  'foon 
«s  he  was  Satisfied  that  Hie  belonged 
to  the  expc^^ed  embaily,  he  made 
many  inquiries  about  the  ambai&- 
dbr,  and  the  prefcnts  brought  for 
bis  Imperial  Maj^K*.    As  the  ao- 


l 


fwers  were  general^  he,  after  a  little 
time,  endeavored  to  obtain  amoie 
particular  account  by  changing  the 
manner  and  form  of  his  qneftioos; 
and  he  feemed  to  exert  no  little 
addrefs  to  obtain  his  obje<^.  Though 
the  motion  of  the  brig  and  fmell  of 
the  tar  were  offenfive  to  hiai,  yet 
he  continued  long  on  board  to  col- 
le^b  information  as  to  the  fize  and 
ftrfcngth  cf  the  (hips  attending  the 
ambaflador,  and  the  number  of  men 
and  guns  on  board;  while  one  of 
his  attendants  was  bufy  writing  all 
the  time  of  the  conference,  as  if 
taking  notes  of  every  thing  that 
paifed.  The  mandarin  concluded 
by  declaring,  that  the  Emperor  had 
itfued  orders  for  the  reception  and 
accommodation  of  the  embafly,  and 
offered  to  fupply  whatever  m^ht 
be  wanted.  The  brig  being  obhg- 
ed  to  wait  in  the  river  for  the  re- 
turn of  the  tide  next  day.  Captain 
Campbell  and  Mr.  Hunter  veie 
invited  on  thoie,  where  they  were 
hofpitably  treated ;  but  in  a  manner 
crols-examined»  and  the  former 
^ueftions  repeated  to  them.  Par- 
ticular inquiries  were  alfo  made  as 
to  the  fpecies  of  nutriment  to  which 
the  ambat&dor  and  his  fuite  had 
been  accnftomed,  and  how  bis  Ex- 
cellency wiihed  to -travel,  ol^erving 
that  gentlemen  in  Chijia  travelled 
either  in  fedan-chairs,  or  in  two- 
wheeled  carriages  by  land,  or  in 
commodious  boats  by  wat  er ;  which 
latter  method  was  generally  preier- 
red  wherever  pradicable ;  but  add- 
ing, that  his  Excellency  and  his 
fuite  were  to  be  accommodated 
whichever  way  they  wiihed.  The 
mandarins  fpoke  alfo  about  the  ar- 
ticles of  merchandize  which  they 
fuppofed  were  brought  for  (ale  to 
Pekin,  and  faid  they  might  be  iafeiy 
depoiited  L^  tlif  four  chriittan  chnr^ 

•     cfaet 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


ACCOUNT    OF    BOOKS. 


46  « 


ffces  in  that  city,  where  they  nught 
be  fold   to  ^eat  advantage.    The 
Mea  of  trade  Mas  £0  aflbciated  with 
that  of  Eneliihmeni  in  the  minds  of 
tiic  Chinele,  who  knew  them  only 
as  venders  and  purchafefs  of  goodsi 
that  they  could  icarcely  ^ve  credit 
to  the  aflertion,   that  the  perfons 
coifcipOfing  the  emba^  were  not 
merchants,  and  that  the  ihips   of 
war  never  carried  goods  for  fale, 
or  that  there  was  little,  befide  what 
was  intended  for  prefcnts  for  the 
court,  in  any  of  the  veiTels.    The 
propofal,  made  i^nth  fo  little  cere- 
mony, of  converting  churches  into 
ihop6  for  the  retail  of  merchandife, 
which  appeared  fin^ilar  to  an  Euro- 
pean ear,  was  pcrtedly  famiiiar  to 
the  Chinefe,  whofe  places  of  wor- 
Ihip  are  occaHonally.  made  to  an- 
fwer  every  purpofe  of  utility   to 
which  they  may  be  applied.     The 
building  in  which  this  converfation 
took  place,  was  itfelf  a  temple ;  and 
in  the  crowd  were   fome  of  the 
bonzes,  or  prielh,  who  minidered  in 
it;  and  were  remarkable  for  the 
contrail  between  their  grey  beards 
and  their  robes  of  rofe-coloured.  filk« 
The  mandarins,  who  were  in* 
formed  that  the  £ngli(li  ihips  could 
not  crofs  the  bar,  immediately  con- 
ceited their  fize  to  be  immenfe,  and 
formed  a  proportionate  idea  of  the 
quantity  of  prefents  neceflary  to  fill 
them.     They  gave  orders  for  pre- 
paring junks  to  bring  thofe  prefents, 
as  well  as  the  pafTengers  and  bag* 
ga^e,  on  fhore.     ^  coniiderable 
buil<Ung  near  the  river^s  mouth  was 
provided  for  the  reception  of  the 
ambai&dor,  where  it  was  expe6ked 
he  would  remain  fome  days,  to  re- 
cover from  the  fatigues  ot  fo  lone  a 
voyage.     And  it  was  obfcrved,  that 
he?  need  not  precipitate  his  journey 
la.  the  capital,  a^  the  £mpcror's 


Inrth-day  was  yd  at  a  confiderabl^ 
diilance  :  —  thefe  people  not  ima« 
gining  that  an  embady  could  be  any 
thing  more  than  a  viiit,  or  mef&ig^ 
of  high  con^)liment  to  their  fove- 
reign  on  I  hat  anniverfary,  or  on  th» 
occafion  of  fome  other  folemn  fef- 
tival. 

This  information  had  not  been 
long  communicated  on  board  tha 
Lion,  when  feveral  Chinefe  veilela 
brought  afupply  of  live  (lock,  huit, 
and  other  vegetables,  in  fuch  pro* 
fufion,  that  the  fhips  CQuld  only 
contain  a  part  of  it,  axid  the  overplus 
was  necefiarily  fent  back.  Among 
other  articles  were  20  bullocks, 
120  aieep,  1 '20  hogs,  160  bags  of 
flour,  1 000  water  -  mek>ns,  3000 
muik -melons,  10  chefts  of  candles, 
and  3  baOcets  of  porcelaine.  The 
hoipilalily,  and  indeed  tlie  attentions 
of  every  other  kind,  which  the  em- 
baily  and  fquadroj^  experienced  o^ 
all  occaiions,  w^re  fuch  as  ilrangers 
feldora  meet  with,  except  in  the 
ealkrn  parts  of  the  world.  Two 
mandarins,  one  civil  and  the  other' 
military,  came  to  congratulate  the 
ambai^dpr  on  his  fafe  arrival :  they 
told  him  that  they. were  appointedl 
to  attend  him  to  th^impen^ court; 
and  that  it  was  the  exprefs  will  of 
their  fovereign  to  rende;-  his  jour- 
ney fafe  and  aereeable  to  him,. 

Thefe  gentlemen  were  received 
on  board  the  Lion  with  attentioa 
and  cordiality.  Much  of  the  ftiif- 
ncfs  which  generally  accompanies  a 
communication  through  the  medi- 
um of  an  interpreter,  was  removed 
by  the  good  humour  of  the  parties, 
and  the  ardent  defire  they  felt  of 
making  out  one  another's  meaning. 
Their  difcourfe  by  no  means  pars 
took  of  the  guarded  intercourfo  cf 
itrangers  fufpicioQS  of  each  other. 
$om«times,  psiaic  fhfe  ftygUfltfUon 
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was  given  of  the  exnreflions  wfed, 
the  occaGon  itfelf  njggefled  what 
t\'as  in  (ended  lo  be  faid ;  and  gef- 
lure  often  came  in  aid  of  words. 
There  wa.*,  however,  fo  much  em- 
Jjloymcnt  fortheChinefe  interpre- 
ter, that  a  trial  was  now  made  of 
the  fkill  of  two  pcrfons  belonging 
fo  the  embaAy,  to  whom  the  Chi- 
nefe  miflionanes  had  endeavoikred 
fo  communicate  fome  knowledge 
ef  their  language,  ever  fincc  they 
had  left  Naples  together,  above  a 
year  before.  One  of  thefe  perfons 
applied  to  this  ftudy  with  the  unin- 
terrupted diligence  of  mature  age, 
hut  had  the  mortification  of  finding 
that  asyet  he  could  fcarcely  under- 
fcand  a  word  of  what  was  faid  to 
him  by  thefe  new-comers,  to  whom 
his  pronunciation  was  equally  un- 
intelligible; while  the  other,  a  youth 
who  certainly  took  lefs  pains,  but 
whofe  fenfes  were  more  acute,  and 
whofc  organs  were  more  flexible, 
proved  already  a  tolerably  good  in- 
terpreter. Many  words,  it  feems, 
of  the  Chinefe  tongue,  of  however 
oppofite  a  fignification,  frequently 
ditfer  from  each  other,  in  the  utter- 
ance, only  in  fome  flight  variation 
of  accent  or  intonation ;  and  which 
is  fufceptible  of  being  more  quick- 
ly caught,  and  more  accurately  ren- 
dered by  thofe  who  learn  in  early 
life,  than  by  any  who  begin  to  at- 
tempt it  after  beina  advanced  in 
years.  So  clofe  is  tne  approxima- 
tion fometimes  in  the  inflexions  of 
the  voice,  in  uttering  Chinefe  words 
of  different  meanings,  that  it  is  not 
uncommon,  even  among  the  na- 
tives, in  order  to  avoid  miftakes  in 
converfation,  to  add  the  principal 
terms  ufed,  the  nearefl  fynonyms  in 
fenfe,  by  way  of  explanation.  The 
neceffity  of  doing  fo  artfes  from  the 
vfe  0f  nonofyllables  only  in  the 


ChiT'efe  language,  which  muft  be 
Icfs  dldindt  as  admitting  fewer  c©m- 
Im  nations,  as  well  as  from  the  ex- 
cluflon  of  fome  of  the  hariher  founds 
of  other  nations,  among  which  the 
difference  !n  the  pronunciation  of 
words  is  cotifequentiy  more  percep- 
tible. 

The  two  mandarins  enquired  if 
the  letter  brought  for  the  Emperor 
by  the  ambaflador  was  tranflated  in- 
to Chinefe ;  and  requeued  at  any 
rate  to  know  the  purport  of  it.  A 
compliance  with  this  rcqueft  wis 
not  urged  as  an  etiquette  prefcHlAd 
by  the  imperial  court ;  nor  yet  did 
it  appear  to  have  been  afked  from 
the  indifcreet  eagernefsofcurioiityy 
but  rather  was  confidered  as  a  mat^ 
ter  of  ordinary  courfe ;  and  which 
might  enable  thofe  mandarins  more 
completely  to  fulfil  the  objed  they 
had  m  view,  of  obtaining  and  con- 
veying to  their  fovcreign  every  in- 
formation relative  to  the  embafR*. 
It  was,  however,  thought  more  pru- 
dent, and  perhaps  more  decent,  to 
referve  the  commnnication  of  his 
Majefty*s  letter  at  leaft  until  the  ar- 
rival of  the  ambafliulor  at  the  capi- 
tal; and  therefore  an  ahfwer  was 
given,  that  the  original,  with  the 
tranflations  of  it,  were  locked  up  in 
a  golden  box,  to  be  delivered  into 
the  Emperor's  hands. 

Concerning  the  prefcnts,  the 
mandarins  were  peculiarly  folicitou^ 
to  enquire ;  and  a  lift  of  them  was 
formally  demanded,  to  be  fent  to 
his  Imperial  Majefty.  The  fame 
demand  had,  indeed,  been  made  by 
every  Chinefe  who  had  any  inter- 
courle  with  the  ambadador,  or  with 
the  commiflioncrs  at  Canton,  on  the 
fubje^oftheembalTy:  and  it  appear- 
ed from  the  beginning  how  much 
curiofity  had  been  excited  refpe^Ving 
them.  >  A  common  catalogue,  con^ 
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trilling  the  names  of  ihofeon  board    Jbafly  tip  the  river  Pel -ho,  towardi 

the  Hindoftan,  would  not  convey    "''-*--      '»'i--t- i.n.:^^  1  f_„  *u_ 

any  idea  of  their  qualities  orinlrin- 
fic' worth,  or  indeed  be  underftood 
by  any  effort  of  tranfiation.  They 
would,  likewife,  fuffer  by  being 
confounded  with  the  mere  curiofi^ 


Pckin.  The  barge  dcftined  for  the 
reception  of  the  ambaflador  con- 
tained an  anti-chamber,  a  faloon,  a 
bed-chiimber,  and  a  clof<*t.  Boats 
attended  with  provilions  and  cooks. 
Sixteen  other  yachts,  moft  of  them 


ties  fent  ufually  for  fale;    which,    of  a  larger  fize  than  that  of  the  am< 
however,  expenfive,  or  even  inge-    baflador,  conveyed  his  fiiite.     Ma- 


nious,  were  more  glittering  than 
ufeful.  It  was  necclfary,  therefore, 
to  make  out,  fomewhat  in  the  ori- 
ental ftylc,  fuch  a  general  defcrip- 


ny  of  thefe  vcllels  were  eighty  feet 
long,  and  very  capacious ;  yet  they 
were  built  of  fuch  light  wood,  and 
were  fo  conftruded,  that  they  did 


tion  of'  the  nature  of  the  articles  .not  draw  more  than  eighteen  mch 
now  fent,  as  appeared  likely  to  ren-    es  of  water,  though  they  were  loftv 


der  them  acceptable  ;  meafuring 
their  merit  by  their  utility,  and  en- 
deavourin|;  even  to  derive  fome 
credit  from  the  omiflion  of  fplen- 
did  trifles. 

On  the  5th  of  Auguft,  1793,  the 


above  it.  An  equal  nu mber  of  vef- 
iels,  refcmbling  our  river  lighters, 
were  employed  in  conveying  the 
baggage  and  prefents. 

Chow-ta-zhin  and  Van-ta-zhin, 
the  condudors  of  the  route,  waited 


ambaiTador  and  his  fuite  prepared    frequently  on  the  ambaflador,  in  or- 
to  quit  the  Lion  and   Hindoftan,    der  to  take   his*  commands  ;    and 


which  drew  too  much  water  topafs 
the  bar  of  the  Pei-ho  river.  The 
prefents  and  baggage,  accompanied 
oy  the  fervants,  mulicians,  and 
other  attendants,  were  (hipped  on 
board  of  junks ;  while  the.  gentle- 
men of  the  embafly  embarked  in 
the  Clarence,  Jackall,  and  Endea- 
vour brigs.  Proceeding  with  a  fa- 
vourable breeze  and  a  fpring-tide, 
they  croflcd  the  bar  in  a  few  hours. 
The  river  immediately  within  the 
bar  is  about  five  hundred  yards  wide, 
and  was  almofl  entirely  covered 
with  veiTels.  Cn  its  fculhern  bank 
is  the  village  of  Tun-too,  with  a 
military  poft  ;  where  the  troops 
were  drawn  up  in  compliment  to  the 
AmbaiTador.  The  vtfTels  in  their 
7'rogrefs  foon  paffed  another  village^ 
called  See-coo  :  and  J  hey  reached, 
on  the  fame  evening,  the  town  of 
Ta-coo, 

At  Ta-coo  large  covered  barges 
ftre  provided,  to  convey  the  em- 


likewife  made  vifits  of  civility  to 
the  principal  gentlemen  of  the  em- 
bafly. Inferior  mandarins  attended 
all  the  vcflels  for  the  diflribution  of 
provifions ;  proceeding  from  yacht 
to  yacht  in  fmall  boats,  fo  conftruft- 
ed  that  they  could  neither  fink  nor 
be  overfet.  The  meats  moft  plen- 
tifiil  were  beef  and  pork.  Among 
the  mofl  expenfive  articles  were  the 
nefls of  a  particular  fpecies  of  fnal- 
low,  and  the  fins  of  lliarks,  both  of 
which  afford  rich  and  fattening 
juices.  Wheat  grows  in  many  pro- 
vinces of  China  j  but  boiled  rice  is 
commonly  ufed  for  bread.  The 
wine  was  generally  muddy,  of  little 
flavour,  and  foon  grew  four.  The 
tea  was  often  too  frefh  for  an  Eng- 
lifh  palate ;  and  it  was  not  unufual 
to  hear  a  wifli  exprefled  for  London 
tea. 

The  direft  progrefs  of  the  em- 
bafly up  the  Pei-ho  was  very  flow ; 
the  courfc  of  that  river  being  re- 
parkablj 
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markably  ferpenline.  The  banks 
are  elevated  confidcrably  above  the 
adjacent  plains,  extending  as  far  as 
the  eye  can  reach  ;  whidi  circum- 
(lance,  together  with  the  windings 
of  the  river,  made  the  veflels  failing 
on  it  appear  to  move  in  every  di- 
re^^ion  over  the  adjoining  ^eldj. 
Thefe  fields  were  generally  covered 
vith  the  holcus  forghum,^  or  tallefl  of 
the  vegctabtes  producing  efculent 
grain,  vulgarly  called  Barbades  Mil- 
let It  grows  to  the  height  ot  ten 
or  twelve  feet ;  and  the  loweft  cal- 
culation of  its  incrcafe  is  an  hjun- 
dred  fold.— When  night  came  on, 
the  banks  were  illuminated  by  lan- 
terns, the  tranff^arent  fides  of  which 
were  made  of  differently  coloured 
paper ;  while  the  numberj  of  lan- 
terns hoifted  on  the  maft- heads  of 
the  various  veflels  in  the  river  de- 
noted the  refpew%ive  ranks  of  the 
jjaflengers  on  board  ;  all  which  pro- 
duced a  moving  and  party-coloured 
Illumination,  a  fpecies  of  magnifi- 
cence much  afFefted  by  the  Chinefe. 
The  night  was  nearly  as  noify  as  the 
day,  to  which  contributed  not  a  lit- 
tle the  flu  ill  founds  of  the  loo  or 
gong,  on  every  occafion  of  convey- 
ing fignals. 

On  one  fide  of  the  river  was  a 
large  grove  of  high  and  wide-fpread- 
ing  pines  |  the  other  was  crowded 
with  pyramids  or  ftacks  of  fait, 
brougnt  annually  from  the  fouthern 
provinces  in  200u  veflels  of  200  tons 
each ;  and  fufficient  £or  the  annual 
confiimption  of  thirty  millions  of 
people.  The  pyramids  of  felt  were 
within  fight  of  the  great  port  called 
Tien-fing,  or  the  heavenly  fpot; 
an  appellation  claimed  by  its  genial 
climate,  fertile  foil,  dry  air,  and  fe- 
reneiky,  The.townis  fituated  on 
an  eminence,  at  the  confluence  of 
two  riversy  and  is  the  general  em« 


porinia  for  the  narfhera  provinces 
of  China.     One  of  the  rivers  near 
to  Tien-fing  is  exprefled  by  9l  word 
meaning  the  ^^  Grain-bearing  Ri> 
ver;".and  even  al  this  earlr  flagc 
of  the  expedition,  the  travellers 
found  that  the  Chinefe  names  were 
not  mere    arbitrary    founds,    but 
fervcd  to  denote  the  nature  and 
qualities  of  things  :  a  circumilance 
which  proves  this  country  to  hare 
been  poflefled  always  by  the  fame 
race,  without  any  coofiderabie  mix- 
ture with    foreign  nations.     The 
crowds  of  fpe^bators  were  immenie ; 
yet,  in  all  the  ardour  of  curiofity^ 
the  people  preferved  order  and  re- 
gularity, without  the  aid  of  foldiers 
or  conftables :  and  for  the  fake  of 
mutual  accommodation,  none  of  the 
common  Chinefe  who  ufually  wear 
ilraw-hats,  kept  them  on  their  heads, 
though  thus  expofed  to  a  fcorching 
fun.  "The  fleet  conveying  the  em- 
bafly  anchored  nearly  in  the  centre 
of  the  city,  oppofite  to  a  pavilion 
in  which  the  viceroy  of  tne  pro- 
vince waited  for  the  ambafladpr. 
There  the  latter  was  informed  that 
the  FZmperor  was  in  his   country- 
refidc nee  of  Zhe-hol^  in  Tartar}-, 
where  he  intended  to  celebrate  the 
anniverfary  of  his  birth-day  on  the 
1 7  th  of  September.    It  was  propof- 
ed,  in  confequence,  that  tiie  em- 
bafly,  after  having  reached  Tong- 
Ihoo  by  wal  er,  within  twelve  miles  of 
Pekin,  ihould  proceed  by  land  di* 
re<ftly  to  Zhe-hol :'  but  before  wc 
accompany  the  travellers  thither, 
tlie  following  circumfiance  at  Tien« 
fing  ought  to  be  noticed. 

*  Among  other  infiances  of  the 
Viceroy's  attention  to  the  Ambaflk- 
dor,  a  temporary  theatre  was  erod- 
ed oppofite  to  his  Excellency';^ 
yacht.  The  outfide  was  adorned 
with  a  variety  of  brilliant  and  livelf 
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tolours  ;  by  tke  proper  diflribution 
of  which,  and  wmetimes  "by  ihcir 
contraft,  it  is  the  particular  objed 
of  an  art  among  the  Chinefe  to 
produce  a .  gay  and  pleafing  effect. 
The  infide  of  the  theatre  was  ma- 
naged, in  regard  to  decorations, 
with  equal  fuccefs ;  and  the  com- 
pany of  a<ftors  fucceffively  exhibit* 
«cl,  during  the  whole  day,  fcveral 
different  pantomimes  and  hillorical 
dramas.  The  performers  were  ha- 
bited in  the  ancient  drefles  of  the 
Chinefe  at  the  period  when  the  per- 
fonages  reprefented  were  fuppofed 
to  have  lived.  The  dialogue  was 
fpoken  in  a  kind  of  recitative,  ac- 
companied by  a  variety  of  mufical 
jnllruments;  and  each  paufe  was 
filled  up  by  .  a  loud  craili,  in  which 
the  loo  bore  no  inconfiderable  part. 
The  band  of  mufic  was  placed  in 
full  view,  immediately  behind  the 
ftagc,  ^vhich  was  broad,  but  by  no 
means  deep.  Each  charader  an- 
nounced, on  his  firft  entrance,  what 
part  he  was  about  to  perform,  and 
where  the  fcene  of  aftion  lay.  Uni- 
ty of  place  was  apparently  preferv- 
ed,  for  there  was  no  change  of  fcenc 
during  the  reprefentation  of  one 
piece.  Female  chara^ers  were  per- 
lormed  by  boys  or  eunuchs. 

One  of  the  dramas,  particularly, 
attrafled  the  attention  of  thofe  who 
recollciflcd  fcencs  fomewhat  fimi- 
lar  upon  the  Englilh  flage.  The 
piece  reprefented  an  Emperor  of 
China  and  his  Emprels  hving  iii 
fupreme  felicity,  when  on  a  fudden 
his  fubjecls  revolt,  a  civil  waf  en- 
fues^  battles  are  fought,  and  at  laft 
the  arch-rebel,  who  was  a  general 
of  cavalry,  overcomes  his  fovereign, 
I^ilis  him  with  his  own  hand,  and 
routes  the  imperial  army.  The  cap- 
tive Empreis  then  appcais  upon 
the  liage  in  all  the  agonies  of  de- 
.VoL.  XXXIX. 


fpair  natujrdly,  refulting  from  the 
Iqfs  of  her  huiband  and  of  her  dig-: 
nity,  as  well  as  the  apprehenfion  for 
that  of  her  honour.  Whilft  fhe  i# 
iearin^  her  hair,  and  rending  the 
ikies  with  her  complainis|  the  con- 
queror enters,  approaches  her  with 
refpecl,  addrefTcs  her  iri  a  gentle 
tone,  foothes  her  forrows  with  hi^s 
companion,  talks  of  lov^  and  ado- 
ration, an(^  like  Richard  the  Third 
with  Lady  Anne,  in  ShakefpearCj 
prevailsjn  lefs  than  half  an  hour, 
on  the  Chinefe  princefs  to  dry  up 
her  tears,  to  forget  her  ddceafec| 
con  fort,  and  yield  to  a  confoling 
ivoo.er.  The  piece  cbncWdes  with 
the  nuptials  and  a  grand  prpceflion.* 
When  paffing  through  Ticn-fengt 
the  veflels  conveying  the  ambafla- 
dor  and  fuite  had  an  opportunity  of 
obferving  that  great  city,  which  ap- 
peared to  be  nearly  as  long  ^  Ix)n- 
don.  The  account,  given  by  thd 
mandarins  of  the  place,  made  its  po« 
pulation  amou  nt  to  7  00,000  perfons. 
The  houfes  of  Tien- fmg  are  of  brick^ 
of  a  leaden  blue  colour;  and  many 
of  them  are,  contrary  to  the  com- 
mon mod«  of  buildings  twoftories 
high.  In  ConicqUeilcc  of  the  pa^ 
triarchal  cuftom,  retained  by  the 
Chinefe,  of  having  all  th^  fucceed- 
ing  generations  of  the  fame  farailv 
under  a  fingle  roof,  it  is  computed 
that  nearly  ten  men  fit  to  bear  arms 
are  commonly  found  in  ev^rV.  Chi- 
nefe houfe.  Tiic  junks,  covering 
the  waters  which  divide  Ihis  com- 
mercial cityj  contained  many  thou- 
fand  inhabitants :  for  the  wive^  and 
families  of  the  failors  rcfide  witlji 
them  conllantly  on  board  j  and 
thiere  many  of  ihcm  are  bom,  and 
all  of  them  fpend  their  lives.  Eve- 
ry rtiore  is  to  them  foreign,  and  the 
earth  an  element  u*ith  which  they 
are  only  occaiionally  connected. 
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Few  carriages  were  fccfl  on  the 
road,  and  none  with  more  than  two 
wheels,  for  conveying  either  travel*^ 
•Icrs  or  gocds.  Gentlemen  travel 
generally  on  horfcback,  or  in  fedan* 
chairs,  or  chair-palanquins ;  and  la- 
dies are  mofrly  carried  in  clofe  Utters, 
fufpcndcd  between  mules  or  horfes. 
The  cuflom  mentioned  by  Milton, 

«  WbeftChinefes  driv« 
*  With,  ftilfl  and  wind  their  tany  wsMoat 

Is  fHH  retained.  Thofe  cany  wagi 
gons  are  Imall  carts  formed  of  bam- 
coo;  and  when  tlic  wind  favours 
the  Drogref s  of  fuch  a*  cart,  a  fail  is 
Iioiricd,  made  of  mat,  and  fa/lened 
to  two  poles  in  the  oppofite  fides  of 
the  cart. 

The  travellers  did  not  fee  even  a 
hillock  be^jveen  them  and  the  hori- 
zon, until  the  fourth  day  of  their  de- 
Barture  from  Tien-fing,  when  fome 
blue  mountains  were  obfer\xd  rif- 
ing  from  the  north- weft;  and  they 
indicated  the  approach  to  Pckln, 
beyond  which  they  are  fituafed. 
Two  days  afterwards,  on  the  1 6th 
of  Augnll,  the  yachrs  anchored  off 
the  ciry  of  Tong-choo-foo,  at  the 
difluHcc  of  about  twelve  miles  from 
ihvLi  great  capital. 

IVklii  ftands  at  the  \V(  flern  ex- 
tremity of  an  immenfe*plii!n,  pro- 
la  biV  formed  by  "Jill.jvial  land 
brought  down  by  toi  rents  from 
the  ntltrhbo^irin)^  mount.ilnf.  The 
route  Iny  through  it  lu  f^f«  r.ufiiin- 
nal  palat:e  of  (he  Kin];cror,  cailr:d 
yiicn-ifiin-vLjcn,  or  garden  of  p-jr- 
petual  verci.ire,  v»  here  fuch  of  the 
prefents  r»s  could  not  b-  traiilVrfcd 
With  fafcly  to  2he-hol  were  to  be 
depofited. 

*  Amongft  2*1  the  crowds  nflx^in- 
•  cci  nrarToiig-choo-fco,  or  thofe 


which  the  apprcach  of  the  cci 
had  attrafted  in  other  places,  i 
its  entrance   into  China,  n« 
pcrfon  in  the  habit  of  a  bcggir  -^ 
been  lecn,  or  any  one  obfcn^c 
folicit  charity.     No  fmall  poniE 
the  people  Icemcd,  it  is  true,  i3 
in  a  (late  approaching  indi?::: 
but  none  driven  to  the  nccefe-, 
enured  to  the  habit,  of  crarin 
fiftance  from  a  fh-angcr.    Tkp 
fent  was  not,  indeed,  one  oft: 
feafons  of  calamity  which  deir 
or  diminifhes  the  ufual  rcfcmj^ 
the  peafant,  and  drives  him  lo^r* 
times  even  into  criminal  exec.: 
to   procure  fubfiftence.     In  f- 
times,  however,    the  Emperors* 
China  always  comes  fom-anl;  'j 
orders  the  granaries  to  be  opcne. 
he  remits  the  taxes  to  thoftr.. 
are  vifited  by  misfortunes;  he :' 
fords  afliftance  to  enable  ttez : 
retrieve  their  affairs;  he  appears' 
his  fubjetf^s  as  ftanding  aimoit : 
the  place  of  Pro^'idencc,  in  tii .: 
favour:  he  is  pcrfeftly  a*"*^' ;^:' 
how  much  a  ftronger  chain  hi  - 
maintains   his   abfoiutc  doni:n:"". 
than    the    dread    of  punilbmc^-^ 
would  afford.     He  has  {hevnni:s 
fclf  fo  jealous  of  retaining  the  cv- 
clufive  prlvile.;e  of  hencvoknC'  to 
his  I'l^biecli,  that  he  not  onl)  rt- 
jec^cd^  bui  w. IS  offended  at,  the  ?''"'• 
pofal   once  made  to  him  by  ^^-^ 
coniidcrable  merchants,  to  coni:- 
bute  towards  the  relief  of  5 /l'"-'' 
in^; province.     He  accepted,  at  i:c 
fame  ti-.r.e,  the  donation  ofa  ^■^'^ 
'AidoXi'  cf*  Tien-ling,  toi^-ardi  i-] 
exjicncc*  of  the  Thibet  war.   ^]j 
iiid-'pendently  of  any  gcncrsl  ^^-^ 
whit  !i  every    wife  governineii^  J^ 
attentive  to  remedy  or  aUcvia^f'^,^' 
cidental  caufes  of  difhrefs,  o:  ■''■'^" 
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vidu^l-faHiires  of  the  means  to  pro- 
cure lubfiiTence,  giveoccafion,  at  ill 
fimc^,  in  mofl  other  coiinfries,  to 
Jh<^  iiieAirig  rp'e<fta'cle  of  human  be- 
ings dependent  for  tiieir  exii>enc6, 
on  the  precarious  aid  of  thofe  whorti 
they  ixiay  ihance  lo  meet,  but  who 
nave  the  power  of  withholding  it. 
:  In  traveTling  through  China,  the 
fp^^Vator  obteiVejS  fdwer  piiblit 
buildings  than  might  be  expeaed  in 
fo  ancient  a  kin^d6m ;  the  rcafdh  of 
which  is,  that  hitlicrto  the  crud  poli- 
Cy  of  every  dynafty,  or  new  family 
raountihg  the  throne  of  China,  has 
been  hdt  only  todeftroy  the  remain- 
ing branches  oftheforttiel'Mce,  but 
to  level  the  edifi*c<5s  dedicated  to 
their  memory.  Of  thofe  (iirciiiar 
and  lofty  buildings  t^imed  Pagodas, 
there  are'feveral  kinds,  and  dedi- 
cated to  feveral  ufes :  but  non^,  ^s 
commonly  fuppofed,  to  religious 
worfhip.  The  templff^  corifecratdd 
to  this  purpofe  dHFer  little  m  height 
from  cpmrhon  dweliing-hotifes. 

There  is  in  China  no  ftaie-reli- 
gion.  None  is  paid,  pref^rr^d,  or 
encouraged  bv  it.  The  £mptror 
is  of  one  faith;  many  of  the  man- 
darins of  another;*  and  the  majori- 
ty of  the  common  people  of  a  third, 
^vhich  is  that  of  Fo.  This  laftclafs, 
the  leaft  capable,  from  ignorance, 
of  ejcplai fling  the  phoefiomena  of 
nature^  and  the  pioft  expofdd  to 
wants  which  it  cannot  fupply  bjr 
brdin^ry  means,  is  willing  to  rccur 
to  ih6  luppofilion  of  extraordinary 
power5>  which  may  operate  the  ef- 
fe£ls  it  cannot  explain,  and  grant 
the  requefts  which  it  cannot  other- 
wife  obtain. 

No  people  are,  in  feft,  more  fu- 
perflitious  than  the  common  Chi- 
nefe.      Befides  the  habitual  qffices 
of  devotion  oh  thepart  of  theprieftV  ' 
MuL,feinaleS|  the  temples  are  parti* 


culz^rly  fi^(jnrnfed  hy  th^  difcrplcs 
of  Fo,  j&ti^jdttfiy  to  any  undfertak- 
Ihg  of  impprtance  :— whefk^r  <b 
mafry,  or  go  i  jontnb}',  orconciutfc 
a  bargain,  or  change  fi^uHtion,  dr 
fpranyoffrer  material  ivent  in  lift*, 
it  is  nedeffery  firft'  to  confult  thb 
fupel-rntcndeA  t  deit^.    This  is  pcf  - 
formed  by  various  methods.  •  Somfe 
place  a  parcel  of  confecrafediHcks, 
differently  mdrked  and  numbered, 
which  the  c6nfultant,  kneeling  be- 
fore the  aftah,  fhakcs  in  a  liollo\llr 
bamboo  until  one  ol  them  ftils  on 
the  ground ;  its  mark  is  examined, 
and   referred  to  a  correfjpondent 
mark  In  a  book  which  the  prieft 
holds  open;  and  forhetinies bven  k 
is  written  npbh  a  flicet  of  paper 
pafted  upon  the  infide  of  the  tem- 
ple.    Polygonal  pieces  of  wood  arfe 
by  others  thrown  into  the  air.  Each 
i)cie  has  its  farticulai'  mark;-  the 
fide  that  Is  uppermoft  when  fallen 
on  the  floor,  i6  in  like  manner  re^ 
ferred  to  its  correfpondent  mark  i{i 
the  boolc  or  flieet  of  fate.     If  the 
flrft  throw  be  favourable,  the  per- 
(im  who  made  it  proftrates  himfetf 
in  gritJtude,  and  undertakes  after- 
vC'ardsj  with  confidence,  the  bufinefs 
in  agitation.  Bnt.ifthc  throw  fhoulU 
be  advfcrfi^,*he  tries  a  fccohd  time; 
and   the  third  throw    detcrmtne^, 
at  any  r^tt,  the  qneftion.     hi  othrfr 
refpeAs  the  people  of  the  prefent 
day  fectn  fo  pay  little  attention  to 
their    priefts.  '  The    temples   are, 
however,  alwa\Tr  open  for  fuch  as 
chooft  to  conlult  the  decrees  6f 
Heaven.  They  return  thanks  when 
the  oracle  proves  propitious  fo  their 
withes.    Yet  they  ottener  cai^  lots, 
to  know  the  ifiiie  of  a  projeifVed  eri- 
terprize,  than  fuppiicate  for  its  be- 
ihg  favourable;  and  their  worfllip 
6dtifi^  more  in  tliankfj^ving  than 
in  graver* 

(5^2  Few 
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Few  Chinefc  are  &id  to  cany 
the  obje£h  to  be  obtjuned  by  their 
devotion  beyond  the  benefits  of 
this  life.  Yet  the  religion  of  Fo 
profefles  the  do^rine  of  the  tranf- 
migration  of  fouls,  and  promifes 
happinefs  to  the  people  on  condi- 
tions which  were«  no  doubt,  origi- 
nally intended  to  eonfift  in  the  per- 
formance of  moral  duties ;  but  in 
lieu  of  which  are  too  frequently 
lu  bill  luted  tlu>fe  of  contributions 
towards  the  eredion  or  repair  of 
temples,  the  maintenance  of  priefis, 
and  a  ftrift  atlciition  to  particular 
obfervances.  The  negleft  of  thefc 
is  announced  as  puniihable,  by  the 
•fouls  of  the  defaulters  pafling  into 
the  bodies  of  the  meancfl  animals, 
in  whom  the  fufterings  are  to  be 
proportioned  to  tiu;  tranfgreifioxis 
committed  in  the  human  form. 

While  the  cmbafly  remained  at 
Tong-choo-foo,  fome  of  the  Englifh 
gentlemen  were  fupplied  with  horfes 
to  ride  about  the  neighbourhood. 
The  atiiinals  are  flrong,  bony,  and 
many  of  them  fpotted  as  regularly 
as  a  leopard  * .  The  riders  met  fevc- 
ral  Chine (c  on  horfeback,  who  a- 
iighted,  on  approaching,  in  civih'ty 
to  the  ftrangers.  .As  China  is  the 
prototype  of  falliions  and  cufloms 
to  neighbouring  countries,  thiscuf- 
torn  has  been  extended  to  other 
I  arf.^  of  tlie  cali ;  and,  in  the  fame 
.  jT.anncr,  the  yellow  colour,  which 
Is  the  favourite  diftindion  of  the 
limperor  of  China,  is  equally  affe(5t- 
ed  by  e\  cry  Ibvereign  in  the  eaftern 
part  of  Aha. 

The  houfos  of  the  pcafants  are 
f(  attercd  about,  inltead  of  being 
united  into  viilagci).  They  are  dean 
and  comfortable ;  and  witiiout  fenc- 


es, gates,  or  other  apparent  pre; 
tion  againft  thieves  or  wild  b.x  '^ 
The  wives  of  the  pcafkntryc^     i 
(ilk-worms,  and  fpin  cottoD ;  l  ] 
women  are  almoft  the  ft^e  w^ 
throughout  the  empire.     Ye:  i 
of  them  fell  to  injure  iher  i/ 
powers  by  facrificing  (in  xsl^z^. 
of  females  of  fuperior  rank)  i  - 
prejudice  in  favour  of  little  f^:' 
NotwithfiancUng    all    the  m- 
ofthefe  helpmates  to  their  hui^jL-  . 
the  latter  arrogate  an  extrao.ne  i^ 
dominion  over  them,  and  hold  tr. 
at  fuch  a  diflancc,  as  not  alwa;. 
allow  them  to  fit  at  table  ;  b^'- 
which,  in  fuch  cafe,  they  aitenc  - 
handmaids.     This  donunios  h  tt:: 
pcred,  indeed,  by  the  maxin^'  - 
mild  conduct  in  the  different  r^^ 
tions  of  life,  inculcated  from  cr 
childhood  amongft  the    lowcil.  * 
well  as  higheft  clafles  of  Sock 
The  old  perfons  of  a  fiamily  liv-  v 
nerally  wdth  the  young.     The  i.: 
mer  ierve  to  moderate  any  c-r . 
fional  impctuofity,  violence,  or p^ 
fion  of  the  latter.     The  inf  r^^^ ' 
of  age  over  youth  v>  fupported  r: 
the  fentiments  of  nature,  by  t!.* 
habit  of  obedience,  by  the  prec?;: 
of  morality  engrafted  in  the  law  o: 
the  land,  and  by  the  unrexnitteip^" 
Hey  and  honed  arts  of  parents  '^* 
that  cffc6t.     They  who  arc  pcit  b- 
hour  deal  out  the  rules  whicfe  t>: 
had  learned,  and  the  wifiiom  '.vr  J^ 
experience  taught  them,  to  tx:  ? 
who  arc  rifing  to  manhood,  of  *» 
thofe  lately  arrived   at  it.    F-i' 
fcnlcnces  of  morals  are  writffn  *? 
in  the  common  hall,  where  ihf  n^-f 
branches    of  the  family  aifetrb^ 
Some  one,  at  Icafl,  is '  capable  ^^^ 
reading  them  to  the  reft.  In  aiE=^' 


*  ncms,  and  the  finer  kiad  of  iiraw  cut  fi^allj  compofc  agr6atproponio9&'-^'^ 

i»/l  fi .1    liiird  ».  '  *  I 


fOcd  fwA  iiorlw*. 
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^fficvf  houfe  is  hqA^  up  a  tablet  of 
Ithe  anccftcrs  of  tne  perfons  then 
-reiiding  in  it.    References  are  of-  ' 
ten  madci,  in  converfatiort,  to  their 
2£tions.    Their  example,  as  far*  as 
it  was  good,  ferves  as  an  incitement ' 
to  travel  in  the  fame  path.    The 
defcendants  from  a  common  Hock 
vifit  the  tombs  of  their  forefathers 
together,  atHated  times.  This  joint 
care,  and  indeed  other  occafions, 
collect  and  unite  the  moil  remote 
relations.    They  cannot  loTe  fight 
<»f  each  other ;  and  feldom  become 
indifferent  to  their  refpe^tivc  con- 
cerns.   The  chiH  b  boond  to  la- 
l>oiir,  and  to  provide  for  his  parents 
maintenance  ami  comfort ;  and  the 
brother  for  the  brother  and  fifter 
that  are  in  extreme  want ;  the  fail- 
ure of  which  duty  woukl  be  follow-  • 
od  by  fnch  deteilation,  that  it  is  not 
neceiiary  to  enforce  at  bv  pofitive 
law.    Even  the  moft  diftant  kinf- 
man,  raduceS  tomifery  by  accident 
or  ill-health,  has  a  claim  on  his 
kindred  for  4«lief.  Manners,  ftrong- 
cr  far  than  laws,  and  indeed  incli- 
nation, pcoduoed  and  nurtured  by 
jntercoude  and  intimacy,    fecure 
abidance  for  him.     Thefe  habits 
and  manners  ^lly  explain  the  fa<5t 
Already  tnention/sd,  which  unhap- 
pily appears  cxtraorcHnary  to  ^u^ 
ropeans,  that  no  l^}e^Gles  of  dif- 
trei^  are  feesi  to  excite  the  compafr 
lion,  and  imploxe  the  cafual  charitv 
oi  iudividuais.     It  is  to  be  add^d^ 
that  this  circumilance  is  not  owine 
to  the  number  of  inflitutions  of 
public  benevolence.    The  wifli,  in^ 
deed,  of  the  Ferfian  monarch  is  not 
realized  in  China,  that  none  ihoul^ 
be  in  want  of  the  fuccour  admiuif" 
tercd  in  hofpitals;  but  thofe  efta^ 
blifhments  are  rendered  little  ne^ 
cei&ry,  where  the  link  which  unites 
;dli  the  branches  of  a  family ,  brings 


aid  to  the  fuiFering  part  of  St  with»' 
out  delay,  and  without  humiliation^  - 

The  prefents  and  heavy  baggage 
of  the  embal^  were  to  be  conveyed 
beyond  Pekiti  to  the  Emperor's  au- 
tumnal palace.  On  calculating  the 
means  neceflary  to  this  end,  the 
mandarins  ordered  ninety  fmalt 
waggons,  forty  fntall  hand-carts,  or 
barrows,  20a  horfes,  jind  3000  la* 
bourin^;  men  to  ferve  indifferent' 
capacities,  befides  thofe  modes  of 
conveyance  which  were  neceflary' 
for  themfelyiesand  their  attendants^ ' 
The  road  forms  a  magnificent  ave^ 
nue  to  Piekin;  and  the  central  jpart 
of  it,  to  the  breadth  of  twenty  mU 
is  paved  with  fla^  of  granite. 

Pekin    exhibited,    on  the  en« 
trance  into  it,  an  appearance  con- 
trary to  that  of  European  cities,  in 
which  the  (hreets  are  often  fo  nar-*- 
row,  and  the  houfes  fo  lofiy,  that 
from  one  extremity  of  a  ibect  the 
houfes  appear  at  the  other  to  be 
leaning  towards  and  clofing  upon  • 
e^h  other.      Here    few    of   the 
houfes  were  higher  than  one  ftory  ; 
none  more  than  two;  while  the' 
width  of  the  fb-eet  which  divided' 
them  was  confiderabiy  above  one^ 
hundred  feet*    {t  w^  airy,  g^y, 
jmd  lightfome. 

The  firft  ftrect  extended  fn  a. 
line  diredly  to  the  weilwani,  until 
it  was  interrupted  hy  the  eaftera^ 
wall  of  the  im{>erial  pahoe,  called 
the  yellow  wall,  from  the  colour  of 
the  fmail  roof  of  v^trmihed  tiles 
with  which  the  top  of  it  is  covered. 
Varioiis  public  buildings  feen  at  the 
fame  time,  and  confidered  asbe*^ 
longing  to  the  Emperor,  were  co* 
ver^  in  the  fame  manner.  Thofo*' 
roof^,  uninterrupted  by  chimnies^^ 
and  indefiied  in  the  fides  and  ridges' 
into  gentle  ciuves,  with  an  efl^ifb' 
qiore  pleafing  tt^m  would-be  pro* 
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d^o^ii  hy  long  (Ini^ht  Ijncs;  yfctn 
adorned  with  a  variety  pf  figiH"es^ 
cither  in  imitatlQii  of  real  ol^e<fb, 
qr  ^o/e  commouly  a$  n»erc  worics, 
q£  fancy ;  the  whol^  iliioing  Uke 
gold  imder  a  brilliant  Ain»  ixnm^i-* 
aldy  caught  the^cy^  y/ilh  an  ap- 
pearance of  grandeur  in  that  part 
of  buildings  where  it  va3.90t  accuf- 
toQied  to  be  (bpght  fon.  iipmenfb 
magazines  of  rice  were  A^en  near, 
the  gate  :-r-and  looking  from  it;  to 
tl)e  kft,  along  the  cily-wall,  was 
perceived  an  elevated  edifice,  de- 
fciibcd  as  an  obfcrvaiony  erefted^ 
19  the  formcT  dyoafrv.)  by  the  Em- 
pcroc  Yoflg-loo,  to  whom  the  chief 
enibclliihtacnts  of  Pekinare  faid  to 
be  o"vving. 

In  Iront  of  moft  o£  the  .hoiafes 
in  this  main-ilrect  were  fbops  paint- 
ed, gilt,  and  dv coratcd  like  thofe  of 
Tonj^-choo-foo,  but  in  a  grander 
ilyle.  Over  feme  of  them  were 
bioad  terraces,  covert'd  with  fhrubs 
and  flowers*  Before  the  doors  fe- 
deral lanterns  were  hiingy  of  horn, 
rvuGin,  iilk,  and  paprr,  fixed  to 
framtts  :  in  varying;  the  form  of- 
Hiiich  the  Chiiiefc  feemed  to  have 
exercifed  their  fancy  to  the  iitrncft. 
Qutlidethc  lliofs,  as  veil  a:  within 
tlicni,  wa«;  difpla;,ed  a  variety  of 
goods  for  falc. 

'  Several  circiimf^aaces  irdcpen- 
dicntly  of  tiie  arrival  of  ftran5;ers, 
contiibuted  to  throng  fo.  wide  ^ 
ftrect. .  A  proccllion  was  moving, 
tow.ards  the  gate,  in  which  the 
white,  or  hriual  colour,  accortling- 
to  Kuropean  ideas,  of  the  pcrfons 
who  formed  it,  fccmed  at  firft  to 
annctirsce  a  niarriagCi- ceremony; 
hut  the  arpt'arar.v'^e  of  voung  men 
Qv«rwht'lmcd  with  grief,  ihcwed  it 
tp  be  a  funeral,  much  more  indeed 
than  the  norfe  ilfclf,  which  was  con- 
tiiincxi  ai.a  handibme  fquare  caiie, 


(H9fdfl4  with  a  emefiy^  pab^f *f 

gay  and  lively  colours,'  v^  r- 
ed^  by  ^aaciards  oi  varies:a  ^- 1 
Bd^hindr  k  wxre  fedafi  c^j5  ^ 
e/d  wilih  white clotk,  conrl  j 
f<^m^l^  relations  of  the  c^c^. 
thp  white  colour  denoti»g  :r. . 
na  the  a^iction  of  thcfe  w.  ->  ^ 
it,  is  feduioufly  svodded  bv  :...  . 
wifli  to  aiaaifeil  featinricnt: 
contrary   kind  :  it  is  tbcreiVr 
v<r  fe^o  in  the  ceremony  o:  - 
tiais  (met  foon  afterw:;irds;    - 
th^  lady    (as  yet  unfeen   r^ 
bridegroom)  is  carried  in  a  p 
ga^d)^  chair,  himg  rouiKi  vtu 
toons  of  artihcial  flovrcri,  aii 
lowed  by  relations,  aUendari'. ' 
fj^rvants,  bearing  the  parapr... 
lia,  being  the  only  porticjiz- 
with  a  daughter,  in  marrii^e.  " 
her  parents.     The  crowd  wii  r^  . 
Utile  increafed  by  themaiKiai' . 
rank  appearing  always  \vitar.^ 
rous:  attendants  ;  and*  &i}  mar; : 
circles  of  the  populace  round  z  ' 
tioaeers,  venders  of  jnedscinc,  :•  r 
tune- tellers,  fingers*  juggkn,  ir, 
ftorvr tollers,  beguiling  their  hr*' 
ers  of  a  few  of  their  dico,  or  c; 
per  money,  intended  pwbablv  i:: 
other  purpofes.    ^mong  ihc  Irori 
that  caught,  at  this  mooient  fi 
imagination,  the  embaify  was  Lt 
to  furnith  no  inconiidenble  ihi^. 
The  prefents  brought  by  it  to  l^ 
Emperor  were  ailerted  to  incii.K 
H'haicver  was  rare  in  other  ccLr- 
tries,  or  not  known  before  to  (l: 
Chinefc  Of  the  animak  that  wr^ 
brought,  it  was  gravely  mcaiic-J 
tha^  there  was  an  elephant  of  iriC 
fize  of  a  monkey,  and  a»  £cice  ^'  i 
lion  ;  and  a  cock  thai  fed  on  ckt- 
coal.    Every  thing  was  foppouc  la 
vary  firom  what  hod  been  icca  b 
Pekin  before,  and  to  poiHs  q'jai- 
U^i  different  from  wnat  bad  bun 
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tbM  ^xj^ricnced  in  the  ftmc  iiib- 
ftaiicc^.  .  The  fight  of  the  ftranp;er» 
Wmgins  fuch  extraordinary  cunofi- 
tiBSf  difiurbed,  as  they  pailed  along, 
the  foveral  occupationft  of  the  peo- 
ple. They  preffcd  fonvards  in 
great  numbers.  Chinefe  foldiers, 
who  were  employed  like  conftables 
lo:  keep  them  off,  ufed  long  whips, 
with  which  they  feeincd  to  aim  at 
the  foremoft  rank  ;  but  with  a  mild* 
nefs;  wliich  difpofition  and  the 
long  habit  of  aulhority.  that  takes,- 
fometimes,  away  from  any  enjoy- 
ment in  exerting  it,  had  infpired. 
They  generatty,  in  fad^,  only  ftruck 
the  ground. 

As  foon  as  the  perfons  belong- 
ing to  the  emba^'  had  arrived  at 
tbe.eafiern  fide  of  the  yellow  wallj 
they  turned  along  it  to  the  right, 
and  fomid  on  its  northern  fide  much 
iefs  bulMc  than  in  the  former  fh-eet. 
Inftead  of  (hops,  all  were  private 
iioufes^  not  confpicuous  in  the 
front.  Before  each  houfe  was  a 
wall  or  curtain,  to  prevent  paficn" 
gers  from  feeins;  the  court  into 
which  fhe  ftreet-door  opened.  This 
-wM  is  called  the  Wall  oi  Refpea. 
A  halt  was  made  oppofite  the  tre- 
ble gatss,  which  are  nearly  in  the  • 
centre  of  this  northern  fide  of  the 
palace* wall.  It  appeared  to  indole 
a  large  oinBtity  of  ground.  It  was 
not  level,  like  all  the  lands  without 
the  wall :  lome  of  it  was  raifed  in- 
to hills  of  fteep  afoent :  the  earth 
taken  ta  form  them^left  broad  and 
deep  hollows,  now  filled  with  wa- 
ter. Out  of  thefe  artificial  lakei, 
of  wfaioh  the  margbis  were,  drverfi- 
fied  and  irregular,  fmall  iilands  ^ofe 
'with'  a  Tariet}*  of  fanciful  ediifices, 
interfpeirfed  with  trees.  On  the 
hills  of  different  heights  the  prin- 
cipal palaces  for  the  Emperor  were 
ereded;-    T(ie  whole  haa  fomewhat 


the  appearance  of  .enchlmimcnt. 
On  the  lummit  of  the  higheft  emi- 
nences were  lofty  trees  furroundin^ 
firnimer^houfes,  and  cabinets  con^ 
trived  for  retreat  and  pleafure. 
One  of  thefe  was  pointed  out  a« 
the  laft  fliocking  fcene  ,of  the  exift:% 
ence  of  that  race  of  ejnperors  wha 
had  built  and  bc^autified  the  whole 
of  thi$  magnificen t  palace.  A  man, 
whom  fortune  feemed  for  a  while 
to  favour,  as  ifdeftinedto  become 
the  head  of  a  new  dynafty  in  Chi-» 
na,  availed  himfelf^  towards  the 
middle  of  the  laft  ceatur)*,  of  the 
wcaknefs  and  luxury  of  the  ^oxirt^ 
and  of  that  indolence  which,  more 
than  even  luxury,  had  brought  the 
former  dynafties  to  ruin.  With  an 
army  of  Chinefe,  firfl:  coU^cd  unr 
der  the  hope  of  bringing  about  bet- 
ter times,  and  kept  together  after- 
wards by  the  tempting  bait  of  plun- 
der, he  marched  to  the  gates  of  Pe- 
king The  ill-fated  monarch,  too 
(lightly  fupported,  and  pofief4d.of 
too  little  energy  to  refift ;  but  with 
fentimetats  too  elevated  to  brook 
iubmiffion  to  an  enemy  who  had 
been  his  fubje^,  and  determined  to 
fave  his  offspring  from  the  danger 
of  diihonour,  ibibbed  his  only 
daughter,  and  put  an  end  to  his  own 
life  with  a  cord,  in  one  of  thofe  edi- 
fices abovemehtioned,  which  had 
b^A  ere^ised  lor  far  other  purpofes. 
The  pktc  (No.  29)  inr  thefolio  vo- 
lume, is  a  view  of  the  mount  which 
was  the  fcene  of  this  melancholy 
event.  / 

The  route  was  continued  welh 
erly  through  tho  x:ity.  The  dwell- 
ing-houfe  of  fome  Rufiians  was 
pointed  out;  and  what  was  more 
fin^kr,  a  library  of  foreign  manu- 
icnpts^<one  of  which  was  faitt  to  be 
an  Arabic  o6py  of  t"he  Koran.  Some 
Mahomeians'werefeenydUUiigmiH- 
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cd  by  red  capi.  Among;  the  fpec- 
tators  of  the  novel  fight,  fome  wo- 
pen  were  obfenrcd.  The  graateft 
number  were  faid  to  be  natives  of 
Tartarr,  orofaTartarrace.  Their 
feet  were  rot  cramped,  like  thofe 
of  the  Chincfej  and  fheir  (hoes 
vith  broad  toej,  and  fol^s  above 
an  inch  in  thicknefs,  were  as 
ciumfv  as  thofe  of  the  original  Chi- 
nefe  ladies  were  diminutive,  A 
few  of  the  former  were  well  drcfT- 
cd,  with  delicate  features,  and  their 
complexions  heightened  by  the  aid 
of  art.  A  thick  p^tch  of  vermilion 
on  the  middle  of  the  lower  iip^ 
fcemed  to  be  a  favoiirile  mode  of 
tifing  paint.  Some  of  them  were 
iitt  ing  i  n  covered  carriages,  of  which, 
as  well  as  of  horfes,  there  are  feve- 
ral  to  be  found  for  hire  in  various 
parts  of  the  town.  A  few  of  the 
Tartar  ladies  were  on  horfebark, 
atrd  rode  aftridc,  like  men.  Tradcf- 
xncn  with  their  tools,  fearchlng  tor 
employment,  and  pedlais  offering 
their  wares  for  fale,  were  every* 
where  to  be  feen.  Several  of*  the 
llrccts  were  narrow,  and  at  the  en- 
trance of  them  gates  were  eroded, 
near  which  guards  were  ftationed,  it 
was  faid  to  quell  any  occafional  dif- 
turbahccs  in  the  neighbourhood. 
Thofe  gates  are  {hut  at  night,  and 
opened  only  in  cafes  of  exigence. 
The  train  <>f  the  embafl^  croflcd  a 
ftreet  wfeieh  extended  north  and 
fouth,  the  whole  length  of  the  Tar- 
tar city,  almoil  four  miles,  and  is 
interrupted  only  by  feveral  paioloos, 
ftr  triumphal  fabrics;  and  palling 
by  many  temples,  or  ether  capacioire 
buildings  and  magazines,  they  reach- 
f  d,  in  Jittlp  inore  than  two  hour^ 
from  their  entrance  on  the  caflern 
iide,  to  one  of  the  weilern  city  gates, 
pf  which  the  plale  (No  »)  of  the 
folio  voluiiie  is  a  view..  Near  this 


gate,  and  along  the  ontfide  of  die 
weftem  wail,  ran  the  fraall  H^vilct 
(here  widened  into  a  confiderable 
ditch)  which,  after  almoft  funroond- 
ing  Pekin,  nins  towards  Tong-choo- 
foo,  and  falls  into  the  Pei-ho.  The 
fuburb  beginning  at  this  weftem 
gate,  being  more  extenlive  than  that 
through  which  they  had  entered  in- 
to the  city,  took  to  traverie  it  up- 
wards of  twenty  mimites. 

Pekin  bears  not  in  fize  the  lame 
proportion  to  China  that  rooft  capi- 
tals do  to  their  refpcftivecoantiies. 
The  principal  part  of  it  is  called  the 
Tartar  city,  l>eing  laid  out  in  tlie 
thirteenth  century,  during  the  firft 
Tartar  dynafty.  It  has  the  form  of 
a  parallelogram,  the  four  walls  fac- 
ing the  four  cardinal  points;  inclnd- 
ing  an  area  of  fourteen  fqnare  miles^ 
in  the  centre  of  which  is  the  impe- 
rial palace,  occupying  at  Icaft  one 
fquafe  mile;  Tne  Tartar  city  is 
about  one«third  larger  than  lion- 
don ;  and  adjoinine  toit  is  another, 
called,  by  'way  or  diftinftion,  the 
phinefe  city,  including  within  its 
walls  a  fpace  of  nine  miles  fquaret 
but  only  a  fmall  part  of  tins  latter 
is  occupied  by  buildings.  Much 
of  it  is  in  cultivation ;  and  hither 
the  Emperor  repairs,  e^eiy  fpring, 
to  perform  the  exemplary  ceremo- 
ny of  directing  the  plonvh  with  his 
)own  hand  through  a  fmaU  field,  tiius 
doing  honour  to  the  profefiion  of 
the  hufbandm^.     '      •  ' 

In  China  ihete  ar^  properly  but 
three  clafies.  of  people  :  men  of  Iet-> 
ters,  froin  whom*  the  manda^ns  are 
feleffed ;  cultivators  of  the  grbundj 
and  m(K:hanics,  including  mer- 
chants. The  highefk  decrees  of 
literature  are  tonferred  m  the  ca- 
pital ;  and  among  liich  gniduafes 
the  principal  civil  offices  are  dt^ 
tribuied  by  the  Enipcror.  Tbe 
caodidatei 
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raiT^didates  for  fuch  degrees  are  thofo 
who  have  already  fuccccded  in  the 
provincial  cities ;  and  the  candidates 
for  degrees  in  the  latter  arc  thofe 
ivho  have  {\icceeded  in  the  inferior 
1  owns.     The  examinations  are  eve- 
rywhere carrJed  on  with  great  fo- 
lemnity  and  a^pparent  fairnefs.     A 
fuccefehil  competitor  is  always  re- 
warded by  offices  olf  dienity  propor- 
tional to  that  of  the  clafs  in  wnich 
his  fuccefs  has  been  attained.     Mi- 
litary rank  is  Kkewife  given  to  thofe 
who  are  found,  on  competition,  to 
excel  in  the  military  art  and  in  M'ar- 
like  exercifes.    The  fupreme  coun- 
/clls  of  ilate  are  always  held  in  the 
capital:    which,  according  t6  the 
beft  information  given  to  the  em- 
bafly,  contains  about  three  millions 
of  inhabitants.    The  low  houfes  of 
Pekin  feem  fcarce^y  fufficicnt  for 
So  vafl  a  population  ;  but  in  thofe 
iioufes  there  are    no    fuperfluous 
apartments.     A  Chinefe  dwelling 
is  generally  furroundcd  by  a  walK 
fit  or  fcven  feet  high ;  and  within 
this  inclofure  a  whole  family  of 
three  generations,  with  their  refpec- 
tive  wives  and  children,  will  fre- 
quently be  found.    One  fmal!  room 
is  made  to  ferve  for  thelndividuals 
of  each  branch  of  the  family,  fleep- 
iJig  ir;  different  beds,  divided  only 
by  mats  hanging  from  the  ceiling. 
One  common  room  is  ufed  for  eat- 
ing.—With  the  poor,  marriage  i^  a 
meafure  of  prudence,  becanfe  the 
children  are  bound  to  maintain  their 
parents-,  and,  to  corroborate  filial 
obedience,  the  laws  of  the  empire 
leave    a  man's  plftpring   entirely 
'within  his  power. 

The  embalTy  left  Pekin  on  the 
9d  of  September,  1793,  Lord  Ma- 
pa'-tney  travelling  in  an  £ngti(h 
^oil-chaife,  which  was  probably  the 
wft  tM  ^v^i  roll^  Oft  the  roAd  to 


Tartarv,  and"  which  was  drawn  by  • 
four  'taftar  horfes,  conduced  by  ' 
two  perfons  of  his  Excellency'9  * 
guard,  who  had  formerly  been  ac-  * 
cuftomed  to  that  occupation.    He  ' 
took  occafionally  fome  of  the  man^  . 
darins  into  his  carriage,  who  were 
at  firfi  fomewhat  flartted,  fearing 
left  it  ihould  overturn ;  but,  being 
afTured  of  its  perfect  fafety,  thev 
became  inexpreffibly  delighted  with 
its  eaiinefs,  tightnels,  and  i^pidity. ' 
About  twenty  miles  from  the  capi* 
tal,  the  country  towards  Tartary  be* 
gan  to  rife.    A  few  miles  farther 
on,  the  travellers  flopped  for  the 
day  at  one  of  the  Emperor's  palaces» 
furrounded  with  a  park  and  plea- 
fure-grounds.    Beyond  it,  fome  of 
the  rifiiig  hills  were  planted,  and 
fome  lert  naked.     The  di&rent 
obje^  feemed  in  their  natural  fbte,  • 
and  as  if  affembled  here  only  by  a 
fortunate  chance :  for  a  Chinefe 
gardener  is  the  £uthful  painter  of  * 
nature.    In  the  progrefs  of  the  third " 
day's  journey,  the  population  feem-  • 
ed  condderably   to  diminifh;  and 
on  the  morning  of  the  fourth,  a  pro«b 
minent  line  was  defcricd,  which,  on^ 
a  nearer  furvey,  aifumed  its  real- 
form  of  a  wall  with  battlements. 
This  was  the  famous  wall  of  China^ 
which  is  not  fo  remarkable  for  its 
antiquity,  remounting  to  three  cen- 
turies beyond  the  Chriftian  era,  nor 
for  its  extent  of  1500  miles,  as  for 
the  wonderful  appearance  of  the 
mountains  over  which  it  is  carriod, 
and  which  are  apparently  inacccffi« 
blc. 

As  the  travellers  advanced  inter 
Tartarv,  the  roads  became  more 
ntggeOf  the  mountains  iefs  richly, 
clothed,  and  the  trees  (befides  di/- 
ferent  forts  of  pines  of  no  great  fize) 
were  chiefly  fhinted  oaks,  afpin^ 
elni|  hazel,  and  walnut-rtrees  dimi* 
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piAed  tty  tbc  fize  of  flmlbft.    Dor- 
iHj^l'Jt  fevcRtii  a;)d  I21A  ci^^'s  jour- 
iH^y^  tii$.n}oUi|taiu&,  receding  a  liU 
tic  from  '^ch  otber,'opeaed  to  the 
yjtH  olilckCi  traydlew  the  valley  of 
"ZMc-hoL..  Hexc  his  Iniperisl  Ma- 
jcftv  retires  .in  fwmjfner.  finwJi  his 
Cittxmfc  ddminionsy  to  a  paiace  and 
p{caf«ie-gr6iind^ ;  the  former  call- 
ed the  Seat  at  grateful  codlaefs^  and 
the  latlerthe  Garden  of  inmtmera- 
ble  trees.    Theroid  neartoZhe- 
helnpcrcepttbk  from  an^mimsnce 
in  tii&EcfqKfQC's  gardens ;  and  from 
that  fpat^«s  was  aftorvi-ard  learnt, 
balraf>erbd  Ma^fty  bad  the  curio- 
ii|T  to  Ticw  the  proceffioaof  the 
cnbaflv.    It  wu  received  with  mi* 
Iftarf  fadnours.  amid  a  crowd   of 
l]le^ators  on  horfeback  and  on  foot. 
Tisc  fmit  ©^edifices  deftined  for  the 
cpibafly  vas  fitualcd  on  the  gentle 
flcpe  of  a )  hill,  at  the  fouthern  cx- 
tpcmity' ©fr the  .'town  of  Zhe-hol. 
Od  this' oortii. fide  of'tliat  town, 
^oiudif  cacept  the  houfes  of  manda- 
rioa,,  GoiD^fbd  of  inilerabie  hoveie,' 
tbe  inppcrial  ^ardftns,  the  places, 
wbA  the  'temples,  di^playeci  much 
gmidtat  ^  .n3hgni/icer«re  and  wretch- 
edosfs'^kanv  na  medium. .     Tiro 
Tsatuiniihi  <}f  rank  waited  on  the 
^mhaffatdtir  foon  after  his  arrivaf^ 
viih  4)oinpunMU3t6  from  his  Impc^- 
ihl  MapeUy,  and  from  the  Coiao,. 
nr  fifik  vjuiiktcr,  -  'V\it  amba^dor 
hein^  i^difpclk^J,  iSit*  (1.  Staunton, 
s  Mfaiiiier.'  Pienipoientiary  in  his.' 
abfenoe^xreitted  oti  thcC'alao^whom 
lie  ioaod  ii^  •&*  isnail  apitm/mt  .nf 
the  imperial  palace,   ftatcd   on»a 
yS^ofm^covered  with  fiik,  b^ween 
t«ro Chinefe  dnd  two  Taitar  man-* 
d^nGiof  Ihite'. '  'A  chair  was  b^nghti 
fcrthe-fcnglfihminiftcirl..*  The  Co- 
Mm  de«nixi«^  ^ihe  objc^  of  t^e* 
En^iili  einbaiflbf  Ufhttl/demaad-iragf 
eafiiy  faliiiled  .by'dcli«6rjiipj;.to  ^linu 
4.'      ..I 


a  copy  of-^hb  Majefty's  letter  to  the 
Emperor,  in  Chinefc.    Difficulties 
^aroie  about  the  ceremony  of  intro*» 
du^lion  to  the  Emperor,  which  mete 
.  probably  heighteued  by  the  Vice- 
roy of  Canton,  an  enemy  to  the 
Engliflif  and  who  was  now  come  to 
court ;  and  aifp  by  ^^  Tartar  Le- 
gate, who  fron\  the  be^ning  had 
attended  the  ambailada'y  and  who 
from   prejudice  and    intereft  had 
been  hoftile  to    his  views.       In- 
ftcad  of  the  fctvile  ceremony  of 
priyflration,  it  was  finally  fettled 
that  the  ^mjperor  fhould  be  fatisfi- 
ed  with  the  tame  form  of  refpedfol 
obeifanoe  from  the  £ngli£ii  which 
they  were  accuAomed  to  pay  to 
their  own  fovereign.     It  was  whif- 
pered  that  the^go^  fenfe  and  libe- 
rality of  the  Enftpcror  himieif  ren- 
dered hi«fi  much  HKM'e  inclined  than 
any  of  his  advifers  to  difpenfe  with 
a  formality  froiTi  which  00  deviation 
liad  ever  been  before  made,  even  in 
a  fingle  iui^ance.    This  was  a  tri« 
umph  for  the  emb^fly :  and  it  con- 
firmed the  concluiion  that  the  mere 
pleas  of  cullom,   however  iifually 
and  ftrongly  urged  by  the  Chinefei 
would  not  always  fiand  again^  rea^ 
fon,  accpntpanied  by  temper  and 
perfevcrimce.    The  J44h  of  Sep- 
teinber  was  fixed  for  the  reception 
of  the  British  embafly. 

On  the  day  of  the  amba£6dor*s 
prefentation  .to  the  EiBDeror,  moil 
of  his  family  attended.  No  niarked 
preference  .was  perceptible,  or  ex- 
ftaordinary  refpeft  flietvn  tQ  any  of 
them  above  the  refl.  Onthatnmn- 
ing  the  ambadador  and  gentlemen 
of  the  embaffy  went  before  day- 
light, afi  was  Xnnbitnced  to  be^  prb* 
pe^,  toHht  gardqn  of  the  p^ace  of 
Zh^-hol. . .  Xn  rtluMniddle  of  the  gar- 
den wa!$  a-^oioiis  and  miignificcnl; 
tent;,>iiipf9MiriBd  brlgti(ted>.<m|i9iiitii 
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«4  a©4  wniflicdjfullars.    The  can- 
-Vas  or  which  it  was  compofcd  did 
not  follow  the  obliquity  oj  the  cords 
klong  their  whok  length  'to  the  peg?. 
'faftened  in  the  crouxid ;  but  about 
ihidway  was  fuSered  to  hang  pen- 
pendicukriy  down,  ivhile  the  up-. 
p«r'  part  of  the  canvas  conftituted 
the   roof.      Within  the  tent  wa» 
.t>laced  a  throne,  fuch  as  has  beeii 
defcribcd  in  a  former  chapter,  with 
window$^  iii  the  fides  of  the  tent,  to 
tlvow  light  particularly  upon  that 
part  of;  it,     Oppofite  to  the  throne 
was  a  wide  opening,  from  whence  a 
yellow  ^f  tent  projefted  to  a  confi- 
dcrsible  diilance.    The  furniture  of 
of  the  tent  w;is  elegant,  without 
glitter  or  aJffc£ked  cmbelliftixnent?. 
Several  fmall   round    tents   w£re 
pitched  in  front,  and  one  of  an  ob- 
long   form    immediately    behind., 
The  latter  was  intended  for  the- 
Emperor^  in  cafe  he  fhould  choofe 
io  retire  to  it  from  his  throne.    It 
had  a  fopha  or  bed  at  one  extremi- 
ty.   Tha  remainder  was  ador^eid 
with  a  variety  of  mufquets  and  fa- 
l^res,.  European  and  AjGatic.     Qf 
the  fmall  tents  in  front,  one  was  .fan 
ihe  ufe  (»f  the  embafly  while  it  was 
In  waiting  for  the  Emperor.     Some 
of  the  others  were  deflined,  in  the 
fame  manner,  for  the  feveral  tribu- 
tary princes  of  l!artary,  and  dele- 
gates from  other  tributary  flates, 
who  werje  aHcmbled  at  Zhe-hol  on 
the  otcafion  of  the  Emperor's  birth- 
day 'j  and  vi.ho  attended,   on  this 
day,  tog^cc  the.  reception  of  tlie 
Englilli  ainbaflador.  Some  tents  al- 
fo  were,  intendiid    for.  the    male 
iranches  of  the  Emperor's  family^ 
and-  the  principal  officers  of  (late. 
In  the  great  tent^  his. Imperial  Ma? 
jcdy  was  to  receive-,  featcd  on  his 
throne,  as  a  particular  diflindion, 
llw  delegate  fro^i  the  King  of  Great 
B^ritiin. 


Soon  after  day-%kt .  th^  foDnd  of: 
f)c.ven^linilrume&t£,^4  the  gonfizf-r' 
cd  voices  of  mv^»^  ^  diftance,  anr/ 
i>ounced  the£asperQr'6|({^oadbbr 
He  foon  appeared ,  from  behind  & 
hi^h  and  perpendicular  AK^pQtain^ 
fkirtcd  with  tree^,  as  if  .firoipva  (a.^ 
cred  grove,  preceded  by-%  numbee 
of  p^rfons.ouii^  in  pr^ciamuof 
aloud  his  virtues  aod  bi^  p9wer« 
Hjf?  was  feated.m.a  fort  of  opeit 
chair^  or  tidumpbal  car,  borne  i^ 
fixteen  men ;  and  was  accompiuiidi 
and  followed  by  guards,  officerv  o€ 
the  houfehoid,  high  Bag  ^nd  umi- 
hfeVsi  bearers,  and  mufic.  His  ap- 
proach to  tl^  if^nt  <i{  ^diencjc  k 
delineated  in  iiiQ25\h  plaice  of  tl]bq 
folio  volume.  He  wa3  filt^  in  pkiiv 
dark  iilk,  with  a  vqIvc^  bona«t,  i» 
form  not  much  different  from  the 
bonnet  of  Scotch  HigbUodejrs ;  osf 
the  front  of  it  was  placed  a  hrg9 
pf^arl^  which  was  the  oiUy  jewd  or 
ornament  he  appeared  to  kavc  about 
few.  .         ) 

.  On  his  entrance  into  the  tent  In 
iQOuoted  immediately  the  throne  bjr 
thjB  front  fteps,  coniecrated  to  h» 
^e  alone.  Ho^boong-tauag,  ani 
two  of  the  principal  perfons  of  iud 
houfehoid,  were  dole  to  him,  and 
always  fpoke  to  him  npon  thciii 
knees.  The  princes  otf  lus  fami^^' 
the  tributaries  and  great  officers  o^ 
flate  being  already  arranged  in  theic 
refpe(5iiye  places  in  the  .tent,  tht^ 
prefident  of  the  tribunal  of  jitea 
condudied  tbe  AmbaiTador,  who  watt 
attended  by  his  page  and  Chinefi 
interpreter,  and  accompanied  by' 
the  Minifler  Plenipotentiary,  neav 
to  the  foot  of  the  throne,  on  the 
left  hand  fide,  which,  according  to 
the  uiages  of  Chma;^^  fo  often  ths 
rcrerfe  of  thofe  of  Europe,  is  a&- 
CDunted  the  place  of  honour.  Tfa« 
pthet  gentlemen,  of.  the  embaiiy^ 
together  with  a  great  number  of 
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mandarins  and  officers  of  infrrior 
dignity,  ftood  at  the  great  opening 
of  the  teat,  from  whence  mod  of 
file  ceremonies  thai  pailed  within 
could  be  obfervcd. 

His  Excellency  'was  habited  in  a 
fichly  embroidered  fuit  of  vclref,- 
adorned  with  a  diamond  badge  and 
ftar,  of  the  Order  of  the  Bath.  Over 
the  fnit  he  wore  a  long  mantle  of 
the  fame  order,  fufficiently  ample 
to  cover  the  rm>bs  of  the  wearer. 
An  attention  to  Chinefe  ideas  and 
manners  rendered  the  choice  in 
drefb  of  fome  importance  ;  and  ac- 
counts for  this  mention  ot  it.    The 
particular  regard,  in  every  inftance, 
paid  by  that  nation  to  exterior  ap* 
pcaranccs,  aifefh  even  the  fyfteni 
of  th«r  apparel,  which  is  calculated 
to  infpire  gravity  and  relcn'e.   For 
this  purpofe,  they  ufc  forms  the 
mod  diftanl  from  thofe  which  dif- 
cover  the  naked  figure.     Indeed, 
amoAg  the  mod  favage  people,  few 
or  none  arc  to  be  found  to  whom 
an  interior  fcntiment,  unconnefhsd 
with  any  caution  agaiiift  inclemen- 
cy of  weather,  docs  not  fuggeft  the 
prof>riety  of  covering  feme  portion 
©f  the  human  frame.     This  fenti- 
menl,  to  which  is  given  the  namo 
of  decency,  as  pointing  out  what  is 
becoming  to  do,  incrcafes  generally 
with  the  progrefs  of  civilization  and 
refinement  J  and  is  carried  nowhere 
perhaps  fo  far  as  amor^g  the  Chi- 
m^fe,  who  hide,  for  the  mod  part  in 
their  loofc  and  flowing  robes,  the 
bulk  aud  form  of  their  limbs.     In 
'this  reipeel  there  is  frarccly  any 
dift'ercncc  bctweeit.  the  drcfes  of 
the  two  fexes.     Kven  the  imitation 
bv  ■  art  of  the  human  figure,  cither 
naked  or  covered  o.ily  with  fuch 
vclhnents  as  follow  and  difplay  the 
contour  of  the  body,  is  offcnfive  to 
Chincfc  dclicacv ;  a  delicar y  which 


has  retarded  theprogrcfs  of  p&int- 
ing  and  fculpturc,  as  fkr  at  lead  as 
relates  to  fuch  fubje^  in  that  coun- 
try. It  has  alfo  led  to  the  obliga- 
tion impofed  upon  the  ralfiionaries 
to  adopt  the  drefs  of  the  naiivcs,  aj 
being  more  chade  and  decent  than 
the  clofc  and  diort  clolhes  of  mo* 
dern  Europe. 

The  broad  mantle  which,  as  a 
Knight  of  the  Bath,  the  Amballador 
'\it'as  entitled  to  wear,  was  fomewhsl 
Upon  the  plan  of  drefs  mod  plcaf- 
ing  to   the  Chinefe.       Upon  the 
fame  principle,  the  Minider  Pleni- 
potentiary, who  being  an  Honorary 
Do(F^or  tof  Laws  of  the  University 
of  Oxford,  wore  the  fcarlet  gown 
of  that  degree,  which  happened  al- 
fo to  be  Uiitable  in  a  government 
where  degrees  in  learning  lead  to 
every  kind   of  political    lituation. 
The'  AmbafTador,  indru<fte,d  by  the 
prefident  of  the  tribunal  of  rites, 
held  the  laree  and  magnificent  fqnare 
box  of  gold,  adorned  with  jewels, 
fn  which  was  inclofed  his  Majedy's 
letter  to  the  Emperor,  between  both 
.  hands  lifted  above  his  head  ;  and  in 
that  manner  afcendcd  the  few  deps 
that  led  to  the  throne,  and  bending 
on  one  knee,  prefented  the  bo>L, 
with  a  (liort  add-efs,  to  his  Impe- 
rial Majcdy;  who,  gracionfly  re- 
ceiving the  fame  with    his    own 
hands,  placed  it  by  his  fide,  and  ex- 
prefTed  the  fatisftiftion  he  felt  at 
(he  tcftimony  which  his  Britannic 
Majedy  gave'  to  him  of  his  edeera 
and  good-will,  in  fending  him  an 
embaflfy,  with  a  letter,  and  rare  pre- 
feiits ;  that  he,  on  his  part,  enter- 
tained fentiments  of  the  fame  kind 
towards  the  fovereign  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  hoped  that  harmony  fhould 
always  be  maintained  among  their 
refpec^ive  fubjech. 
'fhis  mode  of  reception  of  the 
rcprc- 
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Jtprefent^ivc  ofthe  King  of  Great 
Britain,  was  confidered  by  theChi- 
Qefe  court  as  particularly  honoura- 
ble and  dlflinguifhed :  amballadors 
being  feldom  received  by  the  Em-, 
peror  on  his  throne,  or  their  cre- 
dentials delivered  by  them  into  his 
own  hands,  but  into  that  of  one  of 
his  courtiers.  Thefe  diftiniftions, 
fo  little  material  in  themfelves, 
were  however  under  flood  by  this 
refined  people  as  (ignificant  of  a 
change  in  the  opinions  of  their  go- 
vcrpment  in  rcfpcifl  to  the  Englifli; 
and  made  a  favourable  imprei£on 
on  their  minds. 

His  Imperial  Majefty,  after  a  lit- 
tle rhore  converfation  with  the  am- 
baflador,  gave,  as  the  firft  prefent 
from  him  to  his  Imperial  Majefty,  a 
gem,  or  precious  (lone,  as  it  was 
(Called  by  the  Chinefe,  and  account- 
rd  by  them  of  high  value.  It  was 
upwards  of  a  foot  in  length,  and 
curioufly  carved  into  a  form  in- 
tended to  refemble  a  fceptre, 
'  fucli  as  is  always  placed  on  the 
Imperial  throne,  and  confidcrcd 
as  emblematic  of  profperity  and 
peace. 

The  Chinefe  etiquette  requiring 
that  Imballador^  ilioMld,  befidcb  the 
prefents  brought  in  the  lAame  of  the 
fovereign,  offer  others  on  their  own 
^art,  his  Kxcellency  and  the  Minif- 
tpr,  or,  ai  the  Chinefe  called  him, 
inferior  ambafliidor,  refpet^fully 
prefented  thi'irb ;  which  his  Impe- 
.rial  Miijefty  condcfccnded  to  re- 
ceive, and  i^avc  In  return  others  to 
them.  Thole  prefents  were  pro- 
bably, on  both  lidcs,  lefs  valuable 
in  the  ellimation  of  the  receivers 
than  in  that  of  the  donors ;  but 
were  mutually  acceptable,  upon  the 
conlideration'  of  being  tokens  of 
/efj-eifk  on  the  one*  part,  and  of  fa- 
^your  and  good-will  upon  the  other. 

During  five  ceremonies,  his  Im- 


perial Majefty  appeared  pcrfeftly 
unrcfervcd,  cheenul,  and  unaflFed- 
ed. — ^The  frontifpiece  to  the  firfl 
Toiumc  of  this  work,  is  a  portrait 
of  him,,  from  a  drawing  by  Mr. 
Alexander,  one  of  the  draughtfinca 
to  the  cmbafly.  It  was  made  un- 
der unfevourable  circumftanccs  * 
yet  the  perfon,  drefs,  and  manner, 
are  pcrfeftly  like  the  original ;  but 
the  features  ofthe  face,  wliich  were 
taken  by  ftcalth,  and  at  a  glance, 
bearalelsftrongrefemWancc.  Tliis, 
of  all  the  drawings  made  by  Mr: 
Alexander  throughout  the  route, 
the  gentlemen  of  the  cmbafl)%  who 
had  an  opportunity  of  comparing 
them  with  the  origiiials,  thought 
the  (ft\\y  one  Which  vr^s  dcfc^vcl 
To  the  fecility  and  truth  with  which 
he  caught  with  his  pencil  the  moft 
ftriking  obje^,  and  c^ume  of  the 
country,  as  the  embaflly  paiTed  xz> 
pidly  along,  this  work  is  principally 
indebted  for  the  ornamental  part  of 
it,  in  which  every  plate  is  a  faithful 
copy  after  nature. 

To  render  the  portrait  of  his  Im^ 
nerial  Majcfly  more  corrcA,  it  might 
have  been  proper  to  draw  the  e)-c 
more  full  and  clear,  and  the  coun* 
tenance  more  open  and  cheei-fiiL 
Such  at  Icaft  it  was  during  the  in» 
terview  with  the  Ambaflador,  which 
was  lengthened  by  interpreting 
whatever  was  faid  by  eitber  partv. 

His  Irtlpcrial  Ma/cfty,  adverting 
to  the  mconvenience'ariiing  from 
/uch  a  circurollance,  inquired  from 
Ho-choong-taung,  whether  any 
perfon  of  the  emhafly  underftood 
the  Chinefe  language;  and  bcin^ 
informed  that  the  ambaflador*snage; 
a  boy  then  in  his  thirteenth  year^ 
bad  alone  made  fomc  proficiency 
in  it,  the  Emperor  had  the  curiofity 
to  have  the  youth  brought  up  to  the 
throne,  and  deiircd  him  to  fneak 
€hincfe.    Either  what  he  faw,"  «r 

his 
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Vis  nrc'ddl  axuntepance,  or  manner^ 
wus  fo  pleafing  to  his  Imperial  Ma- 
icr.>\  iLat  be  tooX  from  his  girdle  a 
puric,  hanging  from  it  for  hold- 
ing ,arcca  nut,,  and  prcfenicd  it  to 
him. 

Throughout  fhe  day,  the  Empe- 
for's  att cation  to  his  European 
guefts  did  not  abate.  A  Jwjoquet 
being  fervtd,  he  fcnt  to  them  {cvq- 
ral  diilids  froiu  his  ewn  table.  Soon 
iiftcr  the  Ambaflador*s  return,  he 
teccived  from  the  Emperor  pre- 
£ents  of  dU^s,  porcelaine,  and  tea, 
for  himfclf  and  all  the  gentlemen 
qF his  fuite,  TliC  next  example  of 
tivility  Avas  an  invitation  to  his  Ex- 
cellency and  his  fuitq  to  fee  the 
pleafure^ground^  of  Zhe-hol.  The 
appointment  "of  any  courtier  of 
rank  to  atlcmd  the  Ambailador  in 
his  tour  might  have  appeared  a  fiif- 
£ciept  honour:  but  his  Excellency 
was  not  a  little  furprifcd  when  he 
found  tljat.thp  prime  miniflcr  him- 
Telf  had  been  ordered  lo  give  up 
forae.j>Qrlion.af  his  time  from  the 
calls  of  governn?cnt,  to  accompany 
a  Granger  ia  a  tour  of  plcafure  and 
4nJrioiitV4  The  groundb  of  Zhe- 
iol  included  the  utmoft  variety  of 
ifurface  ;  ToDfic  parts  bearing  the 
hardy  oaks  of  northern  hills,  and 
others  the  tender  plants  of  fouthcrn 
Vallics.  The  whok*  fcenied  calcu- 
iatod  to  exhibit  the  ilriking  contrafl 
pf  mugged  wildnefs  and  oiltivatcd 
Xoftnel?."' 

The  return  of  the  embafl)'  is  faid 
•to  have  been  hailened  by  the  dcfire 
4)f  bringing  fafe  from  China,  under 
convoy  of  t}ie  Lion,  the  fleet  of  In« 
diamen,  which  was  endangered  by 
ihe  breaking  out  of  tlic  war  with 
.the  French  Republic.  With  this 
^urpofc,  the  following  obfervaiions, 
Juggefted  by  a  friendly  pcrfon  who 
wai>  thoroughly  act^uainted  with  tlio 


tdmt  of  Pckin,  powerfully  co-ope«^ 

rated. 

"  TheChincfe  hadilo  othet  idea 
6f  an ,  embarfy  than  that  of  a  VifiC 
With  prefents'  on  fome  folemd  fcf- 
tival,  and  to  lail.only  during  thd 
continuance  of  the  latter ;  that  ac- 
cordingly, of  the  many  emfealRe^ 
fent  to  them  in  fh^paft  and  prefent 
Century,  none  of  them  wfcre  fuffer- 
ed  to  pais  that  period ;  that  in  the 
prefent  reign  the  imbafEdor  of  th^ 
Portugueze,  the  moft  favoured  na* 
tion,  was  difmifltd  in  thirty -nine 
days ;  that  the  Chinefe  had  liltld 
notion  of  entering  into  treaties  witll 
foreign  countries;  but  whatever bu- 
fincfs  it  might  I^e  deiirable  to  tranf- 
a(5t  with  them,  mull,  after  a  favour- 
able foundation  for  it,  laid  by  thd 
compliment  of  an  embafly,  be  af* 
ier wards  profecuted  to  efftA  by 
flow  degrees  j  for  that  much  might 
be  obtained  from  tl:cm  by  time  and 
nranagement,  but  nothing  fudden- 
ly.  That  it  was  true  the  oppref- 
lions  by  the  inferior  officers  and 
others  who  had  to  deal  with  ftrang- 
crs  at  Canton,  had  been  augment- 
ing gradually;  and,-unlefs  curbed 
by  power,  mufl  in  the  courfe  of 
time  become  fo  heavy,  as  to  leave 
no  alternative  but  that  of  riving  up 
the  trade  entirely,  or  of  lending  at 
laftan  embafly  to  remonllratea^ainft 
them ;  that  tlie  fooner,  tharefore,  it 
had  been  undertaken,  the  belter; 
that  had  the  prefent  arrived  fooner, 
and  before  the  troubles  in  France 
had  indifpofed  the  Chinefe  miniftry 
and  tribunals  againft  the  finallefe 
innovation,  it  would  have  had  few- 
er difliculiies  to  encounter,  in  Ae 
outfet ;  but  that  the  prefent  mif- 
fion  had  made  fuch  an  imprcfli6n 
throughout  tlie  empire,  as  muft  1^' 
to  beneficial  confe'quences  in  favour 
of  the  Englifii,  notwithftanding  any 
toamciilaiy 
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momeQ^ary  obftru^ons ;  and  that 
henceforward  the  oppreffions  would 
at  le^ft  be  at  A  ftand  :  that  fuch  was 
the  nature  and  practice  of  the  Chi- 
nefe  government,  that  however  ad- 
verfc  in  the  beginning  to  any  new 
propofitions^  Icit  it  (iiould  be*fwr- 
prized  into  an  undue  conceflion  or 
improper  regulation,  the  fame  mat- 
ters might  be  brought  again,  when 
the  offenfive'novelty  of  the  idea  was 
over,  into  a  more  ferious  and  dif- 
paiiionate  confideration ;  that  this 
event  night  be  accelerated  by  the 
means  of  letters  fent  from  one  fo- 
vereign  to  the  other  by  the  annual 
iliips,  which  might  be  done  with- 
out impropriety,  now  that  the  com- 
municatiou  had  b^en  opened  be- 
tween them  in  a  fit  manner.  He 
concluded  by  adviting  againft  per- 
lifting  to  continue  any  longer  ae 
Pekiu.'* 

The  embafly  returned  to  England 
on  the  6th  of  September,  1794.,  hav- 
ing been  abfent  juft  two  years.  Of 
this  fpacc  of  time,  upwards  of  five 
months  were  fpent  in  China;  in 
which  country,  from  Zhe-hol  to 
Canton,  they  travelled  on  their  re- 
turn chiefly  by  canals,  nearly  thro' 
twenty  degrees  of  latitude. 

The  feveuth  chapter  contains  an 
account  of  the  rcfidence  of  the  em - 
baily  at  Canton  and  Macao;  and  it 
may  be  confidered  as  the  laft  that 
properly  appertains  to  China,  fince 
fhe  eighth  is  entirely  employed  in 
dcfcribing  the  return  homeward. 

The  firft  volume  is  embelliflK^d 
with  feven  engravings ;  and  the  fe- 
cond  with  twenty-erght;  bearing  a 
reference  chiefly  to  the  arts,  man- 
ners, and  mythology  of  the  Chi- 
nefe.  There  is  alfo  a  folio  volume 
of  plates  accompanying  the  text, 
which  are  forty-four  in  number; 
rcprcfentijig,  befidcs  fimilar  iubjeds 


with  thofe  exhibited  by  the  other 
engravings,  charts  of  the  coafts  and 
iflands  of  China,  with  tracks  of  the 
Ihips  from  England,  and  various 
views  of  the  interior  country  thro* 
which  the  erobafly  was  conduced. 
Three  of  them  peculiarly  attraded 
our  attention ;—  the  tower  of  the 
thundering  winds,  on  the  borders  of 
the  lake  Sce-Hoo  :  the  ^reat  wall 
of  China,  near  the  pafs  of  Cou-pe- 
koo;  of  which  wall  the  mafonry 
and  brick-work  in  the  towers  alone 
exceed  in  quantity  thofe  of  all  l^n- 
don :  and  thirdly,  the  fcoop- wheel 
of  China,  for  lifting  water  on  the 
banks  of  rivers,  for  agricultural  pur- 
pofes.  Thefe  wheels,  which  are 
very  common  in  the  fopthern  pro- 
vinces, are  made  entirely  of  bam- 
boo, are  put  together  without  a  nail, 
and  are  from  fifteen  to  forty  feet  in 
diameter.  A  wheel  forty  feet  in 
diameter  will  lift,  in  the  courfe  of 
twenty-four  hours,  nearly  feventy 
thoufand  gallons  of  water. 

The  volumes  want  an  alphabet!* 
cal  index. 


An  Account  tf  Roman  AntlquU'tes  Jifc&- 
ixred  at  fVootkhcJier^  near  Mincking- 
HamfitoUy  in  the  County  of  Glouce/ier^ 
By  Samuel  lyfons^  R  R.  S.  and  A.  S. 
Folio.    Price  10  Guineas.   1797. 

A  WANT  of  fuch  magnificent 
remains  of  Roman  arts  as 
thofe  which  enrich  the  fouthem 
regions  of  Europe,  has  confined,  in 
too  great  a  degree,  the  refearches  of 
the  Engliih  antiquary  to  the  much 
lefs  interefting  produAions  of  the 
darker  age ;  and  though  far  from 
depreciating  what  is  generally,  tho' 
improperly,  called  Gothic  architec- 
ture, yet,  from  an  aflociation  of  ideas 
connected  with  the  grandeur  of  the 
*  G  g  Roman 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


4*0      ANNUAL    REGISTER,    1797. 

Roman  name,  we  arc  irrefiflibly  led  ingbeen  of  Grecian  workmiL-: : 

to  contemplate  the  works  of  thofe  — The  moft  important  of  tner';; 

mailers  of  the  world  with  greater  mains   are  tlie  Moiaic  j^Tcrn 

curiofity  and  fatisfa6kion  than  can  which  are  well  preferi'eJ.     h 

be  excited  by  the  more  modern  fa-  difficult  lalk  for  us  to   give  ai:  -i^ 

brics  of  monkiih  ingenuity.     Am-  quate  idea  of  a  work  which,   ic 

phithcatres,aqueduds,  temples,  and  properly  appreciated,  req in rci :: 

triumphal  arches,  in  all  probability  feen: — the  Ictter-prcfD  is  juci,: 

decorated  this  ifland,  as  well  as  ma-  ly  confined  to  little  mare  than  i?  . 

ny  other  of  the  conquered  provin-  fentially  neccilary  to  ferve  ai»  jn  r 

ces;  and  we  have  only  to  lament  planation  of  the  plates  ,  but  li >. : 

that  they  no  longer  exift  to  claim  thor  has  introduced  into  his  n^ 

our  refpecl,  and  excite  our  admira-  a  variety  of  clallicalillufhation^r 

lion.     There  have  not  hitherto  been  Vitruvius,  Pliny,  and  other  wnt:^'. 

difcovered  more  perfe*5t  traces  of  a  which  fliewMr.  Lyfons's  exlc^:^  . 

Roman  dwcUing  than  this  fplendid  knov^  ledge  of  whatever  is  conrc^ 


volume  atfords  ;  and  the  public  are 
indebted  to  Mr.  Lyfons  for  the  ac- 
curacy and  induftry  of  his  invefti- 
gation,  as  well  as  for  the  peculiar 
excellence  of  the  plates  which  con- 


ed with  his  fubje<5l;  and  at  the  :c 
time  convey  to  the  readers  it. 
general  information  on  the  fut 
of  Roman  Architefturc ;  and  for  l. 
prefent  credit  of  the  country',  it  m^ 


ftitute  the  moft  important  part  of   with  truth  be  aflerted  that  no  ij  t: 


tJic  book,  and  which  were  chiefly 
executed  by  himfclf  from  the  plans 
he  iiad  made  on  the  fpot.  The 
work  con  fills  of  a  map  of  the  Ro- 
Bian  flat  ions,  roads,  and  buildings, 
within  fifteen  miles  of  Woodchcf- 
tcr, — three  views  of  Woodchefter 
and  the  adjacent  country, —  two 
plans  of  the  Kom:in  building  difco- 
vered at  Woodclieller,  —  fifteen 
roloured  plates,  or  fac  fin^.iles  of  the 
RIouic  pavements, — three  plates  of 
j>'r\n':  ?nd  fections  of  flues  and  hy- 
pocaufr.-*  for  warmin?  the  different 
apart mrnls, — tliree  piates,  contam- 
in^n  view  and  plans  and  fcc^'tions  of 
tie  fi;l)(lruc1:ure  of  a  laconclum,  or 
f»vtatinf^-room,of  Angular  con  ftruc- 
t:on  and  peiiccl  prLf^rvalion, — 
c'mUI  ulaJes  of  fiav^nients  of  co- 
liinuis,  ftucco,  pottery,  and  various 
utenfils  found  among  t';c  ruins,— 
fi;ur  j^ates  of  fragments  of  fmall 
Itutues  of  Parian  marble,  found  in- 
tlie  fame  pl:ue  ;  —  and  fome  of 
T\  hich  crrry  the  ?.p]"car::nce  of  hay- 


lar  remains  on  the  Continent  hr-t  I 
been  more  faithfully  or  more  t  -| 
gantly  delineated.  A  French  tmri-  j 
lation  ot  his  defcription  is  added  \r ! 
Mr,  Lyfons  : — and  a  work  that  dot^ 
fo  much  honour  to  our  natio::^]  ; 
tafte  and  fpirit,  will,  we  doubt  no\  I 
be  fufficiently  applauded  by  r^?  ■ 
artifts  and  virluoll  of  other  ecu;: 
tries. 


T/ie  State  (fihe  JW,  wr  an  Ihfun  /' ^ 
Labwring  Cltijfes in  Englami^f^cz  -^ 
Cmqueft  to  tkcftrcfent  Period;  in  ^h:i 
cue /lanicularly^wfijfred thcvr  Tkr-.i' 
tic  Economy  ivithrrjhe^  to  Dirt^  A^  , 
iv/r/,  am/  nahitation ;  and  t^  ^^'^ ' 
Flans  w/uchj  frcm  time  to  time^  hn* 
he  en  /trnficfed  and  aJo/ited  f^f  tki'  Hi- 
licfi^  the  Poor ;  togetha  witk  Pa'  ten:  u 
pe/iorts  ^lative  to  tht  Admirjtr^ts 
of  IVwhhmtfes  ^  and  Hoafa  ^'  /r^-  • 
tiy ;  the  Stmte  of  Ftieruify  SociftirJ  <^J 
etJur  Puhlic  In/iitutiaru  in  jcif^^ 
^fgrjcffliuralf  Cvmmoaal,  nmi  1/ •• 
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lay  before  liiem  accurate  details  re- 
fpedHng  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  la. 
Doijring  part  of  the  community,  as 
well  as  the  aftual  poor.    To  colIc6k' 
them,  however,  to  any  good  pur-" 
pofe    (though  to  thole  who  have 
given  fuch  an  undertaking,  but  a 
luperficial    confideration,    it    may- 
perhaps  feem  nothing  more  than, 
the  dating  cleariy,  plain,  and  ob- 
vious matters  of  fad)    was  by  no 
means  ealy.     Private  opinion  ahd 
paffions  will,  in  fpite  ot  us  all,  too 
often  interfere,  and  bias  and  influ- 
ence the  moft  honeft  and  intelligent 
mind  in  their  judgments  refpefiiiig 
even  matters  of  ikA.     Aware  ot 
this,  I  have  myfclf  a<ftually  vifited 
feveral  parifhes,  and  procured  on 
the  fpot    (from  pcrfons  the  leaft 
likely  to  be  miiinlormed,  ortomif- 
lead)  the  fubfta'nce  of  feveral  of  the 
reports  recorded   in    the    enfuing 
pages.     But  as  it  was  impoflible 
that  an  individual  T engaged  in  pro- 
feffional  avocations)  fliould  find  lei- 
fure  himfelf  to  vifit  as  many  dif- 
trials  as  were  neceflary  to  form  a 
complete  view  of  the  lubje<f^,  I  waa 
happy  to  find  it  in  my  power  to 
prevail  on  a  few  refpeiffable  clergy- 
men and  others  to  favour  me  with 
many  accurate,  and  I  truft  valuable 
communications.  To  other  pari  flies 
and  diftrids  not  thus  acceiTiblc  to 
me,    I  fent  a  remarkably  faithful 
and  intelligent    perfon,    who  has 
ipent  more  than  a  year  in  travelling 
from  place  to  place,  for  the  exprels 
purpofe  of  obtaining  exaA  infor-t 
mation,  agreeablv  to  a  fet  of  que- 
ries with  which  1  fumiflied  him ; 
and  that  my  obje^l  in  inflituttng 
thefe  inquiries,  as  well  as  the  pro- 
grefs  I  have  made  in  accompli  (hi ng 
It,  may  be  mof-e  obvious  to  thq 
reader,  a  copy  of  thefe  queries. is 
here  fubjolncd.*' 
H  h  Fa7'i//i 


tmfaHurmg  Diftriffs :  wiiA  a  large 
Afi/iendix^  amtaimng  a  Cwtharathx 
und  CItroMhgkal  laile  tf  the  Prices 
^  Laiottr^  ^  Prwifiotts^  ami  cf  other 
Commodities;  an  Account  rf the  Poor 
in  Scotland;  and  many  original  Docu- 
ments on  SuhjeHs  of  National  Im/iwt- 
ancej  hy  Sir  Frederic  Aforton  Eden^ 
Bart,  in  three  volumes  4to.  London^ 
1797. 

OF  this  excellent  and  intercft- 
ing  publication,  we  are  forry 
our  narrow  limits  will  not  permit 
us  to  give  fuch  a  detailed  account 
as  the  magnitude  and  importance 
of  the  fubjeft  juftly  demands.  Sir 
Frederic  Eden,  in  the  work  before 
us,  prefents  fuch  variety  of  ufieful 
information,  in  fo  elegant  and  per- 
fpicuous  a  manner,  as  to  blend 
amufement  with  inftni6tion,  and  to 
throw  much  additional  light  on  a 
fubjeft  fo  highly  interefting,  as 
well  to  the  hiftorian,  the  moialifl, 
and  the  ftatefman,  as  to  every  fin- 
cere  friend  and  well-wiflier  to  the 
profperity  and  happinefs  of  this 
country. 

The'plan  and  nature  of  the  book, 
and  its  eeneral^bje<5t,  will  be  befl 
collefted  from  the  words  of  the  au- 
thor, in  his  preface,  which  he  be- 
gins by  obferving,  that 

"  The  difficuTties  which  the  la- 
bouring  clafles  experienced  from, 
the  high  price  of  grain,  and  of  pro- 
vifions  in  general,  as  well  as  oi 
clothing  and  fuel,  during  the  years 
1794  and  1795,  induced  me,  from 
motives  both  of  benevolence  and 
perfonal  curiofity,  to  invelligate 
their  condition  in  various  parts  of 
the  kingdom.  As  I  advanced  in 
my  enquiries,  the  fubjeft  became  fo 
interefting,  that  I  pcrfuaded  myfelf 
the  refult  would  be  acceptable  to 
the  public,  if  I  fliould  be  able  to 

Vol.  XXXJX. 
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PariA  tf  — —    . 
£xtent  and  population  ? 

Number  oi  houfes  that  pay  fhc 
^ufe  or  window  tax,  difiinguilh* 
uig  double  tenements  ? 

Number  of  houfes  exempted  ? 

Occupations  of  parifhioners,  and 
whether  in  sericulture,  commexce, 
or.manufadures  ? 

What  manufafhires.^ 

Price  of  provifions? 

Wages  OT  labour? 

Rent  of  land,  and  Iand<tax  on 
the  net  rental  ? 

What  fe<ft  of  religion? 

Tithes,  how  taken  ? 

Number  of  inns,  or  alehoufes? 

Farms  large  or  fmall?  WJiat  is 
tiie  mod  ufdful  tenure?  Pniicipal 
articles  of  cultivation  ? 

Commons  and  wafle  lands  ? 

Number  of  acres  inclofed  (ifea- 
fiiy  obtainable)  in  any  of  the  lail 
40  years  ? 

How  arc  the  poor  maintained  ? 
by  farming  them  ?  in  houfes  of  in- 
duftry  ?  or  otherwife  ? 

Houfes  of  indullry  (if  any)  their 
Kate,  nwrnbers  therein,  annual  mor- 
tal) t\',  diet,  expences  and  profit 
lince  their  cflabliHuncnt  ?  baptifms, 
burials,  and  marriages  (diflinguifh- 
Ing  the  fex)  and  of  the  poor's  rates 
(diflinguifliing  the  net  fum  expend* 
ed  on  the  poorfince  the  year  1G80) 
from  the  parifli  books  ? 

Number  and  fbite  of  friendly  fo- 
Cieties  ? 

'  How  many  of  them  have  had 
their  rules  confirmed  by  magif- 
trates? 

Ufual  diet  of  labourers  ? 

Earnings  and  expeyces  of  a  la- 
bourer's ramily  for  a  year ;  diflin- 
guifliing  the  number  and  ages  of 
the  family,  and  the  price  and  quan- 
tity of  their  arlicks  of  conlump* 
tioir  ? 


Mifoellaneoiis  obfervatioas. 

Sir 'F.Eden,  after  giving  at  looie 
length  his  reafons  £»r  propofing  the 
preceding  qucriies^akes  the  foUov- 
mg  apology  for  sot  enlacging  their 
number. 
**  It  may  poffibly  yet  be  afked,  why 
the  queries  have  been  fo  few  ?  and 
why  they  did  not  alfo  comprehend 
other  parochial  concerns,  no  Icfs 
intereuing  than  births,  burials,  and 
poor's  rates  ?  Had  the  author  un* 
dertaken  the  hiflory  of  a  (ingle  pa- 
rifh,  omiffions  refpe^ng  its  naturai 
hifiory,  its  antiquities,  or  its  agri- 
culture, would  have  been  inexcuf* 
able:  -but  when  it  is  confidered 
that  the  objed  of  this  work  was  to 
trace  the  progress  of  the  poor  laws, 
and  to  examine  the  condition  of 
thofe  principally  concerned  in 
them,  it  will  be  obvious  that  a  mi- 
nute attention  to  particular  places, 
purfued  with  more  time,  more  la- 
bour, and  more  expenoe^  rouil 
have  incapacitated  him  from  exhi- 
biting a  general  view  of  the  fub- 
ieft.  Ti^  reader  will,  therefore, 
nave  the  candour  to  confider  each 
part  in  the  proportion,  only,  which 
It  bears  to  the  whole ;  nor  will  he 
exped  that  the  outlines  of  a  gene- 
ral map  of  the  country  can  admit 
of  the  colouring  of  a  miniature  pic- 
ture. Much,  xio  doubt,  may  have 
been  omitted,  that  bears  on  the 
prefent  fubjet^;  but  in  literature, 
as  well  as  in  manufai^htres  (and  the 
author  rai^ht  have  added  in. agricul- 
ture) divilion  of  Labour  is  to  be  at- 
tended to.  He  who  wifhes  either 
to  acquire  or  to  communicate 
ufeful  knowledge,  will  only  culii* 
vate  a  comer  of  the  field."" 

It  is  obsrious  that  anfwers  \9 
queilions  on  the  various  branches 
of  political  CBConomy,  inveftigatcd 
io  this  work,  will  naturally  lead  to 
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tnany  important  obfcrvations,  and 
many  pra<Etical  conclufions :  the 
author  however  adds, 

"I  have  purpofely,  and  alraoft 
wholly,  abftained  from  drawing 
conclufions  from  the  fiauSb*  here 
prefentcd  to  the  public.  To  offer 
detailed  plans  of  reform  in  that 
branch  of  political  economy  which 
concerns  the  poor,  much  exceeds 
my  abilities;  nor  am  I  inclined  to 
enter  the  lifts  in  wJiich  I  fliould 
find  fo  many  competitors.  I  fhall 
therefore  purfue  a  very  different 
niethod  from  that  ufually  followed 
by  writers  on  the  poor ;  who  vo- 
luntarily impofe  upon  Ihemfelves 
the  tafk,  fo  much  andfo  juftly  com 
plained  of  by  the  Ifraelites,  of 
making  bricks  without  ftr^w ;  and 
raife  their  fpecious  fyf^eras,  with- 
out well  authenticated  fa^ls  to  fup- 
port  them.  The  edifice  of  politi- 
cal knowledge  cannot  be  reared 
without  its  "  hewers  of  done"  and 
**  diawers  of  water."  I  am  con- 
tent to  work  among  them:  and, 
whilft  others  prefer  (and  there  ne- 
ver will  be  wanting  many  who  will 
prefer)  the  more  arduous  talk  of 
architeftural  decoration,  to  alEfl  in 
^^ggl<^g  the  foundation,  or  in  drag- 
ging the  rough  block  from  tlie 
(juarry.  The  glory  of  the  builder 
may  be  more  enviable,  but  the 
drudgery  of  the  malbn  is  pra^cal* 
ly  morcufeful.  The  one  may  em- 
bellifli  the  fabric ;  but  without  the 
labours  of  the  other  it  would  never 
be  reared  at  all.    The  induftry  of 


the  peafknt,  and  the  ingenuity  of 
the  manufacturer,  are  the  brick  and 
mortar  of  the  political  ftru(fhire ; 
the  raw  materials  which  the  ftatef- 
man  muft  work  with.  He  will  al- 
ways do  well  to  recolleft,  that  the 
"  jutting  frieze"  and  the  *'  Corin- 
thian capital"  generally  owe  their 
flrcngth  and  folidity  to  the  lolid 
brick-work  behind  them. 

"  For  the  inelegancieS  of  ftyle. 
which  may  be  found  in  this  work, 
I  deem  it  unneceflary  to  make  any 
apology.  I  have  endeavoured  to 
be  plain,  (imple,  and  pcrfpicuous ; 
but  have  never  wafted  that  time  in 
polifliing  a  fentence,  which  I 
thought  couH  be  better  employed 
in  afcertaining  a  faft ;  and  even  in 
matters  of  fac^jthus  brought  forward^ 
there  will,  I  more  than  doubt,  be 
too  often  found  fomeihing  to  obje<5l 
to  as  inaccurate,  Errors  there  are^ 
and  muft  be,  in  a  work  whofc  ob- 
ject is  fo  e:^tenfive,  and  whofe  de- 
tails are  fo  circumftantial.  Even 
parliamentary  enquiries  concern - 
mg  tfie  ftate  of  the  poor  are  not  in- 
fallible. 

"  Of  the  utility  and  tendency  of 
fuch  a  work,  the  public  will  be  bet- 
ter judges  than  it*s  author.  I  hope, 
however,  that  I  may  be  permitted, 
without  incurring  the  imputation 
of  arrogance,  to  obfervc,  that  if 
thefe  Refearches  fhould  exhibit  in- 
creafed  and  incrcafing  comfort  in 
the  circumftanccs  of  thofe  whofe 
unremitting  labour  beft  entitles 
them  to  receive  it,  it  fliould  check 


*  I  will  not  alTcrt  that  my  queries  are  the  beft  calculated  even  to  acquire  the 
information  1  wanted:  *'  I'an  d'interroger  n'cft  pas  li  facile  qu'bn  pcnfc.  C'eft 
bien  plus  I'art  des  m^itres  que  dcs  difciples;  il  faut  avoir  dcj4  appris  beaucoup  dt 
chofes  pour  favoir  dcmandcr  ce  qu'on  ne  fait  pas.  *  Le  favant  lair,  ct  sVnquiert* 
d'u  un  provcrbe  Indieu  ;  *  mais  Pignorant  ne  fait  pas  muroc  de  quoi  Ccnquirir." 
iiouJ/}au  La  NouvtlU  Hgloifej  iy.  Ictt.  3. 


Hh  2 


thf 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


4H     ANNUAL     REGISTER,    1797, 


ihc  repinings  which  cafual  and 
temporary  calamities  have  excited ; 
and  fhould  convince  us,  that  na- 
tional diftrefs  exifls  only  in  the  mif- 
conceptions  of  the  ignorant,  or  the 
cavils  of  the  difcontentcd.  If,  on 
the  contrar}',  the  piiflure  Ihould  be 
a  gloomy  one,  the  difplay  of  a  de- 
thning  and  unprofperous  ftate  of 
fociety  wilt  not  be  without  its  ufe. 
To  point  Out  an  evil,  is  frequent- 
ly, not  only  in  morals  but  hi  poli- 
tics, the  fliorteft  road  to  amend- 
ment. Even  where  the  calamity 
is  infurmountable,  a  knowledge  of 
the  caufes  which  render  it  fo,  are 
confoling ;  fince  it  may  teach  us  to 
bear  f)atiently  what  we  cannot 
cure,  and  to  difcriminate  perfectly 
between  the  errors  of  eftablifh- 
mcnt  and  the  imperfections  of 
human  nature," 

The  firft  volume  is  divided  into 
two  books;  one  of  which  treats  of 
the  poor,  from  the  Conquefl  to  the 
prefcnt  period;  and  the  other  of 
national  eilablifliments  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  poor;  of  the 
Englifli  poor  fyftem;  propofed 
amendments  f  of  the  diet,  drefs, 
iPuel,  and  habitation  of  the  labour- 
ing claflcs  in  Great  Britain;  and  of 
friendly  focieties. 

After  fome  general  remarks  on 
the  importance  of  that  clafs  whofe 
condition  it  is  his  objeft  to  invefti- 
gate.  Sir  Frederic  Eden  enters  on 
an  enquiry  into  the  domeftic  eco- 
nomy of  the  great  mafs  of  the  peo- 
ple at  the  eany  periods  of  Englifh 
hiftory.  He  minutely  .traces  their 
condition  under  the  different  gra- 
dations of  Ht nation  they  have  un- 
dergone, from  their  wretched  fer- 
vitude  and  oppreiEon  under  the 
feudal  fyftem,  to  their  prefent  ftate 
of  amelioration  and  comparative 
happinefs. 
tidving  delineated  the  oririn  and 


progrefs  of  the  poor  laws,  and 
pointed  out  the  various  modifies-' 
tions  of  them  which  have,  horn 
time  to  lime,  been  recommended 
to  the  attention  of  the  legiflaturc, 
and  noticed  fuch  circumlbtnces  re- 
corded by  our  hiftorians,  as  more 
peculiarly  refer  to  the  condition 
and  circumftances  of  the  labouring 
dafles  of  the  community,  he  con- 
cludes his  firft  book  wkh  the  fol- 
lowing obfervations : 

"  Whether  the  indigent  clafics 
at  this  day  are  more  numerous  than 
they  were  at  the  Revolution,  I  can- 
not take  upon  me,  peremptorily,  to 
decide:  but  viewing  the  compara- 
tive facility  with  which  the  exi- 
gencies of  the  (late  have  in  modem 
times  been  provided  for,  and  con- 
ne<fling  the  cafe  of  the  labourer 
with  the  increafed  demand  for  la- 
lx)ur,  I  feel  no  difficulty  in  pcr- 
fuading  myfelf  that  the  beneficial 
cffe<fls  of  national  opulence  have 
been  diffufed  through  every  order 
of  the  ftate.  Grateful,  indeed,  I 
am  for  the  bleflings  whicb  were 
conferred  on  this  country  by  the 
Revolution  ;  and  fully  fenfible  thnt 
we  owe  to  the  force  of  charaSer 
and  energetic  refolution,  w^liich  dil- 
tinguifhed  our  forefathers  at  that 
interefting  period,  the  commence- 
ment of  a  new  era,  in  which  the 
bounds  of  prerogative  and  liberty 
have  been  better  defined,  the  prin- 
ciples of  government  more  tho- 
roughly examined  and  underftood^ 
and. the  rights  of  the  fubjefl  more 
explicitly  guarded  by  legal  provi- 
fions,  than  in  any  other  pericxl  of 
Englifti  hiftory  ;  but  I  much  doubt 
whether  the  abilities  of  the  "  maf- 
ter- workman"  (as  Mr.  Burke  call> 
King  Wi-lliam)  or  of  thoie  wh^ 
ftrenuouily  co-operated  wi(h  l\\n\ 
in  refcuing  the  nation  from  dcf- 
potifmi  railed  ihat  clafs,  wbofc  ma- 
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titial  labour  is  their  only  fupport, 
to  an  immediate  unexampled  pitch 
of  eafe  and  comfort.  They,  in- 
deed, laid  the  foundations  of  future 
greatnefs;  but  could  not  confer 
dircAly,  on  the  humble  occupa- 
tions of  the  artizan  or  huibandman, 
thofe  domeilic  gratifications  and 
locial  enjoyments  which  can  be 
exp>e6ted  only  from  flow  and  im- 
perceptible improvement.  That 
they,  however,  gave  that  tone  and 
energy  to  the  nation  which  are  ne- 
ceflary  to  fit  them  for  indullrious 
exertion,  is  abundant  praife.  Ad- 
mitting, what  feems  to  be  the  fad, 
that  this  important  epoch  in  our 
annals  did  not  produce  any  altera* 
lion  in  the  conftitution;  yet,  if  (as 
it  has  been  juflly  obferved)  **it 
changed  the  maxims  of  adminiflra- 
tion,  which  have  everywhere  fb 
great  an  influence  on  the  condi- 
tion of  the  governed;"  if  it  in- 
fpired  the  great  raafs  of  the  nation 
with  that  fpirit  of  thinking  and 
afting  which  have  been  conducive 
towards  rendering  them  more  hap- 
py and  indejjendcnt,  the  evils  arif- 
ing  from  the  funding  fyftem  ^which 
has  (i  think  cinjuftly)  been  afcrib- 
ed  to  the  policy  of  our  great  deliv- 
erer and  its  adherents)  have  been 
more  than  fully  compenfated.  k 
is  not  my  intention  to  enter  into  a 
comparative  eilimate  of  the  re- 
fources  of  the  nation  at  the  cl(^ 
of  the  laft,  and  at  different  times 
in  the  prefent,  century;  but  I  can- 
not avoid  obferving,  that,  at  no 
period  fince  the  death  of  King  Wil- 
liam, has  this  countr}'  ever  exhi- 
bited thofe  alarming  fymptoms 
which  have  ever  been  thought  to 
indicate  an  enfeebled  and  declining 
induftry,  as  it  did  in  thofe  years 
immediately  fubfequenttp  the  Ke- 
volulion. 
''  It  is  not  an  unfair  mode  of 


judging  of  the  earnings,  and  con* 
fcquently  of  the  thriving  condition 
of  the  workman,  to  afcertain  the 
quantity  of  the  work  annually  per- 
formed by  him.  —  More  work  is 
done  now  than  was  performed  at 
the  Revolution ;  and,  if  we  admit 
Dr.  Price's  fuppolition,  that  our 
population  has  declined  fince  that 
period,  it  will  follow,  that  with 
fewer  hands  we  are  more  induftrir 
ous,  and  (if  the  comforts  of  la- 
bourers depend  on  the  demand  for 
labour)  more  comfortable.  And 
•the  fame  argument  will  hold  in  a 
proportionable  degree,  if  we  fup- 
pofe,  what  is  probably  the  cafe, 
that  the  population  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, thougn  greater  than  it  was  a 
eentury  ago,  has  not  kept  pace 
with  increafing  commerce  and  im- 
proving maaufadhires* 

**  It  is  unrealonable  to  fuppofe 
that  the  effe&s  of  good  govern- 
ment and  the  accumulations  of 
induftry  are  confined  to  enrich- 
ing the  monied  capitalift  and  the 
landed  proprietor;  to  fwelling  the 
emoluments  of  office,  and  increafing 
the  fplendor  of  a  devouring  me- 
tropolis:—  the  humbleft  peafant, 
in  the  remoteft  province  of  .the 
kingdom,  is  not  uninterefted  in 
that  improving  ftate  of  fociety 
which  creates  new  wants  and  new 
dependencies:  the  cultivation  of 
the  ufefuj  arts,  even  of  thofe  which 
are  not  immediately  connected 
with  his  occupation,  is  ultimalely 
beneficial  to  him.  The  invigorat- 
ing rays  of  commerce  and  manu- 
faJ^res,  though  mod  dazzling  and 
refplendeni  in  the  capital,  extend 
their  genial  influence  to  the  hamlet: 

"  The  itlf-fame  fun,  that  fliines  upou  the 

court, 
Hides  not  his  rifage  from  the  cottage,  but 
Looks  on  ail  alike."     Sbakf.  IViniui  Talti, 

Great  and  burthenfpmc  as  th<; 
II  h  3  poor's 
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poor's  rale  may  appear  at  the  pre- 
fent  time,  its  rife  has  not  kept  pace 
with  other  branches  of  national  ex* 
penditure,  or  even  with  our  in« 
creafed  ability  to  pay  it." 

In  the  fecond  book,  Sir  F.  Eden 
proceeds  to  difcufs  the  various  ar- 
guments for  national  provifion  for 
the  poor  ;  the  author  then  paflcs  to 
the  opposite  fide  of  the  queftion, 
to  which  he  feemshimfelf  to  incline. 
On  fcveral  topics  (particularly 
apprentice ftiips)  Icgiflative  inter- 
ference feems  to  meet  his  difappro- 

^  bation,  as  will  appear  from  tlic  fol- 

*  lowing  animated  paflage : 

**  It  feems  very  problematical 
whether  a  government  ever  at- 
tempted directly  to  regulate  the 
courfe  of  indufhy  without  produ- 
cing confiderable  mifchief.  The  ex- 
cellence of  Icgiflation  may,  per- 
haps, be  beft  elri mated  according 
-as  it  leaves  the  individual  exertion 
more  or  lefs  unfhackled.  It  is  this 
exertion  (and  not  the  fuperintend- 
ing  power  of  the  ftate  which  is  fo 
•ften,  unthinkingly,  extolled  as  the 
ipimediate  caufc  of  focial  good,  and 
as  often  unjuftifiably  condemned 
-as  the  immediate  caufe  of  focial 
evil)  which,  by  its  patient  plod- 
ding labours,  crefts  the  edifice 
of  national  grandeur;  it,  however, 
'works  but  by  flow  and  impercep- 
tible degrees ;  a«d,  like  the  genial 
dew  from  heaven,  which,  drop  by 
drop,  invigorates  and  matures  all 
vegetable  nature,  exhibits,  at  length, 
that  happy  order  of  fociety,  which 
■is  felt  to  be 

f  <  — .«^  not  the  hafty  produft  of  the  day, 
B«c  the  wcU-ripen'd  ttv'it  of  wilb  delay." 
Nor  does  it  follow  from  this  that 
•^  government  is  excluded  from  ac- 
tive duties.  To  prevent  the  ftrong 
froxifi  oppreflfjng  the  weak ;  to  pro- 
"te(5l  the  acqxufitions  of  induftry, 
md  to  pheck  the  progrels  of  vice 


and  immorality^  by  poiatiitg  out 
and  encouraging  the  iiifbiidion  of 
the  rifing  generation  in  the  focial 
and  reli^us  duties;  to  raaintain 
the  relations  which  commerce  has 
created  with  foreign  countries,  ate 
duties  which  require  iJtai  delegated 
authority  iliould  be  exerted  by  pub- 
lic force  and  the  vindicator)'  dif- 
penfations  of  pains  and  penalties. 

"  Beyond  this,  all  interference 
of  the  ikte  in  the  condud  and  pur- 
fuits  of  iociety,  ieems  of  very 
doubtful  advantage  " 

In  chapter  ii.  of  book  2,  are 
many  original  details  concerning 
the  relative  advantages  enjoyed  by 
the  labouring  dalles  in  diJflForent 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  in  the  im* 
portant  articles  of  diet,  drefs,  fuel, 
and  habitation ;  and  in  his  laft 
chapter  of  the  firft  volume  we  fijid 
a  very  interefling  detail  of  the  rif«, 
progreis,  and  prefent  ftate  of 
friendly  focieties,  or  benefit  clubs, 
concluding  with  the  following  ju- 
dicious remarks  on  the  danger  of  par- 
liamentar)'  interference  with  them. 

*'  If  any  farther  regulation  of 
them  is  attempted,  the  inclination 
of  the  labouring  ckfies  (o  enter  into 
them  will  be  greatly  damped,  if 
not  entirely  repreffed.  The  acts 
already  palled,  >h hough  they  are 
known,  and  generally  underftocd 
to  ha^  e  been  framed  with  the  moft 
benevolent  intentions,  and  do  really 
confer  fubftantial  benefits  on  thdc . 
inftitutions,  have  created  much 
alarm.  Nay,  they  have  certainly 
annihilated  many  iocieiies«  At  the 
fame  time,  it  is  but  fair  to  confefs 
thsjt  they  ipay  have  raifed  others. 
This,  however,  is  niore  difficult  to 
afcertain.  Any  farther  favours  from 
parliament  would  irretrievably  leflen 
the  confidence  which  is  ftill  enter- 
tained bv  the  members  of  moil 
benefit  clubs,   that  the  legUlature 
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Wtl  iKyt  interfere  in  controlling 
aflbctations  which  do  not  appear, 
from  any  evidence  which  has  as 
yet  been  laid  before  the  pnblic,  to 
ije  adverfe  to  economy,  good  mo- 
rals, or  public  tranquiility.  I  have, 
indeed,  more  than  once  heard  it 
infinuated,  That  friendly  focicties 
are  apt  to  degenerate  into  debating 
clubs ;  and  that  convivial  meetings 
on  a  Saturday  might  become  the 
apieft  vehicles  for  diflbminating 
principles  fubverfive  of  fubordina- 
tion  and  fubmiffion  to  the  laws  of 
our  country,  I  have  alfo  heard  it 
aflcrled,  that  the  members  of  friend- 
ly focieties,  from  bemg  accuftomed 
to  aflcmble  at  ale- homes,  are  not 
only  ftimulated  by  interefted  land- 
lords, but  encouraged  by  the  con- 
tagion of  ill  examples,  in  the  habits 
of  drutikennefs;  that  the  money 
which  is  fpent  on  a  dub-night,  is 
entirely  loft  to  a  labouring  family; 
and  that  there  are  various  ways  in 
which  the  earnings  of  induftry 
might  be  applied  nwrc  advantage- 
oully  to  the  morals  of  the  labourer 
and  the  comforts  of  his  family. 
Friendly  focieties,  it  is  true,  like 
all  other  human  contrivances,  have 
theirdofefts.  It  is,  however,  though 
a  fhort,  a  fufficicnt  anfwcr  to  fuch 
obje^ions  as  I  have  noticed,  and 
to  fome  others  which  it  is  unne- 
ceffery  to'cnumcrale,  that  thefe  in- 

^  ftkulions  do  not  aim  at  perfeftion, 
but  improvement     They  are  not 
intended  to  be 
<'  Thar  fauhhris  nonfler  which  the  mjli 

ne'er  («w." 
But  it  is  a  fuiiicient  proof  of  their 
excellence,  that  they  are  congenial 
to  the  fociallatitudes  and  prejudices 
of  the  labourer;  :  nd  that,  if  they 
cannot  correft  r"ie  inclination 
(which  is  too  often  dtufed  by  hard 
labour)  for  conviviality  and  difli- , 

V  pation,  ihcj',  at  kaft,  couvert  ^  vjr- 


cious  propcnfity  into  an  ufcful  in.- 
ftrument  of  economy  and  induftry, 
and  fecure  to  their  members 
{what  can  feldom  be  purchafed  at 
too  dear  a  rate)  fubfiftence  during 
ficknefs,  and  independence  m  old 
age." 

The  whole  of  the  fecond,  and 
nearly  a  half  of  the  third  volume^ 
are  taken  up  with  1 8 1  parochial  re- 
ports, the  refult  of  his  enquiries ; 
the  other  half  of  the  laft  volume 
confift's  of  a  voluminous  appendix, 
containing  a  great  variety  of  im- 
portant and  authentic  documents. 
On  the  whole,  we  cannot  but  con- 
gratulate the  public  on  a  work,  the 
refult  of  fo  much  labour  and  un- 
wearied induftry,  which  is  calcu- 
lated to  do  a  great  deal  of  good,  and 
refleifts  great  honour  on  the  author, 

Tlioughts  on  the  StmBurc  tf  the  Globe; 
and  the  Scri/itural  litftwy  ^  the 
Earthy  and  ^  Mankind;  comfiared 
with  the  C^fmogomes^  Chreml^ics^  Mid 
original  Traditions  if  ancient  Nations  ^ 
an  AhfiraSi  and  Review  rf /everai 
modem  Syftems ;  with  an  Attemkt  /# 
ex/tlain  Fhihfophi(al!y^  the  Mo/aical 
Account  of  tfie  Creation  and  Deluge^ 
and  to  deduce  from  tfiis  lajl  Event ^ 
the  Caufes  of  the  a^ual  Strn^iwe  ^ 
the  Earth  In  a  Series  if  Letters^ 
with  Nous  and  inufirations^  hy  Philiji 
Htnvardy  E/q.  4to^  1797. 

'pHE  fobftance  of  this  work  was, 
*  as  we  are  informed,  by  the 
author,  publiftied  in  two  letters  ia 
the  French  language,  toward  the 
end  of  the  year  1786  :  he  has  fincc 
revifed,  corrc^ed,  and  confiderably 
enlarged  it.  In  it  we  are  brought 
acquainted  with  the  outlines  of 
thofe  fcientific  fy  ftems  which,  keep- 
ing pace  with  numerous  publica- 
tions in  every  path  of  literature, 
were  calculate4  to  tear  up  in  the 
^  b  i  •  public 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


488    ANNUAL    REGISTER,  1797; 


public  mind  every  remaining  at- 
tachment to  Chridianity.    Among . 

'  the   principal  fupporters  of  thclc 
deftrudive  fyficms,    Mr.  Howard 
points  out  the  names  of  BufFon  and 
Bailly ;  the  tendency  of  whofe  cof- 
mogonical  writings  appear  fuffici- 
ently  to    fubflantiate   his  charge. 
With  a  zeal  worthy  of  hiscaufe,he 
detpfts  the  Eallaci^s  of  thefe  cele- 
brated men,  and  moft  ably  employs 
both  diftinguiflied  talents  and  erucfi- 
tion  in  proving  the  compatibility  of 
the  fcriptural    narrative  with  the> 
principles  of  modern  philofophy, 
and  in  calling  additional  light  on 
the  obfcure  traces  of  ancient  chro- 
nology.     Each  letter  is  followed 
by  explanatory  notes ;  in  which  he 
brings  forward  the  proofs  neceflary 
for  him,  eitlier  to  confute  the  ar- 
guments of  his  opponents,  or  to  fup- 
port  his  own.    Thefe  diiplay  pro- 
found learning  and  great  ingenuity. 
To  make  extraf^s  from  a  work  of 
of  this  nature,  is  fcarcely  poflible, 
within  the  compafs  of  thefe  pages : 
we  muft  therefore  take  our  leave  of 
this  powerful  advocate  for  the  fcrip- 
tural account  of  the  creation  of  the 
world,  with  the  following  fpirited 
account  of  the  rife,  progrels,  and 
ponfequences  of  the  frightful  cofn- 
bination  formed  by  the  Encyclope- 
(difts  againft  all  religion. 

"Mr.  Bailly  was  not  only  an  aftro- 
nomer  of  great  celebrity,  but  a  very 
elegant  writer.  He  was  the  diflin- 
guiHicd  difciple  of  Mr.  de  Buffon, 
who,  in  conjundlion  with  Voltaire, 
4'Alembert,  Condorcet,and  others, 
was  at  the  head  of  the  whole  philo- 
Ibphic  fe£t  and  men  of  wit  in  France, 
by  whopn  a  rpal  plot  had  been  form- 
ed, and  was  carried  on  for  forty 
years,  to  root  out  Chriftianity.  Re- 
ligion of  any  kind,  it  fecms,  fliack- 
led  both  their  inclinations  and  their 
genius.    Each  agrfeed,  in  his  fepa- 


ratc  department,  to  contribute  to 
the  glorious  work.  For  many  years, 
in  France,  to  be  a  man  of  fcience 
or  letters  was  a  difKn^l  profeffion, 
and  a  difUnguiftied  title,  which  in- 
troduced the  ailumer  to  the  faihion- 
able  circles  of  profligate  nobility, 
and  to  the  tables  of  ienorant  and 
ftill  more  profligate  publicans,  fat- 
tened on  the  fpoils  of  the  people. 
The  luxurious  repads  of  the  rich 
were  not  complete  without  the  pre- 
fence  of  fome  of  thefe  fons  of  Epi- 
curus. There,  amidfl  their  admir- 
ing auditors,  and  a  crowd  of  gaping 
valets,  they  expounded  in  fallies  of 
wit  and  farcafms  on  religion,  thei? 
pernicious  do^ines,  interlardmg 
them  with  fentimental  phrafesof 
philanthropy  and  humanity.  How 
much  of  thefe  was  in  their  hearts, 
they  have  fince  fully  ihewn  during 
the' fatal  reign  of  their  philofophy. 
At  the  houiSs  of  every  lady,  young 
or  old,  whofe  ambition  it  was  to  be 
celebrated  for  wit,  they  held  their 
conventicles ;  where  they  flill  more 
fireely  difcufled  their  philofophicai 
principles,  and  expatiated  on  the 
abufes  of  religion  and  governments. 
Whoever  coincided  not  with  them 
was,  by  univerfal  acclamation,  held 
up  as  a  man  devoid  of  fenfe  or  ^it. 
The  effc<ft  of  ^is  general  cry  is 
fcarcely  to  be  conceived  :  -—  with 
youth  it  was  all-powerful,  and  with 
the  more  advanced  in  agp  it  requir- 
ed very  folid  principles  to  be  with- 
ftood.  Thev  had  aftually  by  de- 
grees excluded  from  all  the  acadcr 
mies  whoever  dared  not  to  be  of 
their  opinion.  Though  co-operat- 
ing with  thefe  confpirators.  againfl 
religion,  Mr.  Bailly  was  diflmguifli- 
ed  as  a  man  of  benevolence,  of  mo- 
dcft  and  placid  manners.  He  has 
been  lately  ilill  better  known  to  all 
Europe  as  the  flrft  mayor  of  Paris 
in  1789.    The  fpirit  of  party  pro- 
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feably  carried  him  beyond  his  natu- 
ral bent ;  but  he  became  a  fellow- 
labourer  with  the  heads  of  thecon- 
ftituent  ailembly,  who,  under  a  fha- 
dbw   of  monarchy,  called   in  the 
mob,    »vhom    they    acknowledged 
the   fole  lovereign;  and  enforced 
the  fuccefs  of  their  revolution  by 
calumny,  terror,  and  partial  mur- 
ders, by  the  demolition  of  proper- 
ty, and  the  confifcation  of  church- 
lands.     At  laft,  with  every  other 
chief  of  that  fadion  who  faved  not 
himfelf  by  timely  flight,  Mr.  Bailly 
fell  a  victim  to  more  atrocious  vil- 
lains who  had  made  ufe  of  thefe  as 
tools,  and  to  (he  ungovernable  fiiry 
of  that  populace  whofe  bloody  reign 
they  had  eftabliflied,  in  order  to  pult 
down  regal  authority,  and  level  with 
the  duft  the  religion  and  morality  of 
their  country.      Many  were,   no 
doubt,  furprifed  to  hear  of  Pagan 
feftivals  and  rites  inftituted  by  the 
convention,  in  honour  of  the  fup- 
pofed  goddefs  of  Nature,  xeprefent- 
cd  by  a  female;  but  the  furprife 
will  ceafe  when  they  are  informed 
that  thefe  rites  were,  thirty  years 
ago,  fecretly  pra^lifed  by  a  fociety 
of  philofophers,  to  whom  France 
owes  what  they  have  been  pleafed 
to  ftyle  its  regeneration. 

"  Warned  by  the  fetal  effefts  thele 
feducers  have  produced  in  one  great 
kingdom,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
thole  who  Ihall  hereafter  afpire  to 
the  rcfpedable  name  of  Philofo- 
phers,  will  henceforth  abjure  thete 
infidious  attacks  on  the  principles 
of  religion;  and  that  governments 
will  be  cautious  how  they  counte- 
nance or  patronize  thofe  who  fliall 
thus  aim  to  poifon  the  trueft  fource 
of  public  and  private  happinefs. 
Without  religion,  that  virtue  which 
fophifls  wifh  to  ifolate  from  il,  is  a 
mere  abfh^dt  idco^  which  has  .nei»^ 


ther  bafe  nor  real  end :  without  it,' 
no  curb  on  vice  remains,  either 
over  fovereigns,  or  over  the  head- 
flrong  multitude.  Wifdom  itfelf, 
without  it,  is  only  egotifm  well  un- 
derftood;  and  for  the  underfhrndin^^ 
of  it  the  paffions  are  the  judges-- 
Religion  will  ever  be  the  fole  (olid 
fupport  and  Arength  of  laws  and 
public  order ;  countcrpoife  to  the 
inevitable  inequalities  amongft  men, 
confolation  of  the  poor  and  weak  ; 
it  can  alone  digninr  poverty,  and 
fubdue  the  pride  of  riches  and  of 
s;randeur.  Ever  ready  to  pour  its 
ncaling  balm  on  the  wounds  of  the 
body  or  of  the  mind,  it  is  the  fureft 
folace  of  the  affli(fled,  and  the  laft 
refuge  of  the  culpable.  In  vain 
would  fophifts  feek  to  fap  founda- 
tions rooted  in  the  very  inmoft  re* 
cellos  of  human  nature ;  the  inti- 
mate fenfe  of  every  man  of  redi- 
tude,  and  the  heart  of  every  man, 
of  feniibility,  will,  at  times  at  leaft^ 
triumph  over  their  acuteft  reafon- 
ings. 

*'  Fulminate,  ye  philofophers  (we 
will  applaud  you)  religious  perfe- 
cution  and  reftraint  of  eonfciences ; 
with  you  true  religion  reprobates 
them.  If  every  predominant  fe<ft 
of  Chriftians  has  at  fome  period  in- 
voked their  aid,  either  under  the 
pretext  of  danger  to  the  ftate,  or  on 
the  fj}ecioi|s  pretence  of  guarding 
from  corruption  the  weaker  part  of 
the  flock,  none  has  dared  to  ap- 
prove* them  in  direft  terms,  becaufe 
they  are  clearly  repugnant  to  the 
fpirit  and  doffrines  of  their  divine 
legiflator.  As  the  judicious  Dr.  Pa- 
ley  obferves,  the  erroneous  judg- 
ments of  intemperate  zeal,  almoft 
ever  originating  in  human  paflions, 
have  too  often  produced  intolerance 
and  perfecution,  nowife  chargeable 
on  Chriftianity :  byt  the  UAJxliev- 
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iiig  rekrs  of  France  hare  proved 
thai,  in  order  to  be  a  perfecutor,  it 
M  not  neceiiary  to  be  a  bigot — that, 
in  rage  and  cruelty,  in  mifchief  and 
€lefiru£tioni  fanaticifm  itfelf  can  be 
•utdone  by  infidelity.  —  Amidft 
equal  horrors,  one  eOential  diifer- 
€Dce  16  alfe  to  be  remarked  be- 
tween thcfe  two  kinds  of  perfccu- 
iora*  By  the  one,  all  the  connec- 
tioBS  which  bind  mankind  toge- 
ther are  not  diflblved  ;-» the  ties  of 
blcwd  are  ibmetimes  trodden  under 
loot ;  but  againft  adverfe  tenets  all 
bis  rage  is  direded ;  towards  the 
brethren  of  hb  creed,  the  bonds  of 
amky,  fidelity,  and  benevolence 
are&renethened.  The  other  knows 
no  brother ;  and  every  man  who 
fiands  in  the  way  of  his  idol  paf- 
fions,  is  alike  iacrificed  with  Hoical 
indifference. 

*^  If  philofophers  wifh  to  combat 
the  molt  fatal  and  deftru^ve  error 
of  n)ankind9  it  is  againft  warlike 
phrensy  that  it  becomes  them  to 
employ  their  flrongeft  arguments ; 
and  their  moH  touching  eloquence 
to  eradicate  from  the  minds  both 
€ii  princes  and  of  people,  that  rage 
of  mutual  definition  for  fcnie- 
kfs  jealou/ies  and  miflaken  inte- 
refls^  It  was  the  Chriftian  religion 
which  ftrft  taught  man  to  love  man, 
irithont  diftinftion  of  race  or  coun- 
^r}',  by  fliewing  all  jncn  to  be  the 
f&qiially  cheriflied  children  of  one 
fcomroon  father.  Simple  but  fub- 
lime  dodrine !  which,  if  ancient 
philofopherb  ever  felt,  they  never 
durfi  produce.  —  Let  philofophy 
^ite  to  its  mild  voice  the  force  of 
leafon,  to  make  the  whole  world 
liilcn  to  the  leflbns  of  true  philan- 
thropy. VVhilft  religion  reveals  to 
fach  individual  eternal  felicity  at- 
tached to  the  accompiifliment  of 
fhis  great  precept  of  love,  let  it  de- 


monihmte  to  nations  temporal  liap- 
pinefs  and  profperity,  dependent 
onuniverial  concord.". 


late  PrffiJertt  rfthe  Rvj^l  AcadaiK; 
cwtatmng  his  Dijcwrfesy  IJterSy  a 
Jtmntey  to  Flanders  and  Htiimad^  and 
his  Comment€uy  m  Dm  Frefmfs  Art 
9f  F mating^  /triniedjrnn  kss  revifid 
Cojiies  (with  his  lajl  OnreHims  aed 
Additions)  tn  Three  P'ohmes  ;  ie^akki 
is  firfixed  an  Accwnt  tf  the  Life  and 
Writings  if  the  Autfwr^  by  Edmund 
Mahne^  Efq,  mu  ef  his  Executors. 
1797. 

*HIS  elegant  edition  of  ibe 
works  ot  that  admirable  artift 
and  amiable  man,  Sir  Jofhua  Rey- 
nolds, contains  no  matter  that  K25 
not  before  met  the  public  eye,  ex- 
cept  the  journey  to  Flanders  and 
Holland,  which  was  performed  by 
Sir  Jofiiua,  in  company  with  his 
friend  Mr.  Metcalf,  in  July,  1781, 
for  the  purpofe  of  viewing  the  moll 
celebrated  produdions  of  the  Fle^ 
mifh  and  Dutch  fchools :  it  con- 
tains a  very  pleafing  account  of 
their  journey,  with  remarks  on  the 
pi<5h]res  prcfcrved  in  the  various 
churches  and  cabinets  that  he  vifit- 
ed ;  to  which  he  has  fubjoined  a 
chara^er  of  Rubens,  done  in  fo 
mafterly  a  manner,  that  we  cannot 
refifl  giving  it  to  our  readers  at 
length. 

**  The  works  of  men  of  genius 
alone,  where  great  faults  are  united 
with  great  beauties,  afford  proper 
matter  for  criticifm.  Genius  is  al- 
ways eccentric,  bold,  and  daring ; 
which,  at  the  fame  time  that  it 
commands  attention^  is  fnre  to  pro^ 
voke  criticifm.  It  is  the  regular, 
cold,  and  timid  compoier  who  ef« 
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tapefe   cenftire,   and  defcrves    no 

"  The  elevated  (itiialion  on  which 
Kubens  ftands  in  the  efteem  of  the 
^vorld,  is  alone  fufficient  reafon  for 
fome  examination  of  his  preten- 
tions. 

**  His  fame  is  extended  over  a 
great  part  of  the  Continent,  with' 
out  a  rival ;  and  it  may  be  juftly 
faid  that  he  has  enriched  his  coun- 
try, not  in  a  figurative  fenfe  only, 
by  the  great  examples  of  art  which 
he  left,  but  by  what  fome  would 
think  a  more  folid  advantage,  the 
wealth  arifing  from  the  concourfc 
of  ftrangers  whom  his  works  con- 
tinually invite  to  Antwerp,  which 
would  otherwife  have  little  to  re- 
ward the  vifit  of  a  connoiifeur. 

"  To  the  tity  of  Dulfeldorf  he 
has  been  an  equal  benefatftor.  The 
gallery  of  that  city  is  confidered  as 
containing  one  of  the  greateft  col- 
lect) ion  of  pi^res  in  the  world ; 
but  if  the  works  of  Rubens  were 
taken  from  it,  I  will  venture  to  af- 
fert,  that  this  great  repofitory  would 
be  reduced  to  at  leaft  half  its  value. 
**  To  extend  his  glory  ftill  far- 
ther, he  gives  to  Paris  one  of  its 
moft  ftriking  features,  the  Luxem- 
bourg gallery :  and  if  to  thefe  we 
add  the  manv  towns,  churches,  and 
private  cabinets,  where  a  fingle 
picture  of  Rubens  confers  emi- 
nence, we  cannot  hciitale  to  place 
him  in  the  firft  rank  of  illuftrious 
painters. 

"  Though  I  ftill  entertain  the 
fame  general  opinion  both  in  re- 
gard to  his  excellencies  and  his  de- 
fe6ls,  vet,  having  now  feen  his 
greateft  compofitions,  where  he  had 
more  mean3  of  difplaying  thofe 
parts  of  his  art  in  which  he  particu- 
larly excelled,  my  efHmation  of  his 
genius  is  of  courfe  raifed*     It  is 


only  in  large  compoHtions  that  his 
powers  feem  to  have  room  to  ex- 
pand themfelves;  for  they  really 
increafe  in  proportion  to  the  fize  of 
the  canvas  on  which  they  are  to  be 
difplayed.  His  fuperiority  is  not 
feen  in  cafel  pictures,  nor  even  ia 
detached  parts  of  his  greater  works, 
which  are  feldom  eminently  beau- 
tiful. It  does  not  lie  in  an  atUtude, 
or  in  any  peculiar  expreflion,  but 
in  the  general  effeft — m  the  genius 
which  pervades  and  illuminates  the 
whole. 

"  I  remember  to  have  obfervcd, 
in  a  pi^re  of  Diatreci,  which  I 
faw  in  a  private  cabinet  at  Bruflels, 
the  contrary  efFe^l.  In  that  perfor- 
mance there  appeared  to  be  a  total 
abfence  of  this  pervading  genius  ; 
though  every  individual  figure  was 
corredlly  drawn,  and  to  the  a<ftion 
of  each  as  careful  an  attention  was 
paid  as  if  it  were  a  fct  Academy 
figure.  Here  fecmed  to  be  nothing 
left  to  chance ;  all  the  nymphs  (the 
fubje6b  was  the  bath  of  Diana)  were 
what  the  ladies  call  in  attitudes ; 
vet,  without  being  able  to  cenfure 
it  for  correftnefs,  or  any  other  de- 
fect, I  thought  it  one  of  the  coldeft 
and  moft  infipid  pidhircs  I  ever  be- 
held. 

**  The  works  of  Rubens  have  that 
peculiar  property  always  attendant 
on  genius  to  attraft  attention  and 
enforce  admiration,  in  fpite  of  all 
their  fiiults.  It  is  owing  to  this 
fafcinating  power  that  the  perfor- 
mances of  thofe  painters  with 
which  he  is  furrounded,  though 
they  have  perhaps  fewer  defeiSi 
yet  appear  Ipiritlefs,  tame,  and  in- 
fipid ;— fuch  as  the  altar-pieces  of 
Graver,  Schutz,  Segers,  Hey  fens, 
Tyl^ns,  Van  Bulcn,  and  the  reft. 
They  are  done  by  men  whofe  hands, 
and  indeed  all  their  faculties,  appear 

4Q 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


492    ANNUAL    REGISTER,    1797. 


to  have  been  cramped  and  confin- 
ed; and  it  is  evident,  that  every 
thing  they  did  was  the  effc6l  of 
great  labour  and  pains.  The  pro- 
dn^ions  of  Rubens,  on  the^, con- 
trary, feem  to  flow  with  a  freedom 
and  prodigality,  as  if  they  coft  him 
nothmg ;  and  to  the  general  ani- 
mation of  the  compofition,  there  is 
always  a  correfpondent  fpirit  in  the 
execution  of  the  work.  The  llrik- 
iDg  brilliancy  of  his  colours,  and 
their  lively  oppofition  to  each 
other,  the  flowing  liberty  *»nd  free- 
dom of  his  ouUiae,  the  animated 
pencil  with  which  every  objeft  is 
touched,  all  contribute  to  awaken 
and  keep  alive  the  attention  of  the 
fpc6btor ;  awaken  in  him,  in  fomc 
ineafure,  correfpondent  fenfations, 
and  make  him  reel  a  degree  of  that 
cnthufiafm  with  which  the  painter 
was  carried  away.  To  this  we  may 
add  the  complete  uniformity  in  ail 
the  parts  or  the  work,  fo  that  the 
whole  fccms  to  be  conduced  and 
grow  out  of  one  mind  ;  every  thing 
IS  of  a  piece,  and  fits  its  place. 
£vcn  his  tafte  of  drawing  and  of 
form,  appears  to  correfpond  better 
with  his  colouring  and  compofition 
than  if  he  had  adopted  any  other 
manner,  though  that  manner,  lim- 
ply confidered,  mi^ht  be  better.  It 
IS  here  as  in  pergonal  attractions ; 
tliere  is  frequently  found  a  certain 
agreement  and  correfpondence  in 
the  whole  together,  which  is  often 
more  captivating  than  mere  regular 
beauty. 

**  Rubens  appears  to  have  had  that 
confidence  in  himfelf  which  it  is 
neccflary  for  every  aritft  lo  aflume 
when  he  has  finiflied  his  ftudies, 
and  may  venture  in  fome  meafure 
to  throw  afide  the  fetters  of  autho- 
rity ;  to  confider  the  rules  as  fub- 
jcii  to  his  controul,  and  not  himfelf 


fubje^l  to  the  rules  ;  to  rifk  aad  t« 
'  dare  extraordinary  attempts  with- 
out a  guide,  abandoning  himfelf  to 
his  own  fenfations,  and  depending 
upon  them.  To  this  confidence 
muft  be  imputed  that  originality  of 
manner  by  which  he  may  be  truly 
faid  to  have  extended  the  limits  of 
the  art. — After  Rubens  had  made 
up  his  manner,  he  never  looked 
out  of  himfelf  for  afEflance :  there 
is  confequently  very  little  in  his 
works  that  appears  to  be  taken  from 
other  mailers.  If  he  has  borrowed 
any  thing,  he  has  had  the  addre& 
to  change  and  adapt  it  fo  well  to 
the  reft  of  his  work,  that  the  theft 
is  not  difcoverable. 

**Befide  the  excellency  of  Rubens 
in  thefe  general  powers,  he  poflefled 
the  true  art  of  imitating.  He  faw 
the  obje(^s  of  Nature  with  a  paid- 
ter's  eye ;  he  faw  at  once  the  pre- 
dominant feature  by  which  every 
objed  is  known  and  diftinguiflied  ; 
and  as  foon  as  feen,  it  was  execut- 
ed with  a  facility  that  is  aftonifhingx 
and,  let  me  add,  this  fiacility  is  to  a 
painter,  when  he  clofely  examines 
a  pifture,  a  fource  of  great  plea- 
fure. — How  far  this  excellence  may 
be  perceived  or  felt  by  thofc  who 
are  not  painters,  I  know  not :  to 
tliem  certainly  it  is  not  enough  that 
objeds  be  truly  reprefented ;  thev 
muft  likcwife  be  reprefented  witn 
grace  ;  which  means  here,  that  the 
work  is  done  with  facility,  and 
without  effort.  Rubens  was>  per- 
haps, the  greatcft  mafter  in  the  me- 
chanical part  of  the  art ;  the  beft 
workman  with  his  tools  that  ever 
rxercifed  a  pencil. 

^'  This  part  of  the  ar|l,  though  it 
does  not  hold  a  rank  with  the  pow- 
ers of  invention,  of  giving  charac- 
ter and  exprefiion,  has  yet  in  it 
what  may  be  called  Genius.  It  \$ 
certainly 
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certainly  fomething  that  cannot  be 
taught  by  words,  though  it  may  be 
learned  by  a  frequent  examination 
of  thofe  pidures  which'  poilefs  this 
excellence.  It  is  felt  by  very  few 
painters ;  and  it  is  as  rare  at  this 
time  among  the  hving  painters,  as 
anv  of  the  higher  excellencies  of 
the  art. 

"  This  power,  which  Rubens  pof- 
fefled  in  the  higheft  degree,  enabled 
him  to  reprefent  whatever  he  un- 
dertook, better  than  any  other  pain- 
ter. His  animals,  particularly  lions 
and  horfes,  are  fo  admirable,  that 
it  may  be  feid  they  were  never 
properly  reprefcnted  but  by  him. 
His  portraits  rank  with  the  beft 
works  of  the  painters  who  have 
made  that  branch  of  the  art  the  fole 
bufinefs  of  their  lives  ;  and  of  thofe 
he  has  left  a  great  variety  of  fpeci- 
mens.  The  fame  may  be  faid  of 
his  landfcapcs ;  and  though  Claude 
Lorrain  finiflied  more  minutely,  as 
becomes  a  prbfeffbr  in  any  particu- 
lar branch,  yet  there  isfuch  an  airy- 
nefs  and  facility  in  the  landfcapes 
of  Rubens,  that  a  painter  would  as 
foon  wifh  to  be  the  author  of  them 
as  thofe  of  Claude,  or  any  other 
artiil  whatever. 

"  The  pi^hires  of  Rubens  have 
this  effc6t  on  the  fpeclator,  that  he 
feels  himfelf  in  nowife  difpoled  to 
pick  out  and  dwell  on  his  defers. 
The  criticifms  which  are  made  on 
him  are,  indeed,  often  unreafon- 
able.  His  ftyle  ought  no  more  to 
be  blamed  for  not  having  th^  lub- 
Hmity  of  Michael  Ahgclo,'  than 
Ovid  (hould  be  cenfured  becaufe 
he  is  not  like  Virgil. 

"  However,  it  muft  be  acknow- 
ledged that  he  wanted  many  cxccl- 
iencies  which  would  have  perfectly 
united  with  his  ftyle*  Among  thoie 
wc  may  reckon  beauty  in  his  fe- 


male charafters :  fometimes  indeed 
they  make  approaches  to  it ;  they 
are  healthy  and  comely  women,  but 
fcldom,  if  ever,  poflefs  any  degree 
of  elegance.  The  fame  may  be  faid 
of  his  young  men  and  children* 
His  old  men  have  that  fort  of  dig- 
nity which  a  bufiiy  beard  will  con* 
fer ;  but  he  never  poflcfled  a  poet- 
ical conception  of  charaAer.  la 
his  rcprefentations  ot  the  higheft 
chara<5lers  in  the  chriftian  or  the 
fabulous  world,  inftead  of  fome- 
thing above  humanity,  which  might 
fill  the  idea  which  is  conceived  of 
fuch  beings,  the  fpe<^tor  finds  lit- 
tle more  than  mere  mortals,  fuch 
as  he  meets  with  every- day. 

"  The  incorrednefs  of  Rubens,  in 
regard  to  his  outline,  oftener  pro- 
ceeds from  hafte  and  carelelTnefs 
than  from  inability.  There  are,  ia 
his  great  works,  to  which  he  feems 
to  have  paid  more  particular  atten- 
tion, naked  figures,  as  eminent  for 
their  drawing  as  for  their  colouring. 
He  appears  to  have  entertained  a 
great  abhorrence  of  the  meagre  dry 
manner  of  his  predeceflbrs,  the  old 
German  and  Flemifli  painters ;  to 
avoid  which,  he  kept  his  outline 
large  and  flowing  :  tnis,  carried  to 
an  extreme,  produced  that  heavi- 
nefs  which  is  fo  frequently  found 
in  his  figures.  Another  defedt  of 
this  great  painter  is,  his  inattention 
to  the  foldings  of  his  drapery,  ef-. 
pecially  that  of  his  women :  it  is 
icarcely  ever  cait  with  any  choice 
or  /kill. 

"  Carlo  Maratti  and  Rubens  are^ 
in  this  refpedl,  in  oppofite  ex- 
tremes ;  one  difcovers  too  much  ' 
art  in  the  difpofitions  of  drapery,  - 
and  the  other  too  little.  Rubens's 
drapery,  befides,  is  not  properly 
hiftorical ;  the  quality  of  the  ihilf 
of  which  it  in  compcfed,  is  too  ac; 
curaicly 
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etirately  diftinguiflied ;  refembling 
the  manner  of  Paul  Veroncfc. 
This  drapery  is  lefs  offeniive  in 
Kubens  than  il  would  be  in  many 
other  painters,  slu  it  partly  contri- 
butes to  that  richnefs  which  is  the 
peculiar  charafter  of  his  ftyle, 
which  we  do  not  pretend  to  fet 
forth  as  of  the  moft  fimple  and  fub-> 
lime  kind. 

"  Th  e  d  1  flference  of  the  manner  of 
Rubens  from  that  of  any  other  pain- 
ter before  him,  is  in  nothing  more 
diflinguifliabic  than  in  his  colour- 
ing, which  is  totally  different  from 
that  of  Titian,  Corrcgio,  or  any  of 
the  great  colourills.  The  effe^ 
of  his  piftures  may  be  not  impro- 
perly compared  to  cUfters  of  flow- 
ers ;  all  his  colours  appear  as  clear 
and  as  beautiful :  at  the  fan\e  time 
he  has  avoided  that  tawdry  effc(^ 
which  one  would  expe(5l  fuch  gay 
colours  to  produce ;  in  this  refped 
Jfefcmbling  Barocci  more  than  any 
other  painter.  What  was  faid  of 
an  ancient  painter  may  be  applied 
to  Ihofe  two  artifts, -r- That  their 
figures  look  as  if  they  fed  upon 
rofes. 

^Mt  would  be  a  curious  and  a 
profitable  ftudy  for  a  painter  to  ex- 
amine the  difference,  and  the  caufe 
of  that  difference,  of  effe4fl  in  the 
works  of  Corregio  and  Rubens, 
both  excellent  in  different  ways. 
The  preference  probably  would  be 

fiven  according  to  the  different 
abits  of  the  connoifleur.  Thofe 
who  had  received  their  firft  impref- 
iions  from  the  works  of  Rubens, 
would  ccnfure  Corregio  as  heavy ; 
and  the  admirers  of  Corregio  would 
fay  Rubens  wanted  folidity  of  ef- 
fc6k.  There  is  a  lightnefs,  airynefs, 
and  facility  in  Rubens*  his  advo- 
catas  will  urge,  and,  comparatively, 
a  bborious  heaviness  in  Corregio ; 


whofe  admirers  will  complain  o/ 
Rubens's  manner  being  cardefii 
and  unfiniihed,  whilft  the  w^orks  of 
Corregio  are  wrought  to  the  high- 
eft  degree  of  delicacy ;  and  what 
may  be  advanced  in  favour  of  Cor- 
rcgio's  breadth  of  light,  will,  by  hia 
cenfurers,  be  called  affected  and 
pedantic.  It  muft  be  obferved 
that  we  are  fpeaking  folely  of  the 
manner,  the  effeft  of  the'pichire; 
and  we  may  conclude,  according  to 
the  cuftom  in  paftoral  poetry^  by 
bcftowing  on  each  of  thefe  illiifhi- 
ous  painters  a  garland,  without  at- 
tributing fuperiority  to  cither. 

**  To  conclude,  I  will  venture  to 
repeat  in  favour  of  Rubens>  what 
1  liave  before  faid  in  regard  to  the 
Dutch  fchool,— that  thole  who  can- 
not fee  the  extraordinary  merit  of 
this  great  paiater,  cither  have  a 
narrow  conception  of  the  variety  of 
art,  or  are  led  away  by  the  affeJfla- 
tion  of  approving  nothing  but  what 
comes  from  the  Italian  ichooL" 

Mr.  Malone  has  prefixed  to  this 
edition,  an  account  of  the  lite  and 
writings  of  Sir  Jofliua  Reynolds, 
drawn  up  in  plain  and  unatluming 
language;  from  which  we  fliall  ex- 
traa  the  following  fketch :  — 

"  Jofliua  Reynolds  mus  born  at 
Plympton,  Devon fl)i re,  July  i6th, 
1723  ;  the  fon  of  Samuel  Reynolds 
and  Theophila  Potter.  He  was  on 
every  fide  conne<fted  with  the 
church ;  for  both  hib  father  and 
grandfather  were  in  holy  orders; 
and  his  mother  and  maternal  grand- 
mother were  daughters  of  clei^'- 
men.  Having  in  childhood  mani- 
fefted  a  difpohtion  for  drawing,  hi» 
father  placed  him,  at  feventeen, 
imder  Hudfon,  the  moft  eminent 
Englifli  portrait -painter  of  that 
time;  witli  whom  he  remained 
about  three  years.  —  la  1749,  he 
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t*ent  to  Italy,  where  he  fhidied  dur- 
ing  nearly  three  years.  Mr.  Rey- 
nolds, who  was  no  mufician,  relates 
a  circumftance  that  will  confirm  the 
ftory  which  every  one  has  heard  of 
the  natives  of  Switzeriand,  in  a  fo- 
reign country,  being  feized  with 
the  MalaJie  du/iais^  on  their  hear- 
ing a  vulgar  national  melody  play- 
ed, called  the  Ran%  des  vaches^z  cow- 
keeper's  tune.     He  fays, 

♦♦  When  he  was  at  Venice,  in 
compliment  to  the  EngUih  gentle- 
men then  rcfiding  there,  the  ma- 
nage of  the  opera  ene  night  order- 
ed the  band  to  play  ^n  Englifli  bal- 
lad-tune. Happening  to  be  the  po- 
pular air  which  was  played  or  fung 
in  almoft  every  ftfcet  juft  at  the 
time  of  their  kaving  London,  by 
iuggelHng  to  them  that  metropolis, 
with  all  its  connexions  and  endear- 
ing circumftances,  it  immediately 
brought  tears  into  our  author^s  eyes, 
as  well  as  into  thofe  of  his  country- 
«icn  who  were  prefent. 

**  Very  foon  after  his  return  from 


Italy,  his  acquaintance  with  Dr. 
Johnfon  commenced,  which  foon 
mellowed  into  a  clofe  and  uninter* 
jupted  friend  (hip,  as  durable  as  their 
lives.     His  firft  refidence  in  Lon* 
don,  after  his  travels,  was  in  NeuF* 
port-ftreet.  —  In  1759,  he  firft  be- 
gan to  exercifc  his  pen,  by  furnifh- ' 
mg  his  friend  Johnfon  with  three 
eiiays  for  the  idler,  in  the  form  of 
letters,  on  the  fubjed  of  painting, — 
In  1761,  he  removed  to  Leicefter- 
fquare,  where  he  continued  fill  the 
time  of  his  death.— In  1769,  on  the 
inftitution  of  the  Royal  Academy 
of  Painting,  Sculpture,  and  Archx- 
te<fture,  Mr.  Reynolds,  holding  un- 
queftionably  the  firfl  rank  in  his 
profeiiion,    was  nominated  preii- 
dent,  and  foon  afterward  received 
the  honour  of  knighthood.     Hi* 
fituation  in  the  academy  gave  birth 
to  his  admirable  difcourlcs,  which 
have  gained  him  nearly  as  much  re- 
putation in  literature  as  the  pro- 
dudlions  of  his  pencil  obtained  for 
him  in  painting*.'* 

Sooa 


^  In  allunon  to  Mr.  M'Cormick's  alTerttoii  of  Mr.  Barkers  being  the  author 
€if  thefc  dilcGurleSy  as  inentioaed  in  hit  Life  of  Burke,  which  we  have  noticed  im 
page  557  of  th;s  volume,  Mr.  Malone  infeits  the  foUowio^  note:—**  A  new  hy- 
pothecs has  been  lately  fuggefted;  and,  among  many  other  ftatements  concerning 
the  late  Mr.  Burke,  which  I  know  to  t)e  erroneous,  we  have  been  confidently  told 
ghat  they  were  wrinen  by  that  gentleman. 

**  The  readers  of  poetry  are  not  to  learn,  that  a  fimilartale  his  been  told  of  fomc 
#f  our  celebrated  Englilh  poets.  According  to  fome,  Dcnham  did  not  wnie  hit 
admired  Cooper's  Hill  j  and,  with  a  certain  fpccies  of  critics, our  great  moral  poet 
fells  us. 


-Moft  tuthors  ftcal  their  worts,  or  buy ; 


**  Gaithdid  not  write  his  own  Dis  pens  art." 

-**  Such  infmuations,  however  agreeable  to  the  envious  and  malignant,  who  may 
give  them  a  temporary  currency,  can  have  but  little  weight  with  the  judicious  and 
ingenious  pan  or  mankind,  and  therefores  in  general,  only  incrit  Hlcnt  contempt. 
But  that  Mr.  Burke  was  the  author  of  all  fuch  -pares  of  his  difcourfcs  as  do  nU 
rcUte  to paint'iM^  andfculpiurc  (whatlhcle  are,  the  dilcovercr  of  this  prf^tcnded  ie- 
crct  has  not  informed  us)  has  lately  been  fp  peremptorily  aflcrtcd,  and  lb  panicu* 
lar  an  appeal  has  been  made  on  this  occafion  to  their  editor,  that  1  thiok  it  my  duty 
to  refute  this  injurious  cat uinny,' left' poilerity  fhould  be  deceived  and  mifled  by 
^c  minuuncfs  of  uocontradidied  niif^cprefcDtacionj  delivered  to  the  w^tid  with  afl 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


496  .  ANNUAL    REGISTER,    i>97. 

Soon  after  Ihe  publication  of  his  tetmgnare  iu  cmtaitment  qaej^airejk* 

firft  feven  difcourfes,  coile^vely,  tie  a  la  Tenure  de  fes  excelUm  Difetmn 

**  He  had  the  honour  to  receive  fir  la  Pemfme.*    Before  he  received 

from  the  late  Emprefs  of  Ruffia,  a  this  mark  of  her  Imperial  Majcfty's 

cold  box  with  a  ii^  relievo  of  her  favour,  he  had  been  commiifioncd 

imperial   Majefty   in  the  lid,   fet  to  paint  an  hiflorical  pidure  for  her, 

round  with  diamonds,  accompani-  on  anv  fubjed  that  he  tliought  fit, 

ed  with  a  note  within,  written.with  The  Aibject  which  be  chole  was, 

her  own   hand,   containing  thefe  the  infant  Hercules  fIraiigUng  the 

words: — ^PwrleCievalierReymUs^en  ferpents.     For  this  pifture,  which 

the  confidence  of  tnich.  Foitunately  I  am  able  to  give  a  more  dedfive  tcftimoDf 
on  this  fubjcfl  than  would  reafonably  be  expe£led  from  any  one  man  conccniiog. 
the  wtitings  of  another, 

**  To  the  qucftion,then,  whcther.I  have  not  found  among  my  late  friend's  papers, 
ieveral  of  his  difcourfes  in  the  hand-writing  of  Mr.  Burke,  or  of  fome  other  u«' 
named  perfon,  1  anfwer  that  I  never  faw  any  one  of  bis  difcourfes  in  the  hand, 
writing  of  that  iltuftrious  ftatefman,  or  of  any  other  perfon  whatfocv.'r,  except  Sir 
Jofliua  Reynolds :  and,  fecondly,  I  fay,  that  I  am  as  firmly  perfuaded  that  the 
wholo  body  of  tbofe  admirable  difcourfes  was  compofcd  by  Sir  Joiliua  Reynolds, 
as  I  am  certain  that  I  am  at  this  moment  employing  my  pen  in  vindication  of  his 
fame«  1  do  not  mean  to  aflert  that  he  did  not  avail  himfeif  of  the  judgment  of  his 
critical  friends,  to  render  them  as  perfect  as  he  could ;  or  that  be  was  above  receiv* 
ing  from  them  that  fpccies  of  literary  alfidancc  which  every  candid  literary  man  is 
willing  to  receive,  and  which  even  tliat  tranfccndaot  genius  Mr.  Burke,  in  fome 
inftauccs,  did  not  difdain  to  accept  Of  the  early  diioourfes,  therefore,  I  have  no 
doubt  that  fome  were  fubmitted  to  Dr.  Johofon,  and  fome  to  Mr.  Burke,  for  their 
examination  and  revifion ;  and  probably  each  of  thofe  perfons  fuggcfltd  to  their 
author  fome  minute  verbal  improvements.  Four  of  the  latter  difcourfes,  in  his  own 
hand^writing,  and  warm  from  the  brain,  the  author  did  me  the  honour  to  fubmit 
10  my  perufal  \  and  with  great  fi-eedom  I  fuggefted  to  him  fome  verbal  alterations, 
aod  fome  new  arrangennents  in  each  of  them,  which  he  very  readily  adopted.  Of 
one,  I  well  remember,  he  gave  me  the  general  outline  in  converiation  as  we  re« 
turned  together  from  an  excurfion  to  the  count rv,  and  before  it  was  vet  committed 
to  paper.  He  foon  afterwards  compofed  that  ^ifcourfe,  conformably  t  >  the  plan 
which  he  had  crayoned  out,  and  fcnc  it  to  me  for  fuch  remarks  on  the  language  of 
it  as  (hould  occur  to  me.  When  he  wrote  his  laft  difcourfe,  I  was  not  4li  London  i  * 
and  ^hat  difcourfe,  I  know,  was  fubmitted  to  the  critical  examination  of  another 
friend ;  and  that  friend  was  not  Mr.  Burke.  Such '  was  the  mighty  ^td  that  our 
author  received  from  thofe  whom  he  honoured  with  his  confidence  and  cfteem  ! 

«<  The  reader  has  before  him  the  tedimonv  of  Sir  Jofliua  Reynolds  himfeif,  as 
far  as  this  calumny  relates  to  Dr.  Johnfon;  ne  has  the  dccifive'teftimony  of  Mr. 
Burke,  both  in  a  paflage  already  quoted,  and  :n  a  further  extta£k  from  one  of  his 
letters  to  the  editor,  which  will  be  found  in  a  iubfequent  page;  and  if  fuch  high 
authorities  can  admit  of  any  additional  confirmation,  he  has  (whatever  it  may  be 
worth)  the  teftimony  of  the  editor  alfo.  Let  this  plam  tale,  therefore,  for  ever  feat 
up  the  lips  of  thofe  who  have  prefumed  moft  unjuftly  to  fully  and  depreciate  the 
literary  reputation  uf  a  man  who  is  acknowledged,  by  the  unanimous  voice  of  his 
contemporaries,  to  have  been  a  fignal  ornament  of  the  age  in  ivKich  he  lived;  uho 
was  not  lefs  profound  in  the  theory  than  excellent  in  the  pra6tice  of  his  art;  and 
whofc  admirable  works  of  each  kind,  will  cranfmit  his  n^me,  with  untading  iuftre, 
to  the  latclt  poftcrity.'' 

•/  is 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


ACCOUNT    OF   BOOKS. 


497' 


\%  now  at  St.  Peterfburg,  his  exe- 
cutors received  from  her  Imperial 
Majefiy  fifteen  hundred  guineas." 

Though  nothing  renuuicable  oc- 
curred between  '  1770  and  1780, 
the  produ6tions  of  his  pencil  will 
fufficiently  iacquit  him  from  the 
charge  of  indolence  or  inaAivity 
during  that  period. , 

The  years  bptween  1769  and 
1790,  incluftve,  he  exhibited  at  the 
Royal  Academy  two  hundred  and 
forty^four  pictures ;  at  the  exhibi- 
tions previous  to  the  inflitulion  of 
the  academy,  between  1760  and 
1763,  twenty-five:  total 269.  In 
the  whole  of  this  period,  the  year 
1767  was  the  only  one  in  which  he 
exhibited  nothing. 

The  fmgle  portraits  of  this  inde- 
fatigable artilt  are  innumerable; 
and  in  the  higher  flyle  of  hiflory- 
painting  and  rancy  pieces,  Mr.  Ma- 
lone  has  given  a  lift  of  nearly  100 ; 
with  which,  he  truly  obferves,  not 
only  various  cabinets  at  home  have 
been  enriched,  but  the  fame  of  the 
Englifli  fchool  extended  to  foreign 
countries. 

In  July  1781,  in  order  to  view 
the  moft  celebrated  prodiiftions  of 
the  Flemifli  and  Dutch  fchools,  in 
company  with  his  friend  Mr.  Met- 
calfe, he  made  a  tour  to  the  Nether- 
lands and  Holland. 

In  1783,  Mr.  Mafon  having  d* 
niflied  his  elegant  tranilation  of  Du 
Krefnoy's  Art  of  Painting,  Our  au- 
thor enriched  tliat  work  with  a  ve- 
ry ample  and  ingenious  commen- 
tary. In  17  84,  on  the  death  of 
Mr.  Ramfay,  in  the  following  year, 
our  author  was '  fworn  principal 
painter  in  ordinary  to  his  Majefty ; 
which  office  hS  pofTefled  to  his 
death. 

Mr.  Malone  has  inferted  an  edit- 
Vol.  XXXiX. 


ed  fragment  of  an  intended  dif- 
courfe,  in  .vhich  his  friend  defigned 
to  comprife  a  hiflory  of  his  mmd j 
whiph,  indeed,  all  his  printed  dif- 
courfcs  feem  to  have  done  fo  com- 
pletely, as  far  as  his  art  is  concern- 
ed, that  nothing  is  left  to  his  bio- 
grapher's ingenuity  and  penetration 
on  the  fubje6t.  The  ingenuous 
manner  in  which  Sir  Jofhua  con- 
feflcs,  in  this  firagment,  his  incon* 
flancy  and  frcouent  failures  in  co^ 
louring,  is  cnara^riflic  of  the' 
ftanknefs  and  probity  of  his  nature. 

For  a  very  long  period,  Sir  Jo- 
fliua  Reynolds  enjoyed  an  uninter- 
rupted flate  of  good  health,  to 
which  his  cuftom  of  painting,  fhmd- 
ing  (a  pradtice  which,  we  believe, 
he  firfl  introduced)  may  be  fupw 
pofed  in  fome  degree  to  have  con- 
tributed ;  at  leafl  by  this  n\eans  he 
efcaped  thofe  diforders  which  ar6 
incident  to  a  fedentary  life.  He 
was  indeed,  in  the  year  178!2,  dif- 
trefled  for  a  (liort  time  by  a  flight 
paralytic  affeftion  ;  which,  how- 
ever, made  fo  little  impreflion  on 
him.  that  in  a  few  weeks  he  was 
pcrfcftly  reftored,  and  never  after- 
wards fufFered  any  inconvenience 
from  that  malady.  But  in  July 
1789,  when  he  had  very  nearly  fi- 
nidied  the  portrait  of  l^dy  Beau- 
champ  (now  Marchionefs  of  Hert- 
ford) the  laft  female  portrait  he 
ever  painted,  he  for  the  firfl  time 
perceived  his  fight  (6  much  afFe£i- 
ed,  that  he  found  it  difficult  to  pro- 
ceed ;  and  in  a  few  months  after- 
wards, in  ipltc  of  the  aid  of  the 
mofl  ikilful  ociiHfts,  he  was  entirely 
deprived  of  the  fight  of  his  left  eye. 

After  fome  itniggles,  Xcit  his  re-» 

mainingeye  fliould  bealfo  afreAcd, 

he  determined  to  paint  no  morej 

which  to  him  was  a  very  ferious 

li  misfortune^ 
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misfortime,  fincc  he  was  thxis  de- 
prived of  an  employment  that  af- 
forded him  conflant  amufement, 
and  which  he  lovtrd  much  more 
for  it5  own  fake  than  on  account 
of  the  great  emoluments  with  which 
the  prac\ice  of  his  art  waj  attended. 
StilJ,  however,  he  retained  his  ufual 
fpirits  i  was  amtifed  by  reading,  or 
hearing  others  read  to  him,  and 
{wlook  of  the  fociety  of  hi^  friends 
w  ith  the  fame  pleafiire  as  formerly  : 
but  in  October,  1791,  having  ftrong 
apprehcnflons  tliat  a  tnmor,  accom- 
panied w  1th  an  inflammation,  which 
took  place  over  tlie  eye  that  had 
perl  (lied,  might  affcdt  the  other  al- 
fo,  he  became  fbmcwhat  dejc6bed. 
Meanwhile  he  laboured  under  a 
m  Lich  more  dan  eerous  difeafc,  whi  th 
deprived  him  both  of  his  wonted 
i'pirits  and  his  appetite,  though  he 
was  wholly  unable  to  explain  to  his 
phvlicians  the  nature  or  feat  of  his 
diiorder.  During  this  period  of 
gi^at  affli^ion  to  all  his  friends,  hia 
malady  was  by  many  fuppofed  to 
be  imaginary- ;  and  it  was  conceiv- 
ed that,  if  he  would  but  exert  him- 
felf,  he  could  fliake  it  off.  This 
inilance,  however,  may  ferve  to 
ihew,  that  (he  patient  beft  knows 
what  he.  fuffers ;  and  that  few  long 
complain  of  bodily  ailments  witli- 
out  an  adecjuatc  caufc ;  for  at  length 
(but  not  till  about  a  fortnight  be- 
tore  his  death)  the  feat  of  his  difor- 
der  was  found  to  be  in  his  liver,  the 
inordinate  growth  of  which,  as  it 
2tfterward$  appeared,  had  incom- 
moded all  /he  functions  of  life  J  and 
of  this  difeafe,  which  he  bore  witli 
the  ereateft  fortitude  and  patience^ 
he  died,  after  a  confinement  of 
near  three  months,  at  his  houfe  in 
Leiceilcr-Fields,  on  Thurfday  cveo* 
ing,  February  l2Sd,  11 9^2, 


Dtfirfmiimt  am/ Afijcrffattectis  Fleets  m 
lating  to  the  Hijtmy  ami  Anttfmheij 
tlte  Arts^  ScitmctSy  and  iJinattsre  ^ 
jffia.    BfilalMeSirWimamrJme^^ 

IN  the  third  volume  of  this  publi-> 
cation,  are  extra^led  the  moft 
ufcful  and  entertauning  diilertaljoos 
contained  in  the  Afiatic  Reie^rches ; 
among  which  the  editors  have  done 
jufiice  to  their  own  (aAe,  and  to 
that  of  (he  public,  by  a  well-judged 
partiality  to  the  e^ys  of  the  late 
learned  and  ingenious  Sir  William 
Jones.  They  lave  aUb  infcrted  his 
admirable  preface  to  the  Hindu 
law,  though  not  contained  in  the 
volume  from  which  the  other  pieces 
are  fele^ed. 

The  fourth  voluoie,  from  the 
difficult V  and  expence  of  obtainixtg 
books  from  India,  is  reprinted  ver- 
batim from  the  Calcutta  quarto  edi« 
tiou ;  and  does  infinite  credit  to  the 
induidry  and  learning  of  our  coun-^ 
trymen  in  the  EaA  Indies;  whoie 
ardour  in  the  purfuit  of  ufefui 
knowledge  has  not  been  relaxed 
by  the  lofs  of  their  late  amiable  and 
ever  to  be  lamented  prciident. 

To  enumerate  all  the  articles 
that  cbmpofe  thefe  volumes  would, 
be  tedious;  to  mention  the  bed, 
i[ividious:  we  can  only  fay  thattlio 
peruial  of  them  cannot  but  atford 
great  pleaiure  to  every  clafs  of 
readers,  from  the  variety  of  fubjc^Sh 
treated  on,  and  from  the  general 
interefl  that  muft  .be  excited  by 
the  accounts  of  the  manners  and 
cufloms  of  a  people,  tliough  dif- 
tant,  yet  living  under  the  fame 
happy  government  as  ourfelves* 

We  think  we  cannot  pay  a  bet- 
ter tribute  i  to  the  memory  of  Sir 
William  Jones,  than  by  giving  our 
readers. 
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ivadeis  an  account  of  his  various 
fhidies  and  ptlbHc^lions,  extfaAed 
from  llie  eulogium  on  his  life  and 
writings  pronounced  by  his  iuccef- 
for  Sir  John  Shore,  on  the  ii2d  of 
May,  1794-,  and  addrefled  to  a  meet- 
ing of  the  Society. 

**  To  define  with  accuracy  the 
variety,  vakie,  and  extent  of  his  li- 
tefary  attainments,  requires  more 
learning  than  I  pretend  to  poffefs ; 
and  I  am  therefore  to  folicit  your 
indulgence  for  an  impcrfe^^  fketch, 
rather  tKan  expeft  your  approba- 
tion for  a  complete  defcription  of 
the  talents  and  knowledge  of  your 
late  and  iamenlcd  prefident. 

*•  I  fliali  begin  with  mentioning 
hh  wonderful  capacity  for  the  ac- 
quifition  of  languages,  which  has 
never  been  excelled.  In  Greek 
aftd  Roman  literature,  his  early 
proficiency  was  the  fubje<5l  of  ad- 
miration and  appiaufe ;  and  know- 
ledge of  whatever  nature  once  ob- 
tained by  him,  was  ever  afterwards 
progreffive.  The  more  elegant 
dialefts  of  modern  Europe,  the 
PVcnch,  the  Spanifti,  and  the  Ita- 
lian, he  fpoke  and  wrote  with  the 
greateft  fluency  and  {^ecifion  ;  and 
the  German  and  Portuguefe  were 
familiar  to  him.  At  an  early  pe- 
riod  of  life,  his  application  to  ori- 
ental literature  commenced ;  he 
ihidied.the  Hebrew  wilheafe  and 
fuccefs  'f  and  many  of  the  moll 
learned  Afiatics  have  the  candour 
to  avow,  that  his  knowledge  of 
Arabic  and  Perfian  was  as  accurate 
and  extenfive  as  tlieir  own :  he 
was  alfo  converfant  in  the  Turkifli 
idioms;  and  the  Chinefe  had  even 
attradled  his  notice  fo  far  as  to  in- 
duce him  to  learn  the  radical  cha- 
rafters  of  that  language,  with  a 
view  perhaps  to  farther  improve- 
iqents.    U  was  to  bjs  expe^ed,  af- 


ter his  arrival  in  India,  that  he  woultl 
eagerly  embrace  the  opportunity 
of  making   himfelf  mafkr   of  the 
Sanfcrit ;  and  the  moft  enlightened 
pfofeflbrs  of  the  do^^rine*?  of  Brah- 
ma confefs  with  pride,  delight,  and 
lurprifr,  that  his  knowledge  of  their ' 
facred  dialed   was  moft   critically 
correft  and  profound.    The  Pun- 
dits, who  were  in  the  habit  of  at- 
tending him,  when  I  faw  them  af- 
ter his  death  at  a  public  Durbar, 
could  neither  fupprefs  their  tears 
for  his  lofs,  nor  find  terms  to  ex- 
prefs  their  admiration  of  the  won- 
derful progrefs  he  had    made  in 
their  fciences. 

"  Before  the  expiration  of  his 
twenty-fccond  year,  he  had  com- 
pleted' his  Commentaries  on  the 
Poetry  of  the  Afialics,  although  a 
confiderable  time  afterwards  clapf- 
ed  before  their  publication;  and 
this  work,  if  no  other  monument 
of  his  labours  exifted,  would  at 
once  furriifli  proofs  of  his  confum- 
mate  fkill  in  the  oriental  dialers,  of 
his  proficiency  in  thofe  of  Rome 
and  Greece,  of  tafte  and  erudition ' 
far  beyond  his  years,  and  of  talents 
and  application  without  example." 

But  the  judgment  of  Sir  Willian^ 
Jones  was  too  difcerning  to  confi- 
der  language  in  any  other  light  than 
as  the  kev  of  fcience ;  and  he  would 
have  defpifed  the  reputation  of  a 
mere  linguift.  Knowledge  and  truth 
were  the  object  of  allhis  ftudies; 
and  his  ambition  was  to  be  ufcfiil 
to  mankind.  With  thcfe  views  he 
extended  his  refearches  to  all  lan- 
guages, nations,  and  times.  f 

Such  were  the  motives  that  in- 
duced him  to  prbpofe  to  the  go-' 
vernment  of  this  country,  what  he 
juftly  denominated  a  work  of  na-' 
tional  utility  and  importance,  the 
compilation  of  a  copious  Digeft"  x>f 
.1  i  '2  Hindis 
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Hmdo  and  Mahommedan  Law^  from 
Sanfcrit  and  Arabic  originals,  with 
an  olfer  to  fuperintend  the  compi- 
laiiopf  and  with  a  promife  to  tranf- 
late  it.  He  had  forefeen,  previous 
to  his  departure  from  Europe,  that, 
without  the  aid  of  fuch  a  work,  the 
wife  and  benevolent  intentions  of 
the  Icgiflature  of  Great  Briton,  in 
leavii^  to  a  certain  extent  the  na- 
tive* of  <hefc  fwovinces  in  poflef- 
•  fion  of  their  own  laws,  could  not  be 
complclclv  fulfilled  ;  and  his  expe- 
rience, after  a  fliort  refidence  in 
India,  cm  firmed  v.- hat  his  fagacity 
had  anticipated,  that,  without  prin- 
ciples to  refer  to  in  a  language  fa- . 
miliar  to  the  judges  of  the  courts, 
adjixlications  amongfl  the  natives 
muft  too  often  be  fubjeifl  to  an  un- 
certain and  erroneous  expoiition, 
or  wilful  raiilnterpretation  of  their 
laws. 

**  To  the  fuperin tendance  of 
this  work,  which  was  immediately 
undertaken  at  his  fugecflion,  he  al- 
fiduouHy  devoted  thole  hours  which 
he  could  ibarc  from  his  profef&onal 
duties.  After  tracing  the  plan  of 
the  Digcft,  he  prefcribed  its  ar- 
rangement and  mode  of  execution, 
and  felecled  from  the  moil  learned 
Hindus  and  Mahommedans  fit  per- 
fons  for  tlie  tafk  of  compilinc;  it. . 
Flattered  by  his  attention,  and  en- 
couraged by  his  applaufe,  the  Pun- 
dits profecuted  their  labours  with 
cheerful  zeal  to  a  fatisfsidory  con- 
dufion.  The  Molavces  have  alfo 
nearly  finilhcd  their  portion  of  the 
work;  but  we  muft  ever  regret, 
that  the  promifed  trantlation,  as 
wey  as  the  meditated  preliminary 
diflertation,  iiave  been  fri^ftrated  by 
that  decree,  which  fo  often  inter- 
cepts the  performance  of  human 
purpofes.'* 

^rinj;  the  £Ourfc  of  this  compi- 


hlion,  and  as  an  auxiliary  to  it,  he 
was  lal  to  ftudy  the  worlb  of  Mc-- 
nu,  reputed  by  the  Hindus  to  be 
the  oldefl  and  holieft  of  kpiihton  ; 
and  finding  them  to  compnie  a  iyf- 
tern  of  religious  and  avil  duties, 
and  of  law  in  aU  ^its  branches,  fa 
comprchenfive  and 'minutely  eza6l, 
that  it  might  be  confiderecf  as  the 
inftitutes  of  Hindu  law,  he  preient-» 
ed  a  tranllation  of  them  to  the  go- 
vemment  of  Bengal.  During  tb^^ 
fame  period,  deeming  no  labour 
exceflivcor  Aiperfluous  that  tended 
in  any  rcfpe6k  to  promote  the  wel- 
fare or  happinefs  of  mankind,  he. 
gave  the  public  an  Engliih  verfioo 
of  the  Arabic  text  of  the  Sirajijah, 
or  Mahommedan  law  of  inheritance, 
with  a  comn^ntary.  He  had  al- 
ready publiilied  In  England,  » 
tranflation  of  a  tra6t  on  the  fame 
lubjeft  by  another  Mahommedan 
lawyer,  containing,  as  his  own 
words  exprefs,  *  a  lively  and  ele- 
gant epitome  of  the  law  of  inherit- 
ance of  Zsud.' 

The  vanity  and  petulance  of 
Anquetil  du  Perron,  with  his  ilUbe- 
ral  reflections  on  fome  of  the  kani* 
ed  members  ^f  the  univerfity  of 
Oxford, extorted  from  him  a  letter 
in  the  French  language,  which  has 
been  admired  for  accurate  criticifm, 
juft  fatire,  and  elegant  compofition. 
A  regard  for  the  literary  reputatioi* 
of  his  country,  induced  hiat  tor- 
tranllatc,  from  Perfian  original,  in- 
to French,  the  life  of  Nadir  Shalv 
that  it  might  not  be  carried  out  of 
England  with  a  reflexion,  that  no : 
perfon  had  been  found  in  the  Bri- 
tifli  doniinions  capable  of  tranilat- 
ing  it.  The  ftuden»s  of  Perfian  U-r 
terature  muft  ever  be  grateful  t<^ 
him  for  a  grammar  of  that  language, 
in  which  he  has  fliown  the  pollibi-- 
lityNof  combining;  tafie  and  elegance^ 

with 
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"^ith  the  precifion  of  a  jgrammarian ; 
mnd  every  admirer  01  Arabic  poe- 
try muft  acknowledge  his  obliga- 
tioDS  to  him  for  an  Englifh  veruon 
of  the  feven  celebrated  poems,  fo 
well  known  by  the  name  of  Moal- 
lakat,  from  the  diflin^Hon  to  which 
their  excellence  had  entitled  them, 
<of  being  fufpcnded  in  the  temple 
of  Mecca. 

"  Of  his  lighter  produdions,  the 
elegant  amuicments  of  his  leifure 
hours,  comprehending  hymns  on 
the  Hindu  mythology,  poems,  con- 
fifling  chiefly  of  tranflations  from 
the  Afiatic  languages,  and  the  ver- 
Con  of  Sacontak,  an  ancient  In- 
<lian  drama,  it  would  be  unbecom- 
ing to  fpeak  in  a  ftyle  of  import- 
ance which  he  did  not  himfeif  an- 
nex to  them.  They  (how  the  ac- 
tivity of  a  vigorous,  mind,  its  fer- 
tility, its  genius,  and  its  tafte.  Nor 
iliall  I  particularly  dwell  on  the 
<lifcourfes  addrefled  to  this  Society, 
which  we  have  all  perufed  or  heard, 
or  on  tlie  other  learned  and  inter- 
cfHng  diflertations  which  form  fo 
large  and  valuable  a  portion  of  the 
records  of  our  rcfcarchc&.  Let  us 
lament  that  the  fpirit  which  dic- 
tated them  is. to  us  extin6l,aiid  that 
the  voice,  to  which  we  liftencd  with 
improvement  and  rapture,  will  be 
licard  by  us  no  more. 

"  Bui  1  cannot  pafs  over  a  paper, 
which  has  fallen  into  my  poffcmon 
fmce  his  deniife,  in  tlu:  hand-writ- 
ing of  Sir  William  Jones  himfeif, 
entitled  DcHderata,  as  n»orc  explan- 
atory than  any  thing  I  can  fay  of 
the  coraprchenlive  views  of  liis  en- 
lightened mind.  It  contains,  as  a 
pcrufal  of  it  will  fhow,  v/hatcver 
4s  mod  curious,  important,  and  at- 
iaioable  in  the  fciences  and  hif- 
Tories  of  India,  Arabia,  China,  and 
**J'artary;  fubjc<fts  which  he  had 
^pfL^y  aiofi  amply  difcu&d  in  Uu; 


difqui(itions  which  he  laid  before 
the  Society. 

**  I  have  hitherto  principally  con- 
fined my  difcourfe  to  the  purfuitsi 
of  our  late  prcfident  in  oriental  li- 
terature, which  iifom  their  extent 
might  appear  to  have  occupied  all 
his  time;  but  they  neither  pre- 
cluded his  attention  to  pro5effional 
fhidies,  nor  to  fcience  m  general. 
Amongfl  his  publications  in  £u<- 
rope,  in  polite  literature,  exdufivc 
of  various  compoiitions  in  profe 
and  verfe,  I  find  a  Tranflation  of  the 
Speeches  of  Ifaeus,  with  a  learned 
comment ;  and  in  law,  an  Effiiy  on 
the  Law  of  Bailments.  Upon  the 
fubjcift  of  this  laft  work,  I  cannot 
deny  myfelf  the  gratification  of 
quoting  the  fentimcnt*  of  a  cele- 
brated hiftorian:  "  Sir  William 
"  Jones  has  given  an  ingenious  and 
"  rational  Ellay  on  the  Law  of  Baili- 
"  ments.  He  is  perhaps  the  only 
"  lawyer  equally  convcifant  witk 
"  the'  year-books  of  Wefbninfter, 
*'•  the  Commentaries  of  Ulpianp 
"  the  Attic  Pleadings  of  Ifaeus,  and. 
"  the  fentenccs  ot  Arabian  and 
"  Pcifian  Cadhis," 

"  Kis  profeiiional  lludics  did  not 
commence  before  his  twentieth 
year;  and  1  have  his  own  authority 
for  afTcrting,  that  the  firll  book  of 
Engiiili  jurifprudence  u-hich  he 
ever  ftudicd,  was  Fortefcue's  Eflay 
in  Praife  of  the  Laws  of  England. 

*'  His  addreffes  to  the  jurors  were 
not  Icfs  dilHnguiihed  for  philanthro- 
py and  liberality  of  fentiment, 
than  for  juft  cxpofitions  of  the 
law,  pcrfpicuity,  and  elegance  of 
di<^i(m ;  and  his  oratory  was  as 
captivating  as  his  arguments  were 
convincing. 

**  In  an  Epilogue  to  his  Commen- 
taries on  Afiatic  Poetry,  he  bids 
farewell  to  polite  literature,  with^rt 
relinquiihini;   liis  aii'c^on  for  it: 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


501      ANNUAL    REGISTER,    1797. 


and  condudes  yinA  tn  iodinatioii 
of  his  inlention  to  fludy  Law,  ex* 
prefied  in  a  wifii,  which  we  now 
know  to  hdve  been  prophetic. 

Miki  ity  otOf  nan  iiMtiit   toga, 

Mec  indtfcru  Imgvy^  occ  ciii^s  BMinn  ! 

*^  I  hare  alendy  enumerated  at- 
tatmnettts  and  workSf  which,  from 
their  dnrcrfity  and  extent,  feem  htr 
borond  the  capacity  of  the  moft 
enlarged  minds ;  but  the  catalogue 
may  yet  be  augmented.  To  a  pro- 
ficieniyin  the  languages  of  Greece, 
Kome/and  Ata,  be  added  tlie  know- 
ledge of  the  philofophy  of  thofe 
countries,  and  of  every  thing  cu- 
rious and  valuable  that  had  been 
taught  in  them.  The  dodrines  of 
the  Academy,  the  Lyceum,  or  the 
Portico,  we/e  not  more  familiar  to 
him  than  the  tenets  of  the  Vedas, 
the  myfticifm  of  the  Sufis,  or  the 
religion  of  the  ancient  Perfians; 
and  whilft,  with  a  kindred  genius, 
he  pcnifed  with  rapture  the  heroic, 
lyric,  or  moral  compofitions  of  the 
moft  renowned  poets  of  Greece, 
Rome,  and  -Afia,  ne  could  turn  with 
equal  delight  and  knowledge  to  the 
fublime  (peculations  or  mathema- 
tical calculations  of  Barrow  and 
Newton.  With  them  alfo  he  pro- 
failed  his  conviftion  of  the  truth  of 
the  Chriftian  religion ;  and  he  juftly 
deenwd  it  no  inconfiderablc  advan- 
tage that  his  rcfcarches  had  corro- 
borated the  multiplied  evidence  of 
revelation,  by  confirming  the  Mo- 
fidc  account  of  the  primitive  world. 

**  There  were,  in  truth,  few  fci- 
encesin  which  he  had  not  acquired 
cofifiderable  proficiency;  in  moft, 
his  knowledge  was  profound.  The 
theory  of  mufic  was  familiar  to  him : 
nor  had  he  nedcfted  to  make  him- 
fclf  acquainted  with  the  interefting 
difcoveries  lately  made  in  chcmii- 
Qy ;  and  I  have  heard  him  aficrt, 


that  his  admiration  of  the  (bm^urt 
of  the  htmnan  frame  had  induced 
him  to  attend,  for  a  feaion,  to  a 
courfe  of  anatomical  leAures  dc- 
livenrd  by  bis  friend  the  cele- 
brated Hunter : 

"  We  all  recoUetft,  and  can  refer 
the  fbllowing  fentiments  in  his 
Eighth  Anniverfary  Difirourfe. 

**  Theological  enquiries  are  no 
part  of  mv  prefent  fubjeft ;  but  I 
cannot  refrain  from  adding,  that 
the  collei^^ion  of  tra<^  which  we 
call,  from  their  excellence,  the 
fcriptures,  contain,  independently 
of  a  divine  origin,  more  true  fub- 
limity,  more  exquifitc  beauty,  purtf 
morality,  more  important  hiflory, 
and  finer  flrains  both  of  poetrv  and 
eloquence,  than  conid  be  cotfe<?lcd 
within  the  fame  compafs  from  all 
other  books  that  were  ever  com- 
pofed  in  any  age,  or  in  any  idiom. 
— ^The  two  part  s,  of  which  the  fcrip- 
tures confiit,  are  connected  by  a 
chain  of  compofitions,  whidi  bear 
no  refemblance  in  form  or  ftrle  to 
srny  that  can  be  produced  from  the 
ftores  of  Grecian,  Indian,  Perfiaii, 
or  even  Arabian  learning;  the  an- 
tiquity of  thofe  com pdfif ions  no 
man  doubts,  and  the  unflrained  ap- 
plication of  them  to  events  long 
fubfequent  to  thefr  piiblicatioii, 
is  a  foUd  ground  of  belief  that  they 
were  genuine  predi<^ions,  and  con- 
fequently  infpired." 

His  laftaml  favourite  pnrfuit  wa^ 
the  fhidy  of  botany,  which  he  ori- 
ginally began  under  the  confine- 
ment of  a  Icvere  and  lingering  dif- 
order,  which  wnth  moll  minds 
would  have  proved  a  dil'qualifica- 
tion  from  any  application.  It  con- 
flituted  the  principal  amufemcot 
of  his  ieifure  hours. 
-  "  It  cannot  be  deemed  ufeTefs 
or  fuperftuous  to  inquire  by  what 
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a^rta  or  method  he  was  enabled  to 
attain  to  a  degree  of  knowledge 
almofi  univerfal,  and  apparently 
beyond  the  power  of  man,  during 
Si  life  little  .exceeding  forty-feven 
years. 

"  The  faculties  of  his  mind,  by  na-  * 
lure  vigorous,  were  improved  by 
conftant  exercife ;  and  his  memory, 
by  habitual  practice,  had  acquired  a 
capacity  of  retaining  whatever  had 
once  been  imprefled  upon  it.  To 
an  unextinguiflied  ardour  for  uni- 
"verfal  knowledge,  he  joined  a  per- 
fcvcrance  in  the  purfuit  of  it,^hich 
fubducd  all  obftacles.  His  ftudies 
began  with  the  dawn,  and,  during 
the  intermiffions  of  profeffional  du- 
ties, vere continued  throughout  the 
day  :  —  reflexion  and  meditation 
llrengtbencd  and  confirmed  what 
indunry  and  invef!igation  had  ac- 
cumulated. It  was  a  fixed  princi- 
ple with  him,  from  which  he  never 
voluntarily  deviated,  not  to  be  de- 
terred by  any  difficulties  that  were 
furmountable,  from  profecuting  to 
a  fuccefsful  termination  what  he 
had  once  deliberately  undertaken. 

"  But  what  appears  to  me  more 
particularly  to  have  enabled  him  to 
tfmploy  his  talents  fo  much  to  his 
own  and  the  public  advantage,  was 
the  regular  allotment  of  his  time, 
and  a  fcrupulous  adherence  to  the 
diflriSution  which  he  had  fixed. 
Plence  all  his  ftudies  were  purfued 
w^ithout  interruption  or  confufion. 
Kor  can  I  here  omit  remarking, 
what  mav  probably  have  attra<5led 
your  obfervation  as  well  as  mine, 
the  candour  and  complacency  with 
which  he  gave  his  attention  to  all 
pcrfons,  ot  whatfoever  (juality,  ta- 
lents, or  education  :  he  jufti)  con- 
chiiied,  that  curious  or  important 
inforj nation  might  be  gained  evt;n 


from  the  illiterate ;  and  wheref^er 
it  was  to  be  obtmned^  he  finigbt 
and  feized  it. 

"  Of  the  privateaod  (Social  virtues 
of  our  lamented  prefide  At,  our  faciris 
are  the  beft  records.  To  ym  wfaa 
knew  him,  it  cannot  be  ncceflary 
for  me  to  expatiate  on  the  inde- 
pemlence  of  his  integrity,  his  hu- 
manity,  probity,  or  benevolence, 
which  every  living  creature  parti- 
cipated: OA  the  affability  of  his 
converfation  and  manners,  or  his 
modeft,  unaiHiming  deportment : 
nor  need  I  remark  that  he  was  to- 
tally free  from  pedantry,  as  well  as 
from  arrogance  and  felf-fuflSciency, 
which  fomctimes  accompany  and 
difgracc  the  greateft  abilities.  His 
prefencc  was  the  delight  of  every 
fociety,  which  his  converfation  ex* 
hilerated  and  improved  ;  and  the 
public  have  not  only  to  lament  the 
lois  of  his  talents  and  abilities,  but 
that  of  his  example. 

*'  To  him,  as  the  founder  of  our 
inftitution,  and  whilfl  he  lived  its 
firmeft  fupport,  our  reverence  i| 
more  particularly  due.  Inftru<^cdy 
animated,  and  encouraged  by  him, 
genius  was  called  forth  into  exer- 
tion, and  modeft  merit  was  excited 
to  diftinguifh  itfelf.  Anxious  for 
the  reputation  of  the  Society,  he 
was  indefatigable  in  his  own  endca* 
vours  to  promote  it,  whilft  he  cheer- 
fully aflifted  ihofe  of  others.  In 
loting  him,  we  have  not  only  beea 
deprived  of  our  brighteft  ornament, 
but  of  the  guide  and  patron,  on 
whofe  inftnidions,  judgment,  and 
candour,  we  could  moft  implicitly 
rely. 

**  But  it  will,  I  truft,  be  long,  very- 
long  before  the  remembrance  of 
his  virtues,  his  genius,  and  abilities 
lofe  that  influence  over  the  mem- 
bers 
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tiers  of  this  Socx^y,  which  his  liv-  venture  to  aflert,  he  would  ha*** 
log  example  had  maintained ;  and  if,  replied,  "  By  exerting  yourfelves 
previous  to  his  demife,  he  had  been    to  fiipport  the  credit   of  the  So- 


:dked  by  what  pofthumoushonuurs  ciety ;"  applying  to  it  perhaps  the 
or  attentions  we  could  Wft  flioiV  dyiiig  wifli  of  Father  Paul,  "  E/h 
our  refpe&  for  his  memory,  I  may  perpctua.^^ 


THE  FOLLOWING  EPITAPH  WAS  WRITTEN  BY 
SIR  WILLIAM  DUbKIN. 

Guliclmus  Jones,  Eq.  Cur :   fup :  in  Bengal  ex  Judicibus  una 

XiCgum  peritus,  fidufque  Intcq>res, 

Omnibus  benignus, 

NuUius  Fautor, 

Virtute,  Fortitudine,  Suaviiate  Monim . 

Nemini  fecund  us, 

Seculi  eruditi  longe  primus 

Ibat  ubi  folum  plura  cognofcerc  Fas  eft 

270  Apr.  171)4. 
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